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PREFACE

About 20,000 letters of Confederate soldiers have been
examined in collecting materisl for this dissertation. These
letters were located in the National Archives; the Comfederate
Huseun; the University of Richmond; the Virginia Department of
Archives and History; the Southern Historieal Collectiom,
University of North Carolina; the Archives Collection, Duke University
Library; the North Carolina Historical Commission; the Archives
Collection of the University of Bmory Library; Georgia Department
of Archives and Ristory; Alabama Department of Archives and
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ment of Archives and History.
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ABSTRACT

The church was the greatest single institution in the maintenance
of morale in the Confederate Army. The rebel warrior entered military
service assured by his religlous leaders that nis cause was right and
just. This convietion was encouraged throughout the war by chaplains,
missionzaries, and colporters. Through their efforts it was a stronger
convietion in 1865 than it had been in 1861,

The Civil War provided the Southern ministry with many diverse
opportunities for servige. Some served as chaplains and found their
tasks difficult and financially unrewarding. Their rank was debated,
their duties were uncertain and thelr pay was constantly threatered.

In spite of this, the majority of chaplains served their charges well,
bringing the comforts of religion often to the front lines where a few
even laid down their lives.

Some ministers felt they could best serve the Southern cause by
shouldering a musket. So 1t was that a large number of them fought in
the ranks or organized and commanded mllitary units. Thelir presence
was highly valued by President Jefferson Davis wio looked upon them as
an elevating influence in the army.

Other ministers were sent by their churches or voluntsered for
periods of service as missionaries or colporters, one of their chief

s



duties being the distribution of the pithy little sheets known as
tracts. These were almost as important in bringing religion to the
soldier as was the elergy itself. The Kvangelical Tract Soclety and
the various denominational agencies ¢laim to have distributed over
133,000,000 pages of tracts during the course of the war in addition to
religious pape?s, hymn books and Bibles. As a result of the position
taken by the North, that Bibles were contraband of war, the Bible was
printed in the South for the first time.

The intensive efforts of the Southern ministry and the itract
societies worked in conjunction with the Southernerts natural inelination
toward the emctional aspeet of religion and resulted in the great
revivals of 1863-64. These revivals encompassed whole armies and may
have been an unconsciqus appeal on the part of the South for divine
intervention in its behalf.

But the Confederate soldiers! abiding faith did not prevent
Appomattox, As important as is religion to the spiritual and psyecho-
logical makeup of mankind, it is not the decisive factor in the art of
human warfare, History does not s ow that only plous generals lead
soldiers to victory. The bellever in God does not have earthly treasures
heaped upon him simply because he believes. Armles do not defeat the
enemy simply because they are made up of mer with deep religious
sentiments., For, if these propositions were valid, the Southern Army

could not have been subjugated.
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CHAPTER I
RELIGION IN THE OLD SOUTH

Wher the Southern soldier met his Northern antagonist on the
field of battle, he was armed with the limited weapons that the Conw-
federate govermment could place at his disposal. An investigation of
the respective arsenals of the two sides reveals the great disparity
in the total resources possessed by each, and causes us to wonder at
the courage or utter gtupidity of a people who were so unrealistic as
to fight a war in which the odds were so overwhelningly against them.

A comparison of the military potentials of the two sections
reveals the following. In the liorth there were twenty-two states: in
the South there were eleven., The population of the Horth was about
22,336,140 while that of the South was 9,103,332 of which 3,521,110
were negr« slaves. It is estimated that, of the industry in‘the
country at the ocutbreak of the war, ninety per cent was in the North
and ten per cent was in the South., The South had 9,000 miles of rail-
road and the North had arcund 20,000, Yet the sige of the two areas
was approximately the same, Hence, the North was in a much bstter
position to prosecute this eonflict to & successful conelusion than was
the South. In spite of its deficiency in war potential, the South had

within its arsenal a powerful weapon which such Southerners as J. H,
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Thormwell, Benjamin Palmer and William A, Smith had nurtured and forged.
This weapon was religion.

Religion prior to 1861 had already played its part in the
verbal tilt over the moral aspects of slavery. It was to have a
stellar role as a psyeholegical weapon in the contest that lay ahead.
The tangible size of this weapon may be measured by observing that in
1860 the South with 29 per cent of the population had 33 per cent of
the church edifices in the nauntry.l

I% is the purpose of this inquiry to examine religion from the
military standpoint; to consider it as a weapon of warfare, e are
not here conterned with the theclogical or the denominational aspects
of religion. It is not our purpose to anawer such questions as "What is
‘'z religion?t or "What is the difference between a Methodist and a
Baptist?® It is our purpose to try and answer such guestions as:

"What effeet did réligion have on the Confederate soldier?" "ihat
gservices did the various religlous denominations render?" "Why was
there a great revival in the Confederate army?"

In order to fully appreciate the importance of religion as a
vital and dynanic force helping to mold the Confederate soldier, it is
necessary to understand how this force developed. What was religion
like in the ante-bellum $ﬁuth?

The variations of the religious patterns in pre-revolutionary

America are striking. Some of the Northern colonies were founded by

;§tatiatics of the United States in 1860 of the 9th Census
Under the Direction of tlie Secretary of the Interior (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1866), 352.




Noneonformists and Separatists while others were organized by those
who refused to eonform to the Nonconformists., All were based on re~
bellion against religious orthodoxy and this rebellion shows through
iq the colonial mosalc as vivid red against the more subdued grays and
whites of religious conservatism which was prevalent throughout the
Southern aolonies.a

Singe each of the original Southern colonies was sponsored by
the crown or by proprietors of the erown's choosing, it :as only
natural that the Angliecan Church should become the established church
of eaech colony, whether or not its establishment was acceptable to the
people it served.3

After the early eolonists settled and began to prosper, Huropean
immigrants poured across the Atlantie, and, along wiith those who were
not content on the seaboard, spilled across the Appalachians into the

baek eountry of the Southemn uplands.k

Expansion was rapid and
formalized religion did not keep pace with it.

The Scouthern Anglicans had established churches in Charleston,
Savannah, and other sigzeable towns and chapels in nearby parishes along

the seagoast. However, the emotional tone of the religion was disecased

%4111iam T. Couch (ed.), Culture in the South (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carclins Press, 1935,, 252,

3eonard W. Bacon, A History of American Christilanity (Mew
York: The Christian Literature Co., 1827,, 148,

bo1ement Baton, A History of the (ld South (New York: Maemillan
Co., 1949), h35-486,
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by ayathy,s a disorder which became even more acute after the rending
effects of the American Revolution were falt.6 Their position of
dominance was consequently lost to religions of a more emotional and
demoeratic eharacter.7

The Angliean pastor was not armed with sufficient ardor teo
combat the evils in his own parish; he could not be expected to be
fired with the fervor of gaving men's souls in the far-away back
country. Nor did the Catholic priests do any better. They had firmly
established New Orleans and Baltimore as Catholic communities and
eventually developed parishes in Charleston, Mobile and Florida. But
the priest's routine, full of duties to his church and parochial
schools, left him little tine for attempts at aonvarsion.53

One group of back country people took their religious instruetion
into their own hands and convened periodically %o read Luther's works
and Whitfield's sermons. Other groups took up the idea and formed
reading houses, These were people who had no knowledge as to how a
ehureh service should be conducted. Yet they had a desire to ex-

perience religion,

54illiam E, Dodd, The Cotton Kingdom (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1919), XiVII, 14, Allen Johnson (ed.), The Chronicles of America
Series.

6Eaton, History of the Old South, 485.

Trrank L. Owsley, Plain Folk of the 0ld South (Baton Rouges
Loulsiana State University Press, 56557, 96~104,

®odd, Cotton Kingdom, 13-14.



Shortly after its organisation, the reading house in Hanover,
Virginia, invited a travelling minister to preach for them. He was a
Presbyterian and he preached the first sermon many of them had ever
heard, The members found themselves in accord with his teaghings,
received instruction in the order of worship and called themselves
Presbyterianu.g This marked the beginuing of the Great Awakening in
the South. The movenent which swept over the colonies from 1725 to 1770
was started by the Presbyterians, but the Baptists carried on the second
phase of the Southern reviwval,

Two New Englanders, Shubael Stearns and Daniel HMarshall, of
the Baptist persussion, began to preach in the region of North Garolin;.
Their work was continued by farmer preachers. Many pesople were touched
by the words of these evangelists aind the growth of the Baplists in
such Soutinern aolonies as North Carclina and Virginia was phenocmenal,. 10
Since the Baptist ministers preached wherever they went without bother-
ing to obtain licenses for their meeting houses, as required by law,
many of them landed in jail. Thus they became martyrs and this perge-
cution promoted their growth. At the time of the American Revolution

they had a sizeable folluowing in the Southern aelonies.u

William B, Hesseltine, A History of the Soubh, 1607-1936
(New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1938), 57.

10y1111am W. Sweet, Kevivalign in America (Few York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1945), 38.

lliﬁlliam We Sweet, The Story of Heligion in America (New
York: Harper & Brothers, 19‘555., 221; Joseph Belcher, The Religious

Denpminations in the United 3tates (Philadelphla: Joln E. Potter,
1857), 117245,
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The third phase of the revival was under Methodist leadership.
It began in the years precedirg the Ameriecan Revolution, reaching its
height at the start of the war and gontinuing throughout it. Devereaux
Jarratt, & member of the Anglican Church, was probably ite greatest
preacher; he labored both in Virginia and North Car-olﬂna.lz

The greatest effect that the Ameriecan Revolution had on the
religious life of the South was a libertating one, The Chureh of
England was disestablished by all Southern states, and in 1786 the

Virginia Legislature adopted t:e Statute for Religious Freedom.
is eertain that the war did not stimulate religious growth in the
country, and it was felt by many at the e)d of the century that the
churches should make a eoncerted effort to bring the peorle of this
newly established country to the teachings of Christ. ' Such sentiments
on the part of the religious leaders of the country led to the Second
Awakening.

The Western phase of the revival movement started in Logan,
Kentueky, with the great preaching of James MeGready, the Presbyterian
minister who wae accused of "running people distracted" with his

persuasive preaching. The movement spread until it had reached into

lzba’illiam W. Sweet, Methodiam in American History (New York:
The Methodist Book Concem, 1933y, 22k,

Lraton, A History of the 124 South, 110-111,
Ugyeet, The Stog of Religlos in Amerigca, 322-325; lenry K,

Rowe, The Hiato? of Religlon 1n the United ptates (Wew York: Maemillan
Co., 1928), .
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Virginia and the CarolinasE5 The importsnce of this revival movement,
as far as the Southerner was concerned, lay in the fact that it
stimulated the growth of democracy. People were told by the evangelistic
preachers that all people were equal in the eyes of God. The comnon man
was given an opportunit: to participate in the government of these newly
established churches, which trained him in the art of self-government,1®
However, these concepts were later to be put aside by the Southern mind
when, by a process of rationalization, it used religion to justify
slavery.

In spite of the work of the great revival it would seem that
the Southerner did not remain faithful to his new found religioﬁ, or
else the preachers thought they had eonvertsd more people than they
did. In 1820 only one person out of ten in the South was a church
member. The States of Virginia, North Csrolina, South Carolins, and
Georgia which had a population of more than 3,000,000 arcund 1830 had
only 99,000 Baptista, 94,000 Methodists, 23,000 Presbyterians and even

less Episcopalians and Homan Gath011c$.17

15Francis B, Simkins, The South C1d and New (liew York: Alfred

A. knopf, 1942), 76.
gaton, A History of the 0ld South, AE7.

17Charles S. Sydnor, The Development of Southern Sectionalism,
1819~-1842 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press,
1948), VII, 54, Wendell 7, Sterhenson and F. Yerton Coulter (sds.),
L History of the South,




e
A comparison of four of the prineipal denominations, Baptist,
Episeopalian, Methodist and Roman Catholics (statistics on the Presby-
terians are unavailable), reveals the following: the Soubh with 29
per cent of the pepulation had 30 per cent of all the Baphists in the
country, 45 per cent of all the Methodists, 20 per ¢ent of all the
Episeopalians, and 19 per cent of all the Gaznalica.lg
People of the ante-~bsllun South have freguently been referred
to as being "solid" religiously, while those »f the postwar South are
said to be "solid" politically. Yet the oneness of the South in its
religious feeling was not %o be found in the oneness of its denominational
creeds but rather in its adherence to ®a general evangelical spirit¢”l9
The religion of the old Soutr was basically the result of three
ingredients: the gireult rider, the revival, and the Negro. The cireuit
rider assumed tremendous importance simply because he was frequently
tre only person known by the isolated ecountry folk who had come inbo
gontact with the news and views of the "outside world." To these
simple folus the e¢ircuit rider meant authority and his opinions repre-
sented truth even in wmatters of a politieal, eeconomie, and scecial nature,
The evangslical denominations adopted the revival as their teehnigue for

accelerating the spread and the force of religion.zo It was the moral

lSBelcher, The Religious Dencminations in the Uniied States,

e ot

2’42, 50‘&, 500, 7614»' These = auinhics are as of ]APE:O,

19Charles Dwight Dorough, "FReligion in the 0ld South: &
Pattern of Behavior and Thought," (Ph. D. dissertation, 1944, in University
of Texas Library), 1-8,

201p1d., 8, 52
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issue ralsed by the Negro's status of bondage that forced the denomina-
tions in the South into a measure of unity. Thus all of the Southem
churches were found defending the peeuliar socizl institution of their
section of the country.

The frontier churches at first showed no hesitangy in denouneing
slaveny.zl Preshyterians condermed the institution; Methodlsts forbade
their ministsrs to hold slaves; and Baptists expresscd thelr opinion
in a resolution nade by the General Coanities of Virginia Paptists in
1729y ®glavery is a violent deprivation of the rights of nature and
ineonsistent with a republican government and therefore we recommend
it 3o our brethren to make use of every legal means to extirpate this
horrid evil from the 1&1‘1&-."22

Sue: widespread sentiments gave Impetus t¢ the formation of
anti~-slavery socicties in the South as well as in the North. Meczbers
of these Socleties secured the adoption, by many ehurches, of resolutions
ealling for abolitlon. In the period 1775-1830, theve were slave-
holders anmong the staunchest members of anti-slavery sceieties, and
slaveholding church members going on resord in favor of resclutions
condenning slavery. This anomalous position was made possible by the
fast that this first phase of the anti~slavery movements was negative
in character. It was based on the theory that slavery was an evil,

and should be abolished soseday. To thisg, the slaveholder eould agree,

2iesseltine, A History of the Soutn, 340-34l.

22 simkins, The Soubth 0ld and New, 83; Sweet, The Story of
Leligion in Americas, 422.

@
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However, when the 1830's saw the rise of Garrison, Phillips, Whittier
and a more aggressive sort uf anbi-slavery movement, that wes a different
matter, Abolitionists now eried for positive actiocn; screamed that
slaver; was a gin; and must be abolished pow. To this, the Southern
slaveholder could not agree, especially in view of the fact that the
recent invertion of the cotton gin was assuriag the tLottering insti-
tution of slavery a g:ecater stability and importance thau it had ever
felt before.23

The conflict over slavery spread rapidly through the ¢nurches,
rending them to the vitals, HModerates strugsled heroically in the
Baptist and Methedist churches tc reconcile sectional differences, but
to no avail. In May, 1845, both dencuinatiovns divided over the slavery
issue; thus two of the great spiritual cords which had bound the
states Logether were !:nrok,exs.wm+ These happenings ssrved to inerease
religious zeal, and before the outbreaik of hostilities membepship in
both these leading denominations luncre. .sed by 100 per cent,25

The 01d School PYresb,terian Charcis had taken a near pro-slavery
position,26 and the Hpiscopal Chareh had refuged to disguss the slavery
issue in its triernial meetings. As a result, it was nob until Cectober,
1861, that these last spiritusl ties were broken. The Catholie Church,

because of the nature of its international organization, did not split

233weet, The Story of Eeligion in Amsrica, 424-h25.

2h1pid., khe.
23Doad, The Cotton Kingdom, 106,

26Sweet, The Story of leligion in America, A443.
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into two sectlons. lHowever, its members In the Southern states were
Just as loyal to the pro-slavery principles as were those in the North
t> the anti—slaz.vary.m

Sinee the late 1820's, dedleated Soubherners had devoted them-
selves to Justifying tie Soutin's positicn in regard to sla‘xrery.mg
Chief among these devotees were the ministers who expounded proe
slavery argmaents from the pulpit and called upon saered Teripture as
testimony to the rightness of their position. As a whole, this same
ministry would provide z magnifieant supporting cast, and soye of its

ministers would earn starring roles in the tragedy of Lhe Civil Var,

2712:. Merton Coulter, The Confederate States of America, 1861-
1865 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana State Unlversity lress, 1950),

Vi, 522-523, Wendell Y, Sterhensor ard B. Herton Coulter (eds.), A
History of the South.

28 oland D. Baldwin, The Stream of Amerigan History (New York:
American Book Company, 1952}, I, 672,




CHAPTER IX
THE RUBES. CHAPLATN

%It is one of the glories of Southeyn people, that Christian
character and manners of a gentlemen, give a minister of the gospel

all the rank he needs in the army or out of it."%

The Congress of the
Confederate States of America must have believed firmly in this tenet
when on May 3, 1861, it established the office of Chaplain.

The statute states that this is "An Act to provide for the
appointment of chaplains in the army. Section 1. The Congress of the
Confederate States of America do enact, that there shall be appointed
by the President sueh number of chaplaine, to serve with the armies
of the Confederate States during the existing war, as he may deem
expedient; and the Fresident shall assign them to such regiments,
brigades, or posts as he may deem necessary; and the appointuents made
as aforeeaid shall expire whenever the exiating war shall terminate,

Section 2. The monthly pay of said chaplains ehall be §85.00 and said

ray shall be in full of all allowances whatever. "%

lrne Army and Navy Messenger (Vetersburg, Virginia}, May 1, 1863.

2iar of the Hebelllon: Official Becords of tre Union and Con~
federate Armies (Jashington, 1320-1901), Ser. 4, I, 275, hereafter cited
as Officiai Becords; J. 1. latilews (ed.), Acts and Resviutions of the
Second Session of the Provisional Congress of the Confederabe States,
Held at Moptgomery (lLichmond, 1861), 3.

12
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Though this law implied that the chaplzin's would be a com-
mlssioned office, it gave him no military rank or command and left his
actual gtatus a cause for conjecture in the publiec mind, confusin in
the arm’ mind, and little less than consternation in the nind of the
would-be chaplain himself,

ine sueh officer tclls how “a good many of the men incorreoily
suppose us to rank as 'Captéin' ard frequently salute us as gueh. Many
address us as 'preacher,' and more say ‘'Chaplaiyn,? while nobt a few
rirg the clanges on 'parson! and 'passont,,.,’ recelved a unlque welcome
as follows: 'We are glad to sese you, Ve have long wantcd 8 'Chapelf.t
I hed heard before of a floating chapsl, and even one drawn by oxen,
but never before of one mounted on a black harse.“B

Though actual appointment a.d assignments were made by the
Fresident, as stipulated in the statule, the execulive often hesitated
tc use the authority given him to appoint a minister to an unsupplied
Yegizert simply because it was unsupplied.& The recommendation of the
comuanding officer was usually respected for fear that peremplory
appointments would give rise tc situstions like the ove ¢ited in the
Corfederate Baptist: "Ke have kmown of a post; at which one of the
chaplains wae a papal priest, where not more than a half a dozen out of
gix mindred soldiers are of his persuasicn; and another, where two
Episcopal elergymen were set over an equsl nunber of mer. who wers almosot

exclusively Baptists and lfethodists, with a few Prambyterian&;"5

3&&11@.0118 Herald (Riehmond), July 17, 1862,

hogricial Reeords, Ser. 4, I, 766,

5Rnlig;aug ilerald, iovember 19, 1863, quoting Confederate Baptist.



There was, nevertheless, some cribticisu of this method of
seleotion by the officers on the basis that "in nine cases out of ten,
these officers prefer a good gompanion to a good minister."é

other officers, both religious asd irreligicus in.their personal
lives, were more than anxious to precure the services of an efficlent
and effective minister. The officers of one regiment went sc far as
to have a prospective chaplain preach {.r them in ordey to determine
whetiier or not he was qualified to serve theu in that aap@aityyv

Some regiments, such as those of Teunessee, were required by
the laws of their stéhes to chooge thelr chaplain b, popalar alection.g
This gave rise to some degree of Indignation among minlsters who
refused to involve theaselves in what occasionally became mers politics.
Cne minister wrote, ",...I shall not move a straw to obtain an elsction
for a regiment -~ if elected - I shall serve -~ if - they elect Fead or
Eousten / ieuston? / or any other who wmay seb themselves up as candidates -~
I shall not care, i will sign no cgrd 1 would not ghake hands with a
mortal man to gaiin & chaplainey - a.4 if my going about with any or
a.l sort of umen be nscessary t¢ gailn $he good will of the meu or re~

- B e ?
estapliah good fsueling I would let the whole thing go."

b1bid., February 27, 1862
TIbid., July 4, 1261,

sbunbar Rowland (ed.), "Chambers' Journal%, Fublication of the
Miesissippd Historical Society (Jackson, 1925), V, 22%.

Farthur 4, Noll (ed.), Dr. guintard Chaplaiu, .8.A.(Sewauee,
Tennessee, 1905), passum; Charles Todd (uintard to CGeorge C, Harris,
ovember 5, 1861, /3, Tennessee State Library., Ye was elected.
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Because some ministers were uncertais as to the proper prucedure
for getting themselves a chaplaiucy; because others wers unable, despite
heir efforts, to procure une, and for a host of other raasons,lo the
shortage of chapléins was & source of much cuaplaint throughout the
WaT.
dore than half the regiluents in Gordon's Brigade were without
chaplains in idarch of lSéhll and laupbon's Brigade, a cavalry branch,
had but two chaplaing as of Septeuber, 1863.12
General T. J. Jackson took special pains to have his corps
‘providsd with chaplains; yet, on Mareh 10, 12363, almost two years after
hostilities began, he stated in a letter to the Adjutant General that
reports from his division comsanders indicated that more than half of
their regiasents were still unsupplied.lB
A great amount of correspondsnce issuad from soldiers, officers
ard chaplain alike, crying for ministers to come {o the army.lh General
Jackson himself, when called upon by a commitice interested in ministerial
sup;ly, asked a young Episcopalian chaplali, a wember of the comnitiee,

tc tell Bishop John Jomns, of the Richmond Diocese, that there were

»

10peligious lerald, November 19, 1863,

Usouthern Christian Advooate (Augusta), April 7, 1%6k.

121bid., September 10, 1863,

13Genera.l T. J. Jackson to General S. Cooper, Adjutant General,
Confederate States of America, March 10, 1863, 43. in Confederate Museum.

by %, Jones, Christ in the Camp (Eichwond, i. E. Johnson &
Co., 1888), 230-2313 Souther: Churchman (Richmond), April 17, 1863,
Hundreds of letiers from the soldiers testify to the great shortage of
chaplains.
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forty vacant ehaplaincies ii the Army of the Pappahannock and to beg
him to send soue of hils clergy to at leasl visit the c.a.mp.ls

John Paris, chaplain Mlfty—fourtl Horth Carcoline fegiment,
wrote to & fellow minister in April, 1863; | T write you to enguire, can
you not find us a man who will volunteer as a chaplain in sonme of our
regiments in this _[' Jack&on'-g_? Corps” ilere are fifteen regiments from
Korth Carolina without chaplalns. I aw the only one in my Srigade.
[ iokes/ ....5uch a life is rough, I% has its sunshine and its shades.
But the vorld is cur field, and I am satisfied that the faithful
Ministers can do Much good hers.. ."16

The chaplains in the Second Corps of the Army of Hortiern
Virginia sent out "An Appeal to the Churchea" on March 24, 1863:...
"gretnren, send us more chaplaing....’he work L8 an urgent, a pressing
WOTK.sesw® eSpecially appeal to the c¢hurches in their organized capacity,
and ask of Conventlons, Conforences, I'resbyteries, and Assoeliations to
get apart men of tle best talent and larg:st experience unt. this work.
S.ich a eall, coming with potential authority of a church of CGod, would
doubtless deciie many of the ablest ministers in the ccuntry to cast
in their lot with us.u"l?

Many of the calls for chaplalus wers not as mlld as these,

however; and this type of appeal was most frequently se bt to a religious

13 rour a1 of the Sixby-Eipgt: Annual Counell of the “rotestant
Chureh in Vigg,in;a-ﬁtic!mand, 1863), 23; Sonthern Churchman, Huy 27, 1563,

18;0nn Paris to Reverend W. . Wiils, April 9, 1863, in wills
Papers, in 3outhern Historical Collection, University of Worth Carolina.

175 0uthern Presbyterian (Richmond), April 16, 1863,
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periodieal rather than to a particular minister. PFor exanple, 3

lieutenant of the Fifth Georgla Negiment, wrote the Senthern Christian

Advocate thus: "Jur regiment now numbers about 650, and these men
have not heard a sermon preached in five months, What a thought! Who
is to blame? The men? I think not. The officers?— no. Who then?
The ministry or the Christians at home. T have done all in my power
to segure the services of some local mintster to preach for us oo«
ecasionally, but have, so far, entirely falled. Dur regiment is
composed mostly of young men, many of them, at home, members of the
churgh — Christlans; and shall it be said that any of these have
baekslidden or have died and are forever lost for the want of proper
counsel: God forbid. Now try to do soumething for us. Put the ball
in motion and I tuink we shall bave a chaplain,ni®

An earnest, though brief, appeal was sent to the Religious
Herald from a soldier in Camp Pickens: ®Where are the ministers of the
gospell! As a soldier, confired in camp, sec¢luded from all refining
influences, torn assunder from all moral restraints, T make thie
inquiry - where are the ministers of the gospell! Will they spurn us
because we cannot present a polished exterior? Will they forsake us
because we are eminently exposed to death énd the allurements of the
devil?“l9

An article in the Southern Presbyterian of Febrary, 1864, re-

printed from the laleigh Progress, indicated even greater resentment

18¢utherr Churclman, Jure 12, 1863, quoting Southern Christian
sdvceate,

198011 gious iierald, June 13, 1861,
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at the lack of religious privileges: "..Religion ebbs and flows in
the army. Its tide 1s now at an ebb., This deplorable state of thinge
is to be atiributed to the absence of ministers of the Gospel to keep
the ball moving. Bxocept the regular chaplains, and but very few regi-
ments have them, they have all gone, like the martins, till the advent
of Spring. Prone like every one else, they love comfort and good
shesr, they find the winter quarters of an army too dreary and coms
fortless to remain; and, therefore, being simply volunteers in their
labor of love, and not conscribed or forced to remain, they have giwven
up the field to the adversary and left their sheep without shepherds,
They have gone where they can find heated shurcies, cozy firesides,
feather beds and good cheer. All flesh i® as grass .!“20

The chaplains themeselves did not hesitate to reproach their
tstay-at-~home" brethren. J. M, Stokes, Chaplaipn, Third Georgia
Volunteers, wrote on December 23, 1962, tc the Sputhern Christian
Advogate: "Host of the Chaplaing have resigned and many of the troops
never have an opportunity of hearing the Gospel preached., I fear that
some very useful ministers have strayed from the path of duty in search
of soft beds, comfortable houses and bountiful tables. It is truly
unpleasant to live on short rations of hard crackevs and beef withcubt

salt, but that men can subsist upon it has been fully demonastrated..."2l

Wsouthern Presbyterisn, February 11, 1864,

ZJ.M Christiap Advocate, January 15, 1862; Religious
Herald, February 12, 3
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Another chaplain, whe signed himself as "E®, wrote from Camp
of the Sixth South Caroline Regiment to the Southern Presbyterian on
May 29, 1862: "There is a widespread destitution of religious in-
strustion throughout the army, and so far as I cean find out, only one
of the South Carolina regiments / the Sixth7 in Anderson and Kershaw's
brigades has a chaplain. This state of things should not be, and a full
measure of blame must attaeh itself to our brethren at home, if the
deficiency is not supplied., Our soldiers deserve better of the Christian
publie. They in many instances desire a chaplain, and in all cases
would repay honest efforts with respect and with ahtantian.u“zg

After reading a number of such letiers, one begins to wonder
about the causes for t:is shortage of chaplains, The meagerness of
thelr salary becomes immediately significant in this comnecstlion. This
caused many ministers to hesitate before entering the service and others
to resign as the war days wore on, |

The Congress of the Confederate States of America, on May 3,
1861, set the salary of chaplains at eighty-five dollars a mmnth;23
not quite three weeks later, this was reduced to fifty dollars a
month. <% A Micsissippi judge, & member of Congress and a Campbellite
by persnasion, is probably responsible for the reduction in salary.
At least he vigorously championed the measure in a speech in which he

argued that since a chaplain had to preach only onse a week and had all

22$0uthegg Pregbyterian, June 14, 1862,

23orricial Records, Ser. 4, I, 275.
2kcgggedar§te Statutes, 31-32,
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of the rest of the time to himself he should not be paid the same
salary as a lieutenant who had to work the whole week, that is eighty-
five dollars. Hence the salary of chaplains was reduced from eighty-
five dollars to fifty dollars a month.25 It was also charged that one
reason for this action on the part of the Confederate Congress was to
prevent worthless ministers, more interested in pecuniary gains than
in moral inspiration, from entepring the servine,26 Be this as it may,
the decrease in salary met with & barrage of protest, not only frowm

the chaplaing and their churches, but from various soldiers as well.

One soldier wrote io the Church Intelligencer: *...1 happen
to know, that were a colonel, major, captain, or lieutenant, only to
have the provigions of fifty dollars per month, there would not be
found quite so many of the honorable or competent as now mz2y be, and
I alsoc happen to be aware that we have evidences, by personal presence
of chaplains in thias eity, who have left their homes, their families,
and one a salary of $2,000, thet he might serve his country in his
proper calling.“27

A chaplain wrote to the same organ: "It is nothing more nor
less than a public disgrace, that Congress has thus endeavored to brand

the clerical office, as a thing of form rather than one of usefulness,

and the consequence will be, that man; worthy men, now serving most

25rhe Church Intellipencer (Raleigh), December 20, 1861,
26Southern Presbyterian, November 16, 1261.

27The Chureh Intelligencer, September 27, 1861,
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acceptably, will be compelled to resilgn..."28 That this chaplain's
prediction proved correct is svidenced by many letters of resignation
such as one written by Chaplain Joseph Brown of the Nineteenth Alabama
Regiment on January 13, 1862: *I have the honor, tc tender, hereby wy
resignation of the office of Chaplain of the Nineteenth Alabama Regl-
ment. The cause, of this resignation, is that I find the psy attached
to the office, insufficient tc enable me to meet clajime which my
relations in life require of me. It therefore betomes necessary, for
me, tc sesk some other position, in whieh I ¢an obtain the mesns, for
meeting those alaims.“zg

Perhaps in response to this protest and to the numerous resige
nations of ehaplains, Congress, on April 19, 1862, again raised the
salary of the ehaplain. This time it wes raised to elghty dellars.30
As the war eontinued, however, prices became higher and higher, making
it even more difficult for the chaplain to live on the salary allowed
him. One chaplain wrote in March of 1864 that it was almost impossible
for him to live on what the government was allowing him. He complained
that it would take six months of his salary to buy even a very ordinary
suit of elothes; and he had just peid fifty dollars to one of his men
for a ﬁair of shoes. The soldier sold them to him at this price as a

speeial favor.sl

281p4d.

290haplain Joseph Brown to General Samuel Cooper, January 13,
1862, M5, in Adjutant General Uffice File in National Archives, Washing-
ton, Do CO,

BQOfficia; Records, Ser. L, I, 1076,

3lsouth iiestern Baptist (Tuskegee, Alabama), March 24, 1864,
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But salary was not the only reason for the shortage of craplains,
Quite a few ministers served throughout the war ir the ranks. Some
served as highly competent officers and many more as loyal, patriotic
pri§ate soldiers. It was said that "there are enough worthy, in-
telligent and truly pious preachers serving as privete goldiers to
fill every vacaney in the army, some of whom desire and greatly deserve
the position; but thelr unassuming manners and the want of assistance
from officers and ehsplains, will continue them in the ranks..." = On
the other hand, a ¢olonel's request that Sergeant Henry 5. Archer be
commissioned c¢haplain of hls vegiment was disaprroved by the Adjutant
General's office on the grounda that it was not the War Department‘'s
poliey to make noncombatanta of persons in the ranks unless they wers
unfit for service in the field.>> Some ninisters, acting according
to thelr individual eonceptions of duty, served as chaplains for awhile
and then accepted promotion as field offieerﬁ,Bh while others resigned
their position as chaplain in order to orgenize and place themselves at
the head of "a company of good fighting mﬁn.“B5
There were also personal reasons for resignationa., Some

chaplains were well into middle age ard found the hardships of camp life

325 ,uthern Christian Advocate, November 5, 1863,

33co1lonel W. F. Tucker to General Samuel Cooper, April 19,
1864, ¥3, in Adjutant General Office File in National Arenives, dashing-
toa, B. Co

s outhern Christian Advoeate, Novenber 5, 1863,
350haplain T. 4, Jordan to J. P. Berjamin, February 22, 1862,

M8, in War Department Office File in Wational Archives, Vashinghon,
D, C.
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extremely detrimental to their haalth.36

Others, as the war progressed,
were forced to return home in order to protect thelr women-folk and
property from the ravages of the Northern anﬁyuBT Responsibility te
his church caused Chaplain I.. C. Ransom of the Twentieth Alabama Regi-
ment to resign his position in order to become editor of the paper of
his church, the Selma Obgegggrgaa and Chaplain J. M, Meredith left the
Forty-sevent: Virginia Regiment in order to complete the studies re-
quired by the Protsstant Episeopal Chureh for his ordination to the
priesthood.39 Tﬁe Reverend A, S. Worrell resigned his position "on
grounds of conscience.” He gave an extensive axplanétion of these
grounds in a letter to his commanding officer, The chaplain objected
to the government forcing a eitisen to pay taxes, the money obtained
thereby being used to pay the salary of a chaplain who might preach
religious beliefs that the citizen might be epposed to. Worrell found
inconslistency in the government's poliecy of appointing the chaplain,
but being unable to define his duties., He peinted oubt in this con-
nection that "if it is decided that Chaplains are to preach The Gospel

of the Son of God, the question next arises, who is to decide what the

360haplain A. F. Dickson to General Samuel Cooper, August 29,
1364, ¥S. in Adjutant General Office File in National Archives; Heverend
J. B. #all, "The Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Alabama During the
Divil wWar,” MS. in J. B. ilall Collection, Alabama State Archives,
Montgomery, Alabama.

