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ASamCT

Muoh o f th e  v io lence  which c h a ra c te r ise d  th e  Recon­

s t r u c t io n  period  was d i r e c t ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  

movement inaugurated  by Radical p o l i t i c ia n s  in  th e  South* 

P ro te c tio n  was th e  m otiva ting  in flu en ce  behind th e i r  maneu­

ver* Since many Southern w hites were openly h o s t i le  to  

th e  newly c re a te d  s t a te  governments* Radical le a d e rs  f e l t  

th e  need to  o rgan ise  a  lo y a l p ro te c tiv e  fo rce  in  order to  

p reven t d e s tru c t io n  of t h e i r  ad m in is tra tio n s  a t  th e  hands 

o f so powerful an enemy* Due to  p e e u lia r  lo c a l  circum stances* 

th i s  p ro te c tiv e  fo rce  developed in to  a  Begro m il i t ia *

Although o r ig in a l ly  designed as a  defensive  fo rc e ,  

th e  m i l i t i a  was e a s i ly  converted in to  an agg ress ive  p o l i ­

t i c a l  in s tru m en t, and was used f r e e ly  by the  R adicals no t 

only during  campaigns and on e le c t io n  days b u t a ls o  in  

en forc ing  d e c la ra tio n s  o f m a r tia l  law a g a in s t coun ties  o f 

dubious p o l i t i c a l  p re fe ren c e . The resentm ent of Southern 

w hites whioh re s u lte d  from th is  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i t y  was 

fu r th e r  aggravated when crim es o f v io le n c e , d e p re d a tio n s , 

and minor s o c ia l  o ffenses were committed by m ilitiam en* 

E x o rb itan t c o s ts  o f m il i ta ry  opera tions and frauds involv ing

v i



m i l i t i a  funds gave r i s e  to  a d d it io n a l  d isco n ten t*  th e  w hite  

man1® fundam ental enm ity to  th e  m i l i t i a ,  however, stemmed 

from what he considered  to  he th e  r a c ia l  im p lica tio n s o f a  

p o lic y  which no t only armed th e  Hegro hu t a ls o  placed  him 

in  a  p o s i t io n  o f a u th o rity *

From th e  very  beginning o f  th e  m i l i t i a  experim ent, 

o p p o s itio n  had been m anifested* Legal stra tagem s and o th e r 

measures sh o r t  o f fe re e  were employed by w hites In  an 

e f f o r t  to  Im pair th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  of th e  troops* Seizures 

and c o n fisc a tio n s  o f anas and equipment occurred frequen tly*  

D irec t r e t a l i a t i o n  upon m ilitiam en  assumed two form si 

economic d isc r im in a tio n  and p h y sic a l v iolence* The f in a l  

blow to  th e  m i l i t i a ,  however, was d e a l t  by w hite  vo lu n teer 

r i f l e  companies3 i l l e g a l ,  armed counter fo rce s  which were 

a t  th e  very  core o f th e  White Line movement* These were 

th e  men who p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th o se  fe ro c io u s  a tta c k s  upon 

m ilitia m e n , th e  most n o to rious o f which was a t  Hamburg, 

South C a ro lin a , where th e  w hites e f f e c t iv e ly  I n s t i tu te d  

a p o lic y  o f disbandment through exterm ination*

v i l



INTRODUCTION

When th e  d e f in i t iv e  account o f th e  South during  R econstruc­

t io n  i s  f i n a l l y  w r i t te n ,  i t  w i l l  co n ta in  deep and dep ressing  undertones 

o f v io le n c e . The long s tand ing  Southern p r o c l iv i ty  in  th i s  d i r e c t io n ,  

which has a lre a d y  brought down th e  judgments o f se v e ra l genera tions of 

h i s to r ia n s ,  only  p a r t i a l l y  ex p la in s  i t s  p revalence during  th is  p a r t i ­

c u la r  p e rio d . Add to  th is  h i s to r ic a l  p re d i le c t io n  th e  s o c ia l  u n re s t 

which in e v ita b ly  fo llo w s m il i ta ry  conquest, th e  pe rp lex ing  new s o c ia l ,  

economic and p o l i t i c a l  problems a sso c ia ted  w ith  the  freedm en, and the  

presence o f a  la rg o  number of men w ell-schoo led  in  th e  a r t  o f k i l l i n g  

and grown s u l le n  from  ta s t in g  th e  b i t te rn e s s  of d e f e a t ,  and a form ula 

emerges t h a t  a t  l e a s t  begins to  e x p la in  why R econstruction  was p re ­

em inently  a  pe riod  o f  v io len ce .

When C harles Wordhoff made h is  o b serva tion  to u r  in  1375,

he expressed  amazement in  f in d in g  th a t  no t only the  men bu t even boys

o f fo u r te e n  were fre q u e n tly  armed, and th a t  "every  t r i f l i n g  d isp u te
»1is  ended w ith  th e  p i s t o l • One o f th e  innumerable Senate in v e s t i ­

g a tin g  committees which held  hearings in  th e  South was shocked t o  le a rn  

t h a t  c a rry in g  arms was an alm ost u n iv e rsa l p ra c tic e  th e r e ,  numerous 

w itn esses appeared befo re  th e  group f u l ly  armedi and when the com­

m itte e  had re tu rn ed  to  th e  r e l a t i v e ly  peacefu l environs o f th e  n a tio n 's

C harles N ordhoff, The C otton S ta te s  In th e  Spring and 
Summer of 1875, (Hew York, 187$), p . 73." cTb^d~lTo re  a f t e r  as ffordhof f , 
C otton S ia te s  *

1
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C a p ito l ,  th ey  rep o rted !

Almost every man, b lack  or w h ite ,  who has 
enough money to  buy f  irearm s has them* I t  
I s  th e  g re a te s t  p lace  on th e  face  o f th e  
e a r th  fo r  p is to ls *  Ho man i s  oom fortable^ 
down th e re  un less he has go t h is  p is to ls *

The n o v e lis t  A lbion W* Tour g ee , a d is i l lu s io n e d  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  th e

R econstruc tion  experim en t, cap tured  the  v io le n t s p i r i t  o f th e  tim es

in  a h a rsh  passage w r i t te n  in  1379 s

Of the  s l a in  th e re  were enough t o  fu rn is h  
f o r th  a b a t t l e f i e l d  and a l l  from th o se  th re e  
o la s s e s ,  th e  n eg ro , th e  scalaw ag, and th e  
carpetbagger — a l l  k i l le d  w ith  d e l ib e ra t io n , 
overwhelmed by numbers, roused from slumber 
a t  th e  murk m idn igh t, in  th e  h a l l  o f p ub lic  
assem bly, upon th e  r iv e r - b r in k ,  on the  lo n e ly  
w o o d s-ro ad .••sh o t, s tab b ed , hanged, drowned, 
m u tila ted  beyond d e s c r ip t io n , to r tu re d  beyond 
conception**

Be was only using  p o e tic  l ic e n s e  to  say  what the  ev er-su sp ic lo u s  

h is to r ia n  can now support w ith  a re sp ec tab le  s e t  of s t a t i s t i c s ;  

th a t  th e  South during  R econstruction  was th e  s tag e  fo r  an alm ost 

in c re d ib le  drama o f p i t i l e s s  v io lenoe .

One o f th e  most s i n i s t e r  y e t in te r e s t in g  s tru g g le s  of 

t h i s  tu rb u le n t p e rio d  re s u lte d  from the  o rg an isa tio n  o f Negro mi­

l i t i a  fo rces in  th e  Southern s ta te s*  These fo rces  were c rea ted  

by th e  R adicals in  an a ttem p t to  f i l l  th e  power vacuum th a t  would

Senate Report no* 627, 44 Cong*, 1 a e ss* , p* 66*

3 A lbion W* Tourgee, A Fool«s K rrand, (New fo rk , 1879),
p * 246•
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be c re a te d  by th e  even tual w ithdraw al o f Federal troops when 

th e  s t a te s  had complied w ith  the  cond itions s e t  f o r th  in  th e  

R econstruc tion  A cts , T heir need grew out of th e  s te r n  d ic ta te s  

of p o l i t i c a l  s e l f -p re s e rv a t io n ;  in  the  Radical p lan  fo r  a Re­

p u b lican  South th e se  m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  were assigned  th e  ro le  of 

p e rp e tu a tin g  th e  ex is te n ce  of th e se  xaawly c rea ted  s t a te  gov­

ernm ents, However, the  R adicals knew th a t  as a p re re q u is i te  

to  th e  form ation  of any e f fe c t iv e  fo rc e  o f th e i r  own they  must 

f i r s t  d e s tro y  any e x is t in g  armed co u n te r-fo rces  in  th e  douth . 

C onsequently , th e  p ro v is io n a l m i l i t i a  became th e i r  t a r g e t .  This 

m i l i t i a  had been c re a te d  by th e  p ro v is io n a l governors in  th e  days 

im m ediately a f t e r  Appomattox in  an  e f f o r t  to  combat th e  e v i ls  

which accompanied th e  p a ra ly s is  o f lo c a l government. O pposition 

to  t h i s  m i l i t i a  was fo rm idab le , C arl Schurz, w hile  on h is  

Southern to u r  in  I8 6 0 , te leg raphed  a vigorous p ro te s t  to  Wash­

in g to n  a g a in s t  arming a m i l i t i a .  His view was supported by 

A m erica's forem ost s o ld ie r ,  not y e t tu rned  p o l i t i c i a n ,  who 

argued th a t  i t  would indeed be unwise to  a m  Southern m i l i t i a  

so soon a f t e r  the  w ar,^  Federal commanders s ta tio n e d  in  th e  

South jo in ed  unanimously in  b i t t e r  condemnation of the  scheme.

* W illiam  B, Hess e l  t i n e , G ran t, p o l i t i c i a n ,
(Hew fo rk , 1935), p . 69, C ited  h e re a f te r  As H C sse ltine , G rant,
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Yet in  s p i t e  o f such d is tin g u ish e d  o p p o s itio n , p ro v is io n a l gov­

e rn o rs  were gran ted  perm ission  to  organ ise  t h e i r  m i l i t i a  o s ten ­

s ib ly  to  apprehend c r im in a ls , suppress c rim e , and p ro te c t  th e  

people a g a in s t  “any p o ss ib le  com bination of v ic io u s w hite  man 

w ith  n e g ro es ."

Onoe o rg an ised , th ese  m i l i t i a  fo rce s  pursued a  course  

of a c t io n  which made them extrem ely vu lnerab le  when th e  fiadioal 

a t ta c k  was launched* Membership had been r e s t r i c te d  e x c lu s iv e ly

to  w h ites and was composed p r im a rily  o f e x -re b e l s o ld ie rs  who
6p e rs is te d  in  w earing t h e i r  C onfederate g ray . T heir a c t iv i ty  had 

been fra n k ly  t e r r o r i s t i c ,  aimed d i r e c t ly  a t  Negroes who d i s ­

p layed  a tendency to  a s s e r t  t h e i r  newly granted  independence.
J

Disarming th e  freedmen was ap p a ren tly  considered a  prim ary

d u ty  and one th a t  was f u l f i l l e d  w ith  r o l l s  ha

The m i l i t i a  of th i s  county have se ise d  every 
gun and p i s to l  found in  th e  hands of (so -c a lle d )  
freedmen o f  t h i s  s e c tio n  o f the county . They 
c la im  th a t  the  S ta tu te  Laws of M iss iss ip p i do 
no t recogn ise  th e  negro as having any r i g h t  to  
c a r ry  arms*7

^ 3 . S . Coat, Three Decades of Federal L e g is la t io n , 
(p rov idence , 1383), p .  392.

6 John T. Trowbridge, A P ic tu re  of th e  D esolated S ta te s  
and th e  Work o f R e s to ra tio n , 186b-lffW ," ( la r tF o rd ,  ) ,  p . 40$® 
C ited  h e re a f te r  as' Trowbridge"PoaoTa€ed S ta te s  •

7 L e tte r  da ted  December 2 ,  1365, c i te d  in  H arper’s 
Weekly, January  13 , 1366.
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In  s p i t e  o f freq u en t warnings to  m i l i t i a  commanders n o t to

tak e  th e  law in to  th e i r  cwn hands, freedmen continued to  be

a s sa u lte d  and were o f te n  k i l l e d , sometimes on p r iv a te  accoun t.

These repeated  a c ts  of v io lence  fo rced  many governors to  d ie -
3band o r o therw ise our t a i l  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f t h e i r  m il i t ia *  

These sh o r ts ig h te d  and v ic ious a c t io n s ,  p ro p erly  p u b lic is e d , 

g r e a t ly  a ided  th e  R adicals in  th e i r  campaign to  p o p u la rise  the  

id ea  th a t  th e se  p ro v is io n a l m i l i t i a  fo rces had been organised  

f o r  * the  d i s t in c t  purpose of en fo rc ing  the a u th o r i ty  of th e  

w h ites over th e  b la e k s .

C onsequently , th e  R adicals were ab le  to  a b o lish  th e  

p ro v is io n a l m i l i t i a  w ith  eompar&tive ease* On March 2 ,  1367, 

th e  same day th e  F i r s t  R econstruction  Act was p assed , an  ob­

scu re  r id e r  a ttach ed  to  th e  annual A ppropria tion  Act fo r  th e  

Army ordered th e  disbandment o f a l l  m i l i t i a  fo roes in  th e  

Southern s ta te s ;  and s ta te d  s

th a t  th e  fu r th e r  o rg a n is a tio n , arm ing, o r 
c a l l in g  in to  se rv ic e  of th e  sa id  m i l i t i a  
f o r c e s ,  or any p a r t  th e re o f ,  i s  hereby 
p ro h ib ite d  under any circum stances what­
ever , u n t i l  th e  sans s h a l l  be au th o rised  
by Congress*10

3 Trowbridge, D esolated S ta te s , p* 374*
a

Senate Executive Document no* £ ,  59 Cong., 1 se e s* , 
p # 56.  —

10 Congre*gional Globe, 59 Cong*, 2 se e s* , p .  217
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P re s id e n t Johnson, in  o rder t o  o b ta in  necessary  funds fo r  th e  

arm y, f e l t  compelled to  s ig n  the  b i l l .  Immediately a f t e r  s ig n ­

ing i t ,  however, he forwarded t o  Congress a communication c a l l ­

ing  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  c la u se  p ro h ib itin g  c e r ta in  s ta te s  from

employing th e i r  m i l i t i a  and lodged a  s tro n g  p ro te s t  a g a in s t
11th e  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  of suoh a c t io n .

AS s t a t e  governments were reo rgan ised  under p ro v is io n s  

o f th e  R econstruction  A c ts , th e  h e re to fo re  suspeotod need fo r  

a  p ro te c tiv e  fo ro e  became an urgen t f a c t .  This was t ru e  la rg e ly  

because o f th e  s u l le n  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  p re v a ilin g  number o f 

Southern w h ites who f e l t  t h a t  th ese  governments were based on 

a  c a lc u la te d  p o lic y  of d isfraneh isem ent-cnfranoh isem cnt and 

who considered  them as l i t t l e  more th an  a r t i f i c i a l  c re a tio n s  

imposed from w ith o u t. I t  soon became obvious th a t  the  new ad­

m in is tra tio n s  e x is te d  p re c a r io u s ly  am idst th is  undisguised 

h o s t i l i t y  o f a p o te n t ia l ly  d e s tru c tiv e  lo c a l  o p p o sitio n .

A g ita tio n  fo r  th e  r e s to r a t io n  of m i l i t i a  p r iv ile g e s  

in  th e  Southern s ta te s  grew d i r e c t ly  out of a need to  avoid 

p o l i t i c a l  a n n ih i la t io n  of the Radical s ta te  governments a t  

the  hands o f th i s  enemy w ith in , by e a r ly  1866, the  incoming 

m ail o f con g ress io n a l Radicals contained  many req u ests  fo r

11 James D. R ichardson, ( e d . ) ,  A Com pilation of the  
Messages and Papers o f th e  P re s id e n ts , lT89-1907, (VtfaeHngton, 
T 508)T V Ig p .  472.‘ cTte3T~hereafter as W ohardson , Messages.
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l e g i s l a t io n  a u th o r is in g  th e  form ation  of m i l i t i a  u n its  in

Southern s ta te s*  Two p o in ts  were c o n s is te n t ly  emphasized in

th is  correspondence* f i r s t *  th e  need fo r  p ro te c tio n , and

seco n d ly , th e  need f o r  h aste  in  making th a t  p ro te c tio n  av a ilab le*

In  answer to  these  appeals*  donate B i l l  no* @43 was repo rted  on

Ju ly  2 5 , 1833, p roposing  rep e a l of th e  law which p ro h ib ite d  the
12use o f m i l i t i a  In  th e  s ta te s  *la t e ly  in  reb e llio n * *

The in tro d u c tio n  of t h i s  b i l l  p r e c ip ita te d  an a c r i ­

monies debate* The a n ti-B ad io a l group assumed th e  o ffen siv e  

in  condemning the  p ro p o s itio n  because th ey  f e l t  the  in e v ita b le

consequences would be “co n fu sio n , d is o rd e r ,  re v o lu tio n , an -
*13a re h y , v io le n c e , and bloodshed. P o l i t i c a l  reasons were a s ­

c rib e d  as th e  m o tiva ting  power behind th e  b i l l*  The o r ig in a l 

p ro h ib it io n  was condemned as a  move d e l ib e ra te ly  in tended to  

weaken non-itepubllean governments In  th e  South , and th e  pro­

posed ex tension  o f fo roe to  th e  now-sympathetio regimes was 
14denounced* The b i t t e r e s t  a tta c k  o f a l l  earns from Thomas £* 

Hendricks of Indiana*

12
C ongressional Globe, 40 Cong,, 2 se e s* , p* 4467*

13 Ib id * , 40 Cong,, 3 s e a s , ,  p . 84.
14

Ib id . , p . 84* benator C harles R* Buokalew of 
Pennsylvania was th e  spearhead of th is  a tta c k  on th e  k a d ic a la .



th e  only n e c e s s i ty  in  th e se  sou thern  s ta te s  
fo r  th e  m aintenance of a la rg e  m il i ta ry  
fo rce  r e s u l ts  from the  f a c t  th a t  you have 
attem pted to  rev e rse  th e  American d o c tr in e  
and to  d e c la re  th a t  by fo rce  th e  power of 
the  s t a te s  s h a l l  be p laced  in  th e  hands of 
a m in o r ity , s t r ip p in g  c la s se s  o f the  r ig h t  
t o  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  governm ent, and 
th en  by foroe governing them#AO

Badioal su p p o rte rs  o f th e  b i l l  moved qu ick ly  to  i t s

defense* They in s is te d  t h a t  th e  purpose of th e  m i l i t i a  wets

to  p rese rv e  peace ra th e r  th a n  to  make war* I t  was argued

th a t  law lessness in  th e  Southern s ta te s  was due to  lac k  of

fo rc e  by c i v i l  governments to  q u e ll d is tu rb a n c e s , and Congress

men were to ld *

Unless we b rin g  about a c o n d itio n  of th in g s  
in  which th e re  i s  a power lodged w ith  some­
body to  rep re ss  by fo rce  the  v io lence  th a t  
tak es p lac e  th e re  c o n tin u a l ly , we s h a l l  see  
no end of th e  tro u b le s  o f which we have 
heard so much fo r  th e  l a s t  y e a r* ^

Senator W illiam  P i t t  Fessenden, an a rd en t advocate of th e  mi­

l i t i a  , a s se r te d  t h a t  the  only cure fo r  the  continued outbreaks

in  th e  South was " fo rc e ,  to  be ex erc ised  by men who dare  to  
17e x e rc ise  i t* "  When 3* F. Bice of Arkansas promised th a t  i f  

h is  s t a te  were allow ed a m i l i t i a  th e re  would no longer be any 

need fo r  a  s in g le  Federal s o ld ie r  to  be s ta tio n e d  th e r e ,  he

Ib id * , p* 82. Senator Hendricks was g e n e ra lly  r e ­
cognised as a  le a d e r  in  th e  Democratic opposition*

16
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gained co n sid erab le  support from th o se  becoming in c re a s in g ly  

concerned, w ith  the  na tion*s purse s t r in g s .

From t h i s  verbal encounter , th e  R adicals emerged v ic ­

to r io u s  . E xactly  two years and a day a f t e r  th e  o r ig in a l p ro ­

h ib i t io n  had been enacted  * a law was passed p rov id ing  “th a t  so 

much o f th e  a c t* • .a s  p ro h ib its  th e  o rg a n is a tio n , arm ing, o r c a l l ­

ing  in to  se rv ic e  o f th e  m i l i t i a  fo rces  o f th e  s ta te s  of North

C a ro lin a , South C a ro lin a , F lo r id a , Alabama, L ouisiana and 
«1SArkansas" be rep e a le d . No m ention was made of G eorgia, 

M is s is s ip p i , V irg in ia  o r Texas due to  th e  in s e c u r i ty  of th e  

Badleal p o s i t io n  in  those s t a t e s .  The conserva tive  V irg in ia n s , 

fo r  example, had n o t y e t  accepted th e  proposed c o n s t i tu t io n .

The Texas c o n s t i tu t io n a l  convention had no t completed i t s  t a s k ,  

and th e  s o c ia l  u n re s t o f th e  s t a te  was re f le c te d  in  a f ie r c e  

wave of Ku Flux Klan a c t iv i t y  during 1866* M lss iss ipp ians had 

re je c te d  o u tr ig h t  t h e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f 1868 whloh had been 

drawn up by th e  h ig h ly  p u b lic ise d  “Black and Tan Convention*, 

and Georgia was in  n a tio n a l d is fa v o r  fo r  her in teroperate a c tio n  

in  having a r b i t r a r i l y  unseated many o f th e  Negro le g i s la to r s  

which the  c o s t ly  machinery o f th e  Roc onustruction Acts had so 

la b o r io u s ly  a ided  in  e le c t in g ,  Not u n t i l  Ju ly  15 , 1870, when

I b l 4 . ,  p .  326.
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th ese  fo u r  r e c a lc i t r a n t  s ta te s  appeared to  be s a fe ly  in  the
19Badioal f o ld ,  were th ey  a u th o rise d  to  f o m  a  m i l i t i a .

A cting on th e  le g a l  b a s is  so p ro v id ed , s t a t e  govern­

ments organ ised  and armed t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  m il i t ia s *  As the 

read er w i l l  d i s c o v e r t h i s  m i l i t i a  was th e n  launched on a 

cu rious c a re e r  which included g u e r i l la  cam paigns, naval en­

gagem ents, in te rn a t io n a l  d ip lom atic  co m p lica tio n s , and even 

f u l l  s c a le  p itch ed  b a t t l e s  complete w ith  a r t i l l e r y ,  c a v a lry , 

and deployment of troops*

Before e n te r in g  in to  th e  a c tu a l  s to ry  of th e  Negro 

m i l i t i a  movement, however, th e re  a re  th re e  fundam ental fa c ts  

which must be emphasised in  o rder to  p lace  th e  su b je c t  in  i t s  

p roper p e rsp ec tiv e*  In  the  f i r s t  p la c e , th e  m i l i t i a  was no t 

th e  only in strum en t used by the  R adicals in  th e  South; second ly , 

m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  were n o t a c tiv e  in  a l l  Southern s t a t e s ;  and 

t h i r d l y ,  th ese  u n its  were n o t made up ex c lu siv e ly  o f Negro 

tro o p s •

I t  i s  im perative  th a t  one understand th a t  th e se  m il i ­

t i a  fo rces  were only  one of se v e ra l instrum ents used by the  

Radicals in  th e  advancement o f t h e i r  Southern program* Two

19 Ib id *, 41 Cong*, 2 s e a s . ,  p . 758. By th is  d a te ,  the  
u ltra -R a d ic a l I&baund J .  Davis was firm ly  in  the  saddle in  Texas* 
M iss is s ip p i had accepted  a rev ised  c o n s t i tu t io n  and th e  ab le  sc a ­
law ag, James L* A lco rn , had been e le c te d  governor* V irg in ia  had 
accepted  a  compromise c o n s t i tu t io n ,  and Georgia had been brought 
to  hee l by th e  purges of General A lfred  H* Terry*
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o th e rs  were employed which fu rn is h  in te r e s t in g  p a r a l le l s  fo r  th e  

m i l i t i a ,  th ey  were th e  Freedmen*s Bureau and th e  Union League 

or Loyal League* I t  i s  no t my purpose here to  d isc u ss  th e  motives 

or an a ly se  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of th ese  agencies* I t  i s  unquestion­

a b ly  t ru e  th a t  th e  Bureau rendered a  genuine se rv ic e  to  the

freedmen and th a t  th e  Loyal Leagues which mushroomed over the

South fu rn ish ed  him a  p o l i t i c a l  in d o c tr in a tio n  which he otherw ise

would not have re c e iv e d . I t  i s  a ls o  unquestionably  t ru e  th a t  

th ese  two agencies shared  w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  the  im placable hos- 

t i l i t y  of th e  Southern c o n se rv a tiv e s , th e  deep-rooted  convic­

t io n s  o f many Southerners were fa c e tio u s ly *  y e t  a c c u ra te ly  

expressed  in  th e  fo llow ing  anecdotes

I  hope I  may be pardoned fo r  a llu d in g  to
a e a r ie a tu re  I  once saw. I t  was a p ic tu re
o f an old lady  f lo u r is h in g  a broom stick over
th e  head o f her husband w ith  a Begro in  the
background hold ing  a dog by the  neck and 
f lo u r is h in g  an u p lif te d  la s h ,  w ith  these  
words is su in g  from the  l ip s  of th e  darkey*

Missus whips Massa* Mass a  l ic k s  me* 
and so you in fe rn a l  dog* I  g ib  you 
do d e b b ll .

Congress basks the  Freedmen*a Bureau* the  
Bureau backs th e  darkey* and th e  Hegro gives 
th e  w h ite  man th e  d e v i l • ^

The Union League was more in te n se ly  d is l ik e d  than  the

20 I b id .* 59 Cong.* 2 s e s s ,*  p . 62, Speech de liv ered  
in  th e  House o f itep resen ta tiv es  by A, H. Ward of Kentucky, 
January 19* 1867.
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Freedmen* s Bureau. I t s  c la n d es tin e  m eetings and m ysterious 

i n i t i a t i o n  r i t e s ,  shrouded In  se c re c y , led  to  th e  w ild e s t  specu­

l a t i o n  and gave r i s e  t o  a l l  s o r ts  of groundless fe a rs  on th e  p a r t  

o f th e  w h ite s . When a d isappo in ted  tfegro Republican w rote in  

1877 th e  fo llow ing  exaggerated account of a League m eeting , he 

on ly  confirm ed th e  lo n g -stan d in g  and in accu ra te  su sp ic ions o f 

many Southern w h ites t

I t  was in  th ese  s e c re t  m eetings th a t  the  
fabulous t a l e s  o f f o r ty  ac res  and a mule 
o r ig in a te d , and c o n fis c a tio n  ideas made some 
o f th e  lead ing  su b je c ts  fo r  d isc u ss io n .
Lands were apportioned  by im ag in a tio n , and 
f in e  re b e l mansions se ise d  by hope. G entle­
men o f A frican  descen t saw them selves r e a r -  
backed w ith  a l l  th e  pomp and d ig n ity  of 
p rin ces  in  th e i r  o ld  m as te rs ' c a r r i a g e s , .« 
c i v i l  r ig h ts  b i l l s  were to  be passed by 
C ongress, th a t  would a llow  them to  occupy f ro n t  
s e a ts  in  w hite  ch u rch es , s i t  a t  th e  same ta b le  
w ith  th e i r  former m a s te rs , and be respec ted  
w ith  a l l  th e  modern c i v i l i t i e s  in  th e i r  p a rlo rs  
and drawing rooms . ^

Both the  Freedman's Bureau and Union League were s im ila r  to  th e

m i l i t i a  in  t h a t  they  exacerbated  th e  a lre ad y  s tra in e d  fe e lin g s

which e x is te d  and were d i r e c t ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  much of the

v io lence  th a t  occurred du ring  th e  p e rio d .

I t  i s  a lso  necessary  fo r  th e  reader to  understand th a t  

m i l i t i a  fo rce s  were no t c rea ted  and employed in  a l l  Southern

21 John T. S hu ften , A Colored Man's im p osition  of th e  
Acts and Doings of th e  i&publTcan P a rty  South , (J a c k s o n v il le , 
l 8 7 7 ) 7 7 . T r  C ited  h e re a f te r  as S hu ften , E xposition .



s ta te s  w ith  uniform ity* S ta id  old V irg in ia , f o r  ©xample, never 

o rgan ised  a  Negro m il i t ia *  Her p o l i t i c i a n s , n o tin g  through a 

commit te e  o f nine* worked out a compromise w ith  the  Bad ic a ls  

in  W ashington concerning th e  C o n s titu tio n  of 1868 which solved 

most o f th e  p re s s in g  p o l i t i c a l  problem s• The G ilb e r t  C* Walker 

a d m in is tra t io n , e le c te d  in  J u ly ,  1869, was the  r e s u l t  of a 

fu s io n  o f Democrats and C onservative Republicans* Since th e re  

was no t r u ly  Radical government in  V irg in ia , no p ro te c tiv e  mi­

l i t i a  fo rce  was necessary*

More su rp r is in g  was th e  f a o t  th a t  th e  u su a lly  o b s tre -  

preous s t a t e  o f Georgia had no re g u la r ly  organised m i l i t i a  

fo ro e s ,  e ith e r*  Several fa c to rs  must be considered  in  o rder 

to  e x p la in  t h i s  long s te p  out o f charac ter*  In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , 

th e  co n serv a tiv e  elem ent was always f a i r l y  w ell rep resen ted  in  

Georgia a f f a i r s ,  even during  th e  Bullock ad m in istra tio n *  Then 

to o ,  th e  powerful personal in fluence  o f ex-governor Joseph E* 

Brown, appea ling  f o r  m oderation , was a  p o ten t fo rc e  on th e  lo c a l  

scen e . More im portant th an  anything e l s e ,  perhaps, was the  

f a o t  t h a t  th e  Democrats, throughout the  e n t i r e  p e r io d , main­

ta in ed  th e i r  hold on th e  county o f f ic e s , thereby  p reven ting  the  

development of conspicuously  su ccessfu l Radical government in
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th » s t a t e  * ^

In  Alabama, Governor W illiam  H. Sm ith, who held  o f f ic e  

as an appo in tee  o f General George Gordon Meade, had e la b o ra te  

paper p lan s f o r  a  m i l i t i a  sy stem , b a t  c o n s la te n tly  re fu sed  to  

arm any troops*  At th e  h e ig h t o f Ku Klux Xian depredations 

in  t h a t  s t a t e ,  he th rea te n ed  to  o a l l  ou t Negro troops to  sup­

p re ss  th e  d is o rd e r s ,  b u t no suoh o rder was ever is su e d , Three 

y ears  l a t e r ,  h is  successo r ordered  th e  A dju tan t General n o t 

to  e n ro l l  Negro m i l i t i a  even in  th e  face  o f a  determ ined White 

League movement aimed a t  th e  even tual d e s tru c tio n  o f h is  regime* 

However,  when Alabama Republicans s p l i t  in  1874, th e  "b o lte rs*  

organised  squads o f Negro troops* Although they  were known 

as "N ational Guards*, th e y  were n o t genuine s t a t e  m il i t ia *

The s i tu a t io n  in  F lo rid a  was q u ite  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  

in  Alabama, A fte r th e  Inaugura tion  of H arrison  Reed in  June , 

1888, eo lo red  tro o p s  were organised  and armed* But in  s p i te  

o f th e  numerous outbreaks o f v io lence  whieh marked h is  admin­

i s t r a t i o n ,  he s te a d fa s t ly  re fu sed  to  use h is  m i l i t i a  fo r  fe a r  

o f s t a r t in g  a  race  war* As a  general r u le ,  Reed was s a t i s f ie d

22
M ildred Thompson, R econstruetion  In G eorgia, (New 

Tork, 1915), p* 585*
23

W alter L* Flem ing, C iv il War and R econstruction  In  
Alabama, (New fo rk , 1905), p . iW l  ......
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to  a l l a r  F edera l tro o p s to  s e t t l e  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  which a ro se  

in  F lo r id a ,

In  th e  re m ittin g  s ta te s  , Negro troops were orgainsed  

and a c tu a l ly  employed in  varying degrees* In  T ennessee, w ith  

i t s  own p e c u lia r  R econstruct Ion h is to r y ,  tro o p s  were organised 

by Governor W illiam  6* Brownlow e a r ly  in  1867* His m i l i t i a  d id  

n o t a c tu a l ly  f ig h t  any p itched  b a t t l e s  but were employed p r i ­

m arily  in  p o l i t i c a l  assignm en ts, where th ey  proved them selves 

to  be more annoying th a n  overpowering* They were m ustered in  

on se v e ra l occasions as an tl-K u  Klux Klan fo rce s  but were 

never r e a l ly  e f f e c t iv e  on a  s ta te -w id e  basis*

Arkansas was one o f th e  most a c t iv e  o f th e  Southern 

s t a te s  in  the  NCgro m i l i t i a  movement* Negro troops were o r­

gan ised  and armed fo llow ing  the  in au g u ra tio n  of Powell C layton 

in  J u ly ,  1868* The f i r s t  g re a t wave o f m i l i t i a  a c t i v i t y  came 

during  l a t e  1866 and e a r ly  1869, when C layton proclaim ed 

m a r tia l  law . For fo u r months h is  troops marched and co u n te r­

marched over th e  s ta te *  The second wave occurred during  A pril 

and May o f 1874 when th e  fo rc e s  o f r iv a l  c la im ants f o r  the  

governorship fought a  f a i r - s iz e d  war f o r  possession  of th e  

s t a te  government*

The Negro m i l i t i a  in  Texas were the  product of



u

Governor Edmund J .  Da v ia « This o f f i c i a l  used h is  troops f r e e ly  

d u ring  th e  s t a t e  e le o tio n  of 1871 , and a ls o  to  en force  a  de­

c la r a t io n  o f m a r tia l  law in  se v e ra l coun ties d u rin g  t h i s  same 

p e rio d . When Davis was de fea ted  by Judge Rio hard Coke in  

December, 1873, th e re  ensued a  s tru g g le  between C oke's suppor­

te r s  and Davis* Negro tro o p s f o r  p o ssess io n  of th e  s ta te  house 

in  A u s tin .

In  confused and confusing  L o u is ia n a , Negro troops 

were f i r s t  o rganised  by Governor Henry C. Warmoth in  Ju n e ,

1870, and p laced  under the  command o f L ee 's  renowned ex-war 

h o rse . General James Longs t  roe t .  From th a t  tim e u n t i l  th e  

f i n a l  Paokard-N ioholls s tru g g le  ending in  1877, th e  troops 

were used on various occasio n s. In  1872, when the  C a r te r -  

Warmoth feud s p l i t  th e  p a r ty  in  L o u is ia n a , th e  m i l i t i a  was 

o a lle d  out to  p ro te c t  Republicans from o th er R epublicans.

They were used ag a in  in  1873, during  th e  Kellogg-MeEnery con­

t e s t  and in  Geptember, 1874, they  fough t a  p itch ed  b a t t l e  in  

th e  b a rricad ed  s t r e e t s  o f New Orleans a g a in s t th e  White League.

In  M is s is s ip p i , the  m i l i t i a  Issue remained q u iescen t 

during  th e  e a r ly  years  o f Radical r u le .  Following th e  in ­

au g u ra tio n  of James L. A lcorn in  1870, m i l i t i a  u n its  were 

organised in  a  d e su lto ry  manner. A lcorn never r e a l ly  ap­

peared t o  shake o f f  enough of h is  ing ra ined  conservatism  to
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become a  fu l l- f le d g e d  Bad le a l  and when he resigned  th e  governor­

sh ip  in  th e  fo llow ing  year to  go to  th e  S en a te , no Negro troops 

had a c tu a l ly  te e n  used In  M iss issipp i*  However, a f t e r  th e  

Bepublioan fa c t io n  headed by A dalbert Ames won out in  the  

s tru g g le  fo r  p a r ty  le a d e rs h ip , th e  tempo o f v io lence  Increased  

throughout th e  s t a t e .  During 1674 and 1876, r i o t  follow ed r i o t .  

F in a l ly ,  in  th e  h a rsh  a f t e r - l i g h t  o f th e  C lin to n  s la u g h te r ,

Ames decided t o  p lace  h is  m i l i t i a  on a  war fo o tin g  and a period  

o f f e v e r is h  p rep a ra tio n s  fo llow ed . A c r i s i s  was avoided by 

th e  n e g o tia tio n  of a  compromise In  m id-O ctober, 1878, when th e  

s o -c a lle d  •peace Agreement11 was signed in  Jacks on by th e  b e l­

l ig e r e n t s .

North C aro lina  su ffe red  only  one spasm of v io lence  

connected w ith  th e  m i l i t i a .  W. W. Holden, e le c te d  governor in  

1866, f i r s t  c a l le d  h is  troops up to  cope w ith  Ku Klux Alan 

d is tu rb a n c e s , in  Ju n e , 1870, he placed h is  tro o p s under com­

mand o f George V. K irk , an ex -co lonel o f U. S . Volunteers and 

a n a tiv e  o f  T ennessee, and fo r  a  pe riod  of s ix  months th e  

s t a t e  was involved in  e i t h e r  th e  p h y sica l or le g a l phase of 

f ig h tin g  what has gone down in  th e  h is to ry  books as th e  Kirfc- 

Holdem War.

South C aro lina  challenged Arkansas as th e  most a c tiv e
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of th e  Southern s ta te s  in  the  Negro m i l i t i a  movement* Robert 

K. S c o t t ,  f i r s t  o f th e  Radical South C aro lin a  governo rs , armed 

th e  Negro troops j u s t  p r io r  to  th e  c o n te s t which re s u l te d  in  

h is  r e - e le c t io n  in  1870. For se v e ra l years th e r e a f t e r ,  Klan and 

m i l i t i a  engaged in  a  bloody vendetta  w hich ended on ly  when 

P re s id e n t Grant p laced  n ine  co u n ties  o f th e  s t a te  under m a rtia l 

le v  and s e n t  United S ta te s  tro o p s to  en fo rce  h is p roclm ation . 

F ra n k lin  J .  Moses, J r . ,  who succeeded S co tt in  o f f i c e ,  continued 

th e  p o lic y  o f h is  p redecesso r r e la t iv e  to  th e  use o f Negro 

t ro o p s ,  a s  d id  h is  successo r D aniel H* Chamberlain w ith  only 

minor v a r ia tio n s  • The v ictim s o f th e  m assacre a t  Hamburg were 

aas& ers o f a  eo lo red  m i l i t i a  company and le s s e r  c o n f l ic ts  claim ed 

th e  l iv e s  o f many more u n t i l  th e  access io n  of Wade Hampton in  

1877.

The th i r d  f a c t  whioh should be understood about what 

i s  c a l le d  th e  Negro m i l i t i a  is  t h a t  i t  was not a ll-N eg ro  in  

com position . W hites, in  varying numbers, belonged to  these  

m i l i t i a  u n its  in  every  s t a t e .  Although th e  troops were over­

whelmingly Negro in  A rkansas, South C a ro lin a , M is s is s ip p i, 

and Texas, th e re  was a n o tic ea b le  m ixture of b lack  and w hite 

in  th e  form ations in  T ennessee, L o u is ia n a , and North C a ro lin a .

In  s p i te  o f t h i s  b len d in g , th e  m i l i t i a  was n ev e rth e less  con­

s id e red  a  “Negro M ilitia*1, in  keeping w ith  the  long -stand ing
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Southern in d iffe re n c e  to  lo g ic  when considering  questions in ­

volv ing  r a c ia l  im p lic a tio n s . As in  h e re d ity , so in  th e  m i l i t i a ,  

& touch  of Hegro was s u f f i c i e n t  to  brand i t  as a ll-& egro  in  

th e  eyes o f a  m a jo r ity  o f Southern w hites* the  f e e l in g  of 

resen tm ent generated  by p lac in g  any armed Megro in  a  p lace  o f 

a u th o r i ty  over w hite  men goes a  long way in  ex p la in in g  th e  

v io le n t  re a c t io n  which in e v ita b ly  accompanied m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t ie s *  

As th e  rea d e r w i l l  soon d is c o v e r , the  m i l i t i a  e x p e ri­

ment ended in  dism al f a i l u r e , in so fa r  as i t s  purpose was th e  

p e rp e tu a tio n  of Radical s t a t e  governments* By 1877, i t  was 

obvious th a t  th e  l a s t  o f th e se  governments were doomed and 

t h a t  th e  m i l i t i a  fo rce s  had e i th e r  been disbanded* destroyed* 

or rendered  m i l i t a r i l y  in e ffe c tiv e *  Such f a i lu re s *  however* 

a re  f re q u e n tly  as in s t ru c t iv e  to  the  h is to r ia n  as th o se  more 

fo r tu n a te  movements which a re  rewarded w ith  su c c e s s , f o r  they* 

to e*  a re  in e x tr ic a b ly  woven in to  th e  h i s to r ic a l  f a b r ic  of th e  

period* T e t, even i f  t h i s  were no t tru e*  the  s to ry  of the 

Begro m i l i t i a  movement* i n t r i c a t e  in  design  and c o lo rfu l in  ex­

ecution* would s t i l l  be w orth te l l in g *
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Qaoe th e  le g a l  groundwork had boon prepared  by C ongress, 

lo c a l  R a d ic a ls* re a c t in g  to  th e  in c reas in g  p ressu re  o f C onservative 

opposition*  sp e ed ily  assumed th e  o ffen s iv e  in  o rg an is in g  s ta te  

m i l i t i a  fereea*  Although the  procedure d if fe re d  in  d e ta i l  from 

s t a t e  to  s ta te *  the  o rg a n isa tio n a l technique which was employed 

follow ed a  f a i r l y  d e f in i te  p a tte rn *  F i r s t  th e re  came a  period  

o f c a re fu l  c u l t iv a t io n  o f a  fav o rab le  c lim ate  of p u b lic  op in ion . 

T his was follow ed by w ell-tim ed  g u b e rn a to ria l appeals to  s t a te  

le g i s la tu r e s  which led  d i r e c t ly  to  passage o f m i l i t i a  laws*

In  order to  ga in  p u b lic  support fo r  c re a t io n  o f th e  

m i l i t i a *  a  campaign was inaugurated  to  emphasise th e  despera te  

need f o r  such  a  fo rce*  Incumbent Radical governors were voluble 

spokesmen in  sup p o rt o f th e  plan* Time and again  they  c rie d  out 

a g a in s t  th e  look o f any re a l  fo rce  w ith  which to  q u e ll d is tu rb ­

ances * w hile co n tin u in g  to  p o in t ou t th e  extrem ely v io le n t 

n a tu re  o f th e i r  opposition* R* K* S co tt*  speaking in  th e  

D i s t r i c t  o f Columbia j u s t  p r io r  to  the  s t a t e  e le c tio n  of 1870* 

informed h is  audience t h a t  th e  only law South C aro lin ian s r e a l ly  

understood was **the W inchester rifle***1 parson Brownlovtr, w hile

Henry T* Thompson* Ousting th e  Carpetbagger from 
South C a ro lin a * (Columbia* 192?) * p . 417“

20
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stu n n in g  Tennessee in  b e h a lf  o f h is  own cand idacy , p leaded

w ith  th e  voders t o  a ls o  "send up a l e g i s la tu r e  to  reo rg an ise

th e  m i l i t i a , "  and prom ised to  p u t an end to  th e  v io lence  sweep-
2ing over th e  s t a t e  i f  h is  p le a  were granted*

p ro p e rly  p u b lic ise d  re p o r ts  of l e g i s l a t iv e  in v e s t i ­

g a tin g  com m ittees, em phasising the  g en era l law lessness of the  

p e r io d , a ls o  a ided  in  c re a tin g  sen tim ent favo rab le  to  o rg an i­

s a t io n  o f m il i t ia *  In  Texas, f o r  exam ple, th e  Keport of th e  

Committee on Lawlessness p resen ted  s t a t i s t i c s  on deaths by 

v io lence  in  th e  period  from th e  c lo se  of th e  war to  dune, 1368* 

a lth o u g h  th e  f ig u re s  showed 009 w hites had been k i l le d  as op­

posed to  486 freedm en, i t  was a s se r te d  th a t  over n in e ty  per 

c e n t o f th e  t o t a l  number of k i l l in g s  had been committed by

w h ite s , w hile  l i t t l e  more th an  one p er c en t of the  deaths r e ­
'ss u i te d  from a tta c k s  by froadmen on w h ite s . A s im ila r  com­

m itte e  o f th e  L ouisiana l e g i s l a tu r e ,  in v e s tig a tin g  fraud  and 

v io lence in  t h a t  s t a t e  during  th e  p re s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  of 

1868, c lo sed  i t s  re p o r t  w ith  th e  suggestion  th a t  “ i t  might be

2 James W. P a t to n , Unionism and ^ c o n s tru c t io n  In 
T ennessee, 1860-1869, ( G h a p « r H £ lT r iO T ) ~ r  W ; 'H V in g ~  
ifcs'kvi'lie D aily  Times, January 16, 1866. C ited h e re a f te r  as 
P a t to n , iteeonstruetiQ n In  Tennessee*

8
This re p o r t  was published  in  th e  Journal of the  

Convention of 1868 and i s  c i te d  in  C harles W1. ikms’deTT, Be- 
oonatruotTon In  Texas, (Hew York, 1910), p* 219. C ited  
h e re a f te r  as Items d e l l , Texas.
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w e ll t o  in q u ire  whether a sm all body o f counted m i l i t i a ,  which 

can be moved t o  any p a r t  o f th e  s t a t e  where i t  i s  needed , upon 

s h o r t  n o t ic e ,  should n o t a t  once be organised

At the  sane tim e , the  governors passed up no oppor­

tu n i ty  t o  d e sc rib e  th e  woeful c o n d itio n s  under which they  

were fo rced  t o  o p e ra te . Governor D av is, of T exas, spoke fo r  

a l l  h ie  co m rad es-in -o ffice  when he complained th a t  " th e  s ta te  

government i s  w ithou t any m i l i t i a  o r p o lic e  whatever.*1® 

Brownie*, in  d e sc rib in g  cond itions in  Tennessee, lamented th e  

f a c t  th a t  " th e  s t a t e  arms were c a r r ie d  in to  th e  re b e l l io n  

th rough  th e  in flu en ce  o f th e  bad men in  a u th o r i ty  fo u r years 

ag o , and throughout th e  le n g th  and b read th  of th e  s t a t e ,  she 

has n o t anas enough to  arm a  c a p ta in 's  company.

C onsiderable p u b lic  support was generated fo r  the  

m i l i t i a  movement as a  r e s u l t  of th ese  p u b lic  u tte ran ces*

When the  lo c a l  p o l i t i c a l  barom eter in d ic a te d  th e  p ro p itio u s  

moment, governors th en  issu ed  o f f i c i a l  appeals to  t h e i r  respec­

t iv e  l e g i s l a tu r e s .  C itin g  the  obvious im perfectiona of th e

4
Beport o f the  J o in t  Committee of th e  L ouisiana 

L e g is la tu re  6n th e  E le c tio n  of TjftWjT "p'*'n"KXXix, """
g

Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 109. 40 Cong,, 
Z 0e08i , p . W.""" '

6 Ac^s S ta te  of Tennessee, 166b, p . 6 .
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e x is t in g  s i tu a t io n *  they  urged immediate and e f f e c t iv e  amend­

ment to  i t *  Yet they couched th e i r  appeals in  very cau tious 

language and gave repea ted  assu rances th a t  i f  g ranted  a m i l i ­

t i a  th e y  would c a l l  i t  out on ly  in  eases of general re s is ta n c e  

to  th e  law s. And a lthough  th e  d e s ire d  r e s u l t  was uniform 

th roughou t th e  Southern s ta te s *  g u b e rn a to ria l req u ests  were 

d i f f e r e n t  in  nature*  Where th e  Texas l e g is la tu r e  was urged to  

look  in to  " th e  q u estio n  o f making some p ro v is io n  fo r  th e  tem - 

p o ra ry  estab lish m en t o f m a r tia l  law ," Governor C layton of 

Arkansas demanded th a t  th e  le g is la tu r e *  in  the  in te r e s ts  of

p u b lle  sa fe ty *  "proceed a t  once to  provide fo r  an e f f i c ie n t
0and w e ll d is c ip l in e d  m ilitia**1 Governor Holden* in  h is  mes­

sage to  th e  Worth C aro lina  lawmakers * v i r tu a l ly  pleaded w ith  

them to  en ac t laws which would enable him " to  suppress v io - 

len ee  and d iso rd e r  ** and p io u s ly  added th a t  such a c t io n  would 

allow  h is  a d m in is tra tio n  to  appear equipped w ith  bo th  " the

7
H ilary  A* H erbert * ( e d . )* Why th e  S o lid  South* 

(B a ltim ore , 1890), p* 571. C ited h e re a f te r  as H erbert * S o lid  
South*

6 Powell C lay ton , The A fterm ath of th e  C iv il War In  
A rkansas, (Hew York, 1915), p . 41 . C ited  h e re a f te r  as C lay ton , 
A fterm ath .

* W illiam  W. Holden* Memoirs * (Durham, 1911), p . 121. 
C ited  h e re a f te r  as Holden, Memoirs * r ''
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o liv e  branch and the  •word***® parson  Brownlow c h a r a c te r i s t i c a l ly  

promised th a t  i f  given a  m i l i t i a  f o rc e ,  he would b rin g  peace to  

Tennessee i f  he had * to  shoot and hang every man concerned*w li 

On th e  b a s is  o f these  a p p e a ls , s t a t e  le g i s la to r s  s e t  

about th e  ta s k  o f d r a f t in g  and en ac tin g  m i l i t i a  law s. When com­

p le te d ,  th ese  laws au th o rise d  c re a t io n  o f m il i ta ry  fo rce s  p a t ­

te rn e d  la rg e ly  a f t e r  th e  Uhited S ta te s  Army and w ere , in  the 

m ain, su b je c t t o  r u le s  q u ite  s im ila r  to  th e  A r t ic le s  of War* 

Although vary ing  in  d e t a i l ,  th ese  laws fundam entally  had much 

m  common. In  g e n e ra l , th e y  provided fo r  a  fo rc e  made up of 

two components, th e  S ta te  Guard and a  Bsserve M ilit ia *  The 

re g u la r  or a c tiv e  du ty  personnel belonged to  th e  Guard, w hile 

th e  Bsserve M i l i t i a  fu rn ish ed  a  re s e rv o ir  o f manpower f o r  nec­

e ssa ry  m ob ilisa tio n *  The number o f troops allowed v a r ie d , of

co u rse . Some s t a t e s ,  ( e . g . ,  Worth C aro lina) were q u ite  s p e c if ic
12as t o  th e  maximum number which could be e n ro l le d , w hile  

o th ers  l e f t  th e  d e c is io n  e n t i r e ly  to  the  d is c re t io n  o f th e

10
James 0 . do &* Ham ilton, R econstruction  In  Bo r th  

C a ro lin a , (Hew York, 1914), p . 401. C iied  h e re a f te r  as~~Hfl.milto n , 
Horth C a ro lin a .

