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ABSTRACT

Much of the violence whioh charecterized the Recon-
struction period was directly esssosiated with the militie
movement inaugurated by Radlcal politiclsns im the South,
Protection was the motivating influence behind their maneu-
ver. GSince many Southern whites were openly hostile to
the newly created state governments, Redical leaders felt
the need to erganisé & loyel protsctive forece in order to
prevent destruction of thelr administrations et the hands
of so powerful an enemy. Due to peculiar local ciroumstances,
this protective force developed into a Negro militia.

Although originslly designed as a defensive force,
the militia was easily converted into an aggressive poli=-
tieal instrument, and was used freely by the Radicals not
only during campaigns and on election days but also in
enforoing declarations of martial law against counties of
dubious political preference. The resentment of Southern
whites which resulted from this political activity was
further aggravated when crimes of violence, depredations,
and minor social offenses were committed by militiamen,

Exorbitant costs of militery operations and frauds involving

vi



militia funds gave rise to additional discontent. The white
man's fundemental enmity to the militis, however, stemmed
from what he considered to be the racial implications of a
poliocy which not only armed the Negro bub also placed him
in a position of autherity.

Frem the very beginning of the militie sxperiment,
opposition had been manifested. Legal stratagems and other
measures short of foroe were employed by whites in an
effort to impeir the effectiveness of the troops. Seisures
and confisoations of arms and equipment occurred frequently.
Direot retaliation upon militiamen assumed two forms:
economic discrimination and physical violence., The final
blow to the militia, however, was dealt by white volunteer
rifle companies; illegal, armed counter forces which were
et the very core of the White Line movement. These wore
the men who participated in those feroclous attecks upon
militiamen, the most notorious of which wes at Hamburg,
Bouth Carolina, where the whites effectively instituted

a policy of disbandment through extermination,

ril



IRTRODUCTION

When the definitive mecount of the South during Reconstruc=
tion is fipally written, it will contain deep and depressing undertones
of violence. The long stending Southern proolivity in this direction,
whieh has already brought down the Judgments of several generations of
histerians, only partially explains its prevalence during this parti-
cular period. Add to this historical predileotion the social unrest
which inevitably follows millitary conquest, the perplexing new social,
economic and political problems assoclated with the freedmen, and the
presence of a large number of men well=schooled in the art of killing
and grown sullen from tasting the bitterness of defeat, and a formula
emerges that at least begins to explain why Reconstruotion was pre-
eminently a period of violence.

tihen Charles Nordhoff mede his observation tour in 1875,
he expressed amazement in finding that not only the men but sven boys
of fourteen were frequently armed, end b}nt "every trifling dispute
is ended with the pistol."l One of the innumerable Senate investi-
gating committees whieh held hearings in the South was shocked to learn
that carrying arms was an almost uniwersal practice there. Numerous
witnesses appeared before the group fully armed; and when the ¢om=-

mittee had returned to the relatively peaceful environs of the mnation's

1 Charles Nordhoff, The Cotton States In the §pring and
Swamer of 1876, (New York, 1878), p. 78. Cited hereafter as Nordhoff,
Cotton States.




Capitol, they reported:
Almost every men, black or white, who has
enough money to buy firearms has them. It
is the greatest place on the face of the
earth far pistols. HNo man is eomfortsable
down there unless he has got his pistols.
The novelist Albion W. Tourgee, & disillusioned participant in the
Reconstruction experiment, captured the vioclent spirit of the times
in a harsh passage written in 1879:
Of the slein there were enough to furnish
forth a battlefleld and all from those three
classes, the negro, the scelawag, and the
carpetbagger -- all killed with deliberation,
overwhelmed by numbers, roused from slumber
at the murk midnight, in the hall of publie
assembly, upon the river-brink, on the lonely
woods-road...shot, stabbed, hanged, drowned,
mutilated bgyond desoription, tortured beyond
conception.®
He was only using poetic license to say what the ever-suspicious
historian can now support with a respectable set of statisties;
that the South during Reconstruotion was the stage for an almost
incredible drama of pitiless violenoe.
One of the most sinister yet interesting struggles of
this turbulemt period resulted from the organization of Negro mi-
litia forees in the Southern states. These foroces were created

by the Radicels in an attempt to £ill the power wacuum that would

2
Senate Report no. 627, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 56,

8 Albion W. Tourges, A Pool's Brrand, (New York, 1879),

Pe 246.



be oreated by the eventual withdrawal of PFederal troops when
the steates had complied with the conditions set forth in the
Reconstruction Acts. Thelr need grew out of the stern dictates
of politiecal self-preservation; in the Radiocal plan for a Re=
publicen Scuth these militie foroes were assigncd the role of
perpetuating the existence of these mewly created state gov-
ermments. However, the Radicals knew that us a prerequisite

to the formation of any effeotive force of their own they must
first destroy any existing armed counter-florces in the South,
Consequently, the provisional militia became thelr btarget. This
militia had been created by the provisichal governors in the days
immediately after Appomattox in an effort to combat the evils
which accompanied the parelysis of local government. Opposition
to this militlia was formidable. Carl Schurz, while on his
Southern tour in 18656, telegraphed a vigorous protest to Wash~
ington ageinst arming a militia. His view wes supported by
America's foremost eoldler, not yet turmed politician, who
argued that it would indeed be unwise to arm Southern militia

8o soon after the war.? Federal commanders stationed in the

South joined unanimously in bitter condemnation of the scheme.

‘ Williem B, Hesseltine, U. 3. Grant, Pelitician,

(New York, 1935), p. 69. Cited heremfter as Hesseitine, Grant.




Yot in spite of sueh distingulahed oppesition, provisional gov-
ernors were granted permission to organize their militie osten=-
sibly to apprehend erimimals, suppress orime, and protect the
people against “any possible combinstion of vicious white man
with negroes b
Onoe orgenised, these militia forves pursued a course

of aection whioh mdo them extremely wvulnerable when the Radiocal
attack was launched. Membership had been restricted amlusijmly
to whitea and was composed primarily of ex~rebel soldiers who
persisted in wearing their Confederate grny.ﬁ Their aotivity had
been frankly terroristic, eimsd direotly at Negroes who dis-
played a tendency to assert their newly granted independence.
Disarming the freedmen was apparently conslidered a primary -
duty and one that was fulfilled with relish:

The militie of this county have aeized every

gun and pistol found in the hands of (so-called)

freedmen of this section of the county. They

claim that the Statute Laws of Missiesippi do

nat reeogni#e the negro a8 having any right to
CArry Arms.

® $. 8. Cox, Three Decades of Pederal Legislation,
(Providencs, 1885), p. 392.

6 John T, Trowbridge, A Ploture of the Desolated States
and the Wor!:_ of Restoration, _Z,E_gﬁ-»ﬁw. (fartford, 1868}, ps. 408,
Cited hereafter &8s Trowbridge, Desolated states.

7 Lotter dated December 2, 1866, cited in Harper's
Weekly, January 13, 1866,



In spite of frequent wernings to militla commanders net to
take the law into their own hands, {reedmen continued to be
assaulted and were often killed, sometimes on private account,
These repeated aots of vioclence forced many goveranors to dis-
band or otherwise ourtail the aotivities of their mdlitia.a
These shortsighted and vieious actions, properly publieized,
greatly aided the Radiesals in their cempaign to popularisze the
idea that these provisional militia forces had been organized
for "the distinot purpose of enforcing the authority of the
whites over the blaoks."®
Consequently, the Hadicals were able to abolish the

provisional militia with comparative ease., On Mareh 2, 1867,
the same day the First Reconstruction Aot was passed, an ob-
scure rider attached to the annual Appropriation Act for the
Army ordered the disbandment of all militia foroes in the
Southern states end stated:

that the further organization, arming, or

calling into service of the seid militia

forgces, or any part thereof, is hereby

prohibited under any circumstances what~

ever, until the same shall be authorized
by Congress. 0 -

8 Trowbridge, Desolated States, p. 374.
9

Senate Exeocutive Document no. 2, 39 Cong., 1 sess.,

p. 56.
10 conEre:sianalnGlobo, 39 Cong., 2 sess,., p. 217




President Johnson, in order to obtaln necessary funds for the

army, felt compelled to sign the bill. Immediately efter sign-

ing it, however, he forwarded to Congress a communication call-

ing attention to the clause prohibiting certain states from

exploying their militis and lodged a atrong protest against

the unoonstitutionality of such aetion.ll
As state governments were reorganized under provisionas

of the Recomstruction Acts, the heretofore suspeoted need for

& protective force became an urgent fact. This was true largely

baceuse of the sullen attitude of the prewalling number of

Southern whites who felt that these governmsnts were bhased on

a caloulated poliey of disfranchisement=enfranchisement and

who considered them as little more than artificial creations

imposed from without. It soon became obvious that the new ad-

ministrations existed precariously amidst this undisguised

hostility of & potentially destrustive local opposition.
Agitation for the restoration of militile privileges

in the 8outhern states grew direetly out of & need to avoid

political annihilation of the Radical state governments at

the hands of this enemy within. By early 1868, the incoming

mall of congressional Rsdicals contained many requests for

11 James D. Richardson, (ed.), A Compilation of the
Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1907, (Washington,

08), Vi, p. 472. Cited hereafter &s Hiohardson, liessages.,




legislation suthorising the formetion of militia units in
Southern states. 7Two pointa were consistently emphasized in
this corresapondence:s first, the need for protectiom, and
secondly, the need for haste in making that pretection awailable.
In answer to these appeals, Senate Bill no. 848 was reported on
July 25, 1868, proposing repeal of the law which prohibited thse
use of militie in the states “lately in rebellian.“lE

The introduction of this bill precipitated an acri-
monius debate. The anti~Radical group assumed the offensive
in condemning the proposition because they felt the ineviteble
consequences would be “eonfusion, disorder, revolution, an-

W13

archy, violence, ami blooedshed. Political reasons were as«w

oribed es the motivating power behind the bill. The original
prohibition was condemned as a move deliberately intended to
weaken non=fepublicen governments in the South, and the pro-
posed extension of foroe to the now-sympathetic regimes was

14

denounced, The bitterest attack of all came from Thomas 4.

Hendricke of Indiansas

2
Congressional Gleobe, 40 Cong., 2 sess., p. 4467,

13 1hid,, 40 Cong., 3 sess., p. 84.

Ibid., p. 84. denator Charles R, Buckelew of
Pennsylvania was the speerhead of this atteok on the hadicals.



The only necessity in these southern states
for the maintenance of a large military
force results from the fact that you have
attempted to reverse the Americen dootrine
and to 'declare that by force the power of
the states shall be placed in the hands of
a minority, stripping classesa of the right
to participation in the gowernment, and
then by foroe governing them.l®

Radical supporters of the bill moved quickly to its
defense. They insisted that the purpose of the militia was
to preserve peace rather than to meke war. It was argued
that lawlessness in the Southern states was due to lack of
force by civil governments to quell disturbances, and Congress-~
men were told:

Unless we bring about a condition of things

in which there is a power lodged with some~

body to repress by force the violence that

takes place there continually, we shall see

no end of the troubles of which we have

heard so much for the last yen.r.ls
Senator William Pitt Fessenden, sn ardent advocate of the mi-
litie, asserted that the only cure for the continued outbreaks
in the South was "force, to be exercised by men who dare to

exercise it .‘17

When B. F. Rice of Arkanses promised that if
his state were allowed a militia there would no longer be any

need for a single Federal soldier to be statiocned there, he

15 Ibid,, pe 82, Senator Hendricks was generally re-
cognized as & leader in the Democratic opposition.
16 1hi4., p. 81.

17 Ibid‘. P 82.



gained comnsiderabdble support from those becoming inersesingly
conosrned with the nation's purse strings.

From this verbal ensounter, the Radicals emerged vice
torious, Exactly two years and a day after the original pro-
hibition had been enacted, a law was passed providing “that eo
much of the act...as prohibits the organizetion, arming, or call-
ing into service of the militia forces of the states of North
Carolina, Scuth Carolina, Floride, Alabama, Louisiana .and
Arkaasas”ls be repesled, No mgntion was made of Georgia,
Mississippl, Virginle or Texas due to the insecurity of the
Badical position in thosse states. The conservative Virginians,
for example, had not yot accepted the proposed constitution.
The Texas eomstitutional convention had not completed its task,
and the social unrest of the stete was reflected in a fierce
wave of Ku Klux Klen ectivity during 1868, Mississippiens had
rejected outright their constitution of 1868 which had been
drewn up by the highly publicited "Black and Ten Convention®,
and Georgia was in national disfavor for her intemperate eetion
in having arbitrarily unseated many of the Negro legislators
which the costly machinery of the heconstruction Acts had so

labeoriously eided in electing, Not until July 15, 1870, when

18 Ibid._q‘.P. 325,
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these four recalcitrant states appeared to be safely in the
Radical fold, were they authorized to form a militia,'®

Acting on the 1&5&1 basis so provided, state govern-
ments organised and armed their respective millitles. As the
reader will éiaoever, this militia was then launohad on n
curious career which inocluded guerills campaigns, naval en-
gegemonts , international diplomatic complications, and even
full scele pitohed battles complete with artillery, cawlry,
end deployment of troops. |

Before entering into the actual story of tha Negro
militia movement, however, thsre are three fundementel faocts
which must be emphasited in order to place the subject in its
proper perspective. In the first place, the militia was not
the only instrument used by the Radicsls in the South; secondly,
militia forces were not active in all Southern stetes; and
thirdly, these units were not mede up exclueively of Negro
troops.

It 48 imperative that one understend thet these mili-
tie forces were only one of several instruments used by the

Redicals in the advencement of their Southern program. Two

19 Ibid., 41 Cong., ¢ sess,., p. 758, By this date, the

ultra-Radicel Eamund J. Duvis was firmly in the saddle in Texas.

Mississippl had accepted a revised constitution and the able sca=
lawag, Jamee L. Alcorn, had been elected governor. Virginia had

accepted a oompromise constitution, and Georgla had been brought

to heel by the purges of General Alfred H, Terry.
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others were employed which furnish interesting parallelz for the
militia. They were the Fresdmen's Burecau end the Union League
er Loyal League. It is not wmy purpose here to discuss the motives
or analyze the aotivities of these agencies. It is unguestion=-
ably true that the Bureau rendered a genuine service to the
freedmen and that the lLoyal Leagues which mushroomed over the
South furnished him a political indoctrination which he otherwise
would net have received. It is also unquestiomably true that
these two agencies shared with the militle the implacable hos~
tility of the Southera cansorvitives. The deep~-rooted convic-
tions of many Seutherners were facetiously, yet accurately
expressed in the fellowing sanecdotes
I hope I may be pardoned for alluding to
a oaricature I once saw. It was a pieture
of an old lady flourishing a broomstick over
the head of her husband with & Hegro in the
background holding adog by the neck and
flourishing en uplifted lash, with these
words issuing from the lips of the darkey:
Missus whips hassa, Massa licks me,
and 0 you infernal dog, I gidb you
de debbil,
Congress baeks the Freedmen's Bureau, the
Bureau backs the darkay,zapd the Negro gives
the white man the devil.

The Union Leagwe was more intensely disliked than the

20 Ibid., 39 Conge, 2 5988., po 62+ Speech delivered

in the House of Hepresentatives by A. H., Ward of Kentuoky,
January 19, 1867.
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Freedmen's Bureau. Its clandestine meetings and mysterious
initiation rites, shrouded in seorecy, led to the wildest specu~
lation and gave rise to all sorts of groundless fears on the part
of the whitss, When a disappointed Negro Republican wrote in
1877 the following exaggerated account of a League meeting, he
only confirmed the long-standing and inmcourate suspicions of
many Southern whites:

It was in these secret meetings that the
fabulous tales of forty ascres and a mule
originated, and confiscation idsas made soms
of the leading subjects for discussion.

Lands were apportioned by imagination, and
fine rebel mansions selsed by hope. Gentle~
men of African descent sew themselves rear-
bsoked with all the pomp and dignity of

princes in their old masters' carriages...
c¢ivil rights bills were to be passed by
Congress, that would allow them to occcupy front
seats in white churches, sit at the same table
with their former masters, and be respected
with all the modorg clvilities in their parlors
and drawing rooms. 1

Both the Freedment's Bureau and Unlon League were similar to the
militia in that they exscerbated the already strained feelings
whieh existed and were directly mssociated with much of the
violence that ocourred during the period.

It is also necesaary for the remder to understand that

militia forces were not created and employed in ell Southern

2
1 John T. Shuften, 4 Colored Man's Exposition of the

Acts and Doings of the hepublican Party Gouth, (Jacksonville,
1877), p. 8. Cited hereafter as Shuiten, Exposition,
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states with uniformity. Staid old Virginia, for example, never
organised a Negro militia, Her politicians, acting through a
cammittee of nine, worked out & compromise with the Radicals

in Washington concerning the Constitution of 1868 which solved
most of the pressing political problems. The Gilbert C. Walker
administration, elested in July, 1869, was the result of a
fusion of Demoorats and Conservative Republicsns, Since there
was no truly Badical government in Virginia, no protective mi-
litia force was necessary.

More surprising was the fact that the usually obstre=-
precus state of Georgia had no regularly organized militie
forces, either. 3Several factors must be considered in order
to explain this long step out of character, In the first place,
the conservative element was always fairly well represented in
Georgis affairs, even during the Bullock administration. Then
too, the powerful personsl influence of ex-goveruor Joseph E.
Brown, eppealing for moderation, was a potent force on the local
gcene, More important than~anything else, perhaps, was the
fact that the Democraets, throughout the entire pericd, main=-
tained their holéd on the county offices, thereby preventing the

development of conspicuously successful Radleal government in
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the atata.az
In Alabama, Governor William H. Smith, who held office
a8 an appointes of General George Gordon Meade, had elsborate
paper plana for a militia system, but conmslistently refused to
arm any troops. A% the height of Ku Klux Klan depredations
in that state, he threatened te oall out Negro troops to sup-
press the disorders, but no suoch order was ever issued. Three
years later, his successor ordered the Adjutant General not
to enroll Negro militia even in the face of & determined White
League movement aimed at the eventusl destrustion of his regime.
However , when Alabama Repnblicans split im 1874, the "bolters"
organized squada of Negro troops. Although they were known
as “Hatiomal Cuards®, they were not genuine state militia.2®
The situation in Florida was gulte similar to that
in Alabema. After the inauguration of Harrison Reed in June,
1888, colored troops were organized and armed, But in apite
of the numerous outbreaks of violence which marked his admin-
istration, he steadfastly refused to use his militia for fear

of starting a rece war., As a general rule, Resd was satisfied

2 Mildred Thompson, Heconstruction In Georgie, (New
York, 1916), p. 365,

23
Walter L. Fleming, Civil War and Reconstrustion In
Alabams, (New York, 1906), p. 774.




15

to allow Federal troops to settle any difficulties which arose
in Floride.

In the remaining states, Hegro troops were orgainzed
end actually employed in wvarying degrees. In Tennessee, with
its own peculiar Reconstruction hiatory. troops were organized
by Governor Willlam G. Brownlow early in 1867. His militia did
not setually fight any pitched battles but were employed pri-
marily in political assignments, where they proved themselves
to be more annoying than overpowering. They were mustered in
on several cccasions as anti-Ku Klux Klan foroes but were
never really effective on a state~wide basis.

Arkansas was one of the most aotive of the Southern
states in the Negro militia mofemont. Regro troops were or-
ganized and armed following the insuguration of Powell Clayton
in July, 1868, The first great wave of militia activity came
during late 1868 and early 18&9, when Clayton proclaimed
martial law, Por four months his troops marched end counter=-
marched over the state. The second wave occurred during April
and May of 1874 when the foroes of rival claimente for the
governorship fought a fair-sized war for possession of ths
state government.

The Negro militlia in Texas were the product of
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Governor Bdmund J. Davis, This official used his troops freely
during the state election of 1871, and also to enforce a de~
claration of martial lew in several counties during this same
pericd. W¥When Davis was defeated by Judge Riohard Coke in
December, 1873, there ensued & struggle between Coke's suppor-
ters and Davias' Negro troops for possession of the state house
in Austin.

In oconfused and confusing Louisiana, Negro troops
were first organized by Governor Henry C. Warmoth in June,
1870, and placed under the command of Les's renowned ex-war
horse, Gensral James Longstreet. From that time until the
final Packard-Nicholls struggle ending in 1877, the troops
were used on wvarious occasions. In 1872, when the Carter-
Warmoth feud split the party in Loulsiana, the militia was
called out to proteet FHepubliocans from other Republicens.

They were used again in 1873, during the Kellogg~=Mclnery con-
tgct and in September, 1874, they fought & pitched battle in
the barricaded streets of New Orleans against the White League,

In Mississippi, the militie lssue remained quiescent
during the early years of Radical rule. Following the in-
auguration of Jeames L. Alcorn in 1870, militia units were
organized in a desultory manner. Alcorn never really ap~

peared to shake off encugh of his ingrained conservatism %o
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become & full~fledged Redical and when he resigned the governor-
ship in the follewing year to go to the Senate, no Negro troops
had actually been wsed in Mississippil. Howover, after the
Republioan facticn headed by Adelbert Ames won out in the
struggle for party leadership, the tempo of viclensce inoreased
throughout the state. During 1874 and 1876, riot followsd riot.
Finally, in the harsh after«light of the Clinton slaughter,
Anes deoided $0 place his militia on & war footing and a period
of feverish preparations followed, A crigis was avoided by

ths negotiotion of & compromise in mid-Cotober, 1875, when the
so~called “Peace Agreesment™ was signed in Jackson by the bel=-
ligerents.

Korth Cerolina suffered only one spasm of violence
connected with the militia. W, W. Holden, elected governor in
1868, first called his troops up to cope with Ku Klux Klan
disturbances, In June, 1870, he placed his troops under com=-
mand of George W, Kirk, an ex=colonel of U. 8. VWlunteers and
a native of Tennessee, and for a period of six months the
state was involved in either the physical or legal phase of
fighting what has gone down in the history books as the Kirk-

Holden War.

South Caroline challengzed Arkenses as the most active
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of the Southern states in the Negro militis movement. Robert
K. Scott, first of the Radical South Caroline governors, armed
the Negre troops just prior to the contest which resulted in
his re-election in 1870. For several years thersafter, Klan end
militis engaged in a bloody wvendetta which ended only when
President Grant pleced nine counties of the state under martial
lew and sent United States troops to enforce his proclmation,
Frenklin J. Moses, Jr., who succeeded Seott in office, continued
the pelicy of his predecessor relative to the use of Negro
troops, a8 did his successor Daniel H., Chamberlain with only
minor waristions. The victims of the massacre at Hamburg were
members of a colored militia company and lesser confliots claimed
the lives of meny more until the accession of Wade Hampton in
1877.

The third feot whioh should be understood about what
is called the Negro militis ls that it was not all-Negro in
composition, Whitea, in varying numbers, belonged to theses
militia units in every state. Although the troops were over-
whelmingly Hegro in Arkensas, South Carolina, Mississippi,
and Texas, there was a noticeable mixture of black and white
in the formations in Tenneesee, Louisiane, and North Carolina.
In spite of this blending, the militie was nevertheless con-

sidered a “Fegro Militia™, in keeping with the long-standing
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Southern indifferense to logio when considering questions in-

volving racial implications. As in heredity, so in the militia,

& touch of Negro was suffieient to brand it as all-Negro in

the eyes of a majority of Southern whites, The feeling of

resentment generated by plaocing any armed Negro in a place of

suthority over white men goes a long way in explaiming the

violent reactiom which inevitably accompanied militie activities.
As the reader will soon diseover, the militis experi~

ment ended in dismal failure, insofar as 1ts purpose was the

perpetuation of Radical state govermments, By 1877, it was

obvious that the last of these govermments were doomed and

that the militia forcea had eithsr been disbanded, destroyed,

or rendered militarily ineffective. Such failures, however,

are frequently as instruoctive to the hlstorlan as those more

fortunate movements which are rewarded with sueccess, for they,

taoo, are inextriocably woven into the historiocal febrie of the

psriod. Yet, even if this were not true, the story of the

Negro militia movement, intricate in design and colorful in ex=-

esution, would still be worth telling.




ORGANIZING AND ARMING THE MILITIA

Once the legal groundwork had been prepared by Congress,
local Radicals, reacting to the lnoressing pressure of Conserwative
opposition, speedily assumed the offensive in organising state
militia ferces. Although the procedure differed in detall from
state to state, the ergenizational technique whioh was employed
followed a fairly definite pattern. First there came a perlod
of caraful esultivation of a favorable climate of publie opinion.
This was fellowed by well=-timed gubernatorial appeals to state
legislatures which led directly to passage of militia laws,

In erder to gain public support for creation of the
militia, e caupalgn wae inaugurated to emphasize the desperate
need for such & foree. Incumbent Hadical gérernors were voluble
spokesmen in aupport of the plan, Time and again they oried out
against the lack of any real foroe with which te quell disturb-
aBces , while eontinuing to point out the extremely violent
nature of their opposition. R. K. 8eott, speaking in the
Distriet of Columbie just prior to the state election of 1870,
informed hie audience thet the only lew south Cerolinians really

understood was "the Winchester rifle.“l Paraon Brownlow, while

1
Henry T. Thompson, Ousting the Carpetbagger from
South Carolima, (Columbia, 1827), p. 48. B

20
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stumping Tennessee in behalf of his own candidacy, pleaded
with the voters to also "send up a legislature to reorgenize
the militia," end promised to put an end to ths violence sweep=
ing over the state if his plea were granted.z

Properly publicisted reports of legisletive investi-
gating committees, smphasizing the general lawlessness of the
period, also aided in oreating sentiment favorable te organi=-
sation of militis. In Texas, for example, the Keport of the
Cmi’stee on Lawlezsness pﬁesented statistics on deaths by
vielence in the period from the close of the war to Juns, 1868,
Altvhough the figures showed H0® whites had been killed as op=-
posed {0 486 froedmen, it was asserted that over ninety per
cent of the total number of killings had been committed by
whites, while little more than one per cent of the deaths re=-

$ A similer com=-

sulted from attacks dy freedmen on whites.
mittee of the Loulslena legislature, investigating fraud and
violence in that state during the presidential election of

1868, closed its report with the suggestion that ™it might be

2 James W. Patton, Unionism end Reconstruction In

Tennessee, 1860-1869, (Chapel HIll, 1984), p. 86, oiting
Heehville Dally Times, January 16, 1866. C(ited hereafter as
Patton, Reconstruction In Tennessee.

8 Thies report waz published in the Journal of the
Convention of 1868 and is cited in Charles W, Hemsdell, Re-
construction In Texas, (New York, 1910), p. 219. Cited
hereafter as hmmsdell, Texas.
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well to inquire whether a small body of mounted militia, which
oan be moved to any part of the state where it 1s nesded, upon
short notice, should not at onoe be m'-gnnited."q'

At the asme time, the governors passed up no oppor-
tunity to describs the woeful conditions under which they
were foroed to operate. Governor Davis, of Texas, spoke for
all his comrades-in-office when he complained that "“the state
government is without any militie or police whatever .“5
Brownlow, in deseribing conditions in Tennessee, lamented the
fact that “the state arms were carried into the rebellion
through the influsnece of the bad men in authority four years
ago, and throughout the length end breedth of the state, she
has not arms enough to arm a captain's cumpany.“s

Considerable publie support was generated for the
militia movement as a result of these public utterances.

Wher the local political barometer indicated the propitious
moment, governors then issued official appeals to their respec-

tive logislatures, Citing the obvicus imperfectiona of the

¢ Report __c_{ the Joint Comnmittse _g_tj_ the Loulsiane
Legislature On the Elestion of 1868, p. xxxix,

s Sepate Miscellaneous Document no. 109, 40 Cong.,
2 sesg., p. 6.

6 Acts of the State of Temnessee, 1865, p. 6.
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existing situation, they urged immediate and effective amend~
ment to it. Yet they couched thelr appesals in very ceutious
language and gave repeated assurances that if granted a mili-
tia they would ecall it out only in cases of general resistance
to the laws. And although the desired result was uniform
throughout the Scuthern states, gubervatorlal requests were
different in nature. Where the Texas legislature was urged to
lock into “the question of meking some provision for the tem=

porary establishment of martial law,“7

Governor Clayton of
Arkensas demanded that the legislature, in the interests of
public safety, "proceed at once to provide for en efficient
and well disciplined militia.“e Governor Holden, in his mes=
sage to the North Carolina lawmekers, virtually pleaded with
them to emact laws which would ensble him "to suppress vio=
lence and dilordar,“g and piously added that such action would

allow his administration to appear equipped with both "ths

7 Hilary A. Herbert, (ed.), Why the Solid South,
(Baltimore, 1890), p. 371l. Cited hereafter es Herbert, solid
South. —————

& Powell Clayton, The Afterggthugg the Civil War In
Arkansas, (Hew York, 1916), p. &1. Cited hereafter &s Clayton,
Aftermath,

8
William W. Holden, Memoirs, (Durham, 1911), p. 121,
Cited hereafter as Holden, Memoirs,
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olive branch and the sword.*'? Pparson Brownlow characteristically
promised that if given a militia foree, he would bring pesce to
Tennessee if he had “to shoot and hang ewvery man ooneernsd.“ll
On the basis of these appeals, state legislators set
about the task of drafting and enscting militia laws. When com~
pleted, these laws authorized creation of military forces pat-
terned largely after the United States Army and were, in the
main, subjeet to rules quite similar to the Articles of Wer,
Although warying in detail, these laws fundamentally had much
in ecommon. In general, they provided for a force made up of
two eemponents, the State Guard and & Ressrve Militia., The
regular or active duty personnel belonged to the Guard, while
the Reserve Militia furnished a reservoir of manpower for nec-
egsary mobiliszation., The number of troops allowed wvaried, of
eourse. Some states, (e.g., North Carolina) were quite specific

12

a8 to the maximum number which ecould be enrolled,”” while

others left the declsion entirely to the discretion of the

James G, de R. Hamilton, Reconstruction In Rorth
Carolina, (New York, 1914), p. 401. Cited hereafter as Hamilton,
North Carolina.

Hn Patton, Reconstruction In Tennessee, p. 86, citing

Fashville Daily Times, January 16, 1865,

12
The militia bill passed in North Caroline in 1868
prohibited the enrollment of more than six thousand wen., See
Hamilton, North Caroline, p. 358,
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governor.ls Eligible age groups also wvaried, but the awrage
seems to have been between elghteen and forty-five years. The
governor was ex~offioio commander-in~-chief of the state forces,
with explieit power te call out the militia whenever in his
opinion circumstences might warrant eush action., He was further
empowered to assess and ¢ollect texes from troublesome counties
in order %o defray costs of militia cperations therein. His
personal grip on the militia was virtually assured by placing
in his hands complete control over the selection of officers.
Bxemptior cleauses, under which less belligerent members of

the community might avoid military service in returnm for pay-
ment of an annual tax to the military fund, were frequently
included in the militia lews, The tax ranged from as little

as two dollars in North Caroline to a mush higher figure in

14

other states. North Caroline also provided an exemption

13 The wording of the South Carolina militia law

passed in 1868 authorized the governor to "employ as many
persons as he may deem necessary and proper for the suppres-
sien of imsurrection, rebellion, or resistance to the laws."
See James &. Reynolds, Reconstruction In South Carolina,
(Columbia, 1805), p. 114, Cited hereafter a8 HKeynolids, south
Carolina.