3 7Chaplain li. A. Davis to Cooper, October 31, 1863, MS. in
Adjutant General Cffice File in National Archives, Washington, D. C,

38Chaplain L. C. Kansom to Cooper, Decenber 17, 1863, MS. in
Adjutant General Office File in National Archives, Washingbon, D. C,

39naplain J. M. Meredit: to Cooper, February 22, 1864, MS. in
Adjutant General Office File in National Archives, Washington, D, C.



gospel i18? If the government, then is the State the head of the
Church?® The Chaplain also accused the Confederate government of
lowering the dignity of the c¢lergy for he wrote that "if the Catholie
ministry is the ministry of God, the Protestant ministry is spurious,
st vice versa - if the Protestant Ministry be the ministry of God, the
Catholie ministry must be spurious. But the government commissions
both Catholic and Protestant; therefore, the government lowers the
dignit; of one or the other of these parties, if sither be the true
ministry." Worrell's conscience also bothered him because he did not
believe it suitable that ministers of Ged should be subject to officers
who were often wicked mep. He believed it would be more advisable to
leave religious supply Lo the denominations and in ceonclusion he
recoumended the complete abolition of the chaplainey. The effect

o: the War Department of this pungent attack on the chaplainey and

t-e Confederate government can well be imagined. On the bagk of
vorrelll's letter of resignation is found the folliowing instruction
from the War Deparitment to his commanding officer: 'Accept this
resignation — amy recollection is that this man / Mr. Worrell/ took
unusual pains to be appointed chaplain, and has sinee atitempted to
change his location to one more congenial with his feeliogs and
interests.“ho

In spite of his meager salary and other tribulations, many a

chaplain intended to stay in the army throughout the war, Some of

bochapaain A. S, Worrell to Brigadier General Wright, M5, in
War Department Office Files in Hational Arehives, Washington, D. C,



25
these, however, became discouraged when it began to svem that all their
efforts were to no avail. One chaplain bemoaned the fact that rarely
more than two hundred men out of a regiment of at least 700 attended
preaching. He asked: "Who is sufficlent for these things?" and tells
how ®,.many chaplains have been much disgouraged -- one of whom I know
resigned and went home, believing he could do no good in the army.

One of the most intellirent and eminently plous elders of our church
in the army has expressed the same opinion. For one, I have felt the
weight of my responsibilities to be fearful, When I think of the
influence I ought to exert, and I them look at that which I believe I
really have, I have {requently felt that I was almost & useless appendage
to the regiment..."
Also important was the reluctance of some of the organized
churches to advise their clergymen to leave their pastorates at home
in order to go to the armmy. The Protestant Episcopal Church of Alabama
did not believe that the religious needs of the army should be considered
primary and did nol encourage their clergy to leave their howe churches
in order to go to the army,hz
Mach credit, however, must be given to the activities of most

of the churches, their offieials and their governing bodias, for their

Alsouthern Presbyterian, November 9, 1861,

b23ournal of the Proceedings of the Thirty-Third Annual Council
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Alabama Held in
St. John's Church, doutgomery, on the 5, 6, & 7 Hay, 1864 (Mobile,
Alabama, 186k), 15.
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unfailing attempts to send qualified ministers to the army and to sce
that they were adequately suppertad.h3

At the meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Chureh in 1861, it wae decided to memorialize Congress on the subject
of appointing ahaplains.hh The importance of this office was stressed
and it was requested that its incumbents be given a sufficient salary
and a rank whieh would command respect from the men. This assembly
likewise resclved to try to have one chaplain or permanent missionary
/" & missionary being a minister who labored in the army without
commission or salary from the governmﬂnyg7 in each brigade of the army
and to raise the necessary funds to support sach missionary and to
supplement the salaries of all 0h&pl&in8ab5

The Rorth Carolina Presbytery, in May, 1862, went on record as
believing that $1,000 a year was the least amount upon which the
ghaplain eould be expected to subsist and recommended that the churches
be appealed to 4o supplement the salary %aid by the government to this
sum.hb This Presbytery, offering an altemative, proposed that its
ministers form themselves into groups of four or six and, together with
ministers of other denominations, serve on a part~time basis in the

57
army.

k3southern Christisn Advocate, June 4, 18633 Richmond Christian
Advocate, December 11, 1262,

hhMinuteg of the CGeneral Assembly of the I'resbyterian Chureh in
the Confederate States of America with an Appendix 1861 (Augusta,
Georgia, lﬁgls, 18.

k31bid., 138,

Aéﬂor&h Carolina Presbyterian (Fayetteville), dHay 10, 1862,

b71bid., May 31, 1862.
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In 1863, the Presbyterian Executive Committse of Domestic
Missions preposed that a ¢orps of sixty or more additional laborers
be sent to the army: twenty to the Army of Northern Virginia; twelve
to the Army of Tennessee; twelve to the Aramy of the Southwest; twelve
to the Trane-ilississippi Army; and six or eight to the isolated portions
of the army. These men were to go as cghaplaine or missionaries, as
they preferred, and the Comuittee resolved to supplement salaries of
all who obtained chaplaincies, setting no maximum, but judging each
¢ase upon its merits.hg

That this church did fulfill its promise to augment the

chaplains' salaries is indicated by an article in the Religious Herald,

a Baptist paper, which stated in February, 1864, that more than eighty
Presbyterian ministers laboring in the army were partially supported
by their chursh, making an expenditure of §%9,000 per month or $102,000
a year.h9

The Methodist Episcopal Churesh, South, appointed in December,
1862, a special committes to ascertain the needs of the army and to
recommend suitable persons for chaplainecies. They were especially
interested at thig point in having only qualified men to represent them

in the army. 0

483 outhern Presbyterian, September 24, 1863,

k9Relig;ous Herald, February 11, 1864.
Soﬁicggpnd Christian Advocate, December 11, 1862,
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In December, 1863, the Georgia Conference of the lMethodist
Episcopal Church proposed that their Church supplement chaplains®
salaries,sl ard the Virginia Conference in the same year expressed
their preference for ministers to hold a chaplaingy rather than to
serve as missionaries. The Virginis Conference requested their Bishop
to appoint twenty members of the Conference to be chaplains and to
receive as their supplementation $300 a year if unmarried; $1,800 a
year if married; and if they were married and had ohildren, #300 for
each dependent child.s2 The South Carolina Conference in 1864 re-
quested the Bishops to appoint, with their consent, as many members of
the clergy to the army as necessary., They were to obtain chaplaincies
as soon ag possible after their appointmmnt,53 The Baptist Church
likewlse augmented the salary of chaplaine in cases in which this
action was deemed necessary.sa

Congress did not, until May 31, 186h,55 allow chaplains to be

appointed to battalions. One such unit solved its problem by detailing’

o

Shuinutes of the Georgia Annual Conference of the Methodis
Episcopal Church South - Held in Columbug Georgia November 25 -
December 3, 1863 (Columbia, 1864), 2%,

Szﬁichmond Christian Advocate, December 3, 1863,

3iinutes of the Seventy-Sixth Annual Session of the South
Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, Held in
Sumter, S. C. Commencing Thursday December 10, 1863 (Columbia, 1764), 28,

Shyirutes of the Baptist General Assoedation of Virginia Held
in the City of Richmond, June, 1864 (Riclmond, 1866), 9; South Western
Baptist, July 14, 126k

556ff1cial Recorde, Ser. 4, III, 496,
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a Methodist minister, serving in the ranks, to perform the duties of
a chaplain., He was to be paid by voluntary contributions from the
men.56 Another battalion offered to raise $100 a month among them
selves if a gzealous minister would come to them on a full-time basis,
One entire brigade, still without s chaplain in July, 1863, offered not
only to supplement the regular salary but promised to provide a horse
also -~ if the minister who came to them was a Presbyteri&n.57

Every chaplain in the field was in real need of a horse. Many,
due to age and habit, could not hope to keep up on the long marches
if they were forced to go afoot, Neither gould they hope, without
some means of locomotion, to fulfill their duties to the men of their
unit who, particularly after a battle, were often scattered all over
the conntryside,sg Consequently, a great many chaplains either brought
along & horse when they went on duty or found it necessary to procure
one soon afterward.

One such worthy minister, assigned to a unit in the Army of
the Potomae, decided to remedy his horseless plight. Fe commandeered
an animal belonging to & Virginia farmer; but his new found ownership
was very brief. As he rode up to his commanding officer, this gentleman
asked him where he had obtained the horse; "Down on the road there,"
replied the chaplain, The officer ordered him to return it, wheresupon

the hapless minister attempted to justify hils action: "why Jesus Christ,

5650uth Western Baptist, June 25, 1863,

5vsouthern Presbyterian, January 29, 1863.

581b1d., July 30, 1863.
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when he was on the earth took an ass whéreon to ride inte Jerusalem.®
The officer refused to be understanding., He replied: "You are not
Jesus Christ; that is not an ass, you are not on your way to Jerusalem,
and the sooner you restore that horse to his owner, the better it will
be for y'ou..“s9

Every chaplain who did possess a horse was faced for awhile
with a real problem in obtaining foed for him. It was not until
January, 1864, that at the instigation of General "Stonewall" Jacksnn,60
Congress passed a law entitling the chaplain to draw forage for one
horse if he agtually owned ane,61

In August, 1861, an sct sllowing chaplains to draw the same

rations per diem as privates was passed.éz

Because of thls law, the
Comnissary General ruled that chaplains were prohibited from purchasing
family supplies from the Commissary as other commissioned officers
were, by law, permitted to do.é3

One chaplain accepted the privates' rations easily., He commented

that in order to really stick by his men, each chaplain should learn to

5Montgomery Daily Advertiser, March 8, 1863,

S0u1storical Magazine of the I'rotestant Episcopal Church (New
Brunewick, U, J., 1938), VII, No. 3, 242-2L3,

6lorricial Records, Ser. 4, III, 194.
62

Acts and Resolutions of the Third Session of Lne Provisional
Congress of the Confederate States (Richmond, lﬁgif, 72,

630hurch Intelligencer, April 3, 1863,
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eat one meal a day, to live almost entirely on crackers, to broil his
bacon on hot coals and to make coffee in a tin cupu.'t’)z+

Another chaplain, however, took issue with the Commissary

General on his ruling and in a letter to the Church Intelligencer

explained how, in his opinion, it worked undue hardship on the chaplain.
The ce¢haplaint's one ration per diem, he claimed, cost the government
about seven dollars and forty cents a month or eighteen dellars retail
prices. He compared what the minister in the army paid for groceries,
when he could find them, with what other commissioned officers paid
in the Commissary. !e indicated, for example, that flour sold for
sixty dollars to seventy-five dollars a barrel to the chaplain whereas,
in the Commissary, it was available for fifteen dollars to twenty
dOllaT8065
The Confederate Congress took no cognlzance of such objections
other than %o pass a law in February, 1864, allowing the chaplain
either to receive rations permitted him by law or to have them commmted
at government prices.
The entire matter of what the chaplain should wear in camp
with his unit and in battle was left to his individual discretion.
This resulted in some adopting the regular military habit, in others
wearing a feather in the hat, and in still others electing to retain

the usual elerical garb.®”

bhroliptous Herald, July 17, 1862.

650hurch Intelligencer, April 3, 1863,
660¢ricial Records, Ser. k, I, 163,
67Church Intelligencer, July 25, 1861,
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One chaplain, wearing what he deemed appropriate to the oc-
oasion, appeared before General T. H. Holmes on the battlefield of
Manassas dressed in a way which seemed too military to the general.,
General Holmes rebuked him in the following languages "Go back, sir
this is no plase for you; take off that sash, retire to the grove, and
besiege a Throne of Graeea"ég

Chaplain Oscar M. Addison of Batles! Regiment, however, was
afraid his clerical dress was toc military. He wrote to Secretary of
War George Randolph requesting that some "simple trimming” be adopted
since "the dark clothing usually worn by the ministers too closely
identify them in appearance with the deep blue of the Yankee troops
tc make it either desirable or safe."69

Occasionally the chaplaing of one unit would effect a concert
of action in dress. Those of the Army of Tennessese adopted the Maltese
Cross as a badge. This was made of gold or brass, about an inch in
diameter and worn on each side of the collar like a major's ﬁtar,70

The chaplains of the Segond and Third Corps, Army of Virginis,
decided to use as a badge the letter "C" with a half wreath of clive-
leaves worked in gold bullion on a background of black velwvet. It was

about two and one half inches wide.7l

68Roligious Herald, September 19, 1861.
69Chap1ain Oscar M. Addison to Secretary of War George Randolph,

M3, in War Department Office File, in National Archives, Washington,
D. C,

7OIEE Army and Navy Messenger, iay 1, 1863.
Tlgouthern Churchman, June 12, 1863.
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The Reverend F, H. Wood, Fifty-eighth Nort: Carolina Regiment,
attracted so much attention with his beaver hat that he was finally
forced to dispense with it in f;vnr of an ordinary cap. He complained
that, though the men of his regiment accepted it, passing regiments
and brigades were too prone to make derogatory remarks as Pcome down
out of that hat - see your legs hanging out - know you are in hhére“
or "take that Camp Kettle homeé -« would be ashamed to steel a poor
soldier's Camp Kettle."!<

The chaplain's condition in the army was scarcely better than
that of his men. Reverend Charles T. Quintard, chaplain to the First
Tennessee Hegiment, graphiecally described his housing arrangement in
November, 1861, His tent was furnished with an old box in which wers
stored sundry articles such as a handkerchief, one shirt, and one pair
of sox. On the box was a large Bible, a voluwne of sermons, lstters,
paper and an ink stand with no pen. On each side of the box he had
stuck a bayonet into the ground to serve as candle sticks. By one
bayonet was a bushel of corn for his horse and an empty bottle in a
haversack. On the other side were his clothes wrapped in & blanket.
These things together with a pile of hay upon which he spread his
blanket to make a bed, completed his furnishinga.73

In spite of the fact that hls tent was like all the others, one

chaplain reported that it took on added interest in the eyes of his

720aptain George Harper to Mrs,., Harper, April 5, 1864, in Harper

Papers, in the Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carolina.

73Charles T. Quintard to Georse C. Harris, November 5, 1861,
#8, in Tennessee 3tate Library,
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men when he agsured them that there would always be a collection of
religious reading available to them there. Since the announcement, he
said, his tent had boen "the resort of the camp ground,"'4

To be accepted by his men, another chaplain said, he had found
that he must learn to live as they did. He must be able to say "Tis
home where'er my oil cloth is" and to be content with a elean spot
or a smoothed rail for a night‘s‘bivguac.75

At the beginning of the war, and, in some regiments, throughout
it, there were no facilities for preaching cther than those provided
by nature. The men would simplyAgather in a secluded grove and either
sit on the ground76 or upon logs which had been placed in parallel
linas.77 That such an open-air service could be inspiring was amply
proved by the following excerpt from the diary of George Neese, a
soldier: ",..This evening at dark, our chaplain had a prayer meeting,
and the impression that that prayer meeting made on my memory, time will
never erase, Twas a beautiful night and the meeling was held in a
beautiful grove. There was the man of God standing in the mouth of his
tent with a prayer book in his hand. Two dim candles stuck up against
a tree was all the light that was afforded us., Around those lights

seated on the ground was a circle of soldiers attentively listening

7h80uthegg Fregbyterian, May 13, 1861.

"SReligious Herald, July 17, 1862,

763, B. Hudgins to his uncle, April 12, 1863, in Thomas F.
Boatwright Papers, in the Southern Historical Collection, University
of North Carolina.

77Southern Churchmen, May 1, 1863.
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to the words of eternal life evsrything was wrapt in a sclemn silence
around that happy spot, save s lonely ¢ricket would now and then break
the silence with & few chirps in the distance, our light shining and
reflecting on the thick foliage which hung beautifully over our heads,
with here and there an opsning where a twinkling star peeped down in
silence on our uninterrupted mceting, was a sight and scene too beautiful
t&o romantic and too sclemn for me to daaaribe."78

When the army went into winter guarters, however, varicusly
eonstructed little chapels began to make‘their appearance., By the
winter <f 18636k, in Lee's army alone, about forty chapels had been
built and by the following winter, sixty mﬂre.79

These chapels were ordinarily built by soldiers who volunteered
for the task., Occasionally they were excused from their duties by
the commanding officer;80 in other cases, they worked on the chapel in
their leisure hours.

Occasionally 2 chaplain met with diffieulty in stimulating
enough interest to insure the building of a2 chapel of sufficient sige.
For instance, Chaplain J. J. Harris, Twenty-sixth Tennessee, was unable
to have constructed a chapel larger than twenty-five square feet because

: g
of the indifference and apathy of officers and men. 1

78eorge M. Neese, June 22, 1862, MS. diary in Virginia State
Library, Richmond, Virginia.

79Jones, Christ in the Camp, 261.

goSouthe;g Christian Advocate, March 24, 1864,
8l1pid., May 19, 1864,
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But whether the reverend gentlemen were blessed with a chapel
or not, the general surroundings were far from conducive to an out-
pouring of the Hely Spirit. One ¢haplain listed various mishaps which
at times befell a meeling in the camp. Men would suddenly arise and
lsave the congregation, he complained, or a horse might break and run
through the erowd. The preacher sometimes trod on a piece of rotten
meat, which brought tears of laughter rather than of repentance to the
eyes of the mourning sinner. From a nearby regiment, there often came
the sound of a fiddle and *the ribald song" or the sight of men in
full view "throwing the spotted leaf" or engaged in catching ticks.
Minie balls might come whizzing through the congregation or a meetihg
might be broken up by a sudden order to "go to jerking beef® and
prepare to ma.rch.33

The minister of the gospel, exposed conbinually to the un~
inspiring influences of camp life, felt the need for association and
fellowship with his brother-chaplains. This led to the establishment
of Chaplain's Associatione in brigades, corps, and even armiassh

throughout the Confederate forcesug5 We have found no definite evidence

82pe1szious Herald, July 17, 1862.

830onfederate Baptist (Columbia, South Carolina), July 27, 1864;
J. P, Cannon, Inside of Rebeldom (Washington: The National Tribure,

1900), 164,
8"1?;_5 Army & Navy Messenger, February 1, 1864.

855imide Simpson to Mrs. Simpson, April 22, 1863, typewritten
copy in James Simpson papers, Manuseript Division, Alabama Department
of Archives and History; Christian Advocate, May 12, 1864; The Army &
Navy Messenger, June 15, 1863; Christian Advoeate, April 4, 1865;
viilliam W. Bennett, A Narrative of the Ueneral Revival which Prevailed
in the Southern Armies (Philadelphia: Claxton, Hemsen and Haffelfinger,
1877), 2h5. -
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as to which Association was the first te organize or as to the person
who first concelved the idea of such an organigation; it was said,
however, that General Hobert E. Lee originated the Chaplain's Assoei~
aticon in his army and it 1s a matter of record that he was in frequent
attendance at its maetingsgaé

These associations had regular officers and regular mesting537
in which they exchanged axperienaes,ge and discussed happenings of
general interest to all. Ordinarily at the meetings one chaplain was
invited to preach to his fellows; reports were made on the state of
religion in each chaplaints regiment and attempts were made to ascertain
the pessibility of supplying destitute regim&nts.gg

The Association often appointed comuitiees to study a partiomular
problem or to work on 2 specific project. For example, the General
Chaplain's Asscociation of the Army of Tennessee had a "committee to
supply destitute regiments with religious privileges” and another to
promote the publication of certain tracts. C The Association of
Hindnan's Corps, Army of Tennessee, appolnted a "Standing Oommibtiee"

to encourage missionary laborers and to aid ministers in obtaining

SQSOuthern Christian Advocate, April 21, 1864.

87.1 . ‘'« B. Hall, "'ghe Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Ala-
bama During the Civil Yar, 8, M5, in J. H. B. Hall Papers, Manuseript
Division, Alabama Department of Archives and History.

8850uthegg Presbyterian, December 25, 1262,

B?ZQE‘AEEX_QQQ Navy Messenger, February 1, 1864.

9os_qut.hern Presbyterian, March 3, 1864,
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chap&ainciea.gl The Richmond Chaplain's Association appointed a com-
mittes of three to detemmine, by conferring with the proper authorities,
"the extent of military restrictions placed upon ghaplains with regard
to their obtaining leaves of absence." The problem had arisen when the
chaplains were asked to "go to the lines and spend a few days in
preaching” and they wondered if they might do so without formally
requesting a furlough. That such concerted action was effective was
proven by the committee's report that the authorities would allow them
to apply perscnally for a leave rather than force them to wait until
the application had gone through the usual ehannels.gz

The General Association of the Army of Tennessee established a
reading room for their chaplaina93 and one of its officers, B. W.
MeDonald, Chaplain of an Alabama Regiment issued a eall to the churches
to send "The Church Reviews, old books, miscellaneous books, old
magazines.... any kind of good reading; we are too near intellectual
starvation to be very particular.”gh

A favorite methed used by the Assoeiation in stating a problem
or making a request was the use of formal resolutions and petitiocns.

Especially frequent were requests that the authorities-~ranging from

the Confederate Congress to a particular general--forbid the holding

91southern Christian Advocate, February 11, 1864.
9?ggg Soldier's Paper (Riehmond, Virginia), March 1, 1865,

931ne Army and Navy Messepger, February 1, 186k.
9“Southegg Presbyterian, January 28, 1864,
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of reviews, inspections and parades on the Sabbath,95 Humerous reso-
lutions were also made deseribing the state of religion in the army
96

and asking the chureh to send more ministers,’ one even recommending
that the churches "institute an inquiry into the support of their
ministers in the army, and prevent the resignations and suffering of
any for want of competent aupp@rt.o&.“97

A chaplain in the Army of Temnessce, writing to the Southern
Presbyterian in June, 1863, reported that "At the shaplain's meeting
on yesterday, they passed unanimously, a very stringent resolution
against sectarian preaching. You know that soue ministers lay such
stress upon immerasion, that they deny the existence of any church,
ministry, or ordinances without it. On the other hand, we find some
who start out with the dogma, that there ig ¥no church without a
bishop®~= not 8 New Testament, but a ‘diocesan bishop,! whose ordination
must come down in the fancied Church of ‘'apostolle succession.'! The
presentation of such sectarian views must, if persevered in, break up
that harmony, and unanimity of effort, which has characteriszed the
labors of the chaplains and missionaries heretofore.,."98

A chaplain in the Confederate army found himself in a unique

position as far as his duty was concerned. ILvery one knew that it was

95 ern Ghri ; 8643 Ibid., F
Southern Christian Advocate, March 17, 18643 » 3 February
25, 1864; Jones, Christ‘zi the Eagg, 599,

96Southern Christian Advoecate, July 30, 1863; Southern
Presbyterian, July 30, 1863.

97Southgrn Christian Advocate, November 19, 1863.
98southern Presbyterian, June 25, 1863,
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his responsibility to hold religious services, but when, where, how
often, and what other dutics were expected of him was gomething he
uaually had to determine for himself, The act of Congress creating
the position, specified no dutiesj frequently it was only his own
consgience and the exigensies of war that determined for the chaplain
his obligations.”?

General "Stonewall" Jackson was especially interested in having
chaplains provide the army with spiritual leadership and alleviate
temporal wants by applying spiritual consolation. He is even known to
have chastised scme ghaplains for a lack of spiritual zeal in pro;
portion to the importancs of their missisn,lcg However, one chaplain
in particular reserted the interfersnce on the part of the gensral with
his holy mission,

Jackson had ordered B. T. lLaecy to act as a superintendent of
chaplains in his corps. Heverend lacy sent word to Chaplain George
Patterson of the Third North Carolina Regiment, thal, in due time, he
expected to viasit with and preach to his regiment. When lLacy arrived,
Chaplain Patterson questioned his authority and stated that he did not
expect him to conduct services in a regiment to which he was the agsigned
ehaplain., Later when Jackson met Chaplain Patterson he inquired as to
the latter's motive for refusing to let Lacy preach. The Carolinian

looked the general straight in the eye and said: "General Jackson, do

999!ficial Records, Ser. 4, I, 275.
IOOScuthern Christian Advocate, May 22, 1863,
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you want any one to halp[you to command this Corps?* "No, Sir," replied
Jackson in a delermined voice; "I do not." "Well," replied Patterson,
"and I don't want anybody to help me to be chaplain of this regiment.®
Jackson, seeing that here was a chaplain who was fully cognizant of his
duties, said with a smile, "Cood moming Mr, Patterson," and rode on, 101

The activities generally undertasken by a regimental chaplain
were about as follows, When military sonditions permitied, the Sabbath
was usually observed by appropriate services such as preaching and the
celebration of Hely Commnion and Mass, according to the denominationsl
practices of the ahaplainuloz In the evening around the camp fire
prayer-meetings might be held, or if there were many Catholics in the
unit, the Rosary might be recited. The chaplain held private conferences
about spiritual matters with individuals. When revivals began to spread
through the army, he baptiged men by the score and, upon request, received
them into his particular churchqlos He distributed tracts and beoks;lah

visited the messes / even at timee when the food was not very palgtablg§7;

101Joaeph B. Cheshire, The Churgh in the Confederate States

(New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1912), 48.

Ozﬁougharn Pre erian, May 31, 1862; South Western Baptist
(Tuscaloosa, Alabama), July 31, 1862; Southern Presbyterian, July b,
1861; An Impressed New Yorker, Thirteen Months in the Rebel Army (New
York: Barnes and Burr, 1862), 43.

10335utn Western Baptist, Hovember 24, 1864; October 24, 1861,

lohﬁeligious Herald, February 13, 1862; Soutliern Presbyterian,
Yay 18, 1861,
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viesited the sick; =~ buried the dead; eomforted the sorrowful; prayed
with the dying; administered the sacraments or ordinanees: attended
meetings of the Chaplain's Association; and in general prepared the
soldier to see in all things the hand of God and willingly carry his
107
gross,

Many letters sent by soldiera to their dear ones comuend the
work of the Confederate chaplain in the hospital. In a letter to his
mother, William H. Stiles, Jr., gave ample evidense of this devotion
when he stated that Chaplain S. H. Smith was constantly by his bedside

and that he had even written the very letter that his mother was

raading.lga

10550nes MoDowell to Mrs. L. M. Keitt, October 6, 1864, in
Manuscript Department,, Duke University Library; James H., M'Weilly, !
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Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina.
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Whenever possible some of the chaplains undertook the painful
duty of informing anxious relatives of the death of their loved ones.
These letters usually acquainted the receiver with the events connected
with the death and in some instances even conveyed the last words of a
departed soldier. In all cases the chaplain tried to console the relative
by Strying to instill in him the bslief that they would 21l meet in a
happy hereafter.lo?

Many chaplains adopted the practice of having prayer meeting
in the evenings, during the oourse of which parts of the New Testament

110

were read. In the Ninth Bouth Carolina Volunteers, evening worship

took the form of famlly prayers. Just before tattoo the members of

each company "fell out" in the company street and there together

111

rec¢cited their evening services. One chaplain found that he received

greater responge from his men when, instead of preaching a prepared

sermon, he read a few short passages of Seripture and commented briefly

on tham.llz Others began to convert their evening prayers into a type

of exhortation meeting.llB

109%nhaplain L. W. Hasluss to Mrs. Whatley, August 1, 1864,
typed copy of letter in Military PRecords Division, Alabama Department
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A number of soldlers payed the death penalty for having been
convicted of desertion, As the fateful moment of execution drew near
and the specter of death haunted them, these men looked for religious
consolation. Various chaplains described rather vividly the great
difficulty they encountered in preparing these men to face death. The
chaplain of the kinth Kentucky Regiment considered this task as "the
most painful duby"® of his life and expressed a desire never to witness
such a sosne again.llh

The month of February, 1864, certainly stands out in the
ministerial career of Chaplain John Paris of the Fifty-fourth North
Carclina Regiment. Aecording %o his journal, during that monbth, he
attended the execution of twenty-two Confederate deserters captured by
the forces of Gensral K. F. Hoke. He was especlally concerned for the
soul of one poor soldier who, the chaplain said, "profesced to be a
Christian® but at the same time engaged in "perjury and treason.®
Many of the condemmed were baptized before being led from the prison
and others made "some ¢onfession of penitence" at the gallowsallﬁ
After these many executions Chaplain Paris, believing that it would be
beneficial to the living, delivered a discourse before the brigade in
order that "“the eyes of the living might be opened, to view the horrid

and ruinous erime and sin of desertion, which had become so prevalent.“llé

1h1y34,, February 26, 1863.

1155hn Paris, #S5, diary in the Southern Historical Collection,
University of North Carclina, entry of February 1l and 1k, 1864,

lléReverend John Paris, A Sermon: Preached Before Brigadier
General Hoke's Brigade (Greensborough, N. C.: 186L), passim,
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The chaplain of the Twenty-eighth North Carolinag Regiment,
Rev. Franels M. Kennedy, was greatly disturbed over the number of
soldiers being executed for desertion. When J. M. lmther, a nember of
his own regiment, was condemned as a deserter he went to Richmond and
there placed in the hands of a presidential aid a petition signed by
the officers of the regiment requesting his pardon. Upon his return,
Kennedy found that Brigadier Ueneral J, H. Lane was outraged at his
having left eamp without the generalis permission and that he night
even have him courtmartialed. But the chaplain did not seem to mind,
for in eonfiding his feelings on the subject to hils diary he wrote
that he had no objection to belng tried for hie action.ll? Howevar,
nothing came of the threat and later when Kemnedy transferred to
another unit General Lane reluctantly approved the application with
this statement: "I am very sorry to lese him, both on account of his
ministerial and social qualifications,"8

Chaplain William O, Lanier, could considsr himself fortunate
for he had no questions regarding the realms in which his duties lay.
These were clearly outlined for him by a directive issued by the
commanding officer of the hospital to which he was assigned. Surgeon
W. W. Hart sald the chaplain would prsach to the convalescent on every

Sabbath. During the week hs would visit the sick once a day and give

117“Confederate Diaries,” Vol., V, 99«99, typescript volume
prepared by United Daughters of the Confederacy, Georgla Department of
Archives and History.

1laBrigadier General J. H. Lane, "Glimpses of Army Life in
1864," in Southern Historical Soeiety Papers (Richmond, 1890}, XVIII,
409,
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any religious instruction he deemed wise. If there were any who desired
it he was to pray with them., All officers and men were ordered ¥to
respect Chaplain lanier and treat him with all eourtesy.“119

After serving with his unit a period of time the chaplain soon
found that one of the vexing problems he had to solve was in regard to
his duties during time of batile. Many a letter to the editor, dealing
with the duties and the place of the chaplain during battle, appeared
in the ¢olumns of religious papers. A Ywounded chaplain® chided his
brethren for shirking front line duty. He believed that in a majority
of the cases tlie chaplain's presence was required near the lines, so
that he could expose himself and show his men that he was not afraid.
This minister said that if a chaplain is "suspected of timidity he loses
all influence.® This he knew for he had heard the wnfavorable comments
of officers and men regarding chaplains who did not hazard thelr lives

120

in battle, A munber of ¢haplains congcurred in this belisf and

121
ingisted on fighting in the lines.

The Southern Churchman, quoting the Religious Herald, advised

the chaplain not to be so imprudent as to expose himself unnecessarily

to danger. For, if he were killed, or wounded, or captured it would

llgGeneral Order by W. W, Hurt, Surgeon's Office; CGeneral
Hospital, June 7, 1863, in Adjutant General Office File in National
Arehives, Washington, D. C.

12050uthern Churehman, August 8, 1862,

121 1, Raimmter (¢d4.),'A Civilian's feeolleotions of the War
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19395, 138; feligjous ierald, May 1, 1862; South Western Baptist, May i,
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inevitably be some time before a successor could be chosen and thus the
whole regiment would be left for months without spiritual ministration,lzz
General “3tonewall" Jackson was of the same opinion as was the Religious
Herald. On one occasion, sseing one of the chaplaing getting too near
the front in a battle, he addressed him thus.: "the rear is your
place, Sir, now, and praysr your busineﬁs,"123 The position talken by
the general in this regard was not ghared by one of the chaplains.
Gommﬁnting‘rather bitterly on the episode he sald that Jackson "undepr-
stands better than I the duties of a sommander, but he shouldn't judge
for me where my duty as chaplain® calls msa12A Reversnd John Granbefny,
Chaplain of the Eleventh Virginia Infantry agreed with his brother-
chaplain, for when he was urged to go to the rear, he always replied
that he wanted to remain in the battle lines with the men to assist
those who might fall.l25

In the final analysis each chaplain was usually guided by the
opinion of his regiment regarding his station and dulties during time
of battle. Some were in the infirmaries, others in charge of ambulanses,

while still others occupied themselves by taking charge of the litter

1225 uthern Churchman, July 18, 1262.

123pe11g10us Herald, July 10, 1862,
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125y, M. Seay, "A Fighting Parson,” The Confederate Vsteran,
XVIII, No. 7, 322,
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bearers in battle‘lzé

Chaplain J. H. Helleilly of Quarle's Brigade
remained as near the line as possible with the assistant surgeon, YWhen
the wounded were brought in he administered first-aid and frequently,
when medieal supplies were exhausted, he rushed to the infirmary to
replenish them, 27

So commendable was the work of some chaplains that their
commanders ¢ould write of them as did Brigadier Ceneral William J.
Jones when, in his report of the raid on the Northwestern Railroad, he
stated: "the conduet of the Rev. Mr. Richard T. Davis, Chaplain of
the 6th Virginia Cavalry, was here conspicuously good., His example
in eourage and his abiding faith in Providence was the admiration of
all.“lzs

After a chaplain settled to his own satisfaction the question
of his duties during battle he usually found many ecclesiastical
problems that begged solution. "lan any pastor who has a chaplaingy
in the army baptige and admit to the commnion table, any soldier
ﬁaking profession of faith in Christ, unless that Chaplain shall
happen to have two elders from his own congregation with him?" That
was the question placed before the authorities of the Fresbyterian

Church by one of its chaplains. He was soon informed that since hisg

126p5pert Stiles, Four Years Under Marse Robert (New York:
Neale Publishing Co., 1903), 143; Jones, Christ in Camp, 522.
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position was analogous to that of an evangelist he enjoyed the same
privileges: namely, the right to “administer sealing ordinances, and
organise churches in frontier and destitute settl&mentmtlg?

A chaplain of the Methodist Episeopal Chureh found himself
constrained to inquire of his brethren if it would "be proper for an
unordained preacher to administer the ordinance of baptism to a dying
man, when no ordained minister waes near.® This chaplain found, on an
occasion when he was replaecing the regular chaplain, that a dying
soldier requested him to baptize him. Since the soldier made no signs
of genuine repentance and the acting chaplain was not an ordained
minister, he simply prayed with the dying man and offered him his
eonsclation.l3o

Catholic chaplains knew that they were dependent for some of
their priestly powers / faculties / upon the pishop of whose diocese
they happened to be in. Bul suppose they were in enemy territory,
suppoge it were impossible for them to call upon the loecal bishop for
some time, eould they, under these circumstances, continue to exercise
the powera of their holy office? 3o difficult was this problem to
solve that it was referred to Rome. Special permission was finally
granted them by the Pope to exercise their powers in any and all military

gircumstances that might arise.131
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The chaplain found his duties dictated by his own c¢onseience
and the opinion of his regiment. In matters dealing with his church
and religious practiocss he was obliged in some cases to consult the
agthorities in his ehurch, These authorities in order to be betier
informed about his duties and the way he was performing them fre-
quently required him to submit monthly repurtmuz

Besldes these regular duties that devolved upon the chaplain,
he soon found that there was no limit to the number of things he could
do tc improve the morale of his unit and to further the cause of “the
Confederecy, Some chaplains adopted the practice of acquainting them-
selves with every man in their unit. From many they obtained the name
of the minister or church back home with which those soldlers were
affiliated. The minister corresponded with these churches, giving them
news of their members in the army and requesting their prayers, In
addition to this, the chaplains kept a minute record of, not only the
names of the members of the regiment, but of all information about
them that could be of assistance in saving the sinner or in sanctifying
the beli.e'«mx-.l33

When the sound of battle was heard approaching and the soldier
looked about for someone ko help him control his frayed nerves, his
eyes often fell upon a chaplain, one such as the Reverend E. J. Meynardie.