^  P a tto n , B eeonstruetion  In Tennessee, p . 86 , c i t in g  
N ash v ille  D ally  Times , January 16, Hf65*

12
The m i l i t i a  b i l l  passed in  North C aro lina  in  1868 

p ro h ib ite d  th e  enro llm ent o f more th an  s ix  thousand men* See 
H am ilton, North C a ro lin a , p .  358.
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g o v e rn o r .^  E lig ib le  age groups a ls o  v a r ie d , b u t th e  average 

se em  to  h aw  been between e ig h teen  and f o r ty - f iv e  years* The 

governor was e x -o f f io io  command©r-in-ohief o f th e  s t a te  f o r c e s , 

w ith  e x p l i c i t  power to  c a l l  ou t th e  MX i t  la  whenever in  h is  

o p in ion  circum stances m ight w arran t such action*  Be was fu r th e r  

empowered to  a sse ss  and eoXXeet tax es from troublesom e co u n ties  

in  o rd er to  d e fra y  e e e ts  of m i l i t i a  opera tio n s th e re in *  Bis 

p e rso n a l g r ip  on th e  m i l i t i a  was v i r tu a l ly  assured  by p lac ing  

in  h is  hands com plete c o n tro l over th e  s e le c t io n  of o ff ic e rs*  

Exemption c la u s e s ,  under which le s s  b e l l ig e r e n t  members of 

th e  community m ight avoid  m il i ta ry  se rv ic e  in  re tu rn  fo r  pay­

ment o f an  annual ta x  to  th e  m il i ta ry  fu n d , were f re q u e n tly  

included  in  th e  m i l i t i a  laws* The ta x  ranged from as l i t t l e

as two d o l la r s  in  B erth  C aro lina  to  a  muoh h igher f ig u re  in  
14o th e r  s ta te s *  B erth  C aro lina  a ls o  provided an exemption

13 The wording of th e  South C aro lina m i l i t i a  law 
passed in  1368 a u th o rised  th e  governor to  "employ as many 
persons as he may deem necessary  and proper fo r  th e  suppres­
s io n  o f in s u r r e c t io n ,  r e b e l l io n ,  or re s is ta n c e  to  th e  laws*"
See James 3• Reynolds, R econstruction  In South C a ro lin a , 
(Columbia, 1903), p* 114* C ited h e re a f te r  as Reynolds, South 
C a ro lin a*

14
For f ig u re s  on North C a ro lin a , bee Ham ilton, North 

C a ro lin a , p . 358* In  A rkansas, the  annual ta x  was f iv e  d o lla rs*  
Thomas 8* S ta p le s ,  R econstruc tion  Xn A rkansas, (Hew fo rk , 1923), 
p . 289* C ited  h e re a f te r  as S ta p le s , Arkansas'*



26

from se rv ic e  f o r  anyone who was excused by w r i t te n  a u th o r i ty  

o f a  com petent p h y s ic ia n .15 Only two s t a t e s , however, seem 

to  have been possessed  o f th e  n ecessa ry  p ie ty  to  recogn ise  th a t  

some few a m b e rs  o f  t h e i r  s o c ie ty  rendered th in g s o th er than  

to  Caesar* Any N orth C a ro lin ian  imbued w ith  peace-lov ing  *r e ­

l ig io u s  sc ru p les*  was c o n s t i tu t io n a l ly  excused from perform ing 

m i l i t i a  d u ty ,16 and p ro fessed  consc ien tio u s o b jec to rs  in  Arkan­

sa s  were exeluded from in v o lu n ta ry  se rv ic e  by a  s p e c if ic  c lau se  

w r i t te n  in to  th e  law*17

S evera l o f th e  laws contained  p ro v is io n s  w hich , a l ­

though p e c u lia r  t o  th e  s t a t e  concerned , throw a d d it io n a l  l i g h t  

on th e  m i l i t i a  as I t  was e v en tu a lly  organised* In  M is s is s ip p i , 

fo r  in s ta n c e , m ilitiam en  were immune from a r r e s t  during  a t t e n ­

dance a t  o r w hile  going to  and from m u sters . A c lause  in  th e

North C aro lina  law c a lle d  fo r  se p a ra tio n  of th e  races in to
19d i f f e r e n t  companies. The South C aro lina  law contained  two

IS Ham ilton, Horth C a ro lin a , p . 366.
IS S p e c if ic a l ly  s ta te d  in  th e  C o n s titu tio n  of Horth 

C aro lin a  drawn up in  1668.
17 S ec tio n  I ,  A r t ic le  X I, of th e  Arkansas C o n stitu ­

t io n  of 1888*
18 Jou rna l of th e  proceedings In  the  C o n s titu tio n a l 

C onvention of th e  jjta te  o f  MTeVi's's ippT ,"T868 , p . 641. This 
p ro v is io n  was included in  S ec tion  V III , ArETcle IX, o f the  
C o n s titu tio n  o f 1868.

19
Ham ilton, Horth C a ro lin a , p . 359.



p e c u lia r  p ro v is io n s* The f i r s t ,  r e f le c t in g  a sound in s ig h t

In to  the  m il i ta ry  im portance of t ra n s p o r t  and communication,

au th o rized  th e  governor to  ta k e  p*.. os ess ion  of te le g ra p h  and
20r a i l ro a d s  in  tim es of emergency* A second p ro v is io n  imposed 

b o th  f in e  and imprisonment as p e n a lty  a g a in s t  bodies o ther 

th an  th e  m i l i t i a  f o r  o rg a n is in g , d r i l l i n g ,  or parad ing  anywhere
g i

in  th e  s ta te *

A cting on th e  le g a l  b a s is  of th e se  law s, Radical gov­

e rn o rs  began o rgan is ing  th e i r  m i l i t i a  fo rces  and a lthough  en­

ro llm en t was le g a l ly  open to  bo th  rac e s  , i t  soon became apparent 

t h a t  a m a jo rity  o f v o lun teers  were Negroes. This should not have 

been su rp ris in g *  Many w hites were o f f i c i a l l y  d iscouraged from 

jo in in g  up because o f  j u s t i f i a b le  Radical su sp ic io n s concerning 

t h e i r  in te n t*  On th e  o th er hand, the  Negro had ample reason  

to  be devoted to  th e  Republican cause*

The C onservatives made a  d e lib e ra te  a ttem pt to  o r­

gan ize  and re c e iv e  arms under p ro v is io n s o f th e  m i l i t i a  law s.

This i n f i l t r a t i o n  was encouraged by th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s ,  

who could fo re se e  th e  r e a l  advantage in h e re n t in  having th e i r

20 Reynolds, South C a ro lin a , p . 115*
2 1 ____
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22p e rso n a l su p p o rte rs  armed a t  th e  expense of th e  S ta te .  th i s

a ttem pted  w o lf- in -sh e e p 1s -c lo th in g  maneuver was f o i l e d ,  however.

O pposition  to  th e  in c lu s io n  o f C onservatives in  th e  m i l i t i a  was

spearheaded by lo y a l troops a lre a d y  m ustered in .  Governor

Holden was warned a g a in s t  the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of C onservatives

g a in in g  c o n tro l of the  m i l i t i a  by being  the f i r s t  to  o ffe r  th e i r

se rv ic e s  *uader th e  pretenoe th a t  th ey  a re  'a l r i g h t 1 and ancious

to  p u t down th e  dep redations th a t  now / a r e /  being  p e rp e tra te d  in

th i s  s t a te .*  Many p ro te s ts  were heard from organised u n ite s

th e  p re sen t companies t h a t  have a lre ad y  been 
armed and equipped a re  lo y a l ,  p eaoab le , o rd e r ly , 
and e f f i c i e n t ,  and can be c o n tro lle d  fo r  the  
good of th e  co u n try , th ey  a re  insenoed over 
th e  p ro sp ec t of having an armed and au tho rised  
enemy to  contend a g a in s t ,  and say  i f  the  Gov­
e rn o r i s  going to  arm the  w hite  KK's to  operate  
a g a in s t  them , h e , th e  Governor, can take  back 
the  guns and commissions th a t  has a lread y  been 
s e n t  to  t h i s  c o u n ty . . . I t  w i l l  no t be so funny 
i f  our b e s t  men g e t k i l le d  o f f  by those  
v i l l i n s • • • ,2 4

22 General J .  2 . George, fo r  exam ple, c o n s is te n t ly  
urged M iss iss ip p i Democrats to  e n ro l l  in  the m i l i t i a .  James 
W. G arner, fleeonstruotIon  In  M is s is s ip p i , (New York, 1901), 
p .  385. C ited  h e re a f te r  as G arner, M is s is s ip p i .

1 . C. d i l l  lam® to  W illiam  W. Holden, June 28 , 1870. 
W illiam  W. Holden Papers , North C aro lina  Department o f Archives 
and H is to ry , f la le ig h . North C aro lin a . C ited  h e re a f te r  as Holden 
P ap ers .

2A L e tte r  of B. G. Yocum dated September 2 , 1870. 
Published  in  iteport of J o in t  In v e s tig a tin g  Committee on P ub lic  
Frauds In  South (Tar oTTna , 187?-Tftf8 , p . fl74»" Yodum was a 
co l one l~Tn F ou rteen th  flegimenk of South C aro lina  m i l i t i a .
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One m ilitiam an  penned h ie  fe rv e n t hope t h a t  no C onservative 

would he allow ed to  e n ro l l  " fo r  i f  th ey  g i t  o o n tro le  o f th e  

s t a te  tr o o ts  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  co u n ties  as th e  s e c e s s io n is ts  

d id  a f t e r  th e  su rren d e r ( a t  th e  c lo se  o f th e  w ar) o f the  county 

p o lic e  our g en era ls  nay he ever so  v ig e r le n t  h u t they  w i l l  stake 

hu t l i t t l e  sueoess in  p u ttin g  down th e  o u tra g e s .• , and closed

h is  l e t t e r  w ith  a w arning to  p u t “none on garde to n ig h t h u t
25

lo y a l o i t i s e a s ."

k ad ica l governo rs , ta k in g  th e i r  lead  from th i s  ex­

p ressed  resentm ent of th e i r  own su p p o r te rs , moved to  exclude 

C onservatives from th e  m i l i t i a .  In  L o u is ia n a , i t  was demanded

t h a t  "men should  prove th ey  a re  lo y a l befo re  th ey  can  he t ru s te d
26to  go in to  th e  m il i t  l a  •* The Alabama ordinance provided th a t

cosm isaions in  th e  s ta te  m i l i t i a  would be reserved  f o r  "persons
27o f known lo y a l ty ."  Governor Ames o f M iss iss ip p i made th e  

r e a l i s t i c  o b se rv a tio n  th a t  s in c e  " the  s t a te  government commanded

the  re s p e e t of th e  co lored  raoe o n ly , i t  must depend fo r  m il l -
28ta ry  support on co lo red  tro o p s •" In  a reas  where w hite  companies

2g
I .  C. W illiam s to  W illiam  W. Holden, June 26 , 1670. 

Holden P ap ers .
26 E lla  Lonn, feaco n stru c tio n  In  L ouisiana A fte r 1868, 

(Mew York, 1918), p . 22. C ited  h e re a f te r  as Lonn, L ouisiana 
A fte r 1868.

27 H arper's  Weekly, December 21 , 1867*
28 Garner, p. 386.
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o f  q u estio n ab le  lo y a l ty  had been allow ed to  o rg a n ise , d isband­

m ent, whoa considered  n e ce ssa ry , was e a s i ly  e f fe c te d  by th e  ex -
29p e d io a t o f a p p e la tin g  Negro o f f ic e r s  to  p o s itio n s  o f command.

By th o se  moans, w hite  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  m i l i t i a  was la rg e ly  

l im ite d  to  th e s e  who had given p rev ious evidence of Bepublioan 

sym pathies •

The liegro , on th e  o th er hand, had se v e ra l p o s i t iv e  

m otives f o r  e n l i s t in g  in  th e  m i l i t i a .  In  th e  d e lig h tfu l  n o v e lty  

o f h is  freedom , he d id  n o t fo rg e t th e  men who had made th a t  f r e e ­

dom p o s s ib le ,  And s in c e  the Negro was c irc u m s ta n tia lly  a Be- 

p u b lic a n , i t  was q u ite  n a tu ra l  fo r  him to  suppo rt p a r ty  program s. 

This was p a r t i c u la r ly  t ru e  o f th e  m i l i t i a  p ro je c t  where p a r t i ­

c ip a tio n  could be in te rp re te d  as a  pe rsonal defense of h is  f r e e ­

dom. This p o l i t i c a l  a f f i n i t y  w as, however, on ly  one of th e  

f a c to r s  which made th e  Negro a w il l in g  r e c r u i t .  The pay , 

norm ally  th e  same as t h a t  received  by e q u iv a len t grade or rank
0 A

in  th e  United S ta te s  Army, was e n tic in g . Although no t so 

l i b e r a l  a s  th a t  rece ived  by p re se n t day servicem en, th e  reward 

must have appeared m agn ificen t to  th e  average f i e ld  hand. Then

29 Glands 0 . Bowers, The T ragic B ra, (Cambridge, 1929), 
p .  359. B syaolds, South CarolTna, pp7 156-157.

SO In  n e a r ly  a l l  s t a t e s ,  r a te s  were id e n tic a l  t o  those 
paid  by th e  U. S . Army, a lthough  th e re  were a  few d ev ia tio n s  
from th i s  p r a c t ic e .
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to o ,  th e  p e re n n ia l appeal of th e  uniform  must haw  ex erc ised  

some in f lu e n c e , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  re g u la tio n s  were lax  enough 

to  a llow  the sp o r tin g  of an occasional plume or f e a th e r ,  th e  

prom ised r e l i e f  from th e  ro u tin e  drudgery of p la n ta t io n  work 

p robably  accounted f o r  many more v o lu n te e rs , th e  d r i l l s ,  th e  

p a ra d e s , th e  ba rb ecu es, the  speeches o ffe red  a  p le a sa n t break 

in  th e  monotony, and "p la y in  sogers'* was considered  a  d e lig h tfu l

Perhaps th e  most im portant s in g le  f a c t o r ,  however, in  

ex p la in in g  Hegro e n lis tm en t was s o c ia l  p re s su re , Negro women, 

em ulating  th e  ro le  played by t h e i r  w hite  s i s t e r s  of th e  South 

du ring  th e  C iv il  War, were in  a l l  p ro b a b il i ty  th e  most e f fe c ­

t iv e  r e c r u i te r s  f o r  th e  m i l i t l a .  F a ilu re  to  show in te r e s t  in  

th e  movement a u to m a tic a lly  caused th e  male Negro to  become 

p o l i t i c a l l y  su sp ec t and gave r i s e  to  a  most rigorous program 

o f d isc r im in a tio n  a t  the  hands o f th e  women, hegro men charged 

w ith  p o l i t i c a l  i n f id e l i t y  were s o c ia l ly  is o la te d !  th ey  en­

countered  in c re a s in g  d i f f i c u l t y  in  persuading  a woman even to  

wash th e i r  c lo th in g , Expulsion from th e  lo c a l ohuroh was no t 

considered  too  extreme a  punishm ent, and on se v e ra l occasions 

groups o f i r a t e  fem ales p u b lic ly  a ssa u lte d  and to re  th e  c lo th in g

J* A. be la n d , A Voice From South C a ro lin a , (C h arle s to n , 
1879), p ,  49 , C ited  hereaT ter as Lel'ancf, Voice From C aro lin a ,
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o f f  suspected  sh irk e rs*  In  eases invo lv ing  r e lu c ta n t  husbands, 

wives were known to  have imposed r e s t r a in ts  which most c e r ta in ly  

must have taxed  th e  dom estic r e la t io n s h ip .32 Such e f f o r t s  were 

no t w ithou t r e s u l t s ,  and under th e  a d d it io n a l  p ressu re  of c i r ­

c u la te d  h an d b ills  b earin g  th e  appeal *To Arms I to  Arms i t  To 

Anas l * * Colored Men to  the  F ro n ts* , th e  m uster l i s t s  were 

r a p id ly  f i l l e d *

Band in  hand w ith  th e  a c tu a l fo rm ation  of m i l i t i a  

fo rc e s  went th e  problem o f o f f ic e r  procurement* Inasmuch as 

th e  s e le c t io n  o f o f  f l e e r s  was g e n e ra lly  l e f t  in  th e  hands of 

th e  governor, no uniform  system  of appointm ent evolved* One 

q u a l i f ic a t io n  remained f a i r l y  c o n s ta n t , however; th e  appoin tee  

must be a  person  o f known lo y a l ty  to  th e  cause . Governors were 

l i t e r a l l y  overwhelmed, du ring  periods of m i l i t i a  a c t i v i t y ,  by 

l e t t e r s  from com m iesion-seekerg. Some re q u e s ts ,  and th e  r e ­

s u l t in g  appoin tm ents, were o f a  s t r i c t l y  p o l i t i c a l  n a tu re  w hile 

o th e rs  were based on a b i l i t y  and experience* The governor of 

Tennessee reoelved  the  fo llow ing  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  appea li

3 2 This sam pling o f Hegro d isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t 
o th er Negroes i s  tak en  from th e  sworn testim ony of th e  v ic tim s . 
Senate M iscellaneous Document no* 4 8 , 1 , 44 C ong., 2 se e s* , 
pp.' 6£>6, 560 e¥  passim *

33 C ited  in  House of ftep resen tativea M iscellaneous 
Document no* 211, 42 £ong*,"T se a s* , p . 3i'0.’ r



S ir
As I  am a man of few words X w i l l  t e l l  

you a t  once w ith o u t any apology os* p re lim ­
in a r ie s  what X want X want a  C a p ta in 's  
commission to  r e c r u i t  a  company of b lack  
s o ld ie rs  fo r  the  s t a t e  guards. X haws 
served th re e  years in  th e  Federal army 
and o&n give th e  b e s t of re fe ren c es  as to  
c h a ra c te r  and a b i l i t y .

In  seme o a se s , th e  men were allowed to  e le c t  th e i r  o f f i c e r s ,

a lth o u g h  t h i s  p ra c t ic e  was by no means g e n e ra l. Commissions

were sometimes p laced  on th e  a u c tio n  block and f e l l  to  th e
36

h ig h e s t b id d e r . Xn o rder to  o b ta in  th e  se rv ic e s  o f p hysi­

c ia n s ,  p r iv a te  c o n tra c ts  were n eg o tia ted  under th e  terms of 

which m edical o f f i c e r s ,  th en  a s  now, received  a h igher r a te  

o f pay th an  th e i r  le s s  fo r tu n a te  com rades-in-arm s.

S. G. Davis to  W illiam  G. Brownlow, May 18 , 1867 
W illiam  6 . Brownlow p a p e rs , Tennessee Department of Archives 
B a sh v ille , Tennessee. C ited  h e re a f te r  as Brownlow P apers .

See Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 4 8 , XXI, 
44 C ong., 2 s e s a . ,  p . S$6, fo r  fo llow ing  le t te rV

Hamburg, B . C . ,  dun© 5 , 1876 
Mr. Benry B. Johnsons
S ir  i Would you be kind enough to  see  what 
i t  would c o s t  me to  g e t th e  commission fo r  
one c a p ta in  and th re e  l ie u te n a n ts .  I f  you 
w i l l  see  C ol. W alter B. Jones and ask him 
to  a s s i s t  you in  g e tt in g  th e  commissions 
fo r  me, and send them to  me, and 1 w i l l  
r e tu rn  th e  expensy on the  re tu rn  m a i l . . . .

Col. John W illiams
36 Several cop ies of th e se  n eg o tia ted  c o n tra c ts  a re  

a v a ila b le  in  th e  f i l e s  o f th e  Tennessee A dju tan t G en era l's  
O ff ic e , Tennessee Department of A rch ives, N ash v ille . C ited  
h e re a f te r  as AGO F i l e s ,  S ta te  o f Tennessee.
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Having arranged f o r  th e  o rg an isa tio n  of th e i r  m i l i t i a  

fo rc e s  , th e  a u th o r i t ie s  were next faced  w ith  th e  problem of 

arming and equipping them. This proved t o  be a  most d i f f i c u l t  

t a s k .  M i l i t i a  a p p ro p ria tio n s  were b i t t e r l y  and o ften  su c ce ss­

f u l ly  co n te s ted  by C onservative b lo c s , and governors were fo rced  

to  seek  o th e r  methods by which to  equip t h e i r  fo rc e s . The f i r s t  

such  measure was an a ttem p t to  borrow guns and ammunition from 

th e  arm ories of sym pathetic n o rth e rn  s t a t e s .  For th is  purpose

Govern C layton o f Arkansas se n t a  pe rsonal envoy, Dr* J .  M*
37L ew is, to  e n te r  a  p le a  w ith  th e  governor o f I l l i n o i s , 9 Warmoth 

o f  L ouisiana se n t a  re p re se n ta tiv e  to  th e  C ap ito ls  of M issouri
30

and I l l i n o i s ,  w hile  th e  governor of F lo rid a  p e rso n a lly  c a lle d

on Governor John Andrew o f M assachusetts and Governor Reuben
26Fenton of New fo rk . Although th ese  appeals g e n e ra lly  f e l l  on 

d e a f  e a r s ,  Vermont, in  answer to  an appeal from th e  A djutant 

General o f North C a ro lin a , s e n t  one thousand S p rin g fie ld  r i f l e s  

f o r  th e  use of th e  o i t i s e n ry  of th a t  s t a te

^  C lay to n , A fterm ath , pp. 106-109.
38 House of Represe n ta tiv e s  M iscellaneous Document 

no. 154, 42 Cong. , T  s'ess.'," p . ®  , '
39 John W allace , Carpetbag Rule In  F lo r id a , (J a c k s o n v il le , 

1888), p . 82. C ited  h e re a f te r  as W allace, Carpetfcag Rule.
40 H am ilton, Horth C a ro lin a , p . 346.
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F a ilin g  in  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  th e  governors next tu rned  to  

th e  Federa l government in  hopes of secu ring  arms fo r  t h e i r  troops* 

T heir e a r l i e s t  o v e rtu res  met w ith  o f f i c i a l  rebuff*  C lay ton’s 

re q u e s t f o r  e ra s  was denied by th e  army,** as was & s im ila r  p lea
j»S

front the  governor o f F lorida*  However, as v io lence  in  the  

Southern s t a te s  continued unabated , th e  n a tio n a l a d m in is tra tio n  

g rad u a lly  began to  look w ith  more fav o r on the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of 

fu rn ish in g  arms to  s t a te  governments * A pparently  the  A d ju tan t 

G eneral o f South C aro lina  was the  f i r s t  to  persuade th e  Federal 

government to  make an issu e  o f arms to  a  s t a t e ,  fo r  h is  oppo­

nen ts a t  home rep o rted  w ith  n o tic e a b le  chagrins "He CAMJS to  

W ashington, he SAW th e  S e c re ta ry , he CQJ t̂EJi&D a l l  o b je c tio n s * " ^  

When th e  Worth C aro lina  governor sought Federal a id  in  o u t f i t t in g  

h ie  tro o p s , he received  support from no le s s  powerful a p e rso ­

n a l i t y  than  P re s id e n t Grant* Bolden se n t a p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c ia te ,  

W illiam  G* C la rk e , to  W ashington as h is  agent* C la rk e , on h is  

a r r i v a l , w rote a form al req u e s t to  General Montgomery C • M eigs, 

Q uarterm aster-G eneral o f the  Army, f o r  equipment to  o u t f i t  a

41 C lay ton , A fterm ath , pp* 106-109*
42 W allace , Carpetbag R ule, p* 92.
43

proceedings o f the  T ax-payer's  Convention o f South 
C a ro lin a ,  18 f¥ ,‘ (^hft'rle'sTon, i s i i ) , p* 9S, r
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f u l l  regim ent o f Horth C aro lina  in f a n t ry .4^ Clark® th en  so -  

cured a  personal in te rv iew  w ith  Grant during  which he gained 

th e  p r e s id e n t 's  approval of the p ro je c t .  G ran t, the  same day , 

w rote a  l e t t e r  to  General Sherman endorsing th e  p lan  to  o u t f i t  

N orth C aro lin a  tro o p s a t  government expense and sa id  th a t  he was
A K

"w illin g  to  s ig n  any le g a l  o rder necessary*1 to  accom plish I t .  

Sherman th en  agreed to  is su e  th e  equipment in  exchange fo r  

Governor H olden 's s ig n a tu re  on a  bond which would he "payable 

a t  th e  day o f Judgment.**^6 Several days l a t e r , Bolden was in** 

formed by Meigs th a t  th e  q uarte rm aster a t  F o rtre ss  Monroe had 

been in s tru c te d  to  is su e  th e  o u t f i t

E v en tu a lly , Congress passed a  law a u th o ris in g  the  

d i s t r ib u t io n  of Federal arias to  Southern s ta te s  on a quota
AO

b a s is .  In  p r a c t ic e ,  t h i s  system  proved q u ite  f l e x ib le .

** W illiam  G. C larke to  Montgomery C» M eigs, June 17 , 
1870, Bolden P apers .

45 Ulysses S . Grant to  W illiam  T. Sherman, June 17 , 
1870. Holden P ap e rs .

4-fi
W illiam  G. C larke to  W illiam  Holden, June 18 , 1870. 

Holden P apers .
47 Montgomery C • Meigs to  W illiam  W. Holden, June 21 , 

1870. Holden P apers .
48

Act of March 3 ,  1873. See C ongressional G lobe,
42 C ong., 3 s e e s . ,  p .  300.
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Governor S c o t t ,  fo r  exam ple, persuaded th e  a u th o r i t ie s  to  is su e
49South C aro lina  i t s  quota fo r  th e  next twenty years In  advance.

I t  i s  n o t to o  unsafe a g e n e ra l is a tio n  t o  say th a t  t h i s  la v  p ro ­

vided th e  la r g e s t  s in g le  source o f arms and equipment used to
50o u t f i t  th e  various s t a t e  m i l i t i a s .

Since th e  o rg a n isa tio n  and arming of the  m i l i t i a  was

n o t c a r r ie d  out in  se c re c y , i t  was accompanied by vociferous

o p p o sitio n  from the  C onservatives* Every news organ a t  t h e i r

d isp o sa l c a r r ie d  on a v itu p e ra tiv e  campaign a g a in s t the  m i l i t i a  
51p r o je c t ,  denouncing i t  as a  f la g ra n t  encroachment on c iv i l

l ib e r t i e s *  When m i l i t i a  h i l l s  were in troduced in  s t a t e  l e g i s -
52l a t u r e e , prom inent Democrats led  th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t them*

49
B* Rm T illm an , "The S trugg les o f *76**, (pamphlet 

in  w r i t e r 's  p o sse s s io n ) , p* 40*
50 For d e ta ile d  in form ation  concerning Federal issu e  

of arms to  Southern s ta te s  from 1665-1872, see o f f i c i a l  f ig u re s  
c i te d  in  House o f B epresentativuq M iscellaneous Document no*
191, 42 Cong., I T s e s s . ,  p* 4*

51 The fo llow ing  quote from the  D ally  Arkansas G aze tte , 
November 2 6 , 1888, i s  ty p ic a l :

The whole a f f a i r  is  a weak and s i l l y  a t ­
tempt to  awaken the  w orst passions of th e  
ag g ress iv e  p a r ty  w ith  a view to  make thorn 
a u n i t  in  support of execu tive  v io le n ce , 
and to  browbeat and in t im id a te . . .*  He 
^playtorj7  wants 23,000 negroes armed to  
p ro te c t  70,000 whit© men and th e i r  fam­
i l i e s  in  order to  promote fu tu re  peace , 
q u ie t  and permanency*

52 Testimony of P la to  Durham* House of H epresonta- 
t iv e s  Report no* 2 2 , 42 Cong., 2 s e e s • ,  p . 317.
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th e  proposed lairs were a ttack ed  on th e  grounds of being p u re ly

p o l i t i c a l  in  n a tu re 53 and as p o te n t ia l  th r e a ts  to  th e  p re s e r -  
54v a tio n  of p eace . Nor was o p p o sitio n  confined to  th e  South.

As i n f l u t i a l  a  newspaper as James Gordon B e n n e tt's  New York

H erald matched and o f te n  ou td is tanced  the  p ro v in c ia l Southern

p re s s  In  ra b id  d en u n cia tio n :

The f a c t  i s  in e v ita b le  th a t  bloodshed w il l  
fo llo w . Hoconetrueted governments a re  bad 
enough w ith  negro l e g i s l a t o r s . negro mag­
i s t r a t e s  ,  negro p o l ic e ,  and negro Commis­
s io n e rs  o f Education and o ther m a tte rss 
but when armed negroes appear as m il i ta ry  
fo rc e s  to  keep w hite  men in  o r d e r .• .th e  
s p i r i t .  • .must r e v o l t .5$

When r e c ru i t in g  a c tu a l ly  began. C onservatives lo u d ly  

olaimed th ey  were being  d isc rim in a ted  a g a in s t in  n o t being 

allow ed to  Jo in  up. They c i te d  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  p u t in  th e  

way to  p reven t t h e i r  e n l i s t in g  as c le a r  evidence o f o f f i c i a l
eg

p re fe ren ce  fo r  Negro tro o p s . They to ssed  in  an  in c id e n ta l

A L ouisiana se n a to r s ta te d  f l a t l y t  " I  b e liev e  
th e  o b je c t of the  b i l l ,  as i t  s ta n d s , i s  to  p e rp e tu a te  th e  
power o f . . . t h e  Bepublican P a r ty .11 C ited in  Lonn. L ouisiana 
A fte r 1668, p . 60.  '

54
Democrats re p e a te d ly  th rea ten ed  th a t  i f  m i l i t i a  

b i l l s  were p a sse d , i t  would become im possible to  p reserve  
p eace . Testimony of H. C. Warmoth. house of R epresen tatives 
M iscellaneous Document no. 164. 42 C ong.. Z sees . , p . 519.

86 How Tork H erald ,  October 1 ,  1868.
66 G arner. M is s is s ip p i, p . 335.
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com plaint th a t  r e c ru i t in g  among a g r ic u l tu r a l  worker® in te r ­

fe re d  w ith  th e  h a rtos t in g  o f erop®.8^ G reat excitem ent p ro ­

f i l e d  over th e  q uestion  o f arming th e  m i l i t i a .  In  an a ttem pt 

to  p reven t passage o f  a proposed a e t  a l l  owing the  Federal gov­

ernment to  is su e  arms to  Southern governors. R epresen tative  

N athaniel Boyden, of North C a ro lin a , made th i s  impassioned p le a t

Great God, we eazrnot a ffo rd  to  f ig h t  each 
o t h e r . . . ,  l  warn the  House th a t  i f  arms 
a re  s e n t th e r e ,  we w i l l  be ruined} we can­
n o t l iv e  th e re .  I f  we need anyth ing  in  
the  way o f arm s, in  Ged9s name send an 
army o f the  United S ta te s  bu t do no t arm 
neighbor a g a in s t ne ig h b o r.68

Loud p ro te s ts  were re g is te re d  when r i f l e s  were issued  fo r  d r i l l  

p u rp o ses , b u t when l iv e  ammunition was subsequently  passed o u t, 

c o n s te rn a tio n  re ig n ed , th e  C onservatives m aintained th a t  con­

f l i c t  was in e v ita b le  a f t e r  th e  "buck and B ali" reached th e  hands 

o f n ilit ie u n e n .89

The governors were no t in tim ida ted  by the  elam orings 

and th re a ts  o f t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a n ta g o n is ts . They defended th e i r

S tu a r t to  Governor W illiam  G. Brownlew, A pril 1 , 
1867. Brownlew P apers .

66 Ham ilton, North C a ro lin a , p . 372, c i t in g  speech made 
in  House of R epresen tatives in  A ugust, 1868.

89
Testimony of David R. Duncan. House of Represen­

ta t iv e s  Hop or t  no. 2 2 , p t .  5 ,  I I ,  42 C ong., X  s e e s . , p . 880,
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a c t io n  on th e  f irm  grounds th a t  the  r ig h t  o f a  s t a t e  to  o rgan ise

a m i l i t i a  was not a  new p r in c ip le  hu t a  •very old one, and th a t

i t  was designed n o t to  foment tro u b le  b u t to  p reserve  peace.

Governor C lay ton , in  a speech a t  Lewisburg, A rkansas, a t  th e

very  h e ig h t o f  th e  m il i t ia -o rg a n ia a tio n  con troversy  in  1666,

courageously  s a id :

I  understand th a t  th e  m i l i t i a  law is  d i s ­
t a s te f u l  to  some. I  have only to  say th a t  
i t  i s  a law th a t  w i l l  be enforced* The 
m i l i t i a  fo rces  w i l l  be organized in  t h i s  
county and throughout th e  state*® 0

Hot were th e  governors w ithou t support# L e tte rs  from

a l l  se c tio n s  o f t h e i r  s ta te s  poured in to  the  o a p ito ls  in  p ra is e

of th e  m i l i t i a  movement* This correspondence dem onstrated a

w idespread in te r e s t  in  bo th  the  o rg an isa tio n  of th e  m i l i t i a  and
m  *1th e  d e s ire  to  see  th a t  i t  was made "bo th  ornamental and u s e fu l ."  

In  South C a ro lin a , i t  was repo rted  th a t  " th e  co lored  people a re
/>A

r e jo ic in g  over th e i r  guns*" Governor Davis received  th is  

g ra t i fy in g  message from a fellow -Texanj

60 C lay ton , A fterm ath , p . 143*

61 G# R. Dickson to  W illiam  W# Holden, A pril 5 ,  1370* 
Holden Papers*

62
L e tte r  from J .  A* Jackson to  John B* Hubbard*

Ju ly  3 ,  1870, quoted in  Heport of J o in t  In v e s tig a tin g  Committee 
on Publlo  Frauds |n  South' C a ro lin a , 13 77 *4 $76, p . 675.
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A ll th e  Union mens o f t h i s  county i s  proud 
o f th e  m i l i t i a  and P o lice  law and hopes you 
w i l l  en force  them. We have many roughies 
here should he t r i e d  hy th e  m i l i ta r y .  B lieha 
Jup© la  s t i l l  p row lin  aroun in  t h i s  county .
The Democrats p ro te c ts  and h ides him .63

Out o f th e  w e lte r  o f accusations # ex ag g e ra tio n s , r e ­

c rim in a tio n s  # charges and coun ter-charges which re s u l te d  from 

th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of m i l i t i a  f o r c e s , a  few conclusions emerge 

w ith  reasonab le  c l a r i t y .  The unprejudiced observer must 

c e r ta in ly  agree th a t  th e  need f o r  a p ro te c tiv e  fo rce  was a 

very r e a l  one, i f  the  R adicals s e r io u s ly  in tended to  m ain ta in  

th e i r  hold on Southern s t a te  governments. T heir re s o lu te  

a c t io n  in  form ing m i l i t i a  u n its  was an accu ra te  in d ic a tio n  o f 

th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s a g a c i ty . A lso , i t  does no t seem l ik e ly  th a t  

th e re  was any d e lib e ra te  a tte m p t, except in  a  few is o la te d  in ­

s ta n c e s ,  to  make th is  fo rce  e x c lu s iv e ly  Negro in  com position.

That i t  became so was probably  a g rea t su rp r ise  to  the  o r ig i ­

n a to r s ,  many o f whom lacked th e  f a m i l ia r i ty  w ith  Southern a t t i ­

tudes and behavior which u su a lly  comes only from long o b se rv a tio n  

of s e c tio n a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s .  I t  must a ls o  be sa id  fo r  th e  Radi­

c a ls  t h a t  in  s p i te  of an unfavorable p u b l ic i ty  campaign o f un­

precedented p ro p o rtio n s , they  persevered  in  th e  work of arming

63
Undated l e t t e r  o f A. P . Brown to  Edmund J .  Davie 

quoted in  J .  M. Brewer, Megro L e g is la to rs  o f Texas, (D a lla s , 
1935), p . 58. Brown was"a Hegro p o l i t i c i a n  oF  Hopkins County.
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t h e i r  f o r c e s •

Once th i s  was aooom plishad, th e  stage  was s e t  fo r  

th e  enactm ent o f a  d ra m  o f v iolenoe which was to  l a s t  u n t i l  

th e  f i n a l ,  hopeless d is in te g ra t io n  of the  hadioal dream of a  

Bap ubl lo an  South.



tm  MILITIA IN ACTION

In  the  fad ing  days of Jan u ary , 1889, twelve long years 

a f t e r  the  d is s o lu t io n  o f th e  l a s t  Negro m i l i t i a  u n it  in  the  South , 

th e re  occurred a  b ru ta l  murder in  Conway County, A rkansas. This 

crim e i s  o f p a r t ic u la r  I n te r e s t  t o  th e  reader because th e  mur­

dered man was John M. C lay to n , b ro th e r  of th e  Radical governor 

who o r ig in a l ly  organ ised  and employed Negro tro o p s in  th a t  s t a t e .  

During th e  in v e s tig a t io n  which fo llow ed , i t  was rumored th a t  

C layton  had been murdered by one Thomas Hooper, o f C a li fo rn ia ,  in  

revenge fo r  th e  k i l l i n g  o f h is  f a th e r  by C lay ton9s m i l i t i a  during 

th e  b e e tle  days o f  1868.^ Whether o r not the  s to ry  i s  tru e  is  

la rg e ly  beside  the  p o in t in so fa r  as th i s  monograph is  concerned. 

However, i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  in d ic a tiv e  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  during  

p e rio d s of m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t y  seeds of i l l - f e e l i n g  were sown which 

were e v e n tu a lly  to  y ie ld  a  v e r i ta b le  h a rv e s t of v io le n ce .

Since much of t h i s  i l l - f e e l i n g  re s u lte d  d i r e c t ly  from 

deeds invo lv ing  Negro m i l i t i a  f o r c e s , i t  is  necessary  to  analyze 

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  order to  a r r iv e  a t  some accep tab le  p ic tu re  

o f  th is  phase o f th e i r  h is to ry . In  a ttem pting  such an a n a ly s is ,  

one must overcome th e  problem of extremes and e s ta b l is h  a n e u tra l

For f u l l  account see C lay ton , A fterm ath , p . 191,
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ground in  between th e  polos o f p re ju d ice  which were r e f le c te d  

In  th e  uniform  denu»ciations o f th e  o p p o sitio n  and th e  un­

p a ra l le le d  p ra is e  o f i t s  advoca tes. H isto rian s  of ^©construc­

t io n  o f f e r  l i t t l e  a id  h e re , s in c e  th e i r  accounts of th e  m i l i t i a  

in  a c t io n  vary alm ost as w ide ly  as contem porary ones. Bunning- 

i t e s ,  f o r  exam ple, p e r s i s te n t ly  p o r tra y  th e  m ilitiam en  as 

a r ro g a n t ,  swaggering b u l l ie s  b en t on a  rapacious campaign of 

v io lence  a g a in s t and h u m ilia tio n  of the  South. R e v is io n is ts , 

on th e  o ther hand, when th ey  mention th e  m i l i t i a  a t  a l l ,  tend 

to  d e sc rib e  th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  as l i t t l e  more th an  a  s e r ie s  o f
g

p la y fu l  pranks committed by a  troupe of benevolent com ics. 

i s  i s  so o f te n  th e  ease  when d i f f e r in g  schools o f thought 

assume stash remote p o s i t io n s ,  th e  t r u th  l i e s  somewhere in  be­

tween. Zn th i s  c a s e ,  Hegro m i l i t i a  u n its  were n e ith e r  as 

e v i l  an in flu en ce  as th e i r  C onservative opponents c la im ed , nor 

were they  as s a in t ly  as t h e i r  Radical defenders a s s e r te d . I t  

i s  th e  purpose of t h i s  ch ap te r to  show t h a t ,  w hile  m ilitiam en  

were no t n e a r ly  so v ic io u s as they  were p a in te d , th ey  d id  from

2 S. £ . M orrison and H. S. Comanager, The Growth of 
the  American R epublic , (Hew York, 1050), I I ,  p 7 ¥ 2 , refer"!;© 
th e  Hegro m i l i t i a  as a "comic fo ro e* . F. B. ainakins, The South 
Old and Mew, A H isto ry  1820-1947, (Hew York, 1947), p.~T$6~t ~“
erroneously  s t a te s  th a t  A rkansas, Tennessee, and North C aro lina  
employed no Hegro troops in  th e i r  re sp e c tiv e  m i l i t i a  fo rc e s .
He a ls o  e rroneously  concludes th a t  th e re  was l i t t l e  a c tu a l 
v io lence  connected w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  experim ent.
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tim e to  tim e become involved in  a c t iv i t i e s  which c o n trib u te d  to

th e  d e te r io r a t io n  of r e la t io n s  which led  alm ost in e v ita b ly  to

outbreaks o f v io lence  *

By f a r  th e  g re a te s t  a re a  o f a c t iv i t y  fo r  th e  m i l i t i a

was in  th e  realm  of p o l i t ie s *  Throughout t h e i r  c a r e e r , from

s t a r t  to  f i n i s h ,  th ey  were a  fa c to r  in  lo c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a te g y .

The tim ing  involved in  o rg an is in g  th ese  fo rces s tro n g ly  suggests

a  p o l i t i c a l  m otivation* In  Tennessee, fo r  example , Fare on

Brownlcfw m obilised  troops j u s t  p r io r  to  th e  e le c t io n  in  which
5he d e fea ted  Snare on E theridge fo r  th e  governorship* In

A rkansas, C layton c a lle d  up h is fo rces in  Septem ber, 1868,
4one month before  th e  genera l e le c t io n  of t h a t  year* Governor

Ames, of M is s is s ip p i ,  p u t h is  Begro u n its  on a war fo o tin g

during  the  heated  campaign of 1675 In  th a t  s ta te * S The Kirk

fo rc e s  were e n ro lle d  in  B erth  C aro lina  during  June and Ju ly ,
s1870, j u s t  b e fo re  th e  scheduled e le c t io n  of August 4 . In 

South C a ro lin a , Governor S o o tt armed tw enty thousand Negro

8 F a t te n ,  R aoonstrnotion In  Tennessee, p . 176* The 
tro o p s were im m ediately disbanded a F te r t!he e le c tio n *

* C lay to n , A fterm ath ,  p .  63*
5 Senate Report no* 527, 44 Cong*, 1 s e s s * , p* 6*

^ R aleigh  (N. C .) G aily  S e n tin e l , June 2 2 , 1870*
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troop# p r io r  to  hi# r e - e le c t io n  in  1870.^ fh© eff@ otiveness 

o f  th e  m i l i t i a  in  p o l i t ic #  can be f a i r l y  measured by th e  f o i l  ow­

ing  survey o f  re s b l t#  of th e  p re s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  of 1860.

G rant and Col fax  were th e  Republican nominees} Seymour and B la ir  

rep resen ted  th e  Democrats. In  th e  Southern s t a t e s .  Republicans 

were v ic to r io u s  d i r e c t ly  in  p ro p o rtio n  to  th e i r  m i l i ta r y  p re­

p a re d n ess . In  Tennessee. F lo r id a . North C a ro lin a , South C aro lina  

and A rkansas, where m i l i t i a  fo rces  had a c tu a l ly  been organised 

p r io r  to  the  e le c t io n .  Grant and Colfax c a r r ie d  th e  day. In  

L ou isiana  and G eorg ia , where no m i l i t i a  fo rces  had been organised  

by November, 1868. Seymour and B la ir  won o u t. Alabama, where 

m i l i t i a  laws had been enacted a lthough  troops had not a c tu a l ly
a

been e n ro l le d ,  supported G rant.

M i l i t i a  fo rce#  were f re q u e n tly  employed during  p o l i ­

t i c a l  campaigns. N ineteen companies were d is t r ib u te d  over

7
Franc i s  B. S isk in s and R. H. Woody, South C aro lina  

During R eco n stru c tio n , (Chapel H i l l ,  1858), p . 4&1. ' cltsed 
Hereafter as Simkins and Woody, South C a ro lin a . See a ls o  
James Ford Rhode#, H isto ry  of th e  united  S ta te s  From th e  Com­
prom ise of 1850 to  F in a l RestorSS’iba ' o f 11Home' Rule Ais th e  South
in i B'77,T»^o7k ,‘-T9ig)’; w c y r B Tr ̂ Hsjrssrsutt s r ~
BHd3es7 H isto ry  of the  United S ta te s .

o
M is s is s ip p i , Texas, and V irg in ia  were not y e t r e o r ­

ganised and d id  n o t ,  th e re fo re ,  take p a r t  in  th e  e le c t io n .
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9Tonnes see  in  one p re -e le c tio n  period* Brownlow's opponent in  

th e  c an v a ss , when speaking a t  F ra n k lin , had to  contend w ith  a  

no ley  company o f  Hegro m i l i t i a  p laced  in  c lo se  prox im ity  to  

th e  p la tfo rm . 1 0  A prom inent South C a ro lin ian  complained th a t  

d u ring  th e  campaign of 1870, alm ost every  pub lic  m eeting was 

"a tten d ed  by the  m i l i t i a  of Governor S c o t t ." 1* Any a n t i -
12R adical p o l i t i c i a n  was considered  f a i r  game f o r  heckling*

When one governor informed h is  troops th a t  he did  not con­

s id e r  i t  t h e i r  d u ty  " to  stand  q u ie t ly  by and hear men e x c ite
*»13th e  mob s p i r i t  by denouncing th e  Federal and s t a te  governm ents, 

he w as, in  o f  f o o t ,  a u th o r is in g  them to  In te r f e re  in  lo c a l  cam­

paigns s in c e  alm ost any Democratic p o l i t i c a l  spec oh could  

have been in te rp re te d  as a  denouncement of one o r th e  other* 

Reports from m i l i t i a  detachm ents show th a t  th ey  were n o t en­

t i r e l y  unaware of th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s *  "We a re

9
E* Merton C o u lte r , W illiam  G. Brownlee, F igh ting  

Parson of th e  Southern H ighlands, (b'hape 1 H llI ,' 198?) , pp*'1 S8 8 -  
33S. cTted h e re a f ie r  as C o u lte r  # parson  Brownlow*

1 0  K ashv ille  Dhlon and D ispa tch , Ju ly  11 , 1807, c i te d  
in  P a t te n , R eeonstruo tion  in  Tennessee, p* 177*

11 House of R epresen ta tives Report no* 22 , p t .  3 , IX,
42 Cong*, 2~sese ~ p 7 i O T 7  ~

I 2 HVert on M. Q ueener, "A Decade of H ast Tennessee Re­
pub lican ism *, The Hast Tennessee H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty 's  P u b lica ­
t io n s ,  xxv , ( i M ) 7 ¥ ^ -------------------------------------------------- —

18 H e rb e rt, S o lid  South , p . 108,
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«14making every e f f o r t  to  c a r ry  th e  county and can  do bo.**"

• a id  one inform ant* and ano ther c a te g o r ic a l ly  promised t *£

w i l l  c a r ry  th e  e le c t io n  here w ith  the  m i l i t i a . . . .  1 am g iv in g
IS

out ammunition a l l  th e  tim e . 11 In  M iss iss ip p i*  p re -e le c tio n

p re p a ra tio n s  were desoribed  in  th e  fo llow ing  l e t t e r  from Yazoo

G itye

Mr. Thompson %  Bear 
f r ie n d *  i t  i s  w ith  p lea su re  Z w rite  you 
th is  to  inform  0 of some Politoe& l news©.
They a re  p rep a rin g  fo r  th e  e le c t io n  very  
f a s t . . .  and ^arep'buying ammunition, th e  
co lo red  fo lk s  have got 1600 Army guns A ll 
prepared  f o r  busness .16

During one campaign in  South C aro lina*  the  s to r y  was c irc u la te d

among freedmen th a t  any one of them caught vo ting  the  Democratic
17t i c k e t  would be sh o t by th e  Hegro m i l i t i a .

On e le c t io n  days* troops were very much in  evidence

14
J .  Winsmith t o  R. S . S co tt*  September 20* 1870. 

Robert K. S c o tt Papers* South C aro lina  H is to r ic a l Commission* 
Columbia* South C a ro lin a . C ited  h e re a f te r  as S co tt pap ers .

I E
J .  Crews to  C onstable . Hubbard* Ju ly  8 * 1870* 

quoted in  Report o f J o in t  In v e s tig a tin g  Committee On Public  
Frauds In  Sou^h C aro lin a  * 187f-187fe * p . S’ftj ,T

16
8 .  F . Bddin to  • Thompson* Ju ly  31* 1878* quoted 

in  A. T . Morgan* Yasoot On tHe P ick e t p ine of Freedom In  the 
S outh* (baa h in g t on * 1884) * p .' "fe'fiV Cited h e re a f te r  as Morgan* 
Yazoo.

17
B. Merton C o u lte r , The South During R econstruction* 

(Baton Rouge* 1947)* p . 8 8 6 . C ited  h e re a f te r  as C ou lte r * South 
During R econstruc tion .