¢ Por figures on North Carolina, Jee Hamilton, North
Carolina, p. 358. In Arkansas, the annual tax was five dollars.
Thomas &. Staples, Recomstruection In Arkanses, (New Yerk, 1623),
ps 289. Cited hereaiter es Stapies, Arkanses,
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from service for enyons who was excused by written suthority
of a competant phyaician.ls Only two states, however, seem
to have been possessad of the necessary plety to recognite that
some fow membors of thelr sooiety rendered things other than
to Caesar. Any Korth Carolinian imbued with peace-loving “re-
ligious scruples®™ was constitutionally excused from performing
militia dn$y,ls and professed conscisnticus objectors in Arken~-
sas were excluded from involuntary service by a speciflc clause
written inte the 1¢l.17
8everal of the laws contained provisions whioh, sl~
theugh pesuliar to the state concerned, throw additiomel light
on the militia as it was eventually organized. 1In Missiasippi,
for imstance, militiamen were immune from arrest during eattenw
dance at or while going to and from musters, A c¢lause in the
North Carolina law called for separation of the reces into

19

different ccompanies. The South Caroline law contained two

5
1 Bamilton, North Carolina, p. 388,

16 Specifically stated in the Comstltution of HNorth
Carolina drawn up in 1868,

17 gection I, Article XI, of the Arkensas Constitu=-
tion of 1868,

18 Journal of the Proceedings In the Constitutional
Convention of the gtate of Miasissf’§TJ"T868, p. 641. This
provision was included in Section ﬁ‘g‘f , Article IX, of the
Conatitution of 1868,

9
Hamilton, North Carolina, p. 359.
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pecullar provisionas. The first, reflecting a sound insight
into the militery importence of transport and cammunication,
authorized the governor to take puousession of telegraph and
railroads in times of omargenqy,zo A second provision imposed
both fine and imprisonment as penslty against bodies other
than the militia for organising, drilling, or parading anywhere
in the state.gl

Acting on the legel basis of these laws, Badical gov-
ernors begen arganizing their militie forces mnd although en~-
rollment was legally open to both races, it soon beceme apparent
that a majority of volunteers were Negroes. This should not have
been surprising. Many whites were officially discouraged from
joining up because of Justifiable Radical suspicions concerning
their intent. On the other hand, the Negro had ample reason
$0 be devoted to the Hepublican cause,

The Conservatives made a deliberate attempt to ore
ganize and receive arms under provisions of the militia laws.
This infiltration was encouraged by their political leaders,

who could foresee the real adventage inherent in having their

20 Reynolds , 8outh Carolina, p. 115.

21 Ibidng Pe 119,
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personal supporters armed at the expense of the state.aa This

attempted wolf=in-sheep's~clothing maneuver wes foiled, however,
Opposition to the inclusion of Conservatives in the militia was
spearheaded by loyal troops already muetered in. Governor
Holden was warned against the possibility of Conservatives
gaining oontrol of the militie by being the first to offer their
services “under the pretence that they are 'alright' and encious

to put down the depradations that now /ere/ being perpetrated in

this nta.te.'zs

Many protests were heard from organized units:
The present companies that have already been
armed and eguipped are loyal, peacable, orderly,
and efficlent, and can be controlled for the
good of the country. They are insenosd over

the prospect of having an armed and authorized
enomy to contend against, and say if the Gov-
ernor is pgoing to arm the white KK's to operate
against them, he, the Governor, ¢an take back
the guns end commissions that has already been
sent to this county...It will not be so funny

if our best men get killed off by those

villing .« -24

22 General J. 4. George, for exemple, consistently

urged Mississippi Democrats to enroll in the militia, James
W. Garner, Resonstruotion In Mississippl, (New York, 1901),
pe 383, Cited hereafter as Garner, Mississippi.

&8 I. C. Williame to William W. Holden, June 28, 1870.
Williem W, Holden Papers, North Carclina Department of Archives
and History, Raleigh, North Carolina. Cited hereafter as Holden
Papers.

24 Letter of B, G. Yooum dated September 2, 1870,
FPublished in Beport of Joint Investigatin Lammittee on Publie
Frauds In South (arolina, iﬁf?“fﬁ?ﬁfgp. 3%4 Yooum was &
Golonel in the Fourteenth kegiwent of South Carolina militia,
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One militiaman penned his fervent hope that no Conservative
would be allowed teo enroll “for if they git controle of the
atate troots im the different counties as the secessionists
did after the surrender (at the close of the war) of the county
polise our generals may be ever se¢ vigerlent but they will make
but little success in putting down the outrages...", and closed
his letter with a waraning to put "none on gerde tonight but
loyal e:ltinnl."zs
RBadical governors, taking their lead from this ex-
pressed resentment of their own supporters, meved to exclude
Conserwmtives from the militia. In Louisiena, it was demanded
that "men should prowe they are loyal before they can be trusted
to go into the militia."“® The Alebems ordinance provided that
commisaions in the stete militia would be reserved for “persons
of known loyslty."’ Governor Ames of Mississippi made the
renlistic obserwation that since "the state government oommanded

the respeot of the colored race only, it must depend for mili-

tary support on colored troops."z8 In areas where white companies

28 I. C. Williams to William W. Holden, June 28, 1870,

Holden Papers.

28 Elle Lonn, Heconstruction In Louisiena After 1868,
(New York, 1918), p. 22, Cited hereafter as Lonn, Loulisiana
After 1868,

7 Harper's Weekly, December 21, 1867.
28 Garner, Misslssippi, p. 386.
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of questionmable loyalty had been allowed to organize, disbend-
ment , when sonsidered necessary, was easily effected by the ex-
pedient of appointing Negro officers to positions of eommand.gg
By these means, white participation in the militia was largely
limited to those who had given previous evidence of Republioan
sympathies.

The Negro, on the other hand, had sewveral positive
motives for enlisting in the militia. In the delightful nowslty
of his freedam, he did not forget the men who had made that free-
dom possible, And since the Negro was circumstentially a Re-
publican, it was quite natural for him to support perty progreams.
This was particularly true of the mllitia project where parti-
cipation could be interpreted as a personal defense of his free-
dom. This political affinity was, however, only one of the
factors which made the Negro a willing reoruit, The pay,
normally the same as that received by equiwalent grade or rank
in the United States Army, wes enticing.”° Although not so

liberal as that received by present day servicemen, the reward

must have eppeared magnificent to the average field hand. Then

29 Glaude G. Bowers, The Tragic Era, (Cembridge, 1929),
p. 359, Reynolde, South Carollna, pp. 156-137.

50 In nearly all states, rates were identical to thoss
peid by the U, 8. Army, although there were a few deviations
from this practice,
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teo, the perennial appeal of the uniform must have exercised
same influence, especially since regulations were lax enough
to allow the sporting of an occasional plume or feather, The
promised relief from the routine drudgery of plantation work
probably accounted for many more velunteers. The drills, the
parades, the barbecuss, the speeches offered & pleasant break
in the monotomy, and "playin sogers™ was considersd a delightful
gana.51

Perbhaps the most important single factor, however, in
explaining Negre enlistment was soeial pressure. Negro women,
emulating the role played by their whité sisters of the South
during the Civil War, were in all probability the most effec-
tive recruiters for the militia. Failure to show interest in
the movenment automatiocally caused the male Negro to beocome
politically suspect and gave rise to a most rigorous pregram
of discrimination at the hands of the women., Negro men charged
with political infidelity were sccially isclated; they en-
oountered inoresasing difficulty irn persusding s woman even to
wash their elothing. Expulsion from the locael church was not

considered too extreme a punishment, axd on several oocasicns

groups of irate femmles publicly assaulted and tore the clothing

3l
Jo A. Leland, A Voice From South Carolina, (Charleston,

1879), p. 49. Cited hereafter a8 Leland, Voice From Carolina.
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off suspected shirkers. In cases involving reluetent husbeands,
wives were known to have imposed restraints whioh most certainly
must have texed hhe domestic relationship.°® Guch efforts were
not without results, and under the additional pressure of cir-
culated handbills bearing the appesl "“To Arms! To Arms !} To

Arms 111 Colored Mem to the Front1*,%% the muster 1ists were
rapidly filled..

Aand in hand with the actual formation of militia
f:jtreel wont the problem of officer procurement. Inasmuch as
the selesotion of officers was generally left in . the hands of
the governor, no uniform system of appointment evolwed. One
qualification remained fairly constant, however; the appointee
must be a person of known loyalty to the cause. Governors were
literally overwhelmed, during pericds of militia sctivity, by
letters from ocomnission-seekers. Some requests, and the re-
sulting appolntments, were of a strictly political nature while
others were based on abllity and experience. The governor of

Tennessee received the following stralghtforwerd appeal:

a2 This sampling of Negro discrimination against

other Negroes is taken from the aworn testimony of the victims.
Senate Miscellaneous Document no, 48, 1, 44 Cong,, 2 sess,,

Pp. 666, 680 et passim,

33 Cited in House of Representatives liscellaneocus
Document no. 211, 42 Cong., ¢ sess., p. 519.




Sir

A8 X am & man of few words I will tell
you at ones without any apclogy or prelim=
inaries what I want I want & Captein's
commission to recruit & company of black .
soldiera for the state guards. X have
served three years in the Federal army
and can give the best gf references &s to
character and ability. 4

In some cases, the men were allowed to elect their officers,
although this practice was by no means general, Commissions
were sometimes placed on the euvotion bloock and fell to the

35

highest bidder. In order to obtain the services of physi-

clans, privete contracts were negotiated under the terms of
whiech medical officers, then as now, received a higher rate

of pay than their less fortunate oomrades-in-arms.aﬁ

54 ¥. c. Davis to William G. Brownlow, May 18, 1867,
Williem G, Brownlow Papers, Tennessee Department of Archives,
NHashville, Tennessee. (ited hereafter as Brownlow Papers.

36 ge0 genate ¥isoellaneous Document ro. 48, III,
44 Cong., 2 sess., p. b8b, for following lebtter:

Hamburg, 8. C., June 3, 1876
Mr, Henry B. Johneons
8ir: Would you be kind emough to see what
it would cost me to get the commission for
one captain end three lieutenants. If you
will see Col. Walter R. Jonea and ask him
to asslist you in getting the commissions
for me, and send them to me, and 1 will
return the expensy on the return maile..,

Col. John Williams

86 Several coples of these negotiated contracts are
available in the files of the Tennessee Adjutant General's
Office, Tennessee Department of Archiwes, Nashville., (ited
hereafter as AGO Filez, Gtate of Tennessee,
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Having arranged for the organitation of their militia
forces, the autherities were next faced with the problem of
arming and equipping them. This proved to be & most difficult
task. Militie eppropriations were bitterly and of‘ten success~
fully contested by Conserwative bloos, and governors were forced
t0 seek other methods by which to equip their forces. The first
such measure was an attempt to borrow guns and ammunition from
the armories of sympathetio northern states. For this purpese
Govern Clayton of Arkensas sent & personal envoy, Dr. J. M.
Lewis, to enter a plea with the governor of Illinoils ,37 Warmoth
of Louisiana sent a representative to the capitols of Missourl

88

and Illinois, while the governor of Floride personally oalled

on Gavernor John Andrew of Massachusetts and Governor Reuben

Fenton of New York.>?

Although these appeals generally fell on
deaf ears, Vermont, in answer to an appeal from the Adjutant
General of Horth Carolins, sent one thousani Springfield rifles

for the use of the oitizenry of that state.4O

87 Clayton, Aftermath, pp. 106-109,

58 House of Representatives Miscellaneous Documsnt

no. 154, 42 Cong., ¢ sess., p. 510,

59 John Wallace, Carpetbag Rule In Florida, (Jacksonville,
1888), p. 92. Cited hereafter as Wallace, Curpetbag Ruls.

40 Hamilton, North Carolina, p. 346,
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Failing in this effort, the governors next turned to
the Pederal govermment in hopes of securing arms for their troops.
Their earliest overtures met with official rebuff, Clayton's
request for arms was denied by the army Al a5 was a similer plea

from the governor of Flarida.*g

However , as violence in the
Southern states continued unsbated, the national administration
graduslly began to look with more favor on the possibility of
furnishing arms to state govermments, Apparently the Adjutant
General of South Carolina was the first to persusde the Federal
government to meke an issue of arms to a state, for his oppo-
nents at home reported with noticeable chagrin: ™He CAME to
Washington, he SAW the Secretary, he CONQUERED all objections."®®
When the North Cerolina governor sought Pederal aid in outfitting
his troops, he received support from no less powerful a perso-
oality than President Grant, Holden sent & political asscciate,
Willianm G, Clarke, to Washington es his agent., Clarke, on his
arriwval, wrote a formal request to General Montgomery C. Meigs,

Quartermaster-~General of the Army, for egquipment to outfit a

4 Clayton, Aftermath, pp. 106-109,

42 Wallace, Carpetbeg Rule, p. 92,

42 Proceedings of the Tax~-Payer's Convention of South
Carolina, 1872, (Charleston, 187&), pe 06. —
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full regimeat of North Carolina mrantry.“ €Clarke then se~-
sured & persoma) interview with Grant during which he gained
the presidemt's approwal of the projeot. Grant, the same day,
wrote & letter to General Sherman endorsing the plan to outfit
North Carolina troops at government expense and said that he was
"willing te &ign any legal order necessary® to accompliszsh 1‘6.*5
Sherman then agreed to issue the eguipment in exchange for
Governor Holden's signature on & bond whioh would be “payable
at the day of Judgmen*b."“ Several deays later, Holden wag in-
formed by Meigs that the quartermaster at Fortress loaroe had
been instructed to issue the outfit,*7

Eventurlly, Congress passed a law authorlizing the
distribution of Fadoralb arms to Southern states on a quota

48

basis, In practice, this system proved quite flexible,

4 William G. Clarke to Hontgomery C. Meigs, June 17,

1870. Holden Papers.
45 Ulyesses S. Grent to William T. Sherman, June 17,
1870, Holden Papers.

46 i1liam G. Clarke to William Holden, June 18, 1870.
Holden Papers.

7 Montgomery C. Meigas to Willlem W. Holden, June 21,
1870. Holden Papers.

Aot of Mareh 3, 1873, 8gee Congressional Globe,
42 Cong., 3 sess,., p. 300,
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Governor Scott, for éxample. persuaded the authorities to issue
South Carolina its quota for the next twenty years in advance, 48
It is not too unsaefe a generalizetion to say that this law pro-
vided the largest single source of arms and egquipment used to
outfit the warious state militias.so
Since the organization and arming of the militia was
not carried out in seocrecy, it was acoompanied by vociferous
opposition from the Conservetives. BEvery news organ st their
disposal carried on a vituperative campalgn sgainst the militia
proﬁeet,sl denouncing it as a flagrant encroachment on civil

liberties. When militia bills were introduwsed in state legis~-

latures, prominent Demoorats led the fight against thﬁm.sg

® Be R. Tillmen, "The Struggles of !'76", (pamphlet
in writer's possession), p. 40.

50 For detailed information concerning Federal issue
of arms to Southern stetes from 1866-1872, see official figures
cited in House of Representatives Miscellaneous Document no.
191, 42 Cong., ¢ 8es8., Pv 4. —”

51 The following quote from the Daily Arkensss Gazette,
November 26, 1868, is typical:

The whole effair is a weak and silly et=-
tempt to awaken the worst passions of the
aggressive pearty with a view to make them
& unit in support of executive violence,
and to browbeet and intimidate.... He
/Clayton/ wants 23,000 negroes armed to
protect 70,000 white men end their fam=-
ilies in order to promote future peacs,
quiet and permanency.

62 Testimony of Plato Durham. IHouse ggwﬁagraaenta-

tives Report no, 22, 42 Cong., 2 6088., p. 317,
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The proposed laws were attacked on the grounds of being purely

63

political in nature”" and as potential threats to the preser-

wbtion of peaoe.54 Nor was opposition oonfined to the South.
As influtisal a newspaper as Jumes Gordon Bemnett's New York
Herald matohed and often outdistanced the provincial Southern
press in rabid denunciations

The fact is inevitable that bloodahed will
follow, Reconstructed governments are bad
enough with negro legislators, negro meg-
istrates , negro police, and negroe Commis-
sioners of Education and other matters;
but when armed negroes appsar as military
foreces to keep white men in order...the
spirit...must revolt.%5

When recruiting actually began, Conservatives loudly
olaimed they were being discriminated against in not belng
allowed to join up. They cited the diffioculties put in the
way to prevent their enlisting as clear evidence of official

56

preference for Negro troops. They tossed in an incidental

8 A Louisiana senator stated flatly: "I believe
the objeet of the bill, as it standa, is to perpetuate the
power of ...the Republicen Party." Cited in Lomn, Louisiana
After 1868, p. 60.

54 Democrate repeatedly threatened that if militia
bills were passed, it would become impossible %o preserwve
peace. Testimony of H. C. Wermoth., House of Kepresentatives
Miscellaneous Document no. 164, 42 Cong., 2 8e8&., p. 610,

56 New York Herald, October 1, 1868,

56 Garner, Mississippi, p. 383.
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complaint that recruiting among agricultural workers lnter-
fered with the harvesting of orops 57 Great exoitement pre-~
vailed ower the question of arming the militia. In an attempt
to prevent passage of a proposed act allowing the Federal gov-
ermment to lssue arms to Southern governors, Representative
Fathanliel Boyden, of North Carolina, made this impaesioned plea:

Great God, we cannot afford to fight each

other.... I warn ths House that if arms

are sent there, we will be ruined; we can-

not live there. If we need anything in

the way of arms, in God's nume send an

army of the United States but do not arm

neighbor against neighbor.58
Loud protests were registered when rifles were issued for drill
purposes, but when live ammunition was subsequently pessed out,
consternation reigned. The Conservatives maintained that con-
flict was inevitable after the "buck and Ball® reasched the hands
of militiamen.%®

The governors wers not intimideted by the clamorings

and threats of their political antagonists. They defended their

57 _+_» 8tuart to Governor Willlam G. Brownlew, April 1,
1867. Brownlew Papers.

68 Bexilton, North Caroline, p. 372, citing speech made
in House of Hepresentatives in August, 18863.

59
Testimony of David R. Duncan. FHouse of Hepresen~
tatives Report mo. 22, pt. 3, II, 42 Cong., 2 sess., p., 800,
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action on the firm grounds thet the right of a state to organize
& militia was not a new principle but & very old ons, and that
it was designed not to foment trouble but to preserve pescs.
Governor Clayton, in a speech at Lewisburg, Arkansas, at the
very height of the militie-organization controversy in 1868,
courageously said:

I wnderstand that the militia law is dis~

tasteful to some. I have only to say that

it is & lew that will be enforced. The

militia forees will be orgunizadﬁ&n this

county and throughout the state.

Nor were the governors without support. Letters from
all sections of their states poured into the capitols in praise
of the militia movement. This correspondencs demonstrated a
widespread interest in both the organization of the militia and
the desire to see that it was made "both ornamental and useful .Sl
In South Carolina, 1t was reported that "the colored peopls are
n62

rejoleing over their guns. Governor Davis received this

gratifying message from a fellow-Texan:

60 Clayton, Aftermath, p. 148,

€1 . R. Dickson to Willlam W. Holden, April 5, 1870.
Holden Papers.

2
Letter from J. A. Jackson to John B, Hubbard,
July 3, 1870, quoted in Report of Joint Investigating Committee
gg.Publio Frauds 15 south Cagoiigg. 18771876 , P 6?%.
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All the Union mens of this county ls proud
of the militla and Police law and hopes you
will emforcge them. We have many roughies
here should be tried by the military. Elisha
Jupe is still prowlin arcun in this county.
The Demoorats protects and hides him.5%

Out of the welter of accusations, exaggerations, re-
criminations, charges and counter-charges whioch resulted from
the organiszation of militia foroes, a fow oconclusions emerge
with reasonable clarity. The unprejudiocsd observer must
sertainly agree that the need for a protective force was &
very real one, if the Radicals seriously intended to maintain
thsir hold on Southern state govermments. Their resolute
action in forming militia units was an accurate indication of
their political sagacity. Also, it does not seem likely that
there was any deliberate attempt, except in e few isolated in-
stances , to make this force exclusively Negro in composition.
That it became s0 was probably a great surprise to the origi-
nators, many of whom lacked the familiarity with Southern atti=-
tudes and behavior whioh usually comes only from long observation
of sectional peculiarities. It must also be said for the imdi-
cals that in spite of an unfavorable publicity cempaign of un-

precedented proportions, they persevered in the work of arming

Undated letter of A. P. Brown to Edmund J. Davis

quoted in J. M. Brewer, Negro Legislators of Texas, (Dallas,
1936), p. 58. Brown was e Hegro politiclen of Hopkins County.



their foroces.

Onoe this was accomplished, the atage was set for
the snactment of a drama of violence which was to last until
the final, hopeless disintegration of the Radioal dresm of a

Republican South,




THE MILITIA IN ACTION

In the fading days of January, 1889, twelve long years
after the dissolution of the last Negro militia unit in the South,
there occurred a brutal murder in Conway County, Arkensss. This
orime is of partioular interest to the reader because the mur-
dered man was John M. Clayton, brother of the Radical governor
who originally organited and employed Negro troops in that state.
During the investigation which followed, it was rumored that
Clayton had been murdered by ocne Thomas Hooper, of Califormnia, in
revenge for the killing of his father by Clayton's militia during
the hesctie days of 1868.1 Whether or not the story is true is
largely beside the point insofar as this monograph i# concerned.
Bowever, it is certainly indicative of the fact that during
periods of militia activity seeds of ill-feeling were sown which
were eventually to yleld = veritable harvest of violence.

S8ince mueh of this ill-feeling resulted directly from
deeds involving Negro militia forces, it is nescessary to analyze
their aotivities in order to arrive at some aocceptsble picture
of this phase of their history. In attempting such an analysis,

one must overcome the problem of extremes and establish a neutral

Por full account see Clayton, Aftermath, p. 191,
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ground in betwesen the poles of prejudice which were reflected
in the uniform denunciations of the opposition and the un-
paralleled praise of its advocates. Historians of Recomstruc=
tion offer little aid here, since their ascounta of the militile
in ection wvary almost as widely as contemporary ones, Dunning=-
ites, for example, persistently portray the militiamen as
arrogant, swaggering bullies bent on a rapacious campaign of
viclenve against and humiliation of the South. Revislonists,
on the other hand, when they mention the militia at all, tend
to describe their aotivities as little more than a series of
playful pranks cemmitted by a troupe of benmevolent comios.2

As 1s so often the case when differing schools of thought
assume sush remote positions, the truth liss somewhere in be-
twgen, In this case, Negro militia units wers neither as

evil an influenpe as their Conservative opponents claimed, nor
wore thsy as saintly as their Redical defenders asserted. It
48 the purpose of this chapter to show that, whils militiamen

were not mearly so viciocus as they wers painted, they did from

2 g, E. Morrison and H. S. Commager, The OGrowth of
the American Republio, (New York, 1950), 1I, p, 42, refer to
the Negro militia as a "eoomic foroe™, F. B, Simkins, The South
0ld and New, A History 1820-1947, (New York, 1947), p."195,
erroneously states that Arkansas, Tennessee, and Horth Carolina
employed no Negre troops in their respective militiae forces.
He also erronsously concludes that there was little actual
violenoe comnected with the militia experiment,
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time to time become involwed in activities whioh contributed to
the deterioration of relations which led almost inevitably to
outbreaks of violenoe.

By far the greatest area of aotivity for the militia
was in the realm of polities. Throughout their cereer, from
start to finish, they were a factor in lgcal political strategy.
The timing involved in organising these forces strongly suggests
a political motiveticn. In Tennessee, for example, Parson
Brownlow mobillized troops Just prior to the elestion in which
he defeated Bmerson Etheridge for the ganrnorship.s In
Arkansas, Clayton called up his forees in September, 1868,
one month before the general slection of that yea.r.4 Governor
Ames, of Mississippl, put his Negro units on a war footing
during the heated oampaign of 1875 in that state.” The Kirk
forces were enrolled in North Carolina during June and July,
1870, just before the soheduled elsction of August ¢.5 In

South Carolina, Governor Scott armed twenty thousand Negro

) Patton, Reconstruction In Tennegses, p, 176, The
troops were immediateliy disbanded after the election.

¢ Clayton, Aftermath, p. 63.

5 Senate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. &.

6
Releigh (N. C.) Daily Sentinel, June 22, 1870,
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troops prier to his re-election in 1870.7 The effectiveness

of the militia in politivs can be fairly measured by the follow-
ing survey of results of the presidential elsotion of 1868.

Grant end Colfax were the Hepublioan nominees; Seymow and Blair
represented the Demoorats. 1In the Soubhern states, Republiceans
wore victoriocus direetly in proportion to their military pre=-
paredness. In Tennesses, FPloride, North Carelina, Soubh Carolina
and Arkanses, where militia foroes had astually been organized
prior to the eleotion, Grant and Colfax carried the day., In
Louislana and Georgls, where no militia foreces had been organized
by Nowvember, 1868, Seymowr and Bleir won out., Alebama, where
militia laws had bsen enacted although troops had not actually
besn enrolled, supported Great,?

Bilitia foroes were frequently employed during poli-

tical campaigns. Ninsteen companies were distributed over

7

Francis B, 8imkins end R. H. Woody, South Oarolina
During Recomstruction, (Chapel Hill, 1932), p. 461, OCited
hereaftsr as Simkine and Woody, South Carolina. See also
James Ford Rhodes, History of the Unlted otates From the Com=

romise of 1850 to ?E’Ei‘l%estommon,oi"‘ﬂmm Rule At the South

fm . (Yew York, 1910), Vil, pe 157. Cited hereafter as
Ehodes , History of the United States.

& Miisgiseippl, Texes, and Virginia were not yet reor=
ganiged and did not, therefore, take part in the election.
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Tennessee in one pre~election perind.a

Brownlow's epponent in
the canwass, whan speaking at Franklin, had to contend with a
nolsy company of Negre militia placed in close proximity to
the ph.tterm.w A prominent South Carolinian ocomplained that
during the campaign of 1870, almost every public meeting was
Pattended by the militia of Governor Sootﬁ."n Any anti-
Redical politician was considered fair game for heskling.l'z
When one governor informed his troops that he did not ocon~-
sider it their duty “to stand quietly by and hear men excite
the mod spirit Ly denouncing the Federal and state goveruments ,“13
he was, in effect, authorizing them to interfere in local cam=-
paigas since almost any Democratio political speech could

have been interpreted as & denouncement of one or the other.

Reports from militis detachments show that they were not en-

tirely unaware of their political responsibilities. "We are

® E. Merton Coulter, William G. Brownlow,

Plghtli
Parson of the Southern Highlands, (Chapel Hill, 1957), pp. 5&8-
Z85. Cited horeafter as Coulter, Parson Brownlow,

10 ,
Bashville Union and Dispetoh, July 11, 1867, eited
in Patton, Reconstruction in Temnessee, p. 177. ’ ’

1 House of Repredentatives Report no. 22, pt. 3, II,
42 Cong., 2 RoRG., P . -

Verton M. Queener, "A Decade of East Tennessee Re-
publicanism®™, The East Tenneesee Historical Society's Publica-
tions, X1V, (194Z), 55-08.

1
8 Herbert, $o0lid South, p. 1988,
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making every effort to carry the county and cen do w.u“u

said one informent, and another categorically promised: ™I
will carry the election here with the militia.... I am giving
out ammunition all the tm.“ls In Missiasippi, pre-election
preparations were desoribed in the following letter from Yazoo
Cisy:

Nr, Thompson Ly Dear
friend, it is with Pleasurs I write you
this to inform U of some Politocal newse.
They are preparing for the election wery
fest... and /are/buying emmunition. The
colored folks have got 1600 Army guns All
prepared for busness,l6

During one campeign in South Carolina, the story was circulated
among freedmen that any one® of them caught voting the Democratic
ticket would be shot by the Negro militis.l”

On election dayas, troops were wery mueh in evidence

14
Jo Winsmith to R. K. 8oott, September 20, 1870.
Robert K. Soott Papers, SBouth Carclina Historioal Commission,
Columbia, S8outh Carolina. Cited hereafter as Scott Papers.
18 ;. Grews to Constable . . Hubbard, July 8, 1870,

quoted in Report of Joint Investigating Committee On Public
Frauds In South oarolina, IBTT-IE7E, e 8T6 —— —

16 B. P. Eddin to . . Thompsom, July 31, 1875, quoted
in A. T. Morgan, Yazoo: On the Picket Line of Freedom In the
South, (Washingtonm, 1BB84), p. 452. Cited hereafter ms Norgen,
El.lﬂﬂt

17
E. Merton Coulter, The South During Reconstruction,
(Baton Rouge, 1947), p. 866, Clted hereafter as Coulter, South
During Reconstructiocn.
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around the polle. This was normally dons with the uppublicised
acquisscense of party leaders; although in several instances
official sanstion was explioitly given. The governor of Texas,
for example, issusd a proolamation prior to the slection of
1871 in that state, in which he expressly forbade loitering
around the polls, Jeering at other voters, drinking liquer,
or carrying firearms on election day; he instructed “militia
on duty at the pells" to eaforce oqmpl&nnee.la General Joseph
A+ Cooper, of the Tennessee {orces, issued this signifioantly
worded order to his mens

Cammanders of companies and detachments

of Tennessee State Guards will on the

day of election on consultation with

thelr Union friends distribute the men

of their commands to the best possible

advantage... ‘19
As a result, militia forees were almost always to be found
around the polls and often times wers inwvolved in the frequent

election day disorders and disturbanges.go

18
Ppe. 375=376.
19

 Cireular no. 2, iesved July 25, 1867, AGO PFile,
8tate of Tenncasee,

Proclamation quoted in Herbert, Solid South,

20 Patton, gggonntruatiqulgﬂ Tennessee, pp. 177-178, 231.
Thoxpson, Oustiaﬁ the Carpetbagger From Bouth (Caroline, pp. 72-73.
The Wetion, March 9, 1871,
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. Another aree ar'politieal action in which the militia
partioipated was in the numerous state house struggles whieh
took place during the period. The Texas affair offers a typical
example. In December, 1878, the faltering Republiean cause in
Texas wae deslt a stuaning blow when Judge Riochard (oke, Demo=-
oratic nominee, defeated Bdmund J. Davie, the Radical incumbent,
for the governorship, Davis, in one last desperate attempt at
political surviwl, refused to surrender the offiee.al When
Cake arrived in Austin on January 12, 1874, to ¢laim the State
House, he found his defested riwel flrmly entrexched in the
building, guarded by a body of Negro militism.?? For several
days, greet exoltement prevailed. While Davis hung on awsiting
@ reply to his appeal for Grant's support, Coke called up the
Travis Rifles, an armed white rifle company; open confliet

23

seemed unavoidable, At this point, Davis received Grant's

telegran refusing to send troops.a4 Seeing the hopelesaneas

21 Charles W. Remsdell, Reconstruction In Texss,
(Hew York, 1910), p. 316. Cited hereafter as ramsdell, Texes.

ez Ibid,
Hew York Hereld, Jenuery 17, 1874,

24
Ibid., Jenuvary 18, 1874,
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of his situation, Davis thereupon caepitulated and the State
House was taken over by Coke and his supporters. In addition
to this incident, Negro militia forces were present during the
Kellogg-MoEnery struggle in Louisisua, the Hempton-Chamberlain
controversy in Seuth Carcline, and by some curious set of cir-
cunstances they fought on both sides during the Brooks-Baxter
War in Arkenses.