It was the custom of this chaplain %o call his men together as the sound

132p1 chmond Christian Advocate, December &, 1264,
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of battle approached, and there to ask God's help in the contest that
they were about to enter.lgk And once these prayers were over and the
fighting had begun, men like Lieutemant John ¢. Reed witnessed nmore
than one chaplain standing by, patting the men on the back, and
"Adjuring them to stand firm,u13>

A ehaplain worthy of the name realized that he should not only
be solicitous for the welfare of the soldierts soul, but that eon-
sideration should alsc be given to mental and physical needs. Hence in
some cases we find him eonducting classes in reading, writing and
grammar, and before long a mother received the wery first letter ever
written by her scn,ljé One shaplain attempted to set up & library and
reading room for the sick and wounded soldiers in the hospdtala.137
Another, after providing for the spiritual needs of his men, requested
permission to leave his post in order to obtain supplies which the
hospital needed badly,lBg Conseious of the bodily needs of his men,
Chaplain M. A. Davis of the Fourth Texas Regiment could not bear the
sight of them going to the front lines barefooted. To alleviate this

situation, Davis made use of the columns of the Richmond Whig to plead

13h3¢uthaqg Pregbyterian, August 17, 1861,

13550hn €. Reed, "From First Manassas to Appomattox in the
Line," 24, article in John C. Reed Papers, Manuscript Division, Alabama
Department of Archives and History.

1365ournal of the 68th Annual Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Chureh, 86; Jones, Christ in the Camp, 363.

3750uth western baptist, February 5, 1862.
138

James C, Hiden to his commanding officer, June 3, 1864, in
Adjutant General Office File, Mationael Archives, Washington, D. C.
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with the people of that city to furnish him with at least 100 pairs of
shoes and 500 pairs of aocks.139

A few chaplains undertook missions that demanded their services
in foreign lands, In this connestion Chaplain Kensey J. Stewart, went
to London to have a Confederate Prayer Book published. The book was
published and copies of it were sent to the Confederacy on board a
blockade runner. A Federal boat capbtured the ship, and with the
possible exeception of a few hundred books, the whole sargoe was thrown
into the sea,lha Father John Bammon, Chaplain of Price's Brigade,
was sent in 1863 by President Jefferson Davis on a secret mission to
Rome. He was instructed to seek an interview with the Pope and try
to get him to extend recognition to the Confederacy. In this commection
Father Bannon was unsuccessful and finding himself unable to get bsck
into the Confederacy he received authorization from President Davis to
go to Ireland where he spent the remainder of his life.lAl

Regardless of how well or how poorly a chaplain performed his
duties he could not help but be subjected to a considerable amount of
eritieism, It would appear from the letters and writings of the officers

and enlisted men in the Confederate aymy that they were as voeiferous

in their condemmation of his work, or lack of work, as they were in

13%1cholas A. Davis, Campaign from Texas to Maryland (Fichmond,
Virginia: Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 1863), 13.

1“°Rsverend G. Maclaren Brydon, "The Confederate Prayer Book,"
artiecle in possession of jeverend G, M, Brydon, Richmond, Virginia.

1A1A1bsrt C. Danner, "Father Bannon's Secret l{ission," Confederate
Veteran, XIVII, 180,
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their praise of it., Likewise some of the ehaplains were not the least
bit reticent in expressing their views of some of the officers.

Since it was primarily through the medium of preaching that the
chaplain gamne into contact with the Confederate warrior, it was only
natural that his reputation in the army should depend to a great extent
upon his oratorical ability and the fervor with which he expounded the
vord of Ged. Ae far as the soldier was concerned, preaching was the
all important thing, and when he found that his chaplain wae not a
great preacher, he might even refuse to attend aerviceslhz or exXpress
his views in his diarylkB or in a letter home as did William R. Stilwell
when he wrote: "If we had a good preacher I think we would have good
times. We have a chaplain by the name of Tracy, but he can't preach
mach. "

It was very difficult for a chaplain to Yacquit himself with
eredit" or to give coumplete satisfaction in his preaching, for his
regiment was couposed of guch a heterogeneous giroup that they had

different views regarding preaahing.lbs

142 j eutenant Kichard Lewis, Camp Life of a Confederate Boy
(Charleston: News and Courier Book Presses, 1883), 11,

IABJamss J. Kirkpatriek, 5. diary in the Archives Collection,
Library of University of Texas, entry of August 15, 1863,

ke ;i 114am B. Stilwell to Mrs. Stilwell, ¥ay 13, 1863, in
"Letters of Confederate Soldiers,” V (unnumbered page), Georgia
Department of Arerives and History.

hSpoctor 5. P, Becton to Hrs. Becton, October 26, 1862,
photostat of M3, in the Archives Collecticn, Library of the University
of Texas.
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Many men seemed to want & roaring sermon, one in which the
rreacher shonted and exhorted them to mend their ways or face hell fire
and dammation. It was because of the lack of such quality that Lieutenant
Josiakh Ryland criticised the sermons of Chaplain W. E. Wiatt when he
wrote: "Wiatt preached in Captain Marshall's tent, on the passion of
Christ. I carmot enjoy his sermons, he is so lifelass,“lbé A few
Sundays later he still did not like Wiatt's sermons and expressed the
opinion that they would be much bstter *if he would only let go.® But
either Wiatt improved or the lieutenant changed his standards for seven
months later he wrote: Fwent over to hear Wiatt, who stirred up my
dull, eold heart. I think him one of our best Chaplainmq“lhv However,
two years later Josiah Ryland still found oceasion to condeim those
sermons which did not please him. One Sunday afternoon, Jamuary 17,
1864, he went to a village chureh and there heard a ssrmon from a
Chaplain iller which he sald "did me no good, he stormed and thundered
80 I wanted him to force the love of Christ upon my heart - sweetly,

148

persuasively.® It would seem that Byland had been converted to

Wiatt's way of preaching.

lhéLieutenant Josiah Ryland, typescript diary in possession of
Dr. Garnett Ryland, University of Richmond, entry of January 26, 1862.

UT1h1id,, Aumist 17, 1862,

U81psig,, January 17, 146k,
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A few chaplains were accused of belng prejudiced or one-sided
in their viewsle and of délivering dissertations on government instead
of preaching the goapel.ls@ Twe of them were charged with gross

ignorance on Biblical questianslﬁl

and one, by his apparent lack of
education, so disgusted a surgeon that he complained: "We had presch-
ing Sunday and again today I got enough on Sunday in about fifteen
minutes to last me during the campaign--he ig a whale all but the
oil-—he pronounced servile, servile parental pareriwal- said have come
ard ete. Friday he gave the boys a regular rant #1152

Ore lieutenant condemned his chaplain's preaching by saying
that it appealed only to the "lower class of the regiment"l53—~and a
member ~f the Eighth Brigade near Raprahannock Station felt that the
problem of preaching had been sclved in his brigade when in the course

of a battle the "Parson from the concussion of a shell had rll dise-

cussion knocked out of hin for awhile«"l5&

950hn J. Armfield to “rs. Armfield, December 25, 1864 in
Armfield Paperg in Archives of the HNorth Carolina Historical Commission.

l5OCapt.ain Cary Whitaker, XS, diary in the Scuthern Historical
Collection, University of North Carolina, entry of May 2, 1864,

151James Lampton Kerrykendall, typeseript diary in the Archives
Colleetion, Library of the University of Texas, entry of December 17,

L52psetor E. P. Becton to Mrs. Beeton, August 12, 1862, type-
script copy in the Archives Collection, Library of ths University of
Texas.

1531 s euteriant George W. Willis to his brother, Novewber 16,
1862, in Willis Papers 1n the Southern Historical Collection, University
of North Carolina.

154 1o mes Hamilton to his brther, April 1, 1262, in Ruffin-
Houlhae-Hamildon Papers, ir the Soubthern iisterical Collection,
University of North Carclina,
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The Confederate soldier did write many a word of praise for
the sermons delivered by sore chaplains. A Louisianian declared that
Feed, chaplain of the Fifth Louisiana Regiment, was a "magnificent
preaeher.“155 A member of the Sixth Virginia Regiment praised Chaplain

156 Chaplain George

cohn C. Grarbury as a preacher of fine sermons,
Patterson, an Episcopalian, received similar commendations from one
of his hearera.l57 Elias Davis believed that he had heard sermons as
good as those preached by Parson Renfroe of the Fourteenth Alabama
Regiment, but never had he heard "Ome person vreach such a succession
2f good sermons."158

In many instances chaplains won the approbation of their
congregations by preaching on subjeeks that were consoling and non-
dencminational in character, Peter W, Halrston approved of a sermon
exhorting soldiers to be patient in bime of trial and disappointment.t>?
The listeners of Reverend J. H. DeVotie received his sermons kindly be-

cause of their reasonablensss and lack of denominational flavar.léo

1555, Flournoy, Jr., to My Sweet Doey, July 8, 1861, typescript
copy in possession of Doctor Bell 1. Wiley, Emory University,

1565, ¢. Habry to srs. Mabry, October 22, 1864, in Henry C.
Brown Papers in Archives of the North Carolina Historical Commission,

157John W. Hlanks to Rev. Mr. Webb, August 29, 1863, in Webb
Letters in Archives of the North Carolina Historical Commission.

15851188 Davis to Mrs. Davis, August 14, 1863, Uctober 5, 1862,
in Elias Davis Papers, ir the Southern Historical Collection, University
of North Carolira; J. Y. Simpson ¢. his other, in James Sinpson Col-
lection, “anuscript Division, Alabama Depariment of Archives and History.

159peter W. Hairston to unknown receiver, September 27, 1861, in
Yairston Papers, in Southern Historisal Collection, iuniversity of North
Carclina,

16050uth Western Baptist, December 5, 1861.
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Some chaplains ‘ere able to arousse the men by tuelr preaching,

and a few accomplished the same end by neglecting to preach. *eill J.
Mclaughlin of Company K, Thirty-eighth North Carolina Regiment was
very much disturbed at having heard only one sermon since he left

home, He wondered if t.e chaplain felt they were all too good to need

161 "Gur Chaplain is with us but doesn't preach often,"

preaching.
complained A. 5. Webb; "I don't think he is accomplishing nuch good
in this regiment. I believe a lMebhodlisi opr Bapbist would do much more
geod."léz The Confederate soldiers were espescially bltter toward the
chaplain when he lsft them in the trenches for long periods of time
without attempling to bring them the Word of God.163
It was the belief of a number of soldiers that the parsons
cared more for their "own preeious person" than for "the salvati.n of

smxls."léA

Sergeant John F. 3Sale was scathing in his denunciation
when he said: "“it seems strange that having three chaplains in the
brigade we can not have services at least on the Lord’'s day and more
especially when there is no nmore danger than thers is today, but they

are so careful of their precicus bodies that they ecan take none for

our souls which is their business. o one would expe¢t themn to

161Neill J. McLaughlin to "Parson," April 11, 1862; M3, in
Manuseript Department, Duke University Library.

lézA. 5. Webb to his brother, August 8, 1863, in webb Letters
in Arehives of the North Carolina Historical Commission.

1635, 3. itchell to nis father, September 1, 1763, in Hitchell
Papers in Alabama Department of Archives and History.

léhJohn Crittenden to Mrs. Crittenden, July 15, 1864, typescript

copy in the Archives Collection in Library of the University of Texas.
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un-necessarily expose themselves but many and many days we lie in
positions in which there is no danger and they will never come nzar

165

us." Wren the chaplain did not appear the men naturally formed the
opinion that he had been scared off by the baittle or else, being dis-
gouraged and tired of the army, he had gone home to preach to #a few
empty benches‘"léé Sueh action caused some soldiers to wish that the
Congress would pass a conseription law to force uministers to enter
the army.167
Sectarianism undoubtedly Influenced the feeling of some Con-
federate soldiers regarding their chaplains. Colonel Willian Pender,
an Episcopalian, could not understand how his chaplain, a Methodist,
could be so "childish.” Tﬁe chaplain, suffering from a cold, fretted
ad worried so about it that he finally went to Petersburg to try and
recover., Thig action on the part of the minister indicatsd to his
commanding officer that he was lacki g in Christlan fortitude and
resignation, Tre eolonel expresssd the hope that he would soon resign
and if the chaplain did sc, he would recommend an Ypiscopalian for the
position, for he believed there were already too many Methodist

168
chaplains,

165John F. Sale, M5, diary in Virginla State Librory, entry of
June 19’ 186L)-0

1660510nel Newton Davie to Bettie, April 12, 1863, in Military
Recorde Division, Alabama Department of Archives and History; Southern
Presbyterian, ¥ebruary 22, 1862,

16Tieleh, A Confedsrate Surgeon's Letters to his Kife, 109.

1680,10ne). William D, Pender to Mra. Pender, October 29, 1861,
in Pender Papers, in Southern Historical Collection, University of
North Carolina.
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The most vehement condemmation of the work of chaplains is
contained in the writings of an auther who styled hiuself “an English
Combatant.” It was his opinion that most chaplains were ex~blacksuiths
or wood-choppers who patriotically became chaplains for the prestige
of the office, but when they found that they were to receive only
eighty dollars a month they resigned. While in the service he found
that they preached little, appsared at those "messes" which served the
best meals and were at times rather proficient in handling cards at a
poker game. Of course the soldier found some exceptions and among
them he mentioned the Epilscopalian and Catholic chaplainsclé9

If the testimony of a member of Mosby's Brigade is reliable,
the chaplain of his unit did not follow the straight and narrow path.
e was to be found at the gay festivities “"dancing to the tune of
1Sugar in the Gourd! or, 'All around the Chicken Roost'." On other
occasions he enjoyed himself "at the race betting on the gray mare."l7o
Such action degraded the clergy in the eyes of the soldier and made
them feel that the chaplajin really did not practice what he preached.
N. A. Drake expressed the views of some of his fellow soldiers in this
regard when he said they had a chaplain who was a good meaning man,
but he would not hesitate to defraud some one in a horse swap if the

opportunity presented itself.l7l

169Engliah Combatant, Battle-Fislds of the South, I, 277-280,

170george Baylor, Bull Run to Bull Run (Eichmond: Johnson
Publishing Co., 1900), 318-320,

l71ﬁ. A. Drake to Miss Betsy, June 17, 1861, 45, in Manuscript
Departmert, Duke University Library (Permissior. needed to ecite above),
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The men of the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry recognized the piety
of their chaplain, but this did not prevent their having a good laugh
at his expense. On one of their marches the adjutant and another
officer /who told the story7 suggested that they ride ahead with the
c-aplain and surgeon to a house up the road to get some food. This
sounded tempting to the chaplain and surgeon, so off they went and
were highly pleased at the cordial reception given them by two hand-
gomely dressed ladies. Now it happened that this house was known by
all the men of the brigade /except the chaplain and the surgeon 7
to be a house of ill-repute. When the brigade drew near and recognized
the horses of their man of God and man of medicine they raised a shout
.that was heard for miles around., At this the ladies suddenly threw
their arms around "these innocenis" and gave other demonstrations of a
violent affection. The adjutant and other officer quietly left the
house followed by two irate and indignant vietims of the diseiples of
Jezebe1.172

Officers were able to express thelr opinion of a chaplain in
an official way by the endorsements which they placed on his requests
for appointments, furloughs, transfers, or for permission to resign.
Colonel HMarsing, writing to the Adjutant General recommending the
appointment of Feverend Ceorge li. Butler as chaplain, denocunced a
former chaplain, keverend R, F. Mattison. The colonel complained at

the conduct of Mr. Mattison which, he said, was unbecoming a minister

l7zBaylor, Bull Run to Bull Run, 184-185,
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173

of the Gospel. Colonel H. K. Burgwyn of the Sixth North Carolina

Regiment complained bitterly about Chaplain S, S. Moore. In requesting
the transfer of this minister he informed the War Department that

Moore had "discharged his duties in a manner not at all aceceptable to
the reginment® and that he had made peculiar and personal remarkse that
were offensive to the officers. He had alsc failed to go with the
regiment o: any of its marches. The Secretary of War agreed with
Burgwyn and replaced the chaplain with Reverend Ceorge Pattersonul7h

Chaplain L. C. Ransom requested the acceptance of his resignation

in order that he might become editor of the Selma Cbserver. The

approval of this request was recommended by his comranding officer who
had no desire to hold *"him in the Chaplaincy against his will." He
also felt that Fansom could Yno longer pray with unction or grace as

Chaplain® while his heart was with the Selms Observer..!>

The Daily Journal sumued up the opinion of some officers re-
garding chaplains by quoting the following questions and answers
written in a "Military Catechism® by an officer:

G. W¥hat is the first duty of a Chaplain?

A. Never to mention the subject of religion to the
soldiers.

Lo What is the second duty?

A. To preach to the regiment only once a year, and not
that unless specially requested by the Colonel.

173¢co10nel Marsing to Cooper, February ¢, 1863, in Adjutant
General Office File, Nstiopal Archives, Washington, D. C.

17’*Colone1 H. K. Burgwyn to Secfetary of “ar Seddon, December
25, 1862, ¥S. in Var Department Office File in National Archives,
washington, D. C.

1755, ¢. Clay to Seddon, December 26, 1863, in Adjutant General
Office File, National Archives, Washington, . C.
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Qs What is the third duby?
A. To grugble all the time about the suallness of his
pay.17

It is not the intention of this writer to convey the impression
that the chaplain was generally condemed by the officers and enlisted
meni, but the facts do clearly indicate that dissatisfaction was felt
with & surprisingly large number of them.l77 In spite of this there
were some chaplains who were consscientiocus and faithful, and these
chaplains did receive richly deserved praise from the men. It would be
impossible to relate here the numerous tributes pald chaplains by the
men they served. However, a cursory perusal of their correspondence,
editorials of the period, and subsequent reminiscences is sufficient
to reveal the nature of their approbation,

Years after the war was over, Major Hobert Stiles in his
reminiscences recalled the work of Heverend William Owen, chaplain of
the Seventeenth Mississippl Kegiwent. He gave him ¢redit for starting
a series of religiocus meetings around Fredericksburg which eventually

17

resulted in over 500 conversions. Lieutenant Theodeore (Goodloe of
the Thirty-fifth Regiment Alabama Voluniteers, in recalling his
military service found it appropos to mention the great work of his

chaplain. He relsted how this man had preached for the soldiers and

1767he Daily Journal (Wilmington, North Carclina), August 26,
1862,

177514 sha Franklin Paxton, ilemoir and Jfemorials (New York:

1785%1165, Four Years Under Marse Hobert, 143-144.
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mingled with them and how he formed an acquaintance with him which
would last into eternity.179

Two Catholiec chaplains, greatly admired and lauded in later
writings, were Father Daly, chaplain of a Missouri Regimert, and Father
John Bannon of Price'!'s Brigade. Bannon, it is said, was energetic;
courageous and brave, and liked by Protestants as well as Catholics, 180
The chaplain of the Missouri unit favorably impressed a Protestant by
his faithful celebration of Mass, his preaching on Sunday afternoon,
and his settling of drunken rows occurring among the Irish of his
flock, 181

When a chaplain was energetic and constantly mingled with the
men and manifested a desire to .share with them the hardships of army

182z
life, he was greatly esteemed, If he belonged to a religious

179 1pvert Theodore Goodloe, Confederate Echoes (Tashville:
Smith and Lamar, 1907), 374~75; Albert Theodore Goodloe, Some Rebel
Relics from the Seat of War (Nashville: Printed, not Published, 1893),
17.

180Danner, "Father Bannon's 3Secret Mission," Confedsrate
Veteran, X¥VII, 180,

lallmpnasaed New Yorker, Thirteen Months in the Hebel Army, A3.

1827ames J. Kirkpatrick, M5, diary in the Archives Collection,
Library of the University of Texas, entry of August 23, 1863; Stephen
Moon to his mother, June 14, 1863, typescript copy in "Reminiscences
of Confederate Soldiers,"” III, 108, Georgia Department of Archives and
History; Paxton, Memolir and Memorials, 91; South Western Baptist,
. February 20, 1862; John D. Harris to his mother, December A,ﬁi§3h, in
John D. Harris Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University Library;
‘enry Graves to his futher, June 16, 1862, typescript copy in "Letters
of Confederate Soldiers,"” 1I, 235, Georgia Department of Archives and
History; K. W. Locke, MS. diary in “ississippi Department of Archives
and listory, entry of September 6, 19623 Railnwater (ed.), A Civilian's
Recollections of the ‘ar Between the States H. 5. Fulkerson, 1&53, 140,
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denomination favored by them, his prestige was enhanced. It was un-
doubtedly sectarianism that influenced A. S. Webb to write to his
brother and say that he believed the Methodist and Baptist chaplains
did more good than any’others5183

A sobriquet affectionately applied to FReverend Abner C. Hopkins
of the Stonewall Brigade was that of "the fighting chaplain." How-
ever, it was not with the musket nor the cross that he won fame, but
rather with the frying pen. At Mine Run, Virginia, while the men were
busy getting breakfast the enemy attacked them arnd almost caused a
complete withdrawal, but at that moment Chaplain Hopkins leaped forward
and with the frying pan in his hand rallied the men. After the enemy
was driven off breakfast was resum@d.leh

Chaplain P. H. Fontalne officially learned of the recognition
given his work by the War Departﬁsnt when he put in an application for
a transfer to a post at Greensborough, North Carolina, The application
was returned with the following endorsement: “Disapproved. This
officer is faithful, efficient, and has been very successful in
effecting a moral and religious improvement in the Regiment."lgs R, B.
Hudgine certainly tﬁought a lot of the chaplain of his unit. He even

conspired to get him to join his family. In a letter written home he

183, 5. vebb to his brother, July 24, 1863, in Webb lLetters in
Archives of the Horth Carolina Historical Comniasion.

1BLJ. Ogden Murray, "A Fighting Chaplain,” Confederate Veteran,
XXX, 391. :

185%naplain P, i. Fontaine to Seddon, November 12, 1864, in
Adjutant General Office File, National Archives, Washington, D. C.
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informed his cousin Virginia that he had recommended her to his minister
friend and that she should have her "best bib and tuck" ready in case

he ealled on her.l86

¥When a chaplain was beloved by the members of his unit, they
sometimes expressed their feelings toward him by the adoption of
resolutions. The members of the Christian Association of the Twelfth
Regiment, South Carolina Volunteers were so grieved at the resignation
of Reverend J. Munroe Andersoﬁ that at the suggestion of their colonel
they adopted a resolution lamenting that the chaplain had found it
necessary to retire and thanking him for his untiring labor in their
behalf.187

A chaplain in the Confederate army found himself in a very
precarious position. If he sat idly by drawing his pay and doing nothing,
he was certain to be condemned by the men and some of the officers.
If, on the other hand, he was very assiduous and preached often about
death, dammation, and against swearing, drinking, and gambling he would
soon be referred to as "the scourge of the army." His commending
officer would accuse him of making the men unfit for batile by awaking

in them fear of ret.ribu.tion.l88 One hapless chaplain whe delivered a

1865, B, Hudgins to his cousin, March 31, 1863, in Thomas F,
Boatwright Papers, in the Southern Historical Collectlion; University
of North Carolina.

187§outhqu Presbyterian, December 3, 1863.

188pe)4pious Herald, July 17, 1862; Jones, Christ in the Camp,
226"2300
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sermon against swearing found himself at the mercy of his commanding
officer. The colonel charged him with "having teker advantage of his
position to lecture him on swearing," and as a result of this he would

not hear him preach any more.189

What some officers really wanted was a chaplain to serve as an

190

aide-de~camp. Unless such an individual c¢ould be found they allowed

91

the position to remain Vaeant.l If, however, the position were filled

by someone the com-anding officer disliked, he failed to aid and suprort
him and in due time the chaplain found himself forced to reaign;lgz
for his position in the service made him dependent to a large extent
on the support of his commanding officer.

{ne of these officers who refused to provide his men with a
chaplain defended his apparent neglect on the ground that he had no
available quarters for a chaplain., He felt it was his duly to provide
for the physical welfare of his men before the gpiritual, This officer
alsc opposed having divine worship in the camp becauss it disturbed
those who did not wish to hear it. HHe believed the proper place to

have it was out in the woods.l93

189riehmond Christian Advocate, November 6, 1862,

lgoReliggous Herald, February 27, 1862,

191 uthern Christian Advocate, June 11, 1862; Religious Herald,
May 1, 1862,

1925outhern Christian Advocate, February 19, 1863.

1931p14., Harch 10, 1864,
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Of course the above expressed opinions were rather the ex-
ception than the rule, for some officers even though they were irre-
ligious tried to obtain the aid of a chaplain in promoting the efficiency
of their unit.lgh One such officer said that he would rather have the
fassistance of an efficient chaplain than of a Lt, Col. or a Major.®
A chaplain who received marked courtesy and aid from the officers in
forwarding the objective of his mission felt a gemuine love for his
unit. He would feel as did Reverend H. B, Pratt that in spite of all
his inconveniences he would not exchange his regiment for any other.195

Regardless of how appointment was obtalned, however, many
chaplains had ample reason for complaint about the length of time it
took for their com:alssions tc reach them from the War Department.

Reverend Joseph H., Jordan, writing to Secretary of War J. F.
Benjamin on February 6, 1862, related how, since the previous December,
he had been performing all the duties of chaplain for his unit; he had
paid for religious reading for the men and had bought himself a tent
and its furnishings all out of his own pocket. He had been requested
to serve in this capacity by his commanding officer who had also
agsured him that he would experience no difficulty in obtaining the
appointment. The Reverend Jordan sought an imwediate reply as he felt
he had no actual authority to continue as chaplain without an official

commission.l96

1945 uthern Presb terian, August 9, 1862,

1951v14., tay 7, 1863, May 13, 1861,

lgéchaplain Joseph ., Jordan to Secretary of Var J. P. Benjamin,
February 6, 1862, War Department Office File in National Archives,
“washington, D. C,.
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The Most Reverend John Quinlan, Bishop of iobile, wrote to
Secretary of the Navy 5. E. Mallory on January 7, 1863, in behalf of
Father John Bannon. This reverend gentleman had gone to Price‘s army
from his home in St. Louis upon receiving the sarnest entreaty of 1200
Catholic soldiers irn his unit., There he had served about a year with
no remuneration, living upon "the courtesy and generovsity of their
officers" and was at this time $1000 in debt. Bishop Quinlan requested
that Reverend Bannon be officially appointed with his commission ante-
dated as of January, 1862, 197

Eeverend A. S, Worrell had the misfortune to connect himself
with the Thirty-fourth Georgia Eegiment, a unit which, for some time,
was not recognized by the War Department. Reverend Worrell in November,
1862, travelled to Richmond in an attempt to obtain his commission and
those of other officers in Ledbetter's Brigade., le was unable to see
the secretary of war, securing only the promise of his assistant that
the commissions would scon be forwarded. He wrote the secretary on
Fovenber 19, 1362, requesting that he either be sent his commission
or notified that he would not receive i‘b.l98 Apparently, Worrell re-
ceived neither notice, for in Januwary, 1863, he wrote again to request
an appointment. e had served as chaplain to the Thirty-fourth Georgia

since July, 1862, until a few weeks previous when he had severed

197Eishop John GQuinlan to Secretary of Nawvy S. A, HMallory,
Jamuary 7, 1863, S, in Hational Archives, Washington, D. C.

1986haplain A. S. Worrell to Secretary of War George Randolph,
fovember 19, 1862, in War Department Office File in National Archives,
Washington, D. C.
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connections with the regiment and began to publish a paper called The
Soldier's Friend. He felt that by editing this paper and by preaching
to the men in the field and in the hospitals, he was doing as much
good as most chaplains and asked, thersfore, that he be commissioned as
chaplain "with the privilege of preaching and laboring where I ean do
the most good," if this was not prohibited by the legal provisions
for appointing chaplainsul99 Reverend Worrell received his commission
this time, but it was evidently not what he expected. 4 little more
than & year later, May, 1864, he wes agein writing Richmond. This time
he tendered his resignation and wvehemently condemned the position of
chaplain.zoo

The Confederate soldier often accused chaplains of forsaking
him during the winter monti.s for more palatable food and a warmer bed
than they were accustomed to receive in the field. This accusation
seems somewhat Jjustified when we examine the numerous requests from
chaplains for a transfer from the field to a post during the winter
months,

Chaplain L. . Baldwin, Fifth Louisiana Volunteers thought that
ne would be "more useful® at a post in Monroe, Loulsiana, than in his

regizent over the winter of 1862--63,20l Reverend George H, Denny,

lggchaplain A. 8. Worrell to Seddon; January 26, 1863, Var
Department Office File in National Archives, Washingtor, D. C.

oo%orrell to President Jefferson Davis, May 14, 1864, in
Adjutant Cereral Office File in National Archives, Washington, D, C,

201Chaplain L. I, Baldwin to 3eddon, December 10, 1862, war
Department Office File in Hational Archives, Washington, D. C,
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Fiftieth Virginia, felt that a winter spent at a post would give him
the time necessary to prepare sermons as well as to recover fronm
"exposure."202 Chaplain Denry's request was granted but in May, 1864,
he again found his health "feeble" and, since his regiment had been
captured, he asked assignment to a post, which was gr&nted,203 The
Reverend C. H. Atwood, Fifth Alabama Tnfantry Regiment, believed he
could do more good at a post in Union Town, Alabama, aé his wife and
family had just moved thera.aaa

Various reasons, dictated both by duty tc their men and personal
desires, were listed by the chaplains in their requests for furloughs.
Toward the end of the war, January 25, 1864, Chaplain I. W. Miller
applied for a twenty-day leave in order that he micht go to the
countryside surrcunding his post hospital and sesk provisions for the
sick. There were not many patients in his hospital at the tine, but
Feversnd Miller f=ared that when the hospital bscame crowded with the
ill and wounded, the scarcity of food and other supplies would prove a

great difficulty.zos

2020haplain George H. Denny to Cooper, liovember 2, 1863,
Adjutant General Office File in National Archives, Washington, D. C,

| 203penny to Cooper, May 2%, 1864, in Adjutant General Office
File in Mational Archives, Washington, D. C.

20kcpapiain C. H. Atwood to Cooper, Harch 11, 1864, in Adjutant
Ceneral Office Pile in Mational Archives, Washington, D. C.

2OSChaplain d. V. Miller to General Thonas Jordan, January 25,
1264, in Adjutant General Nffice File in MNational Archives, Washington,
Do CO
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Chaplain J, O, A, Cook described & unique problem to Secretary
of War James Seddon on Cchtober 8, 1863, e desired a furlough for
three very good reasons, First, Reverend Cook had been held a prisoner
of war for two months after the army's retreat from Pennsylvania and he
wished a leave in order 1o recruit his health. $eeoﬁd, he wanted to
attend the meeting of the Georgla Conference of his chureh, being held
a2t that same time. Third, he had married the previous March and remained
with his wife five days only.zOé

Chaplain Cook received a twenty-day furlough, but six days
later he wrote his commanding officer, Major Charles J. Moffitt, re-
questing a thirty-day extension. - The hapless man of God had arrived
at his home only to find that his wife had gone to lower Alabama on a
visit to her mother. He feared that hy the tlme she returned, his
furlough would be almost oxpired. The chaplain, therefore, requested
an extension, and he seemed certain that it would be granted for he
appended on his note to the Major a request that his extension should
be forwarded to him and expressed the view that he was sufe Ma jor
Moffitt would sympathize with him,207

And 8o we see that the chaplain was, after all, only human.
It does appear, though, that within himself the reverend gentleman
contained as great a capacity for bravery as did the most valorous
soldier in the army. There were very few chaplains of wvhom it might

be said that courage was not their ocutstanding virtue.

206Chaplain J. 0. A. Cook to Seddon, October &, 1863, War

Department Office File, Natiocnal Archives, VWashington, D. C.

7600k to Major Charles J. toffitt, October 1k, 1863, Adjutant
Gencral Office File in Hational Archives, Washington, D. C,
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This was, however, the case with the chaplain to the Third
Alsbawa Infantry. One of the men in that company wrote his sister
that, "We got into a little row with the Yankee a few days ago and our
parson, deeming, no doubt, that ‘'discretion was the better part of
valor,! took to his heels when the shells commsnced flying aud I have

not seen him since."z()8

Ancther soldier, writing home from Feadw
quarters, Second Army Corps, told how General Jubal Early, on seeing
a man going toward the rear as the battle approached, asked him where
ne was going., He replied, "I am nothing but a posor preacher, sir and
am going to the reapr.” At this the Genersl roared: ™hy, Sir, I
thought you had been praying to get to heaven for fifteen or twenby
years and now you can go there in fiftcen minutes and will not embrace
the epportunity?ﬂ209

In spite of these isolated incidents, the ehaplains, on the
whole, reacted to the stress and straln of the battlefield in a manner
both distinctive and admirable. Ample evidence to support this con-
tention may be found in the official reprorts of their commanding
officers.

General J. F. B, Stuart maintained that the Revererd John

Landstreet, chaplain First Virginia Cavalry, "was as consplcuous for

gallantry and usefulness on the field as he is distinguished for eloquence

20871homas Caffey to his sister Mary, In ‘lontgomery Advertiser,
VMay 9, 1909, publication of "war Letters of Thomas Caffey."

209 cter M. Hairston to Fanny, November 25, 1863, in Peter M,
Hairston Papers, in Southern Historical Collection, iUniversity of
liorth Carolina.
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in the pulpit.."?10 7, 1, Duke, chaplain of the Nineteenth Mississippi
Regiment, was mentioned by his superior, General Carnot Posey, as
having "remained in front ~f his regiment with his musket during the
series of engagements, and mainly directed the movements of the

skirmishers of that regimant."gll

General William A, Quarles felt
that, on one oceasion in particular, J, Y. MeMeily, chaplain Forty-ninth
Termessee Regiment, “exhibited the qualities of the Christian soldier

for f£2llowing the bloodstained path of his regiment, he was every-
vhere to be seen ministering to the thysieal and spiritual comfort of
the dying and the wnunded."zlz Reverend H., T, Sloan, ehaplain, First
Pegiment South Carolina Volunteer Rifles, was mentioned by his command-
ing officer, Colonel J, Fogter Marshall, for.the "faithful discharge of
the duties of his office under great privations and trials,n?t3
General William E, Jories observed of Chaplain Richard T. Davis, Sixth
Virginia Cavalry, that "His example in courage, and his abiding faith
in Providence won the admiration of all,n?lb

Yhen 2 unit marched into battle, the chaplain oceasionally

took an active part in the fighting., One such was the Reverend James
Sinelair, chaplain Fifth North Carolina Regiment, who, at the Battle

of Manassas, acted as lieutesnant colonel. Sinclair led a number of

210nppieial Records, Ser. 1, XI, 573.

2115rp504al Records, Ser. 1, XXV, pt. 1, 873.

2120¢pr1cial Records, Ser. 1, XXiVIII, pt. 3, 933.

