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ABSTRACT

The subject of this study la the loulsians Republi-
can Farty in ﬁho pest~naconntrnat1an period-- a period in
.\ whieh it is popularly believed no active Republlican party

existed. It is a story of party management, convention
manipulation, election campaigns, and intra-party warfare
- as revesled mainly in the newspapers of the time and in
the correapondence of party members and leaders.
T™he Republican party was formed in Iouisiana in
1865. It was in centrol of the state government from 1868
until 1877. Immediately after its fall from power it was
weak and disorganized but by 1879 it had rallied and wes
the main opposition party to the Democrats until 1892. In
the period, 1877-1892, the Republicans put out s full
ticket in every state election. Despite the machinations
of & powerful political foe, the fasct that 1t was held in
contempt by many people in the atate as the "Negro" party,
and 1its own internal disputes, it poiled 33 per cent of
the total vote cast for governor between 1877 and 1892.
It elected both white snd colored parish officials and
members of the state legislature through 1896.
An important factor in the survivel of the Repub-
lican party in louisiana after the debacle of 1877 was
“ that it controlled the Feders) patronage in the state
vii



~ for all but eight years between 1877 and 1900. With this

. patronage Republicsns were able to maintain a party or-

ganization and a party fellowing. However, the number of
poaitions was limited and the division of the spolls was
the chief source of intra-party warfare.

' Louialana Republicsns sttended national party con-
ventions and conducted campaigns in the state for the

gkipuhlia;n presidentisl nominees but without success. How-

—

ever, they did elect four members to the national House
of Representatives between 1877 and 1860.

In 1894, some suger planters am business nen
severed thelir connections with the Democratic party bdecause
of the tariff issue and formed the "National Republican
Party.” The "Nationals" maintained a separate organization
from the "Regular" Republicans becsuse they werse "respactable"
and "lilywhite" and did not want to be ldentified with the
"black and tans.” In 1896 circumstances forced them to
give up their separate status. Once they were absorbed into
the "angular“'party they eought to seize control of the
party machinery. This goal wes achieved when President
Theodore Roosevelt gave them control of the party patronage
in the state. This actlion marked the demise of the party
which hed been formed in 1865 and marked the birth of the
present day Republicen party in Louisians.

viili



APRIL 24, 1877

It was 11:30 A. M. Tuesday, April 24, 1877. The
Orleans Hotel, quarters for the federal troops stationed
in New Orleans, was the scene of nolsy activity. The
streets ngighbnrins the hotel were corowded with spectators.
The command "fall in" was heard and the majestic drum
major of the Third Infantry, followed by the band, appeared
on the street. At 11:50 to the command "fours right" five
companies marched down the stelirway and halted behind the
band. The officers, who had been strolling and c¢hatting on
the gallery covering the sidewalk, then took their positions
and st precisely 12:00 noon the full voice of Colonel Brooks
gave the command "forward march” and the troops marched out
St. Louis 3treet to the levee and embarked on the transports
for Jackson Barracks outside the city. One spectator gave
the rebel yell.l

In the St. Louis Hotel, the capitol of Iouilsiana,
there was also a great deal of activity. Stephen B. Packard,
whose claim to the governorship of the state had not bheen
sustained by President Rutherford B. Hayes, was preparing
his valedictory sddress to the state and nation, while the

1 New Orleans Democrat, April 25, 1877.

1



2
Metropoliten Police were comsigning state reccords to the
flames of the furnace. Their task accomplished, they
slipped out of the building in the szarly hours of Wednesday
sorning. Fraskard delivered his speech of farewell o &
handful of followers and left the premises. When Francis
T. Richolls, who had been tacitly recognized as governor
by the removal of the troops from the vicinity of the state
house, and his official family moved into the building they
found 1t in extreme disorder. On the walls were written
such spithsts es, "R. B. Hayes, the traitor of 1877," and
"Rutherford Bastard Eayes;” in the chember of the House of
Representatives,; the chaires were piled on top of the desks,
the sSpeaicer's chair was upset, and paper littered the floor,
A damp unplessant smell pervaded the place and "a stray rat
or two ran scross the lobby."?

These events marked the fall from power of the
Repuwdlicen party in lLoulsiane. :tatewide celebrations
followed: guns ware fired, bells reng, and Joy preveillsd.
Messages of congratulation came from sll over the former
C-wrmmy.3 Apparently, no one mourned except Fackard
and his Metropolitan Police. A few Negroes fesred that
these events foreshadowed the return of slavery. One

2 1n4a., April 24, 1877.
3 Ibidop Apr!.l 25, 26, 1877.



3
colored woman was resigned to accept her fate. She seid,

"It's a mighty hard thing for & woman who was born free,
but now the Demoorats got the government, I suppose I°'1l
have to stend it.""

It is generally bellieved that the Republican party
in loulsiana ceased to exist after April 24, 1877. True,
it was demoralized, stunned, rent by factions and some of
its memdbership despaired of itas rising from the depths to
wbich 1t hed sunk.’ However, it wes far from being extinct.
Handicepped by its record and factionalism it did survive
%0 act as an annoying if not efficient opposition to the
Democratic party from 1877 through 1900.

¥ 1vida., April 27, 28, 1877.
5 ponsldsonville Chief, April 28, 1877; July 21, 1877.



CEAPTER I
RISE AND FALL OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY

The entecedents of the Republican Party in Isulsiens
g0 back to the year 1863. In April of that year delegates
from the Union clubs in New Orleans formed the "Free itate
General Committee of the Union Associations of the Parishes
of Hew Orlesns snd Jefferson."l fThe leaders of this or-
genization were Thomas J. Durant, president, James Grahan,
secretary, A. P. Dostie, Rufus Waples, Edmund H. Durrel,
Rufus K. Howell, Ezra Heistand, William H. Hire, Benjamin
P. Flanders and Michsel Hahn.® They were all long term
residents of Iouisiana snd of high standing in their pro-
fessions. The last two had heen electsd to Comgress in
December, 1862 and had served until March, 1863. All were
Union men who had braved the ostracism of their fellows to
bulld up Union sentiment in New Orleans soon af'ter it was
occupied by Pederal troops in May, 1862. They had called

1862-1903), IIX (18637, Eo Frank Morey,
April 3, 1869, Recera Group 56, General Records of the Depart-
ment of the Tressury, Applications for Federal Appointment,
Imml Revenue Department, National Archives. Hereafter

e as GRDT.

2 Emily H. Reed, The Life of A. F. Dostie, or the Con-
flict in New Orleens (Mew York, Yu5B); 83, —

4
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state attormey-general. He opposed secesscion and remsined
& Union men. Genersl Benjamin F. Butlsr ¢ nder of the
Federsl cccupation troepa offered him the position of
military governor of MNew Orleans but he refused. 3Soon alter
the occupation he freed his sleves.® He had & passion for
the law and his legalistic mind weould not asccept the theery
that the stetua of loulsiana in the federal union had not
been chenged by secession and war.

The plan evolved by the Free State Committee, which
wes larvgely the work of Durant, provided for a regiastration
ir all parishes under Federal control of all white males
tuenty-one years of age who had lived in the state one year
and in the parish one month who would tele an ocath to sup-
port the Conatitution and government of the United States.
¥hen this registration hsd progressed to the point where
such sction would be truly representative, the military
governor would call an election of delegates to & convention
which would draw up 8 constitution abolishing slavery. The
state would then bes restored under the new instrument if
ratified by the electorate.’ The plan was spproved by the

6 James G. Wilson and John Piske (eds. e A7)
h “ mmﬂ ‘vrim;uu‘,“ m gm’ y (250

7 m Annual Cyolopssdis, III (1863), 590.



7
militery governor, General George F. shepley and President
Linceln.8 Durent was appointed Commissioner of Registration
and Attorney Gensral to implemsnt 1t.7

The Conservative Unlonists, ss the preslavery group
was now called, premoted an election in Novemben 1863 under
the Conatitution of 1852. This sotion was not sanctioned
by Shepley or Lincoln and the Pree Stats msn called it
"sopperhaadism snd secession in disgulse”™ and 8 "ridiculous
gerce.”’® Thomes Cottman and A. P. Field claimed to have
been electod to Congress by & few scattered wvotes in the
parishes swrrounding New Orleans and were temporarily
sested 1n the Nouse.ll

Keanwhiles the registration insugurated by Durant
was lagging. This was not his fault. The army 4id not son-~
trel encugh territory %o allow a representative registrstion.
Only a few parishes surrounding ¥New Orleans were nominally
within the Pederal lines. Lincoln was getting impatient.
He wanted civil government functioning in Louisilans before

the next meeting of Congress in December. > On November 5,

8 Linsoln to Nathaniel F. Btmha, August 5, 1863, in
John G. Nicolsy snd John Hey (eds.), C lato lmrka af Abrgham
lincoln, Gettysburg Edition (m York,

S Thomss J. Durant to Chase, November 6, 1863, Chese
Papers.

10 penison to Chese, Kovembsr 6, 1863, Chase Papers.
11 casiey, Secession snd Restoration of Louisisna, 80-86
12 pwerican Annual Cyclopsedia, III (1863), 591.




8
1863, he wrote Qaneral Nathaniel P. Banks, Comsunder of the
Department of the Qulf:

Thres months age today I wrote you sbous
Lmis:.tm arras.r:a :tat:? iti v that MWr. nurmgn

was taking & reglstry citizens prepars
the ®lection of a constitutional convention
that State. I sent aawy@mhmrtﬁnm
m&,mxmmmutm,wnmm
moaths after . + Baying he 18 not taking such
amm;mmMMMummtm

is expecting to 4o 80. » «» . This dis-
appoints oe §1tttr1,y; yot I do not throw blame on
Jyou or on

I&m,wpbﬂhwmﬁﬁmtcm
RO mMOre tims.

Governor Shepley has special instructions froa
the ¥Nar Department. I wiah him-~those gentlemen
and others cooperating--without waiting for more
mw,wsﬁtﬁmm ve me a tangidble
nucleus which the remainder the State may rally
arommd s8 fast an it can, and which I can at onoce
rec snd sustain ss the true State government.
And mm:mmmmmm 13
command to give them a hearty sympathy and support.

Banks asiked the Free 3tate Committee for a plan for
iamediate restoration of sivil government but thesy guarreled
and produced nothing.l¥ After waiting three weeks, the
General with full suthority from Lincoln, promalgated his own
scheme on Januery S, 1864. He based it on Lincoln‘’s '"ten
per cert plad whieh had been issued on December 8, 1863. ™ers
was t0o be an election of a governor and six other officers
before the ealling of a constitutional convention. The

13 14ncoln to Banks, November 5, 1863, Nicolay and Hay
(eds.) Compiete works of Abreham Limcoln, IX, 200-201.

1% 5, Rush Plumly to Chase, March 5, 1864, Chase
Papers. Plumly wes & Tressury Agent in New Orleans.
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10
authorities and the lebwr vote Hahn won the election.
Flanders polled 2,295 veotes out of 11,355 cust.?d

T™he Planders faction dismiseed the whole election
as 1llegal and of no validity.Z® e victors retorted that
if the rosults had deen different there would have dbeen no
qusations of lsgality raised. It was abdbsurd for the Durant
group to deslare illegsl an election im which they had
participated. The Banks party had saved the state from the
"sopperheads. "21

T™he Durant-Flanders faction went inte opposition to
the new regime and the new constitution which wes adopted at
& lster date. They also opposed presidentisl reconstruction
and beceme Radicals, advocating congreasionsl reconstruction
-aad wuniversal sulfrage.

Thias trend is shown in a letter written by Durant to
Salmon P. Chase on the day after Hahn was inaugurated. He
elaimed that the Fres State Comxmittee plam had been sadbotagsd
by Linceln and Banits. The administration was making o grave
aistake in trying to hurry civil reorgsnization at too repid
a rate. He belisved that “Congress should assume control of
the whole matter snd fix on an immutable basis the civil amd

19 Caslcey, Secession and Restorstion of loulslans, 107.

20 purant to lineoln, FPebruary 26, 1864, Lincoln
Papers.

2 Plumly to Chase, March 5, 1864, Chase Papers.
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12
Durant went nerth te establish personsl contact
with the Radical congressional leaders. While there he wrote
an open latter to Henry Winter Davis which was published Iin
the Kew York Evening Poat on August 5, 1864, and given wide
publicity in the morthern press. He denied the legality of
the existing state government in Louisians. Statistics were
submitted to prove that the population within the lederal
lines amounmted to only 233,185 persons and that in parts of
seme of the parishes uo poll could be held. Soldisrs aend
aalleors had cast ballots although they were disgqualified ss
elsctors by the Constitution of 1852. Banks had used every
Snatrumsnt st his command to secure the elestion for Hahn.®
Durant returvad to New Orlssns in Ootobex and spoke at a mass
mseting in the Opers House on the 19th. He reported that
the "frisnds of freecdom” had oppossd the reelection of
Iincola uatil the Demcorets had published thelr platform but
\hey wers going to sccept him as the leaser of two evils.Zd
In 1865 the Louisianas Radicsls with some free Negroes
organized the "Frisnds of Universal suffrsge” to promote that
causs. In June, they decided to transfarm thias rether locse
orgenization inte an instrument for political action becauss
significant events hed cccurred which changed the politicel

Orum Tribune, A uat 20, m; Caskey,
m&.@ ang Restoratish oF Touls
26 yow Oriesms Tridune, Ostober 20, 1864.
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picture in the state and nation. The wer had ended,
Lincoln had been asssssinated, President Andrew Johnson
had 1ssued his smmesty proclametion, and Governor J. Msdisen
¥ells (Heba had been elected to the Senatse and Wells as
Iisutsnant-Governor hed assumed the governorship) had
ordered s naw state -wide registration. 3etwesn June 10 and
August 10 the "Friends of Universal Suffrage” held frequent
meetings.2! 4 “Ceatral Exscutive Committse of the Friends
of Dniversal Suffregs of Loulsisna” mede up of white and
coloved represeatatives from fowr munioclpsl districts in
Rew m'lm was formed. A persanent organization was es~
tablished with Durant, president; Anthony Fernandez, vice-
presidents Alfred Jerris, seoretary; W. R. Creme, tressurer;
and Benry €. darmoth, corresponding sscretary. The latter
represented the carpetdaggsr element of ex-federsl soldiers
wao had argenised the National Repudblicsn Assoeisticn in July
snd W now jJoined forces with mative "Priends of Univeraal
Suffrags. "ﬁ ~ They sddrensed a patition tv Wells to include
Negross in the new registration. He refused.-’ John Covode,

Caskey, Secession and Restoration of Ioulsiana, 179.
29 Prgoesdings of the Convention of the Republicen
mg s o op Ed
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in Loutsiana,"33

T™he platform sdopted by the party astated thet the
Baltimore platform of June, 1864, of the nstisnal party
would be their gulde on nationsl issues. As fsr as the
restoration of the state to the Union was concerned they
belisved that the citiszens of Iouisiana by the act of
seseasion were mds incapable of exercsising the privileges
of citizens of ths United States. These privileges could
be restored only by Joint action of the Congress and the
President. It would be unwise to admit Louisians to full
status immediately because & large ecegment of its population
wssd still disloyal. local government should be ¢established
for the purposs of testing the fidelity of the eiftmma

The Repudblicans also viewed with alerm the tendency
te reduce the Negro to serfdom or semislavery. They re-
afopted as the basis of their politicsl organization uni-
varsal suffrage with liberty and egquality for 21l nen before
the lew.3?