8till snother political function of the militis was
the enforcement of gubernatorial declarations of nartial law,
sometimes levied against counties of dubieus political pre=~
ference. The largest operation of this type occurred in
Arkansas. On November ), 1868, two deys prior to the goeneral
election, Governor Clayton informed each atete legislator of

his intention to declare martial lm.25

A proslamation followed
immediately, the effect of which was to throw the state into

a fouwr month apasm of violenee.aﬁ To facilitate execution of
the proclamation, the state was divided into four military
districts. The Distriot of the South East, comprising seven
counties, was pleaced under command of Colonel §. W. Mellory,

and martial law remained in effect in this ares until February 6,

2
® Jo M. Harrell, The Brooks-Baxter Wer, (Gt. Louis,

1893), pp. 66-67, Cited hereafter as Harrell, Brocke-Bexter War.

26 Clayton, Aftermath, p. 63,
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1869, having been enforced by three companies of Negre troops.
The District of the South West, made up of twenty counties, wes
asaigned to R. F. Catterson, en ex-brigadier=-general of U, 3.
Volunteers. In this distriet, the proclamation remained effec=
tive uatil January 12, 1869. The Distriot of the North West,
thirteea counties in all, was commanded by Colonel J. T.
Watson, whose forces consisted of four companies of Negro
troops offieered mostly by white men. The District of the
North East, made up of the remaining twenty countles, was under
the authority of (Gensral . P. Upham, an ex-sgent of the Freed-
men's Bureau upon whose life one attempt had previcusly been
made. Four Negro companies were included in the feorces under

a7

his command. Conditions in Arkensas during this period were

deplorable:

Many of the best citicens have fled for
safety...and many others have been
arrested.... Several men hawve been shot,..
/exrd/a large number of horses have been
taken.... Scarcely a& cabin in the county
has eascaped plunder. This work has been
done by the Arkanses militim...end has been
going on for more than two months with al~
most inoredible shamelessness.®®

27 For full account of martial law pericd, mee Staples,

Arkenses , pp. 295-301, and Clayton, Aftermath, p. 65 et pasaim,

28 Thomas Black to Andrew Johnson, Jenuvary 14, 1869,

Andrew Johnson Papers, Menuscripts Division, Library of Congress,
Washington, D. C., Clted hereaftor as Johnson Papers.



Other states hed similar experiences. In Texas, Limestons
and Freestone ocounties wers placed under martial law by Govers
nor Davis for a ten day perilod in 1871, &tate troops were
called in and the countles were subsequently assessed Pifty

thougand deollars te defray sosta of the cpara.tion.zg

The
KirkeHolden War in North Carolins, whieh lested from June te
Nowvember, 1870, is snother illustretion of the clese relation-
ship between martial law and political necessity.

While pursuing these political assignments, the
¥egro militia oommitted certain acts whieh, although not of
a political nature themselves, did much to aggrewate already
strained feelings. When the militia was oalled into service
anywhere, the Conservative press filled the air with atrocity
stories, many of which have found their way into the lltera-
ture of the pericd., It is imperative to point cut that many
of these stories wwe‘aithar greatly exaggerated or entirely
untrue. This is not to say, however, that militlie forces
were altogether gulltlese in this direction. The most serious
of these offenses were orimes of violence ocommitted by mili~
Giamen, wsually resulting in immediate and fierce retelistion.

S8eversl murders were committed in which state troops

29
Remsdell, Texes, p. 310,
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were implicated. One sush cmse occurred in South Carolina early
in 1871. One Matt Stevens, while driving a wagon loaded with
barrels of whiskey, was accosted by a group of approximately
forty of Gowormor Scoti's Hegro militia, evidently in great
thirst. Upon Stevens' refusal to give them any of his liquid
eargo, an altercation followed during which Stevens was killed.
Reprisals followed immediately. Thirteen Negro militiamen were
arrested and jailed. Pive of these were foreibly taken from
confinement; two were shot to death, three escaped. The re=-
maining eight prisoners, while being moved to Columbia for
safekeoping, ware ocaptured in transit by a large body of armed
and disguised men and shot to death, 1In order to restore peece,
it was nscessary to send Federal troops to the soene .50

Less sensational killings involving militiamen took
place in other areas. During December, 1868, a "disguleed
party® attacked the home, in Comway County, Arkensas, of Alvin
and Kash Lewis, two Negroes suwspsoted of living with white
prostitutes. Alvin escaped, but the leas fortunate Wash was
killed. This brought to the scene a colored militia ocompany
under the command of one Captain Matthews. Sewveral arrests

were made, and one suspect was shot and killed while oatensibly

0
Charleaton Dally News, January 5, 1871, Reynolds,
South Carolina, p. 183. Harper's Weekly, April 29, 1871.
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attempting to eacape.sl Similarly, a detaohmeont of militia

under Captain W. 0. Rickman was involved in the killing of
A. P. Brown in Franklin, Tennessee, during May, 1867. Brown
had been arrested by Browanlow's militia for suspected bush~
whacking, and also for having threatened "to olean out Riok-
mante® compmy.sa BEn route to a place of confinement, Brown
made & bresk for freedom and was shot and killed by a squed of
nilitiemen under Lisutenant Holt.5® Militlamen oseasionslly
killed one anether in personal disputes, but sssaults of this
nature were most infrequent.

Several cases of incendiarism were charged ageinst
state troops, but the evidence against them was flimsy in
the extreme. Por instanoe, a fire broke out in Lewisburg,
Arkansas, during the period of martial lew in 1888, and the
militia foroes then stationed there were blamed for it-..“
Awilable evidence suggests that the troops were more con=-

cerned with putting out the fire than in sterting one. Again,

31
¥ew York Herald, December 10, 1868. Clayton,

Aftermath, pp. 153~-164.
22 8. Hunt to W. G. Brownlow, June 3, 1867, AGO

Pile, State of Tennssses, Hunt wae the governorts official

representative to investigate and report on this incident.

88 Ibld.

34
Clayton, Aftermath, p. 155, clting Arkensas
Gazette , December 25. 1888, ’ ’
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in South Caroline, the so~called Hed Tennant troubles in January,
1875, resulted from a fire whioh broke out on the plantation
of M. C. Butler. Tennant, Hagro ceptain of the Edgefield mi-
litia, which had already engaged in one skirmish with the lovel
whites, was oharged with having started the fire, and a warrant
wes issued for his arrest. Tennant thereupon mobilised his
unit and the resulting inebility of local authorities to make
the arrest led to the formation of a posse. The forces collided,
and an exchange of fire took place. Tennant was arreated, none=-
theless, and his troops turned in their guns et the Edgefleld
Ceurthousa.35
Cases involving millitismen of raps or attempted rape
oceurred infrequently. Arkensas, during late 1868 and early
1869, seemed to be plagued with more offemses of this nature
than any other Southern state. In December, 1868, four Negreo
militiamen belonging to a Helens company, reped two white wo-
men, They were arrested, tried by court-martial, and condemned
to be shot. S&entence was earried out by a firing squad com-

posed entirely of Ebgroes.gs Vihen General Horace Poarter, who

35 prancis B. Simikins, Pitohfork Ben Tillman,(Baton
Rouge, 1944), pp. 60~61. (ited hereafter as §imkins, Ben Tillman.
8ee also Reynolde, Bouth Carolina, p. 301,

58 Letter of J, T. Watson to P, Clayton, Ootober 3, 1889,

ecited in Clayton, Aftermath, p. 128. Watson was a colonsl in the
Arkanses state militia during the Kecomstruotion period.
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had been sent to investigate conditions im Arkenses, reported
to his superiors, he cited an instance where a "nsgro militia=-
man committed raps on & white woman" and “was immedistely

arrested by General Catterson...tried, sonvicted, and promptly

»37

exscuted. Governor Clayton ruefully admitted thet there

wore cases in Arkenses whsre white women had been violated by

Negro mil 1tia.nen.38

Additionmal cause for bad feeling resulted from mi-

litia activities during periods of enforcemsnt of martial law.

Arbitrary arrests and lengthy detentions were not unknwn,ag

and there were instances where prisoners were recipients of

40

beth verbal and physical abuse. Trials by court-martial

woere held in several states, and in certain extreme oases con=-

41

victed prisoners were executed. Confiscation of priwate

property by militia forces also ocourred, but these losses werse

7
8 Letter of General Horace Porter to U. 8. Grant,
December 26, 1868, quoted in New York Tribune, January 9, 1869,
38
John Gould Fletcher, Arkensas, (Chapel Hill, 1947),
pe 220, Cited hereafter as Fletoher, Arkenses.

9
Senate Report no, 1, 24 Cong., 1 mess., p. 311,

40 Williem H. Battle, The Habeas Corpus Procesdings ,

(Raleigh, 1870), p. 67,

1 Stokely Morgan was publicly shot after conviction by
a milltary court in Arkensas in 1868, Morgen was tried by mili=-
tary commission for complleity in the brutal murder of a Negro
end a deputy sheriff., Clayton, Aftermath, pp. 117-118.
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in many cases made good by subsequent legislative aetio‘n.‘&g

While operating in the field, militia forces also perfected
and employsd refinements in the art of blackmeil. A favorite
practice was to extort money from relatives in exchange for

the release of a kinsman then in ocustody of the militia.w
“Protection papers™ were another source of rewsnue for militia~-
men, One prisoner paild one hundred fifty dollars for immediate
release and future immunity, while another, in order to secure
the necessary two hundred dollars for his freedom, was given

a "parole"™ to go homes and ralse the mh.“ *safeguards"™,
suoh as the following, were isgued by commanders in exchange

for specified sums:

Headquarters, North Esst Arkansas
Augugte , December 29, 1868

A safeguard is hereby granted James B.
Currie and family and all property of
whatsoesver kind belonging to him. All
officers and soldiers under this com-
mand are therefore commanded to respect
this safeguard. D. P. Upham

Brig. Gen'l, Commanding.%®

42 Letter of Ceaptein Rodney, USA, to Colonel Franks,
USA, July 30, 1870, quoted in Senate Heport no. 1, 42 Cong.,
1 sess., p. 1xxvii, Harrell, Brooks-Baxter War, p. 82.

43 Letter from M. Gregery to U. Rose, August 14, 1916,
quoted in U. M. Rose, "Clayton's Aftermath of the Civil Wer in
Arkensas“, Publications of the Arkanses Historical Association,
1v (1917), 65,

44 Harrell, Brooks=-Baxter Viar, p. 82,
4% 1014,
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Less important but equally disturbing were ths minor
depradations committed by the militia, Brewling wes not as in-
frequent as might have been desired, Whenever a militiaman dbe-
came involved in a street fight, he could generally count on
and usually asked for the support of bis comrades.®® A fight
between a white resident and a Hegro militiamsan almost led to
a riot in Yorkville, S8outh Carolina, in February, 1870, Only
through the intervention of e brigedier—general of state mi~
litia, who rushed via train to the scene, was bloodshed awaz"t;ed.'w
The laurens, South Carolina, riot of Qctober 20, 1870, in which
several Negroes were kllled, was precipitated by a fist fngh‘!;..‘g=8
Additional causes for complaint egainst the militia resulted from
their use of threatening gestures and obscerne language.q‘g Then,

too, thefte and rumora of thefts, were quite commonplace,

Teatimony of James Chesnut, House 2_{ Represen-
tatives Report no. 22, pt. 3, I, 42 Cong., 2 sess., p. 450,

7 Testimony of Thomas Graham. Ibid., p. 711,

48 Anderson (5. C.) Intelligencer, Qotober 27, 1870.
Reynolds, South Carolina, p. e Loland, Voice From Cerolina,
Pe 52,

49
« o« Gamble to J. Cooper, July 14, 1887. A4GD

File, State of Tennossee. Cooper was in oommand of the Tennsssee
State Guard.
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Militiamen were accused of taking “anything in sight™ end oné
Conservative spokesman complained: ™If we have anything...
they want,; they teke it...curse us for d....d rebels, and say

they will pay us beok, *%?

While encamped on the Fair Grounds
of Brownsville, the free~handed actions of the Tennessee
State Guards brought forth the following comment:

‘Browmiow’s melish' have arrived... and

thelr first aot was to capture some

fifty dollars worth of lumber at the

depot on their arrival. Afterwards

they direscted their attemtion to reb-

bing of hen-roosts.5l

Occasional acts whieh might best be desoribed es

scoial annoyances also saused resentmsnt. For example, the
wedding of & prominemt looal couple in Johnson County, Arken-
8as, was broken up by a detechment of Negro militis in a still
unexplained military diversion. In the subsequent firing,

four of theo Negroes were wm;umiad.ﬁ“'£

When "Kirk's Lambs™,
as the Nerth Carolins troops were derisively nicknamed, were

stationed et Camp Holden, nsar Yanceyville, they wery nearly

50 Daily Arkansas Gezette, December 13, 1868,

51 yashville Union and Dispatch, Pebruary 18, 1867.
Also Nashville HRepublicen Banner, March 6, 1867.

2 Harrell , Brooks~Bexter War, pp. 84-66,
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proveked s riot by undreseing and bathing within full view of

58

the irnhabitantsa of the town. Captain Clingan of the Tennesses

State Guard, arouwsed the ire of the eountryside by having & man

ridden ocut of town on & rail for having tried to persuade his

b4

Regro soldiers to desert, Governor Holden was roundly de-

nounced by North Caroliniang for threatening to use his troops

to prevent the arrest of one of his suberdimmtes by the civil

authority.>®

Other annoyances of considerable nuisance walue were
directly connected with militia drills. According to one re=
port,

They wore constantly parading the streets
with those guns on their shoulders. You
would pase along the road at any time of
day and meet these negroes with guns;
eould hear them firing ecmtugtly during
the day time and night time,®

53
Hemiltor, North Carolins, p. 616,

54 Nashville Union and Digpateh, June 1, 1867,

65 Holden, on hearing of the arrest of his suditor,

exclaimed: ™Suprems Court or no Supreme Court, Chief Justice
or no Chief Justice, d....d if my officisla shall go to jail,
If they do, it shall be over the dead bodies of my militia."
Hemilton, North Carolina, pp. 382-383,

66
Testimony of Hobert W. Shand., House of Represen-

tatives Report mo. 22, pt. 8, II, 42 Cong., 2 5088+, p. P60,
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Shots were fired indiseriminately by militiamen going to and
returning from musters; using guns furnished them by the stete,
they frequently visited their spite on thelr white neighbor's
property. Livestook were frequently embushed, and the white
men's dog, that oreature whioh so often outdistenced its mamster
in noisily discriminating against the black man, became a
favorite targot.w Numerous orises were brought about as a
result of militie companies marching “cempany front", thus
foroing whites off the streets. Such a trivial thing was the
immediate cause of ths bloody riot at Hamburg, South Carolina.
Then, too, militia captains sesmed to have felt an irresistible
ccompulsion to deliver incendiary speeches to their troops.

Joe Crews, militia leader in Laurens, South Carolina, was
quoted as telling his men that they should never unite with
the whites in any movement, and that if they wanted pro-
visions and could not afford them, to go intc the fields and
take what they wanted; and if whites "“did not sebttle with them
the way they thought was right,” then they should "burn them
out of house and homs," adding that "matches were oheap,">0

Such spoeches, although received with great enthusiasm by the

7
Testimony of James Chesnut, Ibid., p. 467,

b8
Golumbia (3. C.) Daily Phoenix, September 7, 1870.
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asgsembled troops, served only to enrage the already suspicious
whites, |

Porhaps the greatest nuisance of all was the incessant
nolse associated with the militia drills. A favorite trick of
men returning from muster was o scrape & bayonet rapidly along
a pleket fense, arousing all 1light sleepers within e respectable

radim.ﬁg.

Bvery drill squad somehow managed te obtain a drwm,
and the evening celm wes shattored by the ateady csdence of
thelir beat. Many fights resulted from sttempts by whites te
silence there nccturnal poundings.so Drusmesr boys were often
singled out for individual attention abt the nons too tender
hands of anti-militia gremyn.sl Certein more favored militia
units had, im addition to their drummers, fullescale military
bands whose musicians eagerly centributed to the din. That
these bands played & role involving more than musie is strongly

suggested by the following request from a bandlsader to the

69
James Brewster, Sketohes of Southern Mystery,
Treason, and Murder,(n.p., ned.) p» 165, Gited herearter
a8 Brewster, Sketehes.

60
A good example is the rlot st New Hope Churoh,
Mississippl in September, 1875. Harper's Weekly, September 11,
1876,

Testimony of Wesley Alexander. Heport of LEvidence
Takon Before the Military Committee, 35th Genmersl Aesembly,
State of Temuessee, 1860, p. 26.
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Radical governor of his gtate: ™I would like to borrow about
24 guns for the use of our brass band..,,."5?

Before moving on to the sonsideration of specific
case histories of militia pursuits, it should be re-emphasiced
that the purpose of this chapter was not to compile a catalog
of horrors by which to condemn the militia, but to furnish
sufficient factual data in order to arrive at something like a
true picture of militia esctivity. As the readsr shall see,
these activities were not, in themselwss, the real reason for
the eventual distruction of the militia, but they must be re=-
cognized s having kept alive the comls of hatred which were
to make destruetion inevlitable,

From the foregoing survey, certain ganemliia*biom
can be advanced. For one thing, although originally organized
as & protective device, militia forces were inevitably son-
verted into aggresslive political instruments, Por another,
this participation in politics, plus the resulting depra-
dations, disturbances, and minor sociml annoyances were the
immediate causes for the expressed hostility of the (onser-
vatives. Last of all, erimes of violence committed by mili-

tismen were 80 infrequent that they can be dlsmissed as the

62
He Smith to A. Ames, August 30, 18756, quoted in

genate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sesa., p. 26,
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inevitable voncomitant of protracted military activity. When
viewed from the perspective of owverall militie operations in
the South during Reconstruction, vne's reaction is not so
mueh of herror at an excessive number of overt ects committied,

but one of surprise that there were no more.




MINSTRELS AND BRINDLE~TAILS

Among the grim ironies of Reconstruction, none was
more prophetiec than the fast that Arkensas, after the insugu-
ration of Governor Clayton in July, 1868, was welcomed back
to the sisterhood of states with a military salute of fifteen
guns. This wag a most fitting ocelebration, since thet turbu-
lent state would continue to hear sporadio firing for six
years following. A not inconsiderable amount of this shooting
was directly comnected with the Negro militia, for in no other
Southern state were these forces used as often or as actively
a8 in Arkansas,

The first wave of militis aotivity resulted from
the gubernatorial declaration of martial leaw lasting from No~-
vember, 1868, to Pebruary, 1869.1 This purgative failed to
cure any fundamental political sickness in that most ﬁfflieted
state and when viewed in retrospeot, the social unrest, mobi-
lizetion of HNegro troops, ard resulting violence were mere
harbingers of things to came, For once egain, in the spring

of 1874, politicel diffioultles were to throw that unfortunate

1
For details, see Chapter III.

67
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state into a full-fledged civil war, and Negro farmers were
once more to leave their flelds to enroll in the military
forces of the state. Only, this time, the oircumstences would
be considerably different. Both parties in the struggle would
be Arkeansas Republicans, and as is 8o ¢ften the oaee when good
friends fall out, the fight would be a fierce cne.

The background for the so-called Brooks~Baxter War
of April, 1874, is hopelessly entwined in the slusive political
history of the preceding years, Powell (Clayton, who had come
to Arkansas with the Union Army and had desided to remein, was
elected governor in 1868 and held that office until March,
1871, when he entered the United Statoa Senate. During his
nost active administration, the Republican Perty in Arkensas
was faced with the serlows problem of intermal division.
Clayton, while essentially a courageous man, was wanting in
the tact and foresight whioh are &o neceasary in order to weld
disparats segments linto a homogeneous party.3 For two years,
he successfully prevented a schism, but seeds of discord were
firmly planted in the political 80il of Arkenses; visible
signs of dissension had appeared as early as 1870, When Clayton

resigned the governorship in order to take & Senate seat, his

2
Staples , Arkensas, pp. 276-278
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eontinued contrel of ths state was practically assured through
execution of a maneuver which brought 0. A. Hadley, long~time
Clayton satellite, into the executive mension. Hadley was
considerably less adept than his predecessor in political di-
plomacy, and during his brief administration, the party split
wide open. This splintering was due to two considerations.
The first of these was the faet that bitter enmities on the
local seene made it impossible for contending forcea to operate
within the framework of one party. A second consideration was
that Arkensas was only a microcoem of the national political
scene, where the Republican Party was being ripped by the
Liberal Republicen revolt. The bolters in Arkansas ralllied to
the standard of Joseph Brooks, “"blaeck-bsarded, heavy set,
sullen looking former exhorter and evengelist from Iowa ™
who had first come to Arkanses as chaplein to a Negro regi-
ment of United States ~troops.3 The Regular Republicens remanined
under the control of Clayten.

The election of 1872 brought the intra-party battle

out into the open with each group nominating a complete ticket.

3 Fletoher, Arkansas, p. 208, Powell Clayton, in re-
ference to Brooks, once saids “with the exception of myself,
he perhaps was...the most unpopular man in the whole state.”
Clayton, Aftermath, p. 347,
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The liberal feotion, with Brooks as their candidate, began an
all-out war on the Clayton group. The Regular Republicans,
with Clayton still in the driverts sest, chose Klisha Baxter,
& quiet, hard working, ex-circut Judge as their man. Baxter's
two most prominent qualifioations seemed to have been his
indictment for treason by the Confederacy and his freedom from
any participation in the shady finanoial deals of the Clayton
era. The Baxter tiocket endorsed the Grant administretion
while the Brooks group pledged themselves to support Horace

Greeley and Grats Brm.4

The Demoorats, in order to play
their advwantage to the hilt, made no nominations themselwves,
but informally agreed to support Broeks, lergely because he
was anti-Claytoen,

A very lively campaign ensued, in which the two wings
of the shattered Republican Party received nicknemes deetined
to became part of the political wvoeabulary of Arkensas. The
Clayton supporters, or Regulars, were dubbed “minstrels™,
and although the actual reason is wvague, one authority suggests
that it was derived from the fast that they sang "more sweetly
to Clayton'se ee.ra."5 The Brooks followers, on the other hand,

beceme known as “Brindle~Tails™, as & result of a Brooks

4
Americen Annual Cyelopaedia, 1874, (New York, 1875),

Pe 37
5 Fletcher, Arkenses, p. 230.
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supporter's comparisen of his leader bo & brindle~tail bull
which “bellowed so loud that it seared all the other cattle
ralf to death.*S kepublican versus Republican produced &
campaign as lively and intereating as any two party oontest
before or since. Negro Republicans in one group used many
of the generally recognized Conservative cliches to desoribe
the shortoomings of Negroes on the other eside. Prominent

carpetbaggers outstripped ome ancther in derouncing carpet~

baggery s?

and Brooke set the tone of the campaign by declar-
ing that, if elected, he would fil)l the ooumty jail “so full
of Clayton's followers that their arms and legs would stiok
out of the windows."

The elestion of November § wes acoompanied by many
irregularities. The state militie, now legally under contrel
of BHadley, but actually atill at the disposal of Clayton,

were placed around the polls. When the results were officially

6
Ibid.

7 One group of Negro soldiers volced the sentiment
thet "no damned carpet~bagger would be allowed to stay in the
country.® Their leader, John J. Willliams, was the most promi-
nent local member of the species. Testimony of John Ellis,
House of Representatives Report no. 2, 43 Cong., & seas., p. 346,

8
Fletoher, Arkansas, p. 231,
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announced in the legislature, Baxter was declared the vietor
and duly installed.? Brooks attempted to obtain an injunction
in the United s&tos courts to prevent Baxter's accession, bhut
the case was thrown ou‘b.?‘o A subsequent appeal to the legis~
lature was also rejected. Finally, in desperation, Brooks
filed suit against Bexter in the Pulaski (Qounty Court, but

it was by this time generally asswaed that nothing would come
of the actien. Subsequent events were to prowe this one of
the great misocaloulationa of the decade.

Fifteen months later, on Wednesday, April 15, 1874,
the Pulaski oourt rendered & zurprise decision, appsrently based
more eon polities than on law, favoring Brooka.n Armed with
a court order and surrounded by loyal supporters, among whom
was General Cattersom of martial~lew fame, now dressed in full
militia uniform and carrying a rifle, Brooks invaded the State

12

'House and ordered Baxter out. Upon his refusal to comply,

2
Ibid.
10
American Annual g_zclopaodia s 1874, p. 38,
1 rpid,
12

Van Buren (Arkanses) Pree Press, April 21, 1874.
Fletcher, Arkanses, p. 234. Ameriocan Annusl Cyclopaedia,
1874, p. 38,
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Baxter was foroibly ejected from the office by two of Catterson's

men. AS he was led from the room, he turned to his rivals and

slowly, deliberately, and prophetically wttered what might

easily be called the understatement of the era: "You will heer

from me again soon, 15
The next five deys were marked by feverish sotivity

a5 both sldes took steps to solidify their posibions, Brooks

settled down in the State House with approximately three hundred

ermed men, mostly Negroes, on guarﬂ.14 The Baxter forces set

up headquarters in the Anthony Howse, favorite political gather-

ing plece in Little Rook, within easy gunshot of the State

House.ls Arkangas now had two governors, both of whom were

frantically sending olaime of legitimacy to President Grant.

As soon as Brooks had become acolimated Yo his new surroundings,

he sent a taelegram to Grant claiming to be the legal governor

of Arkangas, and requested that ths asbtate aris in storage at

the Federal arsenal be delivered to him.ls Bexter simultaneously

3
Fletoher, Arkansas, p. 255,

4 tuia., p. 286,

16
American Annual Cyclopaedias, 1874, p. 38.

é
1 Jogeph Brooks to Ulysses 8. Grant, April 15, 1874,
quoted in ibid, p, 39.
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reported the detalls of his suster to the president, sand al~
though he expressed hope that the dispute would be settled
"without bloodshed™, he astated his firm intention "“to take
measures immsdiately to resume possession of the state property”
ard $0 maintain his awthority as rightful governor.’’ The
president, acting through his Attorney General, George H.
Williems, anawered both claimante on the following day. FPer-
haps previcus reactions %o his Southern polioy hed mede him
cautious, for without resognizing the authority of either,

he refuasd to send troocps to aupport Baxterls

1@

or Yo allow
Brooks to seoure guns from the arsemal.

Baxter thereupon declared martial law in Pulaski

County in whieh the capitel, Little Rook, was situated.’®

He reorganized the militia, placing them under commard of

General Robert (. Newton, former Confederate offiear.zl

7
1 Elisha Baxter to Ulysees 3. Grant, April 15, 1874,

quoted in ibid.

18 Ulysees 5. Grant to Ellisha Baxter, April 16, 1874,
quoted in ibid.

19 Ulysses 5. Orant %o Joseph Brooks, April 16, 1874,
quoted in ibid.

20 Ven Buren (Arkanses) Free Press, April 21, 1867.

&1 Fletcher , Arkansas, p. 239.
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At the same, Brooks issusd an order revoking all of Haxter's
militia appointments, announced his own selections, and placed
supreme ocommand in the hands of James F. Fagan, also an ex~
Cenfeéerate.gg A1l in all, the scons was ludicrously reminis-
oent of that unseemly period in medieval church history whea
rival popes hurled anathems end exoommunication upon one another.
And while these sesnes were being enacted, Captain T. E. Rose,
in command of the Federal troops stetioned in Little Roeck,
acting on orders from Washington, issued warnings to both sides
to avoid tu.»ll;!.:ﬁimf:.a5
Moanwhile, both sides c¢ontinued preperations for war.
Arms were sealously sought for thelr respective supporters.
Attempts Lo borrow guns from the Federal arsensl met with flat
refusal from Captein Rose, Brooks foreces broke into the state
arsenal and took a hundred stand of arms and two cannon whish
were strategically placed around the ‘&tato Houwse .24 A personal
friend of Brooks' named MoDiarmid was sent to §%. Louils to
procure arms oh the basis of a fifty thowsand dollar appropria=-

tion which Brooks claimed to have. His efforts were amply

22

Barrell, Brooks-Baxter War, p. 207,
23

American Annual Cyclopaedia, 1874, p. 41.
24

Herrell, Brooke~Baxter War, p. 214.
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rewarded; two thousand Springfield rifles, thirteen thousand
rounds of smmunition, and several cases of revolvers were shipped
into Little Rock for Brooks partisans 25 rne aoccupants of the
State House were also supplied with several carloads of provi-
sions, in preparation for an extended niege-.aﬁ Bexter adherents
had not been lidle eithsr. The stoecks of three local gun mer-
chants were seiszed and issued to recruits as they m.rr’.'n.wn;wa.:37
The deposed governor sent William E. Woodruff as his personal
envoy to Texes on & gun~raising expadition,zs while on the local
scene, soms of the more fervent Baxterites unearthed a sixty-
four pound slege gun which had lain encrusted in river bank

mud for the nine long years sinee the end of the war. Un~
officially ohristened "Lady Baxter®, it wes unspiked and re-
furbished, then hauled to the Anthony House lawn where, aimed
forbiddingly in the general direotion of the enemy, it enjoyed
one last moment of glory before being honorably retired, with

e suitably ingcribed plague attached, to a plevce of distinetion

on the State House grounds to receive homage from future

2
b Benjemin §, Johmson, "The Brooks~Bexter War",

Publicatione of the Arkanses Historical Commission, II
. 146-146.

2

8 Ivid.

2
7 Fletcher, Arkanses, p. 241.

28 Insa., p. 252.
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generations of -sightsears.zs

Reinforsements , primarily for Bexter, poured into
Little Rock from all dirscticns, coming by horseback, wagon,
trein and beat. Upon arriwl, they were sworn into the state
guard, armod, and assigned & billet, The most oolorful leader
to emsrge on either side was H, King White, "tall, rawboned,
red~hesded and freckled" swashbuckler, who although only twenty=

30

eight years of age, wes a veteran of Morgan's raiders. At

the outset of the trouble, he had telegraphed Baxter promising
to “furnish 1,000 men, if necessary, to reinstate yom."m

He was as good as his word, On Saturday, April 18, the steamer
Mary Boyd arrived in Little Rock bearing White and his army of
three hundred ®strawhatted, comtless, and largely unarmed mob
of Negro field hands .“32 Greeted by an imposing array of local
dignitaries in a eeremony complete with brass band and martial
tunes , the Negroes paraded from the landing to the Anthony House

headquarters singing what was to become known as the “Baxter

e
"Lady Baxter" ean still be seen today by visitors
to the 0ld Capitol in Little Rook.