2135 pp101a1 Hecords, Ser. 1, XI, pt. 2, 276,

21k0ff;gial Records, Ser. 1, XAV, pt. 1, 116,
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charges, and at the close of the engugement General Longstreet himself
expressed his gratitude, presenting the good chaplain with a sabre
whieh had been cartured from the enemy and inviting him to oceupy a
position on his staff.zls

In the Battle of Chancellorsville Chaplain W. G. Curry found
himself in a position which forced him to make & decision, During the
course of the battle he and a fellow soldier found themselves surrounded
by the enemy. Reverend Curry and his friend made a run for it, but
presently his comrade was hit, The chaplain had to decide whether he
would help the dying soldier and risk capture or death or continue in
his attempt to escape. Curry ran to the help of his companion, lifted
him up and carried him bagk to his own unit, At that moment he did
not realize that his aet of gallantry had not only saved the wounded
soldier's life but his own as well. For the enemy had been so0 moved
by his conduct that they had ceased to fire.216

Another "fighting chaplain® was the Reverend I, T, Tichenor,
Seventeenth Alabama Regiment.217 After the Battle of Shiloh he wrote:
"we were under a cross fire....from three directions. Under it the
boys wavered. I had been wearied and was sitting down, but seeing them
waver, 1 sprang to my feet, took off my hat, waved it over my head,

walked up and down the line, and, as they say 'preached them a sermon,’

I reminded them that it was Sunday. That at that hour all their home

21530uthern Presbyterian, August 10, 1861.

216Hewspaper clipping, in the Curry Family Biographical Folder,

Alabama Department of Archives and History.

“l7Rev. B. F. Riley, History of the Bartists of Alabama (Birming-
ham: FHoberts and Son, 1895), 247.
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folks were praying for them; that Tom Watts éfbolonel of the regimen&?
ssseshad told us he would listen with an eager ear to hear from the
Seventeenth; and shouting /his 7 name loud over the roar of battle, I
called upon them to stand there and die, if need be, for their country,
The effect was evident. INvery man stood to his post, every eye

flashed, and every heart beat high with desperate resclve to conquer
218

r

In the heat of the moment, Reverend I. T. Tichenor made of

or die,"

himself an example to be followed by his men, for he slew a Federal
colonel, a major, and four privates while the whole regiment witnessed
it.219 The chaplain received a slight flesﬂfwbund in this action but
other chaplaina, similarly engaged during strife, suffered more
severely.zzo
Chaplain /later bishop7 John C. Granberry, Eleventh Virginia
Regiment, insisted on staying at the front with ﬁis men.221 At the
Battle of Malvern Hill, he was badly wounded and was left on the field
for dead. i'e later recovered, but lost permanently the sight of one

2
aye. 22 Reverend George G, Smith, chaplain in Phillips' Georgia Legion,

218;0nes, Christ in the Camp, 537; Religious Uerald, May 8, 1862.

295e1igious Herald, May 1, 1862.
22030uth Westemn Baptist, May 1, 1862,

223y, M. Seay, "Bishop John C. Granberry, A Fighting Parson,"
Confederate Veteran, XVIII, No. 7, 322,

222%. H. Morgan, Persopal Heminiscences of the War of 1861-£5
(Lynehburg: J. P, Bell Co., inc., 1911), 137.
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was shot through the neck at the Battle of South Mbuntain;zzs Reverend
L. H. Jones was severely wounded in the Battle of Glorietta while
"bending with a white flag in his hand over the body of a dying
soldier.“azh

After one of the bloody skirmishes of the Battle of Spotsylvania,
Chaplain William B, Owen, Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, had removed
from the field the wounded on both sides, had taken note of the dead
of his regiment, and was gathering addresses of the Federal dead when
his left elbow was shattered by a minie ball, He was rushed to the
field hospital vhere his elbow was resectioned, but his resistance had
been lowered by privation in camp and ceaseless laboring. His wound
proved fatal.?%’

Father Blieml, chaplain, Tenth Ternessee Regiment, was killed
at Joneshoro, Georgia, while administering the last sacrament to a dying
officer.226 In the Battle of Corinth, Chaplain Wm., ¥. Vanderhurst,
Siﬁth Texas Cavalry, went into the charge with his unit and was killed

227

in the slaughter which followed. A chaplain Weller fell at Shiloh

223y, F. Hinman (compiler), G anp end Field 8%3t0he§ of Army
Life Written by Those Who Followed the Flag 1861 ~65 (Cleveland: K. G.
Hamilton Co., 1892), 138,

22h3 uthern Churchman, June 20, 1862; The Church Intellirencer,
June 13, 1862,

225Stiles, Four Years Under Marse Robert, 1463 Southern Christian
Advocate, June 9, 1864,

226J. Pinkney Thompson, "Chaplain of Tenth Tennessee Regiment,"
Confederate Veteran, XXI, No. 12, 593.

2271pid,, XXITI, No. 5, 205,
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in the discharge of his duties.?2® At Monett's Ferry, B. F. Ellison,
chaplain to Madison's Regiment, was mortally wuunded.229

All the trials and tribulations encountered by the chaplain
corps were not met on the battle field. A number of Confederate

chaplains were taken prisoner by the enemyQEBG

On October 22, 1863,

the Southern Christian Advocate reported that fifteen Confederate
chaplains, who were held in Northern prison camps, were being returned, 231
Among those captured during the war were Chaplain L. H, Jones, Fourth
Texas Regimant232 and Chaplain T. McVeight, Second Virglinia Infantry°233
Reverend A. J, Witherspoon, Twenty-first Alabama Volunteers, was captured

after the Battle of Shiloh.zjh According to his own statement, he said

228southern Churchman, June 20, 1862; The Church Intelligencer,
June 13, 1862,

229 fficial Records, Ser. 1, XXIV, pt. 1, 620.

230rhe following is a list of chaplains held prisoner at Camp
Chase and Johnson's Island. The information is taken from: Joe Bar-
biere, Scraps from the Prison Table at Camp Chase & Johnson's Island
(Doyleston, rennsylvania: W. W. H. Davis, 1868). Follow.ng the
chaplain's name appears his unit and the page in this work on which his
name appears. W, H. Adams, Forty-second Tennessee; 358; E. Hogan,
Eleventh Arkansas, 358; R. A. Owens, Forty-sixth Tennessee, 3743 G. B.
Overtown, Second Xentucky, 374; N. J. Taylor, Fourteenth iississippi,
385; A. A. Wilson, Fiftieth Tennessee; R. D. Palmer, Fourth Mississippi,
3743 H. H. Robinson, Third Mississippi; A. J. Witherspoon, Twenty-first
Alabama, 390,

231southern Chrigtian Advocate, October 22, 1863,

2320haplain L, H, Jones o Colonel R. H. Chilton, October 10,
1862, in Adjutant Ceneral Office File in Natiomal Archives, Washington,
D. C.

233co1onel J. W, Allen to Cooper, June 17, 1862 in Adjutant
Ceneral Office Files in lNational Archives, Washington, D. C.

2343, 1, Thornwell, C, P, Pelham and others tc General Beauregard,
June 9, 1862, Adjutant General Office File, in National Archives, Vash-
i_n_gtorl, D. Co
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to his captors: "I had no weapon on the field of battle, but I did
not profess to be a noncombatant, for I ...cheered on my gallant
regiment to the charge on the first batitery taken. I told him that 1
was with my regimert when it captured his guns, and that I encouraged
the men with all my hear%.¢."235

Father Francis X. LeRay was captured on several occasions while
giving the Last Sacrament to dying soldiers on the field. He was al-
ways immediately released,236 whereas other chaplains, such as A. J.
Witherspoon, were forced to remain in prison for as much as five

2
months, 37

2355outhern Presbyterian, August 30, 1862,

236810graphical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana (Chicago,
1892, II, 138; Ella Lonn, Forelgners in the Confederacy (Chapel Hill:
The University of North Garolina Press, 19&05, 43,

237Typed article in Witherspoon Family Blographical Folder,
Alabama State Department of Archives and History; article in Southe
western Presbyterian (New Orleans), l'ovember 1, 1891, in Anderson-
Thornwell Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carolina,



CHAPTER I1I
CLERGY IN SECULAR ROLES

One significant reason for the shortage of chaplains in the
Confedsrate army was the fact that many ministers of the gospel went
into the army as soldiers and officers.l There were, however, a
number of these ministers who later became chaplains.

One of them, the Reverend Telfair Hodgson, who had been study-
ing at the General Theologieal Seminary, volunteered as a private in
the Forty-fourth Virginia Infantry. He was later transferred to the
First Alabama Cavalry and by receiving regular promotions attained the
rark of major, serving on General Joseph Wheeler's staff. In 1864 he
was ordained in the Protestant Episcopal Church and apparently resigned
his ¢ommission in order to become a chapl&in.z Thomas Benton Espy
enlisted as a private in Company A, Thirty-first Alabama Infantry.
¥hen that regiment was reorganized he was elected chaplain and held

that office until the close of the waraa Thomas D. Witherspoon, a

lsouthern Presbyterian, September 21, 1861,

zﬁewspaper clipping in the Hodgson Family Biographical Folder,
Alabama Department of Archives and History.

3C1ipping in the Espy Family Biographical Folder, Alabama
Department of Archives and History.
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Presbyterian minister, entered the army as a private in the Lamar
Rifles, Mississippl Volunteers. Shortly thereafter, he was appointed
chaplain and served in this capacity throughout the wara“ He accepted
the chaplainey only on c¢ondition that he be allowed to shoulder his
musket and take his place alongside the soldisrs in the field.5

One minister in the ranks, Reverend William Thomas, received
appointment to a c¢haplainey in & unique manner. The commander of his
unit, General M, W. Gary, was well known for his profanity and held
that nothing made men obey an order more quickly than "eussing."
This same general had a very low opinion of the courage of "psalm
gingers” bubt in a battle at Campbellts Station in East Tennessee the
plous Thomas gave the general occasion to change his mind.

During this fight, while the generalis forces were retreating,
a man was wounded and fell to the ground. His comrades, in their rush
to safety, left him vhere he fell but when "Psalm singer® Thomas came
along, he knelt beside the dying man to offer a prayer and to take his
last message. Despite enemy fire, the man of God stayed beside his
comrade until the soul left the body. When the enemy saw what was
happening, they ceased fire and Thomas left the battlefleld amld gheers

from friend and foe alike., General Gary complimented him upon his

hBirm;Egpam News, January 17, 1937, in Witherspoon Family
Biographical Folder, Alabama Department of Archlves and liistory,

5Southern Presbyterian, June 8, 1861,
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bravery and the next day issued an order making him chaplain for "dis~-
tinguished piety on the battlsfield."6

Reverend T, H. Dawvenport earned for himself the position of
chaplain while in prison. He had entered the Third Termnessee Regiment
as a private and after the engagements around Fort Donelson was taken
prisoner. While in prison he preached tc and prayed with his regiment.
wWhen the prisoners were released and reorganized their unit, they
elected Davenport chaplain of the regiment.7

In some cases ministers in the ranks were detailed to serve as
chaplaina.8 If such a minister filled the position competently,
chances were that his commanding officer would request his appointment
to the chaplainey. Colonel D, W. Jones wrote of Private R, C. Arm-
strong: ".,.he enlisted as a3 private in the ranks and has,;.faibh~
fully performed his duties as a soldier...In the meantime by his
eonsistent courage and devotion to his religious duties has gained
for himself the respect of his command; he...has been acting in the
capacity of chaplain, his course has met the approbation of the men
and officers of my command.,..., and it is thelr general wish that he

have the position which I seek for him,.."?

6U R. Brooks, Butler and His Cavalry in the War of Secession
(Columbia, S. C., The State Company, 1909, 437-38,

7Southern Christian Advocate, Wovember 27, 1862,

850uth Western Baptist, June 25, 1863,

9Colonel . W. Jones to Secretary of War, October 4, 1863,
MS. in War Department Office File, in Natlonal Arcnives.
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There is no way of kmowing how often such requests were granted.
Irn one case, however, Colenel W, F. Tucker requssted that Sergeant H. S,
Archer of the Commissary Demrtment be commissioned as chaplain of the
Forty-first tississippi Kegiment. The request was returned with the
following statement from the Secretary of War: "It is against the
poliey of the department to take persons from the ranks and make non-
combatants of them. iInless the applicant is unfit for field service
in the ranks, the apprlication is disapproved,"lo The Reverend Archer
felt that he was being discriminated against for he confided to his
diary that such a2 ruling deprived him of eligibility for promotion, a
N ! 11 :
privilege to which all men in the ranks were sntitled.
Tt is probable that this was not an isolated case for on April
19, 1864, Colonel William P, Johnston of the Adjutant General's Office,
replying to a letter wriiten by a committee of ministers regarding the
same question stated:
The President has receivsd your letter of March 9, and
directs me to express to you his deep sense of the im~
portance of regular and earnest religious instraction
and consolation to our brave soldiers. He does not
presuse to doubt the necessity of chaplaing in full
number and knows of no bar to the promotion of such
from the ranks. on the other hand, he considers the
spirit that prompts ministers to volunteer as privates
in the ranks and serve their country in so glorious
and trying a position as an earnest of thelr fitness
for the duties of chaplain, where knowledge of the

wvants as well as zesal for the good of the soldier is
required., The presence of & large nwiber of these

1OColonel w, F. Tucker to Secretary of ¥War, April 19, 1864,
MS, in YWar Department Office File, in National Archives.

llH. S. Archer, Miemfiln diary, in the SGouthern Historical
Collection, University of North Carolina, entry of March 25, 1864,
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devoted men in the ranks of ihe army has contributed
greatly to elevate and purify the religlous tone and
sentiment of our gellant scldiers, and while it may not
be possible to provide for all of these as chaplains,
thus rendering necessary a discrimination as to their
claims, no intention exists to preclude them from re-
ceiving the sanction and countsnance of law, in their
honorable efforts, by Promotion.ccsssscssssssssscaccs
Conversely, other members of the clergy resigned their chap-

laincies for the purpose of raising new companies of fighting msnlB
or of accepliing a higher, more munificent rank“:u‘L The Reverend Marcus
G. William entered the army as chaplain of the Third Tennessee. When
his compission expired he raised a company, the Ninth Alabama Cavalry,
and was made capta.in.l5 Eeverend Robert Mclain served as a private
until he was appointed chaplain to the Fourteenth fississipri voluntesrs.
When the Thirty-seventh Fegiment was organized he was elected colonel
and he was acting as brigadier-general tc the Fourth Brigade when he

16 peverend William A. Crocker

received a wound which: proved fatal.
of the Methcdist Protestant Church resigned his chaplaingy in order to

esteblish an Intelligence Offlce, the purpose of which was to provide

lzcolonel William Preston Johnston to a comnitiee of Reverends
C. H. Otkin, J. B. Chapnan and W. Moouney, April 19, 1854, MS. in
Adjutant Gensral Office File, in lNational Archives.

l3‘1‘. 7. Jordan to J. P. Benjamin, February 22, 1862, MS, in
War Departme-t Office File, in National Archives.

Uporter Thompson (ed.), History of the Orphan Brigade (Louis-
ville, 1898}, 533~34.

15Biographical sketch in the William Family Bilographlcal Folder,
Alabama Department of Archives and llistory.

1échristian Dbserver, November 20, 1862.
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information regarding sick and wounded soldiers,l? Reverend J. Je
MeMahon resigned his chaplainey in Floyd's Brigade %o accept & promotion
to aolonsl.18

Reverend William D. Chadick of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church served as a chaplain until October 29, 1861, when he was offered
tre position of major in an Alabama unit. About a year later he was
promoted to first lieutenant colonel and chief of staff to Governor
Q. G. Shorter of Alabaua. While in command of North Alabams forces,
on one occasion, Colonel Chadick was badly in need of additional forces.
Ye sent into the hills of northern Alsbama for them, and they came
70ld and young, mounted on old horses, colts, end mules, and, as it
was cold, and blankets scarce, every nman of them brought & bed quilt,
and, as all these quilts were of different colors, Colonel Chadick's
‘bed quilt regiment' bacane known as one of the most ‘'grotesque pictures?
zf the war."19
For a chaplain to be raised to a highsr military rank was
generally considered a2 promotion; however, Revererd Fountain E. Pitts,
colonel Sixty~first Tennessee Regiment was said to prefer the office
of chaplain to that of colonel as his command was "eonferred upon him

wit-out desire on his part,"20

17Re1;g;oua Herald, July 10, 1862.
18¢orth Carolina Presbyterian, September 27, 1862,

19peverend fall, "The Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Alabaua
During the Civil War,® in H:11 Collection, Map and Manuseript Division,
Alabama Department of Archives and History.

zoSoutharq Christian Advogate, January 7, 186L.



85

Father John Bannon, chaplain to a company of "fighting Irish®
from Missouri, was forced to glve up his chaplainey to assune a role
unique for a clergyman., The young priest was sent as emissary to Rome
for the purpose of corvineing the Papacy of the wisdom of extending
recognition to thé Confederac¢y. Father Bannon in his report to the
President indicated thét he felt his mission had been sucoessful,
though later dewvelopments proved th#t he had been overly optimistie.zl

A considerable portion of Southern Christendom disapproved
strenuously of their ministers donning the military garb, shouldering
the musket and marching off to the wars. Y. Duncan, in a letter of
June 26, 1361, objected in the following vei% to Pishop Polk's appoint-
ment as Major General: "Bishop Polk & Major Generall!! Whew! We
must ask for a like appointment for Bishop Elliott and why not Bishop
Acsont Palmer? iliss Julia will propose Bishop Talmadge! But he 1s
too old and infirm. His wife woild make a better General,"<?

Expressions of this disapproval are found in lebters to the

23

editors of religious periodicals. However, as a rule, ths churches
in their official capacity recognized that a man was no less a citigen

of his country because he was a minister of the gospel, They, therefore,

21Albert C. Danner, "Father Bamnon's Secret Mission," in

Confederate Veteran, XXVII, MNo. 5, 180,

22, Duncan to G, Barnsley, June 26, 1861, in Barnsley Gollection,
Emory University Library.

23peligious Herald, July 16, 1863; Churgl; Intelligencer,

August 2, 1; Southerr Presbyterian, September 7, 1851.




86

encouraged each ministsr to decide for himself whether or not he should

actually take up arms.m*

Although members of the clergy engaged "in the regular discharge
of ministerial dutiea” were officially exempt from military sarviue,.2 5
innumerable soldiers of the Gress felt called upon to come to the defense
of their eountry.zé Some, such as the Reverend Thomas J, Beard, felt
the call so strongly that in spite of deliecate health and almost certain
death from the hardships of camp life, they enlisted in the ra.nks.,zv
The Reverend L. W. Allen though over fifty years of age, requesied
permission to raise a company of men all over forty-five or under
eighteen "to act as guides, scouts, guards of baggage or tmnsporbabiom“%

Others who found themselves reluctant to leave their religious

vocations felt as did General Leonidas K. Polk. The reverend general

%outhem Pms%%g‘ s September 7, 1861; S outhex_'g Chg%sgigg
Advocate, January 16, 1862; The Church Intelligencer, July 25, 1861,
250f£icial Records, Ser. 4, I, 1081,

2byrs, Earskine Lay to "Bro, Henry,® April 30, 1861, in Lay
Papera, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolinaj
The Central Presbyterian (Riehmond), March 2, 1863; Southern Christian
Advocate, November 27, 1862; Historical Magazine of the Protestant
Episcopal Church (New Brunswisk, N, J.j, IX, No. 1, 357 James A,
Anderson, Centennial History of Arkansas Methodism (Benton, Arkansas,

27Reverend Francis Hanson, MS. diary in Map and Manuseript
Division, Alabana Department of Archives and History, entry of April
2, 1862.

28; y, Allen to Secretary of War George Randolph, March 25,
1862, M3, in War Department Office File, in Natlonal Archives, Washing-
ton, D. C,
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considered going to war in the same 1light as a man who, finding his
house on fire, realiges he mmst use every weapon within his grasp to
pat it cmi'.,,29 As early as August 31, 1861, the North Carclina Presby-
terian reported that in one of the Georgia regiments there were fourteen
ministers of the Gospel. U It was said that in 1863 there could be
found in the Army of Tennessee alone over one hundred ministers - about
fifty serving as chaplains and fiﬁy more in the ranks as naldisrs.31
Though some bemoaned the fact that there were probably enough ministers

32

in the ranks to fill every vaeant chaplain's post,”” others welcomed

the salutory effect which a strong religious element in the ranks
would have on eamp life.”

Evidence seems to point up the fact that when a minister donned
the military garb he did not necessarily shed his slerical raiment,
Because he left his accustomed field of endeavor, his labors were not

automatically lost to the Lordts cauae.ﬂ" Some soldiers of the cross

served in the dual capacity of both chaplain and soldier. One of these

william M, Polk, Leonidss Polk Bishop and Genersl (New Yorks:
Longmans, Green and Co., 1493), 11, 206.

30’:‘:0\11;1:31':1 Presbyterian, August 31, 186L.

BISouthem Christian Advocate, November 5, 1863.
321bid.

3389njazrd.n W. Jones, Under the Stars and Bars - %OH;at.og of the

Surry Light Artillery (Richmond: E, Waddey Co., 1909) s 80; Southern
sytarian, Auguet 17, 1861,

3h3ournal of the Proceedings of the Seventy Fourth Annual Con-
vention of or P tea t Episcopal urch in South rolina on the 11
and 12th of Feb s !Clmrlea*bon, 1863), 52.
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was the Reverend James C, Sturgam.” Another was Reverend William
C. Gray, later bishop of southern Florida, who was known ae a “fighting
parson” and was "proud of his record as a soldier, as he also was of
his cross which was bestowed on him by...the youngest grandaughter of
President Da.vis.“%

Still others, such as Oaptain Larkins of the Twenty-seventh
North Carolina Regiment and Sergeant Chandler, Forty-fifth Tennessee,
stood ready to aid the chaplains of their units in conducting prayer
meeting and providing other neceassary support.”

In units which had no regular ehaplain, the clergy militant
frequently filled a great need by making religious privileges available
to the men., The Third Regiment North Carclina State Troops had ministers
of the Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian denominations in its ranks,
and they joined together to conduct prayer meetings for the entire
unit.38 Four ministers of the gospel, attached tc the Fourth North
Carolina Regiment, administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper when
they felt that a battle was drawing mam3 7 4 soldier of the Twenty-

third Regiment, Alabama Volunteers, wrote home that though his regiment

35“}iemrial of Rev, J. G. Sturgeon," MS, in Sturgeocn Biographical
FPolder, Alabama Department of Archives and History.

36"Bfmhcp W. C. Gray, A Confederate Chaplain,® in Confederate
Vete » XVIII, No. 13, 173.

37Capt.ain James A, Graham to his mother, April 8, 1864, in
James A. Graham Letters, in Southern Historical Collection, University
of Horth Carolina; Southern Christian Advocate, May 19, 1864.

3930uthem Presbyte , September 21, 1861,
39&(&., July 6, 18610
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had no regular chaplain, two of its captains, one lieutenant, and two
privates were ministers and were always ready to preach and to pray so
that the need of a chaplain was not too graat.w

Indeed, it seems that soldiers of the Cross and the (Uonfederacy
were always willing to preach and to pray for the lost.*’ Captain
T. D. MeCall, Twenty-third Alabama, did so much preaching toward the
last of the war that Bishop J. Andrew named him ¢haplain, though he
was never effieiaily recognized as suehohz Private P, G. Jenkins,
Protestant Episcopal Church, held regular Sunday services for his
e*::.u;nrmiels.[‘"3 Reverend W. R, Stilwell, Fifty-third, Georgia, held

Wednesday svening prayer meetings and preached whenever called sm.‘"JEL

Captain E. J, Willis, Forty-fifth Virginia Regiment, baptized eonvarts,w
When a Captain Phillips was unable to preach because of bronchitis,

6
Thomas A. Sharpe recorded his regrets in his diary.a Another soldier,

hOrpsq,, Janvary 11, 1862.

bly, s, Aroner, diary, microfilm diary at Vanderbilt University
Library, entry of March 12, 1863.

b24yabama Christian Advocate, December 10, 1908, elipping in
Selma Biographical Folder, Alabama Department of Archives and History.

A35ournal of the Proceedings of the Sevenity Fourth A

Conventi@ of the Protestant Episcopal 1 Churgh in South Carolina on the
and 12th of Feb , 1863, 52.

bhi111am R, Stilwell to Mrs. Stilwell, Mareh 15, 1863, in
"Letters of Confederate Soldiers,” V (unnumbered page), Georgia Depart-
ment of Archives and History.

”5Thomas, NHemoirs of Joseph P. Thomas, 9,

MThomaa A. Sharpe, MS. diary in Georgia Department of Archives
and History, entyy of August 26, 186L.
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James H. Kerrykendall, confided to his journal that the progress of
religion in his unit was being impeded besause, although there were two
Baptist parsons in the ranks, they were embarrassingly ignorant of the
,Se:r-ipimres‘."'7

When Reverend Captain L. M. Davis found his regiment, the Twelfth
Louisiana, composed of wild and reckless young men, he began to hold
prayer meetings and he organiged a Bible class, By April 1, 1865,
over 100 of these previously high-spirited soldiers had become
professors of the faith.&s Colonel Robert Melain, a Presbyterian
minister, ingtituted in his command, the Thirty-seventh, Mississippi
Volunteers, the custom of prayers at Sunday evening dress paradeuh9
Through the efforts of Captain Thomas H, Jordan, a revival of religion
spread through his squadron of cavalry.50 Colonel Lewis M. Ball,
Forty-first Mississippi, led his troops through fierce fighte by day
and preached to them at night. It was said he would go into "a great
river or a little creek with his military dress and baptize the

votaries of his faith." '

l"7.)'emms Hampton Kerrykendall, typescript diary in Kerrykendall
Papers, Archives Collection, Library of the University of Texas, entry
of December 17, y=ar not indicated.

4Bpne Soldier's Paper (Richmond), April 1, 1865,

thouthe;g Christian Advocate, June 25, 1863,

50uinutes of the Georgla Annusl Conferenge of the lethodist
Episcopsl Church South Held in Columbus, Ga., November 25 o December
2, 2 Colu;nbus, Gay)’ 5"'70

13, B. Brown, "Fighting Confederate Parsons," in (onfederate
Veteran, XViI, Yo. 11, 541-42.
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There are many refsrences in letters, diaries and papers of
the period to other men in the ranks who conducted religious services.
However, the information given leaves a question as to whether or not
these men were actually ministars.ﬁa

Lists of distinguished officers in the Confederate army contain
& considerable number of the alergy; These higher-ranking soldiers
gave much thought to the position in whiech they found themselves in
this worldly army. General William Kelson Pendleton wrote in his
Jourmal, *...When I contemplate my own part in the struggle hers my
feelings are solemn, yet trustful and hopeful,...But as I do not delight
in war and would not hurt the haiy of the head of any human being save
under convietion of public duty; as by prayer, pleadings, and ex-
pestulation I have earnestly tried for peace, so I trust the blessing
of the peace-maker will not be denied me.“SB

Having decided to take up the sword, these military clergymen
did not hesitate to bring the Croes into camp. General Pendleton,
who was an Episcopalian minister, wrote to his brother-in-law on May
25, 1861: "I do noit Imow of any coupany where the assoclations and
influences are as good as in mine., I have prayers at reveille and
roll-ecall every morning, and in my guarters every night for such

officers and men as may choose to attend, and on Sunday I shall regularly

525outhern Presb terian, August 31, 1861; John Wood to his
aunt, October 27, 1861, in *"Diaries and Letters from Confederate
Soldiers,® IV, 93, Georgia Department of Archives and History; John F.
Sale, MS. diary in Virginia State Library, entry of July 17, 1864.

535ugan P. lLee, Memoirs of William Nelson Pendleton, D. D.,
Bri ersGegeral, Co S. A. (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincot Company,
1893}, 236.
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Sk That the general carrled out his intention to preach often

preaech,®
is clearly demonstrated by the number of times soldiers, in writing
home, mentioned having heard himu55

Pster W. Hairston wrote to his wife, after attending one of
Pendleton's services: ",,.Jt was a singular sight to see those sun-
burnt soldiers kneeling with their sabres and pistols girt sround
them and responding to the services as their warrior captain went
thro! them and all seemed to feel it as he prayed to save and deliver
us from the hands of our enemies,..,"

When revivals of religion swept through the Army of Northern
Virginia, it was =aid that Pendleton was not only engaged in them but
that he actually led the movemant.57

The general expressed hi& guiding motives as being, "to do my

duty, honor God, and do what good service I can in the double capacity

Sh1bid,, Lil.

SSJames Simpson to Mrs, Simpson, April 22, 1863, in James
Simpson Collection, Maps and Xanuscripts Divieion, Alabama Department
of Archives and History; George M., Heese, MS. diary in Virginia State
1ibrary, entry of October 25, 1863; William M. Routt to dear Bettie,
September 6, 1863, iS. in Confederate Museum, Richmond; James F:oter
Williams to his sister, Deceunber 9, 1864, MS. in Division of Rare
Books and Manuseripts, Universlty of Virginia; William R. 3tilwell to
Mrs. Stilwell, May 28, 1863, in "Letters of Confederate Soldiers,”
V (unnumbered page), Georgia Departrnent of Archives and History.

56peter W. Hairston to Mrs. Hairston, no menth, 1861, in
Hairston Letters, Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carclina.

57Jenninga C. Wise, The Long Arm of(L@@ or the History of the
Artillery of the Army of Northern Vir Lynehburg: J. P, Bell
Company, 1915), I, 430.
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of soldier and minister of Christ.“5s This double capacity involved
him in at least one awkward ineident. The story is told that the Sunday
after the Battle of Manassas, in which Pendleton's men had partieipated,
he was riding through the woods toward the part of the camp where he
was to preach, when he came upon four Negro boys engaged in playing
eards, "Boys," he asked them, "do you think that is a good way for
you to be spending Sunday?" Looking up, one of them answered, "Mister,
t'ain't half so bad as what you done last Sunday M>7

Though Pendleton did all within his power to bring religion to
the men, his efforts did not alweys meet with their approbation.
Private James H, Alexander recorded in his disry an incident which
caused considerable difficulty in Pendleton'!s command throughout the
months of January, February, and March of 1862, It ssems that the
general wished t> build a chapel in which he could preach ton his
regiment, He, therefore, issued orders, detailing men for that purpose.
Some of the men resented this, They signed a protest to the effect
that Pendleton *"had no right to deteil for this purpose ~-—-forced
labor was not the proper sort by which to bulld a chureh ——they were

not Episcopalian a church was not a military neeessity and they

had had hard work enough for the present in building their own houses,®
This petition they sent t: tha general. Pendleton replied that he
#*had no desire to interfere with any maen's freedom of cons¢ience, but

at the same time the work MUST BE DONE and WORSHIP ATTENDED unless

5816, Memoirs of William Nelson Pendleton, 143.
591bid,, 153.
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better reasons eould be shown to the contrary.® Private Alexander and
tie other men were still not satisfied. They took the document to
Headquarters and consulted with some of the officers who expressed
the opinion that the men were right, their commanding officer was
wrong, and they would be justified in sending the protest over Pendle-
ton's head. This was done and in due time the Inspector General
"indorsed on the protest that it was properly forwarded over Pendlebon's
head and that he had no right either to make men build a church or go
to one."60

It may have been that Pendleton was wrong, but, as he confided
to his journal, he endeavored only to be "a faithful scldier of the
Cross, while trying also to be a useful socldier® to the Gonfedaracy.61

Of General Leonidas K. Polk, Episcopal bishop of Louisians,
it was said that "the Parson decidedly predominates over the General
in the Bishop's appearance and manner."éz This illustrious churchman,
63

who was commissioned a major general at the beginning of the war,

was killed on June 14, 1864, by a Union sharpahootar.6h During his

60Jamas H. Alexander, MS. diary in Manuseript Department, Duke
University Library, entry of January 22, 1862 to February 28, 1862,

61Lee, Memoirs of Willism Nelson Pendleton, 236.

6zwalter Wilcox to his cousin, January 28, 1864, in James M,
Wileox Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University Library,

6350uthern Presbyterian, July 13, 1261,

6hGeneral Order from General J. E. Johnsten, Headquarters,
Army of the Mississippi, on June 14, 1864, in William D. Gale Collection,
Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina; Robert
Selph Henry, The Story of the Confederacy (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-
Merrill Company, 9313 T385-86; "Fighting Confederate Parsons," in
Confederste Veteran, XVII, Nos 8, 391,
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days of service, however, he had expended his clerical efforts on other
officers of equivalent rank, having baptized Generals Hood, Hardee
and Joseph E. Johnston,"” Hven in the midst of battle General Folk
retained his ecclesiastical dignity. It was said that, "Major Genersl
Frank Cheatham was known throughout the arm for his rallying cry to
his Tenressee division: #tGive *em hell, boys, give 'em helll'" The
Bishop Ceneral, in a moment of stress, encouraged the samce division
by a simple paraphrase: "'Give 'em what Cheatham says, boys, give 'em
what Cheatham says!‘“66

Brigadier CGeneral M. P, Lowery of Cleburne's Division was
another officer who brought Christ's cause to samp. Numerous references
are made, by soldiers and ctaplains alike, to his preaching and baptig-

ng activit.ies.67

Major R. L. Dabney, Presbyterian divine and chief of staff to
"Stonewall® Jackson, preached whenever the opportunity presented it-
self. On one cccasion he preached on "Special Providence” and expounded
strong Presbyterian doctrine when he said: %Men, you need not be trying
to dodge shot or shell or minnie, Xvery one of these sirikes just

where the Lord permits it to strike, and nowhere else;, and you are

651p1d.
6(’Henry, Story of the Confederacy, 386.

67South Western Baptist, May 19, 18643 Jc)fwa, Christ in the
Camp, 561; Southern Christian Advocate, June 11, 1863; Bennett, A

-

Narrative of the General Revival which Prevailed in the Southern
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perfectly safe where the missiles of death 1y thickest until Jehovah
permits you %o be striak@n."ég

As these olergy militant, both distinguished officers and men
in the ranks, fulfilled their duties as soldiers of the Cross, just
so were they consecientious about fulfilling their obligations as
soldiers of the Confederaey., Many became famous for their gallantry
uponn the battlefield and earned enviable mllitary records for them-
selves. A minister of thisz type was the Reverend Dabney Ball. Ball
saw service as a first lieutenant in a company of mounted riflemen. He
was then appointed chaplain of the First Virginia Cavalry. Subse-
quently he was named %o the vogition of chief of staff to Gemeral

69

Stuart. It is related that at the first battle of ¥Manassas Chaplain

Ball, while sitting on his horse, fired his pistol at the enemy until

70 Por his action in this battle he received an officisl

it was empty,
commendation from his commanding officer, the then Colonel J, E. B,
Stuart.71 Then there was the Reverend James NMeNell, major Sixty-third
Cavalry Regiment, who received a wound while leading a charge in the

fighting at Middleburg, Virginia,'=

68Jones, Christ in the Camp, 252; Southern Churchman, Yay 9,

1862,

69pabney Ball to President Jefferson Davis, MS. in Adjutant
General (ffice File, in Mational Arechives, Washington, D. C.