50

around th e  p o ll*  . This was norm ally done w ith  the  unpublioiaed 

acquiescence o f p a r ty  lead ers*  a lthough  in  se v e ra l in s tan ces  

o f f i c i a l  sa n c tio n  waa e x p lic i t ly  g iven , th e  governor o f Texas , 

f o r  exam ple, issued  a  p roclam ation  p r io r  to  th e  e le c t io n  of 

1871 in  t h a t  s t a t e , in  which he ex p re ss ly  forbade lo i te r in g  

around th e  p o l l s ,  je e r in g  a t  o th er v o te r s ,  d rink ing  l iq u o r ,

or c a rry in g  firea rm s on e le c t io n  dayj he in s tru c te d  " m i l i t i a
•» 18 on du ty  a t  th e  p o l ls ” to  en fo rce  compliance* General Joseph

A* C ooper, o f th e  Tennessee fo r c e s ,  issued  t h i s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly

worded order t o  h is  mens

Commanders of companies and detachment# 
o f Tennessee S ta te  Guards w i l l  on the  
day of e le c t io n  on c o n su lta tio n  w ith  
t h e i r  Ifoion fr ie n d s  d i s t r ib u te  th e  men 
o f t h e i r  commands to  th e  b e s t p o ss ib le  
advantage . . . *19

As a  r e s u l t ,  m i l i t i a  fo rces were alm ost always to  be found

around th e  p o l ls  and o f te n  tim es were involved in  the  freq u en t
20e le o tio n  day d iso rd e rs  and d istu rbances*

18 proclam ation  quoted in  H erb e rt, So lid  South ,
pp* 575-378*

C irc u la r  no* 2 , issued  Ju ly  26 , 1867, AGO P i l e ,
S ta te  of Tennessee*

P a tto n , R econstruction  In  Tennessee, pp* 177-178, 251, 
Thompson, Ousting the"barpetV agger Prom South C a ro lin a , pp . 72-75. 
The N&tionTHarcH ITT1871.
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Another a re a  o f p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  in  which th e  m i l i t i a  

p a r t ic ip a te d  was in  the  numerous s t a t e  house s tru g g le s  whleh 

took p lae e  du ring  th e  p e rio d . The Texas a f f a i r  o f fe rs  a  ty p ic a l  

exam ple. In  December, 1875, th e  f a l t e r in g  Republican cause in  

Texas was d e a l t  a  stunn ing  blow when Judge Richard Coke, Demo­

c r a t i c  nominee, d e fea ted  Bdmund J* D avis, th e  Radical incum bent,

fo r  th e  governorsh ip . D av is, in  one l a s t  despera te  a ttem pt a t
51p o l i t i c a l  s u r v iv a l ,  re fu sed  to  su rren d er th e  o f f ic e .  When

Coke a r r iv e d  in  A ustin  on January  18 , 1874, to  c la im  the S ta te

House, he found h is  defea ted  r iv a l  f irm ly  entrenched in  th e
22b u ild in g , guarded by a body o f Hegro m i l i t i a .  For se v e ra l

d a y s , g re a t  excitem ent p re v a ile d . While Davis hung on aw aitin g

a  re p ly  to  h is  appeal fo r  G ra n t's  su p p o rt. Coke c a l le d  up the

T rav is  R if le s  , an  armed w hite  r i f l e  company} open c o n f l i c t
23

seemed unavoidable. At t h i s  p o in t ,  Davis received  G ran t’s
24te leg ram  re fu s in g  to  send tro o p s . Seeing the  hopelessness

21 C harles W. Rem sdell, R econstruction  In  Texas,
(Hew York, 1810), p . 516. C ited  K ereafte r as ik m a d e iT ,Texas.

22
I b id .

23
Hew York H erald , January 17 , 1874.

24
I b i d . ,  January 1 8 , 1874.
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o f h is  s i t u a t i o n ,  Davis thereupon c a p itu la te d  and the  S ta te  

House was taken  ever by Coke and h is supporters*  In  a d d itio n  

to  t h i s  in c id e n t ,  Hegro m i l i t i a  fo rces  were p re se n t during th e  

Kel 1 ogg-MsBnery s tru g g le  in  L o u is ian a , th e  lampton-Chamberlain 

co n tro v ersy  in  South C a ro lin a , and by some cu rious s e t  o f c i r ­

cumstances th e y  fought on b o th  s id e s  during  th e  Brocks-Baxter 

Her in  Arkansas *

S t i l l  ano ther p o l i t i c a l  fu n c tio n  o f th e  m i l i t i a  was 

th e  enforcem ent o f  g u b e rn a to ria l d e c la ra tio n s  o f m a r tia l  law , 

sometimes le v ie d  a g a in s t  coun ties  o f dubious p o l i t i c a l  p re ­

ference* The la r g e s t  o p e ra tio n  of t h i s  type occurred in  

A rkansas. On November 1 ,  1868, two days p r io r  to  th e  general 

e le c t  io n . Governor C layton  informed each s t a t e  l e g i s l a to r  of
A C

h is  in te n t io n  to  d e c la re  m a r tia l  law . A proclam ation  follow ed

im m ediately , the  e f f e c t  o f which was to  throw  th e  s t a te  in to
26a  fo u r  month spasm o f  v iolence* To f a c i l i t a t e  execu tion  of 

th e  p ro c lam ation , the  s t a te  was d iv ided  in to  fo u r  m il i ta ry  

d i s t r i c t s *  The D is t r i c t  o f th e  South H ast, com prising seven 

c o u n tie s , was p laced  under command of Colonel 8 * W. M allo ry , 

and m a r tia l  law remained in  e f f e c t  in  th is  a re a  u n t i l  February 6 ,

£6 J .  M. H a r re l l ,  The Brooks -B axter War, (8 t*  L ou is , 
1893), pp* 66-67* C ited  h e re a f te r  as H a r re l l ,  brooks -B axter War *

26 C lay to n , A fterm ath , p* 63.
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The D i s t r i c t  o f th e  South W est, mad© up of tw enty c o u n tie s , was 

assigned  to  8 * P# O a tte rso n , an  e x -b rig a d ie r-g e n e ra l o f D* S. 

V olun teers, In  th i s  d i s t r i c t ,  th e  proclam ation  remained e f fe c ­

t iv e  u n t i l  January  12 , 1869, The D is t r i c t  o f th e  N o rth w e s t, 

t h i r t e e n  c o u n tie s  in  a l l ,  was commanded by Colonel J ,  T* 

W atson, whose fo rces  c o n s is te d  of fou r companies o f Negro 

tro o p s o f f ic e re d  m ostly  by w hite  men. The D is t r i c t  o f the 

N orth E a s t,  made up of th e  rem aining tw enty c o u n tie s , was under 

th e  a u th o r i ty  o f General D* F* Uph&m, an ex-agent of th e  Freed- 

menfs Bureau upon whose l i f e  one a ttem pt had p rev io u s ly  been

made. Four Negro companies were Included in  th e  fo rc e s  under
27h ie  canaand* C onditions in  Arkansas during th i s  pe riod  were 

d e p lo ra b le i

Many of th e  b e s t c i t i s e n s  have f le d  fo r  
s a f e ty .  • .and many o th ers  have been 
a r r e s te d * ..*  Several men have been shot***
/arid/*, la rg e  number of horses have been
taken*• • •  S ca rce ly  a  cab in  in  th e  oounty
has escaped plunder* This work has been 
done by th e  Arkansas m i l i t i a . . .and has been 
going on fo r  more th an  two months w ith  a l ­
most in c re d ib le  sham elessness*^

27 For f u l l  account o f m a rtia l law p e rio d , see S ta p le s ,  
A rkansas, pp* 295-301, and C lay ton , A fterm ath , p . 63 e t  passim .

28 Thomas Black to  Andrew Johnson, January  14 , 1869, 
Andrew Johnson P a p e rs , M anuscripts D iv is io n , L ib ra ry  of C ongress, 
W ashington, D. C* C ited  h e re a f te r  as Johnson Papers*
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Other s ta te s  had s im ila r  ex p erfen ces. In  Texas, Limestone 

and F reestone coun ties  were p laced  under m a r tia l  law by Gover­

nor Davis T or a  te n  day period  in  1871 * S ta te  troops were 

c a l le d  in  and th e  co u n ties  were subsequently  assessed  f i f t y
29

thousand d o l la r s  to  d e fray  c o s ts  of th e  operation* The 

E irk-H olden War i n  Worth C a ro lin a , w hich la s te d  from dune to  

November, 1870, i s  ano ther i l l u s t r a t i o n  of the  c lo se  r e la t io n ­

sh ip  between m a r tia l  law and p o l i t i c a l  necessity*

While pu rsu in g  th e se  p o l i t i c a l  assignm ents , th e  

Negro m i l i t i a  committed c e r ta in  a c ts  w hich, a lthough  n o t of 

a p o l i t i c a l  n a tu re  them selves, d id  much to  aggravate  a lre a d y  

s tra in e d  fee lin g s*  When th e  m i l i t i a  was c a lle d  in to  se rv ic e  

anywhere, th e  C onservative p ress  f i l l e d  the  a i r  w ith  a t r o c i ty  

s t o r i e s ,  many of which have found th e i r  way in to  th e  l i t e r a ­

tu re  o f th e  period* I t  Is  im perative  to  p o in t out th a t  many 

o f th e se  s to r ie s  were e i th e r  g re a t ly  exaggerated or e n t i r e ly  

u n tru e . This i s  n o t to  s a y , however, t h a t  m i l i t i a  fo rces 

were a lto g e th e r  g u i l t l e s s  in  t h i s  d ire c tio n *  The most se rio u s  

o f th e se  o ffenses were crim es of v io lence committed by m il i­

tiam en , u su a lly  r e s u l t in g  in  immediate and f ie r c e  r e ta l ia t io n *  

Several murders were committed in  which s t a t e  troops

29
item sdell, Texas, p* 310*
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were im p lica te d . One such  ease  occurred In  South C aro lina  e a r ly  

in  1871 • One M att Stevens* w hile  d riv in g  a wagon loaded w ith  

b a r r e ls  o f whiskey* was accosted  by a group of approxim ately  

f o r ty  of Governor S c o tt ’ 3 Negro m il i t i a *  e v id e n tly  in  g re a t 

t h i r s t*  Upon Stevens* r e fu s a l  to  g ive them any of h is  l iq u id  

c a rg o , an a l t e r c a t io n  follow ed during  w hich Stevens was k i l l e d .  

R eprisalb  follow ed im m ediately. T h irteen  Negro m ilitiam en  were 

a r r e s te d  and j a i l e d .  Five of th ese  were fo rc ib ly  taken  from

confinem enti two were sh o t to  death* th re e  escaped. The r e ­

m aining e ig h t p riso n e rs*  w hile  being moved t o  Columbia fo r  

safekeeping* were cap tured  in  t r a n s i t  by a  la rg e  body o f armed

and d isg u ised  men and sh o t to  d e a th . In  order to  re s to re  peace ,

i t  was n eeessa ry  to  send Federal troops to  the scene . 5 0

Less se n sa tio n a l k i l l in g s  involv ing  m ilitiam en  took 

p lace  in  o th e r a re a s .  During December* 1888* a "d isgu ised  

p a r ty 0 a tta c k ed  the  home* in  Conway County* Arkansas* of A lvin 

and Wash Lewis* two Negroes suspected  of l iv in g  w ith  w hite  

p r o s t i tu t e s .  A lvin  escaped* b u t the le s s  fo r tu n a te  Wash was 

k i l l e d .  This brought to  th e  soene a co lo red  m i l i t i a  company 

under the  command o f one C aptain  Matthews, Several a r r e s t s  

were made* and one su sp ec t was sh o t and k i l le d  w hile  o s te n s ib ly

C harleston  D aily  News* January 6 * 1871. Reynolds, 
South C a ro lin a * p . 183. H arper’s Weekly* A p ril 2 9 , 1871.
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SIa ttem p tin g  to  escape . S im ila r ly , a  detachment o f m i l i t i a  

under C ap ta in  W. 0 . Rickman was involved In t i e  k i l l i n g  of 

A. P . Brown in  F ra n k lin , Tennessee, during  May, 1867. Brown 

had been a r re s te d  by Brow nlee's m i l i t i a  f o r  suspected  bush­

w hacking, and a ls o  fo r  having th rea ten ed  * to  c lean  out Riok- 

m an's* company. Bn ro u te  to  a  p lace  o f  confinem ent, Brown 

made a  break  fo r  freedom and was shot and k i l le d  by a squad o f 

m ilitiam en  under L ieu tenan t H o lt^  M ilitiam en occasionally- 

k i l l e d  one ano ther in  pe rsonal d is p u te s , bu t a s s a u l ts  of t h i s  

n a tu re  were most in fre q u e n t.

S evera l cases of incend iarism  were charged a g a in s t 

s t a t e  tro o p s , b u t th e  evidence a g a in s t them was f lim sy  in  

th e  extrem e, For in s ta n c e , a f i r e  broke cu t in  Lewisburg,

A rkansas, du ring  th e  p e rio d  of m a rtia l lew in  1863, and th e
34m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  then  s ta tio n e d  th ere  were blamed f o r  i t .  

A vailab le  evidence suggests th a t  th e  troops were more con­

cerned w ith  p u t tin g  out th e  f i r e  th an  in  s ta r t in g  one. A gain,

Hew York H erald ,  December 10 , 1868. C lay ton , 
A fterm ath , pp, 152-164.

32
8 , Hunt to  W. 0 , Brownlee, June 2 , 1867, AGO 

F i l e ,  S ta te  of Tennessee. Hunt was the  governor's  o f f i c i a l  
re p re s e n ta tiv e  to  in v e s tig a te  and re p o rt on th is  in c id e n t.

** I b id .
54 C lay ton , A fterm ath , p . 155, c i t in g  Arkansas 

G a ze tte , December 20 , I 168.
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in  South C a ro lin a , th e  so -c a lle d  Hed Tennant tro u b le s  in  January , 

1875, re s u lte d  from a  f i r e  whioh broke out on th e  p la n ta t io n  

o f M. C. B u tle r*  T ennant, Hegro c a p ta in  of th e  E dgefield  mi­

l i t i a ,  whioh had a lre a d y  engaged in  one sk irm ish  w ith  the lo c a l  

w h ite s ,  was charged w ith  hairing s ta r te d  th e  f i r e ,  and a w arran t 

was issued  fo r  h is  a r re s t*  Tennant thereupon m obilised  h is  

u n i t  end th e  r e s u l t in g  in a b i l i t y  of lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  to  make 

th e  a r r e s t  le d  to  th e  fo rm ation  of a  posse* The fo rces  c o l l id e d ,  

and an exchange of f i r e  took  place* Tennant was a r r e s te d ,  none­

t h e l e s s ,  and h is  troops tu rned  in  th e i r  guns a t  th e  E dgefield
*c

Courthouse*

Cases invo lv ing  m ilitiam en  o f rape or a ttem pted rape 

occurred in freq u en tly *  A rkansas, during  l a t e  1868 and e a r ly  

1869, seemed to  be plagued w ith  more o ffenses of th is  n a tu re  

than  any o th e r Southern s ta te *  In  December, 1668, four Hegro 

m ilitiam en  belonging to  a  Helena company, raped two w hite  wo­

men* They were a r r e s te d ,  t r ie d  by c o u r t-m a r t ia l , and condemned 

to  be shot* Sentence was c a r r ie d  out by a  f i r in g  squad oom- 

posed e n t i r e ly  o f Negroes * When General Horace P o r te r , who

F rancis B* Sim kins, P ito h fo rk  Ben T illm an ,(B aton 
jiouge, 1944), pp* 60-61* C ited  h e re a f te r  as slmECns7 Ben Tillman* 
See a ls o  Beynolde, South C a ro lin a , p* 301*

36 L e t te r  of <?• T. Watson to  P* C lay ton , OOtober 3 , 1889, 
c i te d  in  C lay ton , A fterm ath , p* 128* Watson was a  oolonel in  th e  
Arkansas s t a t e  m i l i t i a  during  th e  B econstruotion  period*
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had been s e n t to  in v e s tig a te  co n d itio n s in  A rkansas, rep o rted  

t o  h ie  s u p e r io r s ,  he c i te d  an  in s tan c e  where a "negro m i l i t i a ­

man o e m it te d  rape on a  w hite  woman” and “was im m ediately

a r re s te d  by General Cat te rso n * . . t r i e d ,  c o n v ic te d , and prom ptly 
37ex ecu ted ,"  Governor C layton ru e fu l ly  adm itted  th a t  th e re  

were eases in  Arkansas where w hite  women had been v io la te d  by 

Hegro m ilitiam en ' 30

A d d itio n a l cause f o r  bad fe e l in g  re s u lte d  from mi­

l i t i a  a c t i v i t i e s  during  p e rio d s  o f enforcem ent o f m a r tia l  law .
39A rb itra ry  a r r e s t s  and leng thy  d e te n tio n s  were no t unknown,

and th e re  were in s tan c es  where p r iso n e rs  were re c ip ie n ts  of
40bo th  verbal and p h y sica l abuse* T r ia ls  by c o u rt-m a r tia l  

were held  in  se v e ra l s t a t e s ,  and in  c e r ta in  extreme cases con­

v ic ted  p riso n e rs  were e x e c u t e d C o n f i s c a t i o n  o f p r iv a te  

p ro p e rty  by m i l i t i a  fo rce s  a ls o  o ccu rred , bu t these  lo sse s  were

37
L e tte r  o f General Horace P o rte r  to  U. $• G ran t, 

December 2 6 , 1866, quoted in  New York T ribune, January 9 , 1869.
36

John Gould F le tc h e r ,  A rkansas, (Chapel H i l l ,  1947), 
p« 220* C ited  h e re a f te r  as F le tc h e r , Arkansas *

39
Senate Report no , JL, 24 C ong., 1 se s s * , p* 311*

W illiam  H* B a t t l e , The Habeas Corpus P roceed ings, 
(B a le ig h , 1870), p .  67.

41 g tokely  Morgan was p u b lic ly  sho t a f t e r  co n v ic tio n  by 
a  m il i ta ry  c o u rt in  Arkansas in  1668. Morgan was t r ie d  by m il i ­
t a r y  commission fo r  co m p lic ity  in  the  b ru ta l  murder of a  Negro 
and a deputy s h e r i f f '  C lay ton , A fterm ath , pp. 117-118.
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42in  many cases made good by subsequent l e g i s la t iv e  a c t io n .

W hile o p e ra tin g  in  th e  f i e l d ,  m i l i t i a  force*  a ls o  p e rfe c te d

and employed refinem ents in  th e  a r t  of b lackm ail. A f a v o r i te

p r a c t is e  was to  e x to r t  money from r e la t iv e s  in  exchange fo r
43th e  re le a s e  o f  a  kinsman th e n  in  custody o f th e  m i l i t i a .  

“P ro tec tion , papers* were ano ther source o f revenue fo r  m i l i t i a ­

men. One p r iso n e r  pa id  one hundred f i f t y  d o l la r s  fo r  immediate 

re le a s e  and fu tu re  immunity, w hile  a n o th e r . In  o rder to  secure 

th e  n ecessa ry  two hundred d o l la r s  fo r  h is  freedom , was given 

a  “p a ro le*  to  go home and r a is e  th e  cash* “Safeguards* , 

such as th e  fo llo w in g , were issu ed  by commanders in  exchange 

f o r  sp e c if ie d  sums:

h e ad q u a rte rs , North E ast Arkansas 
A ugusta, December 29 , 1868

A safeguard  i s  hereby granted  dames B.
C urrie  and fam ily  and a l l  p ro p e rty  of 
w hatsoever kind belonging to  him. A ll 
o f f ic e r s  and s o ld ie rs  under t h i s  com­
mand a re  th e re fo re  commanded to  re sp e c t 
t h i .  sa feg u a rd . ^  p< ^

B rig . G e n 'l ,  Commanding. ^

42 L e tte r  o f C ap ta in  Rodney, DBA, t o  Colonel F ranks,
OS A, Ju ly  30 , 1870, quoted in  Senate Hep or t  no. 1 ,̂ 42 Cong.,
1 s e e s . ,  p .  lx x v i i .  H a r r e l l , Brooks-Baxter War,~p. 82.

45  L e t te r  from M. Gregory to  U. Rose, August 14 , 1918, 
quoted in  U. M. Rose, “C lay to n 's  A fterm ath of the  C iv il  War in  
A rkansas*, P u b lica tio n s  o f th e  Arkansas H is to r ic a l A sso c ia tio n . 
IV (1917), BKT ~

44 H a r re l l ,  Brooks-Baxter War, p . 82.

46  I b id .



Less im portant b u t e q u a lly  d is tu rb in g  were th e  minor 

depredation®  commit te d  by th e  m il i t ia *  Brawling was no t as in ­

freq u e n t as might have been desired*  Whenever a m ilitiam an  be­

came involved in  a s t r e e t  f i g h t ,  he could g e n e ra lly  count on
<46and u s u a lly  asked f o r  th e  support o f h is  comrades* A f ig h t  

between a w hite  r e s id e n t  and a  Hegro m ilitiam an  alm ost led  to  

& r i o t  in  Y o rk v ille , South C a ro lin a , in  February , 1870. Only 

th rough  th e  in te rv e n tio n  of a  b r ig a d ie r-g e n e ra l of s t a te  mi­

l i t i a ,  who rushed v ia  t r a i n  t o  th e  soene , was bloodshed av erted  * ^

The L aurens, South C a ro lin a , r i o t  o f October 2 0 , 1370, in  whioh
43se v e ra l Negroes were k i l l e d ,  was p re c ip ita te d  by a f i s t  f ig h t*  

A dd itiona l causes f o r  com plaint a g a in s t th e  m i l i t i a  re s u lte d  from 

t h e i r  use o f th re a te n in g  g estu res  and obscene l a n g u a g e T h e n ,  

to o ,  th e f t s  and rumors o f t h e f t s ,  were q u ite  commonplace*

46
Testimony of James Chesnut* louse  o f Represen­

t a t iv e s  Report no* 2 2 , pt* 3 ,  1 ,  42 Cong*, 2 se e s* , p . 430*

47 Testimony of Thomas Graham* I b id », p . 711*
jt a

Anderson (S . C .) I n te l l ig e n c e r , October 27 , 1870* 
Reynolds, South C a ro lin a ,  p . 127. LolanH’7 Voice From C a ro lin a , 
p * 52 *

49
^* .  Gamble to  J .  Cooper, Ju ly  14 , 1867* AGO 

F i l e ,  S ta te  "of^Tennessee* Cooper was in  command of th e  Tennessee 
S ta te  Guard*
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M ilitiam en were aeoused of tak in g  ^anything In  s ig h t11 and one

C onservative  spokesman com plained; ttI f  we have an y th in g , *»

th ey  w an t, th e y  tak e  i t* • • c u rs e  us fo r  d***«d r e b e ls ,  and say
*50th e y  w i l l  pay us back* While encamped on th e  P a ir  Grotmds

o f B row nsv ille , th e  free-handed a c tio n s  o f th e  Tennessee

S ta te  Guards brought f o r th  th e  fo llow ing  commenti

*Broimlow*s m slish* have a rr iv e d ,* *  and 
t h e i r  f i r s t  a c t  was to  cap tu re  some 
f i f t y  dollar®  w orth of lumber a t  th e  
depot on t h e i r  a r r iv a l*  Afterw ards 
th e y  d ire c te d  t h e i r  a t te n t io n  t o  rob­
b ing  o f h en -ro o s ts

O ccasional a c ts  which might b e s t  be described  as 

s o c ia l  annoyances a ls o  caused resentm ent* For example, th e  

wedding of a prom inent lo c a l  couple in  Johnson County, Arkan­

sas , was broken up by a detachment o f Negro m i l i t i a  in  a s t i l l  

unexplained m il i ta r y  d iversion*  In  th e  subsequent f i r i n g ,  

fo u r of th e  Negroes were wounded * ^  When *K irk9s Lambs11, 

as th e  N orth C aro lina  troops were d e r is iv e ly  nicknamed, were 

s ta tio n e d  a t  Camp Bolden, near Y anceyv ille , th ey  very  n e a rly

50 D ally  Arkansas G a se tte , December 15 , 1865*

N ashv ille  Union and D ispa tch , February 19 , 1867* 
A lso N ashville  flepublloan Banner , A rc it  'S, 1867*

52
H a r re l l ,  Brooke-Baxter War, pp , 84-65*
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provoked & r i o t  by undressing  and bath ing  w ith in  f u l l  view of
j£«

th e  in h a b ita n t#  o f  th e  town. C aptain  C1 ingan o f th e  Tennessee 

S ta te  Guard, aroused th e  I r e  of the  co un try side  by having a  man 

r id d en  o u t o f town on a r a i l  fo r  ha-rlng t r i e d  to  persuade h is  

Hegro e o ld ie re  t e  d e s e r t .  Governor Holden was roundly  d e - 

nounced by Horth C a ro lin ian s  fo r  th rea te n in g  to  use h is  troops 

t o  p rev en t th e  a r r e s t  of one of h is  subo rd ina tes by the  c iv i l  

authority.® ®

Other annoyances o f considerab le  nuisance value were 

d i r e c t ly  connected w ith  m i l i t i a  d r i l l s .  According to  one r e ­

p o r t ,

They were c o n s ta n tly  parad ing  the s t r e e t s  
w ith  those guns on th e i r  shoulders* You 
would pass along th e  road a t  any tim e o f 
day and meet th e se  negroes w ith  guns; 
could hear them f i r in g  c o n s ta n tly  during  
th e  day time and n ig h t time.®®

55
Ham ilton. Horth C a ro lin a , p .  516.

54 H aahville  Union and D isp a tch , dune 1 . 1667.
65 Holden, on hearing  of the  a r r e s t  o f h is  a u d i to r ,  

exclaim edt 11 Supreme C ourt or no Supreme C o u rt. C hief J u s tic e  
or no C hief J u s t i c e .  d . . . . d  i f  my o f f ic ia l s  s h a l l  go to  j a i l .  
I f  th ey  d o . i t  s h a l l  be over th e  dead bodies of my m i l i t i a .*4 
Ham ilton. Horth C a ro lin a , pp . 532-365.

66
Testimony of Hobert W. 6 hand. House of Represen­

t a t iv e s  Report no.  2 2 . p t .  S . XI. 42 Gong.. S s o s s . .  p . 069.



Shots were f i r e d  in d is c r im in a te ly  by m ilitiam en  going to  and 

re tu rn in g  from m usters} using  guns fu rn ish ed  them by th e  s t a t e , 

th e y  f re q u e n tly  v is i te d  t h e i r  s p i te  on th e i r  w h ite  ne ighbor’ s 

property*  L ives took  were f re q u e n tly  ambushed, and th e  w hite 

m an's dog, t h a t  c re a tu re  which so o f te n  ou td is tan ced  I t s  m aster 

in  n o i s i ly  d isc rim in a tin g  a g a in s t th e  blaok man, became a 

f a v o r i te  t a r g e t . 57 Numerous c r is e s  were brought about as a 

r e s u l t  o f m i l i t i a  companies marching “company front**, thus 

fo rc in g  w h ites o f f  the  s t r e e ts *  Such a  t r i v i a l  th in g  was th e  

immediate cause o f th e  bloody r i o t  a t  Hamburg, South C a ro lin a . 

Then, to o ,  m i l i t i a  c a p ta in s  seemed to  have f e l t  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  

com pulsion to  d e liv e r  in cen d ia ry  speeches to  th e i r  troops*

Joe Crews, m i l i t i a  le a d e r  in  L aurens, South C a ro lin a , was 

quoted as t e l l i n g  h is  men th a t  th e y  should never u n ite  w ith  

th e  w hites in  any movement, and t h a t  i f  th ey  wanted p ro ­

v is io n s  and could not a ffo rd  them , to  go in to  th e  f i e ld s  and 

ta k e  what th ey  wanted} and i f  w hites “did no t s e t t l e  w ith  them 

th e  way th e y  thought was r i g h t , 1* th en  th e y  should “burn them 

out o f  house and home,11 adding th a t  “matches were cheap*1*55 

Such speeches, a lthough  received  w ith  g re a t enthusiasm  by th e

57
Testimony o f James Chesnut, Ib id *, p* 467*

58
Columbia (S . C .) D ally  phoenix , September 7 , 1670*
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assem bled tro o p s , served only to  enrage th e  a lre a d y  ausp ic ious 

w h ites  •

Perhaps th e  g re a te s t  nuisance of a l l  was the  in ce ssan t 

n o ise  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  d r i l l s .  A fa v o r i te  t r i c k  of

men re tu rn in g  from m aster was to  scrape  a  bayonet ra p id ly  along 

a  p ic k e t  fe n c e , a rousing  a l l  l i g h t  s le e p e rs  w ith in  a  re sp ec tab le
59

ra d iu s . Every d r i l l  squad somehow managed to  o b ta in  a  drum,

and th e  evening calm was sh a tte re d  by the  s te ad y  cadence o f

th e i r  b e a t .  Many f ig h ts  re s u lte d  from a ttem pts by w hites to
60

s ile n c e  th e re  n o c tu rn a l poundings* Drummer boys were o f te n  

s in g led  o u t f o r  In d iv id u a l a t te n t io n  a t  th e  none too  tender 

hands o f  a n t i - m i l i t i a  g ro u p s .^  C e rta in  more favored m i l i t i a  

u n its  had , in  a d d it io n  to  th e i r  drummers , f u l l - s c a le  m il i ta ry  

bands whose m usicians e a g e rly  c o n trib u ted  to  th e  din* That 

th e se  bands p layed a  ro le  invo lv ing  more th an  music i s  s tro n g ly  

suggested by th e  fo llow ing  req u e s t from a  bandleader to  th e

§9
James B rew ster, Sketches o f Southern M ystery, 

T reason ,  and Murder,(n»p* , n .d . )  pV' lfiF* O ited "bier©after 
as  B rew ster, S ke tches.

60
A good example i s  the  r i o t  a t  New Hope Church, 

M iss iss ip p i in  Septem ber, 1875* Harper’s Weekly, September 11, 
1876.

@1
Testimony of Wesley A lexander. Beport of Evidence 

Taken Before th e  M ilita ry  Committee, 36 th  General' Assembly, 
S ta te  of Tennessee , I M s , p . M .  — _ ™
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ffodioal governor o f h is  s ta te s  **I would l ik e  to  borrow about 

24 guns fo r  th e  use o f our b rass  band*, *.

Before moving on to  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  of s p e c if ic  

case  h is to r ie s  of m i l i t i a  p u rs u its  a i t  should be re-emph&aifced 

th a t  th e  purpose of t h i s  ch ap te r was n o t to  compile a c a ta lo g  

of h o rro rs  by which to  eondemn th e  m i l i t i a ,  bu t to  fu rn is h  

s u f f ic ie n t  f a c tu a l  d a ta  in  o rder to  a r r iv e  a t  something l ik e  a 

t ru e  p ic tu re  of m i l i t i a  a c t iv i ty *  As th e  read er s h a l l  s e e ,  

th e se  a c t i v i t i e s  were n o t ,  in  them selves, th e  r e a l  reason  fo r  

th e  even tual d is t r u c t io n  o f the  m i l i t i a ,  bu t th ey  must be r e ­

cognised  as having kept a l iv e  the  co a ls  o f ha tred  whioh were 

to  make d e s tru c t io n  in ev itab le*

From th e  fo rego ing  su rv ey , c e r ta in  g e n e ra lisa tio n s  

oan be advanced* For one th in g , a lthough  o r ig in a l ly  organised 

as a  p ro te c tiv e  d e v ic e , m i l i t i a  fo rce s  were in e v ita b ly  con­

v e rte d  in to  ag g ress iv e  p o l i t i c a l  instrum ents* For a n o th e r , 

th i s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  p o l i t i c s ,  p lu s th e  r e s u l t in g  depre­

d a t io n s ,  d is tu rb a n c e s , and minor so c ia l  annoyances were th e  

immediate causes fo r  th e  expressed h o s t i l i t y  o f the  Conser­

vatives*  L ast of a l l ,  crim es of v io lence committed by m i l i ­

tiam en were so in freq u e n t th a t  they  oan be dism issed as the

62
H* Smith to  A* Ames, August 50 , 1675, quoted in  

Senate iteport no* 627, 44 Cong*, 1 s e s s * , p* 25*



in e v i ta b le  ooneom itant o f p ro trao to d  m il i ta ry  a c t iv i ty *  When 

viewed from the  p e rsp ec tiv e  o f o v e ra ll m i l i t i a  opera tions in  

th e  South bmring R eco n stru c tio n , one 's  re a c tio n  is  no t so 

much o f h o rro r a t  an excessive  number of overt a c ts  comm itted, 

b u t one of s u rp r is e  th a t  th e re  were no more*



M IN S m L S  AND EHINDLiS-TAlLS

Among th e  g r in  iro n ie s  of Hoc one t r a c t i o n ,  no m  was 

more p ro p h e tic  th an  the  f a c t  t h a t  A rkansas, a f t e r  th e  inaugu­

r a t io n  o f Governor C layton  in  J u ly , 1868, was welcomed back 

to  th e  s is te rh o o d  o f s t a te s  w ith  a  m il i ta ry  s a lu te  o f f i f t e e n  

guns* This was a  most f i t t i n g  c e le b ra tio n , s in ce  th a t  tu rb u ­

l e n t  s t a t e  would con tinue  to  hear sporadio  f i r i n g  fo r  s ix  

years fo llo w in g . A n o t in co n sid erab le  amount o f th i s  shooting  

was d i r e c t l y  connected w ith  th e  Negro m i l i t i a ,  fo r  in  no o ther 

Southern s t a t e  were th e s e  fo rces  used as o fte n  or as a c t iv e ly  

as in  A rkansas.

The f i r s t  wave o f m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t y  re s u lte d  from 

th e  g u b e rn a to ria l d e c la ra tio n  of m a rtia l law la s t in g  from No­

vember, 1868, to  February , 1869.* This pu rg a tiv e  f a i le d  to  

cu re  any fu ndamental p o l i t i c a l  sickness in  t h a t  most a f f l i c t e d  

s t a t e  and when viewed in  r e t r o s p e c t ,  th e  so c ia l  u n re s t ,  mobi­

l i s a t i o n  of Negro t ro o p s , and re s u l tin g  v io lence  were mere 

harb ingers of th in g s  to  come. For once a g a in , in  th e  sp rin g  

of 1874, p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were to  throw th a t  u n fo rtuna te

1
For d e t a i l s ,  see Chapter I I I .
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s t a t e  in to  a  fu l l- f le d g e d  c i v i l  war* and Hegro farm ers were 

once more to  leav e  th e i r  f i e ld s  to  e n ro l l  in  the  m il i ta ry  

fo rc e s  o f the  s t a t e .  Only, t h i s  tim e , th e  circum stances would 

be c o n sid e rab ly  d i f f e r e n t .  Both p a r t ie s  in  th e  s tru g g le  would 

be Arkansas R epublicans, and a t  is  so  o ften  th e  case  when good 

f r ie n d s  f a l l  o u t ,  th e  f ig h t  would be a f i e r c e  one.

The background fo r  th e  s o -c a lle d  Brooks-Baxter War 

of A pril*  1874, i s  h o p e le ss ly  entwined in  th e  e lu s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  

h is to ry  o f th e  preced ing  y e a rs . Powell C lay ton , who had come 

to  Arkansas w ith  th e  Union Army and had decided to  remain* was 

e le c te d  governor in  1668 and held t h a t  o ff io e  u n t i l  March*

1871, when he en te red  th e  tfctlted S ta te s  S enate . During h is  

most a c tiv e  a d m in is tra t io n , th e  Republican P a r ty  in  Arkansas 

was faced  w ith  th e  se rio u s  problem o f in te rn a l  d iv is io n .

C layton* w h ile  e s s e n t ia l ly  a  courageous man, was w anting in

th e  t a c t  and fo re s ig h t  whioh a re  so necessary  in  o rder to  weld
2d is p a ra te  segments in to  a  homogeneous p a r ty . For two years* 

he s u c c e s s fu lly  prevented a  schism , b u t seeds of d isco rd  were 

f irm ly  p lan ted  in  the  p o l i t i c a l  s o i l  o f  Arkansas $ v i s ib le  

sig n s  o f d isse n s io n  had appeared as e a r ly  as 1870. When C layton 

resigned  the  governorship in  order to  tak e  a  Senate sea t*  h is

2
S ta p le s , Arkansas * pp. 276-278



continued  c o n tro l of the s t a t e  was p r a c t ic a l ly  assured  through 

ex ecu tio n  of a  maneuver which brought 0* A* Hadley, long-tim e 

C lay ton  s a t e l l i t e ,  in to  th e  execu tive  mansion. Hadley was 

co n sid erab ly  le s s  adept th an  h is  p redecessor in  p o l i t i c a l  d i ­

plom acy, and during  h is  b r i e f  a d m in is tra tio n *  th e  p a r ty  s p l i t  

wide open, t h i s  s p l in te r in g  was due t o  two c o n s id e ra tio n s .

The f i r s t  of th e se  was th e  f a o t  t h a t  b i t t e r  enm ities on th e  

lo c a l  scene made i t  im possible  f o r  contending fo rce s  to  opera te  

w ith in  th e  framework o f one p a r ty , A second c o n s id e ra tio n  was 

t h a t  Arkansas was only a  microcosm o f th e  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  

sc en e , where th e  R epublican P a r ty  was being ripped  by th e  

L ib e ra l Republican re v o lt*  The b o lte r s  in  Arkansas r a l l i e d  to  

th e  s tandard  o f Joseph Brooks, "b lack -bearded , heavy s e t ,  

s u l le n  looking  form er ex h o rte r and e v a n g e lis t from Iowa," 

who had f i r s t  come to  Arkansas as ch ap la in  to  a Hegro r e g i­

ment o f United S ta te s  tro o p s .3 The Regular Republicans remained 

tinder th e  c o n tro l o f Clayton*,

The e le c t io n  of 1872 brought th e  in tr a -p a r ty  b a t t l e  

ou t in to  th e  open w ith  each  group nominating a complete t ic k e t*

5
F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p* 208* Powell C lay ton , in  r e ­

fe ren ce  to  Brooks, once s a id < "w ith  th e  excep tion  of m y se lf, 
he perhaps was•• .th e  most unpopular man in  th e  whole s t a t e , "  
C lay ton , A fterm ath , p* 347*
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The l ib e r a l  f a c t io n ,  w ith  Brooks as th e i r  c a n d id a te , began an

a l l - o u t  war on th e  C layton group. The Regular R epublicans,

w ith  C lay ton  s t i l l  in  th e  d r iv e r 1* s e a t ,  chos© JSlisha B ax te r,

a  q u ie t ,  hard w orking, e x -o iro u t judge a* th e i r  man. B a x te r 's

two most prom inent q u a li f ic a tio n s  seemed to  have been hi*

ind ic tm en t fo r  tre a so n  by th e  Confederacy and h is  freedom from

any p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  shady f in a n c ia l  deals  of th e  C layton

era*  th e  B axter t i c k e t  endorsed th e  Grant a d m in is tra tio n

w hile  th e  Brook* group pledged them selves to  support Horace

G reeley and G rata Brown.4 The Democrats, In  o rder to  p lay

t h e i r  advantage to  th e  h i l t ,  made no nom inations them selves,

b u t in fo rm a lly  agreed t o  support B rocks, la rg e ly  because he

was a n ti-C la y to n ,

A very l iv e ly  campaign ensued, in  which th e  two wings

of th e  sh a tte re d  Republican P a rty  received  nicknames d estin ed

t o  became p a r t  of th e  p o l i t i c a l  vocabulary o f A rkansas. The

C layton su p p o rte rs  , o r Regulars , were dubbed Mm in s tre ls"  ,

and a lthough  th e  a c tu a l reason  i s  vague, one a u th o r i ty  suggests

th a t  i t  was derived  from th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  sang "more sw eetly
5to  C lay to n 's  e a r s ."  The Brooks fo llo w e rs , on th e  o th e r hand, 

became known as "B rindle-Tails**, as a r e s u l t  of a Brooks

4
American Annual C yclopaedia, 1674, (Hew York, 1875),

p .  37 .
&

F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p . 230.
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supporter**  comparison of h is  lead er to  a  b r in d le - ta i l  h u ll

which * bellowed 9 0  loud  th a t  i t  soared a l l  th e  o ther c a t t l e  
6h a lf  to  d e a th ,” i&publ lean  versus Hopuhl lean  produced a 

campaign as l iv e ly  and in te r e s t in g  as any two p a r ty  c o n te s t 

b e fo re  or since*  Negro JSepubl loans in  one group used many 

o f th e  g e n e ra lly  recognised  C onservative c lic h e s  t o  d esc rib e  

th e  shortcom ings o f Negroes on th e  o th e r side* Prominent 

carpetbaggers o u ts tr ip p e d  one ano ther in  denouncing ca rp e t*
7

baggery , and Brooke s e t  th e  tone o f th e  campaign by d e c la r­

ing t h a t ,  i f  e le c te d , he would f i l l  th e  county j a i l  "so  f u l l

of Clayton* s fo llo w ers  th a t  t h e i r  arms and leg s would s t ic k
„8

ou t o f th e  windows*"

The e le c t io n  o f November & was accompanied by many 

i r r e g u la r i t ie s *  The s t a t e  m i l i t i a ,  now le g a l ly  under c o n tro l 

o f Hadley, bu t a c tu a l ly  s t i l l  a t  th e  d isp o sa l o f C lay ton , 

were p laced  around th e  p o lls*  When th e  r e s u l ts  were o f f i c i a l l y

6
Ib id .

7 One group o f Negro s o ld ie r s  voiced th e  sentim ent 
th a t  "no damned carp e t-b ag g er would be allowed to  s ta y  in  th e  
co u n try ."  T heir le a d e r ,  John J* W illiam s, was th e  most promi­
nent lo c a l  member of the  sp e c ie * » Testimony of John B ills*
House of JBepresentatlves hep or t  no* 2 ,  45 Cong*, 2 s e s s * , p* 545*

3
F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p* 231*



72

announced in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e , Baxter was d ec lared  th e  v ic to r
Q

and d u ly  i n s t a l l e d ,  Brooke a ttem pted to  o b ta in  an in ju n c tio n

in  the  United S ta te s  co u rts  to  p reven t B ax te r’s a c c e ss io n , but
10th e  case  was thrown out* A subsequent appeal to  th e  l e g i s ­

la tu r e  was a ls o  r e je c te d .  F in a lly *  in  despera tion*  Brooks 

f i l e d  s u i t  a g a in s t B axter in  th e  P u lask i County Court* bu t 

i t  was by th i s  tim e g e n e ra lly  assumed th a t  no th ing  would come 

o f th e  a c t io n .  Subsequent events were to  prove th i s  one of 

th e  g re a t  m isea lo u la tio n s  of th e  decade.

F if te e n  months la te r *  on Wednesday* A p ril 15 , 1674* 

th e  P u la sk i c o u rt rendered a  s u rp r is e  decision*  a p p a ren tly  based 

more on p o l i t i c s  th an  on law* fav o rin g  Brooks Armed w ith  

& c o u r t  o rder and surrounded by lo y a l su p p o rte rs  * among whom 

was G eneral C a tte rso n  o f m artia l- la w  fame* now dressed  in  f u l l

m i l i t i a  uniform and ca rry in g  a  r i f l e *  Brooks Invaded th e  S t a t e

12Bouse and ordered Baxter o u t . Upon h is  re fu s a l to  comply,

9
Ib id ,

10
American Annual C yclopaedia* 1874* p * 88.

11AA I b id ,

12
Tfem Buren (Arkansas) Free P re s s * A pril 21* 1874. 

F le tch er*  Arkansas * p .  234, American Annual C yclopaedia,
1874* p .  38.



75

B axter waft fo re  ib ly  e je c te d  from the  of f lo e  by two of C attarson*s

man. Aft he waft led  from th e  room, he tu rn ed  to  h ie  r iv a ls  and

s lc w lv , d e l ib e r a te ly ,  and p ro p h e tic a lly  u tte re d  what might

e a s i ly  be c a l le d  th e  understatem ent of th e  e ra ;  "You w i l l  hear

from ms ag a in  soon.**3

The next f iv e  days were marked by fe v e r is h  a c t iv i t y

as b o th  s id e s  took  s te p s  to  s o l id i f y  th e i r  p o s itio n s*  Brooks

s e t t l e d  down in  th e  S ta te  House w ith  approxim ately  th re e  hundred
14armed men, m ostly  Negroes, on guard* th e  Baxter fo rce s  s e t  

up headquarte rs in  th e  Anthony House, f a v o r i te  p o l i t i c a l  g a th e r­

ing p lac e  in  L i t t l e  Book, w ith in  easy  gunshot o f the  S ta te  
15House* Arkansas now had two governors, bo th  of whom were

f r a n t i c a l l y  sending claim s of leg itim acy  to  P re s id e n t Grant*

As soon as  Brook* had become acclim ated  to  h is  new su rround ings,

he s e n t  a  te legram  t o  Grant c la m in g  to  be the  le g a l  governor

o f A rkansas, and requested  th a t  th e  s t a te  arm  in  s to rag e  a t
ISth e  Federal a rs e n a l be d e liv e re d  to  him* Baxter sim ultaneously

F le tc h e r ,  A rkansas, p . 255.

1 4  i b i d »« p* 2 3 6 ■
15

American Annual C yclopaedia, 1874, p . 58.
16

Joseph Brooke to  Ulyesee 8* G ran t, A pril 15 , 1874, 
quoted in  i b id ,  p . 59*
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rep o rte d  th e  d e ta i l s  o f h is  o u s te r  to  the  p re s id e n t ,  and a l ­

though he expressed hope th a t  th e  d isp u te  would be s e t t l e d  

"w ithou t bloodshed11, he s ta te d  h is  firm  in te n t io n  wto  take  

m easures im m ediately to  resume p o ssess io n  o f the s t a t e  p roperty"  

and to  m ain ta in  h ie  a u th o r i ty  as r ig h t f u l  governor.*7 The 

p r e s id e n t ,  a c t in g  th rough  h is  A ttorney  G eneral, George H, 

W illiam s, answered bo th  c la im an ts on th e  fo llow ing  day. P er­

haps p rev ious re a c tio n s  to  h is  Southern p o lic y  had made him

c a u tio u s , f o r  w ith o u t recogn ising  th e  a u th o r i ty  of e i t h e r ,
18he re fu sed  to  send troops to  support Baxter o r to  allow

18Brooks to  secu re  guns from th e  a r s e n a l .

B axter thereupon declared  m a rtia l  law In  P u lask i
20

County in  which th e  o a p i t e l ,  L i t t l e  Book, was s i tu a te d .

He reo rg an ised  th e  m i l i t i a ,  p lac in g  them under command of
2 i

General Hobart C. Newton, form er C onfederate o f f i c e r .

17
B lisha  Baxter to  Ulysses S. G ran t, A pril IS , 1874, 

quoted in  i b id .
18 Ulysses 8 . G rant to  E lish a  B ax te r, A pril 16 , 1874, 

quoted in  ib id .
19 Ulysses S . Grant to  Joseph Brooks, A pril 16 , 1874, 

quoted in  ib id .

Van Buren (A rkansas) Free P re s s , A pril 2 1 , 1867.
21

F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p . 239.
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At th e  same* Brooke issued  an o rder revoking a l l  of B a x te r 's  

m i l i t i a  appoin tm ents, announced h is  own s e le c t io n s , and placed 

supreme command in  the  hands of dames F. Fagan, a ls o  an  ©x-
og

Confederate* A ll in  a l l*  the  scene was lu d ic ro u s ly  rem in is­

cen t o f th a t  unseemly period  in  m edieval church h is to ry  when 

r iv a l  popes hu rled  anathema and exo©mmunic&tion upon one another* 

And w h ile  th e se  scenes were being  em oted* C aptain  T. B. Hose* 

in  command o f the  Federal troops s ta tio n e d  in  t i t t l e  Hook* 

a c tin g  on o rders from Washington* issued  warnings to  bo th  s ides 

to  avoid © o llis ion*23

Meanwhile* bo th  s id e s  continued p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  war* 

Arms were se a lo u s ly  sought fo r  t h e i r  re sp ec tiv e  su p p o rte rs . 

A ttem pts to  borrow guns from the  Federal a rse n a l met w ith  f l a t  

r e fu s a l  from C ap ta in  Hose* Brocks fo rce s  broke in to  th e  s t a te

a rs e n a l  and took a  hundred stand  of arms and two cannon which
24were s t r a te g ic a l ly  p laced  around the  S ta te  House* A personal 

f r ie n d  of Brooks' named kcDiarmid was se n t to  St* Louis to  

p rocure  arms oh the  b a s is  o f a  f i f t y  thousand d o lla r  ap p ro p ria ­

t io n  which Brooks claim ed to  have* His e f f o r t s  were amply

22
H arre ll*  Brooks-Baxter War* p . 207*

23
American Annual C yclopaedia* 1874* p* 41.

24
H arre ll*  Brooks-Baxter War* p . 214*
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rew ardedi two thousand S p rin g fie ld  r i f l e s , th i r t e e n  thousand

rounds of ammunition, and se v e ra l eases o f revo lvers were shipped
25in to  L i t t l e  Book fo r  Brocks p a rtisa n s*  The occupants o f th e

S ta te  House were a ls o  supp lied  w ith  se v e ra l earlo ad s o f p ro v i­
de

s io n s ,  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  an extended siege* Baxter adheren ts

had n o t been id le  e ith e r*  th e  stocks o f th re e  lo c a l  gun mer-
27chants were se ise d  and issued  to  r e c r u i ts  as they  arrived*

The deposed governor se n t W illiam  B* Woodruff as h is pe rsonal
28envoy to  Texas on a  g u n -ra is in g  e x p e d itio n , w hile on th e  lo c a l 

sc e n e , some of the  more fe rv e n t B a x te rite s  unearthed a  s ix ty -  

fo u r pound s ie g e  gun which had l a in  encrusted  in  r iv e r  bank 

mud fo r  th e  nine long years s in c e  th e  end o f th e  war* Un­

o f f i c i a l l y  c h ris te n e d  "L ad y  B axter11, i t  was unspiked and re ­

fu rb ish e d , th en  hauled to  the  Anthony House lawn w here, aimed 

fo rb id d in g ly  in  the  general d i r e e t io n  of th e  enemy, i t  enjoyed 

one l a s t  moment of g lo ry  before being honorably r e t i r e d ,  w ith  

a  s u i ta b ly  in sc rib e d  plaque a tta c h e d , to  a p laoe of d is t in c t io n  

on th e  S ta te  House grounds to  receive  homage from fu tu re

2b Benjamin S* Johnson, "The Brooks-Baxter W ar", 
p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  Arkansas H is to r ic a l  Commission, XI 
(1908), 146-14®.

26 Ibid.
27 f l e t c h e r ,  A rkansas, p* 241*

28 I b i d . ,  p .  252.
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29g en era tio n s  of s ig h ts e e r s .