30 Herrell, Brooke~Baxver Wal, p. £50,

King White to Elishe Baxter, April 16, 1874. wuoted
in ibidc, p. 2180

32 Fletoher, Arkansas, p. 241,
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Seng":
. Do you see that bost come around the bend?
Goodbye, my lover, goodbye;
It's loaded down with Baxter men,
goodbye, my lover, goodbye 183

Another boatload of Baxter troops arrived abeard the
Kitty Beglor. The ewmer, J. D, Hegler, of Cimpinnati, hepiag
to make a qmiuk preflfvna & troop earrier, took nﬁ a iaad of
Nagro aoléi@rs at Pine Bluff. Hagler's hopes were unfortunately
blighted by his passengers, whn,.before.reaehing Litbia Rook,
had succeeded in looting his eargo “to the amount of a thousand
dollars®™ in liquors, cammed fruits and oandi&s.ag

Behind all these ﬁraparthans for war, stﬁanga thing&’
were happening in the politicel field. In a dassling display
of political footwork, aarlier alignments were exaotly reversed.
A majority of Regular Republicans, following the leed of the
unpredictable Clayton, swung over to the support of Brooks.35
This came sbout as & result of Clayton's discovery that Baxter,

a8 governor, intended to make his own deeisionm% After a

38 Fletoher, Arkanses, p. 4l.

3
4 Testimony of J. D. Hegler. House of hHepresente-

tives Eeport‘gg,‘g, 43 Conge, 2 8668, P» 370,
3

5 Clayton, Aftermeth, p. 348,

%6 Baxter later said: "I had to choose botween being
their tool or their enemy." Printed statement of Elisha Baxter,
April 28, 1874, in possession of the writer,
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quarrel over oalling up the militia, during which Baxter flatly
refused to comply with Clayton's demands, the latter joined
forces with Brooks, oreating an alliance that caused one poli-
tician to recsall, with some humor, the campaign of 1872 in
which "Mr. Brooks was painted blacker than midnight darknese

by the very men who teday are trying to make him governmor of

37

Arkmnses. Original Brooksites, more out of anti-Clayton

feeling than anything else, but also prompted by the knowledge
that Bexter, dwing his short term had proved a ocapable and
honest sdministrator, moved into the ever-widening oircle around
the Anthony House. This amasing political about-face was ac-
companied by considerable name calling and bad feeling; and
the mounting number of reinforcements erriving daily turned
Little Rook into an armed cemp,.>o

As 8o frequently ocours when belligerents are fully
armed , they stumbled accidentally imto a fight. late in the
afternoon of Tuesday, April 21, King White held & dress parade

to show off his army which had by then grown to nearly two

37
Sgpeeoh of W. W, Wilshire delivered in Arkansas
Eouse of Representatives, May 28, 18674. Copy in possession
of writer,

38
May 7, 1874.

New York Hereld, April 19, 1874, The Independent,
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thousand men. Using the sought after military band, he marohed
his troops through the atreets of Little Rook for almost an
hour before drawing them up in formatlion before the Antheny
House. The ™colored bravee™ clamored for Baxter, who presently
appeared on the hotel balcony to address them.w He recounted
the events which had led wp to the present situation and re-
iterated his intention of retaking the office, but refused to
give any definite orders:

Officers and commanders cammot give, in

adwvance, to the troops or to the country,

& detailed mocount of their proposed op=-

erations. They are necessarily military

secrets; they are matters which necessa~

rily must be kept quiet; and you will not

expect of me on an occasion as public as

this to deteil my plan of operation.40
At this Juncture, the impetuous White interrupted and asked
pointedly whether Baxter planned to have them take the State
House or xm'b.41 Baxter replied by cautioning the men to re-
etrain themselves and had begun to leave the baleoony when King
White, all the while protesting that he had not, of course,

come to make a speech, made a very flery one indeed:

39
pDaily Arkeanses CGeagzette, April 22, 1874,

Harrell, Brooks-Baxter War, p. 226,

4l Fletcher, Arkensas, p. 347,
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I have brought with me here & number of
colored men. It has been said, sir, that
these cclored men will prove treacherous
to you. 1 now ask these colored men, in
your presence, and in the presence of this
aasemnblage, whether we shall stand firm to
Elisha Baxter?42

Then, warming to his task, he continued:

Purnish us simply with the means -=- give

us the authority ~- pronounce the order,

and I will guarantee to you, sir, that

in twenty five minutes from the time the

order is written, Joseph Brooks will eilther

be in hell or the archives....
Baxter protestingly thanked White, expressed his own great
confidence in the blaek soldisrs, and withdrew with the ad-
monition to “be patient, conduct youwrselves orderly, and have
no fear for the consegquences o4

The Negro bend had just struck up & lively tune when

an incident oscurred whioh precipitated a general outbreak.
White gave an order for his troops Lo march. Captain Rose,
who had been watohing the scenes from horseback nearby, fearing
that White planned to move against the Brooks forees, suddenly

spurred his horse toward White accidentally knooking down iwo

42
Harrell, Brooks-~Baxter War, p. 226,

43
Ibid.

44
Ibid.
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of the musiclans. When Rose reached White, angry words were
sxchanged. White warned Rose that he would not be permitted
to ride over the colored soldiers, even if he was an officser of
the United States.'® Rose hotly ordered White to keep his place
and to restrain his men, to whioh White answered: "“You are an
offioer and should be & gentlemen. Whether you are or not, I
am; I'11l not permit you to ride over my men nor over ne, sir,n46
What happened next is a matter of dispute. One account says
Rose drew his pistol end fired at White.®? pnother olaims that
one of the Negross fired at Rose.ﬁa All that is certain is
that a shot rang out, which was the signel for a wild outbreek
of indisoriminate firing which lasted for at least five minutes.
When the shooting died down on this first battle of
the Brooks-Baxter War, ths casualty list was hardly a tribute
to the marksmanship of either side. An elderly citizen of
Little Rock, D, Y. Shall, who had been enjoying the scene from
a window in the Anthony House, was shot through the hesd and

died within the hour.49 One of Brooks' "oolonels™ was shot

45
Ibid., p. 227.

6 Ibid.

7
1bid.’ Pe 228.

48 114,

49 metcher, Arkenses, p. 248.
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through both legs, and several soldiers on both sides were

wounded ‘50

Other cesualties included a chambermaid who un=-
wisely jumped from an upstaris window of the Anthony House in
her exoitement, and one Rewverend Gillem, a colored divine,
who was badly cut a8 & result of a spectacular leap through
the glass door of & merchantile establishment to make way for
the combatante.5} By nightfall, quiet had been restored.
Three immediate repercussions were felt from this
initial engagement, The first was the :la,am'nne of & general
order olosing “all altablis_tmnte #olling intoxicants™ in
Little Rook until further notice.’? The second was & proola-
mation by Baxter ocalling the leglslature into extraordinary

session to convene May 1]...5s

The third wes & telegram from
President Grant to Baxter expressing the unlikely hope "that

the military forces will now be disbanded.”®* Noedless .to

50 1bid.

1
Barrell, Brooks=Baxter War, pp. 228+229,

2 General Order 1€, April 22, 1876. Adjutant-Gen=-
eral's Office File, State of Arkansas, Arkensas Historioal
Commission, Little Rock. Cited hereafter as AGO File, State
of Arksnsas.

538
American Annual Cyclopeedis, 1874, p. 43.
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Ulysses §. Grant to Elisha Baxter, April 22,
1874, Cited in Harrell, Brooks-Bexter Wer, p. 231,
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say, the forces were not dlshbanded, end Little Rock remsined
in an unsettled and agitated condition. Protests began to be
volced by mershants, im perticuler, and by texpayers, in
genor&l.sa One such report reached the desk of President
Grant:

The ocountry is now full of mereuding par-

ties reoruiting soldiers, and unless soon

checked and sent home will dogenerate into

& band of robbers., To sustain their law=-

less, idls vwagabondism, they offer their

dupes $22 a month and board to enlist on

thelir side. Where, 8ir, is the monsy to

coms from to pay and support theae be-

trayed poor negroes who leawve their erops

and tamilies.n.‘s

The war lenguished in Little Rock after this first

explosion, largely because King White and his troops hadAbeen
evacuated to Pine Bluff, But if quiet reigned in the capitsl
city, such was not the case in the provinces. The pugnaclous
White, still anxious for a fight, soon found an excuse for one.
A Brooks supporter named Murphy reeruited a company of some
two hundred Negroces at New Gascony, approximately fiftesn miles
from Pine Bluff. white, chafing under a forced insotivity,
decided to make & move. This he did, end with considerable

vigor. On the morning of April 30, he loaded two hundred of

65

56 C. Taylor to U. 8. Grant, April 27, 1874, Quoted in
Senate Executive Document no. 61, 43 Cong., 1 sess., p. 6.

B. 5. Johnson, "The Brooks-Baxter War®, pp. 156-156,
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his colored militiamen aboard the steamer Hallie and sailed

57

for New Gasoony. Murphy's men were gethered at Cornerstons

Chureh preparing for a pnrada.ss

White arrived without baing
discovered, landed his foroces snd mounted them on horses
pressed into service for the occasion before charging the sur-

prised Murphy forees .59

The latter retreated behind e nearby
fence and opened fire, but the oharge had done its work. The
Murphy troops were routed and that unfeortunate man was shot
in the head, taken prisomer, and lodged in the Jail ay Pine

60

Bluff. Nine of Murphy's troopers were killed and twenty-

odd wounded, while White suffered only four casualties in

this most furious single encounter of the war.61
The last significeant engagement took place on May 7,

and was, oddly enough, a sort of amphibious operation. The

Baxter forces learned that a shipment of arms for the enemy

7
Fletcher, Arkanses, p. 26l.

58 Ibid-’ Pe 238o

59
Inid.

0 1vid., p. 251.

61
Harper's Weekly, May 16, 1874. Harrell, Brooks=-

Baxter War, p. 238,
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was on its way down river by flatboat. General Newton detailed
forty men to sall aboard the ubiquitous Hallie to intercept

ths guns. Their clandestine departure at three in the morning
did not, howsver, escape thse watohful eyes of the Brooksitea.
General Fegan, upon receipt of this intelligence, sent a body
of his men by trein ahead of the Hallie, and had them prepare

an ambush near Palarm (:ree]a:.62

One officer walked back upriver
in an attempt to pesrsuade the Hallle to turn back., His shouts
were ignored, however, and as the river boat oame abreast of

the camaflouged Brooksites, a volley was fired. Several men
aboard the Hallle were killed and every man but one was *4»:4.:n;|ns:\acl.63
The good ship was damaged in the exchange and drifted help-
lessly to the opposite side of the river, where those who wore
able eseaped.e* The ill-starred Hallie was taken back to

Little Rook a prize of the Brocks forces, to be scuttled shortly

66 AS

thereafter under cover of darkness by persons unknown,
e result of this engagement, those Baxter men who had parti-

cipated, or what was left of them, were oonsigned to permanent

62 Fletcher, Arkanses, p. 266,

65 1v14., p. 256.

8¢ 1p14.

65
Ibid. s Pe 267.
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glory by being officially designated the “Hallie Rifles“ges

Meanwhile, official pressure from Washington was
being inereased. On May 9, Attorney General Willlams informed
both olaimants timt settlement of the question by the gethering
legislators would be considered binding. Je beseeched both
men to disband their forees.e? Baxter's refusal oaused the
Fresident to send a personal request to each side favoring
disbandment, but this time Brooks refaased.% With matters
praotically at a standstill, the extraordingry session of the
legislature oconvened and promptly sent a resclution to Presie
dent Grant whioh led to the issuance on May 16, of a presi~
dential proclamation recognizing Bexter as the legal governor
of Arkansas and ordering the Brooks forces "to disperse and
return peaceably to their respactive abodes within ten

day-...."sg Goenorals Newton and Fagan conferred and agreed

€é
Ibid. In the museum of the Arkansas Historiocal
Commission in Little Rock, there hangs s faded portrait of
the Hallie affair.

67
Dispatoh from Attorney General G. H., Williame to
both “governors®™, May 9, 1874. Quoted in American Annual
Cyclopaedisa, 1874, p. 44.

68
Ibid., p. 46.

69
Proclamation dated May 15, 1874. Quoted in Harrell,
Brooks~Baxter War, p. 256,




to terms of disbandment which provided for the twrning in of
state arms, immunity from assault to the losers, and stute
subsidized transportation baok to their homes. °

The war was over. But before retuwrning to the
nundene pursuits of everyday life, King White held one lest
grand review of the Baxter forces, and his faithful Negreo
troops left Little Rook as they had entered it, singing.
When the last ohorus of "We'll Hang Joe Brooks to & Hour
Apple Tree® had died down, : and the last militiaman had re-

turned to his filelda, the results of the war seemed pitiful

89

indeed. Beyond doubt, the state Republican Party had suffered

a blow from whioh it was never to recover, for within a few
short months the Demoecrats were to return te paower uader the
lesdership of A. H. Garland. Only Joe Brooks reslly salvaged
anything at all; President Grant appointed him postmester

of Little Rook.72 Most ironic of all, the Negroes had once

again been oalled to arms, this time to fight to the death,

70

General Order 10, May 16, 1874, AGO Flle, State
of Arkenseas.

71
Fletehor, Arkexsas, p. 263,

72
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if necesaary, in behalf of two white claimants for the gov—
ernorship and the result had been the elimination of the

Hegro as a politioal faoctor in Arkensas.

20



ANOTHER BATTLE OF NEW QRLEANS

The bloodiext single encounter of the entire Reconw
struction period in which Negroe militie forces were engaged
was fought in New Orleans on September 14, 187¢. Late in
the afterncon of that day, two armed groups clashed in a full-
soale pitohed battle complete with infantry, artillery, and
deployment of troops. The White Leaguers fought against a
combined foroe of Negre militia and metropolitan polioce,
Af‘ter the gshort but fierce struggle had ended, over & hundred
men bled from wounds whlle partilsana collected for burial the
twenty-odd corpses which lay in the streets,.

Had nothing else occcurred during the period, this
incident alone would make it wortlwhile to trace the story
of the Negro militia in Louisiana. However, as one painfully
unravels this tale from the confusing mate of local politics,
other faotors emerge which further justify individual con=
sideration., For nowhere else were Federal troops so freely
employed to do or undo the work of the militia., Nowhere else

were these militia forces so exclusively the governorts priwate

9l
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army, consistently used in either the furtherance of his own
political ecareer or in opposition to somecne else’s., And
nowhsre else c¢ould one witness the strange spectacle of one
of the half-dozen most famous of all Confederate generala,
in one last exercise of nmilitary command, riding at the head
of a column of Negro militliamen,

The roots of the militis movement in Louisiana go
back to the perlied just after the close of the war. 1In
February, 1866, a rising young politician nsmed Henry Clay
Warmoth, an ex-Union army officer turned New Qrleans lmyer,l
wrote this aceount describing the attitude of many Louisiana

residenta:s

They openly declare that when the mi-
litary is removed they will make it too
hot here for inion menj and only a fow
daye ago I heard & young man on the
streeots say that 'hereafter a northern
man might jus§ a8 well be in hell as try
to live here,

1 Warmoth, born in JIllinois in 1842, became & lileu-
tenant occlonel in the 32nd Misaourl Volunteersz in 1862, He
served on J. A. MoClernand's staff during the Vicksburg cem-
peign, was dishonorably discharged, and leter reinstated by
presidential order. Aftter the war, Warmoth opensd a law office
in New Orleans, became & prominent political figure for a dec~-
ade, then lived quietly on in Loulsiana until his death in
1931. Allen Johnson (ed.), Diotionary of American Biogra
(Wew York, 1828), XIX, pp. 4B67-4b8, Cited herssiter as DAB.

2 Beury C. Warmoth, Letter of H. 0. Wamoth, Claimant

of & Seat In the House of Aepresentatives 4As & @ Delegete From From
The Territory of Loulsiana EWuahing‘bon, 1886), p. %5
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When this same Warmoth was insugurated as governor two ysars
later, local sentiment had apparently not abated. The law
passed by Congress in March, 1867, prohibiting the organiza-
tion of militia foroes in the Southern states, was strietly
observed by Warmoth even though he complained that "it strips
me of all ;.mlux'.‘f5 The resulting weakness of his administration
was fully uppreos;n:od by his opponents, for vieclence oontinued
apace. In September, 1868, the Opelousas riot erupted, and
from then until the general election on November 4, the state
passed through a veritable reign of terror. During all these
disorders, Warmoth remained practically helplesas; time and
again he was foroed to appeal for aid to the Federal commander
stationed in New Crlesms.?

Upon repeal of the militia prehibition in 1869 ,5

Wermoth took immediste steps to remedy his deplorable lack

H. C., Warmoth, War, Polities and Reconstruotion:
Sto. Days in Louisiana, (HNew York, 1930), p. 76. Cited
reafter as Warmoth, Wer, Polities, and Reconstruction.

On Qotober 25, 1868, for example, Warmoth issued
the following appeal to General Lowvell Rousseau: ™I am com=-
pelled to appeal to you to take charge of the peace in these
parishes end to use your foroes to that end." Ibid.

5
Congressional Globe, 4% Cong., 3 sess., p. 325,




of armed force. As a result of his insistent urging, the
legislature passed a militia bill in early aApril, 1870, autho-
rizing the organisation of a militia and appropriating one
hundred thousand dollars to carry the law intoe sfPect.® The
organisation and subsequent use of this militia must be con~
sidered as part of the larger story of internal political
struggle in Loulsliena, and in order to re-create the tale in
its entirety, & survey of the loeal politioal soene becomes
imperative.

As in several other Southern states, the Radiocal
Party which emerged triumphant as a result of the Reconstruo=-
tion Acts enjoyed a relatively short period of unity and was
then rent by internal strife. The split among Loulsiana Re=
publicans began ﬁc early as 1870 when the anti-Warmoth group
opposed the governor in his successful maneuver to remove the
restrietion making him ineligible for re-sleotion.7 Open
rupture between the two wings of the party took plece during
the state sonvention of August, 1871, In the conlitions
which resulted, Governor Warmoth was supported by P, B, $.

Pinehback, a Negro politician who exercised considerable

6
lonn, Louisiana After 1868, p. 66.

7
Ibid, » Po 78.
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influence over members of his race, while the opposition formed
what beoame known in local circles &s the "Custam~House®

8

faction. The latier was built around the cambined foroes of

United States Marshal S. B. Packard, George W. Carter, Speaker
of the House of Representatives, end J. F. Casey, brother-in-
law of the Presldent and oollector of customs for the port

9

of New Orleans. Aotually, two conventions were held aimul-

tansously; the Packard fsotion held olosed sesslions in the
Custom House while the Warmoth grouvp met in Turner's mn.m
The first test of atrength between the two foroea
took place in Rovember, 1871. On the 2Z2nd of that month,
Lieutenant Governor Qsomr Dunn died, and both factions
attempted to put one of their men in the ofi‘iec.n Warmoth
won out by arranging for the eleotion of Pinechback as presi-
dent of the Senate, automatically placing him next in line
for the governorship. Whether or not the charges of bribery

levied against Warmoth are true, there can be no doubt that

8
Ibid.

9
Ibid., p. 10.

10
Ibid., p. 102,
11

Aloee Fortier, A History of Loulsiana (New York,
1904), IV, p. 117. Cited hereaiter as Fortier, Loulsiana.
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his viotory only widened the party bresch.t?

When the legislature reconvened in Jenuary, 1872,
existing bad feelings led to the outbreak of the Carter-Warmoth
feud during whieh the Louisiana militie were organized and
used for the first time. The feud was essentially a struggle
to control the leglslature. On January 4, Speaker Carter
was expelled from his position amidst great confusion and
excitement, and & Warmoth man inetalled in his place.la
The ousted Carter gathered his followers and moved into a
room over the Gem 3aloon on Roysl Street and set up ancther
legislative body.l?

The existence of this riwval body spurred Warmoth
into actlon, and he decided to call up the militia, In
looking arcund earlier for a satisfactory leader, his eys
had fallen upon nona other than James A. Longstreet, Lee's
formor eorps commander who had in 1866 settled down in New

Orleans to the routine 1ife of a cotton hroker.15 Longgtreet's

12 Loan, Louisiana After 1868, p. 107,

13
Ibid., p. 119.

14
Fortier. Louiaiﬂ-m' Pe 1l8.

16
H. J. Eckenrode and B. Conrad, James Longstreet:
Lee's War Horse, (Chapel Hill, 1936), pp. 372-375, éi@eﬁ

hereafter a&s Kokenrode and Conrad, Longatreet.
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willingness to be reccnstructed cost him both scoial and busi-
ness standing in New Orleans, but President Grant, in whose
wedding Longstreet had been best man, appointed him surveyor
of custams in New Qrleans in Mareh, 1869.]'s Warmoth followed
suit by eppointing him Adjutent General of the state militia

on May 13, 1870, with & salary of three thowsand dollars per

a.nnm.n When the trouble broke out in 1872, Longstreet was

placed in a position of sctive command upon receipt of this

letter dated January 6:

General: I have the honor %o hand yeu
herewith a commission constituting you
Major General of Loulsiana State Militia,
and by order of his excellenoy the gov-
ernor, to state that you are thereunder
aszigned to the immsdiate command and
supervision of the entire militia, police
and all civil forces of the State of Lou~
isiana within the city of New (Orleans.

0. D. Bragdon
Priwate Seey.m

As a result of this communication, Longstrest found himself

8
Hesgeltine, Grant, p. 153,

17
D, B. Sanger and T, R. Hay, James Longstreet,
(Baton Rouge, 1952), p. 349, Cited hereafter as Sanger and
Bay, L%traet.

18 House of Representatives Miscellaneous Document

no. 211, 42 Cong., ¢ sess., p. Bil, Sanger and Hay, Longstroet,
Pe 3330




in command of & strange force. Warmoth hed found it "judi-
cious® to arm and organize scme twenty-five hundred whites
"notwithstanding the fact they were soldiers imn the Confed-
erate Army," and another twenty-five hundred mgrma.w
The metropolitan police, under Juperintendent A. 8. Badger,
were incorporated into the militia and were armed with Win-
chester rifles, bresch-loading guns, and & six~pound howit-
aor.2°

By this time, a triangular situation existed in
New Orleans. Warmoth and his legislature were in the State
House , protected by the militia and police; Carter and his
legislature were in the Gem building, surrounded by a large
number of deputized citizens; and a detachment of United
States troops under Oeneral W. H. Emory stood by for any
possible emergenoy.

On January 10, the Warmoth faction tock foreible
possession of the dem without any real opposition. The dis~
pessessed Carterites reassembled in the Cosmopolitan Club ,21

and from this new headquarters mounted a premature counter-

19
House of Representatives Miscellansous Document

no. 211, 42 Cong., 2 6€88., p. 06,

© restimony of A. §. Badger. Ibid., p. 103.

21
Fortier, Louieiana, p. 118,
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attack whieh ended in a blustering and bloedless failure to
take the State House. Failing in his attempt to get the
support of Federal troops, Carter sensed that he must either
make & decisive move or surrender., On Saturday, January 20,
therefore, thousands of circulars were distributed calling
for a mass meoting on Monday, sand urging Negroes, in parti-
ecular, to take arms against "wWarmoth and his thieving orew, 22
On Sunday night, the Algiers armory was broken inte by Carter
followers, and the arms in storage there were distributed
mong.tho mn.as Next day, several thousand men assembled

in answer to Carter's appeal and were prepured to mréh on

the State House when word arrived that President Grent had
telegraphed General Emory to use his troops, 1f necessary,

to prevent violenee.s‘ The President's action made & Wermoth
vietory certain, and the Carterites returned to the legislature
on the governor's terms., The state militia, on its first as~
signment, had been used pr.’ms.r:lly for gusrd duty and had not
been called upon to do any actual fighting. Relative quiet

returned to Louisiana and within a few weeks General Longptreet

a2 Circular reprinted in House of iepresentatives Mis-
cellaneous [ocument no. 211, 42 Cong., 2 sess., pp. 818519,

23 Lonn, Loulsiana After 1868, p. 132.

2
_ ¢ American Annual Cyclopaedis, 1872, (New York,
1873), p. 472,
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wae able to resign his command, giving as his reason the some-
what significant desire to remain “untrammeled in the approach=
ing political canwas ."as

The next perlod of militle sotivity resulted from the
inoredidbly econfusing election of 1872, The aplit in the party
was made more permanent when one side joined foroes with the
Liberal Republican movement which was then taking place on the
nationmal soene, Both faoctions declided to enber a ticket,
Warmoth broke with Grant and threw his support to the Liberal
Republican movemant while the Custom House orowd, with 8. B,
Packard now in control, eontinued behind the Grant adminis-
tration, These two faotions waere not the only ones, howaver,
for at one time, as many se five different slates were being
offered the Louisiana voter. Out of this situatlion ssveral
spesotacular political shifts developed. Warmoth, in one of
the strangest alliances of all time, joined with the Demo~
crats, who for years had been implasable in their oppesition
%o him, to support a fusion ticket headed by John MoREnery
and D, B. Perm. Pinchback, lieutenant governor by the grace

of Warmoth, deserted his benefactor and Joined the Custiom

28
Jo. A. Longstreet to H. ., Warmoth, April 19,
1872. Hemnry Cluy Waermoth Papers, Southern Hlstory Collection,
University of North Caroline, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.,
Cited hereafter as Warmoth Papers.
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Rouse grouwp in support of ancther fusion ticket favoring
Williem Pitt Kellogg and C. C. Antoine,2®

The elestion wus held on November 4, and hardly had
the last ballot been cast before both sides hegan cherging
fraud. and as though the situation was not elready suffi-
elently econfused, two Returning Boards emerged, each supporting
the leglitimsoy of m different cendidete. This distressing oon-
dition continued until the leglslature convened. A few days
prior to that oeccasion, however, the Packard forces obtained
a court order from Judge E, H. Durrell authorizing them to
take over Mechanies Inatitute, site of the sohwduled legis=~

lative aeuion.a?

Packard sccomplished this with the aid of
Federal troops. When the legislature eventwally met, its
first aocts were to impeach Warmoth, install Pinchback as
governor, and procleim Kellogz end Antoine the viotors in
the recent slectiom.

In the meantime, Warmoth and his aupporters set
up shop in Lyceum Hall, and once again Louisiena had two leg-~
islatures. On January 13, the climex of the comedy was resshed

when two governors were added to the growing list of office

28
L.onn, Loulsziena After 1868, p. 161,

27
Ibid, s Po 194.
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holders; Xellogg was inaugurated at Mechamic's Institute while
MoEnery was taking the same osth in Lafayetbe Square.>0

The oomedy was not without ibs grim side. Pinchbaok
oalled up the militia, alerted the police, and placed both
under arms, Longstreet, origimmlly hlred by Wermoth, wes
persuaded %o return agaln to hls post of command in the mili~

tia, now to be used against wﬂrmotah.zg

MoEnsry countsred by
issuing a eall %o all oitizens of the state between the ages
of eighteen and forty-five to enroll in the state militia
which he was erga.nising.w A few days later, on March 6,
the MeoEnery forees attempted to capture the pollce stations
in New Orleans, but were repulsed. On the follewing day,
the MoEmery leglelators were arrested and jailed,’l bringing
& temporary cessation to the Kellogg-MoEnery hostilities.
For the seoond time, Loulsiana militlamen had been ocalled
up, and as had been the case during its earlier mobilization,

no real fighting had resulted.

2
8 I‘bmo, p. 2250

29 J. P. Casey to U, 8. Grant, December 12, 1872,
Quoted in Warmoth, Wer, Politics, and RKecomstruotion, p. 217.

3

0 Lonn, Louisiana After 1868, p, 228,

31
American Annual Cyelopaedia, 1873, (New York,
1874), p. 449.
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Even though the first two oalls had resulted in
false alarms, the third one was to prove a charm. When the
militia was next called up, they were to face a well-organized
White Leagus which was spoiling for a fight. This White
League grew out of a state-wide movement whioh enjoyed its
greatest growth in the period from April to September, 1874,
The first known League was formed in Opelousas in April of
that year ,33 and the movement spread 8o rapidly that by
August it was estimated that membershlp approximsted fourteen

'bhemtmml.53

8inece the Whilte Leagues are to be discuesed in
detail later ,54 it need only be said here, in the most gen-
eral terms, that they were politlco-military orgenizations
dedicated to the restoration, by force if necessary, of
white supremscy, Only whites were allowed to join, and grest
emphasis waes placed upon being adequately srmed and "“pre-

pared to meet any and every ca:margeer.my’«"“55

Iin New Orleans,
the Cresent City White League was formed in July, for purely

defensive purposes, it was claimed, end it wes this particular

2
8 Portier, Louisiana, p. 136.

33 1onn, Loulslane After 1868, p. 258.

34 See Chapter IX.

3
5 Natohitoches Vindicator, July 25, 1874, Quoted

in Lonn, Loulsiana After 1868, p. 260.
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group which was destined to clash with the state militia.
The immediate cause of the fight grew out of a
dispute over the seiszure of arms by ths metropolitan polies.
During the month of August, 1874, several large shipments
of arms reached New Orlesns, These arms were undoubtedly
distributed among the White lLeaguers, and there wes consider-
abdble boasting concerning the ultimate use to which the guns
would be put.’® On September 10, a detashment of policemen
entered the Canal §treet store of Arthur Clivier, an im-
porter of firearms, pleced the mershant under arrest, and
séized ths three sases of guns and twelve kege of smmunition
which had only recently arriwd.""’? Judging from the re-
aoction, this equipment was alao soheduled for delivery to
the Conservetives, The act was condemmed as "one of the
most tyrannical and highhanded outrages which has yet dis-
graced the memory of freedom in this city,“aa and many
eitisens profesged « feeling of insecurity for life and

property unless they were allowed their constitubional

36
Brewster, Sketches, p. 187,

aT
Fortier, Louisiana, p. 138,

58

New Orleans Picqwc, September 10, 1874,
Quoted in Lomn, Louisiena After 1868, p. 269,
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right to bear Qm.fsg

The steamer Misgisaippl was scheduled to arrive in

New Orleans on Jonday, September 14, oarrying snother ship~
ment of guns for the White Leagues. When it was rumored about
town that the police planned to selze the shipment, sz they
had already done in other imta.mm, the Leaguers hecame in-
furieted ,*° and determined to call a protest meeting. Comse-
quently, an appeal to the “eitisens of New Orleans™ appeared
in the newspapers on September 13, deploring the infrignement
of the right to bear arms;s

We therefeore call upon you on Mondey
morning, the l4th day of September,
1874, teo close your places of busi~
ness, without a single exception, and
at eleven o'clock A.M. to assemble at
the Clay statue on Canal Strest, and
in tones loud enough to be heard
throughout the length and breadth of
the land, Declare That You Are Of
Right, Ought To Be, And Mean To Be,
?r“-*l ’

The women of New (Orleans also got & plug in for such inci=-

dental causes as racial integrity, preserwvation of a free=-

59
Lonn, Louisiana After 1868, p. 260,

° Brewster, Sketches, p. 189,

41
¥ew Orleans Bulletin, September 13, 1874. Quoted
in Fortier, Louisiana, pe 139,
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born heritage, and the honor of wives and dnughtorn.42

In anewer to the appeal, saue thres to five thousand
ceitizens assembled on the preposed site at the scheduled hour.
As the meeting progressed, it beocame spparent that the arms~-
bearing queastion had been lost in the larger political issuss
of the day, for the Kellogg-MeEnery controversy was deliberw
ately reopensd. At the conclusion of a long eddress which
claimed that MoEnery and Penn had really defeated Xellogg
and Antoine and that the latter held office only through
“"fraud and violence™, it was resolved that Kellogg immediately
abdicate. Five emissaries were sent to Kellogg to present
the resolution, demand an immsdiete answer, them report his
deoision back to the mﬂcting.*s

The ocommittee departed, called upon Eellogg, but
failed to seo him personally. Henry GC. Dibble, of Kellogg's
staff, resceived the resolution and snswered for the governor

saying that no communication could be received while ™large

Ibid,

43
Brewster, 8ketches, p. 181. Lonn, Loulsiana
After 1868, p. 270. Harper's Weekly, October 3, 1874,




bodies of armed men® were assembled in the oity.** When this
information was repeated to the crowd, it was greeted with
viclent disapprowal. Several fiery speeches were made; then
the men were instructed to go o their homes, get their arms,
and report beck at two-thirty in the afternoon ready for
action.*s ‘Inasmuoh as John MeEnery was out of the state,
Lieutenant Governer Penn issued a proclamation ealling on the
militia, ®embracing all persons between the ages of eighteen
and forty-five years, without regerd to color or previous oon-
dition™, to arm and aesemble for the purpose of “driving the

usurpers from power."’46

Penn then issued General Order no. 1
eppointing Frederick Hash Ogden as provisionsl genersl of
Louisians State Militia.%”

By three o'elock in the afternmoon, the (onservatives
had reassembled under arms. Since New Orleans had long been

sensitive to Parisian fashion, it was not surprising that the

44
He C. Dibble to Committee, September 14, 1874,
Quoted in Portier, Lowisiana, p. 143.

45
Ibid., p. 145.

46
Proclamation quoted in ibid., pp. 145-146.

47
Ibid., p. 146.
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first preparation for battle was to barricade the sirects.
The sitwtion was tense; General Ogden, in command of a foree
composed primarily of New Orleans White Leaguers but dis-
guised as & state militia, was cpposed by the combined forces
of Badger's metreopolitan police and Longstreet's militle.
Onve again, General Emory and his regulars estood anxiously
py.48

At about four fifteen P. M., Longstreet and Badger,
with some five bundred men in possession of a Gatlling gun,
two twelve pounders, and several other piecss of artillery,
moved into position a.ga.imt the Opden forces. Firing broke
out on both sides shortly thereafter., A flanking movement
by e eompany of Ogden's men followed by & frontal assault
caused the metropolitans to fall back, abandoning their ar-
$illery to the ememy.*® (e partieipant olaimed that Gensrel
Longstreet "blanohed™ when he heard the White Leaguers give
the rebel yell during their ohargo.so Longebrest received a

minor wound, and General Badger was taken captive by his

48
William H. Dixon, White Conquest, {Lomdon, 1876),

II' Pe 25.

