
237 

 

Consent Form 

Study approved by Louisiana State University, Institutional Review Board 

203 B-1 David Boyd Hall  

225-578-8692  

Robert C. Mathews, Chair  
Approval Expires: 10/17/2017 

Approval #E9033 

 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM FOR BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH STUDY 

1. Title of project: MySciBlog Survey of Science Bloggers 

 

2. Performance Site: Louisiana State University 

 

3. Contacts: Paige Brown Jarreau, Manship School of Mass Communication, Louisiana State 

University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803, (317) 201-0092, pbrow11@tigers.lsu.edu 

 

4. Purpose of Study: The purpose of this research is to examine practices, routines and values of 

science bloggers. 

 

5. Procedures to be followed: If you agree to take part in this research, you will be asked to 

complete an online questionnaire asking you about your science blogging practices. It will 

take no longer than 30 minutes to complete participation in this study, but many bloggers will 

likely complete it in less time. 

 

6. Benefits: 

a. The benefits to participants include learning about yourself as a science blogger and an 

integral component of science communication. You will have a better understanding o 

your own science blogging practices and routines, as well as insights into broader 

practices and routines in science blogging. 

b. The benefits of this study to society include a better understanding of the process of 

science blogging. Relatively few research studies have taken as their subject science 

bloggers, in order to understand science blogging values, routines, practices and 

constraints from the viewpoint of science bloggers themselves. 

 

7. Discomforts and Risks: This study involves minimal risk; that is, no risks to your physical or 

mental health beyond those encountered in the normal course of everyday life. 

 

8. Right to Refuse: Your participation is also voluntary. You are free to stop participating in the 

research at any time, or to decline to answer any specific questions without penalty. 
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Other professional communication or technical writing   5 

Other           58 

PrevWork. In the last five years, you’ve worked as a… (please select all that apply) 

Freelance writer        116 

Press / public information officer      26 

Professional science communicator      81 

Editor          61 

Broadcast journalist (staff)       13 

Print/online journalist (staff)       20 

Freelance journalist        49 

Researcher         269 

Science teacher/professor       173 

Science journalism teacher/professor      12 

Graduate student        177 

Undergraduate student worker      63 

For a science museum/exhibition/event     43 

Other          94 

Research. If you conduct academic or non-academic research, please describe your research area 

[Open-ended] 

SciComm. Do you have any formal education or training, including workshops, etc., in science 

communication?  

Yes          246 

No          355 

Educ. What is the highest degree or level of education you have completed? 

High school graduate - high school diploma or the equivalent   6  

Completed some college       18 

Associate degree (for example: AA, AS)     5 

Bachelor's degree (for example: BA, BS)     89 
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Completed some postgraduate       44 

Master's degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng, MBA)   130 

Doctorate degree (for example: Ph.D.)     290 

Professional degree (for example: MD, DDS, DVM)   11 

Degree. Which field(s) do you have formal degree(s) in? Please select all that apply. 

Agriculture, Forestry, Horticulture, Environmental sciences   51 

Business, Finance, Marketing, Accounting, Economics or related field 12 

Computer/Information science      17 

Education         20 

Engineering         20 

Law          3 

Liberal Arts - English/Literature, Visual/Performing arts, Languages,  55 

History, Architecture, Music, Philosophy/Religion, etc. 

Life science, Health science or Medicine      235 

Mass Communication – Journalism      28 

Mass Communication - Public Relations, Advertising,    13 

Strategic communication, etc. 

Mathematics/Statistics       32 

Physical science - Astronomy, Atmospheric science, Chemistry,   170 

Earth science, Physics, etc. 

Psychology/Behavioral science      36 

Other Social Science        31 

Other          28 

SciWri. Do you currently do any science writing or science communication work in other than 

blog form?  

Yes          408 

No          196 

SciWri2. [If yes to SciWri]: In which of these media does your science writing currently appear 

on at least a semi-regular basis? Please select all that apply. 
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Print (newspaper)        47 

Print (magazine)        99 

Web story (newspaper)       62 

Web story (magazine)        116 

Radio/Audio podcast        77 

Video podcast (YouTube, etc.)      36 

Television         26 

Academic/institutional press releases      80 

Corporate press releases       11 

Book(s) (fiction)         12   

Book(s) (non-fiction)         70 

Scholarly journal        114 

Wikipedia         24 

Science museum/exhibition/event      42 

Non profit press releases/outlet      36 

Other           58 
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APPENDIX A4: INTERVIEW SUPPLEMENTAL FIGURES 

 In this Appendix I provide supplemental figures from interview analysis in AtlasTi. 