H einforeem eate, p r im a rily  fo r  B ax te r, poured in to

L i t t l e  Hook from a l l  d ire c tio n s  * coming by hors ©hack , wagon.

t r a i n  and boat* Bpon a r r i v a l ,  th e y  were sworn in to  th e  s t a te

guard* armed* and assigned  a  b i l l e t*  The most c o lo r fu l  le a d e r

to  emerge on e i th e r  a id e  was H, King White* " t a l l ,  rawboned*

red-headed and frec k led "  swashbuckler* who although  only  twenty*
soe ig h t years of  age* was a  v e te ran  o f Morgan’s ra id e rs*  At

th e  o u tse t  o f the  tro u b le *  he had telegraphed  Baxter prom ising
SIto  " fu rn is h  1,000 men, i f  n ece ssa ry , to  r e in s ta te  you*"

Be was as good as h is  word* On S a tu rday , A p ril 18* the  steam er

Mary Boyd a rr iv e d  in  L i t t l e  Hock bearing  White and h is  army of

th re e  hundred " s tra w h a tte d ,  c o a tle ss*  and la rg e ly  unanaed mob
*32

of Negro f i e ld  hands." Greeted by an imposing a rra y  of lo c a l  

d ig n i ta r ie s  in  a  ceremony complete w ith  b rass band and m a r tia l  

tunes*  the  Negroes paraded from th e  land ing  to  the Anthony House 

headquarters s ing ing  what was to  become known as th e  "Baxter

"Lady Baxter" ©an s t i l l  be seen today by v is i to r s  
to  th e  Old C ap ito l in  L i t t l e  Hook*

30 B a rre ll*  Brooks-Baxter War* p* £30.
31

King White to  E lish a  Baxter* A pril 18* 1674* quoted 
in  ib id ** p* 216*

32 F letch er . Arkansas* p . 241*



78

Song* j

Bo you seo th a t  boat com© around th e  bend?
Goodbye, nay lo v e r ,  goodbye*
I t *8 loaded doom w ith  Baxter man.
Goodbye, ay  lo v e r ,  goodbye !$$

Another boatload  o f  Baxter tro o p i a rr iv e d  aboard th e  

K it ty  H sg ler* The e m i r ,  J .  0 . H eg ler, o f C in c in n a ti , hoping 

to  make a  quick p r o f i t  as a  troop  c a r r i e r ,  took m  a  load  of 

Negro s o ld ie r s  a t  p in e  B luff# S a g le r 'e  hopes were u n fo rtu n a te ly  

b lig h te d  by h is  p a sse n g e rs , who, be fo re  reaching L i t t l e  Hook, 

had succeeded in  lo o tin g  h is  cargo * to  the  amount o f  a  thousand 

d o lla rs*  in  l iq u o r s ,  earned f r u i t s  and oandies«34

Behind a l l  th e se  p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  w ar, s tran g e  th in g s  

were happening in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  f ie ld #  In  a  das s l in g  d isp la y  

o f p o l i t i c a l  footw ork , e a r l i e r  alignm ents were e x a c tly  reversed# 

A m a jo rity  of Begular B epublicane, fo llow ing  th e  lead of th e
eg

u n p red ic tab le  C lay to n , swung over to  the  support pf Brooks.

This came about as a  r e s u l t  o f  C lay to n 's  d iscovery  th a t  B ax te r, 

as governor, in tended to  make h is  own d e c is io n s . A fte r a

^  F le tc h e r ,  A rkansas, p . 241#
34 Testimony of J# 0# Hegler# House of Kepr eg e n ta ­

i l  vea ffeport no# £ ,  43 Cong#, 2 se e s# , pT"37$#

3& C lay to n , A fterm ath , p . 348#

Baxter l a t e r  s a id t *1 had to  choose between being 
th e i r  to o l  or th e i r  enemy•* P rin ted  sta tem ent of E lish a  B ax te r, 
A p ril 2 8 , 1874, in  possessio n  of th e  w rite r#



79

I I .  C a r t o o n i s t ' s  View of  t h e  B rooks-Baxte r  Ytfar
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q u a rre l over o a il in g  up the  m i l i t i a ,  during  which Baxter f l a t l y  

re fu sed  to  eamply w ith  C lay ton’s demands, th e  l a t t e r  jo ined  

fo rces  w ith  Brooks, c re a tin g  an a l l ia n c e  th a t  ©aused one p o l i ­

t i c i a n  to  r e c a l l ,  w ith  some humor, the  campaign o f 1872 in  

which *Mr, Brooks was p a in ted  b lack e r th an  m idnight darkness

by th e  wery men who today a re  try in g  to  make him governor o f 
87Arkansas.® O rig in a l B ro o k site s , more out o f a n ti-C lay to n  

fe e l in g  th a n  anyth ing  e l s e ,  but a ls o  prompted by th e  knowledge 

th a t  B a x te r, during h is  sh o rt term  had proved a  capable and 

honest a d m in is tra to r , moved in to  th e  ever-w idening o iro lo  around 

th e  Anthony House. T his amazing p o l i t i c a l  abou t-face  was ac­

companied by co n sid erab le  name c a l l in g  and bad fe e lin g s  and 

th e  mounting number of reinforcem ents a r r iv in g  d a i ly  tu rned
* o

L i t t l e  Book in to  an armed camp.

As so  f re q u e n tly  occurs when b e ll ig e re n ts  a re  f u l ly  

arm ed, th ey  stumbled a c c id e n ta l ly  In to  a f i g h t .  Late in  the  

a fte rn o o n  o f Tuesday, A pril 21 , King White held a  d ress parade 

to  show o ff  h is  army which had by then  grown to  n ea rly  two

87
Speech of W. W. W ilsh ire  d e liv e red  in  Arkansas 

House of B e p re se n ta tiv e s , May 28 , 1874. Copy in  possession  
o f w r i t e r .

38 Hew York H era ld , A pril 19 , 1874. The Independent,
May 7 , 1874.
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thousand men* Using the sought a f t e r  m il i ta ry  hand, he marched

h is  troops th rough  th e  s t r e e t s  o f L i t t l e  look fo r  alm ost an

hour befo re  drawing them up in  form ation  befo re  the  Anthony

House. The "co lo red  braves1* clamored fo r  B ax ter, who p re se n tly
39appeared on th e  h o te l balcony to  address them. He recounted 

th e  even ts whioh had le d  up to  th e  p resen t s i tu a t io n  and r e ­

i te r a t e d  h is  in te n t io n  o f re ta k in g  th e  o f f i c e ,  bu t refused  to  

g ive any d e f in i te  o rd e rs :

O ffice rs  and commanders cannot g iv e , in  
advance, to  the  tro o p s  or to  the  co u n try , 
a  d e ta ile d  account o f th e i r  proposed op­
e ra t io n s .  They a re  n e c e ssa r ily  m il i ta ry  
s e c r e t s i  th ey  a re  m atters  whioh necessa­
r i l y  must be kept q u le tf  and you w i l l  no t 
expect o f me on an occasion as pub lic  as 
th is  to  d e ta i l  my p lan  o f o p e ra tio n .4®

At th i s  ju n c tu re , th e  impetuous White in te r ru p te d  and asked

p o in te d ly  w hether Baxter planned to  have them take the  S ta te  
41House or n o t.  Baxter re p lie d  by cau tion ing  th e  men to  r e ­

s t r a i n  them selves and had begun to  leave the  balcony when King 

W hite , a l l  th e  w h ile  p ro te s tin g  th a t  he had n o t ,  of c o u rse , 

come to  make a speech , made a  very  f i e r y  one indeed s

39
D aily  Arkansas O a ae tte , A p ril 32 , 1874.

40 H a r re l l ,  Brooks-Baxter War, p . 226.

^  F letch er , Arkansas, p . 247.



I  have brought w ith  m  her© a  number o f 
co lo red  men. I t  has been said*  s i r *  th a t  
th e se  co lo red  men w il l  p ro w  treacherous 
to  you* I  now ash th ese  co lored  men* in  
your presence* and in  th e  presence of t h i s  
assemblage* w hether we s h a l l  s tand  firm  to  
S Iish a  Baxter?42

Then* warming t o  h is  task*  he continued :

F u rn ish  us s in g ly  w ith  th e  means — give 
us th e  a u th o r i ty  — pronounce th e  order* 
and I  w i l l  guarantee to  you* s i r *  th a t  
in  tw enty  f iv e  m inutes from th e  tim e th e  
o rder i s  w ritte n *  Joseph Brooks w i l l  e i th e r
be in  h e l l  or the a r c h i v e s * * . . ^

B axter p ro te s tin g ly  thanked White* expressed h is  own g rea t 

confidence in  th e  b laek  so ld ie rs*  and withdrew w ith  th e  ad* 

m onition to  *be p a tie n t*  conduct yourselves o rderly*  and have 

no f e a r  fo r  th e  consequences•

The Negro band had ju s t  s tru c k  up a  l iv e ly  tu n e  when 

an In c id e n t occurred which p re c ip ita te d  a  general outbreak* 

W hite gave an  o rd er f o r  h is  troops to  march* C aptain  hose* 

who had been w atching th e  scene from horseback nearby* fe a r in g  

th a t  White planned to  move a g a in s t th e  Brooks fo rces  * suddenly 

spurred  h is  horse toward White a c c id e n ta lly  knocking down two

42
H a r re l l ,  Brooks-Baxter War* p . 226 

Ib id .
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o f th e  m uBioians• Whan Hose reached Whit®, angry  words were

exchanged* White warned Hose th a t  he would no t he perm itted

t o  r id e  owsr th e  co lo red  s o l d i e r s , ewen I f  he was an o f f ic e r  of
45th e  United S ta tes*  Rose h o tly  ordered White to  keep h is p lace

and t o  r e s t r a in  h is  men, t o  which White answered i HTou a re  an

o f f io e r  and should be a  gentlem an. Whether you a re  or n o t , 1

am; l « l l  n o t perm it you to  r id e  owsr my men nor over me, s ir* * 46

What happened nex t la  a  m atte r o f d ispute*  One account says

Bose drew h is  p i s t o l  and f i r e d  a t  White* Another claim s th a t
43one o f th e  He gross f i r e d  a t  Bose* A ll th a t  is  c e r ta in  is

t h a t  a  sh o t rang o u t ,  whioh was th e  s ig n a l fo r  a  w ild  outbreak

o f in d isc r im in a te  f i r i n g  whioh la s te d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i r e  minutes*

When th e  shoo ting  d ied  down on th is  f i r s t  b a t t l e  of

th e  Brooks-Baxter War, th e  c a su a lty  l i s t  was h a rd ly  a t r ib u te

t o  th e  marksmanship o f e i th e r  side*  An e ld e r ly  c i t i z e n  of

L i t t l e  Book, B, T* S h a l l ,  who had been enjoying  th e  scene from

a windcsr in  th e  Anthony House, was sho t through th e  head and
49d ied  w ith in  th e  hour* One o f Brooks1 '‘co lo n e ls” was sho t

43
Ib id *, p . 227*

4 6  I b i d .
47

Ib id • ,  p • 228•

48  i b i d .

48 F letch er , Arkansas, p* 248*
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th rough  bo th  l e g s ,  and se v e ra l s o ld ie rs  on bo th  s id e s  were 
50wounded* Other c a s u a l t ie s  included a chambermaid who un­

w ise ly  jumped from an u p e ta r is  window o f th e  Anthony House in  

her ex c item en t, and one Reverend G illem , a co lo red  d iv in e , 

who was bad ly  ou t as a r e s u l t  o f a  sp e c ta c u la r  leap  through 

th e  g la ss  door o f a  m erchan tile  estab lishm en t to  make way fo r  

th e  com batant# ,5* By n i g h t f a l l ,  q u ie t  had been resto red*

Three immediate repercussions were f e l t  from t h i s  

i n i t i a l  engagement* The f i r s t  was th e  issuance  of a  genera l 

o rder c lo s in g  “a l l  estab lishm en ts so il in g  in tox ican ts '*  in  

L i t t l e  Rook u n t i l  f u r th e r  no tioe*5^ The Second was & p ro c la ­

m ation by Baxter c a l l in g  th e  le g i s la tu r e  in to  e x tra o rd in a ry
55

b o s s  ion  to  convene May 11* The th ird  was a  te legram  from 

P re s id e n t Grant to  Baxter exp ressing  the  u n lik e ly  hope " th a t  

th e  m i l i ta r y  fo rce s  w i l l  now be d isbanded .11®* Heedless to

60 Ib id .
51

B a rre l1 , Brooks-Baxter War, pp. 228-229*
52

General Order 16 , A p ril 22 , 1876. Adjutant-Gen­
e ra l  *s O ffice  F i l e ,  S ta te  o f A rkansas, Arkansas B is to r io a l 
Commission, L i t t l e  Rook* C ited h e re a f te r  as AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  
o f Arkansas*

55
American Annual C yclopaedia, 1874, p* 45*

54
Ulysses S* Grant to  E lish a  B ax te r, A pril 22 , 

1874. C ited  in  H a r re l l ,  Brooks-Baxter War, p . 231*



s a y , th e  fo rc e s  were not d ie  banded, and L i t t l e  Hook remained 

in  an  u n se ttle d  and a g ita te d  c o n d itio n , P ro te s t#  began to  be 

voiced by m erchants* in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and by taxpayers * in  

g e n e r a l . O n e  such re p o r t  reached th e  desk of p re s id e n t 

G rants

The coun try  is  now f u l l  o f marauding p a r­
t i e s  r e c ru i t in g  s o ld ie r s , and unless soon 
cheeked and se n t home w i l l  degenerate  in to  
a  band of robbers# To s u s ta in  t h e i r  law­
l e s s ,  id le  vagabondism* th ey  o f fe r  th e i r  
dupes $22 a  month and board to  e n l i s t  on 
t h e i r  side*  Where* s i r *  i s  the money to  
come from to  pay and support th ese  be­
tray ed  poor negroes who leave th e i r  crops 
and f a m i l i e s . , . , 56

The war languished  in  L i t t l e  Hook a f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  

explosion* la rg e ly  beoause King White and h is  troops had been 

evacuated to  P ine B lu ff . But i f  q u ie t reigned in  th e  c a p i ta l  

e i ty *  such was n o t the  case  in  th e  p ro v in ces . The pugnacious 

White* s t i l l  anxious fo r  a f ig h t*  soon found an excuse fo r  one* 

A Brooks su p p o rte r named Murphy re c ru ite d  a company o f seme 

two hundred Negroes a t  New Gasoony* approxim ately f i f t e e n  m iles 

from Pine B lu f f .  White* chafing  under a  forced  in a c t iv i ty ,  

decided to  make a  move. This he did* and w ith  considerab le  

v ig o r . On th e  morning o f A pril 30* he loaded two hundred of

55 B. £* Johnson* "The Brooks-Baxter War"* pp. 155-156.
56 C. Taylor to  U# 5 . Grant* A pril 27 , 1874. Quoted in  

Senate Executive Document no. 5 1 * 43 Cong.* 1 se e s .*  p . 6 .



h is  co lo red  m ilitiam en  aboard th e  steam er Hal l i e  and s a ile d  
67fo r  Hew Gascony. Murphy*3 nan were gathered  a t  C ornerstone

eg
Church p rep a rin g  fo r  a  parade* White a rr iv e d  w ithout being 

d iscovered* landed h is  fo rce s  and mounted them on horses 

p ressed  in to  se rv ic e  f o r  th e  occasion befo re  charging th e  s u r -
69

p r is e d  Murphy fo rces*  The l a t t e r  re tre a te d  behind a  nearby

fence and opened f i r e *  bu t th e  charge had done i t s  work* The

Murphy troops were rou ted  and th a t  u n fo rtuna te  man was sh o t

in  th e  head* taken  p riso n er*  and lodged in  th e  j a i l  a t  P ine 
60Bluff* Nine o f Murphy's tro o p ers  were k i l le d  and tw enty-

odd wounded* w hile  White su ffe red  only fo u r c a s u a ltie s  in
61th i s  most fu r io u s  s in g le  encounter of th e  war*

The l a s t  s ig n i f ic a n t  engagement took p lace  on May 7* 

and was* oddly enough* a  s o r t  of amphibious operation*  The 

Baxter fo rce s  learned  th a t  a shipment of arms fo r  th e  enemy

F le tcher*  Arkansas * p . 251.
58

Ib id .*  p . 258*

60
Ib id »» P- 251*

61
H arper's  Weekly* May 16, 1874* H a rre l l ,  Brooks-  

B axter War, p* 288*
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was on i t s  way down r iv e r  by f l a t  b o a t. General JJewton d e ta ile d

f o r ty  man t o  s a i l  aboard th e  ub iqu itous Hal l i e  to  in te rc e p t

th e  gone, t h e i r  c la n d e s tin e  d ep artu re  a t  th re e  in  th e  morning

d id  n o t ,  however, escape the  w atchfu l eyes of th e  B ro o k sites .

G eneral Fagan, upon re c e ip t  o f th i s  in te l l ig e n c e ,  sen t a  body

o f h is  men by t r a i n  ahead of th e  B a i l ie ,  and had them prepare
82an  ambush near palarm  Creek, One o f f ic e r  walked back u p riv e r 

in  an a ttem p t t o  persuade th e  B a ilie  to  tu rn  back . His shouts 

were ig n o red , however, and as the r iv e r  boat came a b re a s t of 

th e  oamaflonged B ro o k s ite s , a  v o lle y  was f i r e d .  Several men 

aboard th e  B a ilie  were k i l l e d  and every  man but one was wounded* 

The good sh ip  was damaged in  the  exchange and d r i f te d  help ­

l e s s ly  to  th e  opposite  s id e  of th e  r i v e r ,  where those who were 
fida b le  escaped . The i l l - s t a r r e d  B a ilie  was taken  back to  

L i t t l e  Hook a  p r is e  o f th e  Brooks fo r c e s , to  be s c u t t le d  s h o r t ly
fig

th e r e a f te r  under cover o f darkness by persons unknown. As 

a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  engagement, those  Baxter men who had p a r t i ­

c ip a te d ,  or what was l e f t  of them, were consigned to  permanent

@2 F le tc h e r ,  A rkansas, p , 253, 

65 I b i d , ,  p , 256,

££££•
65

Ib id , ,  p , 257,



gg
g lo ry  lay being o f f i o ia l l y  designated  th e  “B a ilie  R ifle s*  *

Meanwhile, o f f i o ia l  p ressu re  from Washington was

being  increased*  On May 9 , A tto rney  G e n e ra l  W illiam s informed

bo th  c la im an ts th a t  se ttle m e n t o f th e  q uestion  by the g a th e rin g

le g i s l a to r s  would be considered  binding* He beseeehed both
67men to  disband th e i r  fo rces*  B ax te r9s re fu s a l  caused th e

P re s id e n t to  send a  p e rso n a l re q u e s t t o  each  s id e  favo ring  

disbandm ent, b u t th i s  tim e Brooks re fu s e d * ^  W ith m atters  

p r a c t ic a l ly  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l  , th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  s e s s io n  o f th e  

l e g i s la tu r e  convened and prom ptly se n t a  re s o lu tio n  to  P r e s i -  

den t G rant whioh led  to  th e  issuance  on May 1 6 , o f  a  p r e s i ­

d e n tia l  p roclam ation  reco g n isin g  Baxter as th e  le g a l  governor 

o f Arkansas and o rdering  th e  Brooks fo rce s  * to  d isp e rse  and

re tu r n  peaoeably  to  t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  abodes w ith in  te n  
»69days*.**" G enerals Newton and Pagan co n fe rred  and agreed

66
I b id . In  th e  museum o f the  Arkansas H is to r ic a l 

Commission in  L i t t l e  Rock, th e re  hangs & faded p o r t r a i t  of 
th e  H a llie  a f f a i r*

67
D ispatch  from A ttorney  General G* H. W illiam s to  

bo th  •governors* , May 9 , 1874. Quoted in  American Annual 
C yclopaedia* 1874, p . 44.

68
I b i d . ,  p . 45.

69
Proclam ation  dated May 15 , 1874. Quoted in  H a r re l l ,  

Brooks-Baxter War, p* 256.
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to  te rn s  o f disbandment whioh provided fo r  th e  tu rn in g  in  o f

s t a t e  arms ,  ixaauaity from a s s a u l t  to  the  l o s e r s , and s t a te
TOsu b s id ise d  tr a n s p o r ta t io n  book to  t h e i r  homes.

She war was over. But before  re tu rn in g  to  the

mundane p u rsu its  o f everyday l i f e ,  King White held one l a s t

grand review  o f th e  Baxter fo rces#  and h is  f a i th f u l  Negro

tro o p s l e f t  L i t t l e  Book as they  had en te red  i t ,  s in g in g .

When th e  l a s t  ohorus o f *W e'll Bang Joe Brooks to  a Sour
71Apple f re e "  had d ied  down, and the  l a s t  m ilitiam an  had re*

tu rned  to  h is  f i e l d s ,  th e  r e s u l t s  of th e  war seemed p i t i f u l

indeed . Beyond d o u b t, th e  s t a te  Bepubliean P a rty  had su ffe red

a  blow from whioh i t  was never to  rec o v e r, fo r  w ith in  a few

sh o r t months th e  Democrats were to  re tu rn  to  power under the

lea d e rsh ip  of A. H. G arland. Only Joe Brooks r e a l ly  salvaged

any th ing  a t  a l l ;  p re s id e n t G rant appointed him postm aster 
72

o f L i t t l e  Book. Host iro n ic  o f a l l ,  th e  Negroes had once 

a g a in  been c a lle d  to  arm s, th is  tim e to  f ig h t  to  th e  d e a th .

70
General Order 10 , May 16 , 1874. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te

o f A rkansas.

71
F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p . 266.

72
th e  N ation , A p ril 1 ,  1876.
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I f  n e c e ssa ry , in  b e h a lf  o f two w hite  claim ants fo r  th e  gov~ 

e r  nor sh ip  and th e  r e s u l t  had been th e  e lim in a tio n  o f th e  

Begro as a  p o l i t i c a l  f a c to r  in  Arkansas*



ANOTHER BATTLE of SBf ORLEANS

The b lo o d ie s t s in g le  encounter o f th e  e n t i r e  Roc on- 

s t r u c t  io n  p e rio d  in  whioh Negro m i l i t i a  fo rces  were engaged 

was fought in  New Orleans on September 1 4 , 1874. L ate  in  

th e  a fte rn o o n  o f t h a t  day , two armed groups c lashed  in  a  f u l l -  

s e a le  p itc h ed  b a t t l e  com plete w ith  in f a n t ry ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  and 

deployment o f t ro o p s . The White Leaguers fought a g a in s t a 

combined fo rc e  o f Negro m i l i t i a  and m etro p o litan  polio© .

A fte r  th e  sh o r t  bu t f i e r c e  s tru g g le  had ended, over a  hundred 

men b led  from wounds w hile  p a r t is a n s  o o llo o ted  fo r  b u r ia l  th e  

twenty-odd corpses which la y  in  the  s t r e e t s .

ifed noth ing  e ls e  occurred during th e  p e r io d , t h i s  

in c id e n t a lone  would make I t  worthwhile to  tra c e  th e  s to ry  

o f th e  Negro m i l i t i a  in  L o u is ian a . However, as on© p a in fu l ly  

un rave ls th i s  t a l e  from th e  confusing mase of lo c a l p o l i t i c s ,  

o th er fa c to rs  emerge whioh fu r th e r  j u s t i f y  in d iv id u a l con­

s id e r a t io n .  For nowhere e ls e  were Federal troops so f r e e ly  

employed to  do or undo the  work of th e  m i l i t i a .  Nowhere e ls e  

were th e se  m i l i t i a  fo rces  so e x c lu s iv e ly  the  governor's  p r iv a te
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army, c o n s is te n t ly  used in  e i th e r  th e  fu rth e ra n c e  o f hie own 

p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  o r in  o p p o sitio n  to  someone e ls e * s . And 

nowhere e ls e  could one w itness th e  s tra n g e  sp e c ta c le  of one 

o f  th e  h a lf-d o sen  most famous o f a l l  C onfederate genera ls  , 

in  one l a s t  e x e rc ise  of m i l i ta r y  command, r id in g  a t  th e  head 

o f  a  column of Negro m ilitiam en*

The ro o ts  of th e  m i l i t i a  movement in  L ouisiana go 

back to  th e  pe riod  j u s t  a f t e r  th e  c lo se  o f th e  war* In  

F ebruary , 1866, a  r i s in g  young p o l i t i c i a n  named Benry Clay
1Warmoth, an ex-{Jhion army o f f ic e r  tu rned  New O rleans law yer, 

w rote t h i s  account d e sc rib in g  th e  a t t i tu d e  o f many L ouisiana 

re s id e n ts*

They openly d ec la re  th a t  when th e  mi­
l i t a r y  i s  removed th ey  w il l  make i t  too  
hot here  fo r  union meni and only a few 
days ago I  heard a  young man on th e  
s t r e e t s  say  th a t  * h e re a f te r  a  n o rth e rn  
man might j u s t  as w ell be in  h e l l  as t r y  
to  l iv e  here .*

Warmoth, born in  I l l i n o i s  in  1842, became a l i e u ­
te n a n t co lone l in  th e  82nd M issouri V olunteers In 1862* He 
served  on J .  A. MoClernand's s t a f f  during  th e  Vicksburg cam­
p a ig n , was d ishonorab ly  d isc h a rg e d , and l a t e r  re in s ta te d  by 
p re s id e n t ia l  order* A fte r th e  w ar, Warmoth opened a law o ff ic e  
in  Hew O rlean s , became a  prom inent p o l i t i c a l  f ig u re  fo r  a  dec­
a d e , th en  liv e d  q u ie t ly  on in  L ouisiana u n t i l  h is d ea th  in  
1951. A llen  Johnson ( e d . ) ,  D ic tionary  of American Biography, 
(Hew Tork, 1928), XIX, pp . 457-458. C ited  H ereafte r as DAB*

2 Henry C. Warmoth, L e tte r  o f H. 0 . Warmoth, Claim ant 
o f a 5e a t  In  th e  House of flapr'e'aenta^Ivea As a" 'tie^egate Wom 
the~2?err£tory""oF L o u is ian a , (W ashington, iM fiT. p . 53.



When t h i s  same Warmoth was inaugurated  as governor two years 

l a te r *  lo c a l  sen tim ent had a p p a ren tly  no t abated* The law 

passed by Congress in  March, 1667, p ro h ib itin g  th e  o rg an isa ­

t io n  o f m i l i t i a  fo rce s  in  th e  Southern s t a t e s ,  was s t r i c t l y  

observed by Warmoth even though he complained th a t  " i t  s t r i p s  

me of a l l  power.*9 The r e s u l t in g  weakness of h is  a d m in is tra tio n  

was f u l ly  ap p re c ia te d  by h is  opponents, f o r  v io lence  oontinued 

apace . In  Septem ber, 1866, th e  Opelousas r i o t  e ru p te d , and 

from th en  u n t i l  th e  general e le c t io n  on November 4 ,  th e  s t a te  

passed  th rough  a  v e r i ta b le  re ig n  o f t e r r o r .  During a l l  th ese  

d is o rd e r s ,  Warmoth remained p r a c t ic a l ly  h e lp le s s i  tim e and 

a g a in  he was fo rced  to  appeal f o r  a id  to  th e  Federal commander 

s ta tio n e d  in  Hew O rleans.*
5Upon re p e a l of th e  m i l i t i a  p ro h ib it io n  in  1368,

Warmoth took immediate s te p s  to  remedy h is  dep lo rab le  lack

H. C. Warmoth, War, p o l i t i e s  and Bee o u s tr  uo 11 on t 
Stormy Days in  L o u is ian a , (New fo rk , 1930)7 p . 76. ' C ited1"* 
h e re a f te r  as Wanaqth, War, p o l i t i e s , and B sconstrno tion .

4 On October 2 3 , 1668, fo r  example, Warmoth issued  
th e  fo llow ing  appeal to  Oeneral Lovell Rousseau; " I  am com­
p e lle d  t o  appeal to  you t o  take  charge of th e  peace in  th e se  
p a rish es  and to  use your fo rces  to  th a t  end ." Ib id .

3
C ongressional G lobe, 49 Cong., 3 s e a s . ,  p . 325.
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of armed fo rc e . As a  r e s u l t  of h ie  in s i s te n t  u rg in g , th e  

l e g i s l a tu r e  passed a  m i l i t i a  b i l l  in  e a r ly  A p r i l ,  1370, au tho­

r iz in g  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of a  m i l i t i a  and a p p ro p ria tin g  one
6hundred thousand d o l la r s  to  e a r ry  th e  law in to  e f f e c t .  The 

o rg a n isa tio n  and subsequent use of t h i s  m i l i t i a  must be con­

s id e red  as p a r t  o f th e  la rg e r  s to ry  o f In te rn a l  p o l i t i c a l  

s tru g g le  in  L o u is ia n a , and in  o rder t o  re -o re a te  th e  t a l e  in  

i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  a  survey  of th e  lo e a l  p o l i t i c a l  scene becomes 

im perative*

As in  se v e ra l o th e r Southern s t a t e s ,  th e  Radical 

P a r ty  which emerged trium phant as a  r e s u l t  o f th e  R econstruc­

t io n  Acts enjoyed a  r e l a t iv e ly  sh o rt pe riod  o f u n ity  and was 

th en  r e n t  by in te rn a l  s t r i f e *  The s p l i t  among L ouisiana  Re­

pub licans began as e a r ly  as 1870 when th e  antim farm oth group

opposed the  governor in  h is  su ccess fu l maneuver to  remove the
7r e s t r l e t i o n  making him in e l ig ib le  fo r  re -e le c tio n *  Open 

ru p tu re  between th e  two wings o f the  p a r ty  took p laoe during 

th e  s t a t e  convention  o f A ugust, 1671* In  the  c o a l it io n s  

which r e s u l te d .  Governor Warmoth was supported by P . B* &* 

p lnehbaek , a  Negro p o l i t i c i a n  who exere ised  considerable

6
Lonn, L ouisiana A fte r 1868, p* 66* 

I b i d . , p .  7 8 .



in f lu e n ce  over members o f h is  r a c e , w hile  th e  o p p o sitio n  formed

what became known in  lo c a l  c i r c le s  as th e  ttC ustam-House*
Bfac tio n #  The l a t t e r  was b u i l t  around th e  combined fo rces  o f 

TMited S ta te s  Marshal S# B. Packard* George W# G arter*  Speaker 

o f th e  Bouse o f R ep resen ta tives , and J .  F# Casey* b ro th e r - in -  

law o f th e  p re s id e n t and c o l le c to r  o f customs fo r  th e  p o r t
p

o f Sew Orleans# A c tu a lly , two conventions were held sim ul­

taneously* th e  Packard fa c t io n  held  c losed  se ss io n s  in  th e
10Custom House w hile  th e  Warmoth group met in  T u rn e r 's  Hall*

The f i r s t  t e s t  of s tre n g th  between th e  two fo rces

took  p lac e  in  Hoveaber* IB71# On th e  28nd of t h a t  month*

L ieu ten an t Governor Oscar Dunn died* and bo th  fa c tio n s
11a ttem pted  to  p u t one o f th e i r  men in  the  o ffice#  Warmoth 

won out by a rran g in g  f o r  th e  e le c t io n  o f Pinchbeck as p re s i ­

d en t o f  th e  Senate* au to m a tica lly  p lac in g  him next In  l in e  

f o r  th e  governorship# Whether or ne t th e  charges of b r ib e ry  

le v ie d  a g a in s t Warmoth a re  tru e*  th e re  can be no doubt th a t

8
Ibid*

9
Ib id .*  p . 10.

10
Ib id #* p* 102#

11
Aloee F o r t ie r  * A H isto ry  of L ouisiana (Hew Turk* 

1904)* IV , p . 117# C ited  thereafter *0 F o r t i e r ,  L ou is iana•
mwnmm i n im  n, n



12h is  v io to ry  only widened th e  p a r ty  breach*

When th e  le g is la tu r e  reconvened in  January* 1872 ,

e x is t in g  bad fe e lin g s  led  to  th e  outbreak of th e  Garter-Warmoth

feud during  w hieh th e  L ouieiana m i l i t i a  were organised and

used f o r  th e  f i r s t  time* th e  feud was e s s e n t ia l ly  a  s tru g g le

to  e o n tro l the  le g is la tu re *  On January 4* Speaker C a rte r

was expelled  from h is  p o s i t io n  am idst g re a t confusion  and
13excitem ent* and a  Warmoth man in s ta l le d  in  h is  place*

The ousted  C a rte r  ga thered  h is  fo llow ers and moved in to  a

room over th e  Gem Saloon on Boyal S tr e e t  and s e t  up ano ther

l e g i s l a t i v e  body.**

The e x is te n ce  o f t h i s  r iv a l  body spurred  Warmoth

in to  ac tio n *  and he decided to  o&ll up th e  m il i t ia *  In

look ing  around e a r l i e r  f o r  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  leader*  h is  eye

had f a l l e n  upon none o th e r than  James A* Longs t r e a t ,  L ee 's

form er corps commander who had in  1366 s e t t l e d  down In  8few
ISO rleans to  th e  ro u tin e  l i f e  of a  c o tto n  b r o k e r .■ L o n g s tre e t 's

12
L ouisiana A fte r 1668* p* 107*

12
I b id * * p .  119.

14
F o r tie r*  L ouisiana * p . 116*

15
H* J* Bokenrode and B* Conrad* James L o n g strse ti 

Lee*a War H orse* (Chapel H i l l ,  1936), pp . S"W-&767 C ited  
h e re a f te r  as Eekenrode and Conrad* Longstroot*
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w illin g n e ss  to  be rec o n s tru c te d  c o s t him bo th  so c ia l  and b u s i-

nose s tan d in g  in  Sew O rlean s, but p re s id e n t Grant* in  whose

wedding L o n g stree t had been b e s t  man* appoin ted  him surveyor
16

o f customs in  Sew Orleans in  March* 1869. Warmoth follow ed

s u i t  by app o in tin g  him A dju tan t General o f th e  s t a te  m i l i t i a

on May 13* 1870* w ith  a  s a la ry  of th re e  thousand d o l la r s  per

annum.17 vhan th s  tro u b le  broke out I d 1872. L o a g itre e t wae

p laeed  in  a  p o s i t io n  o f a c t iv e  command upon r e c e ip t  of t h i s

l e t t e r  dated  January  6:

G enerals 1 have th e  honor to  hand you 
herew ith  a  commission c o n s t i tu t in g  you 
Major G eneral o f L ouisiana s t a t e  M ilit ia *  
and by order o f h is  ex ce llen cy  th e  gov­
ernor*  to  s t a te  th a t  you a re  thereunder 
assigned  to  th e  immediate command and 
su p e rv is io n  o f th e  e n t i r e  m il i t ia *  p o lic e  
and a l l  c iv i l  fo rce s  of th e  S ta te  o f Lou­
is ia n a  w ith in  th e  c i t y  o f Mew Orleans*

0* D. Bragdon 
P r iv a te  Secy**8

As a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  ocsnmunieation* L ongstree t found h im self

16
H esseltine*  Grant * p . 153*

17
D« B* Sanger and T. ft* Bay* James L o n g stree t*

(Baton ftouge* 1952)* p* 349* C ited  h e re a f te r  as Sanger and 
Hay* L o n g stree t*

18
BOuse o f K epresen tat1 ve * M iscellaneous Document 

no* 211 , 42 Cong. * T  s e s t •* p .  811 • Sanger and "Hay, Longstro© t* 
p . sliT*



in  command of a s tra n g e  fore© . Warmoth had found i t  " ju d i ­

c ious"  t o  arm and o rgan ise  some tw en ty -fiv e  hundred w hites

"n o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  f a c t  they  were s o ld ie r s  in  th e  Gonfed-
19e ra te  Army," and ano ther tw en ty -five  hundred negroes#

The m e tro p o litan  p o l ic e ,  under Superin tendent A# S . Badger, 

were in co rp o ra ted  in to  th e  m i l i t i a  and were armed w ith  Win­

c h e s te r  r i f l e s ,  b reeoh-load ing  guns, and a  six-pound how it- 
20ser#

By t h i s  t im e « a  t r ia n g u la r  s i tu a t io n  e x is te d  in  

Mm Orleans# Warmoth and h is l e g is la tu r e  were in  th e  S ta te  

House,  p ro te c te d  by th e  m i l i t i a  and po lice*  C a rte r  and h is  

l e g i s la tu r e  were in  the  Gem b u ild in g , surrounded by a  la rg e  

number o f  depu tised  c it iz e n s*  and a  detachment o f United 

S ta te s  tro o p s under General W. H# Emory stood by fo r  any 

p o ss ib le  emergency#

On January  1 0 , th e  Warmoth f a c t io n  took fo rc ib le

p o ssess io n  of th e  Gem w ith o u t any r e a l  opposition# The d i s -
21possessed  C a r te r i te s  reassem bled in  the  Cosmopolitan C lub, 

and from th is  new headquarters mounted a prem ature c o u n te r-

19
House of B sp reaen ta tlves M iscellansous Document 

no# 211,  42 dong# , 2 seas .", p . £ 9 5 — — -

20 Testimony o f A. S . Badger. I b i d #, p . 103.
21

F o r t ie r ,  L o u is ian a , p . 11$.
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a t ta c k  which ended in  a b lu s te r in g  and bloodies* f a i lu r e  to  

tak e  th e  S ta te  House* f a i l in g  in  h is  a ttem pt to  ge t th e  

su p p o rt o f  Federal troops*  C a rte r  sensed t h a t  he must e i th e r  

make a  dec Is  I ts move or surrender*  On Saturday* January  20* 

th e re fo re *  thousands o f o lro u la rs  were d is t r ib u te d  c a l l in g  

f o r  a  mass m eeting on Monday* and urging Negroes * i n  p a r t i -
22

c u la r  * to  tak e  arms a g a in s t "Warmoth and h is  th ie v in g  crew**

On Sunday n igh t*  th e  A lg ie rs  armory was broken in to  by C a rte r

fo llow ers*  and th e  arms in  s to ra g e  th e re  were d is t r ib u te d  
25among th e  men* Next day* se v e ra l thousand men assembled

in  answer to  C a r te r 's  appeal and were prepared to  march on

th e  S ta te  House when word a rr iv e d  th a t  p re s id e n t Grant had

te leg rap h ed  General Emory to  use h is  troops* i f  necessary*
24to  p rev en t v io le n ce . The P re s id e n t 's  a c t io n  made a Warmoth 

v ic to ry  c e r ta in *  and th e  C arte  r i t e s  re tu rned  to  th e  le g is la tu r e  

on th e  governo r's  terms* The s t a te  m il i t ia *  on i t s  f i r s t  a s ­

signment* had been used p r im a r ily  fo r  guard du ty  and had not 

been c a lle d  upon to  do any a c tu a l fig h tin g *  R ela tive  q u ie t 

re tu rn e d  to  L ouisiana and w ith in  a  few weeks General L ongstree t

22 C irc u la r  re p r in te d  in  House o f Ifopresentativee Mis­
ce llan eo u s Document no* 211 * 42 Cong* * 2 sees'* * pp* 518-319*

28 Loud, L tm H lana A fte r  1868, p . 132.
24

American Annual Cyclopaedia* 1672* (New York,
1873) * p* 47?:------------------------ ------ --------- - -------
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was ab le  to  re s ig n  Hie command, g iv ing  as M s reason  th e  some­

what s ig n i f ic a n t  d e s ire  to  rem ain "untrai&meled in  th e  approach­
e sla g  p o l i t i o a l  oanvess •

th e  nex t period  o f m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t y  re s u lte d  from th e  

In c re d ib ly  confusing  e le c t io n  o f 1872, The s p l i t  In  th e  p a r ty  

was made more permanent when one s id e  jo ined  fo rc e s  w ith  the  

L ib e ra l Republican movement which was th en  tak in g  p lace  on th e  

n a tio n a l scen e , do th  f a e t io a s  decided t o  e n te r  a  t ic k e t*  

Warmoth broke w ith  Grant and threw His support t o  the  L ib e ra l 

Republican movement w h ile  th e  Custom louse  crowd, w ith  8* B. 

Packard now in  c o n tro l , con tinued  behind the Grant adm inis­

t r a t i o n .  These two fa c tio n s  were no t th e  only o nes, however, 

f o r  a t  one tin ® , as many as f iv e  d if f e r e n t  s la te s  were being  

o ffe re d  th e  L ou isiana  voter*  Out o f th i s  s i tu a t io n  se v e ra l 

sp e c ta c u la r  p o l i t i o a l  s h i f t s  developed* Warmoth, in  one of 

th e  s tr a n g e s t  a l l ia n c e s  o f a l l  tim e , jo in ed  w ith  th e  Demo­

c ra ts  , who f o r  years had been im placable in  t h e i r  oppo sitio n  

to  him, to  support a  fu s io n  t i c k e t  headed by John Mcgnery 

and D. B. Pena* P inohbaek, l ie u te n a n t governor by th e  grace 

o f Warmoth, d e se rted  h is  b en efac to r and jo ined  th e  Custom

28
J* A* L ongstree t to  H. C» Warmoth, A pril 19,

1872. Henry C lay Warmoth p a p e rs , Southern H isto ry  C o lle c tio n , 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Worth C a ro lin a , Chapel H i l l ,  North C arolina* 
C ited  h e re a f te r  as Warmoth p ap e rs .
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House group in  support o f ano th er fu sio n  t io k e t  favo ring  

W illiam  P i t t  Kellogg and C. C. A nto ine.26

The e le c t io n  was he ld  on November 4 ,  and h ard ly  had 

th e  l a s t  b a l lo t  been o a s t befo re  bo th  s id e s  began charging 

fraud* And as though th e  s i tu a t io n  was not a lre ad y  s u f f i ­

c ie n t ly  confused ,  two Returning Boards emerged, each supporting  

th e  leg itim ac y  o f a d i f f e r e n t  candidate* This d is t r e s s in g  con­

d i t io n  continued u n t i l  th e  le g i s la tu r e  convened* A few days 

p r io r  to  th a t  o ccasio n , however, th e  Packard fo rces  obtained 

a  c o u rt  o rder from Judge S . E. B u rre ll a u th o ris in g  them to

tak e  over Mechanics I n s t i t u t e ,  s i t e  of th e  scheduled lo g is -  
27l a t i v e  session*  Packard accomplished th i s  w ith  th e  a id  o f 

F edera l tro o p s . When th e  l e g is la tu r e  e v e n tu a lly  m et, I t s  

f i r s t  a c ts  were t o  impeach Warmoth, i n s t a l l  Pinchbeck as 

governo r, and proclaim  Kellogg and Antoine th e  v ic to rs  in  

th e  re c e n t e le c tio n *

In  th e  meantime, Warmoth and h is  supporters s e t  

up shop in  Lyceum B a ll ,  and once again  L ouisiana had two le g ­

is la tu re s *  On January 1 3 , th e  climax of the comedy was reached 

when two governors were added to  the growing l i s t  of o f f ic e

26
Lonn, L ouisiana A fter 1868, p* 161*

27
I b id .,  p . 194.
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h o ld e rs j K ellogg was inaugurated  a t  M echanic'a I n s t i tu t e  w h ile
oft

MoBaery waft tak in g  th e  same o a th  In  L afay e tte  Square.

The comedy was no t w ithout i t s  grim s id e ,  pinchbeck

o a lle d  up th e  m i l i t i a ,  a le r te d  th e  p o l ic e ,  and placed bo th

under a n a s . L o n g s tre e t. o r ig in a l ly  h ire d  by Warmoth. was

persuaded t o  r e tu rn  ag a in  to  h is  p o st o f  command in  th e  m il i -
29t i a .  now to  be used a g a in s t Warmoth. MoEnery countered by

Issu in g  a  s a i l  to  a l l  o itlaem s of th e  s t a t e  between th e  ages

o f e ig h teen  and fo r ty * f iv e  to  e n ro l l  in  th e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a
30w hich he was o rg an is in g . A few days l a t e r ,  on h a rsh  6 .

th e  MeSaery fo rce*  attem pted to  cap tu re  th e  p o lio e  s ta t io n s

in  New O rleans, b u t were rep u lsed , (hi th e  fo llow ing day .
31th e  HsEnery l e g i s la to r s  were a r re s te d  and j a i l e d ,  b ring ing  

a  tem porary c e s s a t io n  to  th e  &ellogg-Me£nery h o s t i l i t i e s .

For th e  second t im e . L ouisiana m ilitiam en  had been c a lle d  

up . and as had been th e  ease  during i t s  e a r l i e r  m o b ilis a tio n , 

no r e a l  f ig h tin g  had r e s u l te d .

28
I b i d . .  p . 223.

29 J .  F. Casey to  U. 3 . G ran t, December 12 . 1672* 
Quoted in  Warmoth. War. P o l i t i c s . and Beoom t r a c t io n . p .  217.

30 Lena. L ouisiana A fte r  1868. p . 228.

31
American Annual C yclopaedia. 1873. (New York.

1874). p . 44?:------------------------ ------ -------------------
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Even though th e  f i r s t  two c a l l s  had re s u l te d  in

f a l s e  a la rm s,  th e  th ir d  one was to  prove a oharm. When th e

m i l i t i a  was n ex t c a lle d  up, th e y  were to  face  a  w e ll-o rg an ised

W hite League which was sp o il in g  fo r  a  f ig h t*  th i s  White

League grew o u t o f a  s ta te -w id e  movement which enjoyed i t s

g r e a te s t  growth in  th e  period  from A pril to  Septem ber, 1874*

The f i r s t  known League was formed in  Opelousas in  A pril of

th a t  y e a r and th e  movement spread  so ra p id ly  th a t  by

August i t  was estim ated  th a t  membership approximated fo u rteen  
3$thousand* S ince th e  White Leagues a re  to  be d iscu ssed  in  

34d e ta i l  l a t e r ,  i t  need on ly  be sa id  h e re , in  the  most gen­

e r a l  te rm s , t h a t  th ey  were p o l i t ic o - m i l i ta r y  o rg an isa tio n s  

d ed ica ted  to  th e  r e s to r a t io n ,  by fo roe  i f  n ecessa ry , o f 

w hite  supremacy. Only w hites were allowed to  j o in ,  and g re a t 

emphasis was p laeed  upon being adequate ly  armed and np re -
we

pared to  meet any and every  emergency,* in  Hew O rleans, 

th e  C resen t C ity  White League was formed in  J u ly , fo r  p u re ly  

d e fen siv e  pu rposes, i t  was c la im ed , and i t  was th is  p a r t ic u la r

32
F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ia n a , p* 133*

Lonn, L ouisiana A fte r 1868, p* 258*
34 gee Chapter DU
35 N atchitoches V in d ica to r, Ju ly  25 , 1874* Quoted 

in  Lonn, L ouisiana A fte r  18^6, p , 259,
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group which was d estin ed  to  c la s h  w ith  th e  s t a t e  m il i t ia *

The immediate cause o f th e  f ig h t  grew out o f a 

d isp u te  over th e  s e ie u re  of arms by the  m etro p o litan  po lio s*  

During th e  month o f A ugust, 1874, sev e ra l la rg e  shipments 

o f  arms reached Hew Orleans* These arms were undoubtedly 

d is t r ib u te d  among th e  W hite L eaguers, and th e re  was c o n s id e r-  

a b le  b o astin g  concerning th e  u ltim a te  use to  which th e  guns 

would be put*®6 On September 1 0 , a  detachment o f policem en 

en te red  th e  Canal S tre e t  s to re  o f  A rthur O liv ie r ,  an  im­

p o r te r  o f  firea rm s*  p laced  th e  merchant under a r r e s t ,  and 

s e ise d  the  th re e  eases o f guns and tw elve kegs Of ammunition
*7

w hich had only re c e n tly  a rriv ed *  Judging from th e  r e ­

a c t io n ,  t h i s  equipment was a ls o  scheduled f o r  d e liv e ry  to  

th e  C onservatives* The a c t  was condemned as * one of th e  

most ty ra n n ic a l and highhanded outrages which has y e t d is ­

graced th e  memory o f freedom in  th is  city,"®® and many 

e i t i s e n s  p ro fessed  a  f e e lin g  o f in se c u r ity  fo r  l i f e  and 

p ro p e rty  unless th ey  were allowed th e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n a l

36
B rew ster, S ke tches, p* 187*

37
F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ian a , p* 136*

38
Hew Orleans p icayune, September 1 0 , 1874* 

Quoted in  Lonn, L ouisiana A fte r *1868, p . 269*
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r ig h t  t o  h ear arms*®9

The steam er M iss is s ip p i was scheduled to  a r r iv e  im 

Heir O rleans on Monday* September 14* c a rry in g  ano ther sh ip ­

ment o f gone fo r  th e  White Leagues. When i t  was rumored about 

teem th a t  th e  p o lic e  planned to  s e is e  th e  sh ipm ent, ae th ey

had a lre ad y  dene in  o th e r  in s ta n c e s ,  th e  Leaguers became in -  
40f u r i a t e d ,  and determ ined t o  c a l l  a p ro te s t  meeting* Conse­

q u e n tly , an  appeal to  th e  *o I t  l ie n s  o f New O rleans11 appeared 

i n  th e  newspapers on September 15 , dep lo ring  th e  Infrigpem ent 

o f th e  r ig h t  to  bear arm# a

We th e re fo re  o a l l  upon you on Monday 
m orning, th e  14th  day of Septem ber,
1874, to  c lo se  your p laces o f b u s i­
n e s s , w ithou t a  s in g le  ex cep tio n , and 
a t  e leven  o ’clock  A*M* to  assemble a t  
th e  C lay s ta tu e  on Canal S t r e e t ,  and 
in  tones loud enough to  be heard 
throughout th e  le n g th  and b read th  of 
th e  la n d , D eclare That Tou Are Of 
B ig h t, Ought To S e , And Mean To Be,
Free*41

The women of Hew Orleans a ls o  got a plug in  fo r  such in c i ­

d e n ta l  causes as r a c ia l  i n t e g r i t y ,  p re se rv a tio n  of a f r e e -

59
Lonn, L ouisiana A fte r 1668, p . 269,

40B rew ster, S ketches, p .  189,

41
Hew Orleans B u l le t in , September 13 , 1874* Quoted 

in  F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ian a , p* 139,
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42born h e r i ta g e ,  and th e  honor o f wives and dau g h te rs .

l a  answer to  th e  a p p e a l, some th re e  t o  f iv e  thousand 

c i t i s e n s  assembled on th e  proposed s i t e  a t  th e  scheduled hour*

As th e  m eeting p ro g re sse d , i t  besoms apparen t t h a t  th e  arm s- 

bearin g  q u estio n  had been lo s t  l a  th e  la rg e r  p o l i t io a l  issu e s  

o f th e  d ay , fo r  th e  Kellogg-McKnery con troversy  was deliber** 

a te ly  reopened* At th e  conclusion  o f a  long address which 

claim ed th a t  HoBaery and Penn had r e a l ly  defea ted  Kellogg 

and Antoine and th a t  th e  l a t t e r  held o f f  le e  only through 

" frau d  and v io lence11, i t  was reso lved  th a t  Kellogg imm ediately 

a b d ic a te « Five em issaries  were sen t to  Kellogg to  p resen t 

th e  r e s o lu t io n ,  demand an immediate answ er, then  re p o r t  h is  

d e o is io n  bask to  th e  m ee tin g * ^

The committee d e p a rte d , called, upon K ellogg, bu t 

f a i l e d  to  see  him personally*  Henry G. D ib b le , o f Kellogg** 

s t a f f ,  rece ived  th e  r e s o lu tio n  and answered fo r  the  governor 

say ing  th a t  no eommunieation could be received  w hile " la rg e

4 2
Ibid*

4 5
B rew ster, S ke tches, p . 191. Lonn, L ouisiana 

A fte r 1668, p . 270* Harper** Weekly, October 3*7 T M T



bodies o f armed men* were assembled in  the  c ity * 44 When th is

in f  orm ation was repeated  to  the  o r card, i t  was g ree ted  w ith

v io le n t  d is& pprom l. Severa l f i e r y  speeches were made; then

th e  men Were in s tru c te d  to  go to  th e i r  homes, ge t t h e i r  arms ,

and re p o r t  back a t  tw o - th ir ty  in  the a fte rnoon  ready fo r

a c t io n ,45 Inasmuch as John teegnery was out o f th e  s t a t e ,

L ieu ten an t Governor Penn issued  a p roclam ation  c a l l in g  on the

m i l i t i a , "embracing a l l  persons between the  ages of e ig h teen

and f o r ty - f iv e  y e a r s ,  w ithou t regard  to  c o lo r or previous oon-

d i t  io n " , to  a m  and assemble fo r  th e  purpose o f "d r iv in g  th e
*46usurpers from power*” Penn th en  issued  General Order no* I  

ap p o in tin g  F rederick  Hash Ogden as p ro v is io n a l general o f 

L ou isiana  S ta te  t e l l i t i a * 47

By th re e  c fe lock  in  th e  a fte rn o o n , the  C onservatives 

had reassem bled under arms* Since Hew Orleans had long been 

s e n s i t iv e  t o  P a r is ia n  fa s h io n , i t  was not s u rp r is in g  th a t  the

44
H* C. Dibble to  Committee, September 14 , 1874, 

Quoted in  F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ia n a , p* 145*
45

Ib id * , p* 146*

46
Proclam ation quoted in  ib id *, pp* 146-146*

47
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f i r s t  pr© paration  fo r  t a t t l e  was to  b a rr ic ad e  the  s t r e e t s .