S8ince the comvention did not recognize the existing
sonstitution a8 legal, it wes dessed inexpedient to put for-
ward & ticiet in the state slection to be held in Novembers®

Pmg., 15.
3‘%" 16-17.
B1via., 22-25.
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Howewver, the convention declared thet louisians wos a
territory and was entitled to a delegate in Congress.
Durent was nominated by acelamstion for the position but
mmmwmmwnmmmm,%

A “"voluntary” slection in which Negroes participsated
was held on November 6 to ratify the convention's choise of
& tarritorial delegate. Warmoth polled 18,840 votes in the
ten parishes which participated.>! He went to Washington
with a certificate of election signed and sesled by the
Louisisns Secretary of State. He was recelved by the Bad-
1eals in Congress and given the privilsges of the floor of
the HEouse. The men elected to Congress in ths regular state
election were relegated to the galleries.®

™he state government in 1665 was controlled by ex-
Cenfederate Democrats end old Pree itaters calling themselves
the Nationsl Conssrvative Unionists. Both groups favored the
reconstruction policies of Fresident Johnson. The Democrats
bessuse Johnson was grenting pardons fresly and bocause thay
felt that the President's attitude had saved the state from
humiliation snd disgrace, the Conservative Unionists because
Johnsen hed resognised the state sdministration ss legal.™?
% pu., 3.

37 1m1e., 33.

3B warmotn, ez, Mo%tm%m and Politiss, 5.

s ARG thnm@m Papors
ﬂerwnrtar clted

Nanuscripts Division, IAb
as Johnson Papera.
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T™he Republicans thought the President's polioy
¥was odious. The rebels wers coming back inte power s &
rosult.

The entire lugislature of the state and

m«man«smmmumwmm

o 1iberty on whish our govermment wes founded.t0

This situstion was not ceoused exclusively by John-
son's policy; the Conservative Unionists were egually to
blams. They had adopted the plan of fraternizing with the
ex-Confederates and Governor Jells had been very generous
in appointing sx-redels to office.’’ As a result the Con-
servative Unionists found themmelves in & minority. As a
means of yetting back their former supremscy they began to
advocate negro suffrage (which they had opposed in the elec-
tion of 1865) and the disfranchisement of the rebels.’?
Otne of them made the statament that he was

» o +» DOW in favor of megro suffrage--though I

oE sy Eina o% siirags agatnst g revels. T
any rage .
28ver wss & radical before. » » fﬁg

8 Durant to Warmoth, January 20, 1866, Warmoth Col-
lsstion, Southern Historical Collsetion, Un.wtmuty of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill., Hereafter cited as Warmoth Collsetien.

a2 uxm R. lowsry, "he PFolitical Career of James
Hsdison Wel N.A. Thesis, xnuinm Stete Univeraity,
1948), & . .
“2 Mu‘ 115»119o
43
of t C wmma
‘%tm mﬁt TCongres d. S6651on,

Riots
Ws. 16 (Washington, 1867), 102
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Since the Conservative Unienists could not asrry out wheir
mw ohjectives by legislative sction they attempted to do 0
by recouvening the sonstitutionsl somvention whish had drewm
up the Comstitution of 1804. This move took vlisse in July,
1866 and resulted in the famous "Hew Orleans Riota" which
fosused nationsl sttention on louisians politiss end geve
aorthern Radicals & point on which to attask Johansen's re-
samstrustion puliscy. In their testimony befere the House
Committes which investigated the riots, the forser Con-
servative Uniomists dencunced presidential resonstrustion
and sdvosated universal suffrage and & military government
for leulsisna. 7They stated that the existing ststs govern-
mmm:umwmm.“ Thess were all
sentiments whish the Republicsns had besn presching since
the party was founded. Thw Radical Congress slected in
1566 gave thez what they wanted.

Ths New Orieans riots csused Durant to leave
Loulsiana never to retum. On the day they took plase he
%S & witness to the killing of Negroes by ihe police in
the street in front of his office. He was warned that his
iife was in Jeepardy although he end the Repubdlicans had
™Eained aloof from the movemsnt to regconvene the convention.

* m14., passia.
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On the advice of friends he left the state and eventually
sstablished permanent vesidence in Washing
sumed the prastice of law. He dled in 1882.%% gmenry c.
¥armoth bdecame the leeder of the Republican party in Iouis-
1ana. 36

The cenventionists headed by Rufus K. Howell later
fused with the Warmoth group to form 2 united Republiscan
party.’? hey began to bulld up the party in the parishes
by ssnding ocut emissaries to form clubs and especially to
enroll the Negroes. Under the Reconstruction Asts of 1867
universal suffrage was s requirement before a state could
' be admitted to the Unfon. The election of delegates for a
sonstitutional convention was to be held in Septesber, 1867
and the Republicans were puiting forth every effort to cap-
tare the convention. They snrolled over ifty thousand
freetmen in the Republican lLoyal League.'® The state or-
genization of the Orand Army of the Republic, headed by
Warmoth as Grsnd Commender d1d yeoman pervice.V? Members

B %5 114., 8-9; Appleton’s Cyelopmedic of American
Blogreshy, T¥, 265.

¥ Allen Jobnsen and Dumas Malone (eds.), Dictiona
of smerisen Blography (New York, 1946), LIX, ¥57-WBE.

¥7 purant to Warmoth, March 28, 1867, August 19, 1867,
Waramoth Collsctieon.

48 shugg, Origins of Class Struggle in Iouisiana, 220.
49 warmoth, War, Pelitics and Reconstruetion, 51.
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of the G. A. BR. were appointed a8 “"reglsters" of voters in
the parishes and saw to 1t that the Negrots wers registered.
They alse sstablished Republicen clubs.”’ P. G. Deslonde
the colored ergenizer in Yberville parish, enrolled some
2000 Negroes in five ciubs but could intsrest only thres
whites.”) Willlam George, the "register” for Vermilliocn
parish, reportsd that the Negroes were afraid to register
beceuse the whites hed made "false representetiona” to them
and thet both the black and white Unionists were illiterate
which hempered his work of organising Republissn clubs.>
411 the organizers clamcred for funds.>> J. Hale Sypher
went to the East to try to reise money frem rich Korthern
Republicens but met with 11ittle success.>’

It was & Republicsn cenvention that met in Hoveamber,
1867, to write a new comstitution for Louisiena. Most of the
Democrats had been disfranchised. Thers were ninety-eight
dslegates evenly divided gecording to race. The sommitiee
appointed to draw up the constitution was compoased of five
whites and four Negross. They divided by race and turned in

-

' | Isasc levi to Warmoth, February 15, 1868, #Jarmoth

51 p, g. Deslonde to Warmoth, September 18, 186
¥armoth Collection. ’ » 15675

52
¥illism to Wermoth 6 Warmoth
' caa: . George » May 6, 1867,

53 C. W, iowell to ¥Warmoth, March 31, 1868, Warmoth
Ceollection.

58 3. Hale a7 to Warmoth, August 2%, W
tion. Sypher » August 2%, 1867, Warmoth
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different repnrﬁa.55 After three months of argument and

compromise the conatitution as finally adopted represented
the desires of the white members of the cenvention.5® wWnat
concesslons there were in it for the Negroes were incor-
porated to bring it in line with prevailing Northern Repub-
lican sentiment and to secure the Negro vote which was larger
than that of the whites. The Negroes could vote and hold
office; all publie plases and conveyances were opened to
fhsn as well as the state university in New Orieana. Repre-
sentation in the legislature was based on total population
and not on the number of voters. A strong executive was pro-
vided. Article 99 required that all ex-Confederates
scknowledge that the Civil War had been morally and political-
ly wrong before they could register as votera.57 All theae
provisions were designed to seat the Republicans firmly in
the pelitical saddle.

The constitution was to be ratified in April, 1868,
and at the same time the state officers were to be elected.

To prepsre for this event the members of the convention in

poy, > Bhues, Origins of Class Strugle in loutsisna,
56 1n1a.

5T louisians Constitution of 16868 in Report of the
of Stete te g 0o

S "
T5e BTatE oF Toulstenn (Rotes TonsL Yovy), Logod Tovernor of

uge, I190Z), I39-1
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January organised themseives into & nocainsting convention
of the Republiosn party.”8 It split into two festions with
mch sound and Dwry. The "Pure Radicals” demunded that the
gubernatorial candidats be 8 Negro in the person of Major
Fremois E. Dumas. The "Compromising Republisans® believed
syt & move would be impolitic and nominated Warmoth to
head the ticket. Ke was made the party choice by & vote
of 45 to 43.°7 The "Pure Redloals” withdres from the con-
veation and put ocut 8 ticimt headed by James G. Taliaferre,
s astive white louisienian®® e splinter movement was
hesded by the publishers of the Tribure ani in retalistion
the regulsr Republican ezecutive commitise established the
Eew Orlsans Rspublican as the ofTicisl party organ.

The Demcorats did not put forward a ticket but they
ware not guisascent during the campaign. Republicen csa-
vaseers and Negro voters were intimideted. Soaw disfran-
ehised men ran for local office and bought the Hegro vote.?

”M.._,mmmww__‘ tion, 54-55.

« The m cmemm wore: Ileutenant
?nm Je Q‘gméh“ ): Qmaw. W mmnt
Boves; George
; ’““"" BeeLaEre, At Cermey Gomtial, Haeed BeTinds Superiivendent
« GOy

Thomes ¥. Conway to Warmeth, February
15, 1868, t%kco lection. !

613Mm1mluny letters before and after the
cam seferring to Democratic sctivities of this nature,
See folder 33 in Warwoth Collaction.
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The slsction resulted in the constitution being retified
ond in the susceas of the Wermoth ticket. ILoulsisns was Te-
agnitted to the Uniom on June 25, 1868 and on July 12, wWemsoth
was insugursted.

The Republisan party sontrollsd the state for nine
youre. The governammnt was dsspotic. The governor was
given powers which enablasd him to sontrol elections, the
dsgislature; snd the courta. When the Netropoliten Police,
the streng arm of the expoutive, were not equal $o suppress-
ing opposition to the reglue the Federsl troops were avall-
ahie.

Being without effective oppeaition from without the
party in the first years of supremacy, the Republicans were
fres to engsge in factionsl politiss. The leaders wers
ssbitious men anxicus io make thelir marics in the new post-
war socisty being born. PFPolitical powsr wae & means to that
oend. Which group was to control all the state and federal
patronsgs and thus Pule supreme was the lssuve which split the
party. This led to the Warmoth or "State House" faction he-
ing opposed by the "Custem House” fsction led by Stephen B.
Faokiard the Unitad States Marshal. The Congressionsl Amnesty
Aet and the repesal of Artisle 99 of the loulsisna constituy-
tion in 1872 allowed the ex-Confederstes to resume politicel
astivity and in that year they forwed a coalition with
¥asrmoth's Iiberal Republican movement to support & Joint
tislet headed by John MeEnery. The "Regular Republisen” ticket
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wed headed by William P. XKellogg, & carpetbagger who had
been appointed Collector of the Port by Linceln and who had
bean slected United States Senator in 1868.

Both sides claimed victory in the elsction and ine
sugurated governmente in Jamuary, 1873. The result wss
chaotio administration, slashes between Kellogg and anti-
Eellogs foress (calling themselves Conservativea) in verious
September 14, 1874 the White Isague in New Orleans, support-
ing the NeEnery goverument, staged & goup d'etat and forced
Eellegg to taks refuge in the Custom House, {rom whence he
sent sppesls o President Grant to suthorise the federal
troops to disperse the rebels. The nedsssary orders same
from Weshington and the league, not wanting to come into
sonflict with national suthority, retired froa the fleld.
mm-msm:wcmmmmm
tors resulied in snother dispute. The Conservatives clalimed
& majority in the legisiature but Federal iroops intervened
and seated a Republican majority. An unessy truce was
arrangsd by the Wheeler Compromise whiech recognized EKellogg
as the legal governor of the state and sested sixty-thres
Congervatives and forty-seven Republisans in the Houas, and
twenty-asevesd Republicans and nine Conservativeas 1in the
Senste of loulsians. Both sides began to marshel their
forces for the coming elsction of 1876.
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In spite of the political twravil, the Republican
lsgislatures wet and passed lams. A survey of this Jegls-
lation revesls that ths bulk of it was politiceil and ecenom-
ic. The lammakers were most zealous in passing laws o
maintain the party in power. 7They did not hesitate to
M“Wm&‘h%g&nmémwmamaf
isprovesent companies were chartered and the credit of the
state pledged to ¢ithar start them off or suppert them. In
ascordance with the spirit of the times, most if not all of
these tranasctions were tinged with bribery amd fraud. No
rage, class or party souid clalm clean handa.

The repair and upkeep of the levess, of vital importance to
&tttﬁfm.mmmmibtnwntam“m
company which milked the state of thousands of dollars and
418 not do the work efficiently or adequately.®3

The legislature was very gemerous in its sppropris-
tions for the publis schools which were open to both races.

62 gnugs, Origins of Class Struggle in Loutsiana,

226.




But the sducational system was the victim of race prejudice,
ineffictency, and factiomal politics.5?

The legislature also appropriated mouey to contaibube
to the support of the New Orieans Charity Hospital and
private welfare agencies but it did not oxpend social ser-
visceas or initiste any social mthQsﬁ

By 1875 the public debt wes over fifty millilon
dollars and the tax rats hed increased from 37id on $100.00
u;assmu.xsmmﬂ,“ Tasee beavy demands came ab &
tine when the state was in the depression following the panie
of 1873 wiaich retarded post-war Iecovery. This fiscel
polisy which produced no tangible benel'its for the state
syapathy with the sconomic policies of thé nationsl Republi-
mm.ﬂ T™he Conservative party swelled its raniks in
the cempaign of 1876 by playing up the charges of extrave-
gmmce and ecorruption sgainst the Republicans. Because of
*asia) prids those who were "poor and waite" aleo turned
sgainet the regime. They resented the Kegroes holding office

S¥ snugs, Origins of Class Struggle in louisiena, 226.
65 mia.
6 m14., 228; Nordnoff, The Cotton States, 57.

67 snuge, Origine ef Class struggle in louisiana, 228.
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and getting potty gralft while thsy wers left out in the
eo24.58

The nominsting convention of the Republican party
wes held in April, 1576. The Wsrmoth-Pinchbask®® factien
contested with the Packard-Eellogg group for control of the
meting. Sincs both were about egually rep o4 in the
sonvention & great desl of political memeuvering weant on to
tafluence independent delegetes. Bribery was rife. Pive
daye elapsed before the delegates could get dowm to the
business st hend. Packard and Warmoth were placed in nomina-
ticn for govermer. On the First ballot Peckerd led dermoth
by & narrow mergin. The sscond ballot prodused the same
Teaults and then Wermoth withdrew his name to promots party
harwony.'® Unity was essential to success. The party leed-
ere kmev the comservstives were doing their utmest to
*redsen” the state in 1576. They had & strong candidate in
 Frsncis T. Nicholls, a Confederate hero and an influential
plasnter with motersts views on the Negro question. A
divided Repudiisan party would msan disaster.