These figures were created in AtlasTi during data analysis to help in the visualization of 

individual codes belonging to larger code categories and themes, and the overlap of individual 

codes between larger code categories and themes. Figures A2 through A7 helped guide my 

interpretation of interview themes. They reveal visually how various major interview codes and 

themes overlap and intertwine in guiding science blog production. The placement of code and 

code category boxes in the figures below was completely manually. Code boxes are colored by 

groundedness, or the number of interviewee mentions of each code, indicated by a more intense 

yellow hue, and by density, or the degree of connection to other codes, indicated by a more 

intense blue hue. Connections between codes were also inserted manually, based upon the more 

obvious associations I observed between codes during constant comparative analysis of 

qualitative interviews. Figure A2 represents the code network produced in AtlasTi for the themes 

Writing for Myself and Audience-focused Popular Science. Figure A3 represents the code 

network produced for the themes Value-Added Blogging, Ecosystem Approach and Finding a 

Niche. I chose to include these themes and their codes together in a single code network view as 

a result of observing how these themes overlap and complement one another in fostering a long 

tail of science media content in blogs. Figure A4 represents the code network produced in 

AtlasTi for the themes Editorial Process, Organizational Factors and Logistics. Figure A5 

represents the code network for the themes Expression of Me, Blogging as a Natural Format and 

Opinion and Interpretation. Figure A6 represents the code network for the themes Writer’s Home 

and Compliment to Other Mediums, and Figure A7 the code network for the themes Fitting In 

and Online Vulnerability.
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Figure A2. Code network produced in AtlasTi for themes Writing for Myself and Audience-focused Popular Science. Codes 

belonging to these respective themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by groundedness (number of 

mentions, indicated by a more intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more intense blue). Major code 

associations are demarcated by mutual (black) arrows. 
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Figure A3. Code network produced in AtlasTi for themes Value-Added Blogging, Ecosystem Approach and Finding a Niche. Codes 

belonging to these respective themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by groundedness (number of 

mentions, indicated by a more intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more intense blue). Major code 

associations are demarcated by mutual (black) arrows. 
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Figure A4. Code network produced in AtlasTi for themes Editorial Process, Organizational Factors and Logistics. Codes belonging to 

these respective themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by groundedness (number of mentions, 

indicated by a more intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more intense blue). Major code associations 

are demarcated by mutual (black) arrows 
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Figure A5. Code network produced in AtlasTi for themes Expression of Me, Blogging as a Natural Format and Opinion & 

Interpretation. Codes belonging to these respective themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by 

groundedness (number of mentions, indicated by a more intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more 

intense blue). Major code associations are demarcated by mutual (black) arrows. 
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Figure A6. Code network produced in AtlasTi for Writer’s Home and Compliment to Other Mediums. Codes belonging to these 

respective themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by groundedness (number of mentions, indicated by a 

more intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more intense blue). Major code associations are 

demarcated by mutual (black) arrows. 
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Figure A7. Code network produced in AtlasTi for themes Fitting In and Online Vulnerability. Codes belonging to these respective 

themes are connected through mutual (red) arrows. Codes are colored by groundedness (number of mentions, indicated by a more 

intense yellow) and density (connection to other codes, indicated by a more intense blue). Major code associations are demarcated by 

mutual (black) arrows.
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APPENDIX A5: SURVEY SUPPLEMENTAL RESULTS 

Correlations Between Regression Factors 

Table A1. Pearson correlation coefficients between factors often included in regression analyses 

in predicting various science blogging practices in Chapter 4.  

Factors 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 Sex -.18** -.02 .12** .02 -.21** .02 .18** -.06 .03 .05 -.12** 

2 Age  .09* .02 -.14** .37** .06 -.04 .25** -.05 -.11** .12** 

3 Blog Location   .11** -.17** .23** .43** .06 -.04 .49** .08* .35** 

4 Science Writing    -.40** .01 .27** .10* -.09* .09* -.04 .15** 

5 Science Research     -.10* -.28** -.09* .24** -.17** -.01 -.16** 

6 Experience (yrs)      .20** -.08 .21** .08* -.04 .31** 

7 Pay       .03 -.06 .39** .10* .47** 

8 Scicomm Training        -.002 .12** .01 -.07 

9 Education         -.02 .01 .12** 

10 Editor           .27** .33** 

11 Multiple Authors           .12** 

12 Page-views            

Note: **p<.01, *p<.05. Moderate correlation coefficients (≥0.4) are in shown in bold. Dichotomous 

factors (0, 1) include sex, blog location (network vs. non-network), science writing by occupation, science 

research by occupation, pay, scicomm training, editor and multiple authors. All other factors are scale 

variables.
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Paige Brown Jarreau is a native of Indianapolis, Indiana. She received a bachelor’s degree in 

Biological and Agricultural Engineering from Louisiana State University in 2008, and a master’s 

degree from the same department in 2010. Between 2010 and 2012, she started a Ph.D. in 

biomedical engineering at Washington University in St. Louis, started a blog at Nature.com, and 

realized that her passion for telling stories about science surpassed her passion for working at the 

bench. She anticipates receiving her Ph.D. in Mass Communication in May 2015 and has been 

named the LSU Manship School’s Lamar Visiting Scholar for 2015-2016. She is the author of 

From The Lab Bench, a blog at SciLogs.com, and you can find her on Twitter 

@FromTheLabBench. 

 

 