49 F. H. Ogden to E. J. Ellis, September 17, 1874.

Quoted in Fortier, Loulsiana, pp. 148-163,

60
Cited in Lomn, Louisiana After 1868, p. 271.
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enemies after having been wounded three times, one of which

61

necessitated a leg smputation. On the following morning,

the metropolitan police surrendered, as did the Negro militla

stationed in the State House.oo

Kellogg retreated into the
sanotity éf the Custom House, and Penn toock over the governore
ship pending MoEnery's retwurn to the state. The total number
of ocasunlties was estimated to be sixteen killed and forty-
five wounded among the White Lsaguers plus eleven killed and
sixty wounded among their opponents.ss

Hessages were immediately semt from Louisiana to in-
fluential persnnslin the North in an attempt to head off oriti~
cism of the revolutionary oscurrences of September lith. One
non-participant asserted that he ooculd easily understand “how
hot-headed and ixprudent men sea&;d ae they eare dally by
Kellogg's seizures and illegal acts oould not forege the op-

pprtunity....'s‘ Another more suoeinet aocount merely stated

that "disgust...came to a head and 1ike a huge boil burst‘ss

Yiew York Herald, September 16, 1874.

52 {onn, Louisiana After 1868, p. 272.

83 Portier, Louislens, p. 183,

G. Moormen to W. T. Sherman, September 15, 1874.
William Teoumseh Sherman Papers, Manusorlpts Division, Library
of Congress, Washington, D. C. Cited hereafter as Sherman Papers,
56
D. F. Boyd to W, T. Shermen, 3eptember 16, 1874.
Sherman Pepers.
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But apparently the mosdt influential message which left New
Orleans was the ons aent by the deposed EKellogg to President
Grant seeking aid. For on September 18, the President isaued
a proolsmation ordering the “turdulent and disorderly per-
sons " namely the Pemn~Ogden-Rhite Lesmgue coalition, to
®disperse and retire pesceadly to their respective abodes
within five days....*56 Additionsl Federal troops and thres
naval vessels wore ordered into New Orleans, and on September
19th, Kellogg slippsd back into the State House, there %o
remain in unesey equilibrium for the remainder of his term.57
The nilitia were to have yet another brief though
anti-elimaotio period of activity in Loulsisna. Following
the eleotion of 1876, the state was onoe again thrown into the
unhappy situation of having two governors, when both Stephsn
B, Packard and Francis T. Nicholls claimsd to have been elected.
"Packard, the Republican candidate, settled down in the State
House, derisively called "Fort Paokard™ by his anemiaa,sa

and issued the customary appeal to the President, FNegotiations

66
Richardeon, Messages, pp. 276~277, Harper's
Weekly, September 16, 1874

87
Lonn, Louielana After 1868, p. 275,
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on the national scene relative to Hayes' election had oaused
a declded change in attitude on the Southern guestion. Grant,
operating only in a caretaker status until the inauguration
of Hayes, notified Packerd on Maroch 1, 1877, that the militery
would no longer be used to maintain state administrations in
Louisiara.5? on April 20, 1877, President Hayes issued the
official order for the withdrawal of Federal troops from Hew
Orleans, and four deys later the barracks were emptied.ao
The Packard government, protected only by the Negro militia
and remnants of the metropolitan police, dissolwvwd immediately
thereafter, and that unhappy gentleman, all the while orying
"betrayal®™, departed for Liverpool, there to pscify himself
with a consolation prise, an appointment as United States
Consu1.61
With this collapse .' the Negro militia movement came
to an end in lLouisiana, It had never, with the single ex=
ception of the September l4th engagement, been a particularly
active movement, Its lethargy was due to several reasons,
In the first place, local Eadicals had been late in orgenizing

thelr foroes as compared to their brethern in other Southern

]
Garnie W, MoGinty, Louisiana Redeemed, (New Orleans,
1941), p. 110.

60 Ibid., PP 121-122.

61
Ibid.' Pe 123.
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states. Then, too, 8ince the seat of government wes New Orleans,
and sinece the troops were used almest exclusively in defense

of incumbent administrations, militia activity was confined

to that city alone; it never spread to the previnces, as it did
in other states. But the moat important single factor, by far,
which kept the militia from engaging in little more than guard
duty was the presence, in appreciable numbers, of Federal sol-
disra. in the city. In Loulsiana, they, and not the militis,
were the prewailing forece when a dispute arose, and it was

indeed a fortunate conincidence for that militia that, until

the very last, both forees championed identiecal causes,




ALARUMS AND EXCURSIONS

Never, perhaps, was race war so imminent in Mies=-
issippi as during the autumn of 1875. The condition of near=-
anarchy which ascompanied almost any elestion in that state
during Rsconstruotion.ias aggravated by the presence of two
armed and hostile forees. One group was the Negro militia
which had been ealled up by Governor Adelbert Amee in the
wake of the fearful slaughter at Clinton in September of that
year; the other was the 1llegal white volunteer milltary
campanies whioh had sprung up throughout the state as part
of the Demeoratio program for vietory in the oncoming election,
Both sides were adequately armed and were busily engeged in
the risky business of making frequent demonstrations of force
in the face of the othsr. The air was heavy with threats and
counter threats, and a aecllision eppeared inevitable. Both
sides paraded through the streets while booming artillery

1

salutes kept tender nerves aguiver.” One eyewitness gave the

following report of the situation in Jaokson:

I found the town in great exoitement;
ununiformed militia were parsading the
streetes, both white and ocolored., I
fournd that the white people - demoorats «

Paul Lewinson, Race, Class, and Party, (New York,
1932), p. 55.
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were very much excited in consequence of
the governor organising the militie force
of the state. I found that he was about
sending arms to Clinton and Edwards end
other places along the line of the rail-
road, I found that these people were
determined to resist his marching the
militia to these points with arms, and

that they threatened to kill his militie~

m.z

OQutright war was avolded only by the complete eapitulation of

cne of the bdelligerents at the so~valled Pesce Agreement nee

gotlated in Qectober, 1875, But in order that the end of this

story might be better underastocd, it is necessary to recon~

atruet the sequence of ewents lemding up to the finml surrender.
On March 10, 1870, James L. Alcorn was inaugurated

governor of Mississippi.®

In his inaugural address he urged
citizens not to violate the laws or persecute other citizens,
Although expressing a wish to avold the cost of maintaining

an armed militie, he gave fair warning that he would call up

these forces if it became necessary to bring the people "to

2 Senate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 1801,

Alcorn was a lawyer-planter of Coahoma County.
Although a leader of the anti-secessionist forees in Misse-
issippi, he joined the Confederats army and attalned the
rank of brigadier general. In 1868, he was elected to the
United States Senate but along with other "Confederate
Brigadiers™, he was refused a seat. ghortly thereefter, he
joined the Republican party eand was elected to the governor-
ship on that ticket. DAB, I, pp. 137-188.
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a sense of their obligations %o seoieﬁy."" The fact that
violenoce was held in oheek during 1871-1873 was not due pri-
marily to fear of reprisal by the governor, however, but to
& combination of peculiar local circumstences. 1In the first
place, Alcorn, although he fell in dlsfaver with many persons
because of his alleged defeotion into Republican ranks, was
never 50 bitterly resented by the Conservwatives in Mississippi
as wae his successor. Basicelly conservative in outlook, it
was almost inevitable that he would eventually break with
the Radical wing of his adopted party and find his way back
into the Democoratio feld.s Then, too, during this particular
period, both the internal weakness of the state Democratio
party and the fear of Federal intervention aided in keeping
the peace.

In November, 1871, Alcorn resigned the governorship
in order to succeed Hiram H. Revels in the United States
S8enate, end it was here that the split developed between him

and Adelbert Ames, the other Senator from Mississippi. Both

4
Garner, Mississippi, p. 278,

¥ Aloorn lived to beocome the leader in Mississippi
of the apposition to Federal legislation favoring the Negro.
He was prominent in drafting the disoriminatory Constitution
of 1890. DAB, I, p. 138.
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men, seeking vindiocation at the hands of their constituents,
entered the governor's race in the campaign of 1873, Ames
headed the Redionl faetion of his own party while Alcorn was
supported by eomservative Republicans snd & not inoonsiderable
number of Demoorats. When the vote was tellied, Ames was de-
clared eleoted,

Dating from this rejeotion of Alcern in 1873 and
the subsequent inorease in off'ice-holding by Negroses ,6 the
tempo of vidlense inereased throughout the state, and Negro
militia foroes were ocalled upon to play a more dominant role
in politioal affairs. B8everal faotors were responsible for
this inoreasing unrest, chief among them being the intensity
of fesling driected against Ames personally.’ He had come
to Mississippi in 1866 in command of a destechment of Federal
troocps assigned to garrison duty and had been appointed pro=-

visional governor by General Irwin McDowell in 1868, following

6
Vernon L. Wharton, The Hegro In Misalssippi, 1865~
1890, (Chapel Hill, 1947), p. 162. Cited hereaiter as Wharton,

ﬁgre In Mise hs,iggi.

Ames , a native of Maine, graduated from West Point
just as the Civil War broke out. He rose from lleutenant to
brevet major general during the war, and ceme to Mississippi
with the 24th Infantry which was assigned there for garrison
duty after the wer. Dunbar Rowland, (ed.), Enoyclopedis of
Mississippi History, I, 84-109. Cited hereafter aé Enoyclopedia
of Mississipp story.




118

the removal of Gewverner Beanjamin G. Humphreys.a In Mareh of
the following year, he was given command of the eantire Miss=-
issippl area and enjoyed the dual role of oivil governor and
militery commander until the acocession of Aleorn., In 1870,
Ames boat his sword into a politiocal plowshare and resigned
from the srmy in order to be free to exchange his tunio for
A toga. Along with Hiram Revels, he presented himself for
acoeptance to the United States Senate where the irregularity
of his oredentials, which had been signed by Ames himself,
caused an uneasy delay in hie being seated. While in the
Senate, his dedication to the advancement of the Negro race
sorved only to widen the breach with the Censervatives baok
hu::me.9 In addition to this, his personal stature had not
been enhanced on the local politiocal scene by ’cha contracted
alliance which mede him the son-in-lew of Benjemin P. Butler.l’

In addition to this personal dislike of Ames, two

8 Peroy L. Rainwater, (ed.), "Ths Autobiography of
Benjamin Grubdb Humphreys, August 26, 1808-December 20, 1882,"
The ui.ssiuiggi Valley Historiocal Review, XX1, (September,

15347,

For a conclse aeoount of Ames' personal and poli-
tical career, see Enoyclopedia of Mississippi History, I,
PP 84-106,

10
Ibid,
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other factors sontributed to an inorease in violence. For
one thing, the heretofore defunot Demooratic party began to
wax stronger, and its recovery wes attended Ly a growing em~
phasis on the use of force for politioal ends. At the same
time, fear of Federal intervention was on the wanej the Grant
administration, under the pressure of public opinion, was be=-
coming more cautious in its Southern polioy. At any rate,
Ames was insugureted on January 22, 1874, and before that
year had run its ccurse, the first great outbreak ococcurred.
This conflict revolvwed about the figure of Peter
Crosby, Negro sheriff of Vieksburg., A “Texpayers Convention“,
on December 68, 1874, demanded his resignation and upon his
refusal to comply, forcibly ejected him from effiee.n Crosby
inmediately departed for Jackson where he interviewed Governor
Ames and received his promise of cooperation in retaking his
ei‘fioo.lz Burrying back to Vieksburg, Crosby issued an appeal
for all good Republioans to oome to his assistance, Ames
was as good a8 hls word, and on December 4, he had his priwate
secretary, A. G. Packer, who, incidentally, doubled as Adjutant

General of the state, send thia message:

11
Garner, Misa&uipki, ps 549 et pessin,

12
Ibid,



120

Captain P, C, Hall, care sheriff -~ co~

operate with your militia company with

Sheriff Crosby in his efferts to regain

possession of his office....13
Hall was the Negro oaptain of a gseventy-five man all-Negro
company whioh had been organized in ﬁekaburg“ and was at
the time fully armed and equipped.l® As he mobilized his
foroea, the situation grew tense. Ths mayor of Vieksburg,
an anti-Ames man, issued a proclamation on December 7, olosing
all éaluons and plaoing the oity under martial law, granting
military command to an ex~Confederate officer with e force ¢f
one hundred mn.la Meanwhile, Crogby continued to reoruit
supporters from the outlying Negro settlements by circulating
the story that both President Grant and Governor Ames wsre
in Vioksburg, and that to join the march on the city was the
®Republican thing® to do.l’ Before the sun had set, the an=

tagonists met in two separate battles, the latter being fought

13
Quoted in House of Representatives Report no. 265,
43 Cong., 2 sesB., pPe XXV,

14
Tbid, s Po iv.

1% ownrd Mayes, L. Q. C. Lamar, His Life, Times
and Speeches, (Nashville, 1898), p. 286. Cited horeafter as
Mayes , Lamar,

16
Garner, Mississippi, p. 329 et psasim,

7
The Natiom, January 7, 1876.
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at the Pemberton monument ,13 resulting in the deaths of two
whites and approximately thirty-six mgrma.w President
Grant, on December 21, 1ssuwed & proolamation demanding the
restoration of order and on January 4, 1875, Governor Ames
recelved this gratifying message from General Philip Sheridan:
"I have tonight assumsd control over the Department of the
Gulf. A oompany of troops will be sent to Vickesdburg tamorrow.“zo
Resotion to the Vioksburg riot was mixed. The local
Conservatives went to the unnecessary trouble of electing
another sheriff, only to see him deposed in mid-January by
United States troops and the hated Crosby reinstated.gl One
Mississippian suggested that a double imscription be put on
the Pemberton monument reading: "Here surrendered the Con=-
federate chieftan in 1863, and here fell 100 Dupes to the

unhallowed ambition of Adelbert Ames in 1874;."22 The Nerthern

18
Garner, Mississippi, p. 529 et passim,

19
Ibid.

Philip H. Sheriden to Adelbert Ames, January 4,
1876. Philip H. Sheridan Papers, Manuscript Division, Library
of Congress, Washington, D. €, Cited hereafter as 8heridan
Papers.
21
Garner, Mississippi, p. 329 et passim.

Charles Furlong, Origin of the Outragoa at Vickeg=
burg, (Vieksburg, 1874), p. 16. —
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press voieed a slightly different view:

The latest outbreak of negrophobia has
cseurred 1n Mississippi, in Vicksburg,

and with more disestrous resulte than

have usunlly attended these terrible
evidences of an irreconciliadble antago=
nism of races.... It was, in fact, from
the Vieksburgian point of view nothing
but a gquiet little affair in whioh seventy
sclored oitizens were murdered in cold blood
and one white oitizen had lost his walusble
life...

Onoe more, as always, it is the negross
that are slaughtered, while the whites
escape.

Following the trouble in Vieksburg, Ames sought to
strengthen his pesition. In a message to the legislature,
he decried the lack of & ™well-organized or disciplined'
nﬂith,‘ and reminded the law-makers that even if sush men
were awailable, he did not have ™a dollar to expend® for such
a pnrpoms.z"r Veering sharply away from his earlier desultory
enforcement policies, he threw his weight behind a metropo-
litan police bill designed to oreate the hard ocore of a loyal

army.*5 Although this move was defeated, he refused to give

23 The Independent, December 17, 1874,

24
Message to legislature, December 17, 1874, Quoted

in J. 8. McNeily, "Climax and Collapse of Recomstrusction in
Mississippi, 1874-1896," Publicaetions of the Mississippi His-
torical Soclety, XII (1912}, 526,

2
8 Garner, Mississippl, pp. 887-328,




Wpe. On Pebruary 25, he managed to push through the legisla-
ture an saot disdandlng existing militia compenies, revoking
previocusly isecued ocommisslone, and requiring state arms to
be turned in.26 By this measure he hoped not only te ourbd
the growing white rifle companlies whiech were multiplying
throughout the state but also to regein possession of state
arms for reissue to a reinvigorated militia. His hopes were
foiled agaln, largely beceuse the act was ignored by those in
poasession of the arms. Continuwed pressure by the governor,
hawever, led to the passage in the spring of 1876, of what
became known as the “Gatling Gun Bill™, which authorized the
governor to organize two regiments of ten cowpanies each and
appropriated sizty thousand dollars to carry the act inte
effect, Of this money, five thousand dollars was to be used
for the purchase of arms, speoifically including Gatling
gunl.27

With this law safely on the statute books, Ames,
either lulled into a false sense of security or fearful of

oreating a race war, took no action to organize his militia

ever &t the campaign of 1875 approsched. Unfortunately for

26
Mayes, Lamar, p. 239,

2
7 Garner, Missiesippi, p. 382,
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the governor, he apparently failed to occmprehend the sarmest-
ness with which the Misslissippi Demcerata determined to regain
control of the state. While he continued to hope for a free
ballot and s fair elestion, his opponenta were perfecting
their quasi-militery organization whioh would later serve as
& blueprint for the technique in political violenos known as
the Shotgun Plan. It was no mere coinoidence that the Democorats
selected as their ceampaign mansger Jeames Z. George, & man ex-
porienced in affairs military as well as pnlihical.ga He
personally oonducted the subsequent eampaign&ﬁhich set an all-
time high for frenzied eruptions of political violence.

The firet, and mildest, of the disturbances sasociated
with the campaign took plase in Vieksburg on July 4, 1875,
same three months prilor to the election. The Negroes held
a meeting at the court house "for the performance of patriotic
exercises™, in which the ascheduled speaker weas T, W. Cardota,
perhaps the most bitterly hated of Mississippi's Negro poli-

ticians. An altercation between Cardoza end s local judge

8 George returned to Mississippi after the war and
resumed the law practioe which he had abandoned for military
service. He was instrumental in directing ™The hevolution of
1876™ and was later rewarded for his services by appointments
to the Miselesippi Supreme Court and the United States Sennmte,
DAB, VII, pp. 216=-217.
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resulting from an unflattering sditorial writtem by the former

led to a general outbreak ,29 during whioh ssveral Negroes were

Killea.50

Peace had hardly returned to the countryside before
another and more vicleat outbreak ccourred in Yazoo City.
Conditions in that delta town had remained agitated because of
the aotivities of A, T. Morgan, Republican sheriff, Morgan,
a oarpetbag=planter turned politician, had previously been in-
volved in & Yasoo City mwrder, having shot the man whese job
he subsequently filled.’l 1In addition, he hed sommitted the
social indisoretion of marrying a Negro schoolmisbress, an aot
whieh did nothing to inorease his populerity in locel oiralm.sa
On September 1, 1875, a political meeting was held in Bedwell's
HEall with Morgen as the featured atitraction, The meeting was
attended by a group of Demecrata who interrupted and heokled
Morgan es he tried to speak. An sargument followed, whereupon

pistols were drawn and the hall took on the eppearance of a

29
Senate Report no. 527, I, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. lxi,

80 Encvelopedie of Mississippl History, I, p. 100.

1
Jenate Report no. 527, I, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. lxi.

52
Ibid.
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shooting gallery.aa One white man and three Negroes were
killed, and the oity was immediately pleced under martial
84

law, According to the Yazoo Banner, Morgan "hastened to

Cassius Ames to wham he ories to help him, ere he sinlcs.“ss
Ames threatened to restore Norgan by returning him under escort
of three hundred Negro militiamen. He was persuaded to ohange
his plen when he learned that the people of Yasoo City had
assembled under arms to resist any such maneuver ,M and were
threatening o hang Morgen and kill the Negro militiamen to
the lsst m.“ Morgan discreetly declidsd to remain in Jackson
under the protective wing of the governor,

Before the Yagco City dead were decently buried, the
worst of the pre-eleotlon ricts broke out in the Baptist~
seminary tawn of Clinton, only a few miles from the eapital

oity. At a politieal meeting and barbecue held in Clintom

33
A. T. Morgan to A. Ames, September 4, 1876,
Adelbert Ames Papers, Mississippl Department of Archives and
History, Jackson, Mississippl. ClY%ed hereafter as Ames Papers,
Morgan wrote Ames a fifty~odd page report of the Yatoo (ity riot.

Garner, Miseissippi, p. 376,

s Cited in Morgen, Yazoco, pp. 468-469.

36
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37
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on September 4, it was planned to allow both Demcorats and
Republioans to speak. Prior to the meeting, the Republicans
staged a demonstration in whioch some sight hundred Negross,
armed and organized into a eavalry company, rode through the
streets of the town on gaily beribboned steeds more accustomed
to the plow than the parade ground, followed by several more
campanies afoot.>® When the speeking started, so did the
trouble. While a Republican named Fisher ettempted to address
the crowd, a fight broke out nearby between a white man and

& Negro soncerning a bottle of whiakey.as A shot was fired,
and in the Aelea which resulted, three whites were killed and

several others woundeé.“o

When word of this incident spread,
armed groups of whites from Jackson, Ticksburg and Edwerds!
Station rushed to Clinton by special train bent on ravenge.ﬂ
Por nearly two days, this mob combed the surrounding area
shooting and killing Negroes indisoriminstely,*® Many blacks

fled to Jackson sesking ald ard protection from Ames, while

38 Charles H. Brough, "The (linton Riot™, Publications
of the Missiseippi Historieal Society, VI (1602), 58,

9
Senate Report no, 527, 1, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. lxiii,

40
Ibid., p. lxiv.

1
Gerner, Miseisalppl, p. 378,

42 An estimeted 20~30 Negroes were killed during this
outbreak.
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others “hid out™ in the woods, struck “with a terror not easily

dascribed."*s

The governor issued a proclamation on September 7,
against "persons in various parts of the state" who had formed
themselves into military companies and commanded them to dls=~
band mmediately.“ His order was openly defled, and the Yasoo
City Herald made this bitter retort:

Our dapper little Governor Ames comes to
the front with a proclamation ordering the
disbandment of all militery companiss now
erganized in the state. If he bas brains
enough to know hie right hand from his lefb,
he ought to know that no more attention will
be paid to his prooclamation than the moon is
pepularly supposed to pay to the baying of &
sheep=killing dog.45
While his opponents were defiant, his supporters were worried.
Letters like the follewing poured inte the governor's office
desoribing the echactic conditlons which existed throughout
the statet
To Excellency Gov. Ames:
The rebels turbulent; are arming

themselves here now today to go up to
Sartartia to murder more pooOr NOgroes,

3
T. Dabney to E. Dabney, October 20, 1875. Quoted
in Susan D. Smedes, A Southern Planter, (London, 1889), p. 232.

44
genate Report no. 627, 1, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. xii,

45
Quoted in Morgen, Yazoo, p. 470.
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Gov., aint the no pertection? This

confederate military all over the state,

now called Granger. They are better pre-

pared now for fighting than they was before

the war. They read yr proclamation today

and damn you and proclamation too; they

intend to hang you ore get some seoret

socoundral to kill you...46

These unsettled conditions caused Ames to turn to the

Federal government for aild. On September 8, he appeslsd o
President Grant for troops to restore order in Mississippil,
Gensral George simultaneously telegraphed Washington insisting
that ®peace preuils.""7 On September 14, Grant, through his
Attorney General, refused Ames' request and declared that
"the whole public are tired of the annuwel autumnal outbresks

in the south.*%8

Ames was now left to his own devices.

Pressure began to mount favoring effective organizetion
of the Negro militia, Ames continued to fret over the possi-
bility of drifting into race war, and as late as September 11,

he voiced his opposition to a "militia of colored men"%® for

46 Letter to Ames signed by “We eolored ocitiszens®™ of

Vioksburg dated September 8, 1876. Queoted in Senate Report
no. 527, 11, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 89.

4

7 Garner, Missieslppi, p. 380,

48 )
Cited in Wharton, Negro In Mississippi, p. 1954.

40
Adelbert asmes to A, T, Morgan, August 14, 1874.
Amos Fapers.
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fear that such astion would develop into ™a war of reces which
would extend beyond the borders of this state."®® Hore and
louder demands for the milltla were heard as the trouble within
the state continued., The governort's close political advisors
favored the move, hoping it would be possible to “preserve the

w5l

peace with these men. Even the Northern press joined the

hue and ory against Ames, calling him "a mere shan™ and de-
manding to know the whersabouts of the state militiu.sz Thus
Amss , harassed by the internal conditions of ths state, aban-
doned by the Federal government, and influenced by the advice
of his nearest and most trusted friends, began to act,
On September 24, Adjutant General Packer sent the

following message to every gheriff in the state:

8ir:s I am directed by his excellency

the governor to inquire if any militia

organications are needed in your oounty

to assist the civil officers? Are there

any threats from the opposition that in
your judgment, will be c¢arried inte offect...B3

0
Telegram of Governor Ames to Atborney Genseral
Edwards Plerrepont dated September 11, 18756, Quoted in J. W.
Garner, Mississippi, pp. 382-383.

bl
Charles W. Clarke to A. Ames, Geptember 16, 1876,

Quoted in Senate Report no. 6527, II, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 92,

62 The Independent, September 16, 1876,

&
8 Cited in Senate Report no. 527, I, 44 Cong., 1 mess.,
P 1xviii,
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Responses to this feeler were waried., Some sheriffs definitely
wanted militie, others did not. Most reluctant of all those
contacted waas the sheriff of Pike countys

1 intend to 4o all in my power to pre~
serve the peace and make arrests with-
out bringing about conflict. And when
it oomes to that, I shall think it my
first duty to keep out of it,...our party
is not composed of fighting material 54

Ames weas not deterred from his course, however, for on the
last day of September he wrote President Grant: "I em organiz-
ing the militls and will fight...if necessary.*5®

The governcr ealled up what he believsd to be “the

u B8

only awmilable force, the colored militis®;  these troops

were confined primarily to the area around the capital sity.
The Negro companies were composed chlefly of refugees from
the recent Clinten riot and were under the leadership of the

87

fiery mulatto, Charles Caldwell, In an effort to train and

54 Je Se MoNeily, ®Climax and Gollapse of Reconstruc—
tion In Mississippi, 1874-1896", Publicetions of the Missisaippl
Historieul SQoiaty, XII (1912), 14€.

Adclbert Ames to Ulysses 3. Grant, September 30,
1876. Ames Papers.

be Adelbert Ames to James W. Oarner, January 17, 1900,
James W. Garner Papers, Missiseippi Depsrtment of Archives and
Eistory, Jackson, Mississippi. Clted hereafter as Garner Papers,

57 prank Johnston, "The Conference of Ootober 16, 1875,
Between (eneral George and Governor Ames", Publications of the
Hissisaiggi Historioal Society, VI (1802), B7. Henate Heport no.

Cong., 1 6688., p. lxx, Oarner, Misslesippi, p. 582
inde County (Mississippi) Gazette, aeptembar 25, TE;E.




132

equip his foroes, Awes ordered a hundred copies of Upton's

Infantry Tacties from & New York publisher, a thousand Spring-

field rifles, fifteen hundred haversacks, and five thousand
rations of pork and becon.5® These warlike preparations ceused
an immediate reaction. The Conservatives ghrieked that the
governor's sction was unoonutitutioml.w and e¢harged that it
was his intention to deliberately bring abeut a collision of
the races.®0 The uswally eloguent L. Q. C. Lamar was plunged
into despeir and wailed over the future of Mississippis “Ames
has it dead. There oan be no esecape from hisg rule. His negro
regiments are nething, He will get them killed up and then
Grant will teke possession for nim.*®}  The Jeckson Vindicator
made the following anelysis of ths situstion:

The ergeanization of militia companies

still goes bravely on., Jackson's sons

with Jackson's guns will fight for

Jackson's glory. All thia seems like

preparing for war, but not so; only pre~

paring te attack $60,000.00 of the people's
monsy in the state treasury....62

68
Garner, Mississippl, p. 382. Senate Report o,
527‘ 1, 44 cangc’ l B088., Po xix.
59
Jackson Weekly Clarion, October 13, 1875.
60

Senste Report no. 527, I, 44 Cong., 1 sesa., p. lxxi.
Garner, Mississippi, p» 583,

81 Mayes, Lamar, p. 211,

2
Quoted in Hinds County (Mississippi) Gazette,
September 29, 1875, ——
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The most extreme resction tame in the form of mnonymous
threats against Ames. The following is typical:
A. Amos
The White Leaguers of (laiborne have
determined to g@t rid of J. J« Smith...
and other scallewags in thiz county., Our
brothers in your sesction will look after
you. Send out your negro troops and Gatlin
gune , and we will wipe them from the face
of the earth, which they disgrace. We
have the best rifles, and /are/eager for
an opportunity to use them,

In early Ootober, 1875, the last convcentrated out-
break of violemoe erupted at Friarts Point, home of ex-Governor
James L. Alcorn, situated in alluvial Coahome County in north-
west Missisaippi. Alcorn, moving back toward his original
political position, had allied himself with the Conserwvatives
in that county and had led in denouncing the local Negro
ring headed by Sheriff Brewn. Alocorn made a speech spousing
Brown of being a dofaulter,64 and when the sheriff prepared
to enswer the ohurge. Aloorn let it be kaown that he would
personally attend the speech “at all hazerds®™ because of
Brown's "habit of denouncing me /Alcorn/ with all the wul-

garity...pouible.“s5 Brown thereupon sent messengers into

83 Quoted in Senate Report no. 527, I, 44 Cong., 1 sess.

Pe 26.

64 Kew York Herald, Ootober &, 1876,

B
Senste Report no. 627, I, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 69
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the surrounding ocountryside to bring in an armed foree to pro-
tect him "in his right to spesk", and on the following Tuesday,
several hundred armed Negroes marched toward the tawn.ea The
white company in PFriar's Point sent a messenger 4o the ad=-
vaneing column ordering them te disperse within fifteen minutes
or risk attack. After a hasty oconsultation, the Ne;ro force
retreated a mile or so away from town to awalt reinforeemsnts.sv
Because of the threatening nature of the situertion, the women
and children were ewacuated from Friar's Polnt and sent across
the river to Helena, Arkensas, where a volunteer company was

raised and sont to aid Alearn.se

The whites decided to attack
before enemy reinforcements could arrive, and although they
expressaed the intention of merely firing ower the Negroes!
heads , eight persons were killed in the fray. The Negroes
were dispersed and Brown later turned up in Memphis with the
explanation that he had besn "detached from his friends early
in the trouble."%?