8 mig., 229.

Qmwn.s. Pinchback was & Negro leader who
wes elected president % of the Ioulsiana Jenate fol-
lowing the death of Lt. » and who served sas scting

governcr of the state whiile Warmoth was suspended from office
in 31872-1873.

70 E11a Lonn, Bssonstruction in Loulsians After 1868
(Bow York, 1918), 406~ — in louisiane After 1865



T The Republican state csmpaign comsitiae worked
sealsusly in the cause. The parish comnittess were urged
to organize werd clubs, raise fimds, hold frequent meetings
sad do all in their powsr to bring out & full vots.’* In
aorthwest Louisisns they recruited Jeorge Willismson, Alex
Boarman, snd Aldert H. Leonord, former mesbers of the
Wite Isague, in order to insure @ fair elsction end & full
vete in that ssstion of the state.’? Party speskers plisd

the watervays in ocampaign s g%ﬁeﬁ.ggw@a
which were followed by terch light ﬂgggﬁu&m

, orgenizing them into clubs, promising them jobs, and ,

éigggﬁgggg Theae
astivitiss worrisd the Republicans, who ¢astigated the Negro

sharges of extyvavagsnoe and corruption leveled at them by
e Conservatives, the Republicens ssisd swhether the Demo-
erats had daone any betier when they had the power. uWas it

7 Kinute Book of the Republican Central Glub of
Loutsians Stase University Archives, Baton Rouge. Hereefter
sited as Breda Pagers.

T2 ponsidsenvilie ghief, Septesber 16, 1876.

73 mig., November &, 1876.

™ 114., Bepteuber 9, 30, October 7, 28, 1676.
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various subterfuges trisd to keep as msny Demsorsts
poasible of f the regilstration rolls.’? vielence broke out
in severel parts of the state during the campaign
exXeept in Ouachita and Comvordia election dsy passed off
quietly .30

The Conasrvatives refused to accept the resylts of
the elsotion as amowwed by the Retarning
body stated that Tackard was governor, ths lsglalsture
Bepuwditcan, four Congressmsn were Republican, and that the
electoral vote of Louisians should be cast for Mayes. It
mmwmwemimmiwdammw
of the volas cast but meny of the volse were talnted with
freut and sould not be legally sounted.>l

On Janusry 1, 1877, the Conservative members-elect
of the Ssnate and House of Representatives appesred st the
door of the State House in New Orleans, ascompanied by some
contestants and olaltmants, and louls Bush. acting sz spokes-
man o the group, demanded thet all be sllowed to enter.
™e guard replied that no oo would be permiited to snter
exsept thoss holding certificates of election from the Sec-
retary of State. Bush then reasd a formal protest and led

79 Loom, Reconstruction in Louisisna, 426-430.
% psa., an1-437.
81 pommidscnville chief, Decemver 9, 1876.



his group to 8t. Patrisk's Hall where they prosesded
orgsnise a legislature. On the same day the Republican
iegislators~elect also organiszed st the Stete House. Both
legisiaturea were in sesaion dally sfter they were organ
1mea.52 On January 8, 1877, Psskeard snd Nicholls wers in-
sugurated. Crowds swarmed the atreets but there was no
publiic disturbance. On Janwary 10, about 4000 men designated
by Kicholls as state militia assaembled st Iafsyette Square
and pissed in review before him. Then they procseded to
take possession of the supreme court bullding, the polise
stations, and other publiic bulldings except the State House,
which was plsced in & state of siege. An order from sashing
ton directed the federal troops to disperse the besiegers snd
they withdrew. No blow waa struck, no shot was fived. The
State House, where Paskerd and his officisl family remained
day snd night, was gusrded by the Metropolitan Folice.0d
Beth governments degan functioning slthough naither
lsgislature had & full gquorum in both houzes. Packerd was
appealing te wWashington for help but was not getting any.
Pinohdask, pigued &t not being elected senator by the Packard
legizlature, trensferrved his allegiance to Nicholls and was
woricing on some Negro senators to Jolm the Conservative

82 nyd., Jenmary 6, 1877.
83 Ibid., Jemuery 13, 1877.
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lsgislature to give that body s quorsm.5 Wilitam B.
Chandler, of the Republicen National Committes, telegrapied
Esllogg to act with more couregs and thet he and Packard
sonld not die & "tetter death than reaisting rebels and
sevolutiontsts.’>> Ne alsc wired Pinchbssk to "Rise sbove
selfish sonsideraticns and fight for the Republicsn purty or
you will regret 1t to the lsst days of youwr 1ife."5° Pagkerd
was told to "eall for federsl casiatance which camnot be re-
fused. The Gods help thoss who help themselves."S? Packard
replisd that his calls for aid had not bsen snswered, and
that he had "one musiet where the White Losgue has 100, "S0
Then on the sixteenth the Secretary of ¥ar wired Generel
ment but wented the "status quo” maintained.’? orent wes

&M’ January 20, 1877‘-
85 yilitem E. Cheandler to Eellogg, Jenusry ey 13, %

e:uha-}, William E. ¢handler Pmm, _
h% ,m Congress. Hereafter cited as Chandler

%m%?:&- Se ?mmyml:’;y 18?7
(mdm),mmm

tﬂaontw i3 T {copy
of to M + January 13, 1877 (

%mem,mrymm(umm),
wmm

mtg of YWer to Geraral Augur, January 16,
1877 (telegran Source Chronologisal fnm. President.
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paasing the problem on to his susceaaor.

Naintaining the stetus ¢uo until the insuguration
ol & mow president mesat & long period of somfusion and
uwertainty in Louisisna, Periash business wes st a stend-
still. Texes could not be ccllested, becsuse the people
4id not Imow to whom 6 pay them. Business declined.
Courts eould not fumotion in some pariahes bdbecsuse the
Jadges refused to allow lawyers to sppear who would not pay
the Paskard license fee. 3Scome lawmyers refused %o attend o
sourt presided over by a Psskard Judge.’°

In March the Electoral Commission reashed ita
decision and Hayes was lnauvgurated. Then preasure {rom
both sides was exexrted on the President for recognition.
Hayes put off his decislon until Wwayne MacVeagh reporitsd
to him sfter investigation that the majority of the people
in the state including most Republicans regerded the
Nisholls government as the legal oms, that Hicholls had
pledged thet he would de s non-partissn govermer, that rights
of all wouid be respected, and that there yild be no

1 .
pelitical mrum.g RacVeogh had also arranged for a

9“0.3.rmzommu. January 16, 1877,
¥illiam P. Kellogg Papers, louisians tste wwmi ¥ A
chives; Kew Orisens m_, Maroh 13, 1877.

- Mareh 3, 18773 Rew Orleans
3 Jomes Longstreet to B.
mtw of Port A lisktions;

%:‘ April 13, 1877,
& at.
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falr dlsteibution of seats in the legizlature between the
two perties.” on April 2%, 1877 the troops were removed
frem the vieinity of the State House and the Fackard
governaent collapsed, wany of his legislaters heving al-
ready dsserted to Nicholls, the Louisians Lettery heving
nade 1t worth their while to do se.”>

sﬂ;mw.mm A Bist sians (New
Yorx, 1949), 227. ¥, A History of lLoulsisns

asee (x ?xﬁ.). 32?’ Dupre, Political Reminiscences 1876-



CEAPTER IX
THE AFTERMATH F 1876

After the battle of 1376-77, the Republican party
in Iouisiana was no longer in control of the state but it
had not been completely swept out of the politicsl arens.
Kellogg elected by the Packard legislature represented
Louisiane in the United States .enate. The seat was con-
tested by Henry N. .pofford who had been elected by the
Nicholls legislature bdut Kellogg won the contest. John
E. Leonard, Republican, represented the fifth district in
the natienal House of Representatives until his death in
Mareh, 1878.1 All of the federal positions in louisiana were
held by members of the party. There were sixteen Republican
senators and thirty-nine Republican representatives in the
state leglslature who served on all the lmportant committees
of that body.a There were Republicans elected in 1876 serv-
ing in parish and municipai offices throughout the state.
Governor Nicholls also appointed Republicans to some

1 ponaldsonville Chief, March 23, 1878.

2 See Appendixes E, F: New Orleans Democrat, May 6,
1877; Donsldsonville Chief, January 19, 1878,
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appointive positions. For example, Pinchbaok
member of the state Board of Bducsation in septeuder,
1877.3
the party's fall from power. Ths same elements ithat had
made up Lts memdership in ite day of supremacy-~-s&rpst-
Saggers, scalawags, and Negroos--mers 3till) very mush in
evidancs. The party organisation was & ahamdbles. The ward
clubs, and the parish and distrist committess were either
aisdbanded or insctive. The membership of the State Central
Exesutive Committes which somparised the party leadership
uas at loggesbheads. Pelitioel slliances to get oomtrol of
the federal patrensge and revive the party were formed and
discarded overnight. The confusion of the leaders was
spresd smong the rank and file.t

The Negroes were diasaffected. They placed the
blams for their "present dependent condition™ on the white
Republiicans who had betrayed them and led them astray,
while "protesting to love us better then we love eurselves.””

’nwmmw September 29, 1877.

3 weskiy loulsisnisn, October 6, 1577; September 29,



37

The leaders were dissstisfied with the division of the
federal "loaves and fishes” under the new dispensation.®
™he oolored ladorers and field hands were restliess and &
vague movemsnt bagan to start a colony of Louisiana RNegroes
in 1Iderie, dut it was ridiculsd by Democrats and Republi-
state.” Nothing cems of this particuler movemsnt but the
Negroes continued to Lo unessy snd in 1879-1880 zome of them
414 move to Kansas.

hen the party was in power there was an offisial
Repudlican mawspaper in prectically every parish "supported
by the pecple's money takmn from the public treasury for o8-
tensibls publie sﬂatm."s This lucrative source of
revenue a8 sut off when the party lost control of the state
and by Ny, 1877, it was repoaxrted that only five Repudblisan
papers were still in existence.’ The New Orleans Bepublicen,
the official pearty organ, wss one of the earliest casuslties
becauss it could not maintain itaeif on circulation and ad-
vortising revenue. The general odium in whish the party was

Pinchback to Hayes, January 29, 1877, Hayes Fapers.
an, October 6, 18773 Donaldacnville
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hald sttached iteelf to the psrty press. Businsss men
Who advertised in the Republicen were boycotted by their
sustomers. The Negross && a proud hed no businesses to
sdvertize, and thedr immediste interests did not depend
upon their deing informed on current events.'® Reny of
the Bepublisan pspers uhieh 4id not fold up becsme "in-
dependant.” Two papers which remsined true to the

mwmm Pinchbsck's brand of Republicenisam
and the Chisf reflscted the conservative views of the sugar
planters of the third congressional district.
Despeir over the state of the party wes reflected
in the ¥eekly Leuisianisn when it declared, "
mm&msxm&w‘““?‘

aend sttempt reorganlise Repub-
lurpugmm,mammmmt

of folly
“s.n.mm.mam 1878, John
Sherman Papers, Hanusoripte Division, Ll of Congress .

Esrearter sited as Sharuan Papers. ruhmmm1mar
the Republicsn.

1 penaldsonville chief, Nay 5, 1877.

12 veskly loulsisnlen, Januery 22, 1876.

'3 ponalgsenville gnief, September 16, 1871.
3% weskly leutsianisn, October 13, 1877.
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Rot everyone took sush a pessimistio view. The parsty
sould be revived but only on certain conditions. The Chief
was of this opinion. 1t stated,
» » .mmnmm;wrmmw
Sotally demoralized and mm,
1ittie hope of resurrection m&bm

regeneration; and none whatever ita
former crganization and mensgement.

By the "former mansgement” was msant the lesders who
mmmmutnmmm«wm.
Therefore, the only hope was to entrust the “regeneration’
to those who had not perticipated directly in the Radieal
misrule. Scoalawsgs who had desn "0ld Line Whnigs®™ put them-
selves forward as qualified to ecarry out the task. They
had jJoined the Repubdlisen party after the war because they
belisved it to be the "legitimate offspring” of the Whig
party sinee 1t ed internal improvemants and the
tariff. They wers the comservative element in the Conserva-
tive-Demvereatios coslition which had overthrown the Radioals.
™his wse & sarviage of convenience and now that their task
had beeon assomplished thasy 4id not want to keep up the
slifance or Join the party they had fought for so long bhe-
fove the war. Put in charge of rebuilding the party, they
would swesp the carpetbaggers into the background and the
wealth and intelligence of the state would Join thelr ranks.

15 pons1dsenviris chief, July 21, 1877



stlll respected their former mesters snd would bs guided by
them 1n political matters.’® Sush wee the reasoning of the
Wnigs. EHowever, the "former menagement” could not be
saslily relsgated to the dYackground. They had their connec~
tions in the mationsl perty and their clsims on the national
administration.

Ko group desirous of rebuilding the party oould hope
to ssoomplish anything without deing given the federal
patronage in the stats. This wss the only means left to get
party workers. To get this patronage the group would have
te be recognized as the party by the Hayes adwiniastration.
This would de indicated when the Fresident appointed a
Collestor of the Fort of New Orlsans. Ceonssquently, esch
faction had its favorits candidate for the post. The admin-
istration wes swamped with letters, telegrams, and delegsa-
tisms from Iouisiana wrging the appointment of various in-
&ividuals who, according to their sponsors, were the only
onss whio sould reduild the party and sustain Eayes® "southern
poliey."t7 In trying to msie up his mind, it wes sald thet

6y, 3. q.mr.mn , John BE. King, Thomas C.

:Mznmmmmm ry Aml 21, 18773 John Ray
Pepers * Hayes, April 22, 1877, Hayes
17 gow Orissns Demoeret N 31, 1877 pass
New Orleans DOROE PR s OF ~ P9f7 4 We ’klg?? Sy
mouth (Xey apers, louislens w«n
to %W el e mmfm,

Janusry 32 | Matthews to Warmoth
Februsry 1‘ » HM Gﬂlh&tlmgl;ilvhbmk to Charles ’
R. Bash, March 9, 1878. GRDJ, Appt. Papers, louieslans.
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ani the Revurning Doardy looos With chure
. Bourd, Uy

szﬂfgtmxmnmmm
Pimally, in May, 1878, the Senate confirmed George L. Smith,
SE~Congressmn from Csddo, and left the favtions to fight
1% out smeng themselves as to who would sontrol him and the
Mwls

hile the intrafactional fight was going on the
Dmmocruts were exsrting every effort to keep the Republicens
divided snd il possible extinguish the party bafore the
NSovember, 1878, elections. They trisd to force the Repub-
itcans still holding ilocel offiess out of their jJobs on
various pretexts. They accused former Republicen parochisl
snd schoel bosrd officials of embesxling pubiic funds.ZC
Their major attack took the form of an indictment of the
Returning Board msaders, J. Madison Wells, Thomes C. Ander-
son, Gadane Cessmave, and Louis H. EKenner, on the charge
thet they

e o « @id falsely and feloniously utter and

Paomed s comiecreited pubilo rescrds to

wit; the Retwrns from the Parish of Vernon
of an eleotion heid for Presidential electors

18 New QOrleens Dempcret, January 19, 1878.
19 pomaidscuville chief, Mey 4, 1878.

20
New Orlsans Juns 93 Jaly 6, 1877
Demaldsonville Chief, %&' ’ ’ ’
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in the State of louisiens
day of November A. D. 1876.