The s i tu a t io n  was ten se  I General Ogden* in  command of a  fo rc e  

composed p rim arily  of Hew O rleans White Leaguers bu t d i s ­

gu ised  as a  s t a t e  m i l i t i a ,  was opposed by the combined fo rces  

o f Badger*s M etropo litan  p o lic e  and L ongstrest*e m il i t ia *

Onee a g a in . General Smory and h is  re g u la rs  stood anx iously  

fey.*8

i t  about fo u r f i f t e e n  P* M ., L ongstree t and Badger,

w ith  some f iv e  hundred men in  possessio n  of a  G atling  gun,

two tw elve pounders, and se v e ra l o th er p ieces  of a r t i l l e r y ,

moved in to  p o s i t io n  a g a in s t  the  Ogden fo rc e s , f i r in g  broke

o u t on bo th  s id e s  s h o r t ly  th e re a f te r*  A flank ing  movement

by a  eospany o f Ogden*s men follow ed by a  f ro n ta l  a s s a u l t

oauged th e  m etropo litan s t o  f a l l  back , abandoning th e i r  &r-
49t l l l e r y  to  th e  enemy* One p a r t ic ip a n t  claimed th a t  General

L o ngstree t "blanched* when he heard th e  White Leaguers give
fiOth e  re b e l y e l l  during th e i r  charge* L ongstree t received  a 

minor wound, and General Badger was taken  cap tiv e  by his

48
W illiam  H. Dixon, White Conquest, (London, 1876),

I I ,  p . 25*
49 F* N. Ogden to  B* J .  E l l i s ,  September 17 , 1874* 

Quoted in  F o r t i e r ,  L o u is ian a , pp* 148-153*
60

C ited  in  Loan, L ouisiana A fte r 1868, p . 271.
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enemies a f t e r  having been wounded th re e  tim e s , one of which
mn e c e s s ita te d  a  le g  am putation . On the fo llow ing  m orning, 

th e  m e tro p o litan  p o lic e  su rren d ered , as d id  th e  leg ro  m i l i t i a
e g

s ta tio n e d  In  the  S ta te  House. Kellogg r e t r e a te d  in to  th e  

s a n c t i ty  of the  Custom House, and Penn took over th e  governor­

sh ip  pending MoKnery's re tu rn  to  th e  s t a t e .  The to ta l  number 

of c a s u a l t ie s  was estim ated  to  be s ix te e n  k i l l e d  and f o r ty -  

f iv e  wounded among th e  White Leaguers p lu s e leven  k i l le d  and 

s ix ty  wounded among th e i r  opponents.8^

Messages were im m ediately se n t from L ouisiana t o  in ­

f lu e n t ia l  persons in  th e  Worth in  an a ttem p t to  head o f f  c r i t i ­

cism of th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  occurrences of September 1 4 th . One 

non-par t i c  ip an t a s se r te d  th a t  he oould e a s i ly  understand •how 

hot-headed and Imprudent soon goaded as  th ey  a re  d a l ly  by 

K e llo g g 's  s e is u re s  and I l le g a l  a c ts  oould no t fo rego  th e  op-
5 4

p o r tu a i ty . . .  .*  Another more su cc in c t account m erely s ta te d
55

t h a t  " d is g u s t•• .came to  a  head and l ik e  a  huge b o i l  burst**

51
Hew York H erald , September 15 , 1874.

52
^ onn* L ouisiana A fter 1868, p . 272.

55 ,F o r t ie r ,  L o u is lan a , p . 155.
54

G. Moorman to  W. T. Sherman, September 15 , 1874. 
W illiam  Tecumseh Sherman p a p e rs , M anuscripts D iv is io n , L ib ra ry  
o f C ongress, W ashington, D. C. C ited  h e re a f te r  as Sherman P ap ers . 

86 D. F. Boyd to  W. T. Sherman, September 16 , 1874. 
Sherman P apers .



TH E LOUISIANA OUTRAGES— ATTACK UPON T H E  POLICE IN T H E  ST RE ET S OF N EW  ORLEANS.

I I I .  The B a t t l e  o f  September 14 , 1874, in  New O rleans
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But a p p a re n tly  th e  moat in f lu e n t ia l  mess ago which l o f t  New 

Orleans was the  owe s e n t By th e  deposed Kellogg to  P re s id e n t 

Grant soaking a id .  Per on September 16 , th e  P re s id e n t issued  

a  p roclam ation  o rd erin g  th e  *tu rb u le n t end d iso rd e r ly  p e r­

so n s ,"  sa n e ly  th e  Penn-Ogden-White League c o a l i t io n ,  to  

* d tsp e rse  and r e t i r e  peaceab ly  to  t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  abodes
Stfiw ith in  f iv e  d a y s . . .* "  A dd itional Federal troops and th re e  

naval v esse ls  were ordered in to  New Orleans , and on September 

1 9 th , K ellogg s lip p ed  back in to  th e  S ta te  House,  th e re  to
57rem ain in  uneasy eq u ilib riu m  fo r  th e  rem ainder o f h is  term .

th b m i l i t i a  were to  have y e t ano ther b r i e f  though 

a n ti-e l im a o tlo  p erio d  o f a c t i v i t y  in  L ou isiana . Following 

th e  e le o tio n  o f 1870, the  s t a te  was onoe aga in  thrown in to  th e  

unhappy s i tu a t io n  of having two governors, when bo th  Stephen 

B. Packard and F rancis T. N icholl* claimed to  have been e le c te d . 

P ackard , th e  Republican c a n d id a te , s e t t le d  down In  th e  S ta te  

House, d e r is iv e ly  c a l le d  "F o rt Packard* by h is  enemies,®® 

and issued  th e  custom ary appeal t o  the  p re s id e n t. N egotia tions

66
R ichardson, Me s s a g e s  $ p p .  278-277. H arper’s 

Weekly, September 16 , 10W .
67

Lonn, L ouisiana A fter 1868, p . 275.

58
lb  id  «i p « 487 •
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on th e  n a tio n a l  scene r e la t iv e  to  Bayes* e le c t io n  had caused 

a  decided  change in  a t t i t u d e  on th e  Southern q u e s tio n . Grant , 

o p e ra tin g  on ly  in  a c a re ta k e r  s ta tu s  u n t i l  th e  in au g u ra tio n  

o f Hayes, n o t if ie d  Packard on March 1 , 1877, th a t  the  m il i ta r y  

would no lo n g er he used to  m ain tain  s t a t e  a d m in is tra tio n s  in
GQ

L o u is ian a . On A p ril 2 0 , 1877, P re s id e n t Bayes Issued th e  

o f f i c i a l  o rder f o r  th e  w ithdraw al o f Federal troops from Hew 

O rlean s , and fo u r days l a t e r  th e  harraeke were emptied 

The Packard government, p ro tec te d  only by the  Negro m i l i t i a  

and remnants o f the  m e tro p o litan  p o l ic e ,  d isso lv ed  im m ediately 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  and th a t  unhappy gentlem an, a l l  the  w h ile  cry ing  

" b e tra y a l* , departed  f o r  L iv e rp o o l, th e re  to  p a c ify  h im self 

w ith  a  c o n so la tio n  p r i s e ,  an appointment as United S ta te s  

Consul.®^

W ith t h i s  c o lla p s e , th e  Negro m i l i t i a  movement came 

to  an end in  L o u is ian a . I t  had never, w ith  the  s in g le  ex­

c e p tio n  of th e  September 14th  engagement, been a p a r t i c u la r ly  

a c tiv e  movement. I t s  le th a rg y  was due to  sev era l reaso n s .

In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , lo c a l  B adicals had been l a t e  in  o rgan iz ing  

t h e i r  fo rce s  as compared to  th e i r  b re th e rn  in  o ther Southern

68
Garnie W. MoGinty, L ouisiana Hedeemed, (New O rleans. 

1941), p . 110.
60 Ih ld . * PP* 121-122.
61

I b id . , p . 123.
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s t a t e s .  Then, to o , s in o e  th e  se n t of government was Hew O rleans, 

and s in o e  th e  troops were used alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  in  defense 

o f incumbent a d m in is tra t io n s , m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t y  was confined 

t o  th a t  c i t y  a lo n e i i t  never spread to  th e  p ro v in ces , as i t  did 

in  o th er s ta te s *  But th e  most im portant s in g le  f a c to r ,  by f a r ,  

whioh kep t th e  m i l i t i a  from engaging in  l i t t l e  more th an  guard 

d u ty  was th e  p resen c e , in  ap p ree iab le  numbers, o f Federal so l*  

d ie r s  in  th e  c ity *  In  L o u is ia n a , th e y , and not the m i l i t i a ,  

were th e  p re v a ilin g  fo ree  when a  d isp u te  a ro s e , and i t  was 

indeed a  fo r tu n a te  canineidenoe fo r  th a t  m i l i t i a  t h a t ,  u n t i l  

th e  very  l a s t ,  b o th  fo ree s  championed id e n tic a l  causes*



ai*ahums m> mivmiom

S ev er, p e rh a p s , was race  war so imminent in  M iss­

i s s ip p i  as du ring  th e  autumn of 1875* The co n d itio n  of n e a r-  

anarchy which accompanied alm ost any e le c t io n  In  th a t  s ta te  

du ring  R econstruc tion  was aggravated by th® p resem e  of two 

armed and h o s t i le  fo rc e s .  One group was the  Negro m i l i t i a  

which had been c a lle d  up by Governor A dalbert Ames in  the  

wake o f th e  f e a r f u l  s la u g h te r  a t  01 in to n  in  September o f th a t  

y e a r i th e  o th e r was th e  I l le g a l  w hite  vo lun teer m il i ta ry  

companies which had sprung up throughout the  s t a t e  as p a r t  

o f th e  Demoo r a t io  program fo r  v ic to ry  in  the  oncoming e le c t io n . 

Both s id e s  were adequate ly  armed and were b u s ily  engaged in  

th e  r i s k y  business o f making freq u en t dem onstrations o f fo rce  

in  th e  fac e  o f th e  o th e r . The a i r  was heavy w ith  th re a ts  and 

oounter t h r e a t s ,  and a c o l l i s io n  appeared in e v i ta b le .  Both 

s id e s  paraded through th e  s t r e e t s  w hile  booming a r t i l l e r y  

s a lu te s  k ep t ten d er nerves aq u iv er.*  One eyew itness gave the  

fo llow ing  re p o r t  o f th e  s i tu a t io n  in  Jacksons

I  found th e  town in  g re a t excitement* 
ununiformed m i l i t i a  were parad ing  the  
s t r e e t s ,  b o th  w hite and co lo red , 1 
found th a t  th e  w hite  people -  democrats -

Paul Lewinson, Race, C la s s , and P a r ty , (New York, 
1932), p . 56.
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were vary  much exe i te d  in  consequence o f 
th e  governor o rgan ia ing  the  m i l i t i a  fo rce
o f th e  s t a t e  • X found th a t  he was about
sending arms t o  C lin to n  and Edwards and
o th e r p laces  along th e  l in e  of th e  r a i l ­
road* 1 found th a t  th e se  people were 
determ ined to  r e s i s t  h is  marching th e  
m i l i t i a  to  th e se  p o in ts  w ith  arm s, and 
th a t  they  th rea te n ed  to  k i l l  h is  m i l i t i a ­
men*2

O u trig h t war was avoided only  by th e  complete c a p i tu la t io n  of 

one o f th e  b e ll ig e re n ts  a t  th e  so -c a lle d  Peace Agreement ne­

g o tia te d  in  O ctober, 1875* But in  order th a t  th e  end o f t h i s

s to ry  m ight be b e t t e r  understood , i t  i s  necessary  t o  recon­

s t r u c t  th e  sequence of events lead in g  up to  th e  f in a l  surrender* 

On March 1 0 , 1870, James t*  A lcorn was inaugurated  

governor o f M iss issipp i*^  In  h is  inaugura l address he urged 

o i t i s e n s  no t to  v io la te  th e  law s or p e rsecu te  o ther c it iz e n s*  

Although expressing  a  w ish to  avoid th e  c o s t o f m ain tain ing  

an armed m i l i t i a ,  he gave f a i r  warning th a t  he would c a l l  up 

th e s e  fo rces  i f  i t  became necessary  to  b rin g  th e  people nto

2
Senate fieport no* 527,  44 Cong*, 1 s e s s * , p . 1801*

S A lcorn was a  law y er-p lan ta r of Coahoma County* 
Although a le a d e r  of th e  a n ti - s e o e s c io n is t  fo rces  in  M iss­
i s s i p p i ,  he jo ined  th e  C onfederate army and a tta in e d  th e  
rank  o f b r ig a d ie r  general*  Xn 1866, he was e le c te d  to  th e  
United s t a te s  Senate b u t along w ith  o ther "Confederate 
B rig ad ie rs” , he was re fu sed  a  sea t*  S h o rtly  th e r e a f t e r ,  he 
jo in e d  th e  Bepublioan p a r ty  and was e le c te d  to  th e  governor­
sh ip  on th a t  t ic k e t*  DAB, I ,  pp. 187-138*



a  sense o f th e i r  o b lig a tio n s  to  so c ie ty .* 4 The f a o t  th a t  

v io lence  was held l a  cheek during  1871*1875 was no t due p r i ­

m arily  to  f e a r  o f r e p r i s a l  by th e  governor, however, bu t to  

a  com bination o f p e c u lia r  lo c a l  c ircum stances. In  th e  f i r s t  

p lace., A lco rn , a lthough  he f e l l  In  d is fa v o r  w ith  many persons 

because o f h is  a lle g e d  d e fe c tio n  In to  Hepubllean ran k s , was 

never so  b i t t e r l y  re sen ted  by th e  C onservatives in  M iss iss ip p i 

a s  was h is  su ccesso r. B a s ic a lly  co n serv a tiv e  in  ou tlook , i t  

was alm ost In e v ita b le  th a t  he would e v en tu a lly  break w ith  

th e  & idioal wing o f  h is  adopted p a r ty  and f in d  h is  way back 

in to  th e  Democratic f o ld .  Then, to o , during t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  

p e r io d , b o th  th e  in te rn a l  weakness o f th e  s t a t e  Democratio 

p a r ty  and th e  f e a r  o f Federal in te rv e n tio n  a ided  in  keeping 

th e  peace .

In  November, 1871, A lcorn  resigned  th e  governorship 

in  o rd e r to  succeed Hiram H. Hovels in  th e  Dhited S ta te s  

S e n a te , and i t  was here th a t  the  s p l i t  developed between him 

and A dalbert Aloes, th e  o th er Senator from M iss is s ip p i. Both

4
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 878.

6
A lcorn liv e d  to  become th e  le a d e r  in  M iss iss ip p i 

o f th e  o p p o sitio n  to  Federal l e g i s la t io n  favoring  th e  Negro.
He was prom inent in  d ra f t in g  the  d isc rim in a to ry  C o n s titu tio n  
o f 1890. DAB, 1 , p . 158*
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men, seek ing  v in d ic a tio n  a t  th e  hands o f th e i r  c o n s t i tu e n ts ,  

e n te red  th e  governor’s rac e  in  th e  campaign o f 1973* Ames 

headed th e  R adical f a c t io n  of h ie  own p a r ty  w hile  A lcorn was 

supported  by co n serv a tiv e  Republicans and a  not inconsiderab le  

number o f Democrats• When th e  vote was t a l l i e d ,  Ames was de­

c la re d  e lec ted*

Dating from th i s  r e je c t io n  of A lcorn in  1373 and 

th e  subsequent in c rease  In  o ff ic e -h o ld in g  by Negroes, the  

tempo o f  v io lenoe increased  throughout th e  s t a t e ,  and Negro 

m i l i t i a  fo re e s  were c a lle d  upon to  p lay  a  more dominant ro le  

in  p o l i t i e s !  a f f a i r s *  Several f a c to r s  were resp o n sib le  fo r

th is  in c re a s in g  u n re s t ,  c h ie f  among them being th e  in te n s i ty
7o f f e e l in g  d r loo ted  a g a in s t Ames personally*  Ho had come 

to  M iss is s ip p i in  1336 In  command o f a  detachment of fe d e ra l 

tro o p s assigned  to  g a rr iso n  du ty  and had been appointed p ro ­

v is io n a l  governor by General Irw in McDowell in  1369, fo llow ing

6
Vernon 1* W harton, The Negro In  M is s is s ip p i, 1883- 

1890,  (Chapel H i l l ,  1947), p* US’. Cited’"’h e re a f te r  as W harton, 
jgegro in  M is s is s ip p i*

7
Ames, a  n a tiv e  of Maine, graduated frees West p o in t 

j u s t  as th e  C iv il  War broke out* He rose from lie u te n a n t  to  
b rev e t major g en era l du ring  th e  w ar, and came to  M iss iss ip p i 
w ith  th e  24 th  In fa n try  which was assigned  th e re  fo r  g a rr iso n  
du ty  a f t e r  the  w ar. Dunbar Howland, ( e d . ) ,  Snoyc loped la  of 
M iss is s ip p i H is to ry , I ,  84-109* C ited  h e re a f te r  as Encyclopedia 
of M iss iss ip p i' H is to ry .



th e  removal o f  Governor Benjamin G. Humphreys*^ In  March of 

th e  fo llow ing  y e a r ,  he was g iven  command of th e  e n t i r e  Miss­

i s s ip p i  a re a  and enjoyed th e  dual ro le  of c iv i l  governor and 

m i l i ta r y  commander u n t i l  th e  access io n  of A lcorn, In  1870,

Amos b e a t h is  sword in to  a p o l i t i c a l  plowshare and resigned  

from  th e  army in  o rder to  he f r e e  to  exchange h is  tu n ic  fo r  

a  toga* Along w ith  Hiram B evels, he p resen ted  h im self fo r  

acceptance to  th e  Halted S ta te s  Senate where th e  i r r e g u la r i ty  

o f h is  c re d e n tia ls  ,  which had been signed by Ames h im se lf , 

caused an uneasy d e lay  in  h is  being se a te d . While In  the  

S e n a te , h is  d e d ic a tio n  to  th e  advancement of th e  Negro race

served  only to  widen th e  b reach  w ith  th e  C onservatives back 
9

home. In  a d d it io n  to  th is  , h is  pe rsonal s ta tu r e  had n o t 

been enhanced on th e  lo c a l p o l i t i c a l  scene by th e  co n trac ted
10a l l ia n c e  which made him th e  son -in -law  of Benjamin P. B u tle r .

In  a d d it io n  to  t h i s  personal d is l ik e  o f Ames, two

8 . \
Percy L. R ainw ater, (® d .), The Autobiography of

Benjamin Grubb Humphreys, August 26 , 1808-Beeember 20 , 1332,'*
The M iss iss ip p i Wfclley H is to r ic a l  Review, XXI, (Septem ber,
T 53,4T 7 ^ f l = 2 M 7 -----------------------------------------------

9 For a  concise  acoount of Ames' personal and p o l i ­
t i c a l  o a re e r ,  see  Encyclopedia of M iss iss ip p i H is to ry , I , 
pp , 84-109.

10
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o th er f a c to r s  co n trib u te d  to  an increase  in  v io len ce . For 

one th in g # th e  h e re to fo re  defunct Democratic p a r ty  began to  

max stro n g e r#  and i t s  recovery  was a ttended  by a  growing em­

p h asis  on th e  use of fo rce  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  ends* At th e  same 

tim e# f e a r  o f Federa l in te rv e n tio n  was on th e  wanef th e  Grant 

a d m in is tra tio n #  under the  p re ssu re  of p u b lic  opinion# was be­

coming more c au tio u s  in  i t s  Southern p o lio y . At any ra te #

Ames was inaugura ted  on January 22# 1874, and befo re  th a t  

year had run  i t s  course# th e  f i r s t  g re a t outbreak occurred .

This c o n f l ic t  revolved about th e  f ig u re  o f P e te r  

Crosby# Ifogro s h e r i f f  of Vicksburg, A “Taxpayers Convention*1,

on December 6 , 1674# demanded h is  re s ig n a tio n  and upon h is
11re fu s a l  to  comply# fo rc ib ly  e je c te d  him from o f f ic e .  Crosby

im m ediately departed  fo r  Jackson where he in terview ed Governor

Ames and received  h is  promise of cooperation  in  re ta k in g  h is  
12o f f ic e .  Hurrying back to  Vicksburg# Crosby Issued an appeal 

fo r  a l l  good Republloans to come to  h is  a s s is ta n c e . Ames 

was as good as h is  word# and on December 4# he had h is  p r iv a te  

se c re ta ry #  A. G. Packer# who# In c id e n ta lly #  doubled as A djutant 

General of the  state# send th i s  messagei

11
Garner# M is s is s ip p i# p . 329 e t  passim .

12
Ib id .
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C apta in  P . C • H a ll , ea re  s h e r i f f  -  co­
opera te  w ith  your m i l i t i a  company w ith  
S h e r i f f  Crosby In  h ie  e f f o r t s  to  reg a in  
p o ssessio n  o f h is  o f f i c e . . , . I S

B all was th e  Itegre c a p ta in  o f a  se v en ty -fiv e  man a ll-N eg ro

company which had been organised  in  Vicksburg'*-'4 and was a t

th e  tim e f u l l y  armed and equ ipped .1** As he m obilised h is

fo r c e s , th e  s i tu a t io n  grew te n s e .  The mayor o f V icksburg,

an anti-Ames man. Issued  a  proclam ation  on December 7 , c lo s in g

a l l  sa loons and p lac in g  th e  c i t y  under m a r tia l  law , g ran tin g

m il i ta r y  command to  an  ex-C onfederate o f f ic e r  w ith  a fo roe  c f

one hundred men.16 Meanwhile , Crosby continued to  r e o ru i t

su p p o rte rs  from th e  o u tly in g  Negro se ttlem e n ts  by c ir c u la t in g

th e  s to ry  th a t  bo th  p re s id e n t Grant and Governor Ames were

in  V icksburg, and th a t  to  jo in  th e  march on the  c i t y  was the
»  . 1 7
" R e p u b l i c a n  th in g ” to  do . Before th e  sun had s e t ,  th e  an­

ta g o n is ts  met in  two se p a ra te  b a t t l e s ,  th e  l a t t e r  being fought

15
Quoted in  House of R epresen tatives Report no* BBS, 

43 Cong., 2 s e a s . ,  p . xxv.
14

Ib id . ,  p . i v .

Bdward Mayes, L. Q. C. Lamar, His L i f e , Times 
and Speeches, (N a sh v ille , 15037, P« 2'&5. t f i ie d '"hereafte r as 
Mayes , Lamar.

13
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 329 e t  passim .

17
The Hat io n , January 7 , 1876.



18a t  th e  Pemberton monument, r e s u l t in g  in  th e  deaths of tiro
" I Q

w hites and approxim ately  t h i r t y - s i x  Negroes. P re s id e n t 

G ran t, on Deo ember 8 1 , leaned a proclam ation  demanding th e  

r e s to r a t io n  o f o rder and on January 4 ,  1878, Governor Ames 

received  t h i s  g ra t i fy in g  message from General P h il ip  Sheridans 

" I  have to n ig h t assumed co n tro l over th e  Department of th e
M.G ulf, A company o f tro o p s w i l l  be se n t to  Vicksburg tomorrow.

R eaction to  the  Vicksburg r i o t  was mined, th e  lo c a l

C onservatives went t o  th e  unnecessary tro u b le  of e le c t in g

an o th e r s h e r i f f ,  only  to  see  him deposed in  m id-January by
21tftiited S ta te s  troops and th e  hated Crosby r e in s ta te d .  One 

H is s is s ip p ia n  suggested th a t  a  double in s c r ip t io n  be pu t on 

th e  Pemberton monument readings "Here surrendered  th e  Con­

fe d e ra te  e h le f ta n  in  1868, and here f e l l  100 Dupes to  th e
22unhallowed am bition of Ad e l  be r t  Ames in  1874.** The N orthern

18
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 329 e t  passim .

19
Ib id .

20
P h il ip  E, Sherld&n to  A dalbert Ames. January 4 ,  

1875. P h il ip  H. Sheridan P ap ers , M anuscript D iv is io n , L ib ra ry  
of C ongress, W ashington, D. C. C ited h e re a f te r  as Sheridan 
Papers •

21
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p .  329 e t  passim .

22
C harles Furlong , O rig in  o f the Outrages a t  Vicks­

b u rg , (V icksburg, 1874), p . l ¥ .T '
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p re s s  voiced a  s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  view a

The l a t e s t  outbreak o f negrophobia has 
occurred in  M is s is s ip p i , in  V icksburg, 
and w ith  store d isa s tro u s  r e s u l ts  than  
have u su a lly  a ttended  th ese  t e r r i b l e  
evidences o f an  i r re o o n o ilia b le  antago­
nism o f r a c e s • « . .  I t  w as, in  f a c t ,  from 
th e  Vloksburgian p o in t o f view nothing 
b u t a  q u ie t  l i t t l e  a f f a i r  in  which seventy  
co lo red  o i t i s e n s  were murdered in  cold  blood
and one w hite  c i t i z e n  had l o s t  h is  va luab le
l i f e . . .
Once m ore, as a lw ays, i t  i s  th e  negroes
th a t  a re  s la u g h te re d , w hile the  w hites
e sc a p e .25

Following th e  tro u b le  in  V icksburg, Ames sought to  

s tre n g th e n  h is  p o s itio n *  In  a  message to  th e  l e g i s l a tu r e ,  

he d ee ried  th e  la c k  o f a  V e il-o rg a n iz e d  or d isc ip lin e d  

m i l i t i a ,*  and reminded th e  law-makers th a t  even i f  such men 

were a v a i la b le ,  he d id  n o t have *a d o l la r  to  expend* fo r  such
g ,

a purpose . Peering sh a rp ly  away from h is  e a r l i e r  d e su lto ry

enforcem ent p o l ic i e s ,  he threw h is w eight behind a metropo­

l i t a n  p o lie e  b i l l  designed to  o rea te  th e  hard oore of a lo y a l
9e

army. Although th i s  move was d e fe a te d , he refused  to  give

23 The Independent, December 17, 1874.

24
Message to  l e g i s l a tu r e ,  December 17 , 1874. quoted 

in  J .  8 .  Me N e lly , "Climax and C ollapse of iteo on® t r a c t io n  in  
M is s is s ip p i , 1674-1896," P u b lica tio n s  of the  M iss iss ip p i B is- 
to r lo a l  S o c ie ty , X II (191Z j, 826.

25
Garner, M iss iss ip p i, pp. 327-328.



up. On February 25 , he managed to  push th rough  the  l e g i s l a ­

tu re  an  a o t  disband lag  e x is tin g  m i l i t i a  companies , revoking 

p re v io u s ly  issued  com m issions, and re q u ir in g  s t a t e  arms to
dg

be tu rned  in .  By t h i s  measure he hoped no t only  to  curb

th e  grcsring w h ite  r i f l e  companies which were m u ltip ly ing

throughout th e  s t a t e  b u t a ls o  to  re g a in  possessio n  of s t a te

arsis fo r  re is s u e  to  a  re  in v ig o ra ted  m il i t ia *  His hopes were

f o i le d  a g a in , la rg e ly  because the a c t  was ignored by those in

p o ssess io n  of the  arm s. Continued p ressu re  by th e  governor,

however, le d  to  th e  passage in  th e  sp rin g  of 1876, o f what

became known as  th e  “ G atling  Gun B i l l ” , which a u th o rise d  the

governor to  o rgan ise  two regim ents of te n  companies each and

ap p ro p ria ted  s ix ty  thousand d o lla r s  to  c a rry  th e  a c t  in to

e ffe c t*  Of t h i s  money, f iv e  thousand d o lla r s  was to  be used

f o r  th e  purchase of arm s, s p e c i f i c a l ly  Includ ing  G atling  

27guns.

With t h i s  law s a fe ly  on the  s t a tu te  books, Ames, 

e i th e r  lu l le d  in to  a  f a l s e  sense of s e c u r i ty  o r f e a r fu l  of 

c re a t in g  a race  w ar, took no a o t ion  to  organise  h is m i l i t i a  

even as th e  campaign of 1875 approached* U nfortunately  fo r

26
Mayes, Lamar, p . 239.

27 Garner, M iss iss ip p i, p . 382.
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th e  governor* ho a p p a ren tly  f a i le d  to  comprehend th e  e a rn e s t­

ness w ith  whieh th e  M iss iss ip p i Democrats determ ined to  reg a in  

o o n tro l o f th e  s ta te *  While he continued to  hope fo r  & f re e  

b a l lo t  and a  f a i r  e le c t io n ,  h ie  opponents were p e rfe c tin g  

th e i r  q u a s i-m il i ta ry  o rg a n isa tio n  whioh would l a t e r  serve as 

a  b lu e p r in t  fo r  th e  technique in  p o l i t i c a l  v io lence  known as 

th e  Shotgun Plan* I t  was no mere coincidence th a t  th e  Democrats

s e le c te d  a s  t h e i r  campaign manager dames 2* George, a  man ex -
28perieneed  in  a f f a i r e  m i l i ta r y  as w e ll as p o l i t ic a l*  Be 

p e rs o n a lly  conducted th e  subsequent campaign which s e t  an a l l -  

tim e h igh  fo r  f re n s ie d  e ru p tio n s  o f p o l i t i c a l  violence*

The f i r s t *  and m ildest*  of th e  d is tu rb an ces a sso c ia te d  

w ith  th e  campaign took p lac e  in  Vicksburg on duly  4* 1875 * 

seme th re e  months p r io r  to  th e  e le c tio n *  The Negroes held 

a  m eeting a t  th e  c o u rt house " fo r  the  performance o f p a t r io t ic  

e x e rc is e s” * in  whioh th e  scheduled speaker was T. W* Gardoea* 

perhaps th e  most b i t t e r l y  hated o f M is s is s ip p i 's  Negro p o l i ­

t ic ia n s *  An a l t e r c a t io n  between Cardoaa and a  lo c a l judge

28 George re tu rn ed  to  M iss iss ip p i a f t e r  th e  war and 
resumed the  law p ra c t ic e  whioh he had abandoned fo r  m il i ta r y  
se rv ice*  Be was in strum en ta l in  d ire c tin g  *The devo lu tion  of 
1876” and was l a t e r  rewarded f o r  h is  se rv ic e s  by appointm ents 
to  th e  M iss is s ip p i Supreme C ourt and th e  United abates Senate* 
DAB* V II, pp . 210-217.
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r e s u l t in g  t r ora an u n f la t te r in g  e d i to r ia l  w r i t te n  by th e  form er
29le d  to  & genera l o u tb reak ,  during  whioh se v e ra l Negroes were 

k i l l e d .50

Peace had h a rd ly  re tu rn e d  to  th e  oountrys id© befo re  

an o th e r and more v io le n t outbreak  occurred In  Tasso City* 

C onditions in  t h a t  d e l ta  teem had rem in ed  a g ita te d  because of 

th e  a c t i v i t i e s  of A. T. Morgan, Republican s h e r i f f .  Morgan, 

a  o a rp e tb a g -p la n te r  tu rn ed  p o l i t i c i a n ,  had p rev io u s ly  been in ­

volved in  a  Tasoo C ity  m urder, having sho t th e  man whose job  

he subsequen tly  f i l l e d . 33- in  a d d it io n , he had oo jm itted  th e  

e e e la l  in d is c re t io n  of m arrying a  Negro sc h o o lm is tre ss , an  ao t
«p

which d id  no th ing  to  in c rease  h is  p o p u la r ity  in  lo c a l c irc le s *  

On September 1 ,  1675, a  p o l i t i c a l  m eeting was held  l a  B edw ell's 

B a ll w ith  Morgan as th e  fea tu red  a ttra c tio n *  The meeting was 

a tten d ed  by a  group o f Democrats who in te rru p te d  and heckled 

Morgan as he t r ie d  to  speak . An argument fo llow ed , whereupon 

p i s to l s  were drawn and the  h a ll  took on th e  appearance of a

29
Senate Report no. 527, I ,  44 C ong., 1 s e e s . ,  p . I x i .

20 Encyclopedia of M iss iss ip p i H is to ry , I ,  p . 100.

Senate Report no. 527, I ,  44 Cong., 1 s e e s . ,  p . l x i .

22
jb id*
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sh oo ting  g a l le ry .  One w hite m a  and th re e  Negroes were

k i l l e d  ,  and th e  c i t y  was iasnedlately  placed under m a rtia l

law.®^ According to  th e  Yaaoo Banner,  Morgan ^hastened to
SBC assius Ames t o  whom he o r ie s  to  help him, e re  he sinks.®

Ames th re a te n e d  to  r e s to re  Morgan by re tu rn in g  him under e sc o r t

o f th re e  hundred Negro m ilitiam en . Be was persuaded to  ohange

h is  p la n  when he lea rn ed  th a t  th e  people o f Yaaoo C ity  had

assembled under arms to  r e s i s t  any such maneuver, and were

th re a te n in g  to  hang Morgan and k i l l  th e  Negro m ilitiam en  to  
57th e  l a s t  man. Morgan d is c r e e t ly  decided to  remain in  Jackson 

under th e  p ro te c tiv e  wing o f th e  governor.

Before th e  Tasoo C ity  dead were d ecen tly  b u r ie d , th e  

w orst o f th e  p re -e le c tio n  r i o t s  broke out in  th e  B a p tis t-  

sem inary town of C lin to n , only a few m iles from th e  c a p i ta l  

o i ty .  At a  p o l i t i c a l  m eeting and barbecue held in  C lin to n

35
A. T. Morgan to  A. Ames, September 4 ,  1875.

A dalbert Ames P a p e rs , M iss iss ip p i Department of Archives and 
B is to ry , Jackson , M iss is s ip p i. C ited  h e re a f te r  as Ames P apers . 
Morgan w rote Ames a  f if ty -o d d  page re p o rt of th e  Tasoo C ity  r i o t .  

54
G arner, M is s is s ip p i ,  p . 378.

58
C ited  in  Morgan, Yazoo, pp . 468-460.

36
Senate Iteport no. 527, I ,  44 C ong., 1 s e s s . ,  p . l x i i ,

37
Testimony o f G. K. Chase. I b id . , p . 1803.
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on September 4 ,  I t  was planned to  allow  bo th  Democrats and 

Republicans to  speak* P r io r  to  the  m eeting , the  Republicans 

staged  a  dem onstra tion  in  which some e ig h t  hundred Negroes , 

armed and organised in to  a  e a v a lry  company, rode through th e  

s t r e e t s  o f th e  town cm g a ily  be ribboned s teed s  more accustomed 

t o  th e  plesr th an  th e  parade ground, follow ed by se v e ra l more
«p

eoBpaales afoo t*  When th e  speaking s t a r t e d ,  so did  the

tro u b le*  While a  Republican named F ish er attem pted to  address

th e  crcw d, a  f ig h t  broke out nearby between a  w hite  man and

a  Negro concerning a  b o t t l e  o f whiskey. A sho t was f i r e d ,

and in  th e  melee whioh r e s u l te d ,  th re e  w hites were k i l l e d  and
40se v e ra l o th ers  wounded* When word of t h i s  in c id en t sp read , 

armed groups o f  w hites from Jackson , Vicksburg and Edwards*
41S ta tio n  rushed to  C lin to n  by sp e c ia l t r a i n  ben t on revenge*

For n e a r ly  two d a y s , t h i s  mob combed th e  surrounding a rea
42sh oo ting  and k i l l i n g  Negroes Ind isc rim ina te ly*  Many blacks 

f le d  t o  Jackson seeking  a id  and p ro te c tio n  from Ames, w hile

38 C harles 1 . Brough, *The C lin to n  R io t* , P u b lica tio n s  
o f  th e  M iss iss ip p i H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , VI (1902), g$Y

39
Senate Report no* 527, I ,  44 Cong*, 1 s e s s * , p* I x i i i .

40
I b id . , p* Ix iv .

G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 378.
42 An estim ated  20-30 Negroes were k i l le d  during th is

outbreak*
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o th e rs  “h id  out* in  th e  woods, s tru c k  “w ith  a t e r r o r  n o t e a s i ly

d e s c r ib e d .* ^

The governor issued  a p roclam ation  on September 7 ,

a g a in s t "persons in  various p a r ts  o f th e  s t a t e ’1 who had formed

them selves in to  m i l i ta r y  companies and command©d them to  d la -
44band im m ediately. His order was openly d e f ie d , and th e  Yazoo

C ity  Herald made th i s  b i t t e r  r e t o r t :

Our dapper l i t t l e  Governor Ames comes to  
th e  f r o n t  w ith  a  proclam ation o rdering  th e  
disbandment o f a l l  m il i ta ry  companies nos 
organised  in  th e  s ta te *  I f  he has b ra in s  
enough to  know h is  r ig h t  hand from h is  l e f t ,  
he ought to  know th a t  no more a t te n t io n  w i l l  
be p a id  to  h is  proclam ation  than  th e  moon i s  
p o p u la rly  supposed to  pay to  th e  baying of a  
s h e e p -k illin g  dog**5

W hile h is  opponents were d e f i a n t ,  h is supporters were worried*

b e t te r s  l ik e  th e  fo llow ing  poured in to  th e  governor's  o ff ic e

d e sc rib in g  th e  ch ao tic  cond itions whioh ex is te d  throughout

th e  s t a t e :

To S xeellency  Gov. Ames:

The re b e ls  tu rb u le n t$ a re  arming 
them selves here now today to  go up to  
S a r t a r t i a  to  murder more poor negroes*

4$
T. Dabney to  @. Dabney, October 20 , 1875. Quoted 

in  Susan D. Smedes, A Southern p la n te r , (London, 1889), p . 232*

44
Senate Heport no. SB7 , 1 , 44 Cong*, 1 s e e s . ,  p . x i i ,

45
Quoted in  Morgan, Yazoo, p . 470.
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Got. ,  a in t  th e  no p e r te c tio n ?  This 
con fed era te  m il i ta r y  a l l  over the  s t a t e ,  
now c a lle d  G ranger, They a re  b e t te r  p re ­
pared nee Tor f ig h tin g  th an  th ey  was befo re  
th e  w ar. They read y r  proclam ation today 
and damn you and proclam ation  to o  j they  
In tend to  hang you ore ge t come s e c re t  
scoundrel to  k i l l  you.,,*®

These u n se ttle d  co n d itio n s  caused Ames to  tu rn  to  th e

Federa l government f o r  a id .  On September 8 ,  he appealed to

Faresident Grant f o r  troops to  r e s to re  order in  M is s is s ip p i,

G eneral George sim u ltaneously  te leg rap h ed  W ashington in s is t in g

th a t  "peace p re v a i ls ." * 7 On September 14 , G ran t, through h is

A tto rney  G enera l, refused  Ames' req u est and declared  th a t

" th e  whole p u b lic  a re  t i r e d  of th e  annual autumnal outbreaks
aAR

In  the  so u th ,"  Ames was now l e f t  to  h is  own d ev ices .

P ressu re  began to  mount fav o rin g  e f f e c t iv e  o rg an isa tio n  

o f th e  Ssgro m i l i t i a ,  Ames continued t o  f r e t  over the  poss i*  

h i l i t y  o f d r i f t i n g  in to  race  w ar, and as l a t e  as September 11 , 

he voieed h is  o p p o sitio n  to  a " m il i t i a  o f co lored  men"*® fo r

b e t te r  to  Ames signed by "We co lo red  c i t i s e n s "  of 
Vicksburg dated  September 8 ,  1878, Quoted in  Senate Report 
no. 627, IX , 44 C ong,, 1 s e e s , ,  p . 89,

47 G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 380,
48

C ited  in  W harton, liegro In  M is s is s ip p i , p . 194.

49
A delbert Ames to  A, T. Morgan, August 14 , 1374,

Ames P apers ,
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f e a r  th a t  such a c t io n  would develop in to  n& war o f races whioh 

would ex tend beyond th e  borders o f th is  s t a te  More and 

lo u d er demands fo r  th e  m i l i t i a  were heard as th e  tro u b le  w ith in  

th e  s t a t e  co n tin u ed . The governor’s c lo se  p o l i t i c a l  adv iso rs 

favored  th e  move, hoping i t  would be p o ss ib le  to  ‘•preserve the
„ g l

peaoe w ith  th e se  men. Even the  N orthern p re ss  jo ined  the  

hue and c ry  a g a in s t  Ames, c a l l in g  him wa mere sham** and de­

manding to  know the  whereabouts o f th e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a * ^  Thus 

Ames, harassed  by th e  in te rn a l  co n d itio n s o f the  s t a t e ,  aban­

doned by th e  Federal government, and in fluenced  by th e  advice 

o f h is  n e a re s t  and most t r u s te d  f r ie n d s ,  began to  a c t .

On September 3 d , A djutant General packer se n t th e

fo llow ing  message to  every  s h e r i f f  in  th e  s t a t e ;

S irs  1 am d ire c te d  by h is  exce llency  
th e  governor to  in q u ire  i f  any m i l i t i a  
o rg an isa tio n s  a re  needed in  your oounty 
to  a s s i s t  th e  c iv i l  o f f ic e rs ?  Are th e re  
any th re a ts  from th e  o p position  th a t  in  
your judgm ent, w i l l  be c a r r ie d  in to  e f f e c t . . .  5

Telegram o f Governor Ames to  A ttorney General 
Edwards p ie rre p o n t dated September 11 , 1675. Quoted In  J .  W. 
G arner, M is s is s ip p i, pp . 382-383.

61
C harles W. C larke to  A. Ames, September 16 , 1876. 

Quoted in  Senate Hep or t  no. 627, XI, 44 Cong., 1 s e e s . ,  p . 92.

62 The Independent, September 16 , 1875.

C ited  in  Senate hepo rt no.  627, I ,  44 C ong., 1 s e s s . ,  
p .  l x v i i l .  ''r



i n

Responses to  th i s  fo o lo r  wore v a rie d . Bern s h e r i f f s  d e f in i te ly

wanted m i l i t i a ,  o th ers  d id  not* Host r e lu c ta n t  of a l l  th o se

co n tac ted  was th e  s h e r i f f  o f P ike county#

t  in ten d  to  do a l l  in  my power to  p re ­
se rv e  th e  pease and make a r r e s t s  w ith ­
ou t b rin g in g  about c o n fl ic t*  And when 
i t  comes to  t h a t ,  1 s h a l l  th in k  i t  my 
f i r s t  du ty  to  keep ou t o f it*«*our p a rty  
i s  n o t composed o f f ig h tin g  m a te r ia l*5^

Ames was n o t d e te rre d  from h is  co u rse , however, fo r  on th e  

l a s t  day o f September he w rote p re s id en t G ran t# *X am o rgan is­

ing th e  m i l i t i a  and w i l l  f ig h t* * * if  necessary.*®®

The governor c a l le d  up what he be lieved  to  be “th e
ed

only  a v a i la b le  fo rc e ,  th e  co lo red  m i l i t ia * ;  th e se  troops

were confined  p r im a rily  to  th e  a re a  around th e  c a p i ta l  c ity *

The Begro companies were composed c h ie f ly  o f refugees from

th e  re c e n t C lin to n  r i o t  and were under the  lea d e rsh ip  o f th e
87f i e r y  m u la tto , C harles Caldwell* In  an e f f o r t  t o  t r a i n  and

54
J* Qm MoNeily, “Climax and C ollapse of Reoonstruo- 

t io n  In  M is s is s ip p i , 1874-1896*, P u b lica tio n s  of th e  M iss iss ip p i 
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , X II (1918), l i d .

55 A dalbert Ames to  Ulysses 8* G ran t, September 50 ,
1875* Ames Papers*

56 A dalbert Ames to  James W* G arner, January 17 , 1900* 
James W. Garner p a p e rs , M iss iss ip p i Department of Archives and 
H is to ry , Jackson , M iss issipp i*  C ited h e re a f te r  as Garner Papers*

57 Prank Johnston , “The Conference o f October 15 , 1878,
Between General George and Governor Ames*, P u b lica tio n s  of th e
M iss is s ip p i  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , VI (1902), #7* Senate "Heport no*
527 , i ,  44 Song*, 1 s e e s «, p* Ixac* G arner, M iss ie s ip p iV p* &8%T
M nds County (M iss is s ip p i)  G a se tte , September &8, 1675*
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equip h is  f o r c e s ,  Ames ordered a  hundred copies o f Upton's 

In fa n try  T ac tic s  from a Hew York p u b lis h e r , a thousand Spring­

f i e l d  r i f l e s ,  f i f t e e n  hundred haversacks,  and f iv e  thousand 

ra t io n s  o f pork and bacon .68 Those w arlik e  p rep a ra tio n s  caused 

an immediate r e a c t io n .  The C onservatives sh rieked  th a t  th e  

g o v e rn o r 's  a c t io n  was u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l ,69 and charged th a t  I t  

was h is  in te n t io n  to  d e l ib e r a te ly  b rin g  about a c o l l i s io n  of 

th e  races.® 0 The u su a lly  eloquent L. Q. C. Lamar was plunged 

in to  d e sp a ir  and w ailed  over th e  fu tu re  o f M ississipp i*  *Ames 

has i t  dead. There dan be no escape from h is  r u le .  His negro 

regim ents a re  nothing* He w i l l  ge t th an  k i l le d  up and then  

Grant w i l l  tak e  p o ssess io n  f o r  him.*®* The Jackson V indicator 

made th e  fo llow ing  a n a ly s is  of the s i tu a t io n !

The o rg an isa tio n  o f m i l i t i a  companies 
s t i l l  goes b rav e ly  on. Jackson 's  sons 
w ith  Jack so n 's  guns w i l l  f ig h t  fo r  
Jack so n 's  g lo ry . A ll th i s  seems l ik e  
p rep arin g  fo r  w a r, but no t so* only p re ­
p arin g  to  a tta o k  $60,000.00 of the  p e o p le 's  
money in  the  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y .• *.32

58
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 882. Senate Report no.

627, I ,  44 G ong., 1 s e e s .  ,' p . l x ix .  .
69

Jackson Weekly C la r io n , October 1 3 , 1875.
€0 Senate Report no . 527, X, 44 G ong., 1 s e s s . ,  p . Ix x i .  