Reports from other sections of the state shewed that

66
Ibid., pp. 69-70,

67
Ibid., pe 70.

68
New York Herald, OQOctober 8, 1875,

69
Ivid., October 7, 1875,
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conditions were uniformly agitated. Less than a week after

the PFriart's Point affalr, Ames received this letter from

Teksburg:

Governor Ames:

Dear 8ir: I think thias morning thet you
ought to be notified how thinge sre going
on in Warren County around Vicksburg.

Bver sinoe Sat the democrat party hes

been like roaring lions; they have sworn
to not let us colored militie organise

in this city, and been going every sinoce
gSat night with their guns ~ golng round
the halls to see if any of them are gath~
ered together, to breek them up, and meking
their threats what they intend to do with
the governor; that if he sends Chas. Caldwell
down to Vicksburg with guns end emmunitioen
to arm the negroes, that he will never get
thers.

eesan extra traln leaving here in the morn-
ing for Jeckson, who supposed to be the
leading tigers of this c¢ity, going out te
meke Governor Ames call in them arms and
disband that negro militia...70

¥earwhile, in Jackson, where Ames had placed several

Regro ocompanies on a war footing, denger of en outbreak in=-

oreased hourly.

Parading companies of armed whites and Negroes

furnishad a handy excuse for oonflict. Exoltement had reached

fever point and bloodshed seemed inevitable when on Qctober 15,

1875, the adversaries negotiated a "Peace Agreement®, which

proved to be the undoing of the gowvernor. The agresment was

70

Anonymous letter to Adelbert Ames, Cotober 13, 1876,

Quoted in Senate Heport no. 527, I1I, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 88,
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reached largsly through the influence of G. X. Chase, "a
gentleman of intelligence and good address™, who had been sent
to Mississippi by Attorney General Bdwards Plerrepont to re-
port the trus conditlon of affairs there.'l (hase was instru-
mentel in getting representatives of both groups together, end
a committee headed by General George called upon the governor
in an effort to work out details of a eompromisa.m The com=
nittee suggested that the best way to settle the unrest in the
state would be to disband the militis; Awes counbered by pro-
posing to disband them but allewing them to keep their guus .73
This was objected to on the grounds that suoh motion would
"be the source of serious disturbences™, and the sventual
decision was to deposit the arms with the comander of PFederal

74

troops stationed in Jeokson, The general terms of agreement

were that Ames would disband the militia in exchange for assur-

ances of a perceful and erderly e.laatiem.?s

The announcement of the compromise was greeted with

7
1 Ae J. Brown, A History of Newton County, (Jacksen,

1894}, p. 184,

2
Garner , Mississippi, pp. 387-388,.

78 Jemes D. Lyneh, Kemper Coun ﬁyl Vindloated, and A

at Radical Rule In MissiZeippi, (New York, 1879), p. 500.
I'E d hereafter as Lynoh, Kemper County Vindicated.

74
Ibid.

&
Garner, Mississippi, p. 388,
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varied reactions, Generally, the press applauded the suspension
of military oppratioﬁn.vsbut such aanﬁimgnﬁ wag by no means
uwnanimous. The editor of The Nation, fer eaiumple. rmarked‘
with some acerbity that "the apiﬂ#l of .dmwa“ ,i‘n pll proba=
bility resulted from the faot "that the guspowder had given

a4

out,® ' QOne perturbed ¥ississippian came extremely olose to the

truth whon he remarked that “J. Z. George and Co. Hookwinked
the President of U, 8. about Peane‘in_wigs. Eleehian.”?s

The results of the "Peace Agr;ﬁmanh” were disastrous
to the Republicans for two very good reasous. ‘In'ﬁha'firat
place, it left them defenseless in the flm? of an armed and
pitiless adversary, and in the second piade, the Demoorats de-
liberately avoid;d living up to their end of the bargsin. - By
& caleulated program of fraud, violence, aﬁd intimidation, the
Demoorats won am overwhelming vietory in the eleotion of .
November 3rd. And as soon as the new legislature eonvuﬁ;d,
the first order of business wes to draw up articles of imw
peachment against Amas,‘wha, by another compromise, was allowed

to resign the governorship.

78 Kew York Herald, October 16, 1875,

L The Netion, Cotober 28, 187E.

Jeo Moek to sdelbert Ames, lovember 2, 1876,
Ames Papers,



bet I found myselfconfrontinl with hostile legislation,
and embarrassed and battled in my endeavors to cauy

" outmy plans for the welfare of my State anil my party.

impeachment were instituted against me, ami of course
1 could not and would not retire from my position un-
der the imputation of any charge affecting my honor
and integrity

For the reason indicated, I still desire In escape

burdens whieh aie compensated by no public useful'
ness; and

if the articles of impeachment presented

THE MISSISSIPPI

AMES

LECISLATVIE

KILLING

ILVS KILLED ITSELP BY WITHDRAWING TIIE

IV.

I'OLITE.
IMPEACHMENT, AND TIIE GOVEKNOK HAS KILLED

The designation of Governor Ames

HIMSKLF BY RESICNING HIS OFFICE:
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The elesotion of 1875, which marked the return to
power of the Democrats in Mississippi, is significant for this
story beocause it also marked the end of Hegro militia in that
state. No one ocan say what the results might have besn had
Ames been willing to employ rather than merely organize his
Negro troops. This much, howsver, iz certain., The governor
should never have organized them unless he intended to put them
to use, for, as it worked out, he only made them sitting ducks
for the enemy. Ames' dawdling half-measures in regard to the
Hegro militia, all sound and no fury, stamp him eas & timid

Caeser, unwilling to cross the Rubloon.




LIFE IN THE MILITIA

No study of the Negro militis movement would be com=
plote without scme mention of the conditions under which these
men liwed. To write such an account, hoewever, ia a doubly
difficult task because in addition to the wsual problem of
aynthesis, one is further handicapped by a regretteble scarocity
of source material. In spite of these obstacles end the limi-
tations they impose, this chapter begs 1lmelusion for two very
good reasons. In the first plece, such information is an inte-
gral part of the over~all militia narrative; and in the second
place, it is essential that one be familiar with intermal mi~
litia conditions in order to understand not only what they
accomplished, but also what they failed to accomplish.

An amalysis of any particular militia unit discloses
two distinot and dissimilar phases of its history. The first
wes the early organizational period during which enthusiesm
was extremely high and participation in the movement was merely
an extension of the sociml and political 1life of the community.
The second phase began with the calling up of & unit for active
service. During these periods of military operations, militia-

men oame face to face with the less attractive features of

140
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soldiering. The physical discomforte and material inconveniences
of ocamp life were aggravated by the administratiom of military
diseipline. The joy previously shown on the parede ground dis-
appeared ia the face of long and extended marches through the
countryside, while both the pleasure and security of being

under arms were dampened by the sporeadic outbreaks of violence
which took the lives of many of their comrades., §ince militia-
men were generally lacking in any fundamental military training
or indostrination, it is not surprising that morale and dis=-
oipline prectically disappeared.

It is not suffieient, however, to remark that there
were two suoh phases in the life history of a militia company.
Samething more is demmnded if one would understand this study
in econtrast. 1In order to comprehend the gradual disintegration
which took place, one must take & oloser look at each of the
evolutionary phases.

During the initial organizational period while the
units were being molded into shape, enthusiasm reashed its
highest point. This was due not only to the novelty of the
experience but also to the fact that the Negro felt that by
joining up he was participating in e orusade on his own behalf,

In addition to this vague lmpulse toward self'-help, there were
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several very conorete attractions whioh helped keep him in-
terested and delighted in his unit. Por omne thing, militia
sotivity was often times tied direetly in with the social life
of a eommunity. Militia capisins, for example, enjoyed an
enviable position in the sceial hierarchy and were very much
in demend at local functions, Musters and drills furnished
welcome relief from the oppressive borsedom of routine plan~
tation life and were usually abttended by genim)l and jovial
recruits., Recrsation and entertainment beceme closely asso=
ciated with militia exercises. Pleaswre trips and pionics
were frequently soheduled and specisl cocasions were oom-
memorated by some more spectmcular setivity such as competi=~
tive target shooting.l Politioal campaigns, as well as social
aeffairs, woere alse allied with militia organizations and their
activities. Military parades in support of Republican candi-
dates were quite common, and were uzually followed by gigantio
barbecues where all present could feast not only on sucoulent
spareribs but also on the pretentious orations of politieal
hopefule.

Another reason for the Negro's enthusiasm during

1
Testimony of Doc Adams. Senate Miscellansous
Document no, 48, I, 44 Cong., 2 sess., p, 4Y. Adams was
oaptaln of the militia compeny which was later annihilated
at Hamburg, §outh Carolins,
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Yhis early stage resulted from his delight in the trappings

of militery life. The pay, while not exceedingly high, fur-
nished & welcome sugmentation to the small incoms of the
average agrioultwal wurker.a The fact that he actually en~
Joyed "playing soger“ caused him to look on his pay as being
in the nature of a girt.s Then, tec, he undoubtedly experienced
much gratification in wearing the uniform of his state militia.
The laxity of uniform regulations allowsed considerable freedem
in the matter of military dress with the result that many out-
fits were extremely colorful, scme downright gauwdy. For
example, Ned Tennant, leader of the Rdgefield, South Careoline,
militie unit wore a long ostrich plume as the pisce de re-
sistance of his uniform.* Oliver Cramwell, who led the huge
Negro parade in Clinton, Mississippl, prior %o the riot of
September, 1875, not only decorsated his own person with a
plumed hat and cevalry saber, but elso sat astride a horse
trizmed in red, white end blue ribbons.’ In addition to his

satisfaction with the pay and the uniform, the Negro dearly

2
Although all classes of Negroes joined the militia
movement, the overwhelming majority seem to have been recruited
from among agricultural workers,

s Leland, Volee From South Carcline, p. 49.

4

8 ¢. H. Brough, "The Clinton Riot,” Publications
of the Mississippi Historical Society, WX (19027, 756,

8imkins , Ben Tillman, pe 59,
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loved the gun issued him by the state. In some casss, this
was the first firearm ever possessed by the freedman, and in
almost all oases it was the finest he had ever had. That
the Negro had an apitude for marksmanship is atbested to by
the faot that, to this day, he remains the feared, respeoted
though inveterate enemy of the rabbit, the squirrel and the
quail,

These, then, were the influences whisch were responsible
for the early flush of enthusiasm for the militie; participa-
tion in the social and political life of the community plus
the personal delights esscciated with military ritual. Be=-
cause these things impressed him favorably, the Negro soldier
was happy, loyal to his command, proud of his sssoclation
with his unit, and esger to attend drills end musters., This
pleasant situation usually lested only so long as the re-
quirements of serviee did not ineclude full-seale mobilieation
followed by genuine military operations.

The second phase of a militia unit's history began
when it was ealled up for such operaticnal duty and placed on
& war footing. The one significent feature of thls action
was that it wes almost always accompanied by a gmd.ual Yyet

egoeningly irresistible deterioration of morale. Time and
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again, commanders in the field complained of the “demoraliszed
and very unsatisfeotory eondition™ of their troops 6 s morale
sontinued te ebb, the thin layer of military varnish wore away
and disappeared while at the same time even the most rudi-
mentary forms of discipline were ignored or forgotten. GSubsew
quent results were disastrous to the movement. The acooutremsnte
of war which had been lssued militismen were inadequately or
improperly ocared for. Guns were carelessly lost, mispleced or
stolon,7 and little effort was wasbted in the msintenance chores

of cleening and oiling the mree.p:.\m:.8

Uniforms were erbitrarily
altered to suit the sartoriel tastes of ths wearer, with cawa-
lier indifference to existing regulgtions. S&o general did

this practice become that, in certain ereas, changing the

shape or style of the uniform wes made & court-martiel offonse.”
Selling or pawnlng of these gratuitous issuss in order teo

raise cash for immediate and generally non-military pursuits

wes standard procedure. Several steps were taken to prevent

é
Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the
State of Louisiana, 187Z, p. 3. Cited hereafter &s Heport of
Adg_‘utaﬁ' General of Louleiana.
7 %. Danforth to Lt. _._. Gibbons, Jume 25, 1869.
AGQ File, State of Arkanses.

8 Report of the Imspector Gemeral, Louisiana State
¥ilitia, January 6, 1871. Quoted in Report of Adjubant General
of Loulsiana, 1870, p. g1, ‘

9 General Order no. 3, February €, 1874, Quoted in
Report of AdJutant General of Louisiena, 1874, p. 8.
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disposition of state~owned clothing for persensl gain.. In
Tennesses, periodio inspections and inventories were pre=
soribed,’” while in Louisiens uniforms wers kept under look
and key in the state armory and were issued only on days when
actually needed.'’
Equally as serious as nsgleot of squipment was the
progressive tendency to vioclabe the principle of command.
Officers experienced inmcreasing difficulty in enforeing dis-
cipline and disobedisnce of orders was & common oharge in
military trials.la Threets against officors' lives were not
unheard of, and cases of sctual mutiny were raportedala Life
within the camp was not unaffected by these conditions. Thefts
of personal and state property were common. Fist fights and
other forme of rowdyism frequently broke out, and drunkenness

became a problem of some megnitude..?

10 General Joseph Cooper to Col. _. . Gamble, March 13,
1869. AGO File, State of Tennessee,

1 General Order no. 16, May 29, 1874. Quoted in Re-
port of Adjutant Ceneral of Louisians, 1874, p. 48.

2 General Order no, 11, in General (Order Book, Tenn=-
essee State Guards, 1869. AGO File, 3tate of Tennesasge.

18 During the period of martial law in Arkansas in
1868~-1869, the Negro troops under General Mallory rebelled and
threatened his life. 8o explosive wes the situation that the
colored troops were disbanded. Harrell, Brooks-Baxter Wer, p. 87.

14 pegimental Order no, 3, Pebruary 23, 1869. General
Order Book, Tennessee State Guards, 1869, AGQO File, State of
Tonnesgeo.
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Disaffection and dissatisfaction found a ready outlet
in desertion. Ranke were continually devimmted ss militiamen
simply melted eway from encampments., In one company, there
were fourteen desertions during e ten-day peried 2% and thirty
Tennessee guards deserted in a body.}® Dpefeotion was delib=
erately encouraged by the whites in an attempt to place the
militia project in an unfavorable light. In South Carolima,
Negroes were offered seventy-five cembs a day plus ratiens,
with a promise of steady employment, if they would éasort.”
Militia captains were forced %o take extrems measures to com~
bat this situation., A Tennessean was ridden out of town on &
rail in punishment for inoiting the soldiers to daser‘b.w

Several attempts were made %o improve conditions
within the militia, in hopes of halting the disintegration
of morale and diseipline which was taking plece. General

Longstreet, for example, reguested a revision of the Louisiana

18 Captain . . Clingen to General Joseph Cooper,

July 11, 1869. AGO File, Stete of Tennessas.
ié

17
R. B. Elliott to R. K. Soott, September 13, 1889,

Military Affairs File, State of 8outh Caroline, South Cerolina
Historioal Commission, Columbia, South Carolina. Cited here-
after as South Carolina Military Affeirs File.

Kashville Union and Dispateh, Beptember 17, 1867.

8
Keshville Union and Dispatoh, Juns 1, 1867,
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militia law as the first step towerd a reinvigorated force.
He stressed the harmful effects resulting from delay in pay-
ment of troops and proposed the abolition of several existing
restricticns.ls Another prominent general felt that the problem
could be solwed through a weeﬂing-out‘groeess. and he argued in
favor of “ons good full regiment of well-drilled, efficient,
reliable trocps...in place of a briga&e on papar.“aa 8t411
another maneuver to imprOju morale was the granting of pref-
erential treatment to militiamen by allowing them exemyhién
from jury duty and & specified amount of texation in return for
faithful servioe.zl

A more d;rect approach was aﬁop#aﬁ with regard to
the problems of drunkenness and rcydyism. Iﬁ an effort to
keop the soldiers frpm obtaining whiskey, proclamations of this
nature were posted by commanders:

Any citizen who shall sell or give any

intoxieating beverage to any officer or
enlisted man of this command will have

19
gggert 25_&21;%&3& General gg'Louigiana. 1870, p. B.

20 peport of Adjutant Genmeral of Loulsiana, 1874, p. 4.
2 Recommended by Inspector General of Louisians State

Militia in annwal report of January 8, 1871, Report of Adjutant
General of Louisiana, 1870, p., 22, He claimed that "by these
means , the militia will elways be kept up to & proper standard
and camposed of the right class of men."
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his place of business ¢closed up and will

be arrested and severely punishrad.ag
Rowdyiem led to an incremsed emphasis on disoipline, the de=-
plorable lack of whioh was constantly cited as an evil, Claim=-
ing that a "non-disoiplined militie establishes a false idea
of the duties of a soldier and makes the force entirely use=-
less™ ,% officers attempted to take up the slack. A new
severity of tone orept into published orders threatening trial
by "drum=hesd court martial" end prompt pmiahment'.a‘ When
all else failed, thero was recourse to military lew, Court-
martial boards were constantly being oalled into gession to
hear oases and pass judgment., Punishment warled with the of-
fense committed; minor violators were assigned extra houre of

2

duty with the oamp labor force 5 while more serious conviotions

resulted in penanlties such as redustion in rank, fines,

2
Post Order no. 3, February 26, 1869, General Order
Book, Tennessee State Guards, 1869, AGQO File, State of Tennsssee.

2 ,
8 Report of Adjutant General of Loulsiena, 1874, p. 6.

24
General Order no. 4, Tennessee State Cuerds, issued

February 23, 1869. Quoted in Senate Report no. 21, pt. 1, 42
Cong., 2 sess,.,, p. 460,

25
General Order no. ll, General Order Book, Tennessee
State Guards, 1869. AGO File, State of Tennessee
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dishonorable disoharge, and in isolated cases, daa‘bh‘zs 1%
oan hardly be olaimed that justice was administered in an
even~handed fashion because the severity of the punishment
varied from place to place. For exemple, & Tennesses private,
found guilty of desertlion, was subjected to the humiliation
of being

dishonorably drummed out of ocamp and
the service of the State of Tenneases
with one side of his head shorn and
o7 right breast bearing the inscrip-
ion Deserter in large and plaim char-
scters /&nd/ marched to the tune of
the Rogue's March escorted by a guard
[/ at least one mile from camp, &7

On the other hand, a lieutenant in the Loulsiana militis was
found gullty of the impresaive charges of "mutiny, insubordi-
nation, disobedience of orders, neglect of duty, contempt and
disrespect to superior officers, condust prejudieial to good
order and diseipline /and/ conduot unbecomming en officer and
& gentleman® yet his sentence was merely "to be reprimanded in

General Orders. ne8

8 .

The death penslty was pronounced in Arkansas by a
court-martial upon severnl Negro militiamen found guilty of
repe. 38ee Chapbter 1I1I.

27 Order of March 4, 1869 issued by Colonel . .
Gamble. AGO File, State of Tennessee.
28

General Order no, 27, October 8, 1874, Razort of
Adjutant General of Louislana, 1874, p. 66. —
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In this survey of the two distinet phases through
which militia units passed, one is atruck with the fact that
the first perliod was marked by enthueiesm and interest while
the other was characterized by depression and dissolution.
Such a contrast naturally gives rise to many questions. How
ean the two extremes of attitude be reconciled? Is it possible
to explain the metamorphosis from a feeling of affinity to one
of repugnance displayed by militiamen? These quasﬁuns can
only be answered by emphasizing the besic causes which were
responsible for the drastle redustion in effectiveness.

One of the most prominent causes for the growing
dissatisfaction and lowering of morale in the militia wae the
inferior quality of the officer corps. Although some were
both eompetent and conscientious, the over-ell level was wvery
low indeed, resulting from the faot that most of them were
either political appointees or had been elected by the men,
usually without regard for past experience or proven ability.
Lack of interest was reflacted in their failure to properly

uniform or arm themselwves and in irregular attendance at drills

29

and musters. Twenty~-three ocommisslons in the Louisiana militia

29
Report of Adjutant General of Louisiana, 1874,

Pe 60,
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were revoked in one fell swoop on these graunda.so Unsubhorized
absences from thelr command slso gave cause for eonearn,SI and
charges of neglect of duty were common, especially when forces
were in the rinld.sg Violations of even the most elementary
code of military conduct were responsidle for many courts=-
martial , whore “drunkenness and conduct unbecoming en offiocer
and a gentleman™ wers popular ehargas.sa Lieutenant 8. K.
Brown of the Tennessee State Guards was tried on the dusl
charges of "habitual drunkenness and utter WOrthlessnﬁss“,34
while Captain S. L. Chambers was dishonorably discharged from
service for getting drunk, threatening eivilians with his

pistol, and using obscene lnnguaga.as

These, of course, were
extreme cases, but there is considerable evidence pointing to

the fact that improvement smong officer personnel was sorely

50 1bid.

31 In Tennessee, General Joseph Cocper ilssued a cirw

cular warning officers against this prectice., Copy of cireular
in AGO Flle, State of Tennesses.

32 General Order no. 13, August 24, 18687, (eneral
Order Book, Tennessee State Guards, 1867, AGO File, State of
Tennagsea,

33 This oharge appears more frequently than any other
in the ocourt-martial recorda.

4 General Order no, 12, August 21, 1367. General
Order Book, Tennessee State Guards, 1867, AGQ Plle, State of
Tennesseo.

36 Colonel . . Gamble to General Joseph Cooper,
July 14, 18687. AGO File, State of Tennessee.
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needed. The inspeotor-general of Louisiana milities declared

that "company offioers seem t0 have lost their energy and am=

bition" and complained that "the whole ocmmand :’ul....s:laumml:lzeei.“‘56

He insiated thet “oompetent officers" were needed throughout the

37

entire force. Another general reported to his superiora:

The officers in this briged: are ine-

efficient and incompetent to a degree

that constraine we to request that they

be ordered before a Board of Exemina-

tions to pass upon the question of their

fitness for the positions which they now

hold .8

Another factor centributing to the lowering of morale

in the militia was the negleot shown in paying off the troops.
As in any army in any age, these soldiers looked forward to
payday and its attendant plessures. Anger and diesatisfaction
wore immsdiately volced when this oceasion was overlooked.
This problem repeatedly arocse in Louisiana, Arkensas, and
Tennessee. Longstreet urged that his troops be paid more

promptly in the interest of effioc ienny.sg Guite often, wages

6 Report dated January 6, 1671. Quobted in Report of
Adjutant General of Louisians, 1870, p. 2l.

37

Ibid.

58 General Frank Morey to General Henry Street, .
December 1, 1874. Quoted in Report P;.i:, Adjutant General of
Louisisna, 1874, p. 10,

3

® Report of Adjutant General of Lowisiena, 1870,

Pe Be
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wers long overdus, One fisld officer of the Tennessee State

Guards complained that his men hed “over five months 5&37 due

them "4

and ths AdJutant General of Arkensas wrote a letter
to eaoh member of that state's legislature in an attempt to
raise money to pay the troops for services rendered a year
enruar.u The failure of the paymaster to settle arrsars un-
doubtedly contributed to ths desertions which inoreased at an
alarming rate.‘-z A company in Edgefield, South Carolina,
threatensd to disband unleas they were paid their due.*® (Com-
manders oontinually protested to legislatora that until the
militia forces were properly cared for by the state, "they
will exist simply in mame and remain practiocally a farce 44
Perhaps no other influence was so deleberious to
morale as were ths poor conditions under which militismen

lived when they were ealled into sctive service, The inadequmocy

40 MajJor . . Robheson to General Joseph Cooper,

December 14, 1887. AGD File, State of Tennessse.
41 copy of letter dated June 1, 1870, in possession
of writer, ‘

42 Heshville Union and Dispstoh, September 17, 1887,

43
Re B. BElllott to R. K. Soott, September 13, 1869,
South Caroline ¥ilitary Affairs File,

a4 Report of Adjutant General of Louisiena, 1874,

Po 18,
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of the quartermaster in supplying the forces resulted in pert
from the methods under which he was forced to operate. Lo-
gistie support, excepting the single category of arms and
ammunition, was accomplished by empowering the guartermsater-~
general "to impress swoh stores, supplies and bulldings for
quarters as may be roqnired.“*ﬁ They literally lived off the
countryside, levying contributions on inhabitanis for whiech
they gave receipts promising future paymsnt.‘ﬁ These irregular
wethods were not conduocive to effective replenishment; con-
sequently, living conditions left much to he desired. Although
every army complains of its food, justifiable protests were
heard from time to time. Troopers oomplained about the “irreg-
ular manner™ in whioh they received their rationa and were
perticularly wooiferous whenever denied "an allowence of coffse,
sugar and other necessaries pertaining to a soldier's allow-

nnco.‘47

One private wrote the following dismal deseriptions
We have never had a change of diet,
which you know is contrary to the
laws of nature, hygeine, and army
regulations. We drsw meal, bacon,
suger and coffee and coccasionally a

5 General Order no. 7, April 18, 1874. AGO File,
State of Tennesses,

46 Clayton, Aftermath, p. 133,

47 R. B, Elliott to R. K. Scott, Jeptember 13, 1889,

South Carolina Military Affairs Pile.
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small gquantity of beans, salt and

soup, all of which is deficient in

qQuaxntity and inferior in quality,

whioh we have to carry daily for

one wile for lack of water,48

Shortagea of equipment, as well as food, gave addi-

tiomal cause for discentent, Requests for arms and ammunition
were continually forwarded to headquarters by fisld commsnders,
nmany of whem were foreed to arm their men as best they could. ¥
Although this lack of arms was & serious matter, it was not
nearly so destructive of morale as the shortage of uniforms.
One officer reported that many of his men "had not sufficient
clothing %o protect them in ordinary weather, much less when
exposed..."°® On Christmes night ef 1868, a detachment of
Arkensas militia enceamped in the woods neer Madison experienced
undue hardship when a six~inch snowfall blesketed them.5!
lask of heavy weather uniform equipment caused “much suffering"

62

emong ths men. The ceptaln of a Hegro unit in Tennessee

wrote this pitiful eccount of his men:

Letter quoted in Patton, Heoonstruction 3_& Tenn=-
essee, p. 198,

49

50 Colonel _. . Wateon te P. Clayton, Qutober &, 1889,

Quoted in ibid.
51

Clayton, Aftermath, p. 128.

|
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They are laying on the ground at night

in the dew., I went blankets, ooats,

tonts , drawers and shirts. The men are

to go on a march in one or two days and

bave not the things to go with.5d

Medioal attention, when furnished at all, was of the
most ossual type and was restriotive im nature. For example,
General Ceoper instructed commanding officers of Tennessee State
Guard units that in cases of sioknesa due 4o misconduct, which
is the military euphemism for venereal disease, physicians
should not be allowed to "medicate at the expense of ths state"
but at the persomal expense of the person “so afflicted,*04
One last factor temnding to cool enthusiasm for mi=-

litia duty was the omnipresent evidenoe of Conservative enmity.
Any time a militia unit mede 1te appearance, the soldiers were
joered at, taunted, and insulted., The Tenuessee militia, for
exasmple, were called "demned cowardly Brownlow sona of Q”nn_g,“sﬁ
and were informed that their detractors had rno earthly use
"for any...Brownlow militia, socially, politically or any other
n56

way By encouraging militismen to desert, Conservatives

63 Quoted in Patton, Reconstruction ‘_I‘g_ Tennessee, p. 199,

b4 General Order no. 7, August 9, 1887, General Order
Book, Tennessee State Guard, 1867, AGO File, State of Tennesaee.

s Captein . . Hall to Gensral Joseph Cooper, November
24, 1867. AGO File, State of Tennessee.

56 Captain . . Clingan to General Joseph Cooper,
July 11, 18687. AGO File, State of Tennessee.
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deliberately undermined the effectiveness of the organization.
On repeated occoasions, outright assaults were made on Negro
troope. G8niping, ambuscedes and midnight reids on bivouacked
detaohments were fairly common, end the c¢itizens of Rogersville,
Tennessee , engaged in & rock~throwing war whish put a militia
eompany to reut.57 The oonstant threat of attack was respon-
sible for the faot that most militiamen "slept on their arms
at night."ss
Considering these ciroumstances, thers can be small
wonder that the militie movement was militarily ineffectiw.
Offieered by men who were indifreréu&, inefficient, and more
often than not, incompetent; neglescted by the very politicians
in whose interest they were fighting; and living sometimes under
frightful hardships in the ominous presence of an implacable
enemy, the wvery fact that they survived at all stands yol as
a remarkeble and commendeble achievement, appreoiated wherever

devotion to & cause is still a walued attribute,

57 Anonymous letter to J. P. Brownlow, August 34,

1867. AGO File, State of Tennessee,

68 New York Herald, July 24, 1870.



THE CONSERVATIVE KEACTION

From its very inception, the Negre militia experiment
was bitterly opposed by the white Conservative elemsnt of
Southsrn society. Throughout the entire period and at every
stage of development thay oontinued their attack on the move-
ment. Militia laws were challenged in state legislatures,
where they were condemned as sinister politiocal maneuvers.
When, after pasaage of these laws, attempts were made to arm
and orgenize troops, Conservative denouncements grew more
ahrill, for they professed to ses in this aotior "a dangerous
and offensive design® to spy on them.' When militia units
were sotually put to use, the outery of the opposition became
deafening and the troops were charged with every conceiwmble
orims. The controlled Conservative press was the most popular
mediwn for the transmission of this propsganda; the most ob=
vicus feature of the editerial page was the harshness of the
language used to lash out against the enemy. And not only
ware looal Negroes, ocarpetbaggers and scalewags excvoriated;

sven ths inhabitants of distant Yankeeland receivaed a share

1 W. W, Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction In Florida,

(New York, 1913), p. 544, Cited herealter as Davie, FlLoride.

180
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of flagellation, Perhaps the height of vituperation was
reached in an anti-Yankee verse which appeared in the Panola,
Mississippl Star. After a savage and almost hystericel atteck
on Hortherners in general, the poet requested that Southerners
be remembered as a pecple

What hates the Cotton Mather

And the Roger Willlams stook,

That dirty pile of Hell's manure

First dumped on Plymouth's Rook.2

Opposition to the militia was not confined merely
to the realm of verbal sssault. As the Demoesratic party in
the South regained its strength, other and bolder measures were
adopted in an effort to neutralize militia effectiveness. Al~
though actusl destruction of these forces was to coms later as
a result of the creation of armed millitary counter-forces,
efficient operation was seriocusly impaired by a miscellany of
Conservative tactiecs which included the use of legal strata-
gems , threats, and bribes in addition to seisures of equipment
destined for the militie end direct retaliation upon milltia-
men .
Within the general category of oppesition through

political strategy, the Conserwtives employed several tech-

niques, Prominent Democrate led the fight in stete legislatures

2
Quoted in Senate Report no. 46, 44 Cong., & sess.,
p. 1002.
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against passage of militie laws and further attempted %o block
enabling acts.® Whon unable to defeat these appropriations
outright, they resorted to use of the injunetion to prevent
expenditure of funds. The North Caroclima treasurer was legally
forbidden to pay loyal treops ocut of the military appropria-
tion,‘ while in Louisiane, money which had been set aside for
the purchase of uniforms was enjoinad by the attorney ganeralia
Mississippi Democrats secured an injunction to restrain the
state auditor fram iésuing warrants against militie &ppropria-'-
tions.%

Impeachment was another legal weapon in the hands of
the Conserwetives and was ttaed_ pr‘imarily against Radical gov~
ernors under whose direction militis forces had been organized.

Threate of impeachment were continually heard, and abortive

8 Militia laws apparently figured consistently among
oampaign issues. In Louisiana, for example, one group threat-
ened not to vote for any man unless he would refuse to support
militia appropriations. Loun, Louisisne After 1868, p. 67.