Kational attention was

ﬁm-m.

used on the subsequent trisl and
Farish.” Republicans everywhere sccused ths Bourben Demo-
oxuts of persecuting the Returning Board for past political
actions uhich was & visliation of the sgreement made at the
tims Nicholls wss reccgnized by the adainiatration sz the
lagal governor of the atate.®3 Louistena conservatives
held the same views and Nicsholls would have pardoned Ander-
son if the state Supreme Gourt hsd not reversed the decision
of the perish cowrt.®® It was velieved that

erue RISt sl 2 oo

mmmxnmmmtm,nma

visw to muccess in the fall electlion, and

-this Andersom decision is counted upon

furalish %cmmmln amount of mam
thander.

nm-mmwmmuwunmmwm’

21 copy of Indictment, GRDJ, Sourse Chronologlcal
Flles, mt mm.

22 ¢, Wparton Collens Jr. (Reporter), Full Pr:
g%%«&mm (Hew Orleans, Y678

23 sherman to Iresident (Hayes) Pebruary 8, 1878;
Bareh 8, 1878, Shermen Papers.

2% g, 3. mwu to W. T« shermsn, February 1%, 1878,
m m’ ORA.LLE RARL B NEES ¥ b b AR Mr Mﬂh 23; 18‘780

25 ponsidsenville Chief, April 6, 1878.
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snd favilted to vote Demosretic to complete the grest work
of reform begun in 1876. As one nmewspapsr sditer put 1%,

o0 aSiaer, o ek he Ui somn,

want them to help estsbhlish good government.
‘In Natohitoches, Tensss, East Pelleisna, Cadds, and St.
Kary vielence and intimidation were used. Negross and
shites wre murdered, Republican leaders were rum out of
the parish or forced to support the Democratic ticket.?7

Whare they could do so j:_@a&wbiism W&
on ihe parish level to put up candidates for pargchlisi
offioss end legislative sests. In some cases they made ar-
‘rangements with the locel Democrscy Lo share the posts.ZC
Some leasders trisd to pateh up the central party organiza-
. tien into some seablance of & united fromt. In July, Henry
Didbls reported to Warmoth on the situation. The astate
centrsl committes was enlarged to imcluds £ifty prominent
Republicans from the state at largs. At a special mseting
of those meabers resident in New Orlsans, the "Returning

26 Ibid., July 20, 1878 quoting Colfsx Chronicle.

7 he following give oye witness sscounts. MYe. J.
Emest Breda to Jask . september 30, 1878 (e-gg
GBDJ, Source Chromological Flles, Fast Loulsiana; Alfred
Pairfax to Hayes, n. 4., GADJ, Source Chromologicel Files,
President; Anon. to Wharton, Ootober 5, 1878, GRDJ, Source
Shronologie 1lex, Eaot Loulsiane.

28 | ,
Dibbls to Warmeth, July 15 Warmoth Collec-
tion; New Orlesns Demosret, hovemser %.%é.
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Boarders” msneuversd to get the parity on pecord as favoring
& eonstitutional conventien. Thoss who oppoved this move
belisved that the existing conmatitution of the state was
more favorabls to Republicans than any that csuld be devised.
All e sommlttes members sould agrse on was %o call & meet-
ing of the full committee on August 15th. Dibbls was opti-
mistis. He reported, "We have no notion of dishanding the
party dut will use svery exertion to prevent & dlssolutien."2d

At the August meeting presided over by Andrew J.
Dumoat (solored) the centrsl committes issued a sall for an
election of delegates to meet in comvention om September
2208.5° The situstion 414 not improve in the interim. Jack
Wharton, United States Marshsl, scmplainsd to Warmoth that
"politios wes going to the Devil.” It wes all the feult of
the Returning Boerd whe forsed Collector Smith to distribute
the patronege in their fever. Candidstes sponsored by thet
infamour crew had no chance of success. The federal officials
were not peying thelr caspaign assesamsnts. The §30,000 sp-
pPepriated by Congress to repiir the Unlisd Stetes Gourt
Room in the Custom House was deing handled by the “arohitect
who imows mothing sdout things here & hence the chance to get
good men t¢ work & at the same tlme men of Influence in their

$1en 29 Divble to Warmoth, July 31, 1878, Wermoth Colles-

30 uerits T. Isach, "Aftermath of Reconsiruction
in loulsiana” {[N.A. Thesia, louisiana State University, 1933),

-
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" If the Returmning Bomd would stand
aside and let Wharton and Smith take chargs ampale
they could "make comdinations that would win &11 over the
state & give us & mixed legisleture & a Republican senator
& several members of Congress.’>»

The rank and fils were apathetic to the eleetion of
delagates to the state party convention. Accoxding to the
Chief, the resson for this was that Repudlicans viewed with
gg%ﬁﬁ.%%%%«gag
leaders

» W g« it into disrepute and hesteonsd
».# g They might wpnw g a_nanoua in
&i »%»«.Rﬁfg by men
with og g and ﬂogwo ggawgw but
i the old crowd of ¢ ionists and
%gnﬁ«c the rovst in
ggsgﬂg ggaﬁ&mﬁ
ulno the coopgrat ef the honest Bepublican

E

The state eonvention met in September snd ad Journed
for want of s guorum. The official sxcuse for this was
thet the yellow fever epidemic kopt the delegates sway. -
¥ith the perty not abls to organize and meke nominations,
sach fastion was free to 4o &8 it pleased. Meny Republicans
went over to the Hatiomel Party, & hybrid orgenization made

31 wnarton to Warmoth, August 27, 1878, Warmoth Collec-

32 pomaldsonville Chief, August 31, 1678.

- 33 1emeh, "Aftermath of Reconstruction in Loulsiana,”
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for Congress in that district was Robert (. Hebert, a
Custom House employee and the son of ex-Governor Paul O.
Hebert. The candidate of the antis was W. B. nermhant.37
Thus Republican strength was divided in & district that
was Republican if given a feir vote and en honest count.
Norria Marks, Collector of Internal Revenue, tried to cone
siliate the fastions but wilth no suceeas.BB |

The fact that meny anti-Bourbon Democrats were
Jeining the National Party worried the Demooratie press of
Now Orleans. They did thelr best to dlascredit the Nation-
alists and their motives. The New Orleans Democrat ran
an expose of the "Red Warrior" organization which wae said
te be the secret strong arm group of the National Party.
The aim of the organization was to carry the election at all
eosts by killing oppeaition leaders, and dy intimidating voters
prior to the election and on election day.39 What happened
to this organization efter it was "exposed" 1is shrouded in
nystery.

| 37 ynidentified newspaper clipping dated October 12,
1878, gives an sccount of & convention at Bayou CGoula, Louls-
ians which nominated Hebert in Shermen Papers; W. B. Merchant to
Sherman, November 1, 1878 (telegram), Sherman Papers.

38 Morris Merks to Hayes, December 10, 1878, Hayes
Papers.

39 Rew Orleans Demoerat, October 21-26, 18783 Leach,
“Aftermath of Reconstruction In Louislana,” 25.



58
The Democrats won en overwhelming victory. They

. earried every Congressional district and elected the state
treasurer. The Republicans were left with eleven senators:
(hold-overs) and nineteen representatives in the legia-
lature.4° The New Orleans Democrat admitted that the "im-
mense majorities, the unanimous Democratic vete given by
the parishes of North Ioulsiana are confusing--almost in-
ce-prehensible.“nl But "Never haas such a political revolu-
tien been known. The Red River country is nearly unanimously
Democratic, while the Fifth District, lately Republican will
show a Democratic msjority of at least 7000."h2 The victors
" explained their triumph by saying that the Returning Board
. candidates were obnoxious even to Republicans and that the
Negroes had voted Democratic in large numbers., The colored
man was getting Justice in the courts, more schools, and
better teachers under Nicholls and d4id not want to go back
to the days of Warmoth and K@llogg.as

The Republicans had another explanatien for the im-
mense Democratic majorities in north loulsisna. They began
te ery fraud, bulldezing, and intimidation and finally they

40 See Appendixes E and F.

2 New Orleans Democrat, November 9, 1878.
43 1p14.

4% ypia., November 23, 1878.
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were heard in tha halls of Congress. James G, Bisine spon-
sored & Sencte investigeting demmitiss-.the Teller Committes-
~to investigate the elsstlon.'® Witnessss before this sem-
mittee described frightfal deeds that had been thm
WMW mmwmcmmfamﬂm
ksep the Democratic Congrozsmen elscted in 1878 Lfrom deing
seated, howewer. At the same time the Committee was holding
ita sesaions United States Distriet Attormey for loulsisns,
Albert B. lLeonaxd, got a federal grand Jury te indist 120
nen from Rew Orlsans, Hastehitoshes, Caddo snd Tensss for
wricns offenses sgainst the election laws. These so churged
were the Demoaratic lssders of their respentive parishes.
Tay were brought to Now Orlesns and walted sround for weeks
wiile Lsonard prepsied & case for trisl. Needleas to say
e Demcerats raised ihe issue of politisal persesution. The
Natehitoshes prisoners were tried and scquitted. The jury
falled %o agree in the Caddo case. 7The whole affair was a
fisseo and sll the indictuents were eventually nolle prossed.?

M ot1s a. Singletary, "The Reassertion of White
m9 mm (¥.A. Thesis, louisiana State Univer-
F 2

Newton C. slmm %o John R.
pusee, 2B 5 G TR BTSN s
W um rmm of M,a emrmmug A. H.

ummm December 25, 1878, Pebrumry 8, 17,
3 GEDJ, Source Wfazml Files, East loulaiena.
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Bearmhile, the Republicen fseticna ware acceusing
sath other of traschery and doudbledealing during e cam.

- paign.

Wharton was accuaed of getting drunk on clestion
asy snfd allowing his Democratic deputies to throw the
sleetion in New Orleanz. Ee denied the charge and said
that he waa 111 on that day and had a doctorts sertifiscate
to prove it. He blamed J. R. G. Pitiin his predecessor
1n the Marshel's office for spreading this canard. "Re
1388 1k a son of 2 diteh about it--swears he knowe nothing
sbout it ete. but it all false--He is the main mover in it."0

Soms Regro lsaders accused the whits Repudlisans of
making allisnce:s with the "last ditcher" Deswcrats to sup-
press the colored vote and advised the Negroes to hid fare-
uell to the party of "meny promises and no performences”
and to Joln forces with the conservative pecple in the state !

The grestest recrimination centered arownd the
4efeat in the third district, which was consldered a Re-
publican one. It was charged that the Returning Board had
pat up Bedert to deliberately spilt the Republican vote so

%% m R. Cosgrowe to President (Hayss), November
878 ma Appt. Papere, louisians; mwton to Warmoth
%z:!‘t g » Warmoth ca:mum. *

FaLive, NMovember @ 1%83 Weekl
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warrant of the party. They could not allow that election

te g0 by default. The leaders worked up s meeting to secure
a modus vivendi. ‘The pretext for their coming together was
a complimentary dinrer for Kellogg at Antoine's Restaurant
on January 3, 1879. The guest list included about fifty
impertant Republican leaders both white and black. The
seating arrangement was intereating.

s s « €X-Gov. Hahn at the head of the table,
flanked on his left by Senator Kellogg, Geov.
Antoine, General Souer, Judge Marks, Collector
Smith and Dr,. Reudanex; on the right by ex-
Govs. Warmoth and Foote /ex-Governor of
Nisaissl who replaced Hahn as Director of
the NMint/ Col. lewis, MNr. Joubert, General
Anderson and Col. Weeka. Col. Jack Wharton
was placed in charge of the foot of the tabdble
with Judge Dumont and the editor of the
louisianian /Finchback/ facing each other in
the wings 1n company With Senators Stamps,
Harper, and Bilunt, Hon'a. ¥Wm. G. Brown,
Desmarais, Ingalls, Morey and others.

Besides these Measra. Bonzano, Shaw, Merchant, Casanave,
Herwig, Kenner, Woodward, and Judges Pardee, Fontlieu and
Cullom were present .5

Kellogg pleaded for harmony and unity among Republi-
cans and was followed by Warmoth who predicted that with Grant
as the Republican standard bearer in 1380 the party in
leuisiana under '"competent and energetic"” leaders with a
ticket representing "character and intelligence" would march
to victory.55

5% weekly Loulsienisn, Jenuery 4, 1879.
55 1bid.
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Pimghback said that the meeting remindsd him of
the early days of recomstruction. The presence of
Roudanez, sc long & atrangsr to sush occasions, sugured
well for the posaibility of HRepublican unity. At this
point, Narmoth and Roudanez shook hande. Pinchback then
pointed cut that all efforts at unity would fail uniless
assompanied by the fraternal feeling which had charssterized
e early days of the party. He smphasized that the colored
aen 414 not expect nor dssire soclal equality but they d4id
expesct that on sll "“semi-official" occasions they would be
sceorded the recognition to which the nature of the case en-
titied then.5® It was a veritable love feest.’?

New allisnges were formed. In February a refurdished
Etate Central Comzmittes met and sppointed & sub-commitiee
_ummwuagew,” The party had been
‘regenmersted” a2nd was ready to give battle to the enemy.

56 1pia.

57 jew Orlesns Democcrst, Jenuary 11, 1879.
58 weekly louisienism, Pebrusry 15, 1879.



CHAPTER III
STATE POLITICS 1879-1892

I;: the battles for state offices from 1879 through
1888, the Republican party composed its internal differences,
put out a slate of casndidates, and gave the Democrats a
good fight. After 1892, however, the party hed to give up
its role as the sole opposition and acquire allies to keep
up the struggle. It never did capture the state government,
but did elect party members to the state legislature end
to some parish offices.

The battleground for the two contending parties con-
sisted of the state at large divided into Lifty-eight
parishes (fifty-nine after 1887), sixty-three representative
districts, snd twenty-six senatoriel districts.l Party
machinery was orgsnized according to the political divisions
of the state. There was a stete central committee, & sen-
atorial district committee, and a parish committee. It
was the function of these committees to make the party
views known to the electorate; to hold conventions in their
respective aress to nominate the party cendlidates; to conduct

1 Louisiena State Constitution, 1879, Art. 18.
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the campaigne; and to get out the vote on election day-
The Republican organization had brokem down between 1876
and 1878 and it was the task of the leeders of the "re-
Juvenated® party to build it up egain and to make 1t
function for the coming election of delsgates tc a con-
vention which was to frame a new orgenic law for the state.