G arner, Miss iaslppl, ' pV' JHsTT

61 Mayes, Lamar, p . 211.
82 .

quoted in  Hinds County (M iss is s ip p i)  G aze tte ,
September 2 9 , 1875.
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The most extreme re a c t io n  ©am© in  the  form o f anonymous 

thro& ta a g a in s t  Ames. The fo llow ing  i s  ty p ic a l  j 

A* Ames
The White Leaguers o f C laiborne have 

determ ined to  g e t r id  of J .  J .  S m ith .«• 
and o th er soallaw ags in  th i s  county . Our 
b ro th e rs  in  your se c tio n  w i l l  look a f t e r  
you. Send out your negro troops and G a tlin  
guns, and we w i l l  wipe th an  from th e  face  
o f th e  e a r th ,  which th ey  d isg ra c e . We 
have th e  b e s t r i f l e s ,  and /£$&**&** fo r  
an  op p o rtu n ity  to  use them?®®

In  e a r ly  O ctober, 1875, th e  l a s t  concen tra ted  out** 

break; o f v io lence  erup ted  a t  Friar*® p o in t ,  home of ex-Governor 

James L . A lco rn , s i tu a te d  in  a l lu v ia l  Coahoma County in  n o rth ­

w est M is s is s ip p i . A lco rn , moving back toward h is  o r ig in a l 

p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t io n ,  had a l l i e d  h im self w ith  the  C onservatives 

in  th a t  county  and had le d  in  denouncing the  lo c a l Negro

r in g  headed by S h e r if f  Brown. Alcorn made a  speech accusing
64Brown o f being  a  d e f a u l te r ,  and when th e  s h e r i f f  prepared 

to  answer th e  ch a rg e , A lcorn l e t  i t  be known th a t  he would 

p e rso n a lly  a tte n d  th e  speech Ma t  a l l  haaards® because of 

Brown’s “h a b it o f denouncing me ^ fo co riy ’' w ith  a l l  the  vul­

g a r i t y . . .p o s s ib l e , 1,66 Brcsra thereupon se n t messengers in to

63 Quoted In  Senate Report no. 827, I ,  44 Cong., 1 s e s s .

64 New Tork H erald , Qotober 6 , 1375•
65

donate Report no. 627, I ,  44 C ong., 1 s e e s . ,  p . 69
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th e  surrounding  country  s id e  to  b ring  in  an armed fo rce  to  p ro­

to o t  him “ in  h ia  r ig h t  to  speak” ,  and on the  fa llow ing  Tuesday, 

se v e ra l hundred armed Negroes marched toward th e  to w a .^  The 

w h ite  company in  F r i a r ’ s P o in t se n t a  messenger to  th e  ad­

vancing column o rdering  them to  d isp e rse  w ith in  f i f t e e n  m inutes 

or r i s k  a tta c k *  A fte r  a h a s ty  c o n s u lta tio n , th e  Ne:;ro fo rce
67r e t r e a te d  a  m ile  or so  away from town to  aw ait reiaforeem enbs • 

Because of th e  th re a te n in g  n a tu re  of th e  s i tu a t io n ,  th e  women 

and c h ild re n  were evacuated from F r i a r ’s p o in t and sen t across 

th e  r iv e r  to  Helena,  A rkansas, where a vo lun teer company was
ftfira is e d  and se n t t o  a id  Alcorn* The w hites decided to  a tta c k  

b e fo re  enemy rein fo rcem en ts could a r r i v e ,  and a lthough  they  

expressed  th e  in te n t io n  of m erely f i r in g  over the  Negroes* 

h ead s , e ig h t persons were k i l le d  in  the  f r a y . The Negroes 

were d isp e rsed  and Brown l a t e r  tu rned  up In  Memphis w ith  th e  

e x p lan a tio n  th a t  he had been “detached from h is  f r ie n d s  e a r ly  

in  th e  t ro u b le .

fteperbe from o th e r  se c tio n s  o f th e  s t a te  showed th a t

66
I b id . , pp* 69-70.

67
Ib id . ,  p . 70.

66
New York H erald , October 6 ,  1876.

69
I b id .,  October 7 , 1876.
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cond ition*  wore uniform ly ag ita te d *  Less than  a  week a f t e r  

th e  F ria r**  p o in t a f f a i r ,  Ames received  th i s  l e t t e r  from 

"Ticksburg a

Governor Arness
Dear S i r i  I  th in k  th i*  morning th a t  you 
ought t o  be n o t if ie d  hoe th ing*  a re  going 
on in  Warren County around Vicksburg.
Ever s in c e  Sat th e  demoorat p a r ty  has 
been l ik e  ro a rin g  lions*  th ey  have sworn 
to  n o t l e t  u* co lo red  m i l i t i a  o rgan ise  
in  th i s  c i t y ,  and been going every  s in ce  
S a t n ig h t w ith  t h e i r  guns -  going round 
th e  h a l ls  to  see  i f  any o f them a re  ga th ­
e red  to g e th e r ,  to  break  them up, and making 
th e i r  th re a ts  what they  Intend to  do w ith  
th e  governor* th a t  i f  he sends Okas* Caldwell 
down to  Vicksburg w ith  guns and ammunition 
to  arm th e  n eg ro es, t h a t  he w i l l  never g e t 
there*
• ••am e x tra  t r a i n  leav in g  here  in  the  morn­
ing fo r  Jackson , who supposed to  be the  
lead ing  t ig e r s  o f t h i s  c i t y ,  going out to  
make Governor Ames c a l l  in  them anas and 
disband th a t  negro m i l i t i a . . . 70

Meanwhile, in  Jackson, where Ames had placed se v e ra l 

Negro companies on a war fo o tin g , danger of an outbreak in ­

c reased  h o u rly . Parading companies o f armed w h ites and Negroes 

fu rn ish ed  a handy excuse fo r  e o n fllo t#  Excitement had reached 

fe v e r  p o in t and bloodshed seemed in e v ita b le  when on October l b ,  

1875, th e  a d v e rsa rie s  n e g o tia te d  a  "peace Agreement", whioh 

proved to  be th e  undoing o f th e  governor. The agreement was

70 Anonymous le t t e r  to  Adalbert Ames, October 13 , 1876.
Quoted in  Senate Report no. 527, XI, 44 Cong., 1 se s s * , p . 83*
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reached la rg e ly  th rough  the  in fluence  of G. K, Chase, "a 

gentlem an o f in te l l ig e n c e  and good add ress” , who had been se n t 

to  M iss is s ip p i by A ttorney General Edwards P le rrep o n t to  r e ­

p o r t  th e  t ru e  c o n d itio n  of a f f a i r s  t h e r e , ^  Chase was in s t r u ­

m ental in  g e tt in g  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of bo th  groups to g e th e r ,  and

a  committee headed by General George c a lle d  upon the  governor
72in  an  e f f o r t  t o  work ou t d e ta i l s  of a  compromise. th e  com­

m itte e  suggested  th a t  th e  b e s t way to  s e t t l e  th e  u n res t in  th e

s t a t e  would be to  disband th e  m i l i t i a i  Ames countered by p ro -
73posing  to  disband them but allow ing  them to  keep t h e i r  guns*

This was ob jec ted  to  on th e  grounds th a t  such a c tio n  would

*be th e  source o f se rio u s  d is tu rb an c es1*, and the  eventual

d e c is io n  was t o  d e p o sit th e  arms w ith  the  commander o f Federal
74tro o p s  s ta tio n e d  in  Jackson, The general terms of agreement 

were th a t  Ames would disband th e  m i l i t i a  in  exchange fo r  a s s u r -
M g

anocs o f a  peacefu l and o rd e rly  e lec tio n *

The announcement o f th e  compromise was g ree ted  w ith

71 A. J .  B ro ra , A H isto ry  of Hawton County, (Jackson , 
1894), p .  184. ”

72
G arner, M is s is s ip p i , pp . 387-368.

73 James P . Lynch, Kemper County ^ in d ic a te d , and A 
Peep a t  jffrdloal Hule In  M is s is s ip p i, (Mew fo rk , 1879), p . ITgq. 
C i'ted~ hereafte r as Lynch, Kemper County V indicated,

74
Ib id *

78
Garner, M iss iss ip p i, p . 308,
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'varied r e a c t io n s .  G en era lly , the  p ress  applauded th e  suspension
76o f  m i l i ta r y  o p e ra tio n s , hu t such sentim ent was by no means 

unanimous. The e d i to r  o f The R a tion , fo r  example, remarked 

w ith  some a o e rb ity  th a t  * the  s p i r i t  of oesyoord*1 in  a l l  proba­

b i l i t y  r e s u l te d  from th e  f a c t  “th a t  th e  gunpowder had given 
«77out# One pertu rbed  M issiesippim n name extrem ely  c lo se  to  the  

t r u th  when he remarked th a t  *d# 2# George and Co* Seokwinked 

th e  p re s id e n t o f 0# 8# about pease in  Miss * e le c t io n .

The r e s u l t s  of th e  "Peace Agreement” were d isa s tro u s  

to  th e  Republicans fo r  two very good reasons# In  th e  f i r s t  

p la c e ,  i t  l e f t  them d e fen se less  In  th e  fac e  Of an armed and 

p i t i l e s s  a d v e rsa ry , and in  th e  second p la c e , th e  Democrats de­

l ib e r a t e ly  avoided l iv in g  up to  th e i r  end of th e  b a rg a in . By 

a  c a lc u la te d  program of f ra u d , v io le n ce , and in tim id a tio n , th e  

Democrats won an  overwhelming v ic to ry  in  the  e le c t io n  of 

November 3rd* And as soon as th e  new le g is la tu r e  convened, 

th e  f i r s t  o rder o f business was to  draw up a r t i c l e s  o f Im­

peachment a g a in s t Ames, who, by ano ther compromise, was allowed 

to  re s ig n  the  governorship#

76 Sew York H erald,  October 16 , 1676.
77 The N ation , October 28 , 1876#

78
J# Meek to  A dalbert Ames, November 2 ,  1876#

Ames papers#



b e t  1 fo u n d  m y s e l f  c o n fr o n t  in I w ith  h o s t i le  le g is la t io n , 
|  a n d  e m b a r r a s s e d  a n d  b a t t le d  in  m y  e n d e a v o rs  t o  c a u y  
'  o u t  m y  p la n s  fo r  th e  w e l fa re  o f  m y  S t a te  a n i l  m y  p a r ty .

j im p e a c h m e n t  w e re  in s t i t u t e d  a g a in s t  m e , a m i o f  c o u rs e  
: 1 c o u ld  n o t  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  r e t i r e  f ro m  m y  p o s i t io n  u n ­

d e r  th e  im p u ta t i o n  o f  a n y  c h a r g e  a f f e c t in g  m y  h o n o r  
a n d  in te g r i ty .

. F o r  th e  r e a s o n  in d ic a t e d ,  I s t i l l  d e s i r e  In  e s c a p e  
b u r d e n s  w h ie h  a i e  c o m p e n s a te d  b y  n o  p u b l ic  u s e fu l ' 
n e s s ; a n d  i f  th e  a r t i c le s  o f  im p e a c h m e n t  p r e s e n te d

A ME S

K IL L IN G  1 'O L IT E .

T H E  M IS S IS S IP P I L E C IS L A T V liE  II.VS K I L L E D  IT S E l.P  BY  W IT H D R A W IN G  T 1IE  IM PE A C H M E N T , A N D  T 1IE  GOVEKNOK H A S  K I L L E D  I lIM S K L F  BY  R E S IC N IN G  H IS  O FF IC E :

IV. The d e s ig n a t io n  of Governor Ames
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The e le o tio n  o f 1875, whioh marked th e  re tu rn  to  

power o f th e  Democrats in  M is s is s ip p i , i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  fo r  th i s  

s to r y  because i t  a ls o  marked th e  end o f Hegro m i l i t i a  in  th a t  

s ta te *  Mo one oan say  what th e  r e s u l ts  might have been had 

Ames been w i l l in g  to  employ ra th e r  th an  m erely o rgan ise  h is  

fiegro troops* This much, however, i s  c e rta in *  The governor 

should never have organised them un less he in tended to  pu t them 

to  u se , f o r ,  as i t  worked o u t ,  he only made them s i t t i n g  ducks 

f o r  th e  enemy* Ames' dawdling half-m easures in  regard  t o  th e  

Megro m i l i t i a ,  a l l  sound and no f u ry ,  stamp him as a  tim id  

C aesar, unw illing  to  c ro ss th e  Hubloon.



LIFS Iff t m  MILITIA

Ho study  o f th e  Negro m i l i t i a  movement would bo com­

p le te  w ith o u t some mention o f th e  co n d itio n s under whioh th ese  

men liv ed *  To w r i te  such an  acco u n t, however, i s  a  doubly 

d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  because in  a d d itio n  to  the  usual problem of 

s y n th e s is ,  one Is  fu r th e r  handicapped by a r e g re t ta b le  s c a r c i ty  

o f source m ate ria l*  In  s p i te  o f these  o b stac le s  and th e  l im i­

ta t io n s  th ey  impose,  th i s  chap ter begs In c lu s io n  fo r  two very 

good reasons* In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , suoh inform ation  i s  an in te ­

g ra l  p a r t  o f th e  o v e r-a ll  m i l i t i a  n a r ra t iv e i  and in  the  second 

p la c e ,  i t  is  e s s e n t ia l  t h a t  one be fa m ilia r  w ith  in te rn a l  mi­

l i t i a  co n d itio n s in  order to  understand n o t only what they  

accom plished, bu t a ls o  what they  f a i le d  to  accomplish*

An a n a ly s is  o f any p a r t ic u la r  m i l i t i a  u n it d isc lo se s  

two d i s t i n c t  and d is s im ila r  phases of i t s  h is to ry . The f i r s t  

was th e  e a r ly  o rg a n isa tio n a l period  during  which enthusiasm  

was extrem ely high and p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  movement was m erely 

an ex ten sio n  of th e  so c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  of the community* 

The second phase began w ith  the  c a l l in g  up of a  u n it fo r  a c tiv e  

se rv ice*  During th ese  periods o f m il i ta ry  o p e ra tio n s , m i l i t i a ­

men came face  to  face  w ith  th e  le s s  a t t r a c t iv e  fe a tu re s  o f

140
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s o ld ie r in g .  The p h y sio a l d iscom fort6 and materiaX inconveniences 

of oamp l i f e  wore aggravated by the a d m in is tra tio n  of m il i ta ry  

d i s c ip l in e .  The jo y  p rev io u s ly  shown on the parade ground d is ­

appeared in  th e  face  of long and extended marches through th e  

c o u n try s id e , w h ile  bo th  th e  p lea su re  and s e c u r i ty  of being 

under arms were dampened by the  sporad ic  outbreaks of v io lence 

whioh took  the  l iv e s  of many of th e i r  comrades. Since m i l i t i a ­

men were g e n e ra lly  lack in g  in  any fundamental m il i ta ry  tra in in g  

or in d o c tr in a t io n , i t  i s  no t s u rp r is in g  th a t  morale and d i s ­

c ip l in e  p r a c t ic a l ly  disappeared*

I t  i s  not s u f f i c i e n t ,  however, to  remark th a t  th e re  

were two suoh phases in  the  l i f e  h is to ry  o f a  m i l i t i a  company* 

Something more i s  demanded i f  one would understand th i s  study  

in  c o n tra s t*  In  o rder to  comprehend th e  gradual d is in te g ra t io n  

w hich took p la c e , one must tak e  a  c lo s e r  look a t  each o f th e  

ev o lu tio n a ry  phases*

During the  i n i t i a l  o rg an isa tio n a l pe riod  w hile  th e  

u n its  were being molded in to  shape, enthusiasm  reached i t s  

h ig h es t p o in t .  This was due not only to  the  novelty  of th e  

experience bu t a ls o  to  the  f a c t  th a t  th e  Negro f e l t  t h a t  by 

jo in in g  up he was p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  a crusade on h is  own behalf* 

In  a d d it io n  to  th i s  vague impulse toward s e l f -h e lp ,  th e re  were
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se v e ra l very concre te  a t t r a c t io n s  which helped keep him in ­

te r e s te d  and d e lig h ted  in  h ie  u n i t .  Per one th in g ,  m i l i t i a  

a e t i v l t y  was o f te n  tim es t ie d  d i r e c t ly  in  w ith  th e  so c ia l  l i f e  

of a  community* M il i t ia  c a p ta in s ,  fo r  example, enjoyed an 

en v iab le  p o s i t io n  in  the  so c ia l  h ie ra rch y  and were very much 

in  demand a t  lo c a l  fu n c tio n s . Musters and d r i l l s  fu rn ished  

welcome r e l i e f  from the  oppressive boredom of ro u tin e  p lan ­

t a t i o n  l i f e  and were u su a lly  a ttended  by g en ia l and Jo v ia l 

r e c r u i t s .  R ecreation  and en terta inm en t became c lo s e ly  asso ­

c ia te d  w ith  m i l i t i a  e x e rc is e s . P leasure  t r i p s  and p ic n ic s  

were fre q u e n tly  scheduled and sp e c ia l occasions were com­

memorated by some more sp e c ta c u la r  a c t iv i t y  such as o o s^ e ti-  

t iv e  ta r g e t  shoo ting .*  P o l i t i c a l  cam paigns, as w ell as s o c ia l  

a f f a i r s ,  were a ls o  a l l i e d  w ith  m i l i t i a  o rg an isa tio n s and th e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  M ilita ry  parades in  e x p o r t  o f Republican candi­

d a te s  were q u ite  common, and were u su a lly  follow ed by g ig an tic  

barbecues where a l l  p re se n t could f e a s t  not only on succu len t 

sp a re rib s  bu t a ls o  on the  p re te n tio u s  o ra tio n s  of p o l i t i c a l  

h o p efu ls .

Another reason  fo r  th e  n eg ro 's  enthusiasm  during

1
Testimony of Doc Adams. Senate M iscellaneous 

Document no. 4 8 , 1 , 44 C ong., 2 s e e s , ,  p . 49. Adams was 
c a p ta in  o7~the m i l i t i a  company which was l a t e r  a n n ih ila te d  
a t  Hamburg, South C a ro lin a .
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t h i s  e a r ly  s ta g e  re s u l te d  from h is  d e lig h t in  th e  trapp ings 

o f  m il i ta r y  l i f e *  Th© pay , w hile n o t exceedingly  h ig h , f u r ­

n ished  a  welcome augm entation to  th e  sm all income of th e
2average a g r ic u l tu r a l  worker* The f a c t  th a t  he a c tu a l ly  en­

joyed "p lay in g  soger" caused him to  look on h is  pay as being
sin  th e  n a tu re  of a  g if t*  Then, to o , he undoubtedly experienced 

much g r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  w earing the  uniform o f h is  s t a te  m il i t ia *  

The l a x i ty  of uniform  reg u la tio n s allowed considerab le  freedom 

in  th e  m atter o f m il i ta ry  d re ss  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  many out­

f i t s  were extrem ely  c o lo r f u l ,  seme downright gaudy* For 

exam ple, Ned Tennant, le a d e r of the  E d g efie ld , South C a ro lin a , 

m i l i t i a  u n i t  wore a  long o s t r ic h  plume as th e  p iece  do r e ­

s is ta n c e  o f h is  uniform*4 O liver Cromwell, who led  th e  huge 

Negro parade in  C lin to n , M is s is s ip p i , p r io r  to  th e  r i o t  of 

Septem ber, 1375, no t only decorated  h is  own person w ith  a

plumed hat and c a v a lry  s a b e r , b u t a ls o  s a t  a s t r id e  a  horse
5trimmed in  r e d , w h ite  and b lue  ribbons* In  a d d itio n  to  h is  

s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  th e  pay and th e  uniform , the  Negro d e a rly

Z
Although a l l  c la s s e s  of Negroes jo ined  th e  m i l i t i a  

movement, th e  overwhelming m ajo rity  seem to  have been re c ru ite d  
from among a g r ic u l tu r a l  workers*

L eland , Voice From South C a ro lin a , p* 49.

4 Bimkins, Ben T illm an , p* 59*

5 C* H. Brough, "The C lin to n  R io t,"  P u b lica tio n s  
o f th e  M iss iss ip p i H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty , VI (19(51), $6.
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loved th e  gun issu ed  him by th e  s ta te *  In  some oases , th i s  

was th e  f i r s t  f ire a rm  ever possessed by th e  freedm&n, and in  

a lm ost a l l  oases i t  was th© f in e s t  he had ever had* That 

th e  Negro had an  apitud© fo r  marksmanship Is  a t te s te d  to  by 

th e  f a o t  t h a t ,  to  t h i s  day , he remains the  fe a re d , respected  

though in v e te ra te  enemy of th e  r a b b i t ,  th e  s q u ir re l  and th e  

q u a i l •

T hese, th e n , were th e  in fluences which wera resp o n sib le  

fo r  th e  e a r ly  f lu s h  o f enthusiasm  fo r  th e  m i l i t i a ;  p a r t ic ip a ­

t io n  in  th e  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f the  community p lus 

th e  p e rso n al d e lig h ts  a sso c ia ted  w ith  m il i ta ry  r i tu a l*  Be­

cause th e se  th in g s  impressed him fav o ra b ly , th e  Negro s o ld ie r  

was happy, lo y a l to  h is  command, proud of h is  a s so c ia tio n  

w ith  h is  u n i t ,  and eager to  a tten d  d r i l l s  and musters* This 

p le a sa n t s i tu a t io n  u su a lly  la s te d  only so long as th e  r e ­

quirem ents o f se rv ic e  d id  not include f u l l - s c a le  m o b ilisa tio n  

follow ed by genuine m il i ta ry  operations*

The second phase of a m i l i t i a  u n i t ’s h is to ry  began 

when i t  was c a lle d  up fo r  such o p e ra tio n a l duty and plaoed on 

a  war fo o tin g . The one s ig n if ic a n t  fe a tu re  of th i s  n o tio n  

was th a t  i t  was alm ost always accompanied by a  g radual y e t 

seem ingly i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e te r io ra tio n  o f morale* Time and
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a g a in , c omma nde rs  in  the  f i e ld  complained of the  "dem oralised 

and very  u n s a tis fa c to ry  cond ition"  of th e i r  troops.®  As morale 

con tinued  to  ebb , the  th in  la y e r  of m il i ta ry  v a rn ish  wore away 

and d isappeared  w hile a t  the same time even th e  most ru d i­

m entary forms of d is c ip l in e  were ignored or fo rg o tte n . Subse­

quent r e s u l t s  were d isa s tro u s  to  th e  movement* The accoutrem ents 

o f war which had been issued  m ilitiam en  were Inadequately  o r 

isqprqperly eared  for*  Guns were c a re le s s ly  l o s t ,  m isplaced or
•r

s to le n ,  and l i t t l e  e f f o r t  was wasted in  the  maintenance chores
8of c le an in g  and o i l in g  the  weapons. Uniforms were a r b i t r a r i l y  

a l te r e d  to  s u i t  the  s a r to r i a l  ta s te s  of the  w earer, w ith  oava- 

l i e r  in d if fe re n c e  to  e x is tin g  re g u la tio n s . So general did 

th is  p ra c t ic e  become t h a t ,  in  c e r ta in  a re a s ,  changing th e
9shape or s ty le  of th e  unlform  was made a  c o u rt-m a r tia l  o ffen se . 

S e l lin g  or pawning of th e se  g ra tu ito u s  issu es  in  order to  

r a i s e  cash  fo r  immediate and g e n e ra lly  n o n -m ilita ry  p u rsu its  

was standard  procedure. Several s tep s  were taken  to  p revent

6
Annual Report o f th e  A djutant General of th e  

S ta te  of L o u is ian a , 18^4 , p . XT "TTted h e rea fte r ' as "ReporF"of 
A dju tan t General "of L o u is ian a .

7 K. P anforth  to  L t. Gibbons, dune 25 , 1869.
AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of A rkansas.

8 Report of th e  In sp ec to r G eneral, L ouisiana S ta te  
M i l i t i a ,  January 6 , 1871, Quoted in  Report of A djutant General 
o f L o u is ian a , 1870, p . 21*

o
9 General Order no. 5 , February 6 , 1874. Quoted in  

Report o f A dju tan t General o f L o u is ian a , 1874, p . 58.
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d is p o s i t io n  o f state-ow ned c lo th in g  fo r  personal gain* In

Tennessee* p e rio d ic  in sp ec tio n s  and in v en to rie s  were p ro -  
10c e r lb e d , w h ile  in  L ouisiana uniforms were kept under look 

and key in  th e  s t a t e  armory and were issued  only on days when 

a c tu a l ly  needed ,11

E qually  as se rio u s  as n eg lec t of equipment was the  

p ro g ress iv e  tendency to  v io la te  th e  p r in c ip le  o f command. 

O ffice rs  experienced in c reas in g  d i f f i c u l ty  in  en fo rc ing  d i s ­

c ip l in e  and d isobedience o f o rders was a  common charge in  
12m il i ta r y  t r i a l s .  T hreats a g a in s t o ff ice rs*  l iv e s  were not

13unheard of* and eases of a c tu a l mutiny were reported* L ife

w ith in  th e  camp was not unaffected  by th ese  conditions*  T hefts

o f p e rsonal and s t a te  p ro p e rty  were common* F is t  f ig h ts  and

o th e r forms of rowdyism fre q u e n tly  broke out * and drunkenness
14became a  problem  of some magnitude*

10 General Joseph Cooper to  C ol. Gamble* March 13*
1869* AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  o f Tennessee* ~

11 General Order no. 18* May 29* 1874* Quoted In  Re­
p o r t  o f A djutant General of L ouisiana * 1874 * p* 48 *

12 General Order no* 11* in  General Order Book, Tenn­
essee  S ta te  Guards* 1889* AGO F ile*  S ta te  of Tennessee*

During th e  period  of m a rtia l lew in  Arkansas in  
1888-1889* th e  Megro troops under General M allory reb e lle d  and 
th rea ten ed  h is  l i f e *  So explosive was th e  s i tu a t io n  th a t  th e  
co lo red  tro o p s were disbanded. H a r re l l , Brooks-Baxter War* p* 87.

14 Regimental Order no. 3* February 23, 1869. General 
Order Book* Tennessee S ta te  Guards* 1869* AGO F ile*  S ta te  o f 
Tennessee•
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D isa ffe c tio n  and d is s a t i s f a c t io n  found a ready o u t le t  

in  d e s e r t io n . Baziks were e o n tin u a lly  deoimated as m ilitiam en  

sim ply m elted away from encampments• In  one company, th e re  

were fo u rte e n  d e se r tio n s  during a ten -day  p e r io d ,3̂  and t h i r t y  

Tennessee guards d e se rte d  In  a  to d y .1® D efection  was d e lib ­

e r a te ly  encouraged by th e  w hites in  an a ttem pt t o  p lace  th e  

m i l i t i a  p ro je c t  in  an unfavorable l i g h t .  Xn South C a ro lin a ,

Hegross were o ffe red  se v en ty -fiv e  cen ts a day p lus r a t io n s ,
17w ith  a promise of s tead y  employment, i f  th ey  would d e s e r t .  

M i l i t i a  c ap ta in s  were fo rced  to  take extreme measures to  com­

b a t t h i s  s i tu a t io n .  A Tennessean was ridden  out of %mn on a
ISr a i l  in  punishment fo r  in c i t in g  th e  S o ld ie rs  to  d e s e r t .

Several a ttem pts were made to  improve cond itions 

w ith in  th e  m i l i t i a ,  in  hopes o f h a lt in g  th e  d is in te g ra t io n  

o f morale and d is c ip l in e  which was tak in g  p la c e . General 

L o n g s tre e t, f o r  ex an ^ le , requested  a  re v is io n  of th e  L ouisiana

15 C aptain  C llngan to  General Joseph Cooper,
Ju ly  11 , 1569. AGO f i l e .  S ta te  of Tennessee.

3,6 M aehville Union and D ispatch , September 17 , 1867.
17 B. B. B l l i o t t  to  H. K. S o o tt , September 15 , 1369. 

M ilita ry  A ffa irs  F i l e ,  S ta te  of South C a ro lin a , South C aro lina  
H is to r ic a l  Commission, Columbia, South C a ro lin a . C ited  here­
a f t e r  as  South C aro lina  M ilita ry  A ffa irs  F i le .

13 B ashv llle  Union and D ispa tch , June 1 , 1367.
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m i l i t i a  law as th e  f i r s t  s te p  toward a  r© in v ig o ra ted  f o re s .

Bs s tr e s s e d  th e  harmful e f f e c ts  r e s u l t in g  fro® d e lay  in  pay­

ment o f troops and proposed th e  a b o li t io n  of sev e ra l e x is tin g  
19r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Another prominent general f e l t  th a t  th e  problem

could be solved through a w eeding-out p ro c e ss , and he argued in

fav o r o f "one good f u l l  regim ent o f w e l l - d r i l l e d ,  e f f i c i e n t ,
20r e l i a b le  t r o o p s . . . i n  p lace  o f a  b rigade  on paper.*  S t i l l  

ano ther maneuver t o  improve morale was the g ran tin g  of p re f ­

e r e n t ia l  trea tm en t t o  m ilitiam en by allow ing them exemption

from ju ry  du ty  and a  sp e c if ie d  amount o f ta x a tio n  in  r e tu rn  fo r
21f a i t h f u l  serv ice*

A more d i r e c t  approach was adopted w ith  regard  to

th e  problems o f drunkenness and rowdyism. In  an e f f o r t  to

keep th e  s o ld ie rs  from ob tain ing  whiskey, proclam ations of t h i s

n a tu re  were posted by commanders:

Any c i t  i s  on who s h a l l  s e l l  or give any 
in to x ic a tin g  beverage to  any o f f ic e r  or 
e n lis te d  man of t h i s  command w i l l  km,ve

19
Heport o f A djutant General o f L ou is iana , 1870, p . 6*

^  Bap°r<fe *£ A dju tan t General of L o u is ian a , 1874, p . 4 ,
21 Recommended by In specto r General of L ouisiana S ta te  

M i l i t i a  in  annual re p o r t  o f January 6 , 1871, Heport of A dju tan t
General o f L o u is ian a , 1870, p , 22, j0e claim ed "that *by th ese
means, tKe m i l i t i a  w l l i ' always be kept up to  a proper standard  
and composed o f th e  r ig h t  Glass o f men*11
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h is  p lace  o f business c lo sed  up and w i l l  
be a r r e s te d  and se v e re ly  punished.*^

Rowdyism led  to  an increased  emphasis on d is c ip l in e ,  th e  de­

p lo ra b le  la c k  o f which was c o n s ta n tly  c i te d  as an e v i l .  Claim­

ing th a t  a  wn o n -d isc ip lin ed  m i l i t i a  e s ta b lis h e s  a f a l s e  idea

o f th e  d u tie s  of a  s o ld ie r  and makes th e  fo rce  e n t i r e ly  u se - 
„ 25

l e s s " ,  o f f io e rs  a ttem pted to  take  up ths s la c k . A new 

s e v e r i ty  o f tone o re p t in to  published orders th re a te n in g  t r i a l  

by "drum-head c o u r t  m a r t ia l11 and prompt punishment*24 When 

a l l  e ls e  f a i l e d ,  th e re  was recourse  to  m il i ta ry  law . C ourt- 

m a r tia l  boards were c o n s ta n tly  being c a l le d  in to  se s s io n  to  

hear oases and pass judgm ent, punishment varied  w ith  th e  o f­

fen se  committed; minor v io la to rs  were assigned  e x tra  hours o f 

d u ty  w ith  th e  camp lab o r fo rce 25 w h ile  more se rio u s  conv ic tions 

re s u l te d  in  p e n a l tie s  such as red u c tio n  in  ra n k , f in e s .

P ost Order no. 3 , February 26, 1969. General Order 
Book, Tennessee S ta te  G uards, 1369. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of Tennessee.

23
Report of A djutant General o f L o u is ian a , 1874, p . 5 .

24
General Order no. 4 ,  Tennessee S ta te  G uards, Issued 

February 23 , 1869. Quoted in  Senate Report no. 21 , p t .  1 , 42 
Cong., 2 see s . ,  p . 460.

23
General Order no. 11 , General Order Book, Tennessee 

S ta te  G uards, 1369. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of Tennessee
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d ishono rab le  d isc h a rg e , and In  is o la te d  oases* d e a th .g® I t  

oan h a rd ly  he claim ed th a t  ju s t ic e  was adm inistered  in  an 

ewen-handed fa sh io n  because the  s e v e r i ty  of the  punishment 

warded from p lace  to  place* For example* a Tennessee p r iv a te *  

found g u i l ty  o f d ese rtio n *  was su b jec ted  to  th e  h u m ilia tio n  

o f being

d ishonorab ly  drummed out of a amp and 
th e  se rv ic e  o f th e  S ta te  of Tennessee 
w ith  one s id e  o f h is  head shorn and 
A i s /  r ig h t  b re a s t  bearing  the  in s c r ip ­
t io n  D ese rte r  in  la rg e  and p la in  ch ar­
a c te rs  marched to  th e  tune of
th e  Hogue's March esco rted  by a guard 

a t  l e a s t  one m ile  from cam p*^

On th e  o th e r hand* a  l ie u te n a n t  in  th e  L ouisiana m i l i t i a  was 

found g u i l ty  o f the  im pressive charges of "m utiny, in subo rd i­

na tion*  d isobedience o f orders*  n e g le c t of duty* contempt and « 

d is re s p e c t  to  su p e rio r  o ff le e rs *  conduct p re ju d ic ia l  to  good 

o rd e r and d is c ip l in e  {v t& f conduct unbecomming an o f f ic e r  and

a  gentleman* y e t h is  sen tence was m erely * to  be reprimanded in  
„28General O rders."

26
The d e a th  p en a lty  was pronounced in  Arkansas by a  

c o u rt-m a r tia l  upon se v e ra l Negro m ilitiam en found g u i l ty  of 
rape* See Chapter XIX*

27 Order o f March 4 ,  1869 issued  by Colonel . • 
Gamble. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  o f Tennessee.

28
General Order no. 27 , October 8* 1874. Report o f

Adjutant General o f Louisiana* 1874* p . 56.
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l a  t h i s  survey of th e  two d i s t in c t  phases through

w hich m i l i t i a  u n its  p assed , one i s  s tru c k  w ith  th e  f a c t  th a t

th e  f i r s t  pe riod  was marked by enthusiasm  and In te r e s t  w hile

th e  o ther was c h a ra c te r is e d  by dep ression  and d isso lu tio n *

Such a  c o n tra s t  n a tu ra l ly  g ives r i s e  to  many questions* How

can th e  two extrem es o f a t t i tu d e  be reconciled?  Is  i t  p o ss ib le

to  e x p la in  th e  metamorphosis from a fe e l in g  of a f f i n i t y  to  one

o f  repugnance d isp lay ed  by m ilitiam en? th ese  questions can

only  be answered by en^hasising  the  b asic  causes which were

re sp o n sib le  fo r  th e  d ra s t io  red u c tio n  in  e ffec tiv en ess*

(hie o f th e  most prom inent causes fo r  th e  growing

d ie  s a t i s f a c t io n  and low ering of morale in  the  m i l i t i a  was the

in f e r io r  q u a li ty  of the  o f f ic e r  co rp s . Although some were

bo th  competent and c o n sc ie n tio u s« the  o v e r-a ll  le v e l  was very

low indeed , r e s u l t in g  from th e  f a c t  th a t  most of them were

e i th e r  p o l i t i o a l  appoin tees or had been e le c te d  by the  men,

u su a lly  w ithou t regard  fo r  p a s t  experience or proven a b i l i t y .

la c k  o f in te r e s t  was re f le c te d  In  th e i r  f a i lu r e  to  p ro p erly

uniform  or a m  them selves and in  i r r e g u la r  a ttendance a t  d r i l l s  
29and m usters* Tw enty-three commissions in  the  L ou isiana  m i l i t i a

29
Beport o f A dju tan t General of Louis ia n a , 1874,

p , 6 0 * — — -
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50were revoked in  one f e l l  swoop on these  grounds* tJb&uthorlsed

absenoes from t h e i r  command a ls o  gave cause fo r  concern , and

eharges o f n e g le c t of du ty  were common, e s p e c ia l ly  when fo rce s
52were in  th e  f ie ld *  V io lations o f even th e  most elem entary

eode o f m il i ta ry  conduct were resp o n sib le  f o r  many c o u rts -

m a r t ia l ,  where "drunkenness and conduct unbecoming an  o f f ic e r

and a gentleman" were popular c h a rg es .53 L ieu tenan t I .  K.

Brown o f the  Tennessee S ta te  Guards was t r ie d  on the  dual

eharges of " h a b itu a l drunkenness and u t te r  w o rth le ssn e ss" ,54

w hile  C ap ta in  S. L. Chambers was d ishonorab ly  discharged from

se rv ic e  fo r  g e tt in g  drunk , th re a te n in g  c iv i l ia n s  w ith  h is
56p i s t o l ,  and using obscene language* These, o f c o u rse , were 

extreme o a s e s , b u t th e re  i s  considerab le  evideno© p o in tin g  to  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  improvement among o f f ic e r  personnel was so re ly

50 Ib ld -
51 In  T ennessee, General Joseph Cooper issued  a  c i r ­

c u la r  warning o f f ic e r s  a g a in s t th is  p rac tic e*  Copy of c i r c u la r  
In  AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of Tennessee*

<tg
General Carder no* 15 , August 24 , 1867. General 

Order Book, Tennessee S ta te  Guards, 1867* AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  o f 
Tennessee•

53 This charge appears more freq u en tly  th an  any o th er 
in  th e  c o u rt-m a r tia l  records*

34 General Order no* 12 , August 21 , 1367. General 
Order Book, Tennessee S ta te  G uards, 1887* AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of 
Tennessee*

Colonel • • Gamble to  General Joseph Cooper,
Ju ly  14 , 1367* AGO F i l e , S ta te  of Tennessee*
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needed. The in sp e c to r-g e n e ra l o f L ouisiana m i l i t i a  d ec la red  

t h a t  "company o f f ic e r s  seem to  have l o s t  th e i r  energy and am-*
36b i t  ion* and complained th a t  " the  whole command i s  . .  .dem oralized ."

He in s i s te d  t h a t  "competent o ff ic e rs *  were needed throughout th e  
57

e n t i r e  fo rc e . Another genera l rep o rted  to  h is superio rs*

The o f f ic e r s  in  th i s  b rigade  a re  In ­
e f f i c ie n t  and incom petent to  a degree 
th a t  c o n s tra in s  me to  req u est t h a t  they  
be ordered befo re  a  Board of Examina­
t io n s  t o  p a is  upon th e  q u estio n  of th e i r  
f i tn e s s  fo r  the  p o s itio n s  which they  now 
hold*$®

Another f a c to r  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  the low ering of morale

in  th e  m i l i t i a  was th e  n eg leo t shown in  paying o ff  th e  troops*

As in  any army in  any a g e , th ese  s o ld ie r s  looked forward to

payday and i t s  a tte n d a n t p leasu res*  Anger and d is s a t i s f a c t io n

were im m ediately voiced when th is  occasion  was overlooked*

This problem rep e a te d ly  a ro se  in  L o u is ian a , A rkansas, and

Tennessee* L o n g stree t urged th a t  h is  troops be paid  more
39prom ptly in  the  i n te r e s t  o f e ffic ien cy *  Q uite o f te n , wages

36 Report dated January  6 ,  1871» Quoted in  Report of 
A djutant General of L o u is ia n a , 1870, p . 21*

37 I b i d »

General Frank Morey to  General Henry S t r e e t ,
December 1 ,  1874. Quoted in  Report of A djutant General of 
L o u is ia n a , 1874, p . 19*

39 Report of Adjutant General of Louisiana, 1870,
p . 5*
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were long overdue* On® f i e ld  o f f ic e r  o f th e  Tennessee S ta te  

Guards complained th a t  h is  men had '•oner f iv e  months due
m4tQ

them , and the  A djutant General o f Arkansas w rote a l e t t e r

to  eaoh member ©f th a t  s t a t e ’s le g is la tu r e  in  an a ttem pt t©

r a i s e  money to  pay th e  tro o p s fo r  se rv ic e s  rendered a  year 
41e a r l i e r .  th e  f a i l u r e  o f the  paymaster t o  s e t t l e  a r re a rs  un­

doubted ly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  d e se r tio n s  which increased  a t  an 
42alarm ing  ra te *  - A company in  E d g efie ld ,  South C a ro lin a , 

th rea te n ed  to  d isband uni ©as th ey  were paid  th e i r  due*4^ Com­

manders c o n tin u a lly  p ro te s te d  to  le g i s la to r s  th a t  u n t i l  th e  

m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  were p ro p erly  eared  fo r  by th e  s t a t e ,  " they  

w i l l  e x is t  sim ply in  name and rem ain p r a c t ic a l ly  a  faro© .1*44 

Perhaps no o th e r in flu en ce  was so  d e le te r io u s  to  

m orale as were th e  poor co n d itio n s under which m ilitiam en  

l iv e d  when t to y  were c a lle d  in to  a c t iv e  serv ice*  The inadequacy

40 Major , . Robeson to  General Joseph Cooper, 
December 14 , 1867.““ AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  o f Tennessee*

Copy of l e t t e r  dated June 1 , 1870, in  p ossession
o f w rite r*

42
S a sh v ille  Union and D ispa tch , September 17 , 1867*

43
R* B. E l l i o t t  to  R, K* S c o t t ,  September IS , 1869* 

South C aro lina  M ilita ry  A ffa irs  F ile*
44

Report o f Adjutant General of Louis ia a a , 1874,
p* 13*



o f  th e  q u a rte rm aste r in  supply ing  th e  fo rces  re s u lte d  in  p a r t  

from th e  method* under whloh he was fo rced  to  operate* Lo­

g i s t i c  support*  excep ting  th e  s in g le  ca tego ry  of anas and 

ammunition* was accomplished by empowering th e  q u a rte rm aste r- 

g en era l *to  im press such s to re s  * su p p lie s  and b u ild in g s  fo r  

q u a r te rs  as may be re q u ire d .* 43 th ey  l i t e r a l l y  l iv e d  o ff  th e  

coun tryside*  lev y in g  c o n tr ib u tio n s  on in h a b ita n ts  fo r  which 

th e y  gave re c e ip ts  prom ising fu tu re  payment.43 These ir r e g u la r  

methods were n o t conducive to  e f f e c t iv e  replenishm ent! con­

sequently*  l iv in g  co n d itio n s l e f t  much to  be desired* Although 

every  army complains of i t s  food* j u s t i f i a b l e  p ro te s ts  were 

heard  from tim e to  time* Troopers complained about th e  " i r r e g ­

u la r  manner" in  which they  received  th e i r  ra tio n s  and were 

p a r t i c u la r ly  vociferous whenever denied "an allowance of coffee*

sugar and e th e r  n e ce ssa rie s  p e rta in in g  to  a  s o ld ie r 1* a llow - 
47

ance* One p r iv a te  w rote th e  fo llow ing  dism al d esc rip tio n *

We have never had a  ohange of d ie t*  
which you know is  co n tra ry  to  th e  
laws o f nature*  hygeine* and army 
reg u la tio n s*  We drew meal* bacon* 
sugar and co ffee  and o ccasio n a lly  a

45 General Order no* 7 , A pril 18* 1874* AGO P ile*  
S ta te  o f Tennessee.

4® Clayton* A fterm ath* p . 13S.

47 H. B. E l l io t t  to  H. K. S o o tt, September 13 , 1869.
South Carolina M ilitary  A ffa irs F ile .
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sm all q u a n tity  ot  bean*, s a l t  and 
soup , a l l  of which i s  d e f ic ie n t  in  
q u a n tity  and in f e r io r  in  q u a l i ty ,  
which we have to  c a rry  d a i ly  fo r  
one id le  fo r  lack  of w ater .46

Shortages o f  equipm ent, as w ell as food , gave add i­

t io n a l  cause fo r  d iscon ten t*  Bequests fo r  arms and ammunition 

were c o n tin u a lly  forwarded to  headquarters by f i e ld  commanders, 

many o f whoa were fo rced  to  arm t h e i r  men as bee t th ey  could.** 

Although th i s  la c k  of anus was a  se rio u s  m a tte r ,  i t  was no t 

n e a r ly  so  d e s tru c t iv e  of m orale as th e  sho rtage  o f uniform s.

One o f f le e r  rep o rted  th a t  many o f h is  men "had no t s u f f ic ie n t  

c lo th in g  to  p re te o t  them in  o rd in ary  w eather ,  much le s s  when 

ex p o sed ..* "50 On Christm as n ig h t of 1866, a  detachment of 

Arkansas m i l i t i a  encamped in  th e  woods near Madison experienced 

undue hardsh ip  when a  s ix - in c h  snow fall b lanketed them .5*

Lack o f heavy w eather uniform  equipment caused "much s u f fe r in g 11
go

among th e  men. The c a p ta in  of a  Begro u n i t  in  Tennessee 

w rote t h i s  p i t i f u l  account o f  h is  mens

46 L e tte r  quoted in  P a tto n , R econstruction  In  Tenn­
essee  , p . 198.

C lay to n , A fterm ath , p . 126.
60 Colonel Watson to  P . C lay ton , October 6 , 1889. 

Quoted in  ib id .
61

Ib id .
62 Ib id .



i m

They a re  lay in g  on the  ground a t  n ig h t 
in  th e  dew. I  want b la n k e ts , c o a ts ,  
t e a t s ,  drawers and s h ir ts *  th e  men a re  
t o  go on a  iaarch in  one or two days and 
have no t th e  th in g s to  go w i th .53

Medioal a t t e n t io n ,  when fu rn ish ed  a t  a l l ,  was of th e  

most oasu&l type  and was r e s t r i c t i v e  in  n a tu re . For example. 

G eneral Cooper in s tru c te d  commanding o f f ic e rs  of Tennessee S ta te  

Guard u n its  t h a t  in  oases of sickness due to  mi&eonducb, which 

i s  th e  m il i ta r y  euphemism f o r  venereal d is e a s e , physio Ians 

should n o t be a l l  owed to  "m edicate a t  th e  expense o f th e  s t a t e 11 

b u t a t  th e  p e rsonal expense o f th e  person  “so  a f f l i c t e d .*

One l a s t  f a c to r  tend ing  to  cool enthusiasm  fo r  mi­

l i t i a  du ty  was th e  om nipresent evidence of C onservative enm ity. 

Any tim e a  m i l i t i a  u n it  made I t s  appearance, th e  s o ld ie rs  were 

je e re d  a t ,  ta u n te d , and in s u l te d . The Tennessee m i l i t i a ,  fo r
fit ft

exam ple, were c a lle d  "damned cowardly Brqwnlonr sons o f b s ,

and were informed th a t  t h e i r  d e tra c to rs  had no e a r th ly  use 

" fo r  a n y .• .Brownlow m i l i t i a ,  s o c ia l ly ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  or any o th er 

way." By encouraging m ilitiam en  to  d e s e r t ,  C onservatives

53 Quoted in  P a tto n , R econstruotion  In Tennessee, p . 199.
54 General Order no . 7 , August 9 , 1867, General Order 

Book, Tennessee S ta te  Guard, 1867. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  o f Tennessee.
55 C aptain  . h a l l  to  General Joseph Cooper, November 

3 4 , 1867. AGO F ile ," “s t a te  of Tennessee.
eg

C apta in  . • C lingan to  General Joseph Cooper,
July 11 , 1867. AGO *FiTe, S tate of Tennessee.
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d e l ib e r a te ly  undermined th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f th e  o rg a n isa tio n .

On repea ted  occasions , o u tr ig h t a s s a u l ts  were made on iJegro 

t ro o p s . S n ip in g , ambuscades and m idnight ra id s  on bivouacked 

detachm ents were f a i r l y  common, and th e  c i t iz e n s  of K o g e rsv ille , 

T ennessee, engaged in  a  rock-throw ing war which p u t a  m i l i t i a  

company to  r o u t . ^  The o onstan t th r e a t  of a t ta c k  was respon­

s ib le  f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  most m ilitiam en  Hs le p t  on th e i r  arms 

a t  n ig h t.

C onsidering th ese  c ircum stances, th e re  can be sm all 

wonder t h a t  th e  m i l i t i a  movement was m i l i t a r i ly  in e f f e c t iv e .  

O fficered  by men who were in d i f f e r e n t , i n e f f i c i e n t , and more 

o f te n  th an  n o t ,  incom petent; neg lected  by th e  very p o l i t ic ia n s  

In  whose in te r e s t  th ey  were f ig h t in g ;  and l iv in g  sometimes under 

f r i g h t f u l  hardsh ips in  th e  ominous presence of an im placable 

enemy, th e  very  f a c t  th a t  th ey  survived  a t  a l l  stands y e t as 

a rem arkable and commendable achievem ent, ap p rec ia ted  wherever 

devo tion  to  a  cause is  s t i l l  a valued a t t r i b u t e .

87 Anonymous l e t t e r  to  J .  p . Brownlow, August 24 , 
1867. AGO F i l e ,  S ta te  of Tennessee*

68  Now York Harald,  July 2 4 , 1870.
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From I t s  very in c e p tio n , the  Negro m i l i t i a  experiment 

was b i t t e r l y  opposed by th e  w hite  C onservative element of 

Southern so c ie ty *  throughout th e  e n t i r e  pe riod  and a t  every  

s ta g e  o f development th e y  continued th e i r  a t ta c k  on the  move­

m ent. M i l i t i a  laws were challenged  in  s t a t e  l e g i s l a tu r e s ,  

where th ey  were condemned as s i n i s t e r  p o l i t i c a l  maneuvers* 

When, a f t e r  passage o f th e se  law s, a ttem pts were made to  arm 

and o rg an ise  t ro o p s , C onservative denouncements grew more 

s h r i l l ,  f o r  th ey  p ro fessed  to  see in  th is  n o tio n  *a dangerous 

and o ffen s iv e  design1* to  spy on them .^ When m i l i t i a  u n its  

were a o tu a lly  pu t to  u se , th e  o u tc ry  o f th e  o p p o sitio n  became 

deafening  and th e  troops were charged w ith  every  conceivable 

crime* The c o n tro lle d  C onservative p ress was th e  most popular 

mediisa f o r  th e  tran sm iss io n  o f th i s  propagandaj th e  most ob­

vious fe a tu re  o f the  e d i to r ia l  page was th e  harshness o f th e  

language used to  la s h  out a g a in s t th e  enemy* And no t only 

were lo e a l  Negroes,  oarpetbaggers and scalawags ex co ria ted ; 

even th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f d i s ta n t  Yankeeland received  a share

* W* W* D avis, C iv il  War and Beconstruction In F lo r id a , 
(New York, 1913), p* 544V " Cited hereafter as Davis, F lorida.
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e f  f l a g e l l a t i o n ,  perhaps th e  h e ig h t of v itu p e ra tio n  was

reached in  an  anti-Y ankee verse which appeared in  th e  Panola ,

M iss is s ip p i S ta r * A fte r  a  savage and alm ost h y s te r ic a l  a t ta c k

on n o rth e rn e rs  in  general*  th e  poet requested  th a t  Southerners

he remembered as a  people

What h a tes  th e  C otton  Mather 
And the  Roger W illiams stock*
That d i r t y  p i le  of B e l l 's  manure 
F i r s t  dumped on Plym outh's Hook,**

O pposition t o  th e  m i l i t i a  was no t confined m erely 

to  th e  realm  of v erba l a s sa u lt*  As the  Democratio p a r ty  in  

th e  South regained  i t s  s tre n g th *  o th er and bo lder measures were 

adopted in  an e f f o r t  to  n e u tr a l is e  m i l i t i a  e f fe c tiv e n e s s . A l­

though a c tu a l  d e s tru c tio n  of th ese  fo rce s  was to  come l a t e r  as 

a  r e s u l t  o f th e  c re a t io n  of armed m il i ta ry  c o u n te r-fo rces  * 

e f f i c i e n t  o p e ra tio n  was s e r io u s ly  Impaired by a m isce llany  of 

C onservative t a c t i c s  which included th e  use of le g a l s t r a t a ­

gems * th re a ts *  and b rib e s  In  a d d itio n  to  s e is u re s  of equipment 

d e s tin e d  fo r  th e  m i l i t i a  and d i r e c t  r e t a l i a t i o n  upon m i l i t i a ­

men.