A Mississippl political club a,do;:tea a resolution advecating
“the appropriation of nothing®™ in support of the militia.
Garner, Mississippi, p. 297.

¢ Familton, North Carclina, p. 531.

8 Report gg Adjutant General of Louisiana, 1874, p. 7.

é
Senate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 6.
Garner, Missis#ippl, p. 08%.
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attempts in that direction were made against Claybton in Arkansas
and Warmoth in Loeuisiane. Governor Ames of Mississippi was
impeached , but resigned his office through a compromise whieh
included the withdrawal of official charges ageinst him.!

North Carolinians lmpeached Governor Holden, and one of the
oharges against him was “unlawfully recruiting & large body of
troepa....“s Before the trial, Holden ™got religion™, was oon-
verted and publicly baptized,g an act which led one editor to
remark thet "no record of any similar preparation for impeachment™
ocould be diseoversd but that its effect would be “"watohed by
jurists with doep~interest.“lg In apite of his reformation, he
was convioted, removed from office, and disqualizied for future
office~holding in that state.ll The fact that several Repub=
licans wvoted for his conviction led one Negro legislator to

comment that the governor had been "bit by his own dagu."la

7 See Chapter Vi.

8 Archibald Henderson, North Carolina, The 0ld State
and the New, (Chicago, 1941), 1I, p. 432, Cited hereafter as
Henderson, North Carolins,

9 Hemilton, North Carolina, p. B45.
10

The Nation, December 22, 1870, Quoted in ibid.
11 ‘

Henderson, North Caroline, II, p. 332.
12

Hamilton, North Cerolina, p. 543,
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Still another teohnique of legally sabotaging the mi-
litia was the support of laws specifically designed Lo lower
military efficiency or to make soldiering s less attractive avo-
sation. Outright disbandment wss asccomplished in Temessee ,]‘5
and in Texas the active duty troops were transfferred to the
reserve nilitia.u Existing leaws were sibther repealed or modi-
fied wherever possible., In Misslssippl, for exampls, tle pay of
officers was cut to five cents a day ’15 making serviece consider-
ably less rewsrding., 4adjutant generals were treated spitefully
by having their salary out $o practically nothfmg.»ls The Texas
legislators amended the law of that state so as to deprive the
governor of exelusive control of the forces ,17 and in Louisiana
lews granting preferential treetment or exemptions to militiae

18

men were repealed, Whenever Negro legislators could be

13 Je Ae Sha.rp. "The Downfall of the Radicals In

Tennessee™, The East Tennssses Historiocal Society's Publica-

tions, no. 5 (1986), 108,

14 Ramsdell, Toxas, p. 3135,

15 Garner, Mississippl, p. 41l.

6 Proceedings of the Tax~Payer's (onvention of South
Carolina, 1871, (Charleston, 1671), ps 107. Hamilton, North
Carolina, p. 569. —

1

7
Ramsdell , Texas, p. 513,

18 Report of Adjutent General of Loulsianma, 1874, p. ll.
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persuaded to support these maneuvers, they were lionised by
their Congserwative ocolleaguea. When s Miasliassippi Negro voted
against the Ames-sponsored police bill, he was publicly pre-~
sented with a guid headed cane.l?

In addition to these legal attacks, Conserwvatives
displayed their hostility to the militie by employlng several
other measures short of actual foroce., The verbal onslaught
oontinueﬁ unabated, to be sure, Militla units were subjected
to a continuing program of sarcastic abuse. Newspapers printed
taunting gqusries sush as: ™Why do not the white Hmdicals volun-
toer in the colored militia? They are Just as good as the
colored men."‘zo When a rumor of Brownlow's death was circulated
in Tennessee, & group of Conservatives called upon one of the
Parson's supporters, & fuel merohant, and inquired as to the
price of eleven hundred sords of wood whieh they desired to
purchese in order “to make hell hotter for him**l  The North
Carolina State Militlia, because of the initisls N.C.5.M. which

appeared in their insignia, were derisively oalled the “Negro,

9
Garner, Mississippl, p. 526,
20

Hinds County (Mississippl) Garzette, Ootober 13, 1875,
21

Report of Evidence Taken Before the Milita ry Com-

mittee, 35th General Assembly, State of Tennessse, 1668, (Nash-
¥1ls, 1868), p. 54. Clited %ereaﬁor &8 Report of ’fmnanseo
Military Committee, 1868.
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Carpetbag, Scalawag uilitia.*??

Acts of a more threatening nature designed to intimi=
date Negroes were frequently perpetrated. Im Mississippi, for
example, a group of whites desoended upon the town of {linton
and began to take down names of Negroes, implying that retri-
Bution would soen be visited upon them.2® Negro leaders were
ostentatiously enrolled in "Dead Baooks" ,M‘ snd coffins were
paraded through the streets marked wlth the names of prominent
Radicals and labelled with inscriptions bearing suwsh inoldental
intelligence as "Dead, damned and (sleli.v\wctl..““."5 (me of the
most offective methods used to intimidate the militla was the
firing of omannon in possession of the Conservatives, These
guns were very much in demand not only because of their per-
suasive power but also for use should warfare actually break
out. A leader of the Mississippi Demovrasy borrowed a ocannon
from Governor Rarmoth of Louisians during the honeymoon period

of co-operation on the Greeley oandidacy. He assured Warmoth,

22
Hamilton, North Carolinae, p. 347,

Anonymous letter to Adelbert Ames, September 6, 1875,
Ames Pepers,

24 Wharton, Negro In Misslssippl, p. 188,

8 Testimony of John Ellis. House of Representatives
Report no. 2, 43 Cong., 2 sess., pp. 348-344,  Also Senate Re-
port no. 627, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p., 279, -
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of course, that Mississippi Liberels and Democrats wers working
in ®perfect aosora".“ Dﬁring the campaign of 1876, Mississippi
Demoorats, using what apparently must have been inoredible
powers of persuasion, borrowed a cannon from the eommander of
United States troops stationed in Jackson. During a subsequent
parade which passed in front of the governor's mansion, the

gun was delibsrately fired near snough to that bullding to
break seweral windows. Although no action was teken ageinst

the paraders, the Federal commander was court-martisled for
allowing his ordnance %o be used in so ecarefree & mxmer.w
There can be little doubt that terrorizetion through cannon-
ading was effgctive. A Negro militiamsan involved in the South
Carolina troubles testified that when the cannon procured by
the whites in his neighborhood was first fired, he made this
prediction to his brothers-in-arms: "Jesus! God! We are

all dons killed,"?®

Disarming Negroes was anobther practice aimed at

destroying their military effsctiveness. Individial militia-

26 He. Barkasdale to Henry Clay Warmoth, Auguwst 5, 187E.

Warmoth Papers.

7 Garner, Mississippl, p., 374,

8
Testimony of Harry Mays. Senate Miscellaneous
Document no. 48, I, 44 Cong., 2 8ess., p. S&.




* The negroes of the South are free—
free as air,” says the parliamentary Wat
terson. This is what the SlaU, a well-
known Democratic organ of Tennessee,
savs. in huge capitals, on the subject:
“Let it be known before the election that
the farmers have agreed to spot every
leading Radical negio in the county, and
treat him as an enemy for all time to come.
The rotten ring must and shall be broken
atany and all costs. The Democrats have
determined to withdraw all employment
from their enemies. Let this fact be
known.”
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men were somstimes attacked for this purpose, and in one section
of Mlasissippl, they even had their pocket-knives taken away
from tm._“ Governors experienced inoreasing difficulties in
supplying their foroes with enough materisl to keep them in

a stato of combat readiness., Due to the persistent apying of
whites, succesaful delivery depended upon acting in the utmost
secrecy uﬁd fallure to exerclse sufficient cautlon led inevita-
bly to losses of equipment. Governor Clayton 61‘ Arkansas suffered
one such bitter experience while attempting to procure arms

for his militia in 1868, An agent whieh he had gent to Detroit
purchased four thousand rifles, four hundred thousand rounds of
cartridges, a million and a half perecussion caps, and a large
quantity of gunpmvdor.m These materials were shipped via
railroad as far south as Memphis where they were to be ploked

up and transported by steamsr to Little Rosk lor the avowed
purpose of “preserving the peace on election day and in se-
curing e free ballot to all.“al When no stsamboat captain in
Memphis would agree to take the cargo aboard, the resourceful

Clayton chartered & steamboat, the Hesper , which waes lying

9 Deposition of Bheriff John P. Matthews of Copiah
County, Mississippi, dated September 13, 1878. Ames Papers.

30 ‘
Fletoher, Arkanses, p. 218,

51 New York Daily Tzfibune, November 4, 1868,
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alongside the wharf at Little Rock, and sent it to Memphis to
pieck up the equipment. This was done, and on Qobober 15, 1868,
the Hesper set sail from Memphis with its welueble cargo stowed
safely in the hold ..5'3' While taking on wood some twenty miles
downriver from the clty, the Hesper was st;ddanly challenged by

a steam tug, the Nettie Jones, which wes ocarrying approximately

f£ifsy armed and mesked :axe‘m.35 The tug maneuvered alongside
the Hssper, whereupon uthe mesked men bomrded the steamsr, overe
powered the orew and dumped the entire consigmment of costly
arws and ammunition into the muddy waters of the Mississippi
River, where they remain to this day.>?

Governor Reed suffered a similar misfortune in his
attempts to arm the Floride militie., After having purchased
two thousand rifles in the North, he had them shipped to
Tallahassee by train. On the night of November §, 1868, the
train carrying the arms was held up bstwesn Lake City and
Madison, en route to the capital. In this dsring train robbery

the guns were thrown from the cars and many of them were

Fleteher, Arkanses, p. 219,

85 Clayton, Aftermath, p. 108, Fletcher, Arkensas,

p. 218. New York Daiil Tribune, November 4, 1868,

Ibid,
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deliberately broken; the remainder were spirited m'my.isﬁ
In §outh Carolina, an amphibious operation by a hand=-

ful of white wvolunteers resulted in a sensational seizure of
arms deatined for delivery to the Negro militia., 7Two thousand
Enfield rifles had been smuggled into the 2tate from Washington
and were temporarily deposited in the Savannah depot awaiting
distribution. Twelws voluntesrs from a Charleston rifle com-
pany sailed to Savannah aboard two pleasure yashta, the
Eleanor and the Flirt, owvsrpowered ths guards and stole the
gm.as

- Confiscations of arms belonging to militia units
were not unocmmon, On several occasions , whltes persuaded
militiamen to turn in their guna to some central depository as
a move towsrd keeping the peace. Ko sooner would this be done
than the whites would unlawfuily enter the storage place and

37

seise the arms. Quite often, these same guns would be dis-

tributed among members of white rifle clubs '58

28 New York Times, November 7, 1868, Cited in Davis,
Florida, p. 667,

88 Alfred B. Williems, Hampton and His Red 8hirts,
(Charleston, 1935), p. 225. Cited hereafter as Williams, Hampton.

87 Senate liiscellansous Document no, &g_ s I, 44 Cong.,
2 sess., p. 6567, Simkins, Ben Tillman, p. 61

58 Senate Repert no. 627, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 97.
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These actions by Conservatives onused oonsiderable
eoncern among loyal supporters of Radical regimes., Governors
were oconstantly being warned to bewars of enemy intentions and
to exercise great oaution in shipping arms into ths aocuntry-
liﬂo.ss In order to successfully distribube arme, governors
ware foroed to resort to subterfuge. For example, & consign-
ment of rifles was shipped into Newberry, South Carolims,
marked as “agricultural iNQIQMQntn'54° In Arkensas, two thou=
sand Springfield rifles were snenked in as “Arkensas State
Reports®™ and thirteen thousand rounds of ammunition escaped
deteotion only because the shipper had wisely labslled the
cases ‘whiskay".*l

In addltion to legal strategems, intimidation and
seizures of arms, the Conservativaes also employed the technique
of personal retaliation ageinst militiamen and thelr leaders.
Retaliation was manifested in several ways ineluding social
ostracism, economic disorimination, and physical violence.

The most famous oase of sceinl ostracism involved

88 S, W. Gere to Adelbert Ames, Qotober 15, 1876.

Ames Papers.

%0 ¢olumbia (South Carolina) Daily Register,
August 16, 1876,

1 Benjamin §. Johnson, "The Brooks-Bexter Wer", Pub~
lications of the Arkensas Historiocal Asscciation, II (18087,
Izz-ﬁ{.
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Goneral James Longstreet who, after becoming allied with Re~
publican politioians in Louisians, asswmed aotive commend of
the Negro milith.& His politioal pronouncements in favor

of Republioan principles gave rise to some opposition from
erstwhile friends but his appearance as ocommander of the Negro
forces in New Orleans was oomidergd wforgivable and led to
bitter, even vituperative, attacks upon him, He was virtually
eliminated from acospted social circles in that oity and was

pointedly ignored in public by persons whom ho had known

Economioc sanotions wore also levied against militis-
men as a feature of the retaliatory program inaugurated by
the Conserwatives. Landilords pledged themselvwes neither to
rent land nor give employment to Negro militiemen; the vow
was rigidly adhered to since social ostracism was the re-
ward of the apostate A4 This tectlo was quite effective.
Paris 8imkins, Negro legislator from Edgefield, introduced
e resolution designed to protect South Caroline militiamen

from being discharged and driven eway from farms where they

8ee Chapter V.

43
Eckenrode and Conrad, Longstreet, pp. 372-376.

44
8imkins , Ben T’.llm, Pe 60.
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were employed .‘5 George W. Kirk, who commanded the North Caro-
line foroes, regretfully reported to Governor Holden on one
oooaeion thet “the fumers and others in Caswell [eounty/ are
turning off their hands and refusing to pay them their wages.“’*a
Personal violence waz visited not only upon Negro
militiamen but also on whites associated with the militia move-
ment. T. M. Shoffner, author of the Nerth Caroline militia
ect which bore his neme, learned of & plot against his life in
1870. Word was spread that the Orange County XKu Xlux Klan had
‘voted his death and intended to ship his body as & gift to
Governor Holden, Whether or not the rumer had any real foune
dation, Shoffner was 8o thoroughly alermed that he removed him-

golf to the more t'ranquil sbate of Indiam.“r

When Holden
finally armed his troops, he put them under the command of
George W. Kirk of Tennessee, with a New Jerseyite named Bergen
a8 his essistant, After the so-called Kirk-Holden War had
run its course, both the governor's henchmen landed in jail,
Holden not only visited Kirk during hie incarceration but

also helped that unfortunate man eseape from the state by

Reynolds, South Carolina, p. 306.

6 George W. Kirk to Willlam W. Holden, August 3, 1870.
Holden Pepers.

47 Hamilton, North Carolina, p. 470,
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saking him & gift of & hundred and forty dollers, which amount
ensbled him to get to, of all places, Freedom, Tennessee .48
first stop on a journey to Washingbton where he joined the police
force which guarded the Federal buildings.*® Bergen was not so
fortunate, Although he, too, managed to escape the state, this
feat was accomplished only after heving once been run down with
bloodhounds .56 He also subsequently turned up in Weshingbon,
where Grant nominated him for the consulship at Pernambuco.
The nomination was not confirmed, and Grant withdrew it, pre-
sumably with the conourrence of Governor Hclden.sl Bergen
later remarked with noticeable bitterness that in reward for
his services, he “received 94 days imprisonment and six weeks
pay."s2

Coupared to Joseph Crews of South Cerolina, these
two men were extremely fortunate. Crews was the moving spirit
behind the organization of a Negro militia troop in Laurens,
during the administration of Governor Scott. After organliz-

ing the unit, he assumed active commend and in so doing becans

48 Holden, Memoirs, p. 92,

49 pemilton, North Carolina, p. 535.

0 1p14., p. 632,

6l Holden, Memoirs, p. 91

52 Senate Report no. 1, 42 Cong., 1 sess., p. 152,
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& target for the bitter hatred of the loesl Conserwatives. As
early as 1870, hs and his followers were involved in a fight
with locel whites. In the riot of that date, one of the Negroes
was killed and two others were wounded 5% Crews sluded the
vengeful whites by hiding out in a hollow log and later flseing
on a railroad hand oar, hidden under & pilese of oenvas, dis~
guised as a quarter of beet.“ When conditions in Lawrens asettled
dom agaln, he returned and took up his career where it had so
abruptly left off, and remained there until his assasination
late in the summer of 1875. While riding along in his buggy
some four miles out of Laurens, he was ambushed and fatelly
wounded by a shotgwn blast."® The New York Herald reported
that the “Honorable Jos Crews, republicen politician of note"
was dying of buckshot wounds and that the governor of Soubh
Carolina had put a price on the heasd of his ettaoker .58

Another notorious orime was the murder in North Carolina of

one Colonel Sheppard, an ex~Union army man from Pennsylvanias

Leland, Voice From South Carolina, pp. 52«66,

54 1v1d,, p. 87.

5
Ibid., p. 154,

é
8 New York Herald, 3eptember 9, 1875,
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who had organised the Negro militia in Jones cnun'ay.a?
Retaliatory attacks on whites were few in number in
comparison to similar actlons taken againet Wegro militia-
men. The latter were subjected to every imaginable speciea
of intimidation and violence.?® Thremts were hurled at them
constantly, and often times were issued to persons only re-
motely connested with the militia. An Arksnsas horse herder
named lccréary was threatened with henging for merely selling
horses to the militia ,59 and an aged Negro in Tennessee was
visited by a masked deputation and threstened severely be~
cause his son was engaged in raising a eompany.w
Eaids on the homes of militiemen for the purpose of
destroying their personal property occurred frequently.
A South Carolins militis captain deseribed how he had watched
then
taking down my ploturss and breaking up
my furniture., They broke up everything

I had in the world; they toock all my
clethes , my mattress, my feather bed,

7
Testimony of R. T. Bosher. Senate Report no. 1,
42 Cong., 1 sess., p. 102,

8
S8imkins and Woody, South Carocline, p. 444.

5% Clayton, Aftermath, p. 101.

0
Report of Tennessee Military Commlttee, 1868, p. 64.
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cut it in pleces and socattered it every-
where,..51

Negro militia capteins were singled out for dostrm-
tion and were remorselessly executed. Gaphnin A+ J. Haynes,
for instance, was murdered on the streets of Marion, Arkensaas,

ir brosd daylight. Haynes was coums

nder of the local militie
detachment and had for some time been on ”ﬁnfriandly torms*®
with Clarense Collier, an alleged member of the local Klan who
at the tender age of twenty~one already had one notoh in hig
gun hundle.sa On July 16, 1869, Haynes was walking along the
main street of town when Collier approached him and without
warning emptied both loads of a double barreled shotgun

into his bmly.ss To make sure that Haynes was dead, Collier
fired five adciitioml revolver shots into the fallen body,
strolled back into a nearby store where he had left his coet,
put it on, oame back outside and rode away fram town un-
moluted.“

An even more brutel murder was that of Charles

61
Testimony of Doc Adema. Senate Miscellaneous
Document no, 48, I, 44 Cong., 2 Bess., p. 43.

2
6 Clayton, Aftermath, pp. 176-186.
® Ivia,

64 Ibid.
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Caldwell, the fiery mulatto state senator of Mississippi.
Caldwell had been plased in commend of the Negro troope mobi~-
lized by Governor Ames following the Clinton riot of Septem-
ber 4, 1876, While serving in this eeapmoity, he had fearlessly
led an expedition whleh left Jackson in QOctober, 1875 oarrying
arms for distribution £o the militia at Edward's Station."®
Although his foroces were not attacked in transit, the trip
eaused muoh excitement and Caldwell became a marked man. Iwo
months later, during the Christmss holidays, his enemies
struck. One of the whites living in Clinton invited Caldwell
down into the cellar of a local building under the gulse of
sharing s companionable drink in honor of the sesson. The un-
suspecting Caldwell gladly accepted, and the twe men dis~
appeared down the stairway. When the drinks had been powred,
2 toast was proposed, What Caldwell did not know was that
the clinking of the glasses was the prearranged signal for

his death, for a strategically placed killer hsld him in his
gunsight, As the glasses touched, a rifle report shattered
the quiet and Caldwell fell bleeding to the filthy cellar
floor. If this disgraceful story ended here, it would still

rank high among villainous deeds, but worse was yet to come.

66
Jeckson (Mississeippl) Weekly Clarion, Qoctober 20,

1875.
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The wounded Negro, displeying a oourage that must have bsen
the envy of his mwrderers, refused to beg for his life but
only eatreated tham to take him out of the cellar so that he might
die in the open air. A looal prescher oarried him out into the
street where the conspirators gathered te finish the job, Celd-
well's last words to them were a oalm instruoction to remember
that they had killed a brave man, not & coward., His body was
ripped by a velley and the citizens of Clinton were treated
to the grotesque sight of seeing his corpse turned completely
over by the impact of innumerable ahots fired at close ranga.%
A similar case was that of Jim Williewms in South
Cerolina, Williams was the leader of a Kegreo militia unit in
lower York County. His eggressive lesdership caused the whites
to demand disbandment of his oompany.®! Willlams' refusal to
oamply was his death warrant, Esrly in the moraing of Hareh 7,
1871, his lifeless body was found hanging im the publie sguare
with a large placard pinned to his corpse bearing this in~

soription: "“Jim Williems gone to his last muat.er.“aa y'y

66 This story has been reconstructed from the sworn
testimony of Mrs. Charles Celdwell. Senmte Heport no. 527,
44 Cong., 1 8ess., pp. 436~440,

6

7 Reynolds, South Carolina, p. 186,

68 Louls F, Post, “A Carpetbagger In South Carolina®,
Journel of Kegro History, X (1925), 61,
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curious sidelight %o this affair was that it involved the United
States government in an internsational diplomatie hassle. A
York County physicien, Dr,. J, Rufus Bratton, who had been im=
plieated in the Williams murder, fled the country snd sebtled
down in London, Ontaric, to prectice. One night during the
summer of 1872, he was seized, gagged, blindfolded and taken
foreibly across the border where he wae turned over to two United
States marshalls for return to Soubh Carolina., At thie point,
Canadian authorities made insistent demands that he be released
irmediately. Following a slight delay, Bratton was freed and
returned to Canade, there to remain until 1876 when he re~
turned to York County eand resettled with impunity.5®

This catalogue of c¢crimes could be continued indefinitely,
Equslly as horrible were the stories of how James Rainey, a
South Caroline militla captair, wus teken from hls home and
hanged,’C or how Alexander Lesch was shot and his body thrown
in e nearby creek.n Other militiamen too numerous to give
individual accounte of, were slaughtered in weritable orgles

of violenos.

9
For details of the Bratton Case, ses J. 5. Reynolds,
South Carolina, p. 20l.

0 House of Representatives Report no. 22, pt. 8, III,
42 Cong., 2 s088., p. 1472,

n Ibid.
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In order to aveid loss of perspective, it should be
repeated at this point that the measures deseribed in this chapter
did not really destroy the Negro militia., The legal stratagems,
threats and oconfiscations were merely tokens of the white men's
resentment, and even hls aots of viclence ageinst militiamen were
sporadic in nature. These acts wndermined the effectlveness of
the militia movement, %o be sure; but actunl destruction was to
come only after the full fury of the white man's wrath was
channglled into the organlization of armed militery sounter forces
within the Southern states.




HEMES IS

Although opposition to the HKegro militim had been mani-
fested in various ways from the very beginning of the movement,
the final devastating blow was the organization, by the Conserva-
tives, of armed military counter foroes in the Southern stetes.
Where earlier foms of reaction had been limited either to measures
short of force or to only isolated attecks on individusl militia-
men, these new volunteer rifle companies were specifically designed
as instruments of mass foroe tv overwhelm and smesh not only the
Fegro battalions themselves, but also the political regimes which
employed them. Such extreme measures wers not needed in all
states, however, for in several places, the Democratic party
had been able to returm to power by other means. But in the
few remaining states where the Radicals continued tenmciously
to maintain their hold, Conservative leaders became more and more
partial to the sentiment that victory could be accomplished "in
only one way, BY ARMED mmm."l Hence, during the latter years

of Reconstruction, armed military compeanies were organized and

. Charleston Newa and Courier, May 8, 1876. Quoted

in W. Allen, Governor Chamberlain's Administre.tion An South
Carolina, (New York, 1888), pe 2764
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played increasingly important roles in overturning imdical regimes
in several states, particularly in Louisiens, Mississippi, and
South Garolina. This politico-military movement was known by such
wvaried titles u. People's (lub, White Line, White League, Red Shirts,
and White Man's Party.

A great deal of misinformation exists comserning this
White Line aeumt. due largely to the misrepresentations spon-
sored by hgbh.miaau erd Conservatives. On one hand, Radicals
olaimed that the movement was & revival of the earlier Ku Klux '.
Klan. One gpvpéﬁar. in a letter to & friend, stated thet "the
old rebel foroes are being runrg#u@;@d not under the name of
Eu Klux but as the Whito‘_x.ugueq, _iri‘bh ’cho.. same wltimate object
in view as iml by the Ku Klux."g- ;otmnyimra appears to
have been no direot cennection between the Klan and the White
League, but their ﬁiltqry does refleot many similarities,
Both had misaions whioh centered about the doctrine of white
supremacy. And both unhesitatingly turned to the use of force
and violenoe whenever ngcessary to attain their predetermined
goals. This, however, is as deep as the similarity goes. The
White Line had & narrower, more specifio aim than did the Klan,

It wes primarily concerned with the politicel problem of

2 pdelbert Ames to F. C. Harris, August &, 1874.
Ames Papers.
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restoring Conservative rule, usually as a result of ome parti-
oular election, by a carefully prepared prograr of fraud, vio=-
lence, and intimidation. In additien to the concentrated nature
of its mission, the White Line also differed from the Klan in
that it was not fundamentally concerned with seersoy. Clan-
destine meetings and exotle ritual found no place in the move-
ment. S0 out in the open were their activities that in most
localities the names of members and ewven of the leaders were
common knowledge. This lack of emphasis upon secreey probebly
stemmaed from a growing conviotion that interference by the
national government was becoming less and less a probability.
The Conservative legend of the White Line movement
hag alsoe contributed to the oentinuetion of misinterpretatioms,.
For in order to furnish justification for the excesses which
were committed, the defensive and protective rolee of the
¢lubs were played up. Painted in the éale tones of Conserva-
tive whitewash, the movement was portrayed purely as a defense
of the white race., KRewspapers printed editorials eclaiming
that so long as white military companies existed “the good
people...will have protectors and rallying pointe“,s and Con-

servative leaders repeated over end over again that they had

Hinde County (Miseissippi) Uesette, September 22,
1875.
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orgahised "purely for protection; not for any politieal purpose
in the world, but to proteet ourselves against the encroach-
ments of the blacks."® Perhaps the moet extreme statement of
error relative to the movement was wede by an overly-sympathetio
observer who reported that the leaguers "held no meetings,
named no committees, elected no chiefs. It was a sentiment
rather than e souiety.“s

These partisan views of the movement generally
elther overstated or understated the case. Actuelly, the White
Line was something distinoct and set apart from the Xu Klux
Klan, and its mission by no means confined action to defensive
or protective measures. It was an aggressive political instru-
ment welded into & military mold for a definite purpose. And
it wasg, indeed, considerably more than a mere sentiment; it
was carefully organized and its activitiee were minutely plenned
and execubed by chosen leamders. But perhaps the most effective
way to correct the completely erronecus or only half true im=
pressions which have persisted is to examine in the impartial
light of awvailable evidencs and report what it really was as

opposed to what it was popularly claimed to have been.

% Senate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. lxvii.
b

Dixon, White Conquest, II, p. 24,
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To grasp the significance of the White Line movement,
one must realizs from the beginning that it was essentially of
a political nature. It is not too great a generalization to
say that the rifle companies were merely the armed wing of the
Democratic party. In Mississippl, these companies were under
the control of General J. Z. George, who as campaign manager of
the stete Demooratic party was masterminding the politiecal
strategy in that state. In South Carolina, the role of the rifle
companies was stated explicitly in no less eonspicuous s place
than the campaign plan of the Democratic par'by._s Nor was it
a mere coincidence that when in mid~September, 1874, the
Democrats in Louigiana fought a pitched battle against the
Eadicals for control of the State House, the ™militis" whiech
championed the Comservative cause was almost exclusively com-
posed of members of the Hew (Orleans White Leagua.7

Although essentially political in nature 'and in
aims, clubs were delibarately organized into military formations
and trained to the use of foree. The types of formations varied,

although most of thom were elther infantry or cavelry units

6 The South Carolina campaign of 1876 was closely

patternad after the Mississippli, or Shotgun Plan, and was drawn
up by Martin W. Gary. A copy of this detailed strategy can be
found in the appendix of Simkins and Woody, South Carolina,

pp. 564-669.

7 New York Horald, September 15, 1874,
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designated respeotively as Rifle Companies and Sabre Clubs.
Most clubs possessed at least cne pisos of artillery and in
many instances, several field pieces were owned. Hach club hed

& full complement of officers, many of whom were experienced

8

soldlers.” The military features of the organization were

olsarly described in the instructions oirculated in South Carolinas
The Democratic military clubs are to be
armed with rifles and pistols and such
other arms as they may command. They
are to be divided into two companies,
one of the old men, the other of the
youngj an experienced eaptain or com-
mander to be pleced over each.... Hach
company is to have a first end second
lieutsnant,.... The number of ten pri-
wtes is to be the unit of organisation.

In addition to ths fact that these clubs were political
in nature and military in orgenisetion, they had a definite
purpose which went eonslderably beyond the mere function of pro-
tection. Since their real mission did mot lend itself to pub-
licity, Conservative leaders turned %o the use of guile and
subterfuge when explaining the reasons for thelr existemce.
Typical of this tectic was the following letter to the governor

of South Carolinai

8 ;. Z. George of Mississippi, M. C. Batler of Gouth
Carolina, end Frederiok li. Ogden of Louisiana were all ex~Con~
federate officers of high rank,

9 M. W, Gary's plan for the South Carolins cempaign

of 1876, Quoted in Simkins and Woody, South Caroliom, pp. 564~
569.
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Dear Bir:
At the solicitation of sevaral others

I write to ask your permission to or=-

ganits a Jabre Club, for our own amuse-

ment, in Norris Township, Hdgefield

County,10
Verious other srguments, equally as misleading, were advanced
in justifioation of maintaining armed rifle companies. It
was often claimed, for example, that the purpose was "ohiefly
soeinl“.ll Cne member deseribed his partioular club as a
"social organization® designed to “oultivate the virtues of
friendship and mau1y>exoroiso,“lg while another person made the
naive elaim that the only purposs of the White League in his
area was "for our amusement and to improve the horsemanship

of the young men of this vioinity.“l3

In splte of these di-
verting protestations, the movement did have a definite aim;
it was eonoisely stated by the editar of the (pelousas,

Louisiana, Courier: "The object of the White League is to

10 J. Boatwright to Franklin J. Hoses, Jr., August 6,
1874. PFPranklin J, Moses, Jr., Papers, South Carclina Historiocal
Commission, Columbie, South Carolina. Cited hereafter es lioses

Papers.