Almcet as soon as the Democrats were securely in
power in 1877, demands were made upon the administration
to call & constitutional convention which would draft s
new instrument of government and do away with all vestiges
of Redical rule.Z This wss not & unanimous desire even
among Democrata. A Democretic membder of the state legis-
lature expressed the view of the opposition in these
words:

I think it inexpedient, at leasat, at this
time. We have had politics encugh in this

State. WUWe want peace and prosperity, and pol-

itics mean anything but peace. Perty fires

that may have been smouldering, ought to be

allowed to burn out and not be 1lit up sgain,

which would be the case, I think, should a

constitutional convention be called. . . .

We want rallrosds, internal improvemsnts,

that are more of & necessity 31; present than

e change in our Constitution.

These sentiments were echoed by the Republicans.

2 ponsldeonville Chief, Hovember 3, 17, 1877, quoting
t. Rary Enterprise, Lafeyette Advertiser, and Calcasieu Echo.

3 ¢c. J. Barry quoted in New Orlesns Weekly Democrat,
Jenusry 12, 1878.
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It was hoped that the compromise lesgislature
would be a reform body and that its ections would pre-
clude the calling of & convention. The legisleture was
expected to lower the taxes, cut the expenses of govern-
ment, reform the Judiciary, and abolish the cumberscme
registretion aystem.' Reformers in both parties believed
the enactment of a poll tax would serve a double purpose.
It would lessen the tax burden for the property holder
and, if the receipta were used as a certificate for eligibil-
ity to vote, no expensive reglistration systeam would be
nseded. The Republican editor of the Donsldsonville
Chief wes most enthusisstic over its benefits.

We doudt if there will be any single
measure of reform urged upon the sttention
of the (Genersl Assembly more prolific of
bensficial results, both in an economical
and general point of view than the proposi-
tion to repesl the cumbersome registration
lsw now in force and constituts the poll
tax receipt of the ocitizen the evidence of
his l‘mt to vote. This requirement . . -
vould save thousands of dol to the
people im every election year and do away
with the obJjectionable and superf luous
features of the existing reglstration law,
which afford opportunity for the perpetra-
tion of fraud and melke 3 Supervisor of Regis-
tration necessary in every parish. NMoreover
this manner of regulating the suffrage would
not be open to the obJjections of an educs-
tional or property qualification, either of
which would excite the alarm and animosity
of the colored citizen, sgainst whom as &

5 Kew Orleans Weekly Democrat, Janusry 19, 1B878.
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Slaas it would be urged the mes.wy: wap
éimted. e o » NOo man, white or black,
rich or poor, who has & spark of public
8pirit which is the esasence of the gual-
ities constituticng the desirsble citizen,
will complain of the slight impost of a

por aunum Ay & prereguisite te his
Fight to vote, when he considers that the
monsy derived from the tax goss to the free
achool and Charity Hospital funds, and that
the imposition of this inconsiderable burden
will be the meens of diminishing viaibly the
heavy rate of taxation whioch now oppresses
the property holder, and through him, sll
other classes of our population.”

he hopes of the reformers woere not realised. The
legislsture resched the end of its sllotted term condemned
&8s a do-nothing body which had spent its time in politiecal
aaneuvering and on frivolaus bills., Cne sditcr mourned:

gur silly hopes were in vain. Politicans

are politicisns end nothing els2; they are

mockers and whoscever 18 deceived by them is

not wise. ¥While they were seeking voies, they

were ready te pled s themselves t5 & thousand

things. 7They could abuse their RHadlosl prede-

ceascrs to your hesrt’s content, 6-& now they

can do Just &8 the Radlcals did.
he lsgislsture had taken no action on such vital matters
és revenue sppropriations, registration snd election laws,
sand the peyment of the {loating debt, so Governor Nicholls
had to call it into extra session. In & short time the
legisletors had cut sppropriations in 2ll deparimsnts, passed

s new election law, and prépared twenty-one reform smendments

5 poneldsonville Chief, Januery 19, 1878.
6 1pid., Mareh 9, 1878.
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for submission to the eleoctorate in 1870.7 It weas the
Bourbon element of the Democracy which was elsmoving for &
bew conatitution. The Constitution of 1868 wee so die-
tasteful to them ae “he product of the Radicals that they
would not consent to it: mere smerdment. They wanted it
.mnma and, consequently, in the ocampaign o 1878 they
urged the voters to defeat the =mendmentz. Conservative
Democrats and Republicans supported the amendments. How-
ever, the Jourbon element dominated the campalgn z2nd all
the axsndments were defeated except the one mhich provided
for the removal of the capital to Baton Rouge. A Bourbon
legislature was elected in 1378 which emsated a law calling
for sa election of delegates to a conatitutional conven-
tion-in spite of Nicholls‘ objection te such a move. The
slsction was to de held in Mareh, 1879.

It was during the legislative sessionz of 1878 and
1879 that the existence of the loulsiana lottery became a
political issue, which was to be carried over into the
convention campaign and the convention itself. This
gambling enterprise had been chartered by the legislature
Suring the Warmoth regime in 1868. It had 2 monopoly of
the lottery business in the state and made enormous profits.

7 Mew Orlesns Daily Picayune, April 6, 1878; Donald-
sonville Chief, July 27, ﬂ‘?ﬂ. ’
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To safegusrd its position and profits the company plsyed
politica. In the orisis of 1876 lottery woney had played
& role in the consummation of the sompromise.8 1In the
1878 session of the legislature, Nicholls resommended the
repeal of the Iottery charter as on essential reform. The
legislature refused to do so. Its supporters were too im-
pressed with the annual license fee pald by the company as
an easy source of revenus to disturd it. Every Republicen
in the legislature voted against repeal.’ Another drive
against the lottery was made in the 1879 legislature.
Warmoth spoke in its defence. He astated that the reason
the opponents of the lottery were sgainst it was not moral,
as they m@ed, bat political. loulsiang pesople were a
lottery-playing people and they would go on gaxbling even
1f the repesal bill were passed. The compeny played pelitics
bescause it waz good business to 4o so. A3z long as the Re-
publicans were in powsr ths lLottery was Republican, now it
was Demoecratic. He pointed out that the company was not
the only monopoly in the state. The Hew Orleans Gas Company
and the New Orisans Waterworks Company were monopolies also.w
™his time the antilotteryites were successful and a blll
abolishing the company was passed and signed by Nicholls im

8 Berthold C. s;m;, “The B;.::cr{ of the i.:ui;ima
State Lottery C s loulsisne Historicel Guarterly,
XXVII (19k4), nﬁﬁ _—

9 New Orleans Weekly Democrat, Jamuary 18, 1879.
10 1pid., January 25, 1879.
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Harch, 1979.11 wng company then sued in the Pederal
Pistrict Court to have the set declarsd unconstitutional.
T™he judge, a Repudlican, did so declare the repeal act. o
The company weat on with its operations and began to lay
the groundwork to heve its status £ixed in the new conati-
tutien.

T™he Repudlican party bhad no expestations of cen-
trelling the convention, bdut they 4ild exart themselves
to elsst & respectadble minority delegskion. The sentral
campaign committee advised Republican voters to cast their
%allots for Repudlicans where it was possible to do 80.
Howewer, 1f that wsre nct paossible party membors should sup-
port candldates who would piedge themselves to malntain the
Bill of Rights of the Constitution of 1368 intact, and who
would yote in the comvention to separaite the powers of
government; to reatrict the governor to exsculive power; to
1imit the power of the legislature to create debt and impose
taxes; and te recognize and provide for the payment of the
existing state dedbt.’> In most Republican parishes the
lseders had to agree to give the Democrats half the delegates
to prevent bulldozing of the Negroes.l?

1 Alwes, "louisiane State lottery Coampany,” lec. ¢lt.,
995«

12 1p14., 999.

13 yeekly louisissisn, March 8, 1879.
1% 1514., Msreh 1, 1879,



62
The election was a guiet one. It was oo quist
for the editor of the low

n ant ¥ho stated that "Never
before in the history of any state in the Union was such
apathy witnessed in an election of such vital importance to
sll classes of the people."® The convention was made up
of ninety-seven Democrats, two Nationals, three Independents,
and thirty-two Republicans. Seventeen of the Republicans
were Jegroes. The Republican delegation was headed by
¥armeth and Pinchback.l®

Republican activity in the convention was centered
around three issues; education, oivil rights, and the state
dsbt. It was Pinchback who introduced a proposal to eatablish
& state supparted university for Negroes in New Orleans.
The convention adopted the proposal by a vote of eighty-one
te twenty-turee.l?

The Republican dslegation was also successful in
its fight to retain a Bill of Rights in the new constitution
and to ward off any attempts at limiting the suffrags. They
ware joined by sixty-nine Democrats who voted to retain
uatversal manhood suffrage.d

15 1p1d., march 29, 1879.

16 myia.

17 myia., July 12, 1879.

18 1pid., July 19; August 2, 1879.
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There was o strong movemsnt in the convention to
repudliate the state debt which had been contracted during
the period of Repudblican rule and which had been funded
éuwring Kellogg's sdministration. The convention sdopted
en erdinmance which reduced the 7 per cent interest rate on
the dedt and provided for a s5liding scale of interest rates
until the dedt was liquidated. For five years alter 1880,
the interest was to be 2 per cent; 3 per cent for the next
fifteen yesrs; and § per cent until the dedt waz pald.
Bondholders who did not want to accept these terms could
exchange their old bonds for new ones &t a 25 per ceat dia-
sount. The neux bonds would pay a flat 4§ per cert interest.
™s Republicens opposed this ordinsnce becsuse they in-
sisted that the state dsbt was a valid one and ahould be
paid in full. The debt ordinence and the constitution had
%o be voted on separately.’’

The prolottery forces in the convention were suc-
ssssful in their efforts to get a constitutional guarantee
for the continued opersation of the louisians Iottery Company.
Artisls 167 of the comatitution provided that the louisiana
lottery Company was to cperate until 1895 and pay an annual
ilcense fee of 40,000 t0 be used for the Charity Hospitsl.
It no longer had & moncpoly of the lottery business.2’

19 Inid., Amﬂﬁt 2, 18790
20 prticle 167, louisians State Comstitution, 1879.
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Republicems were generslly satisfied with the new
eonatitution, although there were some polnita to which
they objected. They 41d not like the four-yesr legislative
term and the prevision that artificial limbs be provided for
disadled Conlederate veterans at state expense. They sauw
the poasibility of a revivel of the "black-coda" laws under
the provisions of Article 5. They belisved thers wses &
danger of "foreign framde’ in the section which allowed im-
migrants to vote after they had declared their intention of
besoming citisens.’’

T™he constitution was to be retified or rejected by
the people in Decemder, 1879. At the seme time the people
were to vote for ths state officisla and the legislature es-
tablished by the new organic law. Thia meant that Louisians
was to be in the throes of her third political campsign iam
the course of a year.

The issue arose among Republicans as to whether
they should put up & slate for the state offices and enter
the campaign on their own or whsther thay should try te reach
an agreemsnt with the Conservative Democrats and put out a
fusion ticket. MNMany Republicens belisved that the Demoorats
' whe favored peying the state dedt, & southern Paciflic rall-
| road, protective tariffs, and sound money wouid be willing

21 John H. O+ Pitikin's comments on & copy of the Con-
stitution of 1879, Sherman Papers.
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to a0t wiih the Rspudblicans to overthrow the Rourbons
provided the carpetbagger-Negro leadership wes supplanted
by native white southern Repudlicans of the same aosial
and econemic standing as the anti-Bourbon Democrats .o
Baturally, the 0ld line Republicans would have nothing to
4o with such a fusion scheme under those terwms. Partisular-
1y when the lsader of the Conservatives was H. N. Ogden
"the Butcher of September 13, 187%."23

T™he Repudlican state executive comaittee met on
August 26, 1879 to issue the sall for s state convention
o meet in October. 2 lengthy address was issusd to the
Repudblicans of Iouisiana. The committee reviswed the
history of the perty since the "surrender® of April, 1877.
™e Demoorsts were chargsd with having bdroien the pledges
made at that time. The committee stated that this should
SOTVEe a8 & werning.
Any syestem of lideral, or Fusion coslition
oF compact with ﬁ other party or faction of a
is fraught with unalloyed evil. 7The Re-
1%can party hss been worsted in every trans-
ien of this sort into which it has ever entered.
e « o« The motive of auch an alliance is mutusl
s« » o o It is Detter that the Repubiicans

: taine part in a political campsign than
sheir position should be either squivocal or sub-

L 4

:

88

|

|

|

22 Johnm Ray to John Tyler, Jr. August 1, 1879;
Awgust 17, 1879, Shermsn Papers. Tyler was in New Orlsans
a5 sn sasistant special tressury asgent to promots Shermean
for president movement in the stats.

23 pitkin to hhr. Avgust 83 13793 Js Mo Do do
Jewett to Tyler, August 22, 1879, Sherman Papers.
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Isaders in the parishes were tc make it clear to all Re-
publicans that "all political furloughs mme revoked » 811
adsent on leave are recalled.” Only mern of "good

rapute

s .. and regsponsible in /Their/ own person, business =
property for whataver msy be dong by /Then/ in & repre-
sentative capacity” ahould be chosen ss dslegates to the
state econventisn. The convention would esteblish the party
stand on the new cemstitution snd slect a new state central
commitiee.

_ The committee also omphasized in the address that
the Republican party "slone oan save and revive the prosper-
ity of the _outhern people.” It was the only party that
eould suppert the protsctiive tariff for rice and sugarg
lsvee protection at federal expense; construction of &
seuthern Pacific railroed; and canals acress the Isthmus
of Central America. No Demccrat of the "school of Calhoun"
ooulé support such mtasures without vielating the prin-

. eiples or‘hh pmr.a'

™he firat state conventlon of the Republican party
‘simce the fall of the rackard government met on Ogtober 20
snd 21, 1879 in New Orleans. Negro delogates were in the
Bmajority and the comvention officers wers Negroes. But
the colored men deferred to the wishes of the whitea in the

2% Weekly Loulsisnien, september 29, 18790
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eholee o & ticket end im the preparation of the platform.=
All apealers empi:asized the necessity of selecting noa-
inees Who were above reproach in order to aveid the asual
Democratic Jibes aboutl ithe Repudlican principles being
good dut the men bad. It was stated that the Demociats
were trying to influence some members of the convenilon
to mominate unfit men so that politicel capitsl could be
made out of this point.2®

™The ticket nominated by the convention was a& “"con-~
elliation” one designed to atiract votes {rom as many
éifferent classes of Loulsisnians &» possible. Taylor
Beattia, of lafourche, was the candidete for governor.
Ee was a mative of the state, a planter, lawyer amd Jjudge
with many {riends among the amomauv_e planter Democrats.
It wea hoped that he would get some of these votes. James
N. Gillespie, of Tensas, the cholce for liesutenant-governor
wes a Yale graduate, ex-Confederste soldier, owner of seven
plantations, and en Irishmen. Clsudius Meyo, of st. Landry,
the nominee for the post of state auditor wes from an olé
Opelousas femily, ex-Confederete soldier, arnd "of high
soeial standing.” Don A. Pardee was supposed to atiract the
votes of the ex-Federal servicemen and the carpetbaggers.

i ——

Ibid.