W ithin th e  genera l ca tego ry  of opposition  through 

p o l i t i c a l  s tra te g y *  th e  C onservatives employed se v e ra l te c h ­

n iq u es . Prominent Democrats led  th e  f ig h t  in  s t a t e  le g is la tu r e s

2
Quoted In  Senate Report no. 4 6 , 44 Cong.* Z s e s s .*

p . 1002.
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a g a in s t  passage of m i l i t i a  laws and fu r th e r  attem pted to  b lack  

en ab lin g  a c ts  *5  When unable to  d e fe a t th ese  ap p ro p ria tio n s  

o u t r ig h t ,  th ey  re so r te d  to  use of th© in ju n c tio n  to  p reven t 

expend itu re  of fu n d s, th e  Morth C aro lina  t r e a s u re r  was le g a l ly  

fo rb idden  to  pay lo y a l troops out of th® m il i ta ry  ap p ro p ria ­

t io n ,*  w h ile  in  L o u is ian a , money which had been s e t  a s id e  fo r
g

th e  purchase o f uniforms was en jo ined  by th e  a tto rn e y  general* 

M iss is s ip p i Democrats secured an in ju n c tio n  to  r e s t r a in  th e  

s t a t e  a u d ito r  from is su in g  w arran ts  a g a in s t m i l i t i a  ap p ro p ria ­

t io n s  •*

Impeachment was another le g a l weapon in  th e  hands of 

th e  C onservatives and was used p r im a rily  a g a in s t Radical gov­

e rno rs under whose d ire c tio n  m i l i t i a  fo rce s  had been o rgan ised . 

T hreats o f impeachment were c o n tin u a lly  h eard , and ab o rtiv e

5
M il i t ia  laws ap p aren tly  fig u red  c o n s is te n t ly  among 

campaign issues*  In  L o u is ian a , fo r  example, one group th r e a t ­
ened not to  vote fo r  any man unless he would re fu se  to  support 
m i l i t i a  a p p ro p r ia tio n s • Loan, L ouisiana A fte r 1668, p . 67*
A M iss iss ip p i p o l i t i c a l  c lub  adopted a  re s o lu tio n  lid  vaca ting  
" th e  a p p ro p ria tio n  of no th ing” in  support of th e  m il i t ia *  
G am er, M is s is s ip p i , p* 297•

* Ham ilton, North C a ro lin a , p . 631.
c ,

Report of A dju tan t General of L o u is ian a , 1874, p . 7*

6 Senate Report no* 5217, 44 Cong*, 1 se e s* , p* 6 * 
G arner, M is s is s ip p i ,  pT~5%%"*
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a ttem p ts  in  th a t  d i r e c t io n  were made a g a in s t C layton  in  Arkansas

and Warmoth in  L o u is ian a , Governor Ames of M iss iss ip p i was

impeaehed, b u t res igned  h is  o f f ic e  through a compromise which
7included  th e  w ithdraw al of o f f i c i a l  charges a g a in s t him#

North C a ro lin ian s  impeached Governor Holden, and one of th e

obargee a g a in s t him was "un law fu lly  r e c ru i t in g  a  la rg e  body of

tro o p s ••••*  Before the  t r i a l ,  Holden "go t r e l ig io n " ,  was con-*
9v erted  and p u b lic ly  b a p tis e d , an a c t  whioh led  one e d ito r  to

remark th a t  *ao record  o f any s im ila r  p re p a ra tio n  f o r  impeachment"

could be d iscovered  bu t th a t  i t s  e f f e c t  would be "watched by

J u r i s t s  w ith  deep i n t e r e s t I n  s p i te  o f h is  re fo rm atio n , he

was c o n v ic te d , removed from o f f ic e ,  and d isq u a lis ie d  f o r  fu tu re

o ffic e -h o ld in g  in  th a t  s ta te .* *  The f a c t  t h a t  se v e ra l lepub-

1 lean s voted fo r  h is  co n v ic tio n  led  one Negro l e g i s l a to r  to
13comment th a t  th e  governor had been " b i t  by h is  own dogs#"

7 gee Chapter VI#
8 A rchibald Henderson, North C a ro lin a , The Old S ta te  

and th e  New, (C hicago, 1941), I I , 'p V #32, r c ite d  h e re a f te r  as 
Henderson, North C a ro lin a *

9 H am ilton, North C a ro lin a , p# 646#
1Q The B e tio n , December 2 2 , 1870. Quoted in  ib id *

11
Henderson, North C a ro lin a , I I ,  p . 332.

12
Ham ilton, North C a ro lin a , p . 643*
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S t i l l  ano ther technique o f le g a l ly  sabotag ing  the  mi­

l i t i a  was th e  support of laws s p e c i f ic a l ly  designed to  lower

m il i ta r y  e f f ic ie n c y  or t o  make s o ld ie r in g  a lo ss  a t t r a c t iv e  avo-
1Sc a t io n . O u trig h t diebandjnent was accomplished in  Tennessee,

and in  Texas th e  a c tiv e  du ty  troops were t ra n s fe r re d  to  the 
14re se rv e  m il i t ia *  E x is tin g  laws were e i th e r  repealed  o r modi­

f ie d  wherever poss ib le*  In M is s is s ip p i , fo r  example, the pay of
16

o f f ic e rs  was ou t to  f iv e  cen ts a  day , making se rv ice  consider­

a b ly  le s s  rewarding* A dju tan t generals were t re a te d  s p i te f u l ly
16having th e i r  s a la ry  o u t t o  p r a c t ic a l ly  nothing# The Texas

le g i s l a to r s  amended the  law o f th a t  s ta te  so as to  deprive the
17governor o f exc lu sive  co n tro l o f the fo rc e s ,* ' and in  L ouisiana

laws g ran tin g  p r e f e r e n t ia l  trea tm en t or exemptions to  m i l i t i a -
ISmen were repealed* Whenever Megro le g i s la to r s  could be

13 J* A* Sharp , “The Downfall of the  R adicals In  
Tennessee**, The E ast Tennessee H is to r ic a l  Society*s P u b lica ­
t i o n s ,  no . s i j m r ;  rar---------—---------- *-------—*

Hamsdell, Texas, p , 513*
16 G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p* 411*
16 Proceedings of the  Tax-payer*s Convention of South 

C a ro lin a , 1871 , (C h a rle s io h rT S ^ l)  , p , Y5t. '' i t o i l t o n ,  Hortk ~ ~ 
C a ro lin a , p* 659*

17
B au sd e ll, Texas, p* 3X3*

18
Report o f Adjutant General of Louisiana, 1874, p* 11*
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persuaded to  suppo rt th ese  maneuvers* they  were l io n is e d  by 

th e i r  C onservative co lleagues*  When a M iss iss ip p i Negro voted 

a g a in s t  th e  Ames-sponsored p o lic e  b i l l ,  he was p u b lic ly  p ro -
1 Q

se a te d  w ith  a geld  headed cane .

In  a d d it io n  to  th e se  le g a l  a t t a c k s , C onservatives 

d isp lay ed  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  the  m i l i t i a  by employing se v e ra l 

o th e r  measures s h o r t  o f a c tu a l fo rc e . The verbal onslaught 

con tinued  unabated* to  be s u re . M il i t ia  u n its  were sub jec ted  

t o  a  con tinu ing  program o f  s a r c a s t ic  abuse* Newspapers p rin te d  

ta u n tin g  q u e rie s  such as* "Why do not the w hite Ncdloals volun­

t e e r  in  th e  eo lo red  m il i t ia ?  They a re  j u s t  as good as the  
20co lo red  men." When a  rumor of Brownlow's death  was c irc u la te d

in  Tennessee* a  group of C onservatives c a lle d  upon one of th e

P a rso n 's  s u p p o r te rs , a  fu e l  merchant* and inqu ired  as to  the

p rio e  of e leven  hundred oords of wood which th ey  d esired  to
21purchase in  o rder " to  make h e l l  h o t te r  fo r  him ," The North 

C aro lina  S ta te  M ilit ia *  because of th e  I n i t i a l s  M*C*S*M* which 

appeared in  th e i r  in s ig n ia *  were d e r is iv e ly  c a lle d  the  "Negro*

19 Garner* M iss iss ip p i * p* 528*
20 Hinds County (M iss iss ip p i)  G azette * October 13 , 1875*

21
JSeport of Evidence Taken Before the  M ilita ry  Com­

m ittee*  35 th  General"*Assembly* S ta te  of Tennessee, 1868* (Nash­
v i l le *  lSSSJ* p . 34. " C ited  h e re a f te r  as Keport o f Tennessee
M ili ta ry  Committee* 1868. —



22Carpatb&g, Scalawag M i l i t i a .1*

Acts o f a  more th re a te n in g  n a tu re  designed to  in tim i­

d a te  Negroes mere f re q u e n tly  p e rp e tra te d . In  M iss is s ip p i, fo r  

e a a n p le , a  group o f w h ites descended upon th e  been o f C lin to n

and began to  tak e  down names o f Negroes* im plying th a t  r e t r i -  
• 25b u tio n  would eeon be T ie ite d  upon them* Negro le a d e rs  were

24o s te n ta t io u s ly  e n ro lle d  in  "Dead Books", and oof f in s  were 

paraded through th e  s t r e e t s  marked w ith  th e  names o f prominent 

R adicals and la b e lle d  w ith  In sc r ip tio n s  bearing  such  in c id e n ta l
25

in te l l ig e n c e  as "Dead * damned and de livered*" On© of th e  

most e f f e c t iv e  methods used to  in tim id a te  th e  m i l i t i a  was th e  

f i r i n g  o f eanaen in  p o ssessio n  of th e  C onservatives* These 

guns were very  much in  demand n o t only  because o f th e i r  p e r­

suasive  power bu t a ls o  fo r  use should w arfare a c tu a l ly  break  

out* A le a d e r  of the  M iss iss ip p i Demoo racy  borrowed a cannon 

from Governor W&rmoth o f L ouisiana during th e  honeymoon period  

o f co -o p e ra tio n  on th e  G reeley candidacy* Be assured  W&rmoth*

22
Hamilton* North C a ro lin a * p . 347*

23 Anonymous l e t t e r  to  A dalbert Ames, September 6 * 1875.
Ames Papers*

24 Wharton* Negro %n M is s is s ip p i* p . 188*
20

Testimony o f  John E l l i s .  House of R epresen tatives 
Report no* 2* 45 Cong** 2 sees** pp* 345-544. Also' 'Senate' W -  
p o r t  no* 627, 44 Cong** 1 sess** p* 279*
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of c o u rse , th a t  M iss iss ip p i L ib e ra ls  and Democrats were working

in  • p e r f e c t  aocord* . ^ 8  During the  campaign o f  1375, M iss iss ip p i

Dem ocrats, using.w hat ap p aren tly  must h aw  been in c re d ib le

powers of p e rsu a s io n , borrowed a cannon from th e  commander of

un ited  S ta te s  troops s ta tio n e d  in  Jackson. During a subsequent

parade which passed in  f r o n t  o f th e  governor1 s  mansion, th e

gun was d e l ib e ra te ly  f i r e d  near enough to  th a t  b u ild in g  to

break  se v e ra l windows. Although no a c tio n  was taken  a g a in s t

th e  p a ra d e rs , th e  Federal commander was c o u rt-m artia led  fo r

27allow ing  h is  ordnance to  be used in  so c a re fre e  a manner, 

th e re  can be l i t t l e  doubt th a t  t e r r o r iz a t io n  through cannon­

ading  was e f f e c t iv e .  A Negro m ilitiam an  involved in  the  South 

C aro lin a  tro u b le s  t e s t i f i e d  th a t  when the  Gannon procured by 

th e  w h ites in  h is  neighborhood was f i r s t  f i r e d ,  he made th is  

p re d ic tio n  to  h is  broth© rs-in-arm s : “Jesus 1 God t We a re

a l l  done k i l l e d . " ^ 8

Disarming Negroes was another p ra c tic e  aimed a t  

d e stro y in g  t h e i r  m il i ta ry  e ffe c tiv e n e s s . Ind iv id i& l m i l i t i a -

26 H. Barksdale to  Henry Clay Warmoth, August S , 1872. 
Warmoth P apers .

27 G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p . 374*
28

Testimony of Harry Mays. Senate M iscellaneous 
Document no. 4 8 , I ,  44 C ong., 2 s e e s • ,  p . '&'2V



•• The negroes o f  the South are free— 
free a s  a ir ,” says the parliam entary  W at 
terson . T h is  is w hat the SlaU, a well- 
know n D em ocratic  organ  o f  T ennessee, 
savs. in huge cap ita ls , on  the subject : 
“ L et it be known before the election that 
th e  farm ers have ag reed  to spo t every 
lead ing  R adical neg io  in the county, and 
trea t him as an  enem y for all tim e to come. 
T h e  ro tten  ring m ust and  shall be broken 
at any  a nd  all costs. T h e  D em ocrats have 
d e te rm in ed  to w ithdraw  all employm ent 
from  th eir enem ies. Let this fact be 
know n.”
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men were sometimes a ttack ed  fo r  t h i s  purpose , and in  one s e c tio n

o f  M is s is s ip p i ,  th ey  o w n  had th e i r  pocket-knives taken  away 
29from then* Governors experienced in c reas in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  

supply ing  t h e i r  fo rce s  w ith  enough m a te ria l to  keep them in  

a  s t a t e  of combat read iness*  Due to  the  p e r s i s te n t  spying of 

w h ite s , su c ce ss fu l d e liv e ry  depended upon a c tin g  In  the  utmost 

sec recy  and f a i lu r e  to  e x e rc ise  s u f f ic ie n t  c au tio n  led  in e v ita ­

b ly  to  lo s se s  o f equipment* Governor C layton of Arkansas su ffe red  

one such h i t t e r  experience w hile  a ttem pting  to  procure arms 

fo r  h is  m i l i t i a  in  1868* An agen t which he had sen t to  D e tro it 

purchased fo u r thousand r i f l e s ,  fou r hundred thousand rounds of 

c a r t r id g e s ,  a m ill io n  and a h a lf  pe rcussion  c a p s , and a la rg e  

q u a n ti ty  of gunpowder*®® These m a te ria ls  were shipped v ia  

r a i l ro a d  as f a r  sou th  as Memphis where th ey  were to  he picked 

up and tra n sp o rte d  by steam er t o  L i t t l e  Book fo r  th e  avowed

purpose o f “p rese rv in g  the peace on e le c t io n  day and In  so -
.81cu ring  a f re e  b a l lo t  to  a ll* *  Vfhen no steam boat c a p ta in  in  

Memphis would agree to  take  th e  cargo aboard , th e  re so u rce fu l 

C layton  c h a rte re d  a  steam boat, th e  ifesper, which was ly ing

29 D eposition  of S h e r if f  John P . Matthews o f Copiah 
C ounty, M is s is s ip p i , dated September 18 , 1878* Ames Papers*

30
F le tc h e r , A rkansas, p* 218,

31 New fork D aily Tribune, November 4 ,  1868*
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a lo n g sid e  th e  w harf a t  L i t t l e  Rock, an i sen t i t  to  Memphis to

p ic k  up th e  equipment* This was done, and on October IS ,  1838,

th e  Hesper s e t  s a i l  from Memphis w ith  i t s  valuab le  cargo stowed
32s a f e ly  In  th e  hold* While tak in g  on wood some tw enty m iles 

dow nriver from th e  c i t y , th e  Has per was suddenly challenged by 

a  steam  tu g ,  th e  N e ttie  Jo n e s , which was ca rry in g  approxim ately
Vff

f i f t y  armed and masked men* The tug  maneuvered a longside 

th e  B ssper, whereupon the  masked men boarded the  steam er, over­

powered th e  crew and dumped th e  e n t i r e  consignment of c o s t ly

arms and ammunition in to  the  muddy w aters of th e  M iss iss ip p i
34Hi war, where th ey  remain to  t h i s  day.

Governor Reed su ffe red  a s im ila r  m isfortune in  h is  

a ttem p ts to  arm th e  F lo rid a  m il i t ia *  A fte r having purchased 

two thousand r i f l e s  in  the  N orth, he had them shipped to  

T allahassee  by t ra in *  On th e  n ig h t of November 6 ,  1868, th e  

t r a i n  ca rry in g  th e  arms was held up between Lake C ity  and 

M adison, en ro u te  to  th e  c a p ita l*  In  th i s  daring  t r a i n  robbery 

th e  guns were thrown from the  cars and many of them were

F le tc h e r ,  A rkansas., p» 219*
33 C lay ton , A fterm ath , p* 108* F le tc h e r , A rkansas, 

p .  210. New York D aily  T ribune, November 4 , 1868.
34

Ibid*
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d e lib e r a te ly  broken; th e  rem ainder were s p i r i te d  away.3®

l a  South C a ro lin a , am amphibious o p era tio n  by a  hand* 

f u l  o f w h ite  volunteer*  re su lte d  in  a se n sa tio n a l se iz u re  o f 

anas d estin ed  fo r  d e liv e ry  to  th e  Negro m il i t ia *  Two thousand 

E n fie ld  r i f l e s  had been smuggled in to  the  s t a te  from W ashington 

and were tem p o ra rily  deposited  in  the  Savannah depot aw aiting  

d is tr ib u t io n *  Twelve vo lun teers from a C harleston  r i f l e  com- 

pany s a i le d  to  Savannah aboard two p leasu re  y a c h ts , the  

g leano r and th e  F l i r t  , overpowered th e  guards and s to le  the
36guns*

C o n fisca tio n s of arms belonging to  m i l i t i a  u n its  

were no t uncommon* On se v e ra l occasions, w hites persuaded 

m ilitiam en  to  tu rn  In  t h e i r  guns to  some c e n tra l  d ep ository  as 

a  move toward keeping th e  peace* No sooner would t h i s  be done 

th a n  th e  w hites would un law fully  e n te r  the  s to rag e  p lace  and
5 7

s e is e  th e  arms* Q uite o f te n , th e se  same guns would be d i s -
Sflt r ib u te d  among members o f w hite  r i f l e  clubs*

35 New York Times, November 7 , 1868* C ited  in  D avis, 
F lo r id a , p* 667*

56 A lfred  B* W illiam s, Hampton and His Hed S h i r t s , 
(C h a rle s to n , 1935), p . 225* C i t e l  h e re a f te r  as ' Hampt on *

37 Senate U isoellaneous Document no* 48 , I ,  44 Cong*,
2 se e s* , p* <ft>7*~ slm k ins, Ben T illm an, p»"lfl

38 Senate iteport no. 627, 44 Cong*, 1 se e s* , p . 97.
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These ac tio n *  by C onservatives oaused considerab le

0 0 X20c m  among lo y a l su p p o rte rs  o f Radical regim es, Governors

were c o n s ta n tly  being warned to  beware o f enemy in te n tio n s  and

t o  e x e rc ise  g re a t  c a u tio n  in  sh ipp ing  arms in to  the  coun try - 
59side*  In  o rder to  su c c e ss fu lly  d is t r ib u te  arms ,  governors 

w ere fo rced  to  r e s o r t  to  su b te rfu g e . For exam ple, a  consign­

ment o f  r i f l e s  was shipped In to  Newberry, South C a ro lin a ,
40marked as " a g r ic u l tu r a l  implements'** In  A rkansas, two thou­

sand S p rin g fie ld  r i f l e s  were sneaked in  as "Arkansas S ta te  

R eports" and th i r te e n  thousand rounds o f ammunition escaped 

d e te c tio n  on ly  because th e  sh ipper had w ise ly  la b e lle d  th e  

eases  "whiskey" * 4 1

In  a d d it io n  to  le g a l s tra ta g em s, in tim id a tio n  and 

se iz u re s  o f arm s, th e  C onservatives a ls o  employed the  technique 

o f p e rso n al r e t a l i a t i o n  a g a in s t m ilitiam en and t h e i r  le a d e rs . 

R e ta lia tio n  was m anifested  in  se v e ra l ways Including  s o c ia l  

o s tra c ism , economic d isc r im in a tio n , and p h y sica l violence*

The most famous case  of so c ia l ostracism  Involved

S9 S* W* Gere to  A dalbert Ames, October 15 , 1875.
Ames Papers*

4 0  Columbia (South C aro lin a) p a l ly  R e g is te r ,
August 16 , 1876*

41
Benjamin S* Johnson, "The Brooks-Baxter War", Pub­

l ic a t io n s  of th e  Arkansas H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , 12 (1908)*
m - m ; ----------------------------------------------------------
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G eneral Jamas L ongatree t who, a f t e r  beeomlng a l l i e d  w ith  Re­

p u b lic an  p o l i t ic ia n *  In  L o u is ian a , assumed a c tiv e  command of 

th e  Begro m i l i t i a .  E ls p o l i t i c a l  pronouncements in  favor 

o f R epublican p r in c ip le s  gave r i s e  t o  some oppo sitio n  from 

e rs tw h ile  f r ie n d s  bu t h is  appearance as commander o f th e  Negro 

fo re e s  in  New Orleans was considered  unforg ivab le  and led  to  

b i t t e r ,  even v i tu p e ra t iv e ,  a tta c k s  upon him. He was v i r tu a l ly  

e lim in a ted  from aooepted s o c ia l  c i r c le s  in  th a t  c i t y  and was 

p o in te d ly  ignored in  p u b lic  by persons whom he had known 

w l l . 45

Economic san c tio n s were a ls o  le v ie d  a g a in s t m i l i t i a ­

men as a  f e a tu re  of th e  r e t a l i a to r y  program Inaugurated by 

th e  C o n se rv a tiv es . Landlords pledged them selves n e ith e r  to  

r e n t  land  nor g ive employment to  Negro m llitlsm enf th e  vow

was r i g id ly  adhered to  s in ce  so c ia l  o strac ism  was th e  r e -
44ward of th e  a p o s ta te .  This ta o t lo  was q u ite  e f f e c t iv e .

P a r is  S im kins, Negro l e g i s l a to r  from E d g efie ld , in troduced 

a  re s o lu tio n  designed to  p ro te c t  South C aro lina  m ilitiam en  

from being  d ischarged  and d riv en  sway from farms where they

42
gee Chapter 7*

4 3
Bokenrode and Conrad, L ongatroet, pp . 372-376.

4 4
8 im kins, Ben T illm an , p . 60.
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4©were employed, George W# K irk , who commanded the  North Caro­

l in a  fo r c e s ,  r e g r e t f u l ly  rep o rted  to  Governor Holden on on©

a re
Ag

tu rn in g  o f f  t h e i r  hands and re fu s in g  t o  pay them th e i r  wages#*1 

P ersonal v io lence  was v is i te d  no t only upon Negro 

m ilitiam en  h u t a ls o  on w hites a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e  m i l i t i a  move­

ment# T# M# S h o ffn e r, au tho r of th e  North C aro lina  m i l i t i a  

a c t  which bore h is  name, learned  o f a  p lo t  a g a in s t h is  l i f e  in  

1870# Word was spread th a t  the Orange County Ku Klux Klan had 

voted h is  death  and in tended t o  sh ip  h is  body as a  g i f t  to  

Governor Holden# Whether or h o t th e  rumor had any r e a l  foun­

d a t io n ,  Shoffner was so thorough ly  alarmed th a t  he removed hlm-
47s e l f  to  th e  more tra n q u il  s t a te  o f Indiana# When Holden 

f i n a l l y  armed h is  t ro o p s , he p u t them under th e  command of 

George W# K irk of Tennessee, w ith  a New J e r s e y ite  named Bergen 

as h is  a s s is ta n t#  A fte r th e  so -c a lle d  Kirk-Holden War had 

run  i t s  c o u rse , b o th  the  governor's  henchmen landed in  j a i l#  

Holden n o t only  v is i te d  Kirk during  h is  in c a rc e ra tio n  but 

a ls o  helped th a t  un fo rtunate  man escape from the s t a te  by

45
Reynolds, South C a ro lin a , p# 305.

i rt

George W. K irk to  W illiam  W. Holden, August 3 , 1870# 
Holden Papers#

47 Ham ilton, North Carol 1 m , p# 470#

oooas ion  th a t  * the farm ers and o thers in  Caswell /so u n
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making him a  g i f t  o f a  hundred and fo r ty  d o lla rs  ,  which amount
jj if l

enabled him t o  g e t t o ,  o f a l l  p la c e s ,  Freedom, Tennessee, 

f i r s t  s to p  on a  journey  to  W ashington where ha jo ined  th e  p o lic e  

fo rce  which guarded th e  Federal bu ild in g s Bergen was not so 

fo r tu n a te . Although h e , to o ,  managed to  escape the  s t a t e ,  th is  

f e a t  was accom plished only a f t e r  having once been run  down w ith  

bloodhounds.^® He a ls o  subsequently  tu rned  up in  W ashington, 

where G rant nominated him fo r  the  consu lsh ip  a t  Fernambuoo*

The nom ination was no t confirm ed, and Grant withdrew i t ,  p re -
filsu sab ly  w ith  th e  concurrence of Governor Holden. Bergen

l a t e r  remarked w ith  n o tio e ab le  b i t te rn e s s  th a t  in  reward fo r

h is  s e r v ic e s ,  he "reoeived  94 days imprisonment and s ix  weeks 

*52pay*

Compared to  Joseph Crews o f South C a ro lin a , these  

two men were extrem ely fo r tu n a te .  Crews was th e  moving s p i r i t  

behind th e  o rg a n isa tio n  o f a  Negro m i l i t i a  troop  in  L aurens, 

du ring  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  of Governor S c o tt .  A fte r o rg an is­

ing  the  u n i t ,  he assumed a o tiv e  command and in  so doing became

48 Holden, Memoirs , p . 92.

H am ilton, North C a ro lin a , p . 583.

6 0  I b id . ,  p . 632.

HOlden, Memoirs, p . 91
S2 Senate Report no. j l ,  42 Cong., 1 s e e s . ,  p . 152.



a  t a r g e t  fo r  th e  t i t t e r  h a tred  of th e  lo c a l C onservatives * As

e a r ly  as 1870, he and h ie  fo llow ers were involved in  a  f ig h t

w ith  lo c a l  w h ite# . in  th e  r i o t  of th a t  d a te ,  one of th e  Negroes

was k i l l e d  and two other# were wounded,®* Crew# eluded the

vengeful w hite# by h id ing  ou t in  a  hollow  log  and l a t e r  f le e in g

on a  r a i l ro a d  hand o a r ,  hidden under a  p iece  o f canvas, d i s -
54

guised a# a q u a rte r  o f b e e f . When cond ition#  In  Laurens s e t t l e d  

deem a g a in , he re tu rn ed  and took up hi#  c a re e r  where i t  had so 

a b ru p tly  l e f t  o f f ,  and regained th e re  u n t i l  h is  a s# a s in a tio n  

l a t e  in  th e  sutsmer o f 1878* While r id in g  along in  hi# buggy 

soase fo u r s tile s  out o f L aurens, he wa# ambushed and f a t a l l y
gg

wounded by a shotgun b l a s t .  The Hew York Herald rep o rted  

th a t  th e  "Honorable Joe Crew#, rep u b lican  p o l i t i c i a n  o f note" 

was dying o f books ho t wounds and th a t  th e  governor o f South 

C a ro lin a  had p u t a  p r ic e  on th e  head of h ie  a t ta c k e r , 56  

Another no to rio u s crim e was th e  murder in  Worth C aro lina  o f 

one Colonel Sheppard, an  ex-Ohion array man from Pennsylvania

53
L eland , Voice From South C a ro lin a , pp . 52-66.

54 IM d ’ * p * 87•
65

I b i d , , p .  134,
56

Hew York H erald , September 9 , 1875,
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who had o rgan ised  th e  Negro m i l i t i a  in  Jonas C o u n ty .^

R e ta lia to ry  a tta c k s  on w hites were few in  number In  

comparison to  s im ila r  a c tio n s  taken  a g a in s t Negro m i l i t i a ­

men. The l a t t e r  were su b jec ted  to  ©very im aginable species 

o f in tim id a tio n  and v io le n c e .58 T hreats were hurled  a t  them 

c o n s ta n t ly ,  and o fte n  tim es were issued  to  persons only  r e ­

m otely connected w ith  th e  m i l i t i a .  An Arkansas horse herder

named McCreary was th rea te n ed  w ith  hanging f o r  m erely s e l l in g
59horses to  th e  m i l i t i a ,  and an aged Negro in  Tennessee was 

v is i te d  by a  masked d ep u ta tio n  and th rea ten ed  se v e re ly  be­

cause h ie  son was engaged in  r a is in g  a  company.8*5

Balds on th e  homes of m ilitiam en  fo r  the  purpose of 

d es tro y in g  th e i r  pe rsonal p ro p e rty  occurred f re q u e n tly .

A South C aro lina  m i l i t i a  c a p ta in  described  how he had watched 

them

tak in g  down my p ic tu re s  and breaking up 
my fu r n i tu r e .  They broke up everyth ing  
1 had in  th e  world i th ey  took a l l  my 
c lo th e s ,  my m a ttre s s , my fe a th e r  bed ,

57
Testimony of fi. T. Bos h e r . Senate Hep orb no. JL,

42 Cong., 1 se e s* , p .  102.
58

Simkins and Woody, South C a ro lin a ,  p . 444.
6 9 C lay ton , A fterm ath , p . 101.
60 Report of Tennessee M ilitary  Committee, 1868, p . 54.
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ou t i t  in  p ieces and so a tte re d  i t  « Y »ry  
w here...® *

Negro m i l i t i a  cap ta in s  were s in g led  out fo r  d e s tru c ­

t io n  and were rem o rse lessly  executed . C aptain  A. J .  Baynes, 

f o r  in s ta n c e , was murdered on th e  s t r e e t s  o f M arlon, A rkansas, 

in  broad d a y lig h t .  Kay nee was commander of th e  lo c a l  m i l i t i a  

detachm ent and had fo r  some tim e been on "u n frie n d ly  term s14 

w ith  C larence C o l l i e r ,  an a lleg ed  member of th e  lo c a l  Klan who

a t  th e  ten d e r age of twenty-one a lre a d y  had one notch  in  h is  
82gun h an d le . On Ju ly  16 , 1889, Baynes was w alking along th e

main s t r e e t  o f town when C o l l ie r  approached him and w ithout

w arning emptied bo th  loads of a  double b a rre led  shotgun 
63in to  h is  body. To make su re  th a t  Baynes was dead , C o llie r

f i r e d  f iv e  a d d itio n a l rev o lv e r sh o ts  in to  th e  f a l l e n  body,

s t r o l le d  back in to  a  nearby s to re  where he had l e f t  h is  c o a t ,

p u t i t  on , came back ou ts id e  and rode away from town un- 
64m olested .

An even more b ru ta l  murder was th a t  of Charles

61
Testimony o f Doc Adams. Senate M iscellaneous 

Document no . 4 8 , X, 44 C ong., 2 s e e s . ,  p . 43.
62

C lay ton , A fterm ath , pp. 175-186.

63 IM d *
64

Ib id .
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Caldw ell ,  th e  f i e r y  m ula tto  a t  a te  sen a to r o f M iss is s ip p i. 

Caldw ell had been p laeed  in  command of th e  Begro troops mobi­

l i s e d  by Governor Ames fo llow ing  th e  C lin to n  r i o t  o f Septem­

b er 4 ,  1875* W hile se rv ing  in  th is  o a p a c ity , he had f e a r le s s ly  

le d  an  e x p ed itio n  which l e f t  Jackson in  O ctober, 107$ ca rry in g  

arms f o r  d i s t r ib u t io n  to  the  m i l i t i a  a t  idw ardvs S ta t io n .6** 

A lthough his fo rc e s  were no t a ttack ed  in  t r a n s i t ,  the t r i p  

caused much excitem ent and Caldwell became a  marked man. Two 

months l a t e r ,  during  th e  Christmas h o lid a y s , h is  enemies 

s t ru c k . One of th e  w hites l iv in g  in  C lin to n  in v ite d  Caldwell 

down in to  the  e e l l a r  o f a  lo c a l  b u ild in g  under th e  gu ise  of 

sh a rin g  a  companionable d rin k  in  honor of th e  season . The un­

su sp ec tin g  Caldw ell g lad ly  accep ted , and th e  two men d i s ­

appeared down th e  s ta irw ay . When th e  d rinks had been poured , 

a  to a s t  was proposed. What Caldwell d id  no t know was th a t  

th e  e l  ink ing  of th e  g la sse s  was th e  prearranged s ig n a l fo r  

h is  d e a th , f o r  a  s t r a te g ic a l ly  p laeed  k i l l e r  held him in  h is  

g u n sig h t. As the  g la sse s  touched , a  r i f l e  re p o r t  sh a tte re d  

th e  q u ie t and Caldwell f e l l  b leed ing  to  th e  f i l t h y  c e l la r  

f lo o r .  I f  t h i s  d isg ra c e fu l s to ry  ended h e re , i t  would s t i l l  

rank  h igh  among v illa in o u s  deeds, bu t worse was y e t to  come.

6$
Jackson (M ississip p i) Weekly C larion, October 20 ,

1875.
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The wounded Negro, d isp lay in g  a  courage th a t  must have been 

th e  envy o f  h ie  m urderers , refused  to  beg fo r  h ie  l i f e  bu t 

on ly  e n tre a te d  them to  take  him out o f th e  o e i la r  so th a t  he m ight 

d ie  i n  th e  open a ir*  A le o a l  preacher o a rr le d  him out in to  th e  

s t r e e t  where th e  c o n sp ira to rs  gathered to  f i n i s h  th e  job* Cald­

w e ll *s l a s t  words to  them were a  calm in s tru c t io n  to  remember 

t h a t  th ey  had k i l l e d  a b ra  we man, no t a  coward* l i e  body was 

rip p ed  by *  v o lle y  and th e  c i t iz e n s  o f C lin to n  were t re a te d  

t o  th e  gro tesque s ig h t  o f seeing  h is  corpse  turned  com pletely  

over by th e  impact o f innumerable sh o ts  f i r e d  a t  c lo se  range*66 

A s im ila r  case was th a t  o f dim W illiams in  Couth 

C arolina*  W illiam s was th e  lea d e r o f a  Negro m i l i t i a  u n i t  In

lower York County* Mis agg ressive  lea d e rsh ip  caused the w hites
67to  demand disbandment o f h is  company. W illiam s' re fu s a l  to  

comply was h is  d ea th  w arrant* E arly  in  th e  morning of March 7 , 

1871, h is  l i f e l e s s  body was found hanging in  the pub lic  square 

w ith  a  la rg e  p lacard  pinned to  h is  corpse bearing  th is  in ­

s c r ip tio n s  * Jim W illiam s gone to  h is  l a s t  m uster.'*65 a

66 This s to ry  has been reco n stru c ted  from the  sworn 
testim ony  of Mrs* C harles C aldw ell. Senate Nepert no. 527,
44 Cong*, 1 a e ss* , pp. 435-440*

67 Reynolds, South C a ro lin a , p . 136*

68 Louis F* P o s t ,  "A Carpetbagger In  South C a ro lin a " , 
Jo u rn a l o f Negro H is to ry , X (1925), 61.
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cu rio u s  s id e l ig h t  to  th i s  a f f a i r  was th a t  i t  involved th e  United 

S ta te s  government in  an in te rn a t io n a l  d ip lom atic  h a s s le , A 

York County physic ian*  D r, J . Rufus B ra tto n , who had been im­

p l ic a te d  in  the  W illiam s murder* f le d  th e  coun try  and s e t t l e d  

down in  London* O ntario* to  p r a c t ic e .  One n ig h t during  the  

summer o f 1872* he was se ise d  * gagged * b lin d fo ld ed  and taken 

fo r c ib ly  ac ro ss  th e  border where he was turned over to  two United 

S ta te s  m arsh a lls  f o r  r e tu rn  to  South C aro lin a , At t h i s  po in t*  

Canadian a u th o r i t ie s  made in s i s te n t  demands th a t  he be re le a se d  

im m ediately. Following a  s l ig h t  delay* B ratton  was freed  and 

re tu rn ed  to  Canada* th e re  to  remain u n t i l  1876 when he r e ­

tu rn ed  to  York County and r e s e t t le d  w ith  impunity,®9

This ca ta logue  of crim es could be continued in d e f in i te ly .  

E qually  as h o rr ib le  were the s to r ie s  o f how James Rainey* a 

South C aro lin a  m i l i t i a  cap ta in*  v&s taken from h is  home and

hanged*70 or hew Alexander Leech was sho t and h is  body thrown
71i n  a  nearby c re ek . Other m ilitiam en  too  numerous t o  give 

in d iv id u a l accounts of* were slau g h te red  in  v e r i ta b le  o rg ies 

o f v io len ce .

69
For d e ta i l s  of th e  B ra tton  Case* see J ,  S, Reynolds* 

South C a ro lin a * p , BOX,
' J ' 7 0

House o f R epresen tatives Report no, 22* p t ,  $ * H I  * 
42 Cong,, 2 se e s ,*  p . laYsJ.

71 Ib id ,
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In  order to  avoid lo ss  of p e rs p e c tiv e , i t  should ho 

rep ea ted  a t  th i s  p o in t th a t  the  measures described  in  th i s  ch ap te r 

d id  n o t r e a l ly  d e s tro y  th e  Jfegro m i l i t i a ,  The le g a l s tra tag em s, 

th r e a ts  and c o n fis c a tio n s  were m erely token® o f the  w h ite  men*a 

re sen tm en t, and even h is  a c ts  of v io lence a g a in s t m ilitiam en  were 

spo rad ic  In  n a tu re . These a c ts  undermined th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  of 

th e  m i l i t i a  movement, t o  be sure* b u t a c tu a l d e s tru c tio n  was to  

ocaae on ly  a f t e r  th e  f u l l  fu ry  o f the  w hite man1® w rath  was 

channelled  in to  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of armed m il i ta ry  counter fo rce s  

w ith in  th e  Southern s t a t e s .
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A lthough o p p o sitio n  to  th© Negro m i l i t i a  had been mani­

fe s te d  in  various ways from th e  very beginning o f the  movement, 

th e  f i n a l  d e v a s ta tin g  blow was the  o rg a n is a tio n , by th e  Conserva­

t i v e s ,  o f armed m il i ta r y  coun ter fo rce s  in  th e  Southern s t a t e s * 

Where e a r l i e r  fonos o f re a e tio n  had been lim ite d  e i th e r  to  measures 

s h o r t  o f  fo roe  or to  on ly  is o la te d  a tta c k s  on in d iv id u a l m i l i t i a ­

men, th ese  new vo lun teer r i f l e  companies were s p e c i f ic a l ly  designed 

as instrum ents o f mass fo roe  to  overwhelm and smash no t only th e  

Hegro b a tta l io n s  them selves, b u t a ls o  the  p o l i t i c a l  regimes which 

employed them* Such extreme measures were not needed in  a l l  

s t a t e s ,  however, fo r  in  se v e ra l p la c e s ,  th e  Democratic p a r ty  

had been ab le  to  re tu rn  to  power by o th e r means* But in  the  

few rem aining s ta te s  where th e  lad le© Is continued ten ac io u s ly  

to  m ain ta in  th e i r  h o ld . C onservative lead ers  became more and more

p a r t i a l  to  th e  sen tim ent th a t  v ic to ry  oould be accomplished * In
*1only  one way, BY A-5WED POBDJS* Hence, during the  l a t t e r  years

o f H econatruction , armed m il i ta ry  companies were organised and

1 C harleston  Hews and C o u rie r , May 8 ,  1876* Quoted 
in  W* A lle n , Governor C ham berlain^ A dm in istra tion  In South 
C a ro lin a , (Haw York, 1868), p . 275.
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played in c re a s in g ly  im portant ro le s  in  overtu rn ing  Badioal regimes 

in  se v e ra l s ta te s *  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  Louisiana* M iss iss ip p i*  and 

South C a ro lin a . This p o l i t ic o -m il i ta r y  movement was known by such 

v a ried  t i t l e s  as P eop le’s  Club* White Line * White League* Bed S h ir ts*  

and W hite Man’s Party*

A g re a t d ea l o f mis inform ation e x is ts  concerning th is  

W hite L ine movement* due la rg e ly  t o  th e  m isrep resen ta tio n s  spon­

sored  by bo th  B adloals and C onservatives. On one hand* Radicals 

claim ed t h a t  th e  movement was a  re v iv a l o f th e  e a r l i e r  Ku Klux 

Sian* One governor* in  a  l e t t e r  to  a  fr ien d *  s ta te d  th a t  " th e  

old  re b e l fo ro es  a re  being reo rgan ised  no t under th e  name of 

Su Klux b u t a s  th e  White Leagues* w ith  the  same u ltim a te  o b je c t
Jin  view a s  had by the  Ku Klux** A c tu a lly  th e re  appears to  

have been no d i r e c t  connection  between the  Klan and th e  White 

League* bu t th e i r  h is to ry  does r e f le o t  many s im ila r i t ie s *

Both had m ission* whioh cen tered  about the  d o c trin e  of w hite  

supremacy* And both  u n h e s ita tin g ly  turned  to  th e  use of fo ro e  

and v io len ce  whenever n ecessa ry  to  a t t a i n  th e i r  predeterm ined 

goals* This* hcnrever* i s  as deep as th e  s im ila r i ty  goes* The 

White Line had a  narrower* more spec i f  io aim than  d id  the  Klan*

I t  was p r im a rily  concerned w ith  the  p o l i t i c a l  problem of

Z Adalbert Ames to  F* C* Harris* August 4* 1674*
Ames Papers*
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VII .  C a r t o o n i s t ’ s View o f  W hite  L ine  Movement



186

r e s to r in g  C onservative r u l e ,  u su a lly  as a r e s u l t  o f  one p a r t i - ' 

oul&r e le c t io n ,  by a c a re fu l ly  prepared program of f ra u d , v io ­

le n c e , and in tim id a tio n . In  a d d itio n  to  the concen tra ted  n a tu re  

o f i t s  m iss io n , th e  White Line a ls o  d if fe re d  from th e  Klan In  

t h a t  i t  mas no t fundam entally  concerned w ith  secrecy* Clan­

d e s tin e  m eetings and e x o tic  r i t u a l  found no p lace  in  the  move­

m ent. So out in  th e  open were t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  th a t  in  most 

l o c a l i t i e s  the  names o f members and even of th e  lead ers  were 

cession knowledge. This lack  o f emphasis upon secrecy  probably 

stemmed from a  growing co n v ic tio n  th a t  in te rfe re n c e  by th e  

n a tio n a l government was becoming le s s  and le s s  a p ro b a b il i ty .

The C onservative legend o f the White Line movement 

has a ls o  c o n trib u ted  to  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  of m is in te rp re ta t io n s . 

For in  o rder to  fu rn is h  J u s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  the exoesses which 

were com m itted, the defensive and p ro te c tiv e  ro le s  of th e  

c lubs were played up. Pain ted  In the  pale  tones of Conserva­

t iv e  w hitew ash, th e  movement was portrayed  p u re ly  as a defense 

o f the w hite ra c e . Newspapers p r in te d  e d i to r ia l s  claim ing 

th a t  so long as w hite  m il i ta ry  companies e x is te d  Hth© good 

p eo p le •• .w i l l  have p ro te c to rs  and ra l ly in g  p o in ts11, and Con­

s e rv a tiv e  lea d e rs  repeated  over and over again  th a t  th ey  had

%
Hinds County (M iss iss ip p i)  O aae tte , September 22 . 

1875. ~
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organ ised  “p u re ly  fo r  p ro te c t  ions n o t fo r  any p o l i t i c a l  purpose 

in  th e  w o rld , h u t to  p r o te s t  ourselves a g a in s t the  encroach­

ments of the  b la c k s .1,4 Perhaps the  most extreme sta tem en t of 

e r r o r  r e la t iv e  to  th e  movement was mad© by an overly-sym pathetlo  

o bserver who rep o rted  th a t  th e  leaguers “held no m eetings,

named no com m ittees, e le c te d  no c h ie f s . I t  was a  sen tim ent
5

r a th e r  th an  a  society.**

These p a r t is a n  views of th e  movement g en era lly  

e i th e r  o v e rs ta te d  o r u n d ers ta ted  the  ca se . A c tu a lly , the  White 

Line was something d i s t in c t  and s e t  a p a r t  from th e  Ku Klux 

S ia n , and i t s  m ission  by no means confined a c tio n  to  defensive 

or p ro te c tiv e  m easures. I t  was an aggressive  p o l i t i c a l  in s t ru ­

ment welded in to  a m il i ta ry  mold fo r  a  d e f in i te  purpose* And 

i t  w as, indeed , co n sid erab ly  more th an  a mere sentim ent j i t  

was c a r e fu l ly  organised and i t s  a c t iv i t i e s  were m inutely  planned 

and executed by chosen leaders*  But perhaps the  most e f fe c t iv e  

way to  c o r re c t  th e  com pletely  erroneous or only h a lf  t ru e  im­

p re ss io n s  w hich have p e rs is te d  is  to  examine in  th e  im p a rtia l 

l i g h t  of a v a ila b le  evidence and re p o r t  what i t  r e a l ly  was as 

opposed to  what i t  was p o p u la rly  claim ed to  have been*

4 Senate Report no* 527, 44 C ong., 1 se a s* , p . Ix v ii*  

® Dixon, White Conquest, I I ,  p* 24*
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To grasp th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  White Line movement,

one must r e a l i s e  from th e  beginning th a t  i t  was e s s e n t ia l ly  of

a  p o l i t i c a l  natu re*  I t  i s  n o t too  g re a t a  g e n e ra lis a tio n  to

say  th a t  th e  r i f l e  companies were m erely the  armed wing of th e

Democratic pa rty*  In  M is s is s ip p i* th ese  companies were under

th e  c o n tro l o f  General J* Z* George* who as campaign manager o f

th e  s t a t e  Democratic p a r ty  was m asterminding th e  p o l i t i c a l

s t r a te g y  in  th a t  s ta te *  In  South C arolina* th e  r o le  o f th e  r i f l e

companies was s ta te d  e x p l i c i t ly  in  no le s s  conspicuous a p lace

th a n  the  campaign p lan  of th e  Democratic party* Nor was i t

a  mere co incidence th a t  when in  mid "September* 1874* th e

Democrats in  L ouisiana fought a p itch ed  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  the

R adicals fo r  c o n tro l o f th e  S ta te  House* the  * m ii i t ia w which

championed th e  C onservative cause was alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  com"
7posed of members o f th e  Hew Orleans White League*

Although e s s e n t ia l ly  p o l i t i c a l  in  na tu re  and in  

aims* clubs were d e l ib e ra te ly  organised in to  m il i ta ry  form ations 

and tra in e d  to  the  use of force*  The types of form ations varied* 

a lthough  most of them were e i th e r  In fa n try  or c av a lry  u n its

The South C aro lina  campaign of 1878 was c lo se ly  
p a tte rn e d  a f t e r  th e  M iss issip p i*  or Shotgun Plan* and was drawn 
up by M artin  W* Gary. A copy of th is  d e ta ile d  s tr a te g y  can be 
found In  th e  appendix of Simkins and Woody, South C a ro lin a * 
p p m  564-569*

 ̂ Mew York Herald* September 16* 1874*
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des ignated  re s p e c tiv e ly  as R ifle  G Qmpanies and Sabre Clubs *

Most c lubs possessed a t  l e a s t  one p iece  of a r t i l l e r y  and In

many in s ta n c e s , se v e ra l f i e ld  p ieces were owned* Bach c lu b  had

a  f u l l  complement o f  o f f i c e r s ,  many of whom were experienced 
ss o ld ie r s .  The m il i ta r y  fe a tu re s  o f th e  o rg a n isa tio n  were

c le a r ly  d escribed  In  th e  in s tru c tio n s  c irc u la te d  in  South C aro lin a t

The Democratic m il i ta ry  clubs a re  to  be 
armed w ith  r i f l e s  and p i s to ls  and such 
o th e r arms as th e y  m y  command. They 
a re  to  be d iv ided  in to  two companies, 
one o f th e  old men, the  o ther o f  th e
youngj an experienced c a p ta in  or com­
mander to  be p laced  over e a c h .* ..  Bach 
company is  to  have a  f i r s t  and second 
l i e u t e n a n t . . . .  The number of te n  p r i ­
va tes is  to  be the  u n it  of o rg a n is a tio n .9

In  a d d itio n  to  the  f a o t  th a t  these  c lubs were p o l i t i c a l  

in  n a tu re  and m il i ta ry  in  o rg a n is a tio n , they  had a  d e f in i te  

purpose which went co nsiderab ly  beyond th e  mere fu n c tio n  o f  p ro­

t e c t io n .  S ince th e i r  r e a l  m ission d id  not lend i t s e l f  to  pub­

l i c i t y ,  C onservative le a d e rs  turned  to  the use of g u ile  and 

su b te rfu g e  when exp la in ing  the  reasons fo r  th e i r  e x is te n c e .