704. W. Blackford, War Years with Jeb Stuart, (New York:
C. Beribner's Sons, 1945), 91-92.

Tofrieial Regords, Ser. 1, II, 48h.
723outhern Christian Advocate, July 16, 1863,
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A number of clergymen made the supreme sacrifice in line of
duty.”® Among these was Captain A. B. Renfro, who in the Battle of
Chickamauga was killed while he and five othera attempted to raise the
¢olors of the regiment,7k Begides Renfro there is reason to believe

that at least ten other ministers died in hattla.75

730f£fieial Records, Ser. 1, XXXVITI, pt. 3,915; Christian
Advocate, August 8, 186l; “Chaplains Killed in the Field,"% in Confederate
Veteran, XXIII, No. 2, 86; Southern Presbyterian, March 8, 1862; General
Order from General J. E, Johnston, Headquarters, Army of the Hispissippi,
June 14, 1864, MS, in William D, Gale Collection, in Southern Historical
Collection, University of Worth Carclina.

Thaghaplains Killed in the Field," in Confederate Veteran,
XXIII, Yo, 2, 86.

75The following are the names of clergymen who vere killed on
the field of battle., There may be others who also laid down their
lives; however, in my rssearch only these listed have gome to my
attention: General Leonidas K. Polk, Lieutenant Archibald D. Manning,
Captain Dabney Carr Harrison, Peyton Harrison, N. D. Renfroe, Captain
G. Brady, Major James i{. Campbell, race Rindley, James Y. Griffing,
Columbus W. Howard, and A. B. Henfrc,



CHAPTER IV
THE WARKIOR'S WORSHIP

Religious services of all kinds were held in the army camps
and on the battle field. There were preaching services, communion
services, prayer meetings, funerals and even weddings. Despite the
desolation of war cupid!s effect was not destroyed, and there are
occasional references to a ¢haplain performing a marriage @eramony.l

One such military wedding was conducted in this fashion; the
chaplain, opening the Bible, commanded: "Close upl" "iHand to your
partner." "Attention to orders " He then read aloud, "By order of
our directive of General Braxton Bragg, I hereby solemnly pronounce
you man and wife, for and during the war, and you shall cleave unto
each other until the war is over, and then apply to CGovernor Watts for
a family right of publie land in Pike, the former residence of the
bridegroom, and you and each of you will assist to muliiply and re-—

plenish the earth.n?

1John A. Harris to "a kind widower," May 16, 1862, in possession
of Dr. Bell I. Wiley, taory University.

21“. G, DeFontainre, (sompiler), Marginalias or, Gleanings from
an Army Note Book (Columbia, S. C., 1864, 219,

98
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A much more frequently performed religious service was the
funera1,3 for whenever time and place permitted, soldlers of the
Confederaey were buried with military honors, the drum and musket
assisting.h One such funeral was held in a Catholic cemetery near
Horfolk, Virginla. After the burial service had been read, the company
fired four shots and tlen left their comrade to sleep his long sleep.
Henry Graves wrote that this was "the most touchingly solemn sight®
he had ever beheld.s

Another impressive service was one conducted by Chaplain James
H. M'Neilly following the Battle of Bzra Churech, July 22, 1864, The
parson wanted two of the dead men to be buried where they might be
found after the war, so he secured permission from a resident of
Atlanta to bury the men in his baeck yard. There the chaplain read the
funeral service and led those attending in prayer and singing - and

6
all this at midnight,

3John Collins McCabe to Mrs. A, F. Hopkins, Novenber 19, 1861,
MS, in Maps and Manuscript Division, Alabama Demmrtment of Archives
and History; Southern Christian Advocote, August 18, 1864,

aU. T. Hanks, "Account of Civil War Experience," 13, photostat
in Archives Collection, Library of the University of Texas; William
J. Whatley to his wife, September 21, 1862, photostat in Whatley
correspondence, Archives Collection, Library of the University of Texas.
5Henny Graves to his Aunt Hattie, "Letters from Confederaste
Soldiers,” 1T, 210, in Georgla Department of Arghives and History,

6Ja.mss He MeNeilly, "A Day in t-e Life of a Confederate
Chaplain,® in Confederate Veteran, WAVI, No., 11, 471,
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Christians throughout the army rejoiced when an opportunity to
partake of the Lord!'s Supper was made available to ther.’ This was
particularly true when a battle was imminent, HMany felt with Colonel
William D. Pender that "I should like once more to parteke of that
®eans of grace, although I feel totally nnwmrthy,"g and this thought
contributed to making it a solemm experience for all_coneernadogr
Members of one regiment were so impressed with their communion service
that they felt "that they were prepared to receive the great reviewing
officer if they together with the world were marshalled before Him, w10

In the Twenty-seventh Virginia Regiment the congregation stood
in the open alr in a circle around their chaplain to receive the
bread and wine. Brigadier General Elisha F, Paxton observed that "the
whole assembly wore such an air of seriocusness and devotion as I have
seldom witnessed befbre."ll

Administration of the Sagrament in camp raised a question in

the mind of devout Baptiata.12 Some assumed that since closed (ommanion

75, C. Haskell to his mother, September 13, 1863, in A. C,
Haskell Papers, in Soubhern Historieal Collection, University of North
Carolina.

aﬁ. . Pender to his wife, April 27, 1862, in VW, D, Pender
Papers, in Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina,

9Southern Presbyterisn, July 6, 1861.

1056uthern Christian Advocate, August 14, 1862; Southern
Churchman, August 22, 1862,

llPaxton, Jemoir and Memorials ~ Flisha Franklin Paxton,
Brigadier General, C. 5. A., 96.

12 thomas F. Eostwright to his wife, April 19, 1863, in T, F.
Boatwright Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carolina,
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was impossible, participating in open Communion was better than nothing,
and they proceeded accordingly,13 During one service, "Stonewsall"
Jackson himself administered the Sacrament and invited all Christians
to partake. A very strict Baptist wes in the congregation, and his
indecision was apparent to all, However, "the occasion and the man
who presided overcame his scruples® and he partieipated in the service, 1

It seems that the religious seruples of some extended even to
the battle field, for Captain James I. Hall tells how the men in his
sompany of the Fifth Tennessee Volunteer Regiment chose to "Remember
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy,” and thus, took a chance with their
very lives, rather than violate the sanctity of the Sabbath,

After sundown one Saturday evening during the battle around
Dalton, men up and down the trenches decided they had better dig all
night in order to protect themsélies better against the bombardments
vhich they felt sure would follow the next day. The men of Captain
Hall's Company decided to dig until midnight, at which time they ceased
their labor, loaned their pick and shovel to a neighboring company,
and went to sleep.

The next day the enemy batteries pounded the Confederate lines
unmercifully. When the enemy was forced to cease fire in order to

allow his guns to ccol off, Captain lHall's Company toock advantage of

13¢, W. Roberte, MS, diary in Mississippil Department of Archives
and History, entry of May 23, 1864.

Y erontaine, Marginalia; or, Gleanings From an Army llote Book,

9.
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the opportunity to hold its regular Sundey Bible reading and prayer
meeting service.

Later in the afterncon firing was resumed and these men soon
heard an outery from the gompany which had borrowed their pick and
shovel the night before, A solid ball had plerced the sarth and
passed through the men lying on the bottom of their trench., Two had
been killed and one was wounded. From midnight until daybreak of
that Sunday this company had dug two feet deeper into the ground,

Had they stopped at midnight, the ball would have passed harmlessly
beneath their trench. As it was, these men had spent 2 part of the
Sabbath Day digging their own graves. Captain Hall eunsidered this as
a "wonderful Providence,"’

There are many instances recorded in which whole regimente
kneit in prayer on the battlefield.16 Je F. Js Caldwell desoribed
one such event which occurred immediately before the Battle of the
Wilderness. Chaplain Frank Mullaly of Orr's Rifles held prayers and
"it was one of the most impressive scenes I ever witnessed, On the
left hand thundered the dull battle; on the right the sharp crack of
rifles gradually swelled to equal importance; above was the blue,

placid heavens; around us a varied landscape of forest and fields,

lSCaptain James I, Hall, "Notes of the War, 1864," II, 21-24,
These are handwritten notes in two notebooks in Southern Historical
Collection, University of North Carolina.

1680uthern‘?ggsbx§erian, August 17, 1861,
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green with the earliest foliage of spring; and here knelt...browned
veterans shriving for another struggle with death, 17

Special hardships were felt by the Jewish scoldiers who wanted
to worship while in the army. They were seldom able to attend services
of their own religion. On one ogcasion the Reverend M, J. Michelbacher
of the House of Love in Richmond wrote the commanding generals request-
ing them to grant furloughs to the Jewish soldiers in the army near
Riehmond so that they might attend the Passover Festival and High Holy
Days Services., These requeste were reluctantly denied in view of
imminent military moves which precluded the possibility of furloughing
an entire group of men at one time,

Some of the Jewish soldiers felt that it was better to attend
Christian services than none at all, especially if they were not made
the objeets of attempted proselyting, Henry Beck recorded in his diary
his attendarce on Sunday services almost every week while he served
in the Army of Northern Virginia. ©Solomon Emanusl of Dalton, Georgia,
wrote to his mother that the chaplain of his unit had Ypreached a very
interesting sermon suitable to the times and the oceasion® on the Cone

federate fast day, April 8, 136&.19

17;, 7. J. Caldwell, Gregs's Seuth Carolina Brigsde (Phila~
delphia: King and Baird, 1866), 27,
lssertram W. Korn, rican Jewry and the Civil Way (Phila-
delphia: The Jewish Publication Society of Amerieca, 1951), 93-94,

lbig., 96-97.
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Prayer meetings were probably the most frequently held type of
service, if not the best attended, Letters of Confederate soldiers
abound with references to the great number of prayer meetings. These
meetings were not held in accordante with any specific liturgy. They
required no eloguent preacher to ¢onduct them, they could be long or
short, held in a chapel, in a woods or in a private tent. This serviece,
since it only required the presenge of a few God-loving souls and an
individual with the will to lead in prayer, was adaptable to any and
all eircumstances.

A very vivid and picturesque description of a prayer meebing
is furnished by George M, Neege, He tells of a meeting held just
after sunset. The chaplain stands in front of his tent, and sitting
arcund him on the ground in a semicircle were the men eager to hear
the word of God, The only light furmished was that provided by two
eandles.zo Sometimes these meetings were held around a eampufireozl
If a minister or professor of religion were present he usuvally opened
the meeting with a short commentary on some part of the Bible.22 The
leader of the meeting or some member of the congregation then led his

brethren in prayer. Prayer meetings were nearly always characteriszed

by hym singing.?

2OGeorge M, Neese, M8, diary, in Virginia State Library, entry
of June 22, 1862; Heese, Three Years in the Confederate Horse Artillery,
78.

2lgouthern Presbyterian, September 21, 1861,

22,4114am R. Stillwell to Mrs. Stillwell, September 7, 1863,
March 15, 1863, April 28, 1863. Typescript copy in "Letters of Confederate
Soldiers," V, Georgla Department of Archives and History,

2330uthegg Presbyterian, March 29, 1862, October 11, 1862,
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In Surry's Light Artillery, Sergeant N, B. Pond's tent was the
scene of some of these nightly prayer meetings. The men gathered and
prayed and sang hyme. This group of soldiers scon became noted for
singing the refrain "Scotland's burning! Secotland's burning! Cast
on water! Cast on water® It soon got monotonous, and a few mischevious
members of the unit decided to take matters into their own hands, Ser-
geant Pond's tent had a fireplace with a dirt chimey., The little
religiocus band was singing the old refrain and at the words "Scotland's
burning, cast on water® down the chimmey came a bucket of water, It
put out the fire and the song. The choir came running out %o escape
from the smoke and in seareh of the culprit. Ths would-be fireman
was not found, and it was with a great deal of foreboding that this
song was ever rendered in the future.

Prayer meetings furnished the soldier with a place to go.
There were no motion pictures or Red Cross clubs, ard minstrels were
few and far between. Prayer meetings were close at hand, and everyone
was invited, Some came out of curiosity and to get away from their
lonely tents. Others came with a sincere and true heart, Thus it was
not uncommon at these meetings to witness a conversion or even a little
humor, On one such cccasion a private with a pegleg, unable to kneel,
sat and bowed head, while a member of the congregation offered up
prayer. The brother prayed loud and long that strength and sourage

might be given them. However, his supplications were soon cubt short by

2 onjamin W. Jones, Under the Stars and Bars - A History of
the Surry Light Artillery (Kichmond: E. Waddey Company, 1509Y, 81-82,
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the devout pegleg soldier urging him to pray for more provisions, for
he was certain they had too much gourage for their own goodq25

If we can believe the religious papers and the letters of some
Confederate soldisrs, the Southern warriors were more than snxious o
have prayer meebtings in their unit.h% This was especially gratifying
to ehaplains of those unite whieh rewained stationary for any length
of time. It was exceedingly difficult for the chaplain or anyone else
to stir up eeclesiastical interest in men who were eonstantly on the

nareh, 27

Often various parts of the unit were so scattered that it
was physically imposasible for the chaplain to keep in touch with all
of “is charges, so he welcomed any move which concentrated tie regiment
in one place, 28

It frequently happeﬁed that no soconer had the men begun to

show & readiness to hear the gospel than they wers ordered to prepare

25Golonel James Cooper Hisbet, Four Years on the Firing lLine
(Chattanooga: The Imperial Press, 1914), 79,

2650mn W. Ryland, MS. diary at the University of Richmond,
entry of March 14, 1864; Josiah Ryland, typescript copy of diary in
posseseion of Dr, Garnett Ryland, University of Hichmond, entry of
Jamaary 5, 18623 Southern Preabz}_er%arzi , February 19, 1863; James
Simpson to Mrs. Simpson, April 22, 1863, in James Simpson CGollection, Maps
and Manuscript Divieion, Alabama Department of Archives and History,

2T3outhern Presbyterian, November 27, 1862; Robert C. Mabry to
his wife, October 1, 1863, in Mabry Papers, Archives of the North Carolina
Historical Commission,

zgﬁwerend Colin Shaw to his wife, September 22, 1861, in

Shaw Papers, Archives of the North Carolina Historica) Commission,.
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29 On one occasion the 3ixth Virginia Regiment was gathered

to mareh.
with the rest of the brigade for preaching when the drums rolled out a
call for tw> of the regiments to go on picket duty. This, of course,
broke up the serviua.Bo

The Reverend J. L., Giradeau recounted a particularly dis-
couraging experience. He had been holding nightly prayer mestings for
two weeks and found the attendance encouraging when the regiment was
ordered to move. Services suffered an interruption. After the move
was eompleted, the chaplain renewed his efforte. The soldlers began
to think sericusly of religion onte more and one man even applied for
admission into the chureh. But, again the regiment was ordered to
move and services were agaln interrupted.Bl

A battalion at Camp Wallter, Drury's Bluff, Virginia, in June,
1862, had prayer meetings regularly every evening, and with some ex-
ceptions the entire unit turned out to sing and pr&y.ag The same
conditions prevailed in a unit at Camp Gladden, South Carolina. >

Inmumerable units might be listed as having iad nightly

prayer meetings during all or part of 1862 and especially 1863‘34

295outhern Christian Advocate, May 28, 1863.

30R, ¢. Mabry to his wife, September 17, 1863, in R. C. Mabry
Letters, Archives of the North Carclina Historical Commission,

3lSouthern Presbyterian, April 23, 1863.

32Henny Graves to his father, June 16, 1862, typeseript copy
{n "Letters of Confederate Soldiers," II, Georgia Department of Archives
ard History.

SBBib;;cal hecorder (lialeigh, M, Co)y July 9, 1862,

B“Elias Davis to Mrs, Davis, CUctober 30, 1863, in Davis Papers,
in Southern Historieal Cocllection, University of North Carolinas; James
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William Dunlap was proud to tell his sister of this faet for he wrote,
"ie have prayer meeting in our regiment every knight szia_7."35 Some
units found it impractical to hold evening preyer meetings. Others
felt a need for more than one service a day. To meet these situations
services were sometimes held at high n@an.Bé

In time the soldier grew weary of these continual meetings,
especially if he always had to listen to the same preacher. dJohn W,
Ryiand in arch of 1864 got the men of his unit to agree to have
prayer mestings every other night. For several nights he seems to
have met with a great deal of success in arousing the religious interest
of the men. Bubt several weeks later he was forced to write, "I am
sorry to say the brethern seemed to be getting tirved of i%t, that ie
judging from their scticns."37

In some units a type of devotion known as family prayer was

reld. This service usually consisted in those men having some common

J. Kirkpatrick, M3, diary, in Archives Collection, Library of the
University of Texas, entry of November 16, 1862; Religious Herald,

May 15, 1862; Robert M, Gill to Mrs. Gill, June 8, 1853, in possession
of Dr. Bell 1. Wiley, Emory University.

A35William Dunlap to his sister, May 18, 1863, in Adam L, Dunlap
and Daniel Fifle Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University Library.

Bésouthsgg Presbyterian, tay 18, 1861; James J. Kirkpatriek,

MS, diary, in Archives Collection, Library of the Universiiy of Texas,
entry of August 23, 1863,

37John W, Ryland, MS. dlary, at the University of Richmond,
entry of March 14, 1864,



109
tie, such as eating in the same mess or belonging to the same company,
coming together just before retiring and saying their prayers to-
gether.ss

Certain days were periodically set apart by presidential
proclamation for fasting and for prayer. Sowe men meticulously observed
the fast;39 others, fraught with good intemtions, eould not resist the

call of hungar;“o

and still others went about their usual occupation
without endeavoring in any way to mark the oecasion.hl Toward the
end of the war especially, the soldier contended that rations were so
scarce that everv day was Fast Day anyhaw.ha When a particular unit
gseemed generally intent on abiding by the solemnity of the oceasion, it
was sald that camp would seem almost deserted as the men stayed gquietly
in their *!:,:en‘t.s..‘{"3
In other camps the faithful took full advantage of the religious

privileges made available to them by men of God whe always attempted to

38pe1sgious Horald, December 31, 1863; May §, 1861; Jones,
Christ in Camp, L4&kh.

390, J. Ford, MS. diary, in Heartman Collection, Archives Col-
lection, Library of the University of Texas, entry of May 16, 1862;
Southern Presb,terian, January 8, 1863; James A. Uraham to his mother,
April 8, iggh, in Graham Papers, in Southern Historieal Colleection,
University of North Carolina,

hoJames J. Kirkpatrick, 45, diary, in Archives Colleation, Library
of the University of Texas, entr: of August 21, 1863,

hlSouthern Presbyterian, January 1, 1863,

424 | Wideman to his sister, April 26, 136k, in Warrick Letters,
#ilitary Records Division, Alabama Department of Archives and History,

A3James A. Graham to his mother, April &, 1864, in Graham Letters,
Southern Historical Collection, University of Worth Carolina,
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preach at least once a dey, though the elements somgtimes prevented
it. %4 Numerous letters were written home giving accounts of memorable
sermons appropos of thevoccaaien-ks

Other brigades and regiments felt that to hear preaching only
once was not proper observange of the day, and s> they Instituted four
periods of worship: regimental prayer meeting was at 9:00; preaching
at 11:00; brigade preaghing was at 3:00 an@ sogial meetings at night‘aé
In General Gordonts Brigade on April 28, 1864, prayers were held at
sunrise, followed by a sermon. Preaching was at 10:00; prayer scorvice
was held in the afternoon; and sermons were delivered again at nightqh?
Small wonder that sometimes five or six soldiers wers converted by the
end of a Fast Day.bg

We will never know of the religious devotions which the soldier

performed in private. Vet it seems logleal to suppose that in an

army as religious as the Confederate seems to have been, many a soldier

bhyomas Warrick to his wife, April 9, 1864, in Warrick Letters,
in ¥ilitary Records Divigion, Alabama Department of Archives and
Hi StGl'yc

hﬁbeorge Willis to "Mary," June 15, 1861, in W. H. Willis
Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina;
Adrian B. Carruth tc his sister, December 10, 1863, in possession of
Marshall Adams, Tupelo, Mississippi; John Paris, M5, dlary, in Southern
Historieal Colleotion, University of North Carclina, entry of August 2,
1863; Southern Christian Adwocate, April ¢, 1863.

hbSouthe Presbyterian, April 30, 1863; Southern Churehman,
April 17, 1863.

A7Southern Christian Advocats, April 28, 1864,

WB1pig. , September 17, 1863.
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must have read his Bible, resited his Rosary, or knelt in prayer in
te privacy of hié tent or in a secluded Spét in the wmodﬁahg Some
may have done as John T. Pound, who in the eveni .g at about twilight
went out Into a deserted field and there, falling upon his knees,
made known to God all his sorrows and griefa.50 If we could but know
of these devotions, these private devotions, we would have a glimpse
of the real Johnny Reb., But of these things we ¢an only surmise,

The Thirty-seventh Mississippi Volunteers, held a unique form
of service on Sunday. They had prayers offered up at dres: parade.
The men would be drawn up at attention. When the ovrder "parade rest?
was given "they came to the position of rest.” The tolonel gave the
command: “Attention to prayer by the Chaplain -~ heads uncovered.®
The chaplain looked at the regiment and then offered up a short
prayer.sl

On one occasion a Methodist elergyman addressed Wilson's

Zouaves, a regiment of Louislana soldiers who knew very little English.

49-H1ton to his mother, no date, in Edward Willlam Collection,
Manuseript Department, Duke University lLibrary; Charles Manly to Lizgzie
¥anly, October 1, 1861, in Fuffin-Roulhac-Hamilton Collection, Southern
Eistorical Collection, University of North Carclina; W. E. Duncan to
hie father, Tovember 26, 1861, typescript copy in Misslssippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History; Casper W. Boyd to his brother, May 14,
1862, 148, in “ilitary Records Division, Alabama Department of Archives
and History,

5OJohn T. Pourd t. his father and mother, September 29, 1861,
typescript copy in "Letters of Confederate Soldlers," 560, Georgila
Departmert of Archives and Hiaztory.

N

180uthg£g Christian Adyocate, June 25, 1863,
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At the olose of the rarson's address, to which the men had listened
attentively, Colonel Wilson gave "the boys" a short talk: "boys, I
want you to remember what the minister has told you. It is all for
your good; take his advice, and follow it; for there is no knowing
but what in less than six months every d-d one of you will be in
h-11 " At this point & voiee Prom the ranks c¢alled out, "three echeers
for b-11," and thay were given with zest. The pastor demanded an
explanation of this behavior, and Colonel Wilson replied, “the boys
don't kmow muech about Seripture., They think h-11 is somewhere between
Montgomery and New Orleans, and they are d-d anxious to get down in
that neighborhood, "2

Some units held a2 religicus service which they referred to as
an experience meeting. OCne suth meeting was attended by John H,
Kiracofe, and in writing home to tell his wife of the effeet it had
on him he stated: "Last Sunday morning we had an experisnce meeting
and the Lord was with us, our hearts vare /sie/ made to lep /[sic/
for joy to know that though we war ;féiqj7 far from home among strangers
trat the Lorxd would condscend gféiqj7 to bless us.“sB During the eourse
of these meetings those who experienced religions frelings usually got

up and testified to the change that the Lord had wrought within them.Sh

52pne Daily Journal (Wilmingbon, N. C.), June 3, 1861,

53John 4, Kiracofe to Susan Kiracofe, August 26, 1861, in John
H, Kiracofe Fapers, lianuscript Derartment, Duke Unliversity Library.

ShAlbert GQuincy Porter, typescript diary, in Uississippi
Department of Archives and Uistory, entry of April 22, 1864.



113

In one of these experience meetings held in the Army of Northern
Virginia, a s§ldier arogse and "delivered himself of his experience"
in a very graphic and moving fashion. He told of what a sinner he
had been. When a battle started and the shells were flying, he
promised to mend his ways. Of course when the battle was over he forgot
his promise. The next battle refreshed his memory. Finally, after
making and breaking his promise three times, this soldier went into
the woods and fell on his knees and poured out his heart to God. From
that moment, he testified, that he lived a better life. Such testimony
as this had a tremendous effect on the congregatio&.ss

Another type of meeting whieh arocused considerabls interest
vas the Bible class. While (eneral Polk's army was statloned at
semopolis, Alabarma, 2 missionary of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Chureh, the Reverend J. S. Cooper, secured permission to institute a
Bible class in each company, at regimental headquarters, and then at
the headquarters of each brigade of the division /~ Loring's 7. Two
thousand men in the division enrolled at the outset. A regular pro-
cedure was set up according to which each company class examined the
same passage of Scripture. Then each class in the regiment met ab
regimental headquarters to exchange views and receive inshructions.
Cnce a week all classes gathered at brigade headquarters and again
discuzsed the doctrines contai-ed within the text., They also chose a

lesson for the next week. Hach company class chose a superintendentj

555tiles, Four Years Under Marse Robert, 140-42.
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the chaplain of each regiment acted as superintendent for the regi-
mental elass; all chaplains and missionaries present acted as superin-
tendents of the brigade classes.56

This system of Bible classes also provided a practical means
of distributing tracts. (General W. S. Peatherston became so interested
in the result; of the organigation that he promised to take care of the
transportation of the books used by the classes whenever the brigade
had to mareh, even if he had to use his private ambulanca,57 Hany
units throughout the army instituted Bible classes and before the end
of the war every company in Doles! Brigade, Army of Northern Virginis,
had such a claas.58

Beset by the trials of war and the temptations of camp life,
young Christians in the army began to feel a need for closer fellowship
with other soldiers whc faced the same problems¢59 For this reason

they began to band together to form Soldiers' Christian Asaoaiahions.éo

55&1bert Quiney Porter, typesceript diary, in Mississippi Depart~
ment of Archives and History, entry of April 18, 1864; South Western

r:
'

South Western Baptist, June 2, 1864.

5850uthern Christian Advocate, February 25, 1864; Jones,
Christ 1.2 the Cmp, 357, 3336

595outhern Presb terian, May 7, 1863.
60The writer has found evidence of the existence of Soldiers!
Christian Associationeg in the following units: Posey's (later Harris?
#ississippl) Brigade; Anderson's Brigade, Hood's Division, First Army
Corps, Mortharn Virginia; Doles' Brigade, Rodes' Division; Forty-fourth
Virginia Regiment; Second Mississippl Regiment; Anderson's Brigade;

Third Alabama Regiment; Twenty-first Georgia Regiment; Seventl Georgia
Regiment; Sixth Alabama Hegiment; Sixtietl: Georgia Hegiment; Sixteenth
Georgia Regiment; First South Carolina Cavalry Regiment; Seventeenth
Mississippl Regiment; Forty-sixth [ississipri Infantry Regiment; Twenty-
severtl: North Carolina Infantry Regiment; Twelfth Regiment South Carolina
Volunteers; Sixth Virgirnda Infantry; Thirty-fourth Virginia Infantry,
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The first such organization of which we have record was that formed
in the Tweniy-first Georgia Regiment on Scptember 8, 1861.61 It does
not appear, however, that such associations gained mmeh affluence or
became very effective until the winter and spring of 1863.%2

The Assoeciations might be organisged through the efforte of the
chaplain,63 through the efforts of a small group of devouts, or, as
in the Sixth Alabama Hegiment, it might be "traced to the rarticular
exertions of no man or set of men; but /sprang/ up spontaneously in
the hearts of church members in the ranks."&"

Membership was customarily recruited from the ranks of a regi-
ment or brigade. Denomination was no consideration, for membership
was open to all who were professors of the falth or who earnestly
deeired to lead more Godly 1:5.?93365

In addition %o providing companionship with fellow travelers
on the "straight and narrow path,"® ti.e Soldiers' Christian Association
had other objectives and participated in a variety of activities.
¥embers visited the siek, prayed for one another, tried to provide

good reading matter, met frequently for prayers and religious

61southern Presbrterian, October 5, 1861,

62568 footnote two.

6380uthem Christian Advocate, January 2%, 1863,

6"Hontgomegz Daily Mail, vApril 10, 1863.

65}!. J. David to his parents, April 17, 1863, typescript copy
in Georgia Department of Archives and History; Southern Presbyterian,
Jure L, 1863; Southern Christian Advocate, February 19, 1863; January
29, 1863; Montgomery Daily Mail, April 10, 1863,
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instructions, and attempted to care for the bodily needs of brothers
wounded on the battle field.66 In the winter of 1863-64, the Assoei-
ation of Posey's Brigade voluntarily resolved to fast one day each
week so that they might send that day's rations to the poor in Bich-
67

mond.

These activities, along with the wave of religious enthusiasm
which swept the aymy at this time, eombined to make membership in the
various associations appealing to the Christian soldier. When the
Assccilation in Anderson's Brigade of Hood's Division was organized in
Hovember of 1862, the membership was swall, By March, 1863 it had
increased to 112, and two months later it had ¢limbed to 300.63
The Association in the Twenty-seventh Horth Carclina Regiment was
organized the week of April 8, 1864, and before the week was out it
had a hundred memberseég

Many of the Assoclations had a formal tyve of eorganization -

70
ineluding a comstitution, bylaws, pledges, and cemmibtees.7 Rulesg

6650uthern Pregb terian, October 5, 1861; Soutiern Christian

Advocate, January 29, 1863; Llais Davis to his wife, September 5, 1863,
in Davis Letters, Southern Historieal Collection, University of North
Carolina; Southern Presbyterian, May 28, 1863,

67Franklin L, kiley (ed.), Publications of the Mississippi
Historical Society (Oxford, Mlssissippi, 1508), iX, 3k.

685 uthern Presb.terian, March 12, 1863, June 4, 1863.

69Ca;main James A, CGraham to his mother, April 8, 1864, in
Graham Letters, in Southern Historical Collection, University of North

Carolina.

7oSoutherr Christian Advocate, March 12, 1863: Thomas F. Soat-
wright to his wife, September 9, 1863, in Boatwright Papers, Southern
yigtorical Collection, University of North Carolina.
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governing the Scldiers’ Christian Soeciety of the Sixtieth Georgia
Regiment prohibited "swearing, gambling, quarreling and fighhing."7l
Some members such as Major R. W. Locke, Second Mississippl Regiment,
opposed the use of bylaws. The major felt that they resembled too
nearly articles of faith or a ereed.’® W. P, Chambers, Forty-sixth
¥ississippl Infantry, refused to join the Assoeiation in his umit
because its constitution contained some things whish he, as a staunch
Baptist, was unable to subscribe to°?3

Though as a rule the Associations themselves functioned with

no dispute regarding denominationalism,7h the Religious Herald, &

Baptist paper, raised the question as to whether the Soldiers' Christian
Association of the Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment was a method of
smoothinz the way to open Communion. The chaplain of the regiment,
¥illiam B. Owen, denied that he was proselytizing. In a spirited
letter he rerlied that he was not accustomed to doing his Masterts

work in such a sly way.75

Soldiers of the Confederacy took their religion with them

when they became prisoners of war, A captain held at Johnson's Island

71southern Christian Advocate, February 19, 1863,

72Major Fe We Locke, 8. diary, in ississippl Department of
Archives and History, entry of May 16, 1863,

73w. P, Chambers, ¥8, diary, in Mississippi Department of
Archives and History, entry of September ¢, 1864,

Thy, 5. David to his parents, April 17, 1863, typeseript copy
in Gecrgia Department of Archives and History.

75Religious iJerald, April 30, 1863.
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wrote in 1864 that the captives had preaching every Sunday, prayer
meeting several times a week, meetings of a Young Men's Christian
Assocliation; and he himself was accustomed to making private devotions
in his room every night. He reported that there had been about a
hundred ¢onversions in the prison.76

The Federals frequently provided ministers, but fellow prisoners
often officiated as well, Captain George B, Johnston of the Twenty-
eighth North Carolina Volunteers read the Episcopalian Liturgy, from
prison at Point Lookout, Maryland, and preached a sermon regularly
each Sunday morninge77

William Hooper Haigle wrote to his wife that no denomination
except the Roman Catholic offered his fellow prisoners any spiritual
advice or confort. One morning a notice appeared on the bulletin board
that Mass would be solemniged the next day. Early the following morn~ |
ing, Haigle wrote, a crowd assembled, wanting to know where the "Mase
Meeting" was going to be held. Haigle acknowledged that there was a
type of ™dethodistical street preaching®™ all over the prison camp, but
he scathingly denounced the Presbyterian, Episcopalian, and Baptist

dencminations for their neglactfulness.78

76scutrern Presbyterian, Jure 16, 1864,

77George Burgwin Johnston, typescript dlary, in Archives of
¢he North Carclina Historieal Commission, entry of September L4, 1862,

784411iam licoper Halgle to Kate, date unknown, in iloyle Prison
Letters, in Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina.
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Haigle recounted another ineident which indicates that the
street preaching did have some effect. "Anderson and 'alloy are boon
companions and tent mates, and are always joking with each other:.....
this morming the Sergeant..woszaid;7'that cne of his men was nearly
dead with religious fervor, -~ and begged that the Hospital Doctor be
sent for at once., 'If however he don't come soon' said the Sergsant,
‘give him an emetic, and make him throw up his religion, or it will
kill him!' ‘'No! said Malloy who was sitting by 'give him an injection
of Anderson, that will put devil encugh in him to drive any religion
out. 1u19

Thomas A. Sharpe, a prisoner of war at Camp Chase, Ohio, recorded
in his diary that a Bible class was instituted there on September 11,
1864. Only twenty-five men out of 200 enrolled on that day, but Sharpe
felt confident that others would Join the class at a later date. A
week later during a meeting of this c¢lass, the fourth and fifth
chapters of Matthew were the toples of a lively discussion. Zducated
members of the group considered the neaning of certain words within £he
text, their roots and derivations. OSharpe felt that this class would
do 2 great deal of good by stimulating the men to read their Bibles

twhich next to preaching the gospel is the greatest means of disseminat-

ing the truth."0

791pid.

SoThemaa A. Sharpe, typescript dlary, in Georgia Department of

Arenives and History, entry of September 11, 1864.



CHAPTER V
THE WORD OF GOD AND RIGHTECUS WRITINGS

"I am glad that I can say that I delight to see the Sabbath
day when we can assemble together and worship our heavenly Father here
among the tented fielda."l These sentiments expressed by Thomas F.
Boatwright of Company A, Forty-fourth Virginia Regiment in February,
1863, were shared by a large proportion of his fellow-soldiers.

T. S. Taylor wrote from the camp of the Sixth Alabama Regiment
on August 30, 1863, that he had just returned from a meeting at which
the minister had addressed an audience numbering about 200,2 and
Fobert C. Mabry, writing frcom the camp of the Sixth Virginia Infantry
on April 25, 1864, related how the whole brigade had "turned out en
masse” to hear a sermon thiz day before¢3 Janes B. E. Lampkin, on

December 5, 1863, at Kingston, North Carolina, stated that it was

lthomas F. Boatwright to Mrs. Boatwright, February 16, 1863,
in Boatwright Papers, in Southern Historical Collection, University of
North Carolina.

2T. S. Taylor to Mrs. Taylor, August 30, 1863, MS. in Military
Records Divieion, Alabama Department of Archives and listory.

3hobert C. Mabry to Mrs. Mabry, March 28, 1864, in Mabry Papers,
Archives of the North Carolina Historical Commission,

120
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quite cold to go to preaching, but he believed the majority of the men
had attended.a

General Lee had issued orders in 1861 requiring noncommissioned
officers and privates to attend religious services, and it was known
that commisgioned officers were expected to attend of their own
accord.s The soldiery apparently responded well, for at camp near
Norfolk, Virginia, on June 23, 1861, about 600 soldiers had attended

the meeting.6

September, 1861, found a large congregation, repre-
sentative of every regiment in the brigade, assembled near Fairfax
Court House, Virginia.7 Reverend Charles H. Ryland, ‘{issionary to the
army, wrote from Warm Springs, Virginia, on October 30, 1861, that
while he had been in camp he had preached and held prayer meeting and
"men and officers all attend."®

It is probable that General Lee's orders were not completely
respongible for this all-out atiendance, for other officers may have
felt as did Lieutenant T. W. Montfort, that, "I try to do my duby in

every respect and, therefore, attend preaching and prayers regularlya"9

hJamea B. E. Lampkin to Mrs. Lampkin, December 5, 1863, 8. in
Georgia Department of Archives and History.