L d

25 1nid., October 25, 1879.
26
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B® was 3 native of Chio and had served in James A. Qar-
f1eld's regiment. Since the war he had recided in Jelfer-
son parish where he practized law. Ne wes the candidate
fer attorney-genaral. The nominee for auperintendent of
education was Dr. M. 7. Sonzand, of 3t. Barnard, a native
of Germany. Re was a member of many national and inter-
national learned societies. Afier Mew Orleans had heen
saptured by the Federals, the Secretary of the Treasury
kad put him in charge of redpening the United States Mint
in the city. The only Negro on the ticket wsa James D.
Eennedy the candidaste for secretary of state. Kennedy
waa the twenty-four-year-old Junior editor of the Weelly
louisisnian. He was a native of New Orleans bul had
been educated in Ohio. He was a godson of Jscar J. Dunn,
Lisutensnt-Governor under Warmoth. It was the opinien of
the Repudlicans that they had chosen s ticket with "every
qualification necessary to secure HONEST and GOOD govern-
mmt."  The terms "Carpetbagger, non-resident, foreigne>"
eould not be "hurled and thrust” In their teetn.’7

T™e Republican platform declared that it was the
*privilege, right and duty” of the nationel govermmeat to
"sxtend iias protecting arm” to guaraniee a fres Republican
farm of government in esch state. The ballot must he free

27 1bid.
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and the count fair; otherwise government wes not of, by,
and for the peopls. High tariffs protectesd labor and indus-
try from competition with the products of psumer and slave
labor of foreign nations, The party was in favor of &
southern transcontinental raillroad, improvement of rivers

and harbors at natiensl expense. a subaldized merchent
marine, and a eanal across the Isthms of Darien. The
state dedbt which wes approved and ratifisd in 1872 should
be paid in full:. There should be no compromise on this
issus. The sonvention urged the voters to defeat the debt
erdinsnce, but to vote for the ratification of the consti-
tution. Xellogg was endorsed as the legal senttor from
Louisisna.28

The convention elected a new state central committee
with Andrew J. Dumont, a colored Custem House officlal, as
ehairman. A campaign committee was selected to conduct s
short vigorous canvass in which every Republican waes to
bury el snimoeity end put his shoulder to the wheel.2d

John Tyler, Jr. warned John Sherman thet in spite
of the "cencilistion® ticket, the excellent platform, and
the surfasee unity of the Republicane there wes no chance
of success. 7The party was contrelled by the carpetbhaggers
and there was no hope of fusion with the conservative

28 114,
29 1p1a., November 1, 1879.
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Pemocrats te guarentes a fair election. The conservative
Demoerats had thrown their support to Louis &, Wilt: +the
Bourben Democratie eandidate.3?

The Demcorats 4i4 attg.ek Besttie as ons who had
turned Ris back upen his own rece and clasn for gold
and self-sggrandisement.3}

™he Republican canvass waz openad in RBaton Rouge on

Cetober 29. It was reported that an snthusiastic ecrowd of
2000 turned out to cheer Beattie and sther speskers. 'The
m_aﬂnﬁn sent speaicers te variouz parts of the
state. ~wa campaigned in northeast Iouisisna and
wrote reperts to his newspaper of the hazxards eand frustra-
ticms of & Republican canvasser in 1879. He wrote:;3?

Owing to diffisulties experienced in ob-

teining s conveyance, 1 falleda to keep an ap-
in the 7th Ward (Kasdilson Parish), but

started out early Monday morning for Tallulah
in a 3pring wagon drswn by a mle and plloted
by Hon. Wm. Murrell. VWe arrived there about 2
o'¢clock and found that twe places had bemn
denignated for the meeting ana owing to the con-
fusicn arising therefrom concluded te poatpone
the meeting until evening, to the : hields planta-
tion, about 6 miles from Talluleh. When the
evening set in the weather was intensely cold,
and the vrospects for s meetiny slim indeed,
but in a comparatively short time the crowd
begsn to assemble and the wmeetins proved a

success. Tussday moraning, having been delayed

30 7yier to Shermen, November 1. 6, 1879, Shermsn
Papers.

31 yeex %Mm, November &, 18793 quoting
Baton Rouys .

32 Ipid., November 35, 1879.
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not hold out. VWedneaday morning dawned upon

usS dark and gloomy with a drizzling rain, but
nothing daunted thereby we set cut on owr return
to Delta, which we reached about 9 o'slock at
night wet, cold, and hungry. As we plodded ocur
way along the muddy and cheerless road, surrounded
after nightfall with s derkness so thick that we
not see our hands defore us, and compslled
trust to our faithful mule to keep us in the
s 1 wondered 1if our friends in the city had
idea of the hardships Imposed in & canvass
ia North iouisiana.

Regro campaigners wers not allowed to hold meetings
in some places. XKennedy, the candidate for secretary of
state, went to Waterproof to speak on the invitation of the
¢olored Republicans. He found white nen at the meeting
pisce who were detsrmined to bdreak up any Republican rally
in that part of the parish. 7The mayor refused to disperse
them or allow Kennedy to spesk.3>

Republicans in the North were interested in the fight
of the loulsiana Republicans. The Christian Recorder of
Milsdelphia suggested:

Tt A Ay

by Conkling on the future of the nation would help

nightily to restore Louisiana to its rightful
position as & Repudlican state. And the state 1s
worth mﬁ‘ e o o Upon 1t largely turned the
president omgion of 1876. The samd may be
the case inm 1880.

ik

i

33 mi4.
34 Ibid., Novemder 22, 1879 qwoumphrmtim Resorder.
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None of the big party chiefs osme to speak in Louisiane
but John H. Beadle snd Howard Carroll of Indiana and
Stewart L. woodford of New York did come down to stump for
the Republican ceuse.>”

There were complaints smong Republicans that every
ond was not doing his share of campaligning. Beattie and
a few others were bearing the brunt of it. The federsl
office holders were ss8id to be remiss in this duty, decsuse
they 414 not want Besttie to win. “They neither make nor
permit any real effort in that direction."30

Wbatever offort the Republicans exsrted in the
campeign was in vain. The vote was 74,008 for wiltz end
32,555 for Beattie. Only 13 parishes went Republican. All
of the parishes north of Red River with the exception of Esst
Carrell were lost.>! The party elected five senators
{four Regroes) end nineteen representatives (twelve Negroes)
to the new legislature.3®

The Republicans claiwmed that the election was a
faree. Pinshhask said philosophically,

If robbed we have been, and if rcobhed we
must be, we arz pleased to know that we have

35 1pb1d., November 29; December 6, 1379.

36 4. E. Horne to Fresident (Hayes), November 10,
1879; Hayes Papers.

37 gee Appemaix D.
38 gee Appendixes B, P.
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been completely stripped by the highwaymen,

who under the gulse of law and party have

virtually toeld the Repudblicans of this

state that vote as so0lidly and freely as

they may, it's the same in the result as

if they had by those votes intended to pass

an opinion on t§§ despotlic government of the

Czar of Russia.

Thus ended the first real contest between the Republican
snd Democratic perties since 1877. It set the pattern for
future battles through the campaign of 1888.

Prior to the national elections of 1880 the Louls-
iana Republicans divided intc a Stalwart or anti-Custom
House faction and a Half-Breed or Custom House faction.
This diviaion continued after the elections. Both factions
had their state central committees. Beattie was the chair-
men of the anti-Custom House group and A. S. Badger was
chairman of the Custom House faction.

The Beattie group would have liked to cooperate
with the anti-Bourbon Democrats and therefore were very
mash interested in the independent political movement in
Virginia headed by William Mahone. This Read juster move-
ment was dedicated to reducing the state debt and to un-
ssating the Bourbon oligerchy with the aid of Virginia
ltpublieans.4° While the movement was in its incubation

stage the Beattie committee passed resolutions praising

39 weekly Iouisienien, December 6, 1879.

: %0 prencis B. Simkine, The South Old and New (New
York‘ 19”8)1 235'
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Mahone :nd cslled upen the nationsl administrstion to help
h“'u They also urged the Virginia Republicans te aupport
the Readjusters in order to secure a feir voite and an honest
eount in the elections. When Virginia was "liberated” from
Bsurdon Democracy the rest of the South would follow suit
and the Solid South would be broken. Believing this, it
was no wender that the Mahone victory was acclaimed by
Loulsiena's fusionist Republiesns.'?

When an "independent” movement did develop among
Iouisiana Denocrats led by Congressman E. John Ellis, the
mttu committee became quite active and issuzd a call to
all parishes and wards to begin refurbishing the machinery
fer the eweuidnal elections of 1882.43 However, there
were soveral obstacles in the way of an sgreement hetween
Louisiana Republicans and the Independents. The fusionist
Republicans wanted to be the leaders in the movement and
et the Independents be the followers. Omne faction of the
party refused to have anything to do with the mwemnt.u
A lnpabnegm observer stated that the time was not ripe

fer such a movement in Loulsiana and that there was no man

%1 weekly Louisianian, July 2, 1881.
%2 1p14., August 6, September 17, November 12, 1881.

43 1p1d., January 7, 14, March 11, 18882.
M nido, HMh 11} 18820
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in the state "to make a Mahone.®” Ay union of dlsaffected

Pomocrats with Republiosns would be most unstable.’d

The issus was still not settled when the party be-
S8R preparing for the state elections of 1884, Should they
ks common cause with the Independents or put out "pure”
Repudlican tickets for all the offises? The Natchlioches
Farish Ezxecutive Committee wrestled with the prodlsm from
Gatober, 1883 through April, 1884. Since beth points of
visw wers sbout evenly supported in the committee, the finsl
ésoision wes to let the elsction go by default. They weuld
st put up any parish candidates or make mny @mitmmsi%

The atate convention met in March, 188%. The anti-
fusionists were in the majority and elected Kellogg &s
pormanent cheirmmn of the meeting. Kellogg stressed the
’dlt that & full slate of officers ahould be nominated and
ey should make 5o agreemsats with the Independents even
though it was certain that the ticlket would be counted out
et the polls. The party should elect 23 many legislators
a8 possible who would cooperate with the Democratic msjority
in pasaing laws to protect the civil rights of both whites
and blscks; to ensure educstion for a&ll children; to preserve
lan end order; and to invite immigration and capltal to the

85 Jemes B. Richardson to J. M. Currie, August 1,

56 Minute Book of the Repubdlican Farish Executive Com-
mittee of Hatchitoches Farish, Minutes for April 8, 1884,

Breda rapers.
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state. V7

The sbove point of view was not shared by David
Young, & Negro delegate from Concordia. He believed the
party should endorse the Demooratic state ticket sad not
waste time, money, and emergy on & futile campaign. He
sald the enly reason why men consented to run on & Repul-
1ican ticket was t0 lay clasims to the patronsge and
aetisnal recognition as secuthern "martyrs” to ceuse of
Repedlicanisa.td

T™he sntifusionlits won the day. The convention
voted te nouinate a siate for the exscutive offises of the
state and to allow the parish and district coamittees to
decide the lssue for themselves on that level. In the
subsequent election “unification” tickets were sommen in
the parishes.’? e Repuniican ticket of 188% wes snother
*somtiliation” ene. The nomimee for governor was Joha A.
Stevenson, Iderville, a stesmboat agent, sugar planter,
end & protectionist.” William Burwell, candidate for
1isutenant-governer, was & journallist and seoretary of the
New Orissns Chamber of Commerce. He wrote protestionist

A7 pajiy Pilecayune, Merch 7, 1884,
¥ nyig.

%9 mid., April 28, 1884.

50 jew York Tribune, Narch 7, 1884.
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articles for the New Orlesns press.”l "he colored men
on the ticket was Frank W. Liggina, of St. Mary, candidate
fer secretary of state. Hs was the editor of the St. Hary
Herald and a suger planter. Liggins wes also the originator
and president ef the Colored Men's Sugsr Convention which
bad been held in New Orleans in February to discuss the
m&mmw.ﬁ The other nominees wers:
Claudius Rayo, auditor; 3. F. FPlanders, superintendent
of edusation; and A. Duperrisr, state treasurer. The Re-
publissns endorsed J. M. stene, the Demceratic candidate
fer sttorney-gensral, bescauseé he wae a conservative
Damoerat. Since this ticket could offer them no competition,
‘the Demoersts praised it as a very good one.”>

™he only issue the Republicans might have exploited
in the campaign was denied them becauss the loulsiens Demo-
eTats were on the same side as they were. Since the enact-
me-m tariff of 1883, which was & victory for the
protectionists, attempts had been made by some Démocrats
to smend it. These attacks on the tariff worried the louls-
iana sugar planters becsuse they wanted sugar to remein on
the protscted list. A sugar planter's comvention met in

53 Ibid.
52 Ibid., MH ?“ﬂm’ March 11, 1884 .
53 paily Picayune, Merch 11, 188%.
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marlwmmwummtwmtmw the
$ariff on sugar.” Most of the men in attendance were
Pemoerats. The Pioayune expressed their views when it
stated that louisiane would not allow herself to be saori-
ficed by the “pseudo-national Democrsoy” on the sugar
sariff issue.””

He issues, coleriess candidates, "unification” on
the pariah 1svel, plus the fast that it was a Demooratic
year resulted in Stevenson polling 43,520 votes. Samuel D.
RcEnery, the Democratic candidate, received 88,794%. The
Espudlicans c¢arried seventeen parishes. They also slected
five senators and twelve repressntatives to the atate
lsgislature. The Republican atrength in the legislature
had been reduced by seven.>®

ihen the Demoorets took over the Federal government,
the Republicans in lLoulsians were stripped of the Federal
patronags in the state. In order to isep in politics many
Republicans had to decome fusionists, independents, or
unificstionists, at least, on the parish end disirict level.
In 1886 some Repudblican leaders supported the Democratic
eandidates for Congress. The Weekly Pelican, the only Re-
publicen newapaper in New Orleans, campaigned ageinst this

5% Ibid., Mareh 13, 1884.
55 1sia.
56 see Appendixes D, E, F.
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trend and urgeq that the perty be purified and purged of
these defentist and collsborationist elements. Its casti-~
gatlon of four prominent Negroes in the third congressional
district was instrumental in their being temporarily &xpelledx
from the party.57 |

{

These four immaculates, these four negroes,
these four would be leaders of the Republican
party, acting from no conscientious metives or
serupleas, threw gratitude to the Republican
party to the four winds, and went inte the Con-
gressional campaign for boodle and pelf.

Allain, a hypoeritical renegede, claiming
to be a leeder of the Republicen psrty and & rep-
resentative colored man, after sccepting from the
Republican comaittee what money he claimed he was
"out by the nomination of Davidaon, canvassed his
parish fer Gay.