11 Re S. Beckman to Daniel A. Chamberlain, June 24,
1874. South Carolina Military Affairs Flle,

12 Re Ko Hemphill to Daniel A. Chamberlain, June 13,
1875. South Cerolina Military Affairs File.

13 Re L. Craft %o Daniel A. Chemberlain, June 16, 1878.
South Caroline Military Affaris File,
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put the control of the state government into the hands of
the white people of the state Rl

Perticipation in the movement was not restricted
to those of voting age, exclusively. Boys over the age of
S8ixteen were specifloally included in the list of eligibles

16

in South Carolina™ and there is one cese on record where

e rifle company was formed by lads “between the ages of six

and ten years 16

White women were very active not only in
recruiting for the volunteer uompaniea” but also in fur-
nishing them with militery insignis and treppings. The
Abbeville, South Carolina, club, for exauple, was presented
with a flag by liss Kate Parker, who msde it with "her own
hands ,*18

Meetings were held periodically, sometimes in

connection with political affafre and at other times merely

4
Opelousas Courler, July 4, 1874, Quoted in

Brewster, Sketches, p. °
16
Bimkins and Woody, South Carolina, pp. 564569,
16

Senate Miscellaneous Dooument no. 48, III, 44
Conge., & 8668., Ps 624,

Morgan, Yazoo, p. 455,

Senate Miscellaneous Document RO, ﬁ, 111,
44 Cong., 2 8eag., p. 6R4.
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0 go through their drills “according to Upton's Tactics,* ?

These meetings were called by weans of e prearranged system
of signals whioh made it possible far a compeny to be
Bustered within a couple of hourn.ao Normally, & cannon
shot was the agreed signal bwt when such equipment was not
available, leaguers improvised in the following manner:

They took & couple of anvils end put

then together, one on top of the other,

and filled the hole with powder and

fired them off whenever they wanted to

oall the club together. It makes a

noise very much like a oannoni end oan

be heard eight or ten miles.2

The extent and number of military companies is

difficult to determine accurately, but as & generaliszation
it oan be said that they appeared in almost svery county
where Republicans were olither in the majority or were smetually
in control of public offices.*? Governor Chamberlain esti-
mated that there were at least two hundred and ninety rifle

2
clubs in South Carolina at one time; 8 a source in Missiseippi

1
2

8 Ibid., p. 109,

0 8iwmkins, Ben Tillman, p. 56.

21
Senate Report no. 627, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 88,

22 1pid., pe xXV.

28 Senate Miscellaneous Document no. 48, 44 Cong.,
2 Bos8,., D 509,
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stated that nearly one-half of the white population of voting
ago in that state was enrolled in the movemnt-“
Military units thus orgenized were armed to the testh.

Radieal governors received many letters similar to this ocne
desoribing Whites Lime ectivities:

Dear Gowvnor: We here give you notice

that the white people of this towne have

Jest receved, by express from New (rleans,

three boxes of guns andi also some boxse

of pistels for the porpus of & riot in

this plece, whils we have not got a gun

or 4o not went any disturbemenst, ..
These roports were not exaggerated, for _uhilnblo evidence
supports the view that arms were plentiful among leaguers.
The two thousand members of the New (rleans league furnish
an interesting illustration, Two-thirds of them were armed
with Belgian muskets purchased in New York, almost all of
them had pistols, and in addition, the olub possessed two
eannon.26 Ons gutfit in Miasisaippi had cevalry, infantry,

and artillery units well equipped with shotguns, needle guns,

24
Senate Report ne. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. xxv,

2 .
8 W. K. Jones to Adelbert Ames, September 10, 1875.
Quoted in Senate Report no. 627, 44 Cong., 1 zess., p, 19,

6 Brewater, Sketches, p. 172,
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and & six pound cennon loaded with sorap iron..z? A. T. Morgen,

Yazoo City's leading Radioal, described that oity's militery
organization as he had cbserved it from a plsce of hiding
following the riot of September 1, 18761

They were as well armed and under as
porfect discipline, apparently, as any
troops in owr late armies were. In-
cluding the cawvalry company from the
county, there were not less than three
hundred armed white men in the town.
Their weapons were Winchester rifles,
needle guns, double-barrel shotguns
and pistols,28

8everal methods were employed to secure necessary
arme for the rifle companies. 80 successful were thess mea~
sures that Demooratic spokesmen were able to boast publioly
that the clubs were "fully armed, equipped and «h'.'».lleaﬁ..“29
Kost of these arms were obtained by purohase and funds for
this purpose were raised in various ways., Although there
is no actual proof of the charge that money was contributed

50

by the national Democratic organization,” there is son-

siderable svidence that funds were privately subseribed in

27 John leek to Adelbert Ames, November 2, 1875,

Ames Papers.
%8 worgan, Yesoo, p. 474.
29 Wharton, Negro In masisnigg » Ps 187.

80 John R. Lynoh, Faets of Reconstruotion, (New York,
1913), p. 141. Cited hereafter as Lynch, Fucts of Reconstruc-
tion,.
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the North.>* Looal subsoriptions alsc paid fer a ghare of

the arms, Older men who were not expected to bear s&rms were re-
Quested to outfit younger men. In South Carolina, each rifle
ompany" captain was ingtruotsd

to see that hls men are wsll armed and

provided with at lesst thirty rounds of

axmunition. The captain of the young

mwen is to provide a Baggage wageon, in

which three days rations for the horses and

three days rations for the men are to be

stored...in order that they may be pre~

pared at s moments notice to move to any

point ir the county when ordered by the

chariman of the exesutive committes,

Still enother method of obtaining guns was teo steal
them from Negro militia units. DBeocmuse this happened so
frequently, Radieal governors were oconstantly being warned
to use every precaution when shipping arms. In spite of all
such care, however, seizures were feirly common. In Misse
issippi, for example, guns which were stolen from militiamen
were later seen in use by White Liners as they drilled.s8

Similar cases which ocourred in South Carolina have already

1 Wslter L. Fleming, Civil War end Reconstrustion,
In Alabama, {¥ew York, 1908), p. 791. Cited hereafter &s
Fleming, Alabanma.

82 Martin W. Gary's plan for the South Carolina
campeign of 1876. Quoted in Simkins end Woody, South Qarolina,
pp. 564-668,

33

Senate Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sees., p. 97.
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been desoribed.®® These seizures and thefts apparently assumed
sizable proportions, for one adjutant genersl offieially pro-
claimed as potentially dangerous the fact that "a large mmber
of the arms of the state are in the hands of independent or-
ganisations...not under the control of the law that governs the
nilitia. 058
Since thé politicael objestive of the White Liners was
in due time achiewved, it is interesting te note the tectics
whieh were employed to meke posslble their success. Their
strategy had two fundamental aims; one was to intimidate Re=-
publicans indiscriminatvely amd the other was to destroy legreo
militia forces.
- The policy of general intimidation of Hepublicans
had many fecets. Parades and othér public demonstrations of
force were oammon ocourrences and were attended by leaguers
in full military regalis..® In the fisld of political actien,

several mansuvers were employed, but the general policy was

outlined in this instruction:

54 See Chapter VIII.

® Report of the Adjutant General of the Etate of
South Cerolins, 4, Pe 6.

sé Bmedes , A Southern Planter, p. 230, Garaer,

Kississippl, p. 374. &denate Heport no. §27, 44 Cong., 1 seass.,
p. 1279.
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Every Democrat must feel honor bound
to oontrol the vote of at least one
Negro, by intimideation, purchase,
keeping him away, or as each indivi-
dual may determine how he may best
accomplish it,%7

Almost all Republican meetings were attended by White Linsrs ,38
who always threatened and often succeeded in ‘braaking up the
gatherings S99 some oases, particular Negroes were singled
out for pre-slestion visits end were subjected to extremely
narsh treatment.20 Rifle companiss were also active on
eleotion day, someatimes resorting to force and fraud to carry
the day.u As we shall see, these measures of intimidation
proved guite successful.

The White Leagues also struck forceful blows direotly
at the Negro militia. Many of the race riots whieh took plece
between whites and the militia were the result of deliverate

planning. A member of a Jouth Carolina rifle émnﬁpa.ny confessed

87 Gampaign instrustion published by M. W. Gary of
South Caroline in 1876. Quoted in Bimkins and Woody, South
Carolina, pp. 664~569. ‘ —

58 Lynoh, Faots _o£ Reconstruction, p. 141.

39 Jenate Report no, 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess., p. 837,

40 4, W. Warren, feminiscences of & Mississlppi
Carpet-Bagger, (Woroester, 1914), p. 7l Cited hereafter as
Warren, HReminiscences.

41 J. Meek to adelbert Ames, November 2, 1875,

Ames Papers.
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that “it had been the settled purpose of the leading white
men...t0 soize the first opportunity that the Negroes might
offer them to prowvoke a riot and teach the negroes a lesson. 42
Clashes took place in Louisiana, Missiseippi, end South
Carolina; the last important one which esrupted in Hawburg,
South Carolina, in early July, 1876, furnishes an interesting
study in the teshnique of deliberately creating & race riot.
On July 4, 1876, the Negro militia ocompany at
Bamburg, under command of Doc Adems, while marohing “company
front® down the main street of town attempted to forse tweo
whites in & buggy off the thoroughfare. An ergument ensued,
but the whites were eventually allowed to pasa.“ On the
following day, the white men swore out & warrant for the
arrest of Adams, and trial was set for July 8. On that day,
General M. C, Butler and his Sweelwater Sabre Club from
Bdgefield aeppeared in court, and one member of the group ad-
mitted that the purpose of the visit was "to provoke & row,

ndéd

and if one did not offer, we were to make one. Adams *

42 B. Re Tillmn, The 8tru e _g_{ 176, (n.p. ,ﬂ.do)

ps 17, Pamphlet in poueuian of writer. Clted hereafter as
Tillman, Struggles of '7€,.
43

Ibide, pe 16,
4 Ibid.' Pe 17,
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failure to appear furnished the necessary pretext. General
Butler journeyed across the state line to Augusta, where he
mapaged to borrow a cannon, returned hastily to Hamburg,

and assumed command of his troops. Adems and his militim-
men had, in the meantime, gathered in the S8ibley bullding
which served as their armory., The Butler farces adwanced upon
the armory and demmnded the surrender of all guns in storage
there. When the militla capteain refused to comply with this
demand , fighting broke out. JIn the firet wvolley, one ef

the whites was killed; but when the Butlsr forces opened fire
with their cannon, the Negroes in the building fled in haste.
Thirty or forty militiamen were subsequently captured and
placed under guard in the "Ring®, an encampment near the
railroad tracks, In the sxcitement which followed, several
FRegroes were murdered; five of the prisoners in the "Ring"
were shot dewn in cold blood within full view of their com-
rades .4'5 S8ince the avowed purpose of their "“visit to Ham~

burg® was “to strike terror® ’66 the fweetwater Sabre Club

45 Aocounts of the Hamburg affalr can be found in

the following workss §Senate Miscellaneous Doocument no. 48,
I, 44 Cong., 2 ses8., Pps B5~34. Tiliman, Boruggles of 176,
p. 16. Allen, Reminiscences, pp. $12-326. Heynolds, Gouth
Carolina, pp. 344~547. Anderson (South Carolina) Intelli=
gencer, July 13, 1876,

46

Tillman, 8truggles of '78, p. 24.
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was able to retwrn home sesure in the knowledge that thelr
mission had definlitely been accomplished, And in spite of

the fulminations of the Northern press, which launched a
frenzsled demunoiation of "Sitting Bull Butler and Hiz Edgefield
Sioux“,‘7 the perpetrators of this slaughter were never punw
ished.

These deliberate acts of violence were often times
carried out with the aid and cooperation of other companies,
either from neighboring counties or nearby states. During the
Vieksburg troubles of 1874, a stesmer was sent upriver %o
Yasoo City to transport erms loaned by White Liners thsra¢48
Qut of state aid was quite common, as well. During the cem~
paign of 1876 in Mississippi, whites from Alabams made frequeant
excursions acrcss the line to eid their neighbors. G. K.
Chase, sent to Mississippi by the attorney general of the
United States, reported to his superior that "an invasion
from Alabama is imminent“.*g and a Mobile newspaper urged
that "Democratic and Conservative young men organise bands

of minute men in every county® for the purpose of eidding

47 Cited in Reynolda, $outh Careolina, p. 347.

48 Morgan, Yazoo, p. 440,

9
George K. Chase to Attorney General Edwards
Pierrepont, Qotober 27, 1875. Amea Papers.
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their n@ighbor&.ao Governor Ames received e compleint from
& Hegro leader in Meacon, Mississippi, that "the Alabama
white people was out here on the 25th of August AD 1876 kill~

ing up blaek paople."sl

A white oompany from Helena, Arkansas,
Jjoined with the Conservative foroes during the Friar's Point
affair in Mississippi .52 and some fifty or sixty Georgia
whites under the leadership of a man named Dunn traveled from
Augusta to Hamburg in order to “help relieve™ the state of
South c:ralinu.aa One hundred amd sixty armed whites from
Louisiena crossed the lﬁ.u-ia-sippi River te partie'iputa in the

6

Viekgburg riet, 4 and ﬁhe follwin@ telegram from Trinity,

Texas , to the whites in Vieksburg indicated that additional
support from more distant arees could be sounted upons

To President Board of Supervisorss

Do you want any men? Can raise good
crowd within twenty four hours to
kill out your nogroes.55

50 Excerpt from Mobile (Alabama) Register. Quoted in
Morgan, Yazoo, p. 479.

51

Ames Papers.

52 New York Herald, October 6, 1875,

E. C. Walker to Adelbert Ames, August 26, 1875.

53 Senate Miscellaneous Document no. 48, I, 44 Cong.,
2 seBB., Pe 6704

% House of Representatives Report no. 263, 43 Cong.,
2 Be8s., pe 1ix.

85 Telegram from J. G, Gates and A. H. Meson,
December 12, 1874. Quoted in 1ibid,



208

Conditions which were created by White Line activity
taused much unessiness to loyel Hopubliceans. Appesls to their
leaders were numerous. Governor Ames, for example received
many appeals simllar in tone to this one from his colored sup~
porters: “We ask you for our protection or helpe some way

or erther, knowing that you are our gownor eand the only help

u56

for us. Even President Grant received nessages telling

of deplorable conditions end requesting help:

Homered 8ir: This letter is from a Poor
freedman I wrilte to Leb you no about
timea down this way the rebsls are out-
rageous In our oity they have about
fifteen Hundred Riffles &catterad about
in difrent houses and they sit up every
night to watch them and they say the
first chmnce they get they are going to
kill the Dam leaders of the RHepublican
party and all the dam Yenkelis and niggers
and that is just what they are doing...57

Several attempts were made to curtail or destroy
the growing White Line movement. Governors, in their ex~-
tremity, resorted to issuing proclammtions against rifle

olubs demanding their disbandment. Ames took this step during

6 .
, 5 ¥%. K., Jones to Adelbert Ames, September 10,
1875. Quoted in Semete Report no. 527, 44 Cong., 1 sess.,
Pe 19,

7
Senato Miscellaneous Dooument no. 48, III, 44
Conge, & 8088+, Do 95,
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the campaign of 1875 in Mississippi ,58 and Governor Chamberlain
followed suit in South Carolina.®® These proclamations were
never effestive. South Carolinians merely ignored Chamber~
lain's words, while Mississipplans were openly defiant:

Ames emerged from his hole the other

day and staid out long enough to say

to the companies...'disband'. But ab

the present writing they ars not dis-

banding worth a cent, nor do they have

any idea of doing such a ﬁhing.ﬁ

White Line violence in South Carolina reached such

alarming proportions that U. §. Grant was forced to enter
the pieture and issue s presidential proclamation direoting
the rifle ccmpanies to diaperse within three days.al The
terms of the proclamation were obsyed in letter though not
in spirit. The companies officially disbanded, to be sure,
but they reorganized immediately under false pretenses and

under such innocuous titles as the First Baptist Churoh

8 Garner, Missiesippi, p. 378.

59 pnderson (South Cerolins) Intelligencer,
October 12, 1876.

80 Excerpt from Yazoo City Herald. Quoted in
Morgan, Yazoo, p. 470.

61
Proclemation issued October 17, 1878, Copy

in Appleton‘®s Arnual Cyclopaedia, 1876, p. 721.
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Sewing Cirele, the Hampton and Tilden Musicsl Club, and the
Allendale Mounted Baseball Club whose roaﬁar‘of'playera con-
tained the impressive total of one hundred and fifty’nsmaa.sa
By these devipus actions, measures aimed at destroying the
companies ware effectively nullified.

The White Lins movement wae eminently successful in
accomplishing its aim of political restoration through force.
Radlcal politicians in particular and Hgpublican voters in
genoral were in sgreement with these sentiments expressed by
ons of their number: ™We have been slumbering on & volcanoO....
It is no longer with them the numﬁer of votes but the number

of guhl.“63

Political action of rifle companies was directly
responsible for Demoeratic viectory in Mississippl and South

Carclina; and although final triumph did not come in Lowisiana
until 1877, the White lLeagues contributed their part by

meintaining considerable pressure on looal Republicans,
Equally successful was their policy aimed at sumash-

ing remaining Negro militie units. The appearance of these

armed military counter forces caused many militia units to

voluntarily disband. Some were harmssed, amoyed, and

62 Simkins end Woody, South Caroline, p. 508,

63
John Meek to Adelbert Amee, November 2, 1875,
Ames Pepers.
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intimidated into ineffectiveness, while others were physi=
oally destroyed., From the ranks of ths White Line movement
came the men who engeged Wegro militia forces in those
bloody affaire the mest notorious of whish were Viokaburg,
Clinton, and Hamburg, where the whites instituted a policy of

digbandment through extermination.




CONCLUSION

Judged by its professed aims, the Negro militia
movement was a dismal failure. 3y 1877, it was appmrent for
all to see that the last of the Radical state governments
were doomed and that individual militia units had either been
destroyed, disbanded, or rendered militarily ineffective,
This situation resulted directly from the program of violence
inaugurated by a bostile elemsnt of the white population
whioh remained implacable in opposition to the militia., I%
follows, therefore, that in order to understend the failure
of the militia movement, one must also understand certain
aspects of the campaign of violense whioh made that failure
inevitable. More apecificelly, one ie foroed to answer two
questions., Why were the white: able to prewvail by armed force
over the Negro militia? What were ti: real reasons which
caused the whites to turn to suoh extreme measures?

The ultimate victory of the whites in the struggle
wes not due to their own aggressive actions entirely. These

had their effect, %o be surej but it is unlikely that sush

207
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policies as retalistion against individual militiamen or even
ocreation of White Line rifle companies would, in themselwes,
have been sufficient Lo guarantes victory had they not been
asoampanied by a baelsc error in strategy on the part of
Badical loadershwh&oh seriously weakened the militia movement
from within, This error was ‘tba/failm to ever really em=-
ploy the militia forces to the full extent of their power,
and the fault rests squarely on the shoulders of incumbent
Radical governora. Even in exceptional cases where executives
favored maximum utility of their troops, they received much
sdvice to the contrary. Go;rarnar Clayton of Arkansas was
warned by no less & person than his own adjutant general
against using Kegro troops “except in case of extreme neces-
-1ty."1 A good deal of the reluctence to employ Negro soldiers
stommed direotly from lack of confidence in their military
pra-ann,z but this wes by no means the sole reason. Governor
Brownlow, for instanoe, expressed his dlispleasure at both

the freedom with whioh Negro militiemen used their guns and

1
Keyes Denforth to Powell Clayton, December 12,
1868. Quoted in Clayton, Aftermath, p. 119.

Jo. C. Delavigne, "The Troubles In the South",
The Southern Magezine, IX (1875), 617.
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their genseral attitude toward whitss.a The main deterrent,
however , was fear. Haunted by the spectre of race war, gov-
ernors temporised and satisfied themselves with halt~maaaures.4
In Alabama, numeious applications from "ocolored fellow oiti-
tens from Mobile, Selua, and Montgomery® requesting permission
to organize militia oompanies were turned down by the adjutant
goneral on-explioit orders from Governor Lewis.® Ames hesi-
tated a long while befors finally ealling up his Negre troops
in Mississippi, and the delay was, by his osn admission,
prompted by fear that arﬁing the militia would cause the
state "to drift into a war of rmes."6 ¥When an outbreak of
violense occurred in Jackson County, Florida, in late 1869,
many demands were made on Governor Reed to send a loyal
militia force there to quell the disturbance. Reed, fearful
of the sonsequences of such aotion, squashed the Jdemands

by agreeing to raise a Negro regiment for the purpose pro=-

vided the leading Radical agitator, named Purman, would

3 Coulter, Parson Brownlow, p. 290.

% One Hegro historlan flatly states that "the Re~
construction governors were afraid to use these militie
forcez lest they start a rece war....” W. E. B, DuBois,
Black Reconstruotion, (¥ew York, 1936), p. 690,

6 Annual Report of the Aﬁgutant ﬂenarul‘gg the
stgte _%Alm-; 8 s Po Se

6 Adelbert imes to A. T. Morgan, August 14, 1874.
Ames Papers.
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oommand it, His offer was speedily deelined.? This relustance

to mount an all~out offensive not only sapped the strength

from the militia movement but alao proved that Radical leaders

were either ignorant of or umwilling to subsoribe to the po-

litical theorem which realistically points out thet "Sosial

Revolutions are not accomplished by foroe, unless that force

is overwhelming, merciless, and ocontinued over a long poriod.“a
Another source of weakness in the Negro militia

movement resulted fram the faot that they were, in a very

real sense, abandoned by the national Republican sdminis~

tration. This abandonment was reflected in suoh sotions

a8 Grant's refusal to interveme in Texas and Mississippi at

erucial pericds of the struggle in those states, Ome should

not be too harsh, however, in passing Judgment on this apparent

defeotion because it came about as a npatural result of oir-

cumstances rather then as a deliberate plot to desert the

Nogro in his extremity. The cooling off of the Grant ad-

ministration was essentially & reaotion to the pressure of

e changing Northern public opinion. It is true that whem

Governor E. J. Davis of Texas appealed to the president for

7 Davis, Floride, p. 677,

8 Wharton, Negro In Mississippi, p. 1988,
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troops, his request was refused and he was piously advised

"to yleld to the verdict of the peaple,“g It is no less true
that at the same time, Grant was being plagued by an unfavor-
able reaction in publie opinion which not only raised guestions
obnoarning SOuthsrﬁ~pﬁlicy in general but alsoe levied the
charge of Caesarism sshiﬁht the President personally. When
Ames asked for Pesderal treeps during the campaign of 1875

in Miselssippi, he was refused them with the terse but true
comment that “the whole public are tired of the annual aubumnal
outbreaks in the aanﬁh.*lo Ames later remarked with some
bitternsss that “this flippant utterance...was the way the
executive branch e? the nationsl government announced that
it had decided that the reconstruction acts of (Congress wers

a tailnre.‘ll

A further indication that the Nerthern people
had grown weary of the Reoncstruotion experiment can be
seen in the flerce reaction whieh followed on the heels of
General Sheridan's faemous “banditti™ message sent from New

Orleans early in 1875, Seversl Northern state legislatures

9 Clarence R, Wharton, Texas Under Meny Flags,
(¥ew York, 1930), p. 205. New York Herald, January 13, 1874,

10 ¢itea in Wharton, Negro In Mississippi, p. 194,

11
Adelbert Ames to E. B, Andrws' Mﬂ.}f 24. 18856,

Garner Papers.
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censured the action, and mumercus protest meetings were held
in Northern eities.’2

As Northern public opinion continued to apply re-
straining pressures on the Grant administration, Southern
whites began less and less to fear intervention by the Federal
government and grew bolder in their use of violence at the
very time when militia forces were becoming increasingly more
vulnerable due to internal weakness, It is important to
emphasize, at this point, that the eventual success of White
Line taetics was greatly enhanced by the simultansous dew
bilitation of Hegro militia forces which resulted from lack
of gubernatorial confidence and withdrawal of presidential
support.,

Since destruction of the militia was accomplished
by means of a carefully planned and wellwexecubed campaign
of violence, it is necessary to inquire into the reasons
why Southern whites resorted to such extreme measures., Un~
questionably, the cost of the progfam generated a great deal
of reseniment. A few figures will be sufficient to illustrate
this point. In Texas, lLimestone and Freestone counties

were assessed thirty-six thousand dollars to pay coste of

12 Lonn, Louisiana After 1868, pp. 304~305.
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martial lew proclaimed within their boundaries.)® The short
but fierce “RKirk-Holden War" cost North Carolinians almos®
seventy-five thousand dollars; militle participation in
only one election in Tennessee cost over ninety-three thou-
send dollars.}® In addition to the ineredible expenses in-
cident to the mainteinence of the metropolitan polisce in

16

New Orleans,” the Louisiana leglslature appropriated an

additional hundred thouseand dollars for support of the state

militia¢1? Arkansas spent ths astronumical sum of three

hundred and thirty thousand dollars during the mertial law
period of 1868-1869,1B and another two hundred thousand

dollars as a result of the Brooks~Baxter War.19 An inves=-
tigating committee of the South Carolina legislature fixed
the cost of enrolling and arming the militia of that state

at three hundred and sevanty-five thousand dﬂllara.ao

13
14
15
18

17 Bowers, The Tragic Era, p. 366. Lonn, Louisiana
After 1868, p. 65.
18

19 Teatimony of Jemes R. Berry, 3tate Auditor. House
of Representatives Heport no, 2, 43 Cong., 2 sess., p. 505,

Herbert, Solid South, pp. 376-377.

Hamilton, North Carolina, p. 63l.

Coulter, Pareon Brownlow, p. 339,

Herbert, Solid South, p. 400.

Btaples, Arkenses, pp. 504-308.

2
° Reynolds, South Carolinm, p. 177,
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Not only were appropriated funds used to pay troops
and purchase the wherewithal to make war; this money also
invariably became involved in the too prevalent corruption
of the period. Payrell padding was so common & practiece
that Governor Moses admitted under oath that not one~fourth
of the persons listed on the South Caroclina rolls at one
period rendered any military servioa.zl

Through militia oclaims commiselons, veat sums of
monsy passed into the pookets of persons whose only qualifi=-
eation for such eollections were the good fortume to be
recognised as avid supporters of the incumbent administration
and the willingness to swear to a fslsehood. In Arkensas,
sush & oommission was oreated by the legizlaturse as & re~-
sult of Governor Clayton's urgin.g.z2 During the single
year which it functioned, it disbursed over one hundred and
twenty thousand dollare of Arkensas taxpayers' mcvaey.:33
It 1s interesting to note that the commissiomer, himself,

collected on at least two claims.2*

1 Report 2£ the Joint Investi atiq& Committes On
Public Freuds in scuth"""c:ar“"'"‘olma"“,"‘ﬁ"gm =78, (Columbia, 1878),

T &77.

22 Cleyton, Aftermeth, pp. 166«166,
£8 8taples, Arkansas, p., 308,

24 Ibid,
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Governér Soott used Fifty thousand dollars of militds
money %o bribe three South (arolina legislators in order %o

escape 1mpesehmont,25

end his adjutant general, Franklin J.
Moses, Jr., purportedly made the greatest single financial
killing of his entire ocareer from militis funds, no mean ac-
complishment in view of the career uanuerned.% 30 spevta~
cular were the maneuverings of this official that & few of
his antics bear repeating. On ons ocomsion, he was sent north
by Governor Scott to purchase rifles for the state. By the
simple business technique known as the "kick-back™, he re-
oceived a fat sum fram the supplisr.m His blggest deal,
however , involved guns which had been furnished South Cerolina
by the Pederal government., Although these gumns were in good
working order, Meses megotiated a contract amounting to one

hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars for their alteration

to breech-loeding rifles .28 The alteration price per gun

28 Reynolds , South Carolina, p. 173,

26 Re H. Woody, “Pranklin J. Moses, Jr., Scalaweg
Governor of South Carolina, 1872-74", The North Carolina
Historical Review, i (april, 1933), 119,

27 Report of the Joint Inwstigating_ Comnittee On
Public Frauds In South Carolina ne, 1877~78. ps 612,

8
Proceedings of the Tax wor's Conwntion _93‘_
South Carolina, 1874, pe 96, '
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wae greater than the ooest price of a new gun fram the very
company making the alterations 29 Not only was an eatimated
seventy-five thousand dollars swindled in this particular
deal .30 but according to an enployee in the adjutent general'&
office, the guns were actually less serviceable after the
costly alterations than they had been bafum.a.l

The office of adjutant general, through whioh mi-
litia forces were commanded, became llttle more than e sine-
oure in which one could use the handsome salary that accompanied
the post as a reward to the politically failthful. Nepotism
was not unooxmon in oconnection with appointments. Parson
Brownlow, for example, found his son to be admirably fitted

for the job; he subsequently elsvated & nephaw, Sam Hunb, to

the office.°" Govermor Davis likewiss filled the vacenoy in

Texas with a near relation, F. L. Britton.w

2
s Ibid.

30 rhid.

51 Testimony of John B, Dennis. Report 3_1; the
Joint Inveat%at:l% Committee On Public Fra—LTuds In South

Carclina, "'__?_‘ P 3860
32

Coulter, Parson Brownlow, p. 267,

5 Clerence P. Denman, "The Office of Adjubant-
General in Texas, 1835-81%", Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
XXVIII (1924), 302-323,
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In addition to the resentment resulting from costs
and freuds related to the militia wovement, considerable
bitterness was oreated as a result of militia activities.
Although this phase of their history has been discussed in a
previous chapter,>® it should be reiterated here that the
Negro militis was umwisely handled.S® Their oontinued so-
tivity in polities, their depradations, and their minor sooisl
offenses undoubtedly incressed the ill~feeling of the whites
and nmust be considered es one factor leading to their de~
c¢ision to orgenize in opposition.

To the casual cbserver, the catalogue of offenses
ecommitted by militiemen plus the costs and frauds involwved
might seem suffiolent to explain the failure of the militia
movement. Any sush conclusion, however, would be misleading
in its oversimplification. One must be very careful in any
analysis of faoctors explaining Southern attitudes and re~
actions to distingulish between actuml wronge and implied
wrongs., In this particular case, the actual wrongs, the

petty annoyances and depredations of the militia, mersly

34 See Chapter III.

36 Alrutheus A. Taylor, The Negro In South Carclina

puring Reconstruction, (Washingtom, 1924), p. 190, Cited
'ﬁa'??%ter as Taylor, Hegro In South Carolins,
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served to aggravate a situation that from the very beginning
had been intolerable to many Southern whites because of the
social wrong implied. The South during Recomstrustion was
not yet ready to acquiesoe in the pious sentiments of the
Congressmmn who declared that on that "last great dey when
the horn shall sound® the questions would not be ™whether he
was & black sheep or a white sheep, but whether it is good
mntton.'ss For sven had the militia refrained from committing
a single ect antagonistlc to the whites, they would still in
all probability have been destroyed. 4 Negro historisn cuts
right through to the heart of the matter with the following
statement:

The very fact that the Negro wore a

uniform and thereby enjoyed certain

rights was an affront to most southern

whites .57

This racial affront was at the very core of the

white man's hatred of the Negro militia, #rom recial bitter-
ness it is but a short step to racial conflict; counsequently,

that strain of violence which runs with such persistence

8 Congressional Reoord, IV, 44 Cong., 1 sess.,
p. 4707. Spee:?a‘%presanutiw Samuel 8, Cox of New
York, July 18, 1876,

87 E. Franklin Frezier, The Negro In the United States,
(New York, 1944), p. 146. Another Negro historian onfirms
this belief by steting: "the very sight of the Negro in mili-
tary uniform enraged the native whites...." Taylor, Negro In
South Carolina. -




g20

through the course of Southern history was once again thrown
into bold relief.

In retrospect, it appeers feirly obvious that the
Radlcals, from the very begimning of their militia experiment,
had faced a paradex, Confronted with the stern reelitiss of
political self-preservation, they had found it imperative
to oreate a protective force whioh, due to peculiar losal
conditions, developed into a Negro militia. It is ironie that
the organization of this protective force, because of its
racial implications, actuelly aided in the destruction of

the very thing it wes created to protect,
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