5p. W. Hontfort to Mrs. Montfort, November 1, 1861, M3, in
Georgia Department of Archives and History.

6"Enyap" (psn~name) to Hontgomery Advertiser, June 23, 1861,
typeseript letter found in Mrs. M. L. Kirkpatrick's scrapbook, I, 30,
in “ilitary Records Division, Alabama De;artment of Archives and History.

Tsouthern Presbyterian, September 21, 1261,

8 harles H. Fyland to iHary Peachy Ryland, October 30, 1361, in
possession of Dr. Garnett Ryland, University of Richmond.
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Be this as it may, large congregations were not characteristic of every
unit in the Rebel ranks in this first year of the war,

One officer found that preaching at Camp Barton was a dull
thing as only about half the men turned out to hear it.lo f the
members of the Ninth Georgia Regiment in 1861, only ten to twenty men
regularly attended worship.ll A chaplain, corresponding with the
Southern Preshyierian on June 26, 1861, explained that ".,..it seems
impossible to draw out the men at all numerously to a morning service,
They want to "wash up,® put their quarters in order, prepare their arms
for inspection, write home and the lika.w.a."lz

But those missionaries and chaplains to the army wio did not
become discouraged were privileged later to preach to large and
attentive audiencea,ls numbering at times as many as 800,14 Reverend
W. Harrington, after visiting one of the army fronts in early 1863,
was constrained to say that when he was surrounded by great groups of
staunch soldiers, he felt that the ministry was almost wasting its

efforts by preaching bo the "little squads in the Churches, "’

10aptain S. G. Pryor to "ep," September 8, 1861, typescript
copy in "Letters from Confederate Soldiers," IIL, 57, Georgia Department
of Archives and History.

11John P. Fort to his mother, November 24, 1861, in Tomilson

Fort Colleetion, Emory University Library.

123 outhern Presbyterian, July 6, 1861.

1380uth Western Baptist, March 26, 1863; Jones Christ in the
4 ) »

Camp, 3633 Southern Presbyterian, December L, 1862, October 29 29, 1635:

Yovenber 20, 1862,

thouth Western Baptist, December 18, 1862.
138cuthern Christian Advogate, July 30, 1863,
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There was often no chapel or house of worship available to
shelter the preacher and the congregation; hence, divine services in
the camp frequently gave rise to scenes both ispressive and picturesque.
Worship was eonducted in the open air in the midst of camp,lé in front
of one of the tents,l7 or in some seeluded spot beneath the shade of
a large pine or aak.ls The listeners usually sat or re¢lined on the

19

ground * or occasionally took advantage of rustic seats made of "logs,

rails, (and) rocks, <0 21 22

A barrel; 8 camp stool,”™ or a caisson
provided the minister with a rostyum, and cedar torchesza or candleszh
furnished him illumination by which to read the gospel when service was
held at night.

As nmight be expected;, open air services led to several re-
grettiable incidents,25 such as the one which cccurred near Dalton,

Georgia, in the spring of 1864, After the sermon, while members of

1850uthern Presbyterian, August 24, 1861,

17Southern Churehman, ifay 30, 1862; Southern Presbyterian,
November 23, 1861,

1880uthe£g Presbyterian, May 18, 1861, May 31, 1862,

195outhern Presbyterian, June 29, 1861; South Western Baptist,
July 31, 1862, June 25, 1%33; -

2oSouthg£g Presbyterian, June 25, 1863,

2l1pid., August 24, 1861,
22s5uthern Christian Advocate, August 18, 1864,

23Southern Presbyterian, June 25, 1863,

2AIbid., November 23, 1861,

25George W. Barrow to his mother, n.d., in G, W. Barrow Collection,
Fmorv University Library.
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the congregation were crowding the altar for praysr, a large tree came
erashing down into the midst of the assembly, killing about ten soldlers
and severely injuring several etharsozé

These impressive meetings held under the canopy of heaven,
plus‘the fact that battle and prospsctive death were frequently imminent927
added tc the appealing and able discourses of the minister, all eontri-
buted to making sermons most effective, A soldier in General “Stonewall®
Jackson's army, after hearing Doctor R. L. Dabney preach, was so over-
come that he "galloped away as soon as the services were over to hide
(his; feelings.“28

Cther worshiﬁping warriors were not so prone to eonceal their
feelings. Many a letter written to loved ones and to ehurch papers
described how the elose of a touching sermon found tears coursing down
the cheeks of hardened soldiers who would never have flinched In

battleazg

26Colonel Newton Davis to Mrs, Davis, May 4, 1864, in Military
Records Division, Alabama Department of Archives and History; Southern
Christian Advocate, June 2, 1864; Bromfield L. Ridley, Battlee and
Sketches of the Army of Tennessee (Mexico, Missouri, 1906), 283.

27N. A. Drake to Miss Betsy, June 17, 186k, in Mathew N. Love
Collection, Mamuscript Department, Duke University Library (Permission
needed to cite).

2géouthern Churchman, May 9, 1862.

zgsouthern Presbyterian, June 15, 1861; North Carolina Presby-
terian, July 19, 1862; Mary A. H. Gay, Life in Dixie During the War
(Atlanta, C. P. Boyd, 1997), 79; A. Flournoy, Jr. to "Sweet Docy,"
July 8, 1861, typescript cony in possession of Doctor Bell I. Wiley,
Emory Univereity.
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The story is told that when the editor of the Tennessee Baptist
was three~quarters through preaching to Crittendents unit, one soldier
broke cut into & loud shout. "The General promptly rose, called his
Adjutant, and ordered the man to the guard house. Wher the officer
went to arrest him he found him in tears, and was told that the man
did not interd to interrupt, but (he was a Methodist) that was only
his way of enioying the sexmon.">

Some of the soldiers gave expression to their feelings by
going up at the end of a sermon and inesling to be prayed for, 1

Many of the units had had preaching services available to
them on the Sabbath from the very first, but when the c¢haplains,
missionaries and ministers from nearby towns began to see their labors

bearing fruit, they frequently redoubled their efforts.sa Kershaw's

BORel_i_ggous Herald, February 27, 1862,

3l5outhern Presb: terian, August 31, 1861; Elias Davis to Mrs.
Davis, October 5, 1§6‘2, in Davis Letters, Southern Historical Collection,
University of NMorth Carolina; Colonel Newhbon Davis to Bettie, May 12,
1863, MS. in W{ilitary Records Division, Alabaua Department of Archives
and History; Doctor William E. Hodnett, typescript eopy of diary in
uGonfederate Diaries and Letters,” VIII, Georgia Deparitment of Archives
and History, entry cf October 4, 1862.

325mes A. Graham to his mother, June 17, 1861, in Graham Letters
in Southern: Historieal Collection, University of North Carolina; Private
Fobert A. Moore, typescript copy of diary in Mississippli Department of
Archives and History, entries of August 25, September 8, September 15,
1861, November 23, December 21, 1862; John H. Kiracofe to wife and
daughter, August 28, 1863, in John H. Kiracofe Papers, Mamuscript
Department, Duke University Library; Milton S. Walker to mother, Sep-
tember 13, 1862, in Milton and Oliphant 5. Walker Le2ttere, Manuseript
Department, Duke University Library; South Western Baptish, July 23,
1863; Southern Presbyterian, August 20, 1863; James C. Witherspoon to
Feverend Willlam M, Reld, August 29, 1864; in William Moultrie Reid
Letters, Yanuseript Department, Duke University Library; Private Hubert
A. Stephens to his sister, January 31, 1864; typescript copy in possession
of Doctor Bell I, Wiley, Fmory University; Southern Christlan Advocate,
darch 3, 186k,
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Division began to have preaching almost daily in July, 1864, when

33

iterest was manifested throughout the brigade, In August, 1863,

3h Doctor

the Fourth Alabama Regiment had preaching three tines daily,
Stiles reported in December, 1863, that for the past mont’ he had been
preaching somesthing like twice a day.ss

Of course, attendance on religious services was frequently
detsrmined by the elements. Since worship was held outside, extremely

cold ueather,36 37 38

heavy rains,” and sometimes sven slight showers
discouraged the fair-weather Christian from attending. But those
soldiers who were truly sincere in their desire to hear the Gospsl
preached apparently deemed physical discomfort a minor aonsid@ration.Bg
One group of devouls stood forty minutes in a driving rain to hear their
Sunday services, and another group, fourteen among them barefooted,
stood in several inches of snow for a similar lengbh of time to hear

the Word of God.40

33Confederate Baptist, (Columbia, South Carolina), July 27,
1864, '

ka' T. Vaughan, M5. diary in possession of Miss Fanny Hailes,
Montgomery, Alabama, entry of August 27, 1863,

35southern Presbyterian, December 4, 1862,

36John P. Fort to his mother, November 24, 1861, in Tomlinson
Fort Collection, Fmory University Library.

Bvscuth Western Baptist, December 13, 1862,

38Robert A. Moore, typescript copy of diary in Mississippl
Department of Archives and History, entry of September 15, 1861,

39§out§ern Presbyterian, Dscember 4, 1862,

AOjones, Christ in the Camp, 248-249.
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Worship was sometimes rudely interrupted by the enemy. On
one ogcasion, in the midst of service, the congregation heard the
sound of firing nearby and marched into the woods. When it becane
evident that the shots were a false alamm, services were reswuned, but
the men were fidgety and scattered widely. The general, risirg, asked
the preacher to wait a minute and called out, "Yen, get up clese
together here in front, till your shoulders meet, You can't make a
fire if the sticke don't t@u@hi"hl And the meeting progressed,

Untold difficulties accompanied the minister and men who
attempted to hold formal worship at the battle front. One group began
early ore Sunday moming to assemble for preashing; however, by the
time all had gathered and found a place of comparative safety, by the
t‘me they had been interrupted twice by the enemy a..d once by a shower
of rain, twllight wes closing in upon them. It is pleasant to note
that the efforts of this determined group were blessed with success,
for they were finally enabled to hold their service without further
mﬁ.shap.‘g‘2

During another hour's worship held in the line of batile,
three minie balle struck in the midst of the ccngregationohs This
sort of thing occasicnally gave rise to an incl ent which was at least
slightly amusing., In the early part of the service one Sunday, while

a good congregation was seated on the ground, an enemy shell exploded

hlStilas, Four Years Under Marse Robert, 138,

thouthegg Frogbyterian, Uctober'27, 1864,

B3south Western Baptist, Cctober 27, 1864.




128
several hundred yards from the assembly. A Negro cook at the rear of
the gathering put his pack on his back and said aloud, "This nigger is
gine to git out o' here,” Smothered laughter responded to this
remark, but all remained in their seats. At this point the chaplain
began his lengthy morning prayer and, a good many minutes later, when
he opened his eyes, he found that the worshipping warriors, all but
five or six, had followed the cook.hh

When possible, soldiers often went to church in a nearby town
for preaching or for Mass,AS sometimes attending in a badyahs It was
a refreshing experience for many a sentimental soldier to be able once
more Lo hear the Vord of God expounded in a bullding of shtone and
masonry, to hear soprano voices blending with the bass, in hymns of

praise, accompanied by the melodious swelling notes of an Grgan.hv

hh“Ludicrcua War Incident," in Confederate Veteran, VI, 297.

ASGeorge M. Neege, M5, diar- in Virginia State Library, entry
of January 24 and 28, 1864; 0. W. Hopkins to his mother, May 12, 1861,
¥3, in Mississippi Department of Archives and History: Adolph R,
Pitcher, ¥5. diary in Archives of North Carolina Historical Commission,
entry of August 25, 1261; Neill J. McLaughlin to YParson,” April 11,
1862, in Hector ¥, McNeill Papers, anuscript Departuent, Duke Uni~
vergity Library.

ibyenry A, Chambers, MS. diary in Archives of North Carolina
Historical Commission, entry of February 1k, 1863,

47Rufus W. Cater to Famie, Yay 14, 1863, in Cater Papers,
Manuscript Division, Library of Congress; Douglas Cater to Fannie,
July 4, 1864, Ibid., %. Channing Price to his father, September 8,
1861, in k. Channing Price Letters, Southern Historical Collection,
University of North Carclina; F. C. Clewell to his sister, March 22,
1263, in F. C. Clewell Papers, Archives of Worth Carolina Historical

Conuission,



Or the soldier might make of his trip to the town church a
sight-seeing tour. !e visited churches of denominations other than
his own, frequently frou mere curiesity. The Bapbist and Hethodist
scldier were often impressed by the difference bebween their own
services and those they witnessed in the Catholic, Bpiscopalian, and
Dunkard ehurchesf‘g |

One soldier, writing home, vividly described a revival wmeeting
he attended in a churci near camp: "The church was filled to over-
flowing with soldiers — the doors, windows, and even tie loft was
full when the exeitement commenced. They got upon the benches and
every ten minutes a2 bench would break down and then some one would
fall out of the window and I never heard such loud singiﬁg in my
life, It seemns that they would make me deaf. One lady said that she
had seen Jesus and a soldier said, 'she was mistaken that it was s
soldier in the loft that she saw,’ and a thousand other expressions
too sacreligicus to I'epaat."l‘g

Since it was not always possible for the soldier to get to

chureh in town, and since it was impossible to supply every unit with

‘*3;4. P. Chambers, MS. diary in Mlssissippl Department of
Archives and History, entry of June 31, 1862; Ueorge i, Neese, M3,
diary in Virginia State Library, entry of ilay 4, 1862; Francis C.
Clewell to his sister, April 5, 1863, in Francie C. Clewell Fapers,
Archives of North Carolina Historieal Commission; James C. Newbon to
his father and mother, Septenber 9, 1861, in "Confederate Soldiers!
Letters," II, 334, (eorgia Department of Archives and iistory,

43e, E. valler to Sallie, January 27, 1864, in Gaorge E. Waller
Collection, in Southern :Historical Collection, University of Horth
Carolina.



130
a chaplain, many soldiers were not often able to hear the Word of God.
However, all the churches scon realized that every soldier should have
access to the written Yord. Tracts, Bibles, religious papers, hymm
books, and New Testaments were urgently needed. Many requests for
such material poured into the various yublieation offices which had
been established to handle such matbters.

Years previous to the war, the Baptists in Virginia had been.
engaged in printing and distributing religious literature throughout
tie state. Their efforts in this direction apparently dsted from their
break with the American Tract Society over its decision to enter into
ths slavery oontroversy.so Wren Confederate troops swarmed into the
Cld Dominlion tie Bapbtist Sunday School and Colportadge Loard saw this
as a God-sent opportunity for evangelism and began the work of furnish=
ing the soldier with Testamenta, books and tracts,51 At this time
there was no similar organization of any proportion engaged in this
work. Two-thirds of 2il the evlporters in the South were in the
Baptist employ. The Eocard received appeals from chaplaing and men in
the army, and contributions from Christians of all denominations when

&
word of the work being done began %o spread, >~

i utes of the Baptist General Assocciation of Virginia for
the Sesgions of ;g;i and l§%3 lRiahnmnd, vacParlane and Fergusson
Frinters, 1263), passur.

515, th estern Baptist, liovember 2i, 1861,

52minubes of the Baphist General Assoclation of Virginia for
t e Sessions of 1861 and 1863, passzun.
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Quiekly was it obvious that the Board would be unable to cope
with its tremendous task unassisted; hence, at the meeting of the
General Association in 1861, it was decided to appeal through secular
and religious newspapers for finaneial support from other denominations
and other states of the Canfsdsraey.53 Since every state and eveny'
denomination had troops stationed in Virginia; and, since the Baptist
publications were sald to be acceptable to soldiers of all denomina-
tions,sa the plea was justified and was given a liberal r@sponseuss

The demand for religious literature called into being new
agencies with the expressed purpose of filling this need. These agencies
fell into two eategoriss: +those which were inter-denominational in
character and those which were sponsored by the various den@minahions.56

The Evangelical Traet Society was the largest, the most
prolific of the inter-denominational gogleties, and the most widely
recogniged., Zf'i%are were two others in existence at the time. One

was headed by W. J. W. Crowder with headquarters in Raleigh, North

Carolina,”?! The other was of pre-war vintage and had its headquarters

53Jones, Christ in the Camp, 156; Minutes of the 39th Annual
Sesgion of the Alabama Baptist State Co?vegtgon eld at Marion,
Alabama —- Nov. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 1861 (Tuskegee, Alabama:s Printed at
the office of the South Western Baptist, 1861), 63 Religious Herald,
March 5, 1863; Soubh Western Baptist, November 21, 1861, D

5hRelig&oua Herald, March 5, 1863.
5south Western Baptist, November 21, 1861.

T

561p14,
5Tthe Chureh Intelligencer (Raleigh), July 4, 1861; Southern
Presbyterian, June 29, 1861; Religious Herald, September 12, 1861.
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in Charleston, South Caroline.”¥ Begun in Petersburg, Virginia,
July 18, 1861, tiis society engaged in the publication of tracts,
Bibles, hymn books, and the Army and Navy Mesgenger. This latter was
a semi-monthly paper which was hailed as a favorite in the eamps»5?
It clearly expressed the purpose of the society in its May 1, 1863, issue
as being the circulation of the "pure Word of God" end other religious
literature which expounded Christian doctrine common to Evangelical
dsnominations.éc
To ensure that denominational tenets would not be violated, all
leading Protestant Christian churehes ?n the Confederacy were equally
represented on the Board and Publishing Coummittee by Baptist, Methodist,
Presbyterian, and Episcopalian ministersaél No tract was published
unless it met with the approval of every member of the ccmmittae.éz
When the infant organization begen te function, its first
results were hailed with pride.®3 A4s to the quality of these tracts,
there iz the testimony of Reverend F. B. Converse of Richmond: "I

must say that I am very much pleased with the judgment exhibited by

58p1ehmond Christian Advosate, February 27, 1862,

593outhern Presbyterian, November 19, 1863; Evangelical Tract
Soeiety Depository lic. 18, Fetersburg, Virginia, Hovember 28, 1864,
filed with Van David Papers in Archives Collection, Library of the
University of Texas,

60y, Army and Navy iessenger, May 1, 1863.

———

61Evange1ica1 Tract Society Depository No. 18, Richmond Deily
Dispateh, July 5, 1862; Richmond Christian Advosate, February 27,
1862, '

6280uthern Pregbyterian, August 2, 18623 Richmond Daily
M’ July 5; 1862,

63Relﬁg;ous Herald, September 19, 1861,
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your gommittee in the selection of tragts to be published, their energy
in getting out so excellent a variety in so brief a time, and their
siill in getting them up in so handsome a style... Your iracts compare
very favorably in appearance with those éf any other Society, and a
trast that is inviting in appesrsnce is, I think, a great deal more
likely to be :;ead, espeeially by a sick man, than one badly printad."éb

By 1863, the Scciety was no% only publishing tracts, Bibles,
hymn books and papers, but it was also in the progess of translating
some of the tracts into Freneh and Itallan for the benefit of thosge
soldiers who read only those languages, 85

These publications were distributed gratultously and indisg-
eriminately to the men in the ea.mp.éé Efforts were made to supply
every army with sufficient religious reading matt,er,é? though the lack
of tracts was especially noticeeble in the Western theater, A viaitor
to that department in May, 1863, reported that he could fird no
evidenee of tracts. The shortage was occasioned by the difficulty in
expressing pamphlets to that a.rem-é'8

The work of the organization as a whole was, apparently, a
success, There are many accounts of the favorable results produced by

the tracts. All concerned seemed pleased with the resulte; yeit, it is

6I*SQrut'.hem Presbyterian, August 2, 1862,
é‘SSauthegg Churehman, June 12, 1863,
661gchmog Christian Advocate, February 27, 1862,

STsouthern Bresbytorian, November 19, 1863.
68.1.*.’.5:.‘3': July 23, 1863, August 26, 1863, August 13, 1863,
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possible that the Southern Presbyterian voiced the sentiments of other
denominations in its August 9, 1862, issue. It pointed out that, while
Presbyterians were grateful for the work of the Evangelieasl Tract
Soclety, they recommended it "merely as a temporary expedient,” and
were hopeful that the church would find "safer" means of supplying the
soldiera! wants as soon as practimable,69

50 other denominations began the work of publishing and distribut-
ing tracts and other religiocus reading matter. Ministers in their
sermons and through the medium of the religious press appealed to the
patriotism and Christianity of their congregations, C

It seems hard to believe that these appeals could have met
with the success indicated in & letter of ¢, L. Reafo to his wife
wherein he stated that, "I was at the Baptist chureh Friday night and
the cause of sending religious works among the soldlers was the
subject of consideration and some twenty or thirty thousand dollars
was collected for that benevolent enterpriae.“7l

The Presbyterian General Assembly recommended the Bible
Soeiety of the Confederacy to the patronage of iis ahurches,72 1%

also instructed the Presbyterian Publication Committee to begin the

691b1d., August 9, 1862.
701bid,, May 25, 1861, September 24, 1863.

71C. L. Refo to his wife, April 24, 1864, in Refo Papers,
Manuscript Department, Duke University Library.

72%&gntes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the Gonfadgrate States of Amegica ZAugu&ta, Gteorgia: 3team Power
Press Chronicle and Sentinel, 1861), 19,
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publication of tracts;’> a hymn book, "jymms for the Camp;" and The
Soldiers' Visitow,’

Hethodists set up the Soldiers Tract Association in March,
1862. They produced tracts, Testaments, hymn books, and the Chyistian
Advocate,’” As the various state conferences of the Methodist church
began to take vigorous measures for the support of the asswiati&n,%
immense quantities of Ribles and tracts were issued. There were also
two semi-monthly newspapers, one issued from Richmond and the other
from Mason, Georgia.

At the annual meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Chure¢h in the
Dioccese of Alabama, a resolution was adopted proposing to the bishop
that he not only raise funds to procure religious literature, but that
from tine to time he should send members of the ¢lergy to the army to
distribute them.77 The Episcopalian Diocésan Missionary Society in

Virginia brought forth a few thousand tract pages but concentrated its

7380ut’%:exg Pregbrterian, December 22, 1864,

Thanutes of the Genersl Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh
in the Confederate States of America, 307-308.

TS0hristian Advocate, July 3, 1862.

Tusnutes of the Georgia Annual Sonference of the Methodist
Episeopal Church South Held in Columbus, Georgia, November 23 to
Degember 3, 3, 2%

TTournal of the Proceedings of the 33rd Annual Council of the
Protestant Episcopal Chureb in the Diocese of Alabama (Mobiies
Farrow & Dennett, 186L), 2
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efforts on preparing and publishing a Camp Praggngaokuvs It contalned

sixty-four rages and included oceasional prayers, collects, burial

service, and hymns, all selected frem the Book of Cowmon Prqz§".79

The chart on the following psge c¢learly indicates the
comparative results produced by the varicus denominations and the
Evangelical Tract Society. It is obvious that the Baptist output was
numerically supsrior. True, this denomination had the advantage of a
framework for service already laid, but the sincerity and the intensity
of their efforts after the outbreak of war was recognized by all,
Moses D. Hoge, Presbyterian divine, said in March, 1862, "Scarcely
anything has been done in supplying our soldiers with evangellcal
literature except what has been affected Ly the Baptista., They have
done nobly, having circulated thousands and even millions of pages.
As long as the Southern Confederacy shall endure,...., they will be
honored for the good work in whisch thsy are engaged in behalf of the

souls of our soldiers,?

78Reverend G. Maclaren Brydon, “Diocese of Virginia in the
Southern Confederacy," in Historical Magazine of the Episcopal Chureh,
December, 1948 (Reverend Brydon kindly allowed aubhor to resd this
article before publication.),

7980uthgrn Churghman, May 1, 1863,
80re1igious Herald, March 6, 1862,
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ANALYSIC OF HELIGIOUS LITERATURL DISTRIBUTED

VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS

BY

Year Denomination Tracts
Published Distrib., Testaments

Pages

Bibles

Hymnals Papers

1861 Baptist -
1862 Barptist 40
Methodist
Evangelical
(Nondenominational) 110
1863 Baptist 100
Evangelical

(Nondenominational) 200
Presbyterian 46
1864 Methodist

Episcopalian

Presbyterian

Evangelical
(Nondenominational)

Baptists 100

700,000
6,187,000
162,721

5,000,000
21,000,000

23,000,000
1,312,000
20,000,000
30,000

13,719,750

50,000,000

50,000,000

12,000
6,095
52

10,000
25,000

50,000
34,000

P. Books

13,845
36 8

15,000 59,000
100,000 800,000

15,000

100,000

Statistics in the above chart are, in some instances, cumulative.

Tney were compiled from the following sourcest

South Western Baptist,

iovember 3, 1861; Southern Presbyterdan, January 25, 18623 Christian
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Advocate, July 3, 1862; Southern Churchman, March 9, 1862; Religious
Herald, April 17, 1862; South Western Baptist, June 25, 1863; Southern
Churshman, June 12, 1863; Minutes of the General Assembly of the
Eresbyterian Chureh in ihe Confederate States of America (Augusta:

Steam Power Fress Chronicle & Sentinel, 1861); W. W. Bennetd to
President Jefferson Davie, Decembsr 7, 1864, in Adjutant General Office
File, National Archives; Reverend G. Melaren Brydon to Lawrence F,
London, Historiographer Diecese of North Carolina, May 24, 1948,

University of North Carclinaj Southern Preshyterian, December 22, 18643

Southern Presbyterian; November 19, 1863; South Western Baptist, July
14, 1864.

The desire for reading material of a religious nature was so
great in some units that the scoldiers took matiers into their owm
hands. Company A of the Twelfth Georgia Hegiment raised the sum of
sixty dollars. The money was given to the chaplain in the hope that
with it he could keep them supplied for at least twelve momhhsagl
William H, Arehart solicited contributions in his company and he

raised seventy dollars and sixty cents. % The men of the Tenth and

Nineteenth Regiments, South Carolina Volunteers, contributed more than

SICaptain S. G. Pryor to his wife, April 26, 1863, typescript
copy in Georgia Department of Archives and History.

82i11lian H. Arehart, M5, diary in Uanuscript Department, Duke
Iniversity Library, entry of August 13, 1864,
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$200,%3 A recently converted soldier to the Baptist falth sent ten
dollars to the Sunday School and Publication Board with the request that
it forward to him tracts that would be suitable for distribution among
the ancenverted.ga These soldliers were prepared to pay for the Word
of God themselves. lowever, many felt that this need for religious
writings should be met by the churehes at home,

Reverend Ceorge H, Northam voloed the sentiments of many when
he wrote the Baptist Sunday Sehool and Colvortage Board that he would
serve as a colporter, if he ecould be supplied with Bibles and tracts.
Northam was not willing to sell a scldier a Bible or Testament whils
he was in the service of his enuntry¢85

¥hat special virtue did the littls traets contain? What was
it about them that would nake some soldiers use hard-earned cash to
purchase them and others to use their scanty leisure time to write
letters requesting them? The answer lies, partially, in one soldier's
letter. He said that the men in his regiment would appreciate "tracts
or anything else" that they could getuaé Apparently the men wers eager
for something to read and since thers was a lack of reading material,
in the army, they read anything sent to themag7 There were even cases

of soldiers who were not Christians reading the Word of God simply

83southern Presbyterian, larch 17, 1864.

hrelsgious Herald, June 13, 1861.

85Ibid., July 4, 1861,

Bésouthern Presbyterisn, August 17, 1861,

87Armz and Navy Messenger, iay 1, 1863.
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because they had nothing else to read.®® Tracts were small enough to
be carried in the pocket or placed in a Bible or prayer hook. In length
they were usually four pages: however, some had sixteen and a few
contained twenty-four. They were written in simple style and frequently
made use of a story or parable to teach their lesson. In this fashion
they could be understood by those with littls education,

Hearly all the great Southern divines made use of tracts as
vehicles for getting their messages to the Confederate soldier, Many
sub jects were discussed in these pithy little sheets, The nevessity
of conversion was stressed; soldiers were urged to shun bad company
and the vices sc common to army life; the& were sxhorted to have faith
in God and to accept the trials and tribulations of their military
status with true Christian fortitude. Many refererces were made to
Washington and other great Christian soldiers., Their virtues were
extolled and tre Confederate scldier was urged to emulate them¢89

TA Yother's Farting Words to Her Soldier Boy," written by
Reverend J. B. Jeter, was undoubtedly the most popular tract published.
Tt is estimated that at least 250,000 copies of it were issued.go
This tract, eight pages in length, was written in the form of a letter
from 2 mother to her son in the service., OShe tells him that she gladly

gave him up because he was going to fight to uphold "the great fundamental

Sgﬁichmond Inquirer, April 15, 1862.

89 reader may note the many subjects covered in the tracts
by examining the list furnished in the appendix.

Jones, Christ ir the Camp, 182.
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Pprineiples of the American Revolubion: that all authority is derived
from the consent of the governed.” In suprort of such a cause she
would not hesitate to give up ten sons if she had them to give, As
& true Christian she is opposed %o war, but this war was forced upon
the South. Although Christ is the "Prince of Peace," the son is told,
there 1s nothing in the Scriptures to indlcate that a Southern
Christian eannot defend himself. The mother then proceeda to give her
boy some advice on the kind of life he should live in the army. First,
he was urged to become a Christian and, as such, to avoid profanity
and beware of drunkenness., Se¢ondly, in all things he was to immitate
such soldiers as Washington and Cromwell. Then the mother ends her
1ett§r on & note of hope. She hopes that if he should fall in battle
that so:e day they may meet in "a world, where wars and rumors of
wars can never disturb us; but where love, peace, and joy, forever
reign¢"9l

"A Mother's Pérting Words to her Soldier Boy" may have been
inspired by another tract, prcbably published in 1862, entitled, "A
Letter to a Sen in Camp." In this tract a father writss a lstter to
his son, in which he glorifies secession and war., The father makes a
few suggestions touchirg on his son's duties in his "new mode of life,"
e 18 told to take care of his health by observing a few simple rules

such as drinking lots of ¢old water and chewing his food properl:,

915, B. Jeter, A Mother's Parting Words to Fer Scldier Boy
(Raleigh: Ueneral Traect Ageney, 1863). A copy of this tract may be
found in the Pare Books Foom, Library of Congrees and in the Keith M,
Read Collectien, Emory University.
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His officers were to be strictly obeyed and he was to avold profanity
and drink, have regular prayers in his tent, go to preashing whenever
possible, and read his Testament every morning and QVGningagz

The soldier found additional advice in a group of pamphlets
with such vague titles as, "Neither Cold Nor Hot," "Why Sit Ve Here
Idle,” ¥The Sentinel," "The Veoice of Consecience," and “The Muster.®
¥Yany offieers were highly oritieal of sush tractas because they feared
that in making their men think of death, judgment, heawven and hell,
thelir conseiences might be disturbed and they would be unnerved for
battle.

To ecounteract these offical fear, tracts aimed at bolstering
the soldiers faith and courage soon made their appearance. "How Do
You Bear Your Trials?® was a tract urging ite readers to sesk the
help of God in all of their misery, and in all of their aorraw¢93
"Christ's Graeiocus Invitation,” a pamphlet of the same nature, guoted
the very consocling words of scripture, “"Come unic me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, ard I will give you rest.”gk

. The necessity of having faith was vividly impressed upon the
Confederate soldier by a story related in 2 little pamphlet called,

uA Few Words to tre Soldiera of the Confederate States." The story

describes a dinner party at which a colonel and a bishop were guests,

92\ Letter %o a Son in Camp (Clarleston: South Carolina Tract
society, e d- .

Pow Do You Bear Your Trials? (Charleston, South Carolina
Pract Society, n.d.).

9b0hrist’a Gracious Invitation (Raleigh: Genersl Tract Agenoy,

186?). A ¢opy is in Rare Books Room, Library of Congress.
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The colonel was bitterly opposed to religion and during the ¢ourse of
the dinner he made many remarks expressing his views on the subject.
However, much to his chagrin, the bishop ignored them. Finally the
colonel stated thet he once knew an armmy officer who on the eve of
battle uttered the following prayer: "0 God, if there be a2 God, have
merey upon my soul, if I have a soul. Amen," After some moments
of silence the bishop looked at the colonel and sald that he knew
another army officer who before he went into battle offered a prayer
in which he said: "0 Lord God, if in the heat of action I forget
Thee, do thou not forget me. Amﬁnq"95 "The Life Preserver,® "The
Precious Blood of Christ or How a Soldier was Saved," "The Sword of
the Spirit,"iand "Harden Not Your Hearts,® were all tracts which, like
t' e one described above, were for the purpese of increasing the belief
of the soldier in God and His merey.

Besides those tracts, which urged the soldier to take certain
positive action along the road to Christian perfection, there were
some of a negative charaqter, negative in that they advised against
the performance of certain deeds. They counseled against falling a
vietim to the three great plagues that beset the army: namely, drinke
ing, gambling, and cursing. (It is probable that sexual imorality also
was a plague t5 the army, but the soldier did not discuss this problem

in his letters to the folks back home., Thousands of tracte were aimed

95Worda 4o the Spldiers of the Confederate States (Charieston:
Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society, n.d.). A copy is in the
Rare Books Room, Library of Congress.
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at drinking, gambling and cursing, but not one tract agency had the
temerity to publish a pamphlet discussing adultery.,)

The tract, "Pitching the Tent Toward Sodom," warns its reader
to beware of gambling. The story is told that there was once a pious
young man who shunned gambling. But army life was too monotonous, so
"he consented to take a single game of cards. True, it was only a
social game with no money staked upon the issue, Conscience whispered
it was wrong, yet he consented. The tent was pitehed toward Sodom.

In 8 day or two came another game, then another - then a whole night
spent in the excitement of the card table - then a little money,

simply to give interest to the game; and then he went down to gambler's
he11,n9é

If the above-mentiocned traet did not impress the soldier with
the evils of gambling, he might have reccurse to one called "The
Gambleris Balance Sheet." According to the bookkeeping of this
author, the gambler will gain lewd and wicked companions; idleness;
poverty; affliction of body and anguish of mind. Iis friends will
disown him, his mother will be ashamed of him, his sisters will blush
when his name ie mentioned, he will lose his soul and the result will
be eternal misery.97

The ineonsisteney of seeking freedom from Linc¢oln's usurpations

and then becoming a slave to liquor was pointed out in a tract captioned

96Pitghing the Tent Toward Sodom (Petersburg: Evangelical
Tract Society, n.d.) A copy is in tine hare Books Room, Library of
Congreas.

1he Gaubler's Balance Sheet, in collection of tracts at the
University of North Carolina.
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"Liquor and Lineoln and Liquors" So-called "Surgeons" who give whiskey
for medicinal purposes and who "advocate giving soldiers a nip... on
tie eve of battle” were referred to as "drunken ignoramuses," and
statistics prepared by sanitary officers of the British army proving
that temperance regiments are healthier and better scldiers than those
that imbibe, were pointed to with pridas?g The well-known story of
the father who spent his salary on drink while his wife and children
starve was retold in a tract with the heart-rending title of "The
Eventful Twelve Hours, or the Destitution and Wretchedness of a
Drunkard.”99

J« No Andrews called attention to the third great evil in the
army in a pamphlet entitled, "why Do You Swear?® He tried to show that
profanity did not add to a man's statue, Instead it was a positive
evil, debilitating and injurious to a person's character, %0 The
author of a tract called "The S8illy Fish" compared the swearer to a
fish that bit on a2 bare hook — neither derived any satisfaction from

101
their action.

98Li or & Lineoln & Liguor (Columbia: South Carclina General
Traet Ageney). A copw'of this tract is in the University of North
Carolina Library.

997ne Eventful Twelve Hours, or the Destitubion and iretchadness
of 2 Drunkard (Columbia: South Carolina Tract Society, 1862). A
copy of this tract is in the Universit, of Morth Carolina Library,

1005, 1. Andrews, Why Do You Swear? A copy of this tract is in
the University of Worth Carclina Library.

1017y S8illy Fish (Columbia: Soutli Carolina Tract Society,
1862).
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These tracts were produced by tte millions of pages, sent to
the armies and there distributed through the aid of pious soldiers,
shaplains, and ministers in the army and near army @ncampments.log
It was even said that General "Stonewall" Jackson was occasionally

seen giving tracts out in his armyslaa

The most important group
engaged in distributing tracts was the eolporter,

The term ecolporter is a French word and was first used during
the Feformation to describe Christians who took the writings of the
reformers to the peasantry and talked with the people about salvation.
The term was first used in this ecountry in the 1840's to refer to thoge
who distributed the publications of the American Tract ‘é‘:c:us:’t.e'(:.;r.:Lm‘L
With the rise of other tract socleties the word colporter became
synonymous with anyone who distributed religious literature,

Yet the colporter in the Rebel ranks was not exelusively con-
cerned with distributions. He discussed religion on a personal level
with the soldier, held prayer meeting,les gave comfort to the dying,
and courage to the living¢106

The activities of colporters like J. Lester Shipley, of Jagk-

son's army, indicate that indiscriminate distribution was an exeeption

1021,. G. Hutton diary, typescript eopy in Archives Collection,
University of Texas Library.

1OBSouth Western Baptist, June 26, 1862,

104&rqg and Navy liessenger (Petersburg), December 15, 1864,

105Gharleston Daily Courier, Jamuary 28, 1862,

losﬁeligious Herald, February 19, 1863,
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rather than a rule, Shipley adopted the poliey of talking with eaeh
person and learning all possible regarding his state of religion. Then
he selscted the most suitable tract for that soldier's particular
c§nditicn. Thus he hoped tc mske a separate sermon of each traet.lo?

Some men who became eolporters volunteered for this sarvieeploa
Others received salaries ranging from the twenty dollars a month plus
traveling expenses offered by the Soldiers Tract Socisty to the 3300
crovided by the Evangelical Sociely to some of its employeesalg

During the war the Evangelical Society made use of some 150
distributors. The Baptist Sunday School and Colportage Board employed
more than did any other denominational organiszation, having ninety in
their employ by 1864, 110

Chief complaints of the colporters were searelty of tracts
and other religious literature, frequent moves negessitated by the
amgy life, and consequent difficulty in becoming acquainted with the
soldiers. 11} Despite these and other difficulties, the majority of
men thus employed received intense satisfaction from the uork.llz

Reverend William Howard wrote that he had never spent a month more

pleasantly or more profitably than the one he passed in March, 1863,

1076y ristian Advocate, July 3, 1362,

lcsﬁeligious Herald, July 4, 186l1.

1°9Bog§h Carclina Fresbyterian, October 14, 1862.

1105541 Western Baptist (Tuskegee), July 14, 1864,

Biblieal Recorder (Haleigh), Mareh 25, 1863.
1125011 g30us Herald, March 5, 1863.
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intent on his work in the army. He found a hearty welcome everywhere
he went and was firmly supported by the commanders of the units he
visited.ll3

Many colporters fslt themselves most needed in the ho&pitalsallh
There was an obvious lack of spiritual guidance in most of these places.
Reverend 'loward found several hespitals eontaining 3,000 sick soldiers
near Meridian, Mississipri, in 1863. In four of thaese points he could
diseover no asttention being given to the spiritual interests of the
men. Hospitals also possessed great advantages for colportage:
easiness of access, constant c¢hange of patients,ll5 and the omnipresent
. tendency of the i1l to turn their thoughts to God and eteruity.llé 1t
must have been this combination of facts which led J. W, Jones to
remark, YThe work of the colportage and the work in the hospitals ran
into eaech other so naturally that it is really difficult to separate
them.... w117
In the cry for tracts one discordant note was to be found., It
was raised in an editorial entitled, "Saving Souls," which appeared in
The Countryman. The writer of this article wanted to know how one

tract eould save a soul. If a tract could save a soul, why did God

send His Son on earth 4o die on the Cross’ Why didn't he send a whole

11355,4) Western Baptist, kay 21, 1863.

1hge14gious jerald, March 13, 1862.

115South Western Baptist, January 29, 1863.

ll630uthern Presbyterian, August 31, 1861,

117Jones, Christ in the Camp, 196.
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lot of tracts instead? To say that one tract could save a soul was
blasphemy. The writer of this editorial ¢ould find nce value in traets.lls

While the few expressed dissatisfaction with the wholesale
distribution and glorification of tracts, no group recognized the
tracts' limitations more completely than did those religious leaders
who were trying to put virtue in the heart of the Confederate soldier.
They realiged that tracts and religiocus papers might tell him about the
Word of God, but that only in the Bible could he find the VWord itself,
The Bible was looked upon 2s a primary weapon in the fight against
moral depravity. It became essential for the South to produce this
weapon, because most Northern Bible sccleties, wit. the exception of
the American Bible Socieby, took the position that the sacred book was
contraband and refused to ship it.ll9 Hence, it was not long before
considerable difficulty was experienced in procuring Bibles and the
s:ortage became acute.lzo

The first Bible printed in the South appeared in 1861, Marks, -
Graves and Company of Nashville, Tennessee, was the printer. The
stereotype platss used in this work were bought in Philadelphia, and

were run thirough the blockade at Louisville.lzl This poclket edition

11%me GCountryman (Turnwold, Georgia), June 17, 1862,

11930ulter, The Confederate States of America 1861-1865, 528,

1205 outhern Presbyterian, December 25, 1862, Mareh 29, 1862.

lzlcoulter, The Confederate States of America 1861-1865, 529;
Newspaper article with no name, place, or date on 1t, in a "Confederate
Serapbook,” in Military Records Division, Alabama Department of Archives
and History.
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was published by the Southwestern Publishing louse. It was a neat
volume containing 956 pages, bound in muslin, and sold for fifty cents.
This book met the demands of those who complained that some of the
Bibles they received from home were too large.123

However, it was not long before the ban placed by the North
on the shipment of Bibles to the South made itself felt, With the end
in view of meeting the soldiei‘s need in this respect a convention with
delegates from South Carolina, Geergia, North Carolina, Virginia,
Alabama, Florida, and Tennessee met at Augusta, Georgia, from March
13 to 21, 1862. The Bible Sosciety of the Confederate States of America
was formed and a e¢onstitution adopted. The King James Version of the
Bible was to be rublished. They agreed to employ the stereotype
plates that the Tennessee Bible Society in Nashville was willing to
donate.lzk

A very energetig¢ indlividual in the search for Bibles was
Doctor Moses D. Hoge of the Presbyterian Chureh. He suscessfully
eluded the blockade and went to England to purchase Testaments from
the British and Foreign Bible Society. This organization gave Hoge
10,000 Bibles; 50,000 Testaments; and 250,000 Gospels and Psalms,12?

However, only a small portion of these got through the blockade.

123Henry L. Graves to his mother, April 22, 1863, in "Letters of
Confederate Soldiers,” 223, in Georgia Department of Archives and History,

12ABouthern Churchman, April 11, 1862.

1255 outhern Presbyterian, April 16, 13633 Soutbera Churchman,
spril 17, 18633 heligious Herald, April 9, 18633 Harold R. Willoughby,
Soldiers' Bibles Through Three Centuries (Chicago: University of
Chicago Prese, 1944), 23-29,
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To facilitate the purchase and publication of Bibles con~
siderable funds were nceded. Most of the money was raised by religious
groups such as "The ladies Christian Agsociation of Charleston, S.C.".
This orgmization sontributed fifty dollars to be used in the purchase

of Hibles » 126

¥When sufficient funds were not available or when publication
facilities were inadequate, attempts were made to remedy the deficit
by aequiring Bibles from home. Chaplain R. L. Wiggins, of the Fourth
Florida Regiment, pleaded in an open letter with the people at home to

mail him the Bibles that were "spoiling upon their 3helvss,"127

Chapw
iain J. 0. A. Cook was cmvinced that the army would be well supplied
if every family sent one of the several Bibles he bhelieved to be lying
about their hom.es.128
The shortage of Bibles e¢cncerned a number of soldiers. William
Ratts, whose feelings were probzbly shared by others, complrined to
his eister that there was only one Bible in his mess and everyone
vanted tc use it at once. Batts sugrested that he would be glad to
have one of his own.l29 “hern they had the money, soldiers did not

hesitate to purchase Bibles, if they were to be had, and one organization

1265outhern Presbyterian, April 12, 1862; Religious Herald,
Yay 8, 1862,

l27Southern Christian Advocate, February 19, 1863,

1281h1d., February 25, 1864,

129W1111am Batts to his sister, Angust 23, 1861, in Keith M.
Read Collection, Imory University Library.
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sold over 3400 worth of Bibles and Testaments,13o

A colporter reporting
on his sale of Holy wWrit said one soldier told him he would have to
have a copy of the Testament even if he had to sell his coat to enable
him to purchase it.l31 50 acute did the shortage of Bibles become in
1863 that Northern prisoners in Riehmond were pictured as selling
Zibles and Testaments for twelve or fifteen dollars.lzz

There can be little doubt that the Confederate soldier was
deeply aifected by the Bible, when he took time to read it, Fdward
Stuart found his mind in a state of uncertainty after reading his. He
wrote his father asking for information relative to the great points
about "whiceh there is such a variet, and diversity of 0piniona"133
C. W. Boyd gave expression to his feelings regarding the Hible when he
stated to his brother that... "the greatest pleasure that I have is
when I am reading y Bible and praying to my Createrué—sic_7 my
seavenly Fatner for in his care a lon_z_sic;7 do I feel safe., I
som /[sic 7/ time tak /“sic 7 my Gible on the Sabath / sic_/ and go to
som_z—sic 7 grove whnere I have no one in my way. 1 am often shocked by

wicked ocathes Z—siq;7 that my fellow soldiers role /“sic 7 out."lBh

1305outhern Presbyterian, June 25, 1863; George R, Hishardson to
his mother, n.d., 4S. in Virginis State Library, Richmond, Virginia.

1315,k Western Baptist, July 18, 1861.

132511 5ughby, Soldiers' Bibles Ihrough The Centuries, 27.

133Edward Stuart to his father, September 18, 1864, in Osdar Stuart
and Family ‘apers, fississippi Department of Archives and llistoxy.

134¢, W, Boyd to his brother, May 1k, 1862, MS, in Military
fiecords Division, Alabama Department of Arechives and History.
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George W, Hooker vowed to his father that the only book he
read was his Bible, because from it he obtained consolation, 137 The
same could be said of J, M., Simpson, who found great comfort in the
passage, "Blessed is the man who trusteth in Thee O Lord." This and
other passages, he wrote his mother, inspired him to pray even when
others were "carrying on" and drinking around himalsé

A most revealing incident indicative of the effect of the
Bible on the soldier, occurred on one of the battle fields around
Riermond. There, several days after a battle had been fought, the
body of a Confederate scldier was found, The worms were already eating
the flesh from his hand, a hand that rested on a page in his Bible
containing the Twenty~third Psalm wherein is written: "Thy rod and
Thy staff they comfort me."137

Besides the many instances in whieh the Bible saved the
spiritual life of the aoldier there are a few cases in which it saved
his physical life as well. The story is related that two soldiers
were receiving instruction in the manual of arms., OUne of them; not
knowing that his gun was loaded, discharged his rifle at the command,
ufire,"” The Heverend George W, Holland, happened t- be passing by

and the ball struck t'e Bible in his pocket over his heart, glanced off

135George‘w. looksr to sister Mollie, December 17, 1863, in
tte J. F. Newson Letters, .lanuscript Department, Duke University Library.

1365, 11, Simpson to his mother, October 1k, 1862, ¥S, in
possession of Mrs. John Scott llarks, Birmingham, Alabama,

137A Confederate, The Grayjackets (Fichmond: Jones Drothers &
Co., 1267), 268,
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and broke his left arm whiech later had to be amputated. So impressed
was the minister with this menifestation of Providence that he promised
to deliver his next sermon from the text of the first leaf of his
Bible that was untorn by the ball.138

Private Caswell Smith of Company "B%", Thirty-nint: i{ississippi
Fegiment, likewise owed his life to the 3ible., Smith was on gnard
dutr. A stranger aporoached who could not give the password and would
rot halt., As Smith ealled for the eorporal of the guard he recelved a
blow with a knife from his adversary who disappeared around s corner
and escaped. The guard, a little stunned from his encounter, found
that the knife, in addition to having paszed through his thiek coat,
had als> cut through most of the New Tsstament he was carrying in his
shirt pocket. 7Tt pierced as far as the Seventeenth verse of the
Tenth Chapterof Mark, 12?7 |

The religicus pericdicals published by the chureh organizations
during the course of the war were of two types. Tn the first category

were such publications as the Army and Navy Herald, The Zoldiers

Paper, Army and Navy [essenger, Soldiers Visitor, Soldiers Friend, and

Soldiers lazarine. These papers were published eapecially for the

reading of th:= soldier. They were actually itracts in the form of a

paper. In the second category vers the Heligious Herald, Southern

Christian Advocate, Southern Presbyterian, South Uestern Baptist, and

Soutrern Observer. These were the official organs of the variocus

1385 utiern Presbyterian, October 26, 1861.

13% rti0le in Serap Book of S. B. Hal , Mississipni Department
of Archives and History.
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denominations, and they carried not only church news but also letters
to the editor written by chaplains, colporters, and other correspondents
from the army. Singe they were more regular in publication, and cone
tained news of the hume church as well as articles on religion, it would
appear from the corments of the soldiers that they were more popular
than those written especially for the army.lho

The Soldiers Visitor owed its origin to the Presbyterian

Board of Publication, The hoard eonceived the ides of issuing a sheet
containing tracts, because it felt thoat in this form they would be
more generally read., Other reading matter was also to be added when-
ever space permitted. From its beginning in August, 1863, to March,
1864, 59,000 copies cof it were distributed, Sinece this paper was
primarily to be a tract issuing medium it was e¢ireculated in the army
free of charge. The expense of the paper was met by voluntary

il

donations from the congregations at home,

The Army and Navy lHerald was a paper published semi-monthly by

+ne Soldiers Tract Asscciation Methodist Episeopal Chureh South., It
was the answer of that church to the belief that the soldier preferred

to read a paper to a tract.lhz An investigation of the articles

lhuSouthern Fresbyterian, June 15, August 17, June 15, 1261,

lhl{lnutns of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the Confederate States of America (Coluvbia: Evans & Gogswell,
186%), 306; Southern Presbyterian, December 22, 1864.

423 uthern Presbyterian, September 21, 1861; HMarch 19, 1863;
Augast 31, 1361; Southern Christian Advocate, April 23, 1863; September
10, 1863.
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published in one edition of this paper indicates its tractish nature,
it eontained the following: "The Soldiers Pocket Bible," "Iribute to
Woman's Power," "Come to Jesus," "A Model Boy," "How Washington Died,"
"The Sure Foundation,®" "Washington's Will," #Prolific Controversy,"
"Sunday Mails,® TSditorials in the same edibtion were: "Is It Aight,v
and "The ¥hiskey Erysipelas." Newsey items in this paper were: "Summary
of the News," "Letter from Bishop Andrew," "Religlon in Camp,® and
"Creat Revival Among Troops Below Riehmond,#143

All of the religious papers had a rather precarious existence,
They suffered from want of funds, because in most cases they were given
free to the scldiers; thery experienced shortage of paper; and somew-
times occasioned official displeasure. The governor of one state, in
1364, issued an order allowing the publication of secular papers, but
suspending the publication of religlous papars.lhh The Southern
Cbserver felt the paper shortage, for one edition appeared partly on
foolseap paper, partly orn brown wrapping paper, and partly on wall-
Paper-lhs

The high value placed on these periodieals, as well as thelr
apparent shortage, is indicated by the fact that they went through a

good many hande.l46 It was not unceommon for a domen or more to peruse

lhBArmy and Havy herald, October 15, 1863, A copy of this
paper is in the Van David Fapers, in the Archives Collection, Library
of the University of Texas,

g outh Western hHaptist, July 14, 1864,

1453311’ n"The (umberland Presbyterian Church in Alabamna During the
Civil War," in Hall Collection, Alabama Department of Archives and History.

b5 out heyn Presbyterian, June 29, 1861,
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the same eogy.lh? Une soldier rather causticly comuented that "a
paper is not much account after we all in our part of the camp get
through with 4t." I'is mess mate had asked him to keep the paper
hidden in the tent until he had thoroughly digested its conhentﬁ.lkg

The singing of hymns forms an 1nteg§al part of most religious
services, This was true of those held in the Confederate army. And
soldiers, like many other people, felt that their spirits were lifted
up when they sang old hymns that brought back fond memories, Many were
the instances in which they were heard to sing these hyms in their
tents or while on the mareh.

Shortly after the war started there was a great demand for
hymn books.lh? This demand was partially met by the publieation of
two hymnals intended spceifically for the scldiers' use. They were

the Army Hymm Book and The Soldier!'s Hymun Book.

The Army Hym Book was published by the Presbyterian Commitiee
of Publiecation, It contained eighty-two of the imost common hymns and
an appendix of six popular tunes with the music and words.l5o The
type of hymn designed to appeal to the soldier may be surmised from
the titles of th:- followi-g which appezred in ti.e hymnal: "A charge
to keep I have," "Accurding to Thy Gracious word," "Alas and did my

Saviour Blesd,” "All hail the powsr of Jesus' name,” "Am I a soldier

147Religicua lerald, -Mareh 6, 1362,

1A880uthern Presbyterian, June &, 1861.
491psa., April 9, 1863.

Mote——

1501114, , March 3, 1864, December 22, 186k.
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of the Cross," "Come, Holy Spirit eome," and "iearer my God to Thee 151
Ab-ut 15,000 copies of this hymnal were published.

The Soldier's Hvmn Book was published by the South Carolina

Tract Society. The selection of hymns was made by Reverend Coulding
and gontained such hymns as: "The Christian Warrior - see him stand,”
"Soldiers of the cross, arise," "Reneath the cross of Jesus" and "God
Bless our native land.nl152

There can be little doubt that the printed Word of God, in the
form of tracts, papers, Bibles and hymn books, did much to stimulate
interest in the spoken Word as expressed in revivals, Soldiers who
had nc books to read, few newspapers, and hours to spend in waiting,
were eager and glad to read any material they could get thelr hands
on, They read ~f the great mysteries of relicion, the Sermon on the
Mount, t.e forgiveness of sins, the nature of Cod, and life-everlasting.
Feading about these matters was frequently not sufficient to answer
all the questions in the scldier's heart. Tracts usuelly made him
only more curious about the problems at hand. e heard there was a
revival in camn and he felt sure that here he could fird the answer to
the questions that these tracts raised in his mind. Tt would be an

absurdit; to say that tracts were responsible for the Great Hevival in

151The Army Hymn Bock (Presbyterian Comnittee of Publication
1864 ), 18-115.

152H. B. Pratt to Peverend Goulding, February 27, 1864; Joim
M. Waddel to Reverend Goulding, September 26, 1863, all in Goulding
Collection, Emory University Library; fhe Soldiers Hym Book (Columbia:
South Carolina Tract Society, 1863), 126-223.
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the Southern Army, and yet there ¢an be little doubt that they played
a great part in stimuiating interest in it,

It is interesting to note that many articles written in the
papers of that time dealing with the subjJect of revivals also mention
the distribution of tracts. While a rewvival was going on in Barks-
dale's Brigade, Colporter A. L, Dickinson was with the unit distribub~
ing tracts and Testaments,’53 A veritable avalanche of religious
writings deacended upon the armies, and the effects of this were soon
manifested in the Great Revifals of the fall of 1863,

}330uth Western Baptist, April 9, 1863.




CHAPTER VI
THE GREAT REVIVAL

When the chaplain of a particular unit felt that "the field
was white," he would begin protracted meetings whioch, all things being

equal, resulted in a revival and & "harvesting of the fruitao"l

In

some cases the chaplains of several units united to hold these meet-
ings.z In other cases - especlally in the Army of Tennessee which
suffered for want of spiritual guidan633~ deep religious emotion re-
mained latent until missionaries sent by the various churches appeared
and stirred it up. Plous offlicers and men occasionally took the
irjtiative in stimulating revival interest when no chaplain or missionary
was available.’

Such a revival occurred in the First Company, Richmond Howitzers,

in the winter of 1864. There was no chaplain in this battery and only

1
Religious Herald, January 8, 1863; Southern Chri Advocate,
August 6, 1863; The Army . and Navy llessenger, August 15, 1333.

23outhern Christian Advocate, June 4, 1863,

3south Western Baptist, July 23, 1363; Colonel Newton Davis to
Bettie, May 12, 1833, M8, in Yilitary Hecords Division,; Alabama Depart-
ment of Archives and History.

hsouthern Christian Advocate, June 4, 1863,

160
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a few Christian soldiers, but those who were Christians became ac-
customed to gathering in their little log chapel for prayer meeting
every afternoon. The services were simple. They consisted in scrip-
ture reading, a prayer, and singing. It was also understood that if
anyone wished to make a few appropriate remarks he was free to do so.
Gradually, interest in and attendance on these meetings increased.
Then one day, one of the most respascted men in the battery rose up and
declared, "I think it honest and right to say to my comrades that I
have resolved to be a Christian, I here declare myself a believer in
Christ. I want to be counted as such, and by the help of God, will
try to live as sueh,® This took the men by surprise, and a solemn
silence fell upon the group for it emphasized the feelings about
religion which had lain unexpressed in their own minds. Interest
spread rapidly, and the men who were concerned, still without a chape
lain, got into the habit of talking with their comrades who were avowed
Christians, The movement went quietly on with no excitement or overt
demonstration until sixty-five men, two-thirds of the whole battery,
had econfessed the faith.5

Another remarkable "shower of grace" was precipitated by one
of the men at Camp Nineveh in October, 1862. Captaln Thomas J. Kirk-
patrick, ruling elder in the Lynchburg Presbylterian Church, related
how one night he had joined a group of men sitting around the campfire

ard singing hymne. He had spoken informally with them, telling them

>William Meade Dame, Froam the Rapidan bo Hichmond and the
Spottsylvania Campaign (Baltimore: Green Lucas Company, 1920), 51.
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what & blessing it would be if those there would consecrate themselves
to God, To the captain's amagement, every man present but cne expressed
himself as being prepared to turn to God and to lend a new life from
that night on. The meetings around the campfire continued, the
Christian elder speaking with the men on the doctrines of faith, until
between:forty and fifty members of his own company had been converted
and members of other companies had begun to show an intermstoé

Young ehaplains who were often novices in the revival field
occasionally called upon the older, more experienced missionary to
assist theu when a promising seriousness pervaded their units. This
happened when the Reverend Dr. Stiles, Presbyterian misslonary to the
Army of Northern Virginia, was requested by three Baptist chaplaine of
General Isaac Trimble‘'s Brigade to eooperate with them in holding a
meeting. At the end of three days of services, about seventy men and
officers came forward requesting to be prayed for, and Dr. Stiles
thought there may have been more who were unable to reach the altar
because of the crowd.7

The revival tide flowed forcefully and rapidly throughout the
armies of the Confederacy. Chaplain J. . Stokes, Third Geourgia
Volunteers, expresscd the belief that there never before had existed a

greater revival spirit than the onc which pervaded the Army of Northern

6Southern,81esbx§erian, December 4, 1862; llorth Carcolina
Presbyterian, November 15, 1862,

Tsouthers, Presbyterian, November 6, 1862; North Carolina
Presbyterian, November 15, 1862; The Index (London, February 12, 1863),
II’ E‘IOc 14.2, 25‘@.
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Virginia in the spring of 1863.8 It was said that protracted meetings
were in progress in every regimant¢9 The Fleventh South Carolina
Regiment, whic® allegedly contained but two church mewbers, experienced
a2 revival in the fall of 1%63; after its force was spent, a chaplain
wrote that but few more than twe were not nrofessors of religion.lo
Revivals were reported in the brigedes of Barksdale, Lawbon, Walker,
Paxton, Hoke, Cobb, Jones, Posey, Wilcox, Kershaw, the Stonewall
Brigade and many athers.ll' fisverend B, T. Lasy anounced that nearly
1000 souls of the Seeond and Third Corps had professed faith in
September, 1863,12 and it was estimated that 15,000 men in this Army
of Northern Virginia alone made some profession of faith during the

13

war,

" The Army of Tennessee received a similar outpouring of grace,
Feverend Benjamin Palmer, Presbyterian missionary to this army, said
in July, 1863, that interest in religion was universal despite the
singular lack of chaplains. Those c¢haplains who were engaged in this

field and other missionaries to the army preached "every where, every

®3outhern Christian Advocate, June 4, 1863.

9The Army ap’ Navy Messenger, June 15, 1863; Scuth Western
Baptist, June 11, 186%.

10@39 Soldie's Paper (Riehmond), MNovember 1, 1863,

Hgout;- yn Churchman, April 17, 1863.

1235uthern Fresbyterian, September 24, 1863.

IBNOll (ed.), Doctor Qllintvard, Chaplain, gvé'wgn, 3u
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day, and often twice a day."* Ancther missionary, A. D. MeVoy,
announced that religion penetrated every brigade and regiment, and in
one week /“that of April 26, 18647 , 292 men from this army were reported
to have been.ccnverted.15

Chaplain J. H. Bryson of the Ninth Kentucky Regiment eommenced
a meeting in the early part of Mareh, 1863, Interest in the services
was so profound that pious soldiers frequently came to the ghurch two
hours ahead of time to assure themselves of seats, The house was
always overflowing and many stood along the aisles, in the door ways,
and on the porch throughout the exercises, so eager were they to hear

the Word of God.l6

Daniel L. Kelly, a soldier stationed in Chattanooga,
described the state of religion which existed in the army in September,
1863, when he wrote to his cousin and said: "I am going to tell you
some good news and that is all tmuwnwzféiqj7 the whole Army of Tennessee
there is a Revival of Religion golng on ﬁrotracted meeting are now
being held all threw /sic/ the entire Army so fare [sic/ as 1
notice and souls are being converted to God every day this I am

delited /sic/ to see for nothing gives me greater pleasure than to

see men forsake their wicked ways and turn to the ways of truth."l7

lhgouthern Presbyterian, July 2, 1863.

lSThe Southern Christian Advocate, !May 12, 1864,

16$outhern Presbyterian, Harch 26, 1863.

17paniel L. Kelly to idss S, J. Honnell, September 12, 1863,
S, in Archives Collection, Emory University Library.
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Because of military duties-- seouting, skirmishing, and
picketting— the cavalry brane: of the Army of Tennessse was belatedly
affected by the revival, However, in July, 1863, a missionary arrived
at the camp of Terry's Texas Rangers where, together with Reverend R.
" Fs Bunting, chaplain tc the unit, he began a protracted meeting. The
timing was apparently propitious, for the church was crowded with
attentive listeners from the firat; scon more than forty men were
asking what they might do to be saved. It is interesting to note that
soon after the revival began the regiment was invited to a ball being
giver by their superior officers a few miles away. The "acting
functionary” declined respectfully and invited the would-bs-hosts to
come to the "very interesting meeting in progress at this plaee."18
The meeting eontinued for more than four weeks during which time
services were held daily. At the end of this tiae thirty men pro-
claimed thenselves ready to make a public profession of faith and about
130 more were said to have eome under the influence of the mﬁeting.lg

Every known type of religious service was pressed into use
during the revival. Preaching and Sunday school, prayer meeting and
Bible clasa, enquiry, exhortation and singing meetings all became

20
instrumentalities of the revival.

18s0uthern Presbyterian, August 13, 1863.

191big., August 27, 1863.

2030outhern Presbyterisn, June 11, 1863; The Army and ngx
1863;

Mesgenger, June 15, Christian Observer, November , 18623 | Religious
Herald, July 9, 1863.
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One soldier described the revival in Jackson's army as "one
great Methodist Camp ileeting-- they build log fires, sing, pray and
preacii, and when they ask for the mourners they cose in hundreds some
falling on the ground erying for merayw“zl

¥Yhen the revival was at its height and interest seemed to
warrant it, preaching was held several times a day and every day in
the week. Doctor Stiles reported 1200 to 1500 members in one
congregation,22 and ministers seemed unanimous in praising the conduct
of soldiers during services,

Preachers of the revival seemed to have come from four distinet
groups: ilhe chaplains; ministers and Christian laymen in the service;
those preachers whose churches were in the vieinity of camp; and
divines who were conmissioned by their respective denominations to go
as missionaries and colporters to the army.

uf the chaplains, it was generally conceded that they devoted

themselves to their work with commendable 5eal,zh and those units which

2lsouth Western Baptist, December 25, 1862,

22The Index (London), February 12, 1863; the North Carolina
Presbyterian, November 15, 1862,

23Riohmond Christian Advocate, September 17, 1863; Southern
Christian Advocate, June 11, 1863; Southern Presbyterian, Octaber 29,
1863.

2hChristian Advocate, August 27, 1863; Albert Goodloe, Con~
federate Echoes (lennessee, 1907), 375-376; Stiles, Four Years Under
ffarse Robert, 142-43.
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were not blessed with a chaplain frequently contained in their ranks
willing ministers and laymen who conducted revival services quite
ahly.25

‘iany pastors from shurches near camp contributed their time
and efforts and these were uesually well received by the man.zé One
minister, s Reverend Craigle who was pastor of two e¢hurehes fifteen
miles from a gamp in Virginia, was described as Mone of the greatest
preachers I ever listened to" by Thomas F, Boatwright,2'

However, it seems that the labors of the missionaries were
most greatly appreciated and were blessed with the greatest response.
Perhape the reason for this was, as Chaplain F. 5, Petway expressed
it, that "We need the ministrations of such men, whose age and maturs
experience can give greater weight to the truths promulgsted, and serve

as a sure directory to the young and morse inaxperieneed.zs

25, : v
ame, From the Rapidan to Riechmond, 150~51; William R.
Stillwell to his wife, March 15,'i§6 s typeseript coyy in, "Letters

of Confederate Soldiers," V, in Georgla Department of Arehives and History,

26North Carolina Presbyterian, October 18, 1862; Christ%an
Advocate, October 2, 1863; Colonel Newton Davis to Bettie, May 12,
1533, in “ilitary 7ecords Division, Alabama Department of Archives and
History; Southern Presbyterian, December 4, 1862.

M nomas F. Bostwright to his wife, April 9, 1863, in Boatwright
Fapers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina,.

2830outhern Christian Advogate, June 11, 1863.
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Those missionaries who seemed to have been most active were:
Reverends J, B. McFerrin, J, C. Stiles, Benjamin F. Palmer, A. Broaddus,
and A. E. Dickinson,2?

A letter to the Southern Christisn Advocate pave a soldierts
opinion of Feverend J. B. MoFerrin. It said, "™We want to see Brother
J. B. McFerrin among us., 1ill he not ¢ome? The soldiers say when he
preaches to them their wounds get easy, and the sweet memories of long
ago> are brought baek.“30

Interest in the services or the slze of the congregation did
not depend on the eminece of the preacher, for soldliers gathered in
large numbers to hear theirp eﬁap&ain, a visiting elergyman, or a pious

layman preach.BI

One soldier's heart was "filled to overflowing?®

after hearing a divine frorm Baltimore preaah.Bz Another termed a
discourse delivered by a2 third sergeant in his vompany as one which for
sgimplieity, earnestness, and appropriateness to the ogcasion, I have

seldont heard exnelled.“BB

295cuthern Presbyterian, April 14, 1864; Southern Presbyterian,
September 10, 1863; Christien Observer, November 20, 1862; South Western
Baggist, April 9, 1863; North Carolina Preabg%erian, Novemher 15,
1862; Southern Christian Advocate, June 2, 1864; Religious Herald,
July 9, 1333; R, C. ifabry to his wifeg April 20, 1862, in R. C. Mabry
Papers, North Carolina Historical Commisslon.

3055uthern Christian Advocate, April 28, 186k4.

3lstiles, Four Years Under iarse Robert, 140.

32momes F. Boatwright to Mrs. Boatwright, April 9, 1863,
Boatwright Papers, Southern Historieal Collection, University of North
Carolina.

33s0uthern Presbyterian, August 31, 1861,
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Chaplain J. Monroe Anderson, in giving an account of a revival
at Camp Gregg, Virginia, stated that all services had been eonducted
in as quiet a manner as possible, He refused to see inguirers anywhere
but in the privacy of his tent and had "studlously avoided everything
which might seem like getting up an exnitem@nt."Bh

It would seem that Chaplain Anderson's procedure was the ex-
ception rather than the rule, Letters from soldiers, missionaries,
and other chaplains are resplete yith deseriptions of services which
indicate that they were generally conducted in the following manner.
After the sermon was completed, a hymn was sung and the minister called
upon all theose who felt the need of gpecial prayers to come to the
front. There the anxious soldiers, sometimes as many as 100 at a
time, came forward and, as the spirit moved them, they sat upon the
"mourners bench," knelt upon the ground, or prostrated themselves
before the altar seeking forgiveness for thelr sine, "33

The Due-wWest-Telescope, a secular newspaper, took lssue with

this method of conducting the revival in camp. It said: "4 discourse
is preached whiech has but little in it, After it is over, the preacher
goes down among the soldiers and begins his song. 'We are bound for

Canazan's happy land.' He sings, and shakes hands -- he sings and

3b1bid., June 11, 1263.

35R, . Mabry to his wife, September 5, 1863, in R. C. Mabry
Papers, lNorth Carolina Historical Commission; A. 5. Webb to his
brother, July 24, 1843, in Webb Letters, North Carclina Historical
Comnission; South Western Baptist, June 25, 1863; Stiles, Four Years
Under Marse Robert, 140; R. B. Hudgkins to his uncle, April TQ, l§33,
in Soatwright Papers, Scouthern iistorical Collection, University of
North Carolina,
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exhorts —- he tells the war worn soldier about the horrors of Hell and
the glories of Heaven. He points him to the !'better country,' and repre-
sents a mother, a sister, a wife, or a babe as there in glory, and he
beeckons the soldier to come along and join the happy throng, The
soldier is moved, others are excited; they join together and go forward
to be prayed for; and this is called a revival, and the world is told
that there is great religious interest in the camps‘"36

Be this as i} may, some degree of religiocus excitement oc-
casionally arose without solicitation. Chaplain Y. Bibbs, Sixtieth
Virginia Regiment, found it unnecessary to beg the men to identify
themselves as seekers of religlon as they were ready and anxious to do
so.37 Doctor Stiles declared that at one meeting a number of the men
began to shout arnd were "weepingly converted® so that he was forced to
request them to retire from the mesting for "rest and meditatiqn¢“38

The inquiring soldier did not hesitate to go to the altar for
prayers when he was attending services in a civilian church, One
soldier wrote his mother on September 10, 1863, that he had gone to
preaching at a country chureh and had witnessed half the soldiers
present go up to be prayed for.39

Direct avpeals to the unconverped were also made in those

prayer meetings which were led by laymen and ministers in the army and,

36pe14gious Herald, Detober 8, 1863.

3Mpa4., May 14, 1963,

3 8S‘mthsm Presbyterian, December 4, 1862,
39The Mobile Advertiser and Register, October 1, 1863.
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apparently with good results.?® A private in Ctey's Dattery wrote
that his unit had no chaplain, but it had been blessed with a revival

through the efforts of "Comrades in arms," and regular prayer meetings

were hvalci.l"l

Frequently following preaching or prayer meeting, a large
proportion of the congregation would frequently retire to the woods
and remain in prayer aid supplieation till well after x‘um:iclnight;.h2
These sessions alwost always resulted in conversions.

¥inisters were always hapyy when they could report the con-
version of an offieer.hB Indeed, when officers were brought wnder the
influence of religion, it often worked to the benefit of the revival
as a whole, for these officers were then willing to suspsnd roll call
and drill in order 1o enable the me. to attend divine services.

It is a well known fact thal Genoral Lee was a devoutly plous
man. rowever, some of his generals were less religiously inclined

than he and became accustomed Lo making Sundays the time for drills and

reviews. The story is told that twe e¢haplains went to Lee ard reguested

hO  1itam . Stillwell t- his wife, Septeuber 7, 1863, typeseript
copy in, "Letters of Confederate Soldiers,” V, Georgia State Department
of Archives and History; Goodloe, Confederate Ighoss, 389,

hl"outhern Christian Advocate, June 4, 1863.

hzlbid,, Haren 12, 1263; iel%gioua Herald, May 14, 18633
Southern rusgxg December b, 1862.

ABSouthegg Presbyterien, December 4, 1862.

“4;ones, Ghrist in the Camp, 552-553; R. b. Hudgins to his
uncle, April 12: 1863, in Boatwright Papers, Southern Hlstorical
Collection, University of North Carolina.



172
him to order limitations of military activities on the Sabbath. The
general made no promise and the conversation turned to the progress of
the revival. It was noted that Lee was highly pleased with the report
the chaplains gave him on this subject, As the ministers rose to
leave one said, "I think it right that I should say to you, Ceneral,
that the chaplains of this army have a deep interest in your welfare,
and that some of the most ferveni prayers we offer are in your behalf."
Tears came to the general's eyes as he replied, "Please thank them for
that Sir. I warmly appreciate it. And I can only say that I am nothing
but a poor sinner, trusting in Christ alone for salvation, and need all
the prayers tiey can offer for me.," Shortly éhereafter he issued an
order requiring better observance of the Sabbath da.;snl’5

when the soldier felt that his prayers had been heard and that
his sins had been forgiven, he rrofessed a faith in the saving grace
of Christ. In one meeting of thirty days in Featherston's Brigade,
140 men professed the fa.i‘t;h;l"6 and 100 men of Barksdale's Brigade did
likewise during a meeting of twenby-cne dayﬁ.“7 A scldier in the
Fourteenth Virginia Tegime:t wrote a friend that soue seventy-five or

L8

100 members of the Corpz had made a profession; and Lieultenant Josiah

L5pouglas S. Freeman, Robert E. Lee (Mew York: C. Scribner's
Sons, 1934~-35), III, 244.

485ginwater, A Civilisn's Recollsctions of the War Between the
States, 14l.

A7South Jesterr Daptist, April 9, 1863.

1‘83. P. Fead to R. C. Habry, September 6, 1863, in Mabry
Letters, North Carolina Historical Commission.
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Ryland recorded in his diary that 185 members of the Twenty-sixth
Virginia Regiment had felt the hand of the Lord upon trem by August
10, 1063.49

True profession and sincere repentance were not easily obtained.
They often necessitated long and arducus seasons of meditation and
self analysis. John H. Hartman wrote on August 30, 1363, that "I am
also a morner zféig;7 and have bin zféi@mj7for the last three or four
days and ant /7 sic 7 through yat.“so J. B. E. Tamkin wrote his wife
that he had wanled t- make a profession then he was home, "but I was
afraid T was not good enough, for I think one should feel perfectly
satisfied that e is good enough to jine /sic/ a church before he
beca~e a Lamber ."51

ther a soldier felt the power of the revival, he usually acted
ir tre nmanner of John . iartman, who wrote to his wife "that I have
rrofest of my sins and T a=w going te glne Zwsiq;7 the church and be

52

baptized in 2 few days.,” Those who were Christians already were eager

to tell the folks back home of the ef’ect of the revival on thelr friends

49Lieutenant. Josiah Ryland, typescript diary in possession
of Doctor Garnett Ryland, University of Hichmond, entry of August 10,
1363,

5oJohn ¥. Hartman to Asa Ribelin, August 30, 1863, in John
Hartman Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University Library.

SIJ. B. E. Lampkin to his wife, August 21, 1863, typescript
copy in, "Letters of Confederate 3oldiers," II, Georgla Department of
Archives and History.

52John Y. Hartman to Mrs. Hartman, September 1, 1863, in

vartman Papers, lanuseript Department, Duke Universit, Library.
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in the servieo.SB Sore told of the conversions, the attention during
t e religious ex:e:z-eiseel,,&L and of soldiers standing around after the
services with Testamerts in their hands., When the soldiers saw this
great outpouring of grace, they began to hope for and to expect
supernatural intervention or behalf of the COnf@derauy.55

Letters to friends and to ehurch papers make frequent mention
of the writers having witnessed or participated in a baptism of converts

into the various churches.56

A meeting in Wood's Brigade in the spring
of 1843 resulted in about 100 oonversions.57 Kirkland's Rrigade
contributed forty-seven converts and Walker!'s about thirty in one week
of May, 186!.;.58 Hore than 200 members of Mahone’s Pricade joined a

chureh in the fall of 1863.59 Reverend Doctor MeFerrin, missionary to

53Thomas, Yemoirs of Joseph P. Thomas, 9; William Dunlap to
his sister, May 28, 1863, in Adam L. Duniap and Daniel Rifle Papers,
Yanuscript Department, Duke University Library.

5handrew Jackson Brown, typesceript copy of diar in ;ossession
of Doctor Bell I. Wiley, Emory University, entry of September 22, 1864,

%5 ggleston, A hebel's Recollections, 240-241.

56\outr Wiestern Baptist, September 4, 1863; John Crittenden to
his wife, ‘fareh 27, 1864, typescript copy in Crittenden Lettsrs, Archives
Collection, lerary of tne University of Texas; ¥. W. Thompson to his
sister, August 14, 1863, in F. . Thompson Papers, Archives Collection,
Library of ithe University of Texas; William RE. Stillwell to his wife,
April 2%, 1863, typeseript copr in "Lettars of Confederate Soldiers,”
v, ' aorgia Departmeht of Archives and History; R. C. Mabry to his
wife, May 20, 1864, in usbry Papers, lorth Carolina Historical Gom-
mission; Sout: Wesbteru bapbist, HMurer 24, 1264.

57Southern Christian Advocate, Juane 11, 1863,

5BRiohmond Christian Advocate, May 12, 1364,

Sgsouthorn Christian Advocate, October 2, 1463,
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the Army of Temnnessee, reported that after a meeting of twenty-one days
he received fifty-three candidates for membership in the Methodist

Episcopal Churah.éo

Baptisms became so commonplace that the following story began
to go around: Colonels AW and "BM commanded rivel regiments in the
same brigade and each kept ¢lose wateh to prevent the other from ex-~
celling him in performance. One day "B" was surprised to hear that a
revival had commenced in A's regiment. Colonel "B" then turned to
his adjutant and tcld him to iasue a general order assembling a revival
immediately. Then on learning that fifteen men in "A%ts regiment had
been baptized, Colonel "B" ordered his adjutant to form a special detail
of twenty men to be baptized forthwith, for, said "B#, "I will be
hanged if T don't geb ahead of "A this time."®} This story was told
so many times in both the North and the South that it became & part
of the folk-lore of both secticns.

If extreme rivalry existed betwsen the denominations, it is
not evident; for meetings were often held jointly with ministers of
the Baptist, Methodist, and Preasbyterian Churches parbicipating.éa
Usually at the close of the meeting, the doors of the church were

opened tc all who were read, to profess, and ai that tinme the soldiers

&Orpid., June 2, 1864.

6%2&3 Southern Field and Fireside (Augusta, Georgia), May 2,
1863. m——

62Piller HeDavid, to his sister, August 15, 1863, in Manuseript
Department, Duke University Library; Southern Christian Advocate,
February 18, 1864.
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made known the denomination of their choice, If & qualified repre-
sentative of that denomination were present, he took the soldier by
the hand, questioned him, and later made arrange%anhn for bhaptizing
him.63 If no representative were present, the soldier was forced to
wait until one came to camp or until he could go %o chureh in toun. %%

A private in the Sixteenth Mississippi wrote from Orange,
Virginia, that "The Boys are taking te the Camelite persuation [eie 7
we have an Exclant / siec / preacher to preach to us every day. He
talks good sense and if he is right this is certainly an easy way to
get to Heaven."65 Despite thia soldiert!s enthusiaam for the "Camelite
persuation /“sic_/ ," a correspondent of the Heligious Herald estimated
that as many soldiers in the Army of‘ﬁorthexn Virginia joined the
Baptist Chureh as those who joined all other denominations together.66

Soldiers who felt that they were prepared to accept the
saving grace of Christian faith made themselves known to thelr chaplain

or visiting missionary and received the Sacrament of bapbism.é?

63george G. Smith, The Boy in Gray —- A Story of the War
(iacon, Georgia: Macon Publishing Company, 18%6), 147; Southern
Presbyterian, September 21, 1861; John H. Hartman to Mrs, Martha
Hartman, September 1, 1863, in Hartman Papers, Manuscript Department,
Duke University Library.,

6k80uthern Presbyterian, August 27, 1863.

65Jer0me Yates to sister liarie, May 4, 1864, in Hartman Col-
lection, Arehives Collection, Library of the University of Texas.

663eligious Herald, September 24, 1863.

67Henry A. Chambers, M3. diar  in Vorth Carolina Historical Com=
mission, entry of September 27, 1863; J. E. Green MS. diary in lNorth
Carolina Historical Commission, entry of June 21, 1863; lobert C. Mabry
tc his wife, April 25, 1864, in Mabry Papers, North Carolina Historical
Commission; G. W. Roberts, ¥S., diary in Mississippl Department of
Arcrives and History, entry of iMay 31, 1863.



vy

Perhaps the baptism service which received more notice than
any other in the Confederate army was that administered to Colonel
William D. Pender, He was baptised by Chaplain A. T. Porter in the
presence of his entire regirent on October 7, 1861, There, before his
men, "Having responded in a clear voice to all the questions asked, he
knelt down at the feet of the minister, with his hands folded on his
breast, his eyes swirmming with tears, and by holy baptism... made an
open profession of the religion of Jesus, and was dedicated to the
service of Almighty God." The impression that this made upon the
soldier in the renks msy easily be judged.®8

The trials of war and unfavorable elements had their effect
upon the baptism service. J. W. Jones relates how on one o¢casion he
was forced to cut the ice from a mill pond in order teo immerse a group
of interested men.%d

A Baptist chaplain in Kershaw's Brigade gave an account of a
serviece in which oecurred a novel experience., He, a Methodist, and a
Methodist Episcopal minister were all engaged in administering the
rite of baptism to three groups of young men at the same time when
several minie balls whizzed t'rough the congregation and lodged them-

(4]
selves in a3 hill to the rear.7

685114am D. Pender to his wife, October 7, 1861, in Pender
Papers, Southern Historieal Collection, University of North Carolina;
Southern Presbyterian, Movember 16, 1861,

69jones, Christ in the Camp, 22i.
70contederate Baptist, July 27, 1864.
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On Sunday, June 29, 1863, while A, F. Hill's Corps was marching
toward Gettysburg, an immense assembly of soldiers lined the banks of
the Antietam River near Hagerstouwn, Maryland, No sound of cannon or
shriek of shell was heard. Instead there were songs of praise; and
while a profound seriousness stole over those gathered together,
fourteen veterans marched into the river to be baptised.7l

Pious intentions were sometimes relegated to fhe background
when worldly dangers were immineﬁtw— even during a gsolemm bapbism. A
story was told of one Dock Knight, a man who was harelipped and,
therefore, unable to speak plainly, Dock was about to be baptised,
but, as the chaplain led him into the water, he espied a moccasin snake
directly over the place toward which the chaplain was obviously headed.
Dock began to pull back sayling, "Don't you see that Okerson over there?v
The chaplain not understanding the man's words urged him forward. The
hapless soldier seeing himself almost upon the snake jerked away and
yelled, "Oh damit don't you see that Okerson." This time the ehaplain
understood what Dock had sald, but it only served to convince him that
the man was in greater need of baptism than he had realized, sc he

2
dunked poor Dock again.7

Tlpiley (ed.), Publications of the ilississippi Historieal
SOCiatE’ Ix.’ 35.

725¢ephen L. Moon to his mother, n.d., typescript copy in
nreminiscences of Confederate Soldiers," I11I, 107, in Georgia Depart—-
mer:t of Archives and History.
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Episcopal bishops made oecasional visits to the army, and meny
soldiers took these opportunities to have themselves confirmed.73 it
was said that Bishop Lay, ™iissionary Bishop %o the Army of Tennessee,"
sonfirmed numbers of men - "gome on sick beds, undsr an arbour, and

somelimes, at an unexpected encounter, under the shade of a tree on

the rOadside.“vh

A revivalls effectiveness is usually measured in terms of the
nusber of converts or the number of persons who have been made to
sec the evil of thei? vays and repent. OSiice the chaplains and
missionaries to the Confederate armies were not required by their
churches to make written reports regarding the number of persons
they converted, it is impossible for us to know just how many Cone
federate soldiers professed conversion. However, some chaplaina and
missionaries have attempted to make an estiuate, Some place it as
high as 150,00075 vhile others estimate as low as 50,000. Chaplain
James H, Mcleilly of the Forty-ninth Tennessee Regiment believed 10C,000

76
would be a fair estimate,

73Biah0p H. C. lLay, MS. dier; in Southern Historiecal Collection,
UniversitJ of North Carolina, entry of September 11, 1864; Journal of
the 69th Annual Council of the Protestant Episcopal Churﬁh.gg irginia
(Richmond, Virginia, 1864), 13; Wiiliam D. Pender to his wife, May 25,
1862, in Pender Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of
Morth Carolina.

7hUndated manuscript written by Bishop Lay in the Bishop Lay
Papers, Socuthern Historical Collection, Univeraity of North Carolina.

75J0nea, Christ in the Camp, 390.

76James He Meheilly, "Heligion in the Confederate Armies," in
Confederate Veteran, XXI, No., 5, 230; South Western Baptist, November
24, 1864.




Aun interesting fact is that tliec leaders of the Confederacy
were equally affected by the revival. Geunerals Bragg, Ewell, Hood,
Josevh E., Johnston and President Jefferson Davis all entercd the

chureh at this time.'n

(i g " Th the Gray, (In-
Henry Steele Commager (ed.), The Blue and the Gray, \In
dianapolis: The Bobbs-~llerrill Company,'—l?505, I, 302.
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CHAPTER VII
THY WILL BE DONE

The primary concern of a soldier is dying and killing--he
walks in the shadow of death. It is true thet in the midst of battle
the thought of death does not plague himj but certainly during the
long and arducus periods that precede an engagement, thoughts of
suffering, dying and departing frowm this life into a state of un-~
certainty are constantly before him. These thoughts are most unpleasant
for him to contemplate., Religion makes it possible for a soldier to
dispel tne uncertainty; it gives him the courage to bear his trials; it
offers him the hope of a better 1life in the hereafter. In short, it
makes of him a less fearful and, therefore, a better soldier. The
cantention of soe officers, that religion unmerves thé soldier by
making him think of the torments of hell, is not supported by the facts,
Military leaders must realize the importance of religion in warfare or
else they would not make its services available to their commnsnd.

Thers can be no doubt that the military leaders in the Gonfederate
States of Arerica encouraged and promoted the religious sentiments of
the soldier. Religion in the Rebel ranks was as ever-present as was the
wvar iteelf, In spite of the Confederacy's mecager resources and of the
great demand for manpower and material, over 60C chaplains were commissioned
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to preac: to tie Confederate warrior. The government allowsd the various
religioua denominations ¢t literally flood the army with missionaries,
colporters and millions of pages of tracts and religious reading material,
Special days for fasting and prayer were set aside. The placing of such
great emphasis on religion in conjunction with the Southerner's natural
inelindation toward the emotional aspect of religion resmlted i: the
great revivals of 1863-64. These revivals encompassed whole armies. In
the Northern armies they were local in eharaﬁter‘and were restricted
only to regiments and brigades, Comparatively few converta were made.l

It is of interest to observe that the revivals in the Confederate
armies reached their height in 1863, or about the time of the Southern
defeat at Gettysburg. Could it be that these revivals were an un~
gonscious effort on the part of the South to secure Divine intervention
in its behalf? John {i. Daniel of the Examiner said that President
Jefferson Davis was Yrelying on a miracle to save the country instead
of mounting his horse and putting forth every power of the Government
to defeat the enemy.n> Fobert Hill, writing home sbout the revivals in
June of 1863, voiced the belief of some of his comrades in arms when he
said: "There is a great revival of religion going on ln the infantry
hundreds yes thousands have professed religion and the work is still

going on. Our charlain says that they cannot supply the army with Bibles

1Be11 I. wiley, Tue Life of Billy Yank (Indianapolis: The

-

Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1952), 274.

zconlter, T:e Confederate States of America, 532,
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and hymn books and religicus trasts such is the great demand for them.
Do you think such men whe are thus favored by God can be eonquered?"3

It seems reasonable %o believe that some Southerners expected
a sign from heaven. Maybe they did not expect a Joan of Arc to emerge
from the cotton fields, or for Lee to see a fiery cross in the sky with
the words "In Hoc Vince" emblagsoned over it, or for a heavenly army to
appear on the field of battle. But eould not Providence make Itself
felt by sendirg the British or Freneh armies to bolster Lee's wavering
lines? Could God not make the North agree to Southern independence?
Upon these questions we may speculate.

However, there seems little doubt that the church was the
greatest sirgle institution ir the maintenance of morale in the Con-
federate army. For many a soldier it was the connecting link between
camp life and home. As he prayed and sang hymns of pralse his thoughte
could not help but wander to' his home chureh wherein he felt a mother,
a father, a2 wife, or a child might be united with him in ssking for his
speedy and safe return. Such thoughts as these were & source of comfort
to the soldier.

Even the MNorth was fully cognizant of the religious force that
pervaded the Southern army. President Abraham Lincoln was told that
"the rebel soldiers are praying with a great deal more earnestnees...than

Qur own troops."k Andrew Johnsorn gave mute testimony to the way in which

3robert Fdward Hill to Mary Scott Hill, June 21, 1863, in John W.
Hill Letters, in Archives Collect.on, Universit; of Texas Llbrary.

harthur Charles Cole, The Irrepressible Uonflisy, 1850-1865
(:;ew Tork: The Macmillan Company, 1934), VII, 393, Arthur Sehlesinger
and Dixon Ryan Fox (eds.), A History of American Life.
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religion was being used when he accused the ministers of Christ of
having poiscned and corrupted the minds of the people.5

The Confederate army was an army in which religion played a
very real and vital role. It served as a sustaining force in helping
the soldier endure four long ycars of hardship and deprivation. The
Rebel soldier, unlike his foe from the North, had had to witness the

virtual destruction of his home land, for the war was primarily fought
in the South,

With the coming of Appomatox and the realization that the
Southern cause was destined to be the Lost Cause, some soldiers were
given to despair as was Captain 4, A. Chambers when he exclaimed:

Oh! God, how can we bear this! Will not some
terrible retribution yet, ~ even in the mad
intoxication of the hour, -~ come upon this motley
crew who have waged upon us so unjust, so bar-
barous a warfare! - upon tihis soldiery who have
burned our houses, desecrated our altars, plundered
our wealth, waged unrelenting warfare upon thre aged,
the weak, and the helpless, - insulted and dis-
honored our lovely women! upon that heartless and
fanatical people who have by every means in their

/ powasr - by money, by chicanery, by fraud, by passion,
by superstiticn, by a fanatical religion, by the hope
of immence rewards, and by the blandishments of beauty
ever urged on these hell-hounds in their fiendish work|
Can it be, -~ can it be? - that after so noble a struggle
after so aany deeds of heroism and valor, - after the
shedding of soc muec. precious blood, ~ after so much
sorrow and suffering, - borne too, with sueh Spartan
fortitude, - can it be that after all this, we are to
be subjugat=zd! and by such a people!l Oh Godl our
burden is almost too heavy to be borne.ec...”

]

5Jamus W, Silver, "Propaganda in the Confederacy," in Journal
of Southern History, XI (1945), 493.

6Henry A. Chambers diary, in North Carclina Historical Commission,
entry of April 9, 1863,
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Despite such fervent pleas it wae the will of God that the
South be subjugated for, as important as is religion to the spiritual
and psyehological makeup of mankind, it is not the decisive factor in
the art of human warfare. Himbry does not show that only plous gensrals
lead soldiers to victory. The believer in God does not have earthly
treasures heaped upon him simply because he believes. Armies do not
defeat the enemy solely because they are made up of men with deep
religlous sentiments. For, if these propusitions were valid, the
Southern army sould not have been subjugated.
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Act of Faith, The

Address to Churches Upon
Present Crises

Address to the Soldiers of
the Southern Armies

Advice to Soldiers

An Affectionate Entreaty

Alarm to the Careless

Alljene'!'s Alarm

All Sufficienecy of Christ

Am I Self-Deceived

Aneedotes For Qur Soldiers

Angel Lilley

Anxious Inquirer

Ar Appeal to the Young

Appeal to the Youth, and
Especially to the Soldiers
of the Confed. States

An Appeal to Young Soldiers

Are You Forgiven

Are You lot Afraid to Die

Are You Prepared

Are You Feady

Ashamed of Christ

Attractions of Heaven

Backsliding

Balm for the Weary and the
Wounded

Baxter's Call

Be Ye Also Ready

Bible in my Trunk, The

BEible or Atheisa, The

kible Reading for the Joldiers

Bible the Word of God, The

nob, the Cabin Boy!

TLoeation
of Tract

Gen. Tract Ageney

Evangelical Traet Society
Gen. Tract Agengy--
Soldier's Tract Assn,
Gen, Tract Agency

3. C. Tract Soeiety

S, C. Tract Soclety

Gen, Tract Agenecy
5. C. Tract Society
S. C. Tract Soelety

Gen, Tract Agency
5. €. Tract Society

5. C, Tract Society

S. C, Tract Society
Gen., Tract Ageney
Gen., Tract Agency

Evangelical Tract Sociely
P. F. Publishing Assn,
Presby. Pub. Com,

S. C. Tract Society

(jen. Tract Agency

Soldier's Tract Assn.
8., C. Tract Scciety
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Duke
UNG
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UNC.
Duke
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UNGC

UNG
UNC

UMY
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Bold Blasphemer, The

Srand Flugked from the Fire, The

Brief Account of the Religious

Society of Friends
Bury the Soldier
Call to Prayer
Camp and the Cross, The
Can I Be Neligious %hile I

Am a Soldier?
Captain Deverell:

Darkness to Light
Casting Cur Purden on the Lord
Centurion, The
Character & Death of Captain

John D, Andrews
Christ, A Covert FProm the

Tempest
Christian Duty to the Times,

The
Christian Officer, The
Christian Scholar % Soldier—~-

Memoirs of Lewis Hinor

Coleman, The
Christian Soldier, The
Christian Traveller, The
Christian's Consclation or the

Operation of Faith, The
Christian “arriors
Christ in You
Christ the Only Refuge From

the Wrath to Come
Christ's Gracious Invitation
Clains of the Church
Colonel Baptized in the

Presence of His Regiment
Colonel.'s Conversion, The
Colonel Cardiner As a .an,

A Christian and A Soldier
Colporterts Commnission, The
Come and Rest
Come and Velcome
Come Thou With Us and we Will

Do Thee Good
Coms to Jesus
Comne to the Rescue
Come #With Us
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Confederate Hero and iis
Heroid Father, The

Confession A Mindamental
Doetrine of the Cospel
Economy

Consider Your Ways

Contrast, The

Convenient Season, A

Converted Soldisr Becomes A

Counsel to the Convicted

Crimean Hero:
Captain Vicars, The

Dairyman's Daughter, The

Dariiel Murray, Late Lit. in
the American Navy

David

Day of Adversity, The

Day of Trial, The

Death Bed Repentance

A Sinner

Divine Crace l1!lustrated
Doers of the Word

Don't Laugh

Don't Put It Off

Don't Swear!

Do Thyself No Harm

Do You Love Cod?

The
Do You Enjoy Religion
Do You Want A Friend?
Drirking, Disobedlence, and
Death
Duty of Forgiveness, The

Location
Publisher of Tract
Female Bible, Prayerbook
& Tract Soclety
S. C. Tract Society Huntington
UNG
Seoldier's Tract Assn,
Soldier's Traet Assn, Duke
3. C. Tract Society
Zealous Missionary, The 8. G. Traet Societly Usg
3. €. Tract Society Use
The Late
S. Cu Tract Sociely usc
UNG
UNG
Sunday School & Pub. Bd.
P, . Church Pub. Assn.
S. C. Tract Society usc
Dead Soldier of Domarsund, The Presby. Pub. Com,
P. E. Chureh Pub. Assn,
Death of a Christian Soldier Presby. Yub. Com. Huntington
Depredations on Private Property
Dialogue Between the Bible &
3. G, Tract Sosiety
Discharged ~ I Am Going rome S. C. Tract Society
5. ¢. Tract Socliety
P, E, Chureh Pub. Assn, UNG
Gen, Tract Agency
Gen., Tract Agency UNG
Gen. Tract Ageney UNeC
S. C. Tract Society use
Doubting Christien Encouraged,
po BE. Chumh Pub. Assn. Vil‘c. Libo
8. C. Tract Soeiety
Gen. Traet Agencoy UNG
ung
Dying Officer in Barracks, The 3. C, Tract Socliety usc
S. C. Tract Soclety Huntington

Dying Robber, The
pffect of Ardent Spirit Upon
the Yuman Body 4% Mind, The

Fvangelical Tract Society



Name of Tract

206

Loeation
of Tract

Publishor

Inlist! FEnlist!
Young Soldiers

Entire Devotedness to (od

Episcopacy and Confirmation —-
A Tract For the Young

Eventful Twelve Hours, Or The
Destitution and Wretchedness
of A Drunkard, The

Every Yan The Friend of The
Enemy of Christ

Evils of Gaming, The

Faith and Vorks

Faith in God

Fatal Delusions

Fatal iiistake, or the Midnight
Shipwreck, The

Few Yiords to the Soldier of the
Confederate States, The

Fight by Faith, The

First Epistle General of John

For the Confederate Army

Fox Hunter, The

Fragnents for the Siek

French Soldier, The

Friendly Conversation

Future Good - The Explanation
of Present leverses

Gambler's Balance Shest

Gate of Prayer, The

George Giles, or "My .iothers!
Bible"

Give God His Day

God's Providence, & Source of
Comfort and Courage to

- Christians

God the Giver of Victory
and Peace .

Goodness Conqguers

Gospel of Peace, The

Gospel Shower

Government

Great Amesty, The

Great Day of YWrath and of
Glory, The

Grzat Gathering, The

Great Question Answered, The

An Appeal to

Evangelical Tract Socliety
Presby. Pub. Comm.

P. E, Pub. Assn.

S. C. Tract Scoleby

S. G. Traet Society
Gen. Tract Lgency

3. 0. Tract Society

5. G, Tract Soclety

Female Bible, Prayerbook
and Tract Society

Evangelical Tract Society

S. 8¢ & Pub. Board
Evangelical Tract Socieby
P. E. GChurch Pub. Assn.
Gen. Tract Agsncy

Gen. Traot Agency

P, E, Pub. Assn.

Presby. Pub., Com.
Gen. Tract Agency

S. 8, & Pub. Board

Gen. Tract Ageney
Sq So ‘.psﬁ ?"ilbu BQard
Bvangelical Tract Society
Gen, Tract Agency

Gen. Tract Agency
Gen. Tract Agency
Se 9. & Pub. Board

Huntington

UG
Boston Ath,
NG

UNG
GEU
UNG
UNC

UNg
UNC

DLE
UNG
Boston Ath.

Huntington

URC

Bogton Ath.
UG
UNG

UNe
UNG
UNC



Name of Tragt

Publisher

Creat Question Asked, A
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Brethren Go To “ar & Shall
Ye Sit Hera?

Harden Not Your HYearts

Hast Thou Faith,.,

Have You,.,e.7

:{ave You Heard The Good News?

Hearing or Hardening

Here Is My ‘leart — "Weep Not®

Happy Jack

lienry Havelock, Sir
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Hints on Confirmation

History of a “iece of Wood, The

Holy Shield (From ™Myrtle
Leaves"), The

Home, Sweet Homs"

Hospital .fade a Bethel, The

How Do You Bear Your Trials

How I Was Deliver=d Fro: Twe
Cruel Invasions

How Long lave I To Live

How Long Have You Been Sick?

How Shall I Live?

How To Become a Christian

How To Dispose of Care

I Can't .lake !fyself Different

I Don't Like Profeseione

1 Have Prought My Little
BErctrer Back

Improvident Traveller, The

Iinfidel's Croed, The

In Camp

Irdividual Effeort, or What
Car I Do?

Ir. The Fnemy's Linee

It Is A Fearful Thing to Live

1t Is The Last Time

I've Hever Thought of Dying So

Jesue Christ Has Spoken For Me
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Presby. Fub. Com.

8. C. Traet Soclsty
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Presby. Fub, Com,

5. C. Tract Soeiety

P, E. Pub. Assn,.
Evangelical Tract Soclety
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5. C. Tract Sociely
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S. €. Tract Soclety
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8. Ce Tract Soelety
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S. Co Tract Soclety
P’resby. Pub. GCom.
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URC
use

DLG

Buntington
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UNC

UKC
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Boston Ath.
Use

Use
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UG
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NG
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Jesus The Soldier's Friend Evangelieal Tract Soclebty UNC
Joyful Tidings, The
Kind Words To A Wounded Soldier 5. C. Tract Society
Kind Word To The Officers Of
8. C. Tract Society usc

“ur Army, A

Kind “ord to the Soldier

lLasting Feace, A

Last Time, The

Letters To A ¥Man Bewlldered
Azong Many

Letter to a Soldier Who Drinks

letter To a Son in Camp

Letters to Christians in the
Arzy: Lieutenant F: or,
the Tract Fead in the Theatre

Life Preserver, The

Liquor £ Lincoln & Liquor

Living Oracle, A

Long Roll, The

Lord Reigneth, The

Lost Convictions

Lovest Thou Me

Love to an Unseen Saviour

Hajorts Account of Himself, The

Marks of Feligious Decliension

Midnight Cry, The

Military Execution: Sin
Found Tut

Missionary's Nephew, The

*ortally Wounded

Hother's Last Words

Mother's Parting Words To Her
Soldier Boy, A

Mother's Prayer Answered, A

Motives to Early Piety

¥ourner, Tre

¥uffled Drum, The

iuster, The

ustered Into Service

7 Spirit Shall Yot Alvays
Strive

wy Time Is But A Day

Napoleon's Argument For The
Divinity of Christ

Mational Feotitude the Only
True “ases of National
Prosperity

Soldierfa Tract Assn,

Gen. Tract Agency
Presby. Pub. Com,

P. E. Pub. Assn,
Sc S‘ & Pubo Bc}al‘d

Eyangelical Tract Soelety

S. C. Tract Socliety
ten, Tract Agency
ten. Tract Agency
Se 5 & Pub, Board
8. C, Tmct Soﬂieﬁy

Soldier's Tract Assn,

S. €. Tract Socisty
Gen, Tract Agency

Evangelical Tract Society

5. C. Tract Soeciety

Evangelical Tract Society

Presby. Pub, Com,

S. C. Tract Scciety
5. €. Tract Sociebty
8. C, Tract Society
Presby. Fub. Cou,

Cen, Tract Agency
Presby. Pub. Com.
Gen., Tract Agency
S. 8. & Pub. Board
S. C. Tract Society
3. C. Tract Socieby
S. C. Tract Soclety

Ger:, Tract Agency
S. C. Tract Society

3. C. Tract Soclety

Boshon Ath.
Huntington

DL
UNC

UNC
usc
Huntington

Usc
use

DLC
UNC
Huntington

Usg
Duke
U336

UNC
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Name of Tract Publisher of Tract
Navy Surgeon, The 8. C. Tract Society
Neither Cold Nor lot Soldiert's Tract Assn, DIC
New Year, The Gen. Tract Agency UNG
Noah's Carpenters Gen. Tract Agency Use
Noble Testimony, A Gen. Tract Agency
Not Happy Tn Heaven Presby. Fub. Com. Huntington
Row! Gen. Tract Agency UNC
Obstacles tc Conversion S, G. Tract Socieby
Often Warned Presby. Pub., Com, Huntington
Qld Scldier, The S. C. Traect Soeiety
On the Horne of Future

Repentance Evangelieal Tract Society
Once to Die Presby. Pub. Com, Huntington
One Yediator For Yanr Sinners Evangelical Tract Society HBoston Ath.
Cne 8in: Or, The Dring

Father and His Son Soldier's Tract Assn, Duke
One YWord Mow NG
Open Serule-re P. E. Pub. Assn. Vire. Lib.
Our Danger and Our Duty 3oldier's Tract Assn. DLC
Our Father'e Call BIC
“"Our Father's Care® Presby,., Fub. Com. DLC
Cur Triumph Soldier!s Tract Asen. GEY
Our War, Our Cause, and

Our Duty 8. C. Tract Soelety GEY
Past Feeling Presby. Pub. Com,
Patriotic Sermon, A S. G, Tract Soeiety
Patriotis~ Not Plety S. C. Tract Soeiety use
Peace in Believing DLC
Piety Gives Courarce and

Paace in Rattle 3. G. Tract Society use
Pitching The Tent Toward

Sodom Evangelical Tract Society DLC
Plajn Speaking Presby, Pub, Com,
Plain Tract on Confirmation, A F. K. Pub. Asen.
Poor Joseph Presby. Pub., Com.
Prayer Presby. Pub. Com. Huntington
Prayer For the Siek and

Wounded P. F. Pub. Assn,
Precious Blood of Christ or

“ow A Soldier “as Saved, The Gen, Traet Agency UNG
Prepare For Battle UNG
Prepare to Meet Thy God Gen. Tract Agency UNG
Price of A Soul, The
Private Devotion Gen., Tract Agency UNG
Process of Converaion, The P. E. Pub. Assn, Vire. Lib.

Proclamation of Peace, A

8. S. & Pub, Roard