Davidson, a bloated ass, claiming all that
Allain claims, after declining the Republican
nomination, accepted expense money from the Re-
publican committee; but his ward, hitherto largely
Republican gave the biggest majority of any ward
in Iberville parish against the Republlcans.

Posey, & tough saint from St. Mary Parish,
after soliciting and receiving money from the Repub-
liecan committee, accepted $50 or more from the
Demacracy to work in his ward tiskets with the name
of Davidson thereon, thereby helping to defeat the
Republican cendidate.

Roxborough, & young eprig of the lew . . .
stands charzed by certain prominent Republicans
of Iberville parieh with having sold the Derrall
ticlkets which were entrusted to him %o CGay or his
henchmen. Not oaly this; he received $275 or
more, the lsset hundred on the morning of the elec-
tion, from the Republican committee. He obtained
this money to cover the expense of distributing
the ticketaz. He gold the tickets and kept the
moeney.

The bells have tolled. . . . They Mus!t{ Go.
When Republicanism is victorious in Doth staté and
nation next yesar . . . these will be recorded as
"dropped by the wayside; choked to death on Demo-
cratic crow.”

5T mew Orleans Weekly Pelican, April 9, 1887, Mey 28,

1887.
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Simllsr purges tock plage in the second and Pifth oon-
gressgonal districts.5d

By the latter part of 1887, there were two central
committees. Each claimed $o be the "regular‘ Republican
party. Henry C. Minmor, s suger planter, was chalrmen of
obe somittes uhich represented planters, business men
and forme: Democrats who had aupported Blaine in 1884, The
other coammittee was headed by A. 5. Badger, former Collec-
tor of the Fort, and was the committee chosen by the state
sonvention of 1380. SHoth these commitiees had their sup-
porters in the districts and parishes.>?d

In oxder to preasnt 2 unified froat for the state
slections of 1588, the two factions fused in October of
1887. A new gcentral commitiee was chosen with representa-
tives of both factions on it and & 28ll issued for a utate
aominating convention to meet in January, 1888. A sub-
comsittee was appointed to harmonize the differences in
every parish where there were dual committees."C

™he January, 1888 convention of the party named
Philip F. Herwig as permanent chairman of the state central
committee. Herwig was & rich man and a atockholder in the

53 114., april 16, 1887.
59 Inid., Septesber 24; October 1, 1887.
60 1n18., October 29, 1887.
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ig s man whom no one cares to atiack or

wat Wetmoth so o candideve s o ie o’

SxoTting and. doverving oh Dopostiion ChTHs

the lsst degree bitter end unrelenting.®3

The Republicens had several ressons for believing
that they had a good chance of success in 1888. One was
that the Repudblicsn national committee was Interested in
the loulsiana contest. Warmoth was informed that his
nomination gave great satisfaction in the North and that
if he was elected it would be “heralded as the first glimpse
of political sunlight in the south since 1876."°" Rion
Republicans in the North were asked to contribute to War-
moth's campalign m.ﬁf* Another reason for the optimisam
of the party was that Warmoth had secured & pledge from
Governor NeEnery that the election would de fair and the
count honest. For the firet time since 1876 the lesders
felt that the suffreges of the psrty members would be
counted as cast. This pledze had bdeen given by the governor
because he had not secured the nomination of the Democrats
sad was not on good terms with his successful rival F. T.

Kiecholls. This division in the enemy reniks wes also an

63 Daily Picayune, February 8, 1888.

6% Green R. Raum to Warmoth, Fedruary 4, lots, war-
moth Collection.

65 14. to 18., Pebruary 20, 1888, Warmoth Collec-
tion.



encouraging davelopment £or the Republicens.5®

In the course of the eampalgn, the Democratioc
breach was closed and the McEnery pledge was resclndsd.
Ia fect, ¥oEnery set the tome of the campalgn %y playing
up the color ilzsue and the threat of "Africanization.”®
Harmeth had sought to avold this. When he ascepted the
aominstion he sald that he did not want to de 2lected by
esolored votes. Ee sdvised the Kegroes to vote for whate
ever party they pleased or felt they could do them the
mst g00d.57 While stumping north Louisiena, MeEnery made
iafismmatory speeches on the coloxr isane. In shreveport,
e warned his audience:

If you permit the Negroea {o organize,
you will have to break it by power. . . o«
Before 1 will zee asuch another state of af- b
fairs I will wrap the state in Revolution ‘i
Te is time we shall say that the law shail
It we § 8. B
& ST16nE and uphold our Iiberty at ol —

-

NoEnery was msking his speeches in the northern part of the
state, but rece relations were bad in the southern part slse.

66 ¢. 3. Darrall to dherman, Pebruary 20, 1888,

Harch 1888, Sherman Papers; Kel to Jjarmoth, February
22, » Warmoth Collsction i wyune, March 19,
3 New York Tribune, Apﬂi thibodaux Sentinel,

April 21, 1888, January 9, 1892
67 pally Pfcaxum, February 8, 1833,

- 68 yarmoth Adéress to the Feople of Iouisians,
lig%l 13, 1888, sherman Fapers; New York Tribune, April 16,




The latter situstion was breught sbout by the strike ef
e sugar workera, most of them Negross, in Novewber, 1887.
The Knights of labor had organized many of the field and
SUgAr house employees and had set minimum wages for the
1887-88 grinding season. Most planters refused to sgree
to the wnion wsge soale and a strike of the workers took
plage Just at the beginning of the harvesting season. The
plaatere of ithe suger diastrict appealed to Governor McEnery
to send state troops Iinto the area to protect property and
maintain law and order. The Governor complied with the
- poguest and clashes took place between the astrilers and
the troops. In Houme and Thibodaux the plsnters hired men
$¢ drive the Hegro refugees out of the houses which had
been rented for them by the union. The strike was broken.®?
T™he effect of this labor uphesval was to disturb race rela-
tione in one of the aress of the atate where they had been
falrly good and to make even Republican planters tend to
11lywhiteisa. |

After the state administration feotion of the
Pemocracy came to terams witkh the Nichoslls factlion, all the
meana at the Governor's diaposal wers used to enaure &
Pemocratic victory. Independen? Demdcrats who had
Republican support in loocal contests were asked to withdraw

69 yeekly Pelisem, Moveaber 5, 19, 26, 1887.
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fron the rece in faver of the reguler Demosrat. They were
teld that independency meent the pessibility of the re-
storation of Hegro rule. Two-thirds of the parishes had
no Repudblican commissiovers at the polls. Demvoeratic
sommisaioners were told that the number of delegates &
parish would be aliotted in future Demvcratic state con-
ventions would de determined on the numbder of votes that
parish cest for Nicholls.7©

Warmoth got 51,993 votes--the highest number polled
¥y & Republican since 1876. Ten parishes were counted Re- |
publican. The party delegation in the state legislature
semaisted of feur Negro senators and twelve representatives
of whom eleven were Hegroes.!l |

Eepublican Jessders to s man claimed that Warmoth
had been counted out. They poured their complaintes inte
the aympathetic ears of Shermen and Chandler. The Iouls-
isne man wanted them to aponsor e senatorial inveatigation
of the election because the state legislature slected in
1888 had to elect two United States senators.'-

70 yarmoth to Chandler, July 16, 1888, Chandler
Papers; C. B. Darrall to Shermen, March 31, 1588, Sherman
Papers ..

T1 s5ee Appendixes G, D, E, F.

T2 Fnilip F. HBerwig to Sherman April 23, 1888,
Andrew Hero to sherman, April 24, 1888; Richerdson to herman,
April 24, 1888; W. B. NMerchant to Sherman, April 24, 1838,
Sherman Fspers.
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Chandler was in faver of such sn investigation and also
wanted to invoke the punitive clause of the fourtesnth
saanduent. He wrots Marmoth;

Southern Republicane ought not te be ex-
pected to vote any wore until the nation does
something to protect them. . . . If the North
submits $o0 having the Negroes made the basis
for thirty-eight Congresasen and &3 meny eles-
toral votes while no Negre nor white Repudlican
&t the South can vote or have his vote counted

then are d» . and ] than
by umg;mr??!mﬂa doughtaces

Joha J. Ingalls said that the Northern people were getting
tired of the "rescality” of ths Democratic party in the
South. If such methods as had been practiced in the
Iouisisna elestion prevalled, “"we might as well live in
Russis or Turkey." T4

The Repudblican national committee thought that
Jarmoth's defeat could be used for party advantage in the
presidential campaign. The defeated candidate was urged
e g0 Nerth to parsde his wounds in the doubtful states.’>
Chandlesr ssioed for evidence of Democratic duplisity and
sulldosing for "bloody shirt” sgpeeches in the cempaign and
in the Senste. He was seat all he needsd.’® By letter ana
affidsvit be was informed that two colered candidates for

73 Chendler to Warmoth, April 23, 1883, Warmoth
Collection.

™ John J. Ingells to wWarmoth, May 16, 1888, Warmoth
Collection.

75 ¢. 5. Clarkson to Warmoth, August 20, 1888, ¥ar-
moth Colleotion.

76 gee volume 77, Cheandler Pepers, passim.
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the legislature from Nadisen perish had been driven from
thelir homes; that & brother of Ssmator-elest Gibsen of
Iouisiana was the leader of & band of night riders who had
terrerized the Negroes in Terrebonns parish. The gory story
of how William Adams was shot down in the stree:i in Honroe,
rosovered from his wounds,was decoyed into the court house
where his throat was cut and his dody dispesed of in the
Ouachiista River was related. EHe was told how the polling
place for the third ward of Ibveria Parish was located
asvess Bayou Teche away from the center of population and
thal the ferryman refused to take Bepublican voters across.l !
Howsver, all the protests and evidence wers in vain. The
nstional victory of the Repudblican party in 1838 helped

" %o msie the Loulsians state election s dead issue.

Afte® Benjamin Harrison's slection, lLoulsians
Republicans were too busy trying to get thes federal patron-
age to werry about Warmoth's defeat. In the fight for
recogaition by the adminiatration, the Loulslana party
anity disintegrated into varioua splinter groups. After a
long and bitter battle, Wearmoth was appointed Collector of
- 49 Port and recognized as the official representative of
the Barrison sdministration in the atate.

77 4.



In 1890 the Loussisna Lottery became the parsme
political iassue in the state. Between 188C and 1889, the
Lottery had to right several legislative attenpts to curtail
1ts astivities or to establish competing companies. To
survive the company had to play politics. The result wes
that the Demscratic perty became divided on thes lottery
$asue. Those opposad to it aald It was the chief source
of political corruption in the state. Every year the op-
positisn became astronger. In 1890, John Morris, the chiefl
steckholder in the company, made the state an sstounding
offer. Instead of the $40,000 annusl license fee the company
was paying according to the Comstituticn, he offered to pay
the state $1,250,000 psr yesr for twenty-five years, in re-
tura for the privilege of running & lott;erya?a A speclal
scomittee of the legislature was formed to study the offer.
The majority report urged the legislature to accept.'® After
long debate the lawmakers declded to refer the matter to
the people in the form of an smendment to the Constitution
to be voted on in the election of 1892.80

The mx\:mury league was orgasnized by the anti-
lottery Demccrats to fight the adopticon of the amendment

78 Aiwes, "The Iouisiana State Lottery,” loc. cit.,
1033-34.

79 m14.
80 mi14., 1029-1052.
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and any atiampt o recharter the company ofter itas charter
expired in 1895. The Rarrison administration wes backing
.eemgressional legislation to prevent lotteries from using
 the malls, and since Warmoth was administration apokesman

in the ststs, his factiom became anti-lottery. The
Kellogg-Herwlg, snti-Harrison faction was pro-lottery. All
this created a very confusing peolitical picture and a com-
plex pelitical nomenclature. %The St. landry Clsrion com-
mented:

Besides Democrais end Republicans there
are anti-lottery Demoorats and anti-lottery
Repudblicane (o few of them), Farmes’s Union
Democrats and Farmer's inion Republicans,
Parmer's Union anti-lottery Democrais and
Fermar's Unlon lottery Demosrats ( & few of
them), and the most ouricus pelitical yhommmn
i3, there are soms anti-nigger Republicans.“

In the state elections of 1892, both parties had two

‘tiskets in the fisld. In December, 1891, the pro-lottery

" Democrats had nominated McEnery to head their tisket and

" the sati-lottery Demoorats had chosen Murphy J. Fester.

Both candidates claimed to be the party nominee and calied
eagh other & bolter and a traltor. The perty leaders got
together and decided upon & novel method to solve the prob-
lem. On March 22, 1892 the white Democratic votera were to

g0 to the polls end choose the ticket to be supported in

——

81 Quoted in James S. Penny, "The Feople's Party
Press the iouisiane Political Upheaval of the Eighteen
Einsties.” (M. A. Thesis, Louislans State University, 1942},
28.
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the general slection im April. This had never been dond
before In Loulsiana. Delegates to souveniloas and not the
voters had chosen the party mominees heretofors. The vote
was to be annownwed by a bi-factlonsl returning ﬁmﬂe%
Iouislana’s first white primsry was held and the returning
bosrd deslared Foster the nominee. The MgEnery fastion
refused to abide by the decision and lept 1@ ticket in
the rie1a.83

This division in the Democratic ranks wss a golden
eppertunity for a unified Republican party to recapture the
state, dut the spirit of factlon was too sirong and the
Fift could not be closed. At the state convantion in
January, 1392, there were delegates from doth factions but
the Kellogg-Herwig combine were in the msjority. The con-
vention noxinated a ticket headad by Albert H. lsonard of
) Caddo, adopted a pro-lottery platform, and elected a new
state committee with Thomss A, Cage, & pro-lottery Negro
senater, as chairmen.

82 hidodaux Sentinel, Fedbruary 27, 1852,
83 1y14., April 9, 1332.

84 Brosadside ealling for State Convention (n.p.,
B8.4.), Varmoth Collsction, Thibodaux Sentinel, April 27,
1892. The other g‘uum:a moz;n, D“Wi oL m;; 2"“3“2‘;’}”"
Goverpor; John Yolist, Attornsy-General; Char +« Fontliey,
mw;’c. B. Dmuil, Tressurer; L. A. Murtinet (N), Super-
intendent of Education; T. Voisin (R), Secretery of
State.
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The anti-lottery Republicans refused to support the
ticket nominated at the January convention. PThey held a
convention of their own in February. The Harrison sdmin-
istratlion had sdvised them to support the chter'farcea;BS
but they ignered the advice amd nominated & ticket headed
by John E. Breaux.5® an anti-lottery platform was adopted
and a state central committee with A. S. Badger as chairmen
was selected.

In the meantime, the main issue of the campaign
disappeared. On Pebrusry 1, 1892, the Supreme Court of
the United States upheld the constitutionality of the anti-
lottery postal law. 7This meant that the Lottery could ne
lenger eperate on 2 natlion-wide scale and that its revenue would
be drastically curtailed. Morris announced that hie offer to
the state was withdrawn and the amendment should be de-
teated.87 That this announcement did not cause a recon-
eiliation in either party indicated that factional differences

were more fundamental than the lottery issue.

85 1. o. Michener to Warmeth, December 29, 1891,
Warmoth Collection.

86 New York Tribune, February 19, 1892; Thibodsux
Sentinel, February 24, 1802. The other nominees were:-
) 8 C. Weeks, Lieutenant-Governor; James M. Edwards,
Attorney-Generalsy Stephen R. (Gay, Auditor; James Lewls (N),
Treasurer; John E. Staes (i) Secretary of State; Edward J.
Barrett, Superintendent of Education.

87 rucile R. Caffery, "The Political Career of
Senator Donelscn Caffery,” Louisiana Historiscal Quarterly,

XXVII (194%), 789.
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The election was & disaster for the Republicans.
isonsard polled 29,459 votes and Breaux, 12,359. No Re-
publicane were elected to the state Senats and only three
to the House of Representatives. Seven parishes remained
in the Republisan eolm.&

In the period 1879-1892, the Republicans of Louis-
iana entered all political sonteats foxr state offices as
the chief opposition to the Demosrais. The party candidates
for governor polled 33 per cent of the votes cast for gover-
nor during the per1od.89 However, the number of Republicsn
parishes and legislators steadlily declined. After the
dlsaster of 1892, the party was forced to acquire allies
te continue the fight.

83 See Appendixes C, D, E, F.
89 gee Appendix ¢.



CHAPTER YV
FEDERAL PATROKAGE AND EIECTIONS
1879-1892

louisiana Republicans played a role in national
polities 2y participating in nationsl nominating con-
vantions of the party, putting up candidates in the con-
gressional elsctions, conducting csmpsaigns for the party
Atminses in presidential canvassea, and by sontrolling
the federsl patronege in the state for ell but eight
yoars betwesn 1877 and 1900.

™he spoils system waes entrenched in the state as
well a8 in the nstion &t large. Petronage wes & life-
giving foroe in pelitics. Besides the poatmasterships
snd the positions in the federal judicial system of the

state, louisians Repubdlican lesders dispensed the patron-
-mxﬁ.emte.mvmormaft&wmum'amjw
paxrts, of the brench of the United Ztates Mint at New
orieans, and of the dburesu of internal revenus. 7The hesd-
guarters for all federsl activities, except the Mint, was
the Custom House on Canal Street, New Orlesns. Who ruled in
the "Granite Pile” ruled ths party. This fest influenced
the acticns and attitudes of every Republican leader in
the state. It was the chief cause of the factionslism
93
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which divided the party after 1877. .

Ex-President Orent and John Sherman, the jesoretary
of the Treasury, were two lesding eontenders for the Re-
publican nomination for president in 1880. Both had their
supporters actively working in locuisisns in 1879 to secure
a pledged delegation to the naticnal party convention.
Shersan's chief lisutenant in lLoulsianas was John Tyler, Jr.
of Virginis, whom the Secretary had appointed as asajstent
te the Special Agent of the Treasury in Hew Orlesans. Tyler
was & faithful reporter and his sarrespondence with Sherman
reveals the state of Louisisna Republican politics in 1879-
1880.

After a preliminary investigastion of the state
situation, Tyler advised hin chief that the Custom House
was controlled by Kellogs and was pro-Grent.’ In a few
weeks, Tyler evolved a plan which he belisved would guarantee
& Shermen delegstion in the national convention. Pirst, the
Seerstary should remove all the top Treasury officlals in
louistiana from office and replage them with native white
Republicanas. With this lesdership the party would not only
be pro-Shersan but would also attract anti-Bowrbon Demo-
erats to its renks. The sttainment of the latter goal was

1 Tyler to Sherman, May 27, 1879, Sherman Papers.
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impossible as long as the recognized party leaders were
carpetbeggers and Negroes. KEe suggestsd that J. R, G.
Fitkin, former United States Marshal, b2 recognized as
the head of the party and that Tom Ancderaon, of the Re-
turning Board; Rodert 0. Hebert, candidate for Congress
in the third distriet im 1878; and James R. Richerdseon, a
pelitical commntator on ILoulsisna affairs {for the
rorthern press be mede his chief lisutenents.? Pitkin pro-
duoed & plan entitled “cmm“stm looking to & Repub-
licsn victeory in Isulsisne in 1880" which was transmitted
$o cherman. Under Pitkin’s lsedership a2 Republican-
conasrvative Demooratic slliance was envisaged to guarantee
s free elestion and a fair ceunt. No plams could materislize,
however, unless the petronage was controlled by Pitkin and
his lieutenants.’ Shermon ignored the advice of Tyler and
Pitkin and ne changes wore made among the 2ff1ice holders.
It was believed that Sherman 4did not dare act because if he
removed the loulslana offiscisls he would of;'tnd Kellogg; and
Kellegg was the suppoded custodian of "dark sesrets” in con-
nection with the election of 1876 which made Sherman and
Hayes bow to his wishes in louislana affairs. Sherman's in-
astivity offended Tyler to such a degree that he went bdeock
to Yirginia and Pitikkin to such a degree that he Joined the

2 14. to I4., June 14, 1879, Shermen Papers.
3 1mia.
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@rent forces.

Sherman appeinted feorge C. Tichenor as Special
Tressury Agent in New Orlsans to take care of the Secre-
tary's interesta. Tichenor reported that he had never been

S0 Little regard poid Go truth, Priboipie and .

hongdaly, nor where there was 80 much iatrigue,

double dealing, end dishonesty generally. Jeal-

:r;; mx sbd deciet /8ic/ seem to swell in
In his interviews with verious leaders each sought to de-
fame the others, by such remarks az "Shun E. . ., he 1s
Kellogs's echief thief and has & negro wife."” He also
reached the conclusion thst the Loulsisns appointments
had been unfortunate foxr the sSherman csuse but belleved
he could produce s Sherman delegation if "given the proper
1stitude. S

m hed to fece some tough competition. Grant
clubs had been formed in New Orleans as early ss June, 1879.
Graant wes better known than Sherman and was & great hero
to the Negroes. Pinchback stated that Grent's name was &
"1living reality to the black msssee."” Ostracism, threats,
violence and wurder, sald this Negro leader, would not pre-
vent them from casting their votes for Orant.! The

% george C. Tichenor to _hermen, December 14, 1870,
Shermen Papers.

5 Imia.
6 ypia.
7 Weekly lLoulsisnien, February 28, 1880.
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Colored Men's Protestive Unien, to which all Kegro Repub-
lican lcaders belomged, was in the vanguard of the Grant
“"’8 Taylor Beattie, the Republican candidate for
governor in 1879, and hia followers were also supporting
Grant.

The Federal office holders were in & quandary.
‘Ihey Tealixed that Grunt was the favorite of the wajority
of the pariy in the state but they did not want to offend
the Seorstary of the Treasury by openly supporting his
rivel. They adopted the pose of being officially non-
cammittal. In 2 meeting of the state centrsl comsittee
held in Narch, 1380, to lssue a call for & stste convention
te name the delegates to the national convention, they suc
cesafully blocked a move by the Grant forces to have the
committee go on record sz Grant auppoz'tmﬁ
A month defore the state convention met, Gra

visited New Orieans on the imvitation of his follewers 1in
Louisisna. His visit coreated a grest deal of enthusiasm
smong Republicans and crowds witnessed his arrival and pro-
gress down Cenal Street. However, the Weekly louisianian
complained of the |

o o o« COnsplcuous lack of bunting . . « the
notable ebaence of fashion, beauty, and culture

8 Ibid., Jeauary 31, 1880.
9 1pid., Mareh 20, 27, 1880.
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‘Tespective groups. The committee ruled that the Besttle
ST0up were dolters and that the Warmoth delegation was the
legitimate one.l®
When the balleting began it was revealed that eight
msmbers of the delegation were Grant men. These sight cast
thelir vote for the ex-rresident on all thirty-six dballote.
isuisiana gave Shermen only six votes. Eight Louisians
delegates jJoined the Gerfield bandwagen. !
e defection of the delegation disgusted Tishenor.
Kellogg waa to dlame: |
Ee bulldezed the entire delegation with the
idea that his case /Spofford was still conteating
Kellogg's seat in the Senste/ would bde endangered
if he antagoniszed Conkling, Cameron, and logan.
His infersal case has been the cause for the de-
morselization of the Custom House for two years.
e s .mmtnmm.thmdwlmny 8
of & loulsiana peliticisn of the Kellogg School.d
GaxTield's noxination wes a disappointment o
Louisisana Republicans, especially the Grant Stalwarts. With
Grant as the candidate, they believed they could have re-
turned louisiana to the Republican column. Pinchback atated
that some resident whites hed confided in him before the

conveontion thet if Grant were nominated they would bolt the

16 W of the Republican Hational Convention
{Chicego, » -

17 1ps4., 3198-271.

18 piohenor to Lherman, June 13, 18380, Sherman
Papers.
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Pemosratic party and vote for him, but no other Republicantd
e Negro voters hed never heard of Garfield sad ssked who
"earfish” was.?C However, the Repudlican leaders were de-
termined not to let the elestion go by defsult. The parish
eomnittees were ordered to ovganize ward clubs and put up
a spirited campatgn.2l

The Beattie Comuittee which had not been recognized
& Chlcsge put out & Garfield ticlket of its own. The
m eloctors were busines: men and planters identified
with the atate "for the last 30 or 30 yesrs.® There were
feur whites and four megross on the ticket.?? ais astion
uas takan to demsnatrate to Garfield that the holters were
behind him, and if he won, they could claim a share of the
patrenage. However, before the campaign was over the feas-
tions _mew an agresmaent and put out a Joint slesctoral
Sisket on which three out of the eight electors were Beattie
Coumtittes .aozs

The Repudblican slectors polled 38,628 votes and
' seventeen parishes returned Garfield majorities. The Repub-
1icans also elected Cheater B. Darrall to Congress from the

19 louisianien, Juns 19, 1880, quoting a Pimch-
back interv The St. louis Post Dispatch.

20 yeekly loutsisnisn, June 19, 1880.

21 1544., Den A Fardee to J. C. Breds, September 14,
1880, Breda rapers.

22 New Orleans Times, October 2, 1880.
23 mvid., Octoder 12, 13, 1880.
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third distrist, 2t

After the elestion of Gerfield, the Dumont and
Besattie committees esumed their separate identities. The
Beattis faction clamored for a redistribution of the patron-
age 85 the enly way to heel the party breach.>? garfield
was assaasinsted bafore any changes could be made. When
Arthur bscame PFresident, the Stalwart Beatiie committes be-
lisved its patronage clailas would be honored because Arthur
had been & staunch Stalwart. The faction desclared that
1t wvas the Besttie group which had elecsted Darrall %o Con-
gress eid that the only votes the Dumont somxittee could
count en were those of ihe federal offiseholders.’®

Arthuar dissppeinted his friends and surprised his
sasaiss. BHis louisians appointments were made from both
fastions. Pinchback was appointad Surveyor of the Port;
Pumtat replaced James lawis, a Stalwart, as Naval Officer
of the Port; Beattie had applied for the position of Director
of the Mint but Arthur sppointed M. V. Davis. Pitkin wan
named United States Marshel.?’ These appointments only

2% see Appenaixes @, H, I.

25 yeekly Louisisnisn, June 11, 18, 1831.
26 1p1d., September 17, October 22, 1831.
27 mpid., Jamuary 7, Pebruary 11, 18, 1882.
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widensd the dreach detween the factions. Both groups had
supparters in the congressional districts with the result
that irn the elections of 1882 there were two Republican
sandidates for Congress in thﬂ second, thivd, snd sixth
¢1atriots.®® In the thaird atstrict, Kellogg snd Beattie
were opposed by the Democrat J. K. Acklen. Kellegg was
e only Republicen sandidate to be elected. Warmoth claim-
o8 he owed Ris sucoess to an “arrangement made with
Asklen.®® another faster contributing to Kellogg's election
was that he had the full support of the Custom Bouse while
. the other csudidates G014 mot. Those entrenched in the
federal offises 414 not want too many Republican congress-
men . frem Louisiana with whom they would have to share the
patronags.3?

The nationel Repudlican convention of 1884 was held
in Chicago. The Ioulsianas delegation was made up of federsal
office holders with Congressmen Kellogs as chief éelegate. .
Faen Arthur was nominated, Pinochback made one of the secending

Pl

28 see Appendix I.

29 ¥Warmoth to Chandler, October 16, 1882, Chandler
Papers.

30 ;. A. Hubbell to Pitkin, October 18, 1882, Chand-
lsr Papers. ‘

32 rreceed of the Eighth Republicsn National Con-
yoution Heid 3% SHISkge, [iiesit, Jum 3. 3 5, a0 6, 100K
» » .

1Chieago, 195%)
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speeckes.3? on tne rirst ballot, the President received
ten Louisians votes but on the final bBallot the delegation
g0t on the Blsine bandwagon and gave the Plumed Kalght
aine votes .33

In the presidential cempalgn of 1884, Blaine and
iagan were supported by two groups of Repudblicans in louis-
fans. One faction was the officse holding group which had
sent the delegation to Chicage and the other was the old
Peattis feotien to which sont conservative business men
and sugar planters had gravitated bhecause they wers worrisd
ebout the efforts being made in Washington by Demosrats to
changs the Tariff of 1883.3% The lesder of the latter growp
wes Nsary C. Miaor, a prominent sugar plantar of Terrebonne
parish, who had not been active in polities prior to thia
oampaign.>® Bota fsctioms put out an elsctoral ticket.

he Republicans had cendidatea for Congress in the
three southern congressionsl districta. Kellogg wasz running
for re-election against stiff opposition from BEdwaerd J. Gay,
& weslthy planter with preo-tariff sympathies. J. H. Acklen

32 rn24., 119.
33 1314., 281, 162.
3» Thibodeux Sentinel, July 21, 1888.

35 paily Picsyune, August 6, 1888.



305
who hed opposed Kellogg &3 & Democrat in 1882 was ruanisg
for Congress with Republican support in the fivst dlstrict.
Rishasl Hahn, ex-senator and first free state governor of
louisiana, wes the second distrist sandidate.

The Custom Houss comcentrated its efforts on getiting
Eellegs mmm.ﬁ The employees were sent into the dis-
triet on political missions losting from fiftesn to thirty
days. They visited the gusriers and churches of the Negroes
at night ané made political speseches. They browbeat and
intinidated recaleitrant Hegroes. They urged the colorsd
women to prevent their men folk from voting Democratic.
Political meetings for the colored men sponsored by the Demo-
erets wers broken up.>! To effset this, the Demooratic
planters brought economic pressure to bear upon thelir Negro
employees to make them vote rerew.g'a They induced some
of the Regro leaders in the district to denounce Kellogz ss
& "pestilential perty leader” and stump the district for
Gay.3° The third wss the last stronghold of Republicanism
in the state end the Democrats were determined to redeem 1t.30

35 James Richardson to Chandler, September 24, 1884,
Chandler lapers.

37 ®. ¢. Blanchard, J. Ployd