Typical o f th i s  t a c t i c  was the fo llow ing l e t t e r  to  the  governor 

o f South C arolina^

J .  Z. George of M iss is s ip p i. M. C. B u tler o f South 
C a ro lin a , and F rederick  If. Ogden of L ouisiana were a l l  sx-Con- 
fe d e ra te  o f f ic e rs  o f high rank , 

a
M. W. G ary 's  p lan  fo r  the  South C aro lina  campaign 

o f 1876. Quoted in  gimkins and Woody, South C a ro lin a , pp. 564- 
569.
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Dear S ir*
At th e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f sev e ra l o th ers  
1 w r i te  to  ask your perm ission  to  or** 
gan ise  a  Sabre C lub, fo r  our own amuse­
m ent, in  N orris Township, B dgefleld 
County. IQ

Various o th e r argum ents, e q u a lly  as m is lead in g , were advanced

in  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of m ain tain ing  armed r i f l e  companies. I t

was o f te n  c la im ed , fo r  example, th a t  th e  purpose was " c h ie f ly  
•  11s o c ia l  . One member described  h is  p a r t ic u la r  club  as a

" s o c ia l  o rg an isa tio n "  designed to  " c u l t iv a te  th e  v ir tu e s  of

f r ie n d sh ip  and manly e x e rc is e ," 12 w hile ano ther person made the

naive c la im  th a t  th e  only purpose o f the  White League in  h is

a re a  was " fo r  our amusement and to  improve th e  horsemanship
ISof th e  young men of th i s  v i c in i ty •" In  s p i te  o f th e se  d i ­

v e r t in g  p r o te s ta t io n s ,  the movement did  have a  d e f in i te  aims 

i t  was c o n c ise ly  s ta te d  by the e d ito r  of th e  Opelousas, 

L o u is ia n a , C o u rie rt "The o b jec t of the  White League is  to

10 J ,  Boatw right to  F rank lin  J .  Moses, J r . ,  August 6 ,  
1874. F ran k lin  J .  Moses, J r . ,  P ap e rs , South C arolina h is to r ic a l  
Commission, Columbia, South C a ro lin a . C ited h e re a f te r  as Moses 
P ap e rs•

11 R. 8 . Beckman to  D aniel A. Chamberlain, June 24 ,
1874. South C aro lina  M ilita ry  A ffa irs  F i le ,

12 R. E. Hemphill to  Daniel A. Cham berlain, June 13 ,
1875. South C aro lina  M ilita ry  A ffa irs  F i le .

IS R. L. C ra ft to  Daniel A. Cham berlain, June 16 , 1876. 
South C aro lina  M ilita ry  A ffa ria  F i le .
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p u t th e  c o n tro l o f the  s t a te  government in to  the  hands of

th e  w hite  people of the s t a te

P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  movement was n o t re s  t r i o  ted

to  those  of vo ting  ag e , e x c lu s iv e ly . Boys over the  age of

s ix te e n  were s p e c i f i c a l ly  included in  th e  l i s t  o f e lig ib le *
ISin  so u th  C aro lina  and th e re  i s  one oaee on record  where

a r i f l e  company was formed by lad s *between th e  ages of s ix  
IBand te n  year* .*  Whit© women were very  a c t iv e  n o t only in

17r e c ru i t in g  fo r  th e  v o lu n teer companies hu t a ls o  In  f u r ­

n ish in g  them w ith  m il i ta r y  in s ig n ia  and tra p p in g s . The 

A b b e v ille , South C a ro lin a , c lu b , fo r example, was p resen ted  

w ith  a  f la g  by Miss Kate P a rk e r , who made i t  w ith  "her own 

hands

Meetings were held p e r io d ic a l ly ,  sometimes in  

connection  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  and a t  o ther tim es m erely

14
Opelousas C o u rie r , Ju ly  4 ,  1874. Quoted in  

B rew ster, S ke tches, p .1 7 5 *
16

Simkins and Woody, South C aro lin a , pp. 564-569.
16 Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 4 8 , I I I ,  44 

Cong., 2 s e e s . ,  p .  624•
17 Morgan, Yaaoo, p . 455.
18 Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 4 8 , I I I ,

44 Cong. , 2 so s's. , p.™'¥24. r



192

t o  go through th e i r  d r i l l s  "accord ing  to  Opt on1 s T ac tics

These m eetings were c a lle d  by means o f a  prearranged  system

of s ig n a ls  whioh made i t  p o ss ib le  for a  company to  be
20m ustered w ith in  a  couple of hours* Normally, a cannon

sh o t was th e  agreed  s ig n a l bub when such equipment was n o t

a v a i la b le ,  leag u ers  improvised in  the  follow ing manners

They took a  couple o f a n v ils  and p u t 
them to g e th e r , one on top  of th e  other* 
and f i l l e d  the hole w ith  powder and 
f i r e d  them o f f  whenever they  wanted to  
o a l l  th e  c lub  together*  I t  makes a 
n o ise  very mush l ik e  a cannon, and can 
be heard e ig h t  or te n  miles***

The e x te n t and number o f m il i ta ry  companies is  

d i f f i o u l t  to  determ ine a c c u ra te ly , bu t as a g e n e ra lis a tio n  

I t  can be sa id  th a t  th ey  appeared in  alm ost every county 

where fiepublleans were e i th e r  in  th e  m a jo rity  or were a c tu a l ly  

in  e e n tro l  o f p u b lic  o ffice#*22 Governor Chamberlain e s t i ­

mated t h a t  th e re  were a t  l e a s t  tiro hundred and n in e ty  r i f l e
2$clubs in  South C aro lina  a t  one tlm ej a  source in  M iss iss ip p i

19 Ib ld »* P* 109.
20 Sim kina, Ben T illm an* p* S3*
21

Senate Report no* 627* 44 Cong.* 1 sees** p . 88*
22 Ib id * * p . xxv.

22 Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 48 * 44 Cong**
2 sess** p . 509•
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s ta te d  th a t  n e a r ly  o n e -h a lf  o f the  w hite  p o p u la tio n  of vo ting

age in  t h a t  s t a t e  was e n ro lled  in  th e  movement.24

M il i ta ry  u n its  thus organised were armed to  th e  tee th*

Bedioal governors rece ived  many l e t t e r s  s im ila r  to  th i s  one

d e sc rib in g  White Line a c t iv i t i e s  s

Dear Guvnor* We here give you n o tic e  
t h a t  the  w h ite  people o f  th i s  towne have 
J e s t  reeeved* by express from Mew Orleans , 
th re e  boxes o f guns and a ls o  some boxes 
o f p i s to l s  f o r  the  porpus of a  r i o t  in  
t h i s  p la c e , w hile we have not g o t a. gun 
or do n o t want any disturbem enst.* .*®

These re p o r ts  were no t exaggerated* fo r  a v a ila b le  evidence

supports  th e  view th a t  arms were p le n t i f u l  among leaguers*

The two thousand members o f th e  New Orleans league fu rn ish

an in te r e s t in g  i l lu s t r a t io n *  Tw o-thirds o f them were armed

w ith  B elgian muskets purchased in  New York* alm ost a l l  o f

them had p i s to l s  * and in  ad d itio n *  th e  club possessed two

cannon. One o u t f i t  in  M iss iss ip p i had Cavalry* in fan try *

and a r t i l l e r y  u n its  w e ll equipped w ith  shotguns * needle guns *

24
Senate Report no* 627, 44 Cong.* 1 se e s .*  p* xxv*

26
IS* K. Jones to  A dalbert Am8 ,  September 10* 1876* 

Quoted in  Senate Beport no* 527* 44 Cong., 1 sess** p . 19.
26 Brewster* Sketches * p . 172.
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27and a s ix  pound cannon loaded w ith  scrap  iron* A* T* Morgan,

Thsoo C i ty 's  lead in g  R ad ica l, described  th a t  c i t y 's  m il i ta ry

o rg a n is a tio n  as he had observed i t  from a p lace  o f  h iding

fo llow ing  th e  r i o t  o f  September 1 , 1878*

They were as w ell armed and under as 
p e rfe o t  d i s c ip l in e ,  a p p a re n tly , as any 
tro o p s in  our l a t e  arm ies w ere. In ­
c lud ing  the  c av a lry  company from the  
coun ty , th e re  were n o t le s s  than  th re e  
hundred armed w hite men in  the  town.
T heir weapons were W inchester r i f l e s , 
needle guns, d o u b le -b a rre l shotguns 
and p i s t o l s .23

S evera l methods were employed to  secure necessary  

arms fo r  th e  r i f l e  companies • So su c ce ss fu l were th ese  mea­

su re s  t h a t  Democratic spokesmen were a b le  to  boast p u b lic ly
29t h a t  th e  c lubs were " f u l ly  armed, equipped and d r i l l e d ."

Most o f th e se  arms were obtained by purchase and funds fo r

th i s  purpose were ra is e d  in  various ways. Although th e re

i s  no a c tu a l  p roof of th e  charge th a t  money was co n trib u ted
80 ,by th e  n a tio n a l Democratic o rg a n is a tio n , th e re  i s  con­

s id e ra b le  evidence th a t  funds were p r iv a te ly  subscribed  in

27 John Meek to  A dalbert Ames, November 2 ,
Ames P ap e rs•

28 Morgan, Yasoo, p .  474.

W harton, Negro In  M is s is s ip p i , p . 187.
30 John H. hynoh, Pacts of R econstruc tion , (Mew fo rk , 

1915 ), p . 141. C ited  h e r e a f t e r s s  hynok, fh c ts  of Keoonetrue- 
t io n .
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51th e  North* Loo&l su b sc rip tio n s  a ls o  paid  fo r  a  share  of

th e  arms * Older man who were not expected to  bear arms were re*

quested  to  o u t f i t  younger men. In  South C a ro lin a , each r i f l e

company c a p ta in  was In s tru c te d

to  see  t h a t  h is  men a re  w e ll armed and 
provided w ith  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  rounds of 
ammunition* The c a p ta in  of th e  ydhmg 
men i s  to  provide a Baggage wagon, in  
which th re e  days ra tio n s  fo r  the horses and 
th re e  days ra t io n s  fo r  the  men a re  to  be 
s to re d * «• in  o rder th a t  they  m y  be pro* 
pared a t  a moments n o tice  to  move to  any 
p o in t in  th e  county when ordered by th e  
eh&riman o f th e  executive  committee*®*

S t i l l  another method of o b ta in ing  guns was to  s t e a l

them from Negro m i l i t i a  u n its*  Because th i s  happened so

f re q u e n tly ,  R adical governors were c o n s ta n tly  being warned

to  use every  p recau tio n  when sh ipp ing  arm s. In s p i t e  o f a l l

such  c a r e ,  however, se iz u re s  were f a i r l y  common, In  Miss*

i s s i p p i ,  fo r  exam ple, guns which were s to le n  from m ilitiam en
S3were l a t e r  seen  in  use by White L iners as they  d r i l le d *

S im ila r oases which occurred in  South C aro lina  have a lread y

31 W alter L* Flem ing, C iv il War and R econstruc tion ,
In  Alabama, (Mew York, 1905), p . VSl* C ited h e r e a f t e r a s '" " 
Flem ing, jlabam a*

M artin  W. 6ary*s p lan  fo r  th e  South C aro lina  
campaign of 1876. quoted in  Simkine and Woody, South C a ro lin a , 
pp* 564-689*

Senate Report no* 527, 44 Cong., 1 s e s s * , p , 97.
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been d e sc rib e d .^ *  These se izu re s  and th e f t s  ap p aren tly  assumed 

s is a b le  p ro p o r tio n s , fo r  one a d ju ta n t general o f f i c i a l l y  p ro ­

claim ed as p o te n t ia l ly  dangerous the  f a c t  th a t  tta  la rg e  number 

o f  th e  arms o f th e  s t a te  a re  in  the  hands of independent o r­

g a n is a t io n s .* , n o t under the  co n tro l of the  law th a t  governs th e  

mill tin . ” 5 5

Since th e  p o l i t i c a l  o b jec tiv e  of th e  White L iners was 

in  due tim e ach ieved , i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  note the  t a c t i c s  

w hich were employed to  make p o ss ib le  th e i r  su ccess . T heir 

s t r a te g y  had two fundam ental aims 2 one was to  in tim id a te  Re­

pub licans in d isc r im in a te ly  and the  o ther was to  d e stro y  Negro 

m i l i t i a  fo rc e s .

The p o lic y  of general in tim id a tio n  of Republicans 

had many f a c e ts .  Parades and o ther p u b lic  dem onstrations of 

fo rc e  were oammon occurrences and were a ttended  by leaguers
« / S

in  f u l l  m il i ta ry  r e g a l ia .  In  th e  f i e ld  o f p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n ,  

se v e ra l maneuvers were employed, but the  general p o lic y  was 

o u tlin e d  in  t h i s  in s tru c t io n !

34 See Chapter VIZI.
36 Report o f the  A djutant General of the  S ta te  o f 

South C a ro lin a , 1874, p . 6 .

Smedes, A Southern p la n te r , p . 230, G arner, 
M is s is s ip p i , p . 3 7 4 Senate Report no. 327, 44 C ong., 1 s e a s . ,  
p . 279.
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Every Democrat muat f e e l  honor bound 
to  c o n tro l the  vote o f a t  l e a s t  on©
Negro, by in tim id a tio n , pu rchase , 
keeping him away, or a® each in d iv i­
dual may determ ine how he may b e s t 
accom plish i t .5?

30Almost a l l  Republican m eetings were a ttended  by White D in e rs . 

who always th rea te n ed  and o fte n  succeeded in  b reak ing  up the
59

g a th e r in g s . in  some o a se s , p a r t ic u la r  Negroes were s in g led

o u t fo r  p r e - e le c t io n  v i s i t s  and were sub jec ted  to  extrem ely 
40h arsh  tre a tm e n t. R if le  companies were a ls o  a c tiv e  on 

eleetion day. sometimes re s o r t in g  to  fo rc e  and frau d  to  c a rry  

the day.*^ As we s h a l l  see. th ese  measures o f in tim id a tio n  

proved quite s u c c e s s fu l.

the White Leagues a ls o  s tru c k  fo rc e fu l  blows d i r e c t ly  

at th e  Negro m i l i t i a .  Many o f  th e  race r i o t s  which took p lace  

between w hites and th e  m i l i t i a  were th e  r e s u l t  o f d e lib e ra te  

planning. A member of a South C aro lina  r i f l e  company confessed

57 Campaign in s t ru c t io n  pub lished  by M. W. Gary of 
South C aro lina  in  1876. Quoted in  Simklns and Woody. South 
C a ro lin a , pp . 684-869.

30 Lynoh, Facts of R econstruc tion , p . 141.

39 Senate Report no. 687. 44 C ong.. 1 s e s s . ,  p . 837.

40 H* W* W arren, Reminiscences of a M iss iss ip p i 
C arpet-B agger. (W orcester,1 9 1 4 ) ,  p .? T .  cTted h e re a f te r  as 
W arren, Rem iniscences.

J . Meek to  Adalbert Arne®, November 2 ,  1875.
Ames Papers.
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t h a t  " i t  had been th e  s e t t l e d  purpose of th e  lead in g  w hite  

men. * . t o  s e is e  th e  f i r s t  oppo rtun ity  th a t  th e  negroes m ight
42o f fe r  them t o  provoke a  r i o t  and teaoh  the negroes a le s so n ."

C lashes took p lane  in  L o u is ia n a , M is s is s ip p i , and &outh

C arolina} th e  l a s t  im portan t one which erup ted  in  Hamburg,

South C a ro lin a , in  e a r ly  J u ly ,  1876, fu rn ish es  an in te re s t in g

s tu d y  in  th e  technique o f d e l ib e ra te ly  c re a tin g  a  race  r io t*

On J u ly  4 ,  1876, th e  Begro m i l i t i a  company a t

Hamburg, under oamo&nd o f Doc M am s, w hile marching "company

f r o n t” down th e  main s t r e e t  o f town attem pted to  fo rce  two

w hites in  a  buggy o f f  th e  tho roughfare . An argument ensued,
43b u t th e  w h ites were e v en tu a lly  allowed to  p a ss . (hi th e  

fa llo w in g  d ay , th e  w hite  men swore out a  w arran t fo r  the  

a r r e s t  o f Adams, and t r i a l  was s e t  fo r  J u ly  8 . On th a t  day , 

G eneral M. 0 .  B u tle r  and h is  Sweetwater Sabre Club from 

B dgefie ld  appeared in  c o u r t ,  and one member o f th e  group ad­

m itted  t h a t  th e  purpose of the  v i s i t  was " to  provoke a  row,
t»44and i f  one did n o t o f f e r ,  we were to  make one." Adams*

42 B. H. T illm an , The S truggles o f *78,  (n*p. ,n .d*) 
p .  17. Pamphlet in  possession  of w r i te r .  C ited  h e re a f te r  as 
T illm an , S trugg les of *76,

^  J b i d . ,  p . 16.
44

I b id .,  p . 17.
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f a i l u r e  to  appear fu rn ish ed  th e  necessary  p re tex t*  General 

B u tle r  journeyed aoroee th e  s t a te  l in e  to  Augusta, where he 

managed to  borrow a  cannon, re tu rned  h a s t i ly  to  Hamburg, 

and assumed oemnand o f h is troops* Adam and h is  m i l i t i a -  

men h ad , in  th e  meantim e, gathered  in  th e  S ib ley  b u ild in g  

whieh served  as t h e i r  armory* The B u tle r fo rce s  advanced upon 

th e  armory and demanded th e  su rrender of a l l  guns in  s to ra g e  

there*  When the  m i l i t i a  c a p ta in  refused  to  comply w ith  th is  

demand, f ig h tin g  broke o u t. In  th e  f i r s t  v o lle y , one o f 

th e  w h ites  was k i l l e d ;  bu t when th e  B u tle r fo rce s  opened f i r e  

w ith  t h e i r  cannon, th e  Negroes In  th e  b u ild in g  f le d  in  haste* 

T h ir ty  or f o r ty  m ilitiam en  were subsequen tly  captured and 

p laced  under guard in  th e  "Ring*, an encampment near th e  

r a i l r o a d  tracks*  In  th e  excitem ent which fo llow ed , se v e ra l 

Negroes were murdered! f iv e  of th e  p riso n e rs  in  th e  “ Ring" 

were sh o t down in  eold blood w ith in  f u l l  view o f th e i r  com­

rades *®® Bines th e  avowed purpose of th e i r  " v i s i t  to  Ham­

burg" was " to  s t r ik e  te rro r" ,* ®  th e  Sweetwater Sabre Club

Aocounts o f th e  Hamburg a f f a i r  can be found in  
th e  fo llow ing  works * Senate M iscellaneous Document no. 4 6 , 
I ,  44 C ong., 2 se e s* , pp. T illm an , s tru g g le s  o f^ T d ,
p . 15. A lle n , Reminiscence a , pp. 312-325* Reynolds, SoulK 
C a ro lin a , pp . 344-347. Anderson (South C aro lina) I n t e l ! i -  r 
gencer ." Ju ly  13 , 1876. ~

Tillm an, Struggles o f *76, p . 24*
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was a b le  to  r e tu rn  ham© secure  in  th e  knowledge th a t  th e i r  

m ission  had d e f in i te ly  been accom plished. And in  s p i te  ©f 

th e  fulminatiOBS ©f th e  N orthern p ress  * which launched a 

f re a a ie d  denuncia tion  of 11 S i t t in g  B ull B u tle r and S is  E dgefield  

S io u x " , th e  p e rp e tra to rs  o f th is  s la u g h te r  were never pun­

ished*

These d e lib e ra te  a c ts  o f v io lence  were o f te n  times 

c a r r ie d  out w ith  th e  a id  and cooperation  of o th er companies, 

e i th e r  from neighboring  coun ties or nearby s ta te s*  Bering th e  

Viokeburg tro u b le s  o f 1874* a  steam er was se n t u p riv e r to
48Tasoo C ity  to  t ra n s p o r t  arms loaned by White L iners th e r e «

Out o f s t a te  a id  was q u ite  common* as w ell* During the  cam­

paign  of 1875 in  M ississ ip p i*  w hites from Alabama made freq u en t 

excursions aoroes the  l in e  to  a id  t h e i r  neighbors* 0* fU 

Chase* s e n t to  M iss iss ip p i by th e  a tto rn e y  general o f th e

Bnited S ta te s*  rep o rted  to  h is  su p e rio r th a t  "an invasion
40from Alabama i s  imminent" * and a Mobile newspaper urged 

th a t  "Democratic and Conservative young men organ ise  bands 

o f minute men in  every  county" fo r  the  purpose of a id ing

47 C ited  in  Reynolds* ffouth C a ro lin a* p* 347* 

Morgan* Tasoo* p* 440*
49

George K. Chase to  A ttorney  General Edwards 
p ie rre p o n t*  October 87* 1875* Ames Papers*



sot h e i r  ne ighbo rs . Governor Ames received  a com plaint from

a  Negro le a d e r  in  Vac on, M is s is s ip p i , th a t  " th e  Alabama

w hite  people was e a t here  on th e  35 th  of August AD 1875 k i l l -
61ing  up b lack  p eo p le ."  A w hite company from Helena, A rkansas, 

jo in ed  w ith  th e  C onservative fo rc e s  du ring  the F r i a r 1 s p o in t
CO

a f f a i r  in  M is s is s ip p i ,  and some f i f t y  or s ix ty  Georgia

w h ites  under th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f a  man named Dunn tra v e le d  from

Augusta to  Hamburg in  order to  "help  re l ie v e "  the s t a te  of 
63South C arolina* One hundred and s ix ty  armed w hites from 

L ou isiana  crossed  th e  M iss iss ip p i F iver to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e
g*

Vicksburg r i o t ,  and th e  fo llow ing telegram  from T r in i ty ,  

T exas, to  th e  w hites in  Vioksburg in d ica ted  th a t  a d d itio n a l 

support from more d is ta n t  a reas could be counted upons

To P re s id e n t Board o f Supervisors a
Do you want any men? Can r a is e  good 
crowd w ith in  tw enty fou r hours to  
k i l l  ou t your negroes.®®

E xcerpt from Mobile (Alabama) R e g is te r . Quoted in  
Morgan, Yasoo, p . 479.

61 23. C. Walker to  A dalbert Ames, August 2 6 , 1676. 
Ames p a p e rs .

52 New York H erald , October 6 , 1976.
52 donate M iscellaneous Document no. 48 , I ,  44 C ong..

II .11 linn ■imimiwiifMi.x II Willi I n*»Mi»MviiiHui »I II* ■» mmmm
2 s e s e . , p . 676.

54 House of Representa tiv e s  Report no, 265, 45 C ong., 
2 b o s s . ,  p . ix .

5fi Telegram from J .  G. Gates and A. H. Mason,
December 12 , 1874. Quoted in  ib id .
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C onditions which were c rea ted  by White Line a c t iv i t y  

caused much uneasiness to  lo y a l Bopublleans. Appeals to  th e i r  

le a d e rs  were numerous. Governor Ames, f o r  example received  

many appea ls s im ila r  in  tone to  th i s  one from h is  co lored  sup­

p o r te r s  t *We ask  you fo r  our p ro te c tio n  or help© some way 

o r e r th e r  , knowing th a t  you a re  our guvnor and th e  only  help
fillf o r  us*** Even p re s id e n t Grant received  messages to l l in g

o f  d ep lo rab le  co n d itio n s and req u estin g  he lp i

Honored S ir*  This l e t t e r  i s  from a Poor 
freedman 1 w r ite  to  Let you no about 
tim es down th is  way th e  re b e ls  a re  ou t­
rageous In  our o i ty  th ey  have about 
f i f t e e n  Hundred B iffle a  s c a tte re d  about 
in  d i f r e n t  houses and th ey  s i t  up every  
n ig h t to  watch them and they  say the  
f i rw t  chance they  get th ey  a re  going to  
k i l l  the  Dam lead e rs  o f th e  Hepublican 
p a r ty  and a l l  the  dam Tanks is  and n iggers 
and th a t  i s  j u s t  what th ey  a re  doing***®7

Several a ttem pts were made to  c u r t a i l  or d e stro y  

th e  growing White Line movement* G overnors, in  th e i r  ex­

t re m ity , re so r te d  to  issu in g  proclam ations a g a in s t r i f l e  

olubs demanding t h e i r  disbandment* Ames took th i s  s te p  during

56
W. K. Jones to  A dalbert Ames, September 10 , 

1875* Quoted in  Henate Beport no* 527, 44 Cong*, 1 se a s* , 
p* 19*

57
Senate M iscellaneous Document no* 4 8 , X II, 44 

Cong*, 2 se sa * , p* 'sfflV'
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th e  campaign of X8TS in  M ississipp i,® 0 and Governor Chamberlain

follow ed s u i t  in  South Carolina*®^ These proclam ations were

never e f f e c t iv e .  South C aro lin ians m erely ignored Chamber-

la in *  s  words ,  w hile  Miss ise lp p ian s  were openly d e f ia n t  i

Ames emerged from h is  hole the  o ther 
day and s ta id  out long enough to  say  
to  th e  eam paxiiss..* 'd ie  band1* But a t  
the  p re se n t w ritin g  th ey  a re  no t d i s ­
banding w orth  a  c e n t ,  nor do they  have 
any id ea  o f doing such a  th ln g * ^

White b in e  v io lence  in  South C aro lina  reached such

alarm ing p ro p o rtio n s  th a t  U. S* Grant was fo rced  to  e n te r

th e  p ic tu re  and issu e  a p re s id e n tia l  proclamation, d ire c tin g
61th e  r i f l e  companies to  d isp e rse  w ith in  th ree  days. the  

term s o f the  proclam ation  were obeyed in  l e t t e r  though no t 

in  s p i r i t*  The companies o f f i c i a l l y  d isbanded, to  be s u re , 

bu t th ey  reo rgan ised  imm ediately under f a l s e  p re ten ses and 

under such innocuous t i t l e s  as the  F i r s t  B a p tis t Church

68 G arner, M is s is s ip p i , p* 378*
CQ

Anderson (South C aro lin a) I n te l l ig e n c e r , 
October 12 , 1676*

60 gxeerp t from Yasoo C ity  H erald* Quoted in  
Morgan, Yasoo, p . 470*

61
Proclam ation  issued October 17 , 1870* Copy 

in  Appleton*a Annual C yclopaedia,  1676,  p . 721*
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Sewing C ir c le ,  th e  Hampton and T ild es  M usical C lub, and the 

A llendale  Mounted B aseball Club whose r o s te r  o f  p lay e rs  eon-
gg

ta in e d  th e  Impress lire t o t a l  o f one hundred and f i f t y  names*

By th o se  devious a c t io n s , measures aimed a t  destro y in g  th e

companies were e f f e c t iv e ly  n u l l i f i e d .

The White Line movement was em inently  su ccessfu l in

accom plishing i t s  aim o f p o l i t i c a l  r e s to ra t io n  through fo rc e .

R adical p o l i t i c ia n s  in  p a r t ic u la r  and Bepubllean v o ters in

g enera l were in  agreement w ith  th ese  sentim ents expressed by

one o f th e i r  numberi *We have been slum bering on a vo lcano .*•«

I t  i s  no longer w ith  them the  number of votes bu t th e  number 
»63o f guhs. P o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  of r i f l e  companies was d i r e c t ly  

re sp o n sib le  fo r  Democratic v ic to ry  in  M iss iss ip p i and South 

C aro lin a ; and although  f in a l  trium ph d id  not come in  L ouisiana 

u n t i l  1877, th e  White Leagues c o n trib u ted  t h e i r  p a r t  by 

m ain ta in ing  co n sid erab le  p ressu re  on lo ca l Kepublicans.

S qually  su ccess fu l was t h e i r  p o lic y  aimed a t  smash­

ing rem aining Negro m i l i t i a  u n i ts .  The appearance of th ese  

armed m il i ta r y  coun ter fo rces  caused many m i l i t i a  u n its  to  

v o lu n ta r i ly  d isband . Some were h a ra ssed , annoyed, and

02
Simkins and Woody, South C a ro lin a , p . 809,

63
John Meek to  Adelbert Ames , November Zt 1875.

Ames Papers.
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in tim id a ted  in to  in e f fe c t iv e n e s s , w hile  other® were phys id­

e a l ly  destroyed* from th e  ranks of the  White Lise movement 

cam© th e  men who engaged Negro m i l i t i a  fo rces  in  those 

bloody a f f a i r s  th e  most no torious o f which were Vicksburg, 

C lin to n , and Hamburg, where th e  w hites in s t i tu te d  a  p o lic y  o f 

disbandment through exterm ination*



COLLUSION

Judged by I t s  p ro fessed  aim s, th e  $®gro m i l i t i a  

movement was a  dism al f a i lu re *  By 1677, i t  was apparen t fo r  

a l l  to  see  t h a t  the  l a s t  o f the  R adical s ta te  governments 

were doomed and th a t  in d iv id u a l m i l i t i a  u n its  had e i th e r  been 

d e s tro y e d , d isbanded , or rendered  m i l i t a r i ly  in e ffe c tiv e *

T his s i tu a t io n  re s u lte d  d i r e c t ly  from th e  program o f v io l ©no© 

inaugura ted  by a h o s t i le  elem ent of th e  w hite  popu la tion  

whioh remained im placable in  o p p o sitio n  to  the  m i l i t i a .  I t  

fo l lo w s , th e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  in  order to  understand th e  f a i lu r e  

o f  th e  m i l i t i a  movement, one must a ls o  understand c e r ta in  

a sp e c ts  o f th e  campaign of v io lence  whioh made th a t  f a i lu re  

in e v ita b le *  More s p e c i f i c a l ly ,  one i s  fo rced  to  answer two 

q u e s tio n s . Why were th e  w h iter ab le  to  p re v a il  by erased fo rce  

over the  Segro m il i t ia ?  What were th s  re a l  reasons which 

caused th e  w hites to  tu rn  to suoh extreme measures?

The u ltim ate  v ic to ry  of th e  w hites in  the  s tru g g le  

was no t due to  t h e i r  own ag g ress iv e  a c tio n s  e n t i r e ly .  These 

had th e i r  e f f e c t ,  to  be su re j but i t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t  suoh

207
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p o lio  leg  a s  r e t a l  ia t io n  a g a in s t  in d iv id u a l m ilitiam en  or oven 

c re a t io n  of W hite Lino r i f l e  companies w ould, in  them selves, 

have been s u f f i c i e n t  to  guaran tee  v ic to ry  had they  n o t been 

accompanied by a  b asic  e r ro r  in  s t r a te g y  on th e  p a r t  o f 

R adical le a d e rs  which s e r io u s ly  weakened the m i l i t i a  movement 

from w ith in . T his e r ro r  was the f a i l u r e  to  ever r e a l ly  em­

p lo y  th e  m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  to  th e  f u l l  e x te n t o f  th e i r  power, 

and th e  f a u l t  r e s t s  sq u a re ly  on th e  shoulders o f inciaabent 

R adical governors* Even in  ex cep tio n a l cases where execu tives 

favored  maximum u t i l i t y  o f  th e i r  tro o p s , th ey  received  much 

adv ice  t o  th e  con trary*  Governor C layton of Arkansas was 

warned by no le s s  a  person  th an  h is own a d ju ta n t general

a g a in s t  using Wegro troops 14except in  ease of extreme neoes- 
.1s i ty *  A good deal of th e  re lu c ta n ce  to  employ Negro so ld ie rs

steamed d i r e c t ly  from lac k  of confidence in  t h e i r  m il i ta ry  
2prow ess, b u t th i s  was by no means th e  so le  reason* Governor 

Brownlcar, f o r  in s ta n c e , expressed h is  d isp lea su re  a t  bo th  

th e  freedom w ith  whioh Negro m ilitiam en  used th e i r  guns and

1
Keyes D anforth  to  Powell C lay ton , December 12 , 

1868* Quoted in  C lay to n , A fterm ath , p . 119*

2 J* C* D elavigne, " th e  Troubles In  the  South'*, 
the  Southern M agasine, XX (1878), 517*
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3t h e i r  genera l a t t i tu d e  toward w h ite s . The main d e te r r e n t ,  

however, was f e a r .  Haunted by th e  sp e e tre  o f race  w ar, gov-
4e rn o rs  tem porised and s a t i s f ie d  them selves w ith  h a lf-m easu res. 

In  Alabama, numerous a p p lic a tio n s  from "colored fe llo w  c i t i ­

zens from M obile, Selma, and Montgomery1* req u estin g  perm ission  

to  o rganize  m i l i t i a  companies were tu rned  down by th e  a d ju ta n t 

genera l on e x p l i c i t  o rders from Governor Lewis.® Ames h e s i­

ta te d  a  long w h ile  before f i n a l ly  c a l l in g  up h is Negro troops 

in  M is s is s ip p i ,  and th e  de lay  w as, by h is  own adm ission , 

prompted by f e a r  t h a t  arming th e  m i l i t i a  would cause the  

s t a t e  * to  d r i f t  in to  a war o f  r a c e s •“ When an outbreak of 

v io len ce  occurred in  Jackson County, F lo r id a , in  l a t e  1869, 

many demands were made on Governor Need to  send a  lo y a l 

m i l i t i a  fo rc e  th e re  to  q u e ll th e  d is tu rb an c e . Heed, f e a r fu l  

o f  th e  eonsequences o f such a c t io n ,  squashed the  demands 

by ag reeing  to  r a is e  a Negro regim ent fo r  th e  purpose p ro­

vided  the  lead in g  Radical a g i t a to r ,  named Purman, would

«
C o u lte r , Parson Brownlow, p . 290.

4 One Negro h is to r ia n  f l a t l y  s ta te s  th a t  “ the  Re­
c o n s tru c tio n  governors were a f ra id  to  use these  m i l i t i a  
fo rc e s  l e s t  th ey  s t a r t  a  race  w ar. . . . n W. J5. B* BuBois, 
B lack R eco n stru c tio n , (New York, 1936), p . 690.

g

Annual Report o f th e  A djutant General o f the  
S ta te  o f Alabama7 1 8 /3 . p . 3 .

6 A dalbert Ames to  A. T* Morgan, August 14 , 1874. 
Ames P ap e rs .
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7command i t .  His o f fe r  was sp e ed ily  dec l in e d .  t h i s  re lu c ta n ce

to  mount an a l l - o u t  o f fens i r e  no t only sapped th e  s tre n g th  

from th e  m i l i t i a  movement hut a ls o  proved th a t  fiadioal lead e rs  

were e i th e r  ig n o ran t o f or unw illing  to  subscribe  to  th e  po­

l i t i c a l  theorem which r e a l i s t i o a l l y  p o in ts  out th a t  "S oc ia l 

R evolutions a re  n o t accomplished by fo rce  , un less t h a t  fo rce  

i s  overwhelming,  m e rc ile s s , and continued over a  long p e rio d ,"  

Another source of weakness in  th e  Negro m i l i t i a  

movement r e s u l te d  from th e  fa o t  th a t  th ey  were * in  a very 

r e a l  s e n se ,. abandoned by th e  n a tio n a l Republican adm inis­

tr a t io n *  This abandonment was r e f  lo o ted  in s u o h  a c t  ions 

as G ran t1 s r e fu s a l  t o  in te rvene  in  Texas and M iss iss ip p i a t  

c ru c ia l  pe rio d s o f th e  s tru g g le  in  those s ta te s*  One should 

n o t be to o  h a rsh , however, in  passing  judgment on th is  apparent 

d e fe c tio n  because i t  came about as a  n a tu ra l r e s u l t  of c i r ­

cumstances r a th e r  than  as a  d e lib e ra te  p lo t  to  d e s e r t  th e  

Negro in  h is  extrem ity* The coo ling  o f f  o f th s  G rant ad­

m in is tr a t io n  was e s s e n t ia l ly  a  re a c tio n  to  the  p ressu re  o f 

a  changing Northern p u b lic  opinion* Zt is  t ru e  th a t  whom 

Governor N* J* Davis of Texas appealed to  the p re s id e n t fo r

* D av is, F lo r id a , p . 577*

8 Wharton, Hegro In M ississ ip p i, p* 198*
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t ro o p s , h is  req u est was re fu sed  sad he was p io u s ly  advised  

“to  y ie ld  to  the  v e rd ic t  of th e  people#*1® I t  I# no le s s  tru e  

t h a t  a t  th e  same tim e , G rant was being plagued by an unfavor­

a b le  r e s e t  ion  in  p u b lic  opin ion  which n o t only ra ise d  questions 

concerning Southern p o lic y  in  general bu t a ls o  lev ied  th e  

charge o f Caesariam  a g a in s t th e  P re s id en t personally#  When 

Ames asked fo r  Federal troops during  th e  campaign of 1876 

in  M is s is s ip p i ,  he was refu sed  them w ith  the  te r s e  bu t t ru e

comment t h a t  “the whole p u b lic  a re  t i r e d  of th e  annual autumnal
10

outbreaks in  th e  South#* Ames l a t e r  remarked w ith  some 

b itte rn ess  th a t “th is  flip p a n t u tte ran c e  •# .was the  way the  

execu tive branch o f th e n a tio n a l government announced th a t  

i t  had decided th a t th e  rec o n s tru c t ion a c ts  of Congress were 

a f a i l u r e # * ^  A f u r th e r  in d ic a tio n  th a t  th e  Northern people 

had grown weary o f th e  N eencstruotion  experiment can be 

seen  in  th e  f ie r c e  re a c tio n  which follow ed on th e  heels of 

General Sheridan*s famous “b a n d it t i*  message se n t from New 

Orleans e a r ly  in  1876. Several N orthern s ta te  le g is la tu re s

9 C larence H* W harton, Texas Cnder Many F la g s ,
(New York, I9 6 0 ) , p . 205. New York''HeraXa, J a n u a r y l 3 , 1874.

C ited  in  W harton, Negro In M is s is s ip p i , p . 194.
11 A dalbert Ames to  E. B. Andrews, May 24 , 1896. 

G arner P apers .
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Colored P a rt y . “ W h y  w hars yei I ’arJer and M u d d er*”
Y ocng A merica . “ Oh, T h e y ’re down Mair«. P ro  an idea Pm an orphan

IX. The Negro Abandoned
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censured  th e  a c t io n ,  and numerous p ro te s t  m eetings were held  

i n  N orthern cities*-*-2

As N orthern p u b lic  opinion continued t o  apply  re ­

s t r a in in g  p re ssu re s  on th e  Grant adm in istra tion*  Southern 

w h ites  began l e s s  and le s s  to  f e a r  in te rv e n tio n  by th e  Federal 

government and grew b o ld e r  in  t h e i r  use o f v io lence  a t  th e  

very  tim e when m i l i t i a  fo rce s  were becoming in c re a s in g ly  more 

v u ln e ra b le  due to  in te r n a l  weakness* I t  i s  im portant to  

em phasize, a t  t h i s  po in t*  th a t  th e  ev en tu a l success o f White 

l in e  t a c t i c s  was g re a t ly  enhanced by th e  sim ultaneous de­

b i l i t a t i o n  o f Hegro m i l i t i a  fo rc e s  which re s u l te d  from lack  

o f g u b e rn a to r ia l confidence and w ithdraw al o f p re s id e n t ia l  

support*

Since d e s tru c tio n  o f th e  m i l i t i a  was accomplished 

by means o f  a  c a re fu l ly  planned and w ell-execu ted  campaign 

o f  v io lence*  i t  i s  necessary  to  in q u ire  in to  th e  reasons 

why Southern w hites re so r te d  to  such extreme measures* Un­

q u estio n ab ly , th e  c o st o f th e  program generated a  g re a t dea l 

o f  resentm ent* A few figure© w i l l  be s u f f ic ie n t  to  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h i s  p o in t .  In  Texas, Limestone and Freestone coun ties 

were a sse ssed  t h i r t y - s i x  thousand d o lla r s  to  pay c o s ts  o f

^  Lonn, Louisiana After 1068* pp. 304-305*
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m a r tia l  law proclaim ed w ith in  th e i r  boundaries.*^  The sh o rt 

b u t f i e r c e  “E irk-H olden War" c o s t B arth  G aro lin ians alm ost 

se v e n ty -f iv e  thousand d o l la r s ;  m i l i t i a  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  

on ly  one e le c t io n  in  Tennessee c o s t over n in e ty - th re e  thou­

sand d o lla r s  m  a d d itio n  to  th e  in c re d ib le  expenses in ­

c id e n t  to  th e  m&intainenoe o f th e  m etro p o litan  p o lic e  in  
16flew O rlean s , th e  L ouisiana le g is la tu r e  app ropria ted  an

a d d it io n a l  hundred thousand d o lla r s  f o r  support of the s t a te  
17m il i t ia *  Arkansas spen t the  astronom ical sum o f th ree

hundred and t h i r t y  thousand d o lla r s  during  the m artia l law
18p erio d  o f  1868-1869, and an o th er two hundred thousand

19d o l la r s  as a  r e s u l t  of th e  Brooks-Baxter War* An inves­

t ig a t in g  committee o f the  South C aro lina  le g is la tu r e  fix ed

th e  c o s t  o f  e n ro ll in g  and arming th e  m i l i t i a  o f th a t  s ta te
20

a t  th re e  hundred and se v en ty -f iv e  thousand do lla rs*

^  H erb e rt, S o lid  South, pp. 376-377*
14 H am ilton, North C a ro lin a , p* 531*

C o u lte r , pars on Brownlow, p . 339*

H e rb e rt, Solid  South , p , 400*

17 Bowers, th e  Tragic E ra , p* 365. Lonn, Louisiana 
A fte r 1868, p . 65.

^  S ta p le s ,  A rkansas, pp* 304-308.
19 testim ony of James R, B erry , S ta te  A udito r. House 

o f re p re se n ta tiv e s  Bap or t  no* j2, 43 Cong*, 2 s e s s * , p . 506 ■
20 Beynolds, South C a ro lin a , p . 177.
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Not only wore ap p ro p ria ted  funds used to  pfty troop* 

and purchase th e  w herew ithal to  make war j t h i s  money a l*o  

in v a r ia b ly  became involved in  th e  too  p rev a len t c o rru p tio n  

o f th e  p e rio d . P a y ro ll padding was ©o common a p ra c tic e  

t h a t  Governor Hoses adm itted  under oa th  th a t  no t one-fou rth  

o f the  person* l i s t e d  on th e  South C aro lina  r o l l s  a t  one
oi

p e rio d  rendered  any m il i ta ry  s e rv ic e .

th rough  m i l i t i a  claim s commission*, v a s t sume of 

money passed in to  th e  pockets of person* whose only q u a l i f i ­

c a t io n  fo r  suoh c o lle c t io n s  were th e  good fo rtu n e  to  be 

recogn ised  as av id  su p p o rte rs  o f th e  incumbent ad m in is tra tio n  

and th e  w illin g n e ss  to  swear to  a  fa lseh o o d . In  Arkansas*

such a  commission was c re a te d  by th e  le g is la tu re  as a r e -
22s u i t  o f Governor C lay to n 's  u rg in g . During th e  s in g le

y ea r whioh i t  fu n c tio n ed , i t  d isbursed  over one hundred and
23tw enty thousand d o l la r s  of Arkansas tax p ay ers ' money.

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  note th a t  th e  com m issioner, h im se lf .
24c o lle c te d  on a t  l e a s t  two c la im s.

21

P ublic  Frauds
fteport o f th e  J o in t  Inve s t ig a tin g  Commi t t e e  On 
s In South C a ro lin a . 1877-78, (Columbia. 18770*,

p . 677.
22

S ta p le s .  A rkansas. p . 303.
24 Ib id .

C lay ton , A fterm ath, pp . 165-166.
23
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Governor S e o tt used f i f t y  thousand d o lla r s  o f m i l i t i a

money to  b rib e  th ro e  South C aro lina  l e g is la to r s  in  order to
26escape impeachment, and h is  a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l, F rank lin  J* 

H oses, «Jr*, p u rp o rted ly  made the  g re a te s t  s in g le  f in a n c ia l  

k i l l i n g  o f h is  e n t i r e  c a re e r  from m i l i t i a  fu n d s, no mean a©-
eg

complishment in  view of th e  c a re e r  concerned* So sp e c ta - 

c u la r  were th e  maneuverings of th is  o f f i c i a l  th a t  a few o f 

h is  a n t ic s  hear repeating*  On one occasion , he was se n t n o rth  

by Governor S c o tt to  purchase r i f l e s  fo r  th e  s ta te -  By the 

sim ple business technique known as th e  "kiok-baok**, he r e -
27

oeived a  f a t  sum from th e  s u p p lie r . E ls b ig g es t d e a l ,

however, Involved guns which had been fu rn ish ed  South C arolina

by th e  Federal government* Although these  guns were in  good

working o rd e r , Hoses n eg o tia ted  a c o n tra c t amounting to  one

hundred and s ix ty - f iv e  thousand d o lla rs  fo r  th e i r  a l t e r a t io n
26to  b reech -load ing  r i f le s *  The a l t e r a t io n  prio© per gun

2 6 Reynolds, South C a ro lin a , p* 173.
26 ft* E. Woody, nF ran k lin  J .  Moses, J r . ,  Scalawag 

Governor o f  South C a ro lin a , 1872-74” , The North C aro lina 
H is to r ic a l  Review, 1 (A p ril , 1933), 119*

27 Report o f th e  J o in t  Inve s t i gat in g  Committee On 
p ub lic  Frauds in  South C a ro lin a , 1177-78* p* STfJj".

28
Proceedings o f th e  Tax P ayer’s Convention of 

South C a ro lin a , 1874, p . 96 -
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was g re a te r  th an  th e  t e s t  p r ic e  o f a  new gun from th e  very 

company making th e  a l te r a t io n s * 29 Not only was an estim ated  

se v e n ty -f iv e  thousand d o lla r s  swindled in  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r
. _ so
d e a l , b u t accord ing  to  an employee in  th e  a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l9s 

o f f i c e , th e  guns were a c tu a l ly  le s s  se rv ice ab le  a f t e r  th e  

c o s t ly  a l t e r a t io n s  th an  th ey  had been before.**'

The o f f ic e  o f a d ju ta n t g e n e ra l» through which mi­

l i t i a  fo rc e s  were commanded,  became l i t t l e  more than  a  s in e ­

cu re  in  whioh one could use the handsome s a la ry  t h a t  accompanied 

th e  p o e t a s  a  reward to  th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  f a i t h f u l .  Nepotism 

was n o t uncommon in  connection  w ith  appointments* Parson 

Brcemlow, f o r  example,  found h is  son to  be adm irably f i t t e d

fo r  th e  jo b i he subsequen tly  e lev a ted  a  nephew, Sam Hunt* to  
*2

th e  o ffice*  Governor Davis lik ew ise  f i l l e d  th e  vacancy in  

Texas w ith  a  near r e l a t i o n ,  F . L. B ritton*

29
ib id *

50 Ib id .
s i Testimony o f John B. Dennis * Report o f the  

J o in t  In v e s tig a t in g  Committee On Public  Frauds ^nHSouth 
C a ro lin a , 1877-f8 , p ,  680.

32 C o u lte r , parson  Brownlee, p . 267.
35 Clarence P . Denman, "The O ffice  o f A dju tan t- 

General in  Texas, 1835-01*, Southwestern H is to r ic a l q u a r te r ly , 
XXVIII (1924), 302-325,
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In  a d d itio n  to  th e  resentm ent re s u l t in g  from c a s te  

and frauds re la te d  to  th e  m i l i t i a  movement, considerab le  

b i t te rn e s s  was c rea ted  as a r e s u l t  o f m i l i t i a  a c t iv i t ie s *  

Although t h i s  phase o f t h e i r  h is to ry  has been d iscussed  in  a  

p rev ious c h a p te r , i t  should be r e i te r a te d  here th a t  th e
«g

Negro m i l i t i a  was unw isely handled . T heir continued ac­

t i v i t y  in  p o l i t i e s ,  t h e i r  d e p re d a tio n s , and th e i r  minor so c ia l  

o ffen ses undoubtedly increased  th e  i l l - f e e l i n g  o f th e  w hites 

and must be considered  as one f a c to r  lead ing  to  th e i r  de­

c is io n  to  o rgan ise  in  o p p o sitio n .

To the  casu a l o b se rv er, th e  catalogue of o ffenses 

eoaaaitted by m ilitiam en  p lus th e  c o s ts  and frauds involved 

might seem s u f f ic ie n t  to  ex p la in  th e  f a i lu r e  of th e  m i l i t i a  

movement. Any such  co n c lu sio n , however, would be m isleading 

in  i t s  o v e rs im p lif io a tio n . One must be w r y  c a re fu l in  any 

a n a ly s is  o f f a c to r s  exp la in in g  Southern a t t i tu d e s  and re ­

a c tio n s  to  d is t in g u is h  between a c tu a l wrongs and im plied 

w rongs. In  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  c a s e , th e  a c tu a l wrongs, the  

p e t ty  annoyances and depredations of the  m i l i t i a ,  m erely

34
See Chapter III*

ttg
A lrutheus A. T ay lo r, The Negro  In  South C aro lina  

During iie co n s tru c tio n . (W ashington, 1924)‘. p . IS®.""" C ited  ' 
h e re a f te r  as  T ay lo r, flegro In  South C aro lin a .
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served  to  aggravate  a  s i tu a t io n  th a t  from the  very  beginning

had been in to le ra b le  to  many Southern w hites because o f th e

s o c ia l  wrong im p lied . The South during  Heeone t r u s t  ion was

n o t y e t ready to  acquiesce in  the  p ious sentim ents o f the

Congressman who d ec lared  th a t  on th a t  “l a s t  g re a t day when

th e  horn s h a l l  sound*1 the  questions would n o t be “whether he

was a  b lack  sheep o r a  w hite sheep , but whether i t  i s  good 
.36m utton ."  per even had the  m i l i t i a  re fra in e d  from committing 

a  s in g le  a c t  a n ta g o n is tic  to  the  w h ite s , they  would s t i l l  in  

a l l  p ro b a b i l i ty  have been destroyed , a Negro h is to r ia n  outs 

r i g h t  th rough  to  the  h e a r t  of th e  m atte r w ith  th e  fo llow ing 

sta tem en ts

The very  f a c t  th a t  th e  Hegro wore a  
uniform  and thereby  enjoyed c e r ta in  
r ig h ts  was an a f f ro n t  to  most sou thern  
w h ite s .57

This r a c ia l  a f f ro n t  was a t  th e  very core o f the  

w hite  m an's h a tred  of th e  Negro m ili t ia *  from r a c ia l  b i t t e r ­

ness i t  i s  bu t a s h o r t  s te p  to  r a c ia l  c o n f l ic t !  consequently* 

t h a t  s t r a in  o f v io lence  which runs w ith  such p e rs is te n c e

36 C ongressional Record* IV, 44 Cong.* 1 se e s .*  
p . 4707. Speeon of B apresenW tive Samuel S. Cox o f Sew 
York* Ju ly  18* 1876.

37 S . F ran k lin  F r a s ie r ,  The Negro In  th e  United S ta te s  * 
(Sew York* 1944), p* 145. AnotheFUegro h iW oH an ' c'onfirms 
th is  b e l i e f  by s ta t in g !  “the  very s ig h t  o f the  Negro In  m il i ­
t a r y  uniform enraged the  n a tiv e  w h ites* • • • “ Taylor* Negro In  
South C arolina*
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th rough  th e  course of Southern h is to ry  was once aga in  thrown 

in to  bold r e l i e f .

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  appears f a i r l y  obvious t h a t  th e  

f ia d io a ls , from the  very  beginning of t h e i r  m i l i t i a  experim ent, 

had faced  a paradox. Confronted w ith  th e  s te rn  r e a l i t i e s  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  s e l f -p r e s e rv a t io n ,  th ey  had found I t  im perative 

to  o re a te  a  p ro te c tiv e  fo rce  w hioh, due to  p e c u lia r  lo c a l  

c o n d it io n s , developed in to  a  Negro m i l i t i a .  I t  is  iro n ic  th a t  

th e  o rg a n is a tio n  o f  t h i s  p ro te c tiv e  fo r c e ,  because of i t s  

r a c i a l  im p lic a tio n s , a c tu a l ly  a ided  in  the  d e s tru c tio n  of 

th e  v e ry  th in g  i t  was c re a te d  to  p ro te c t .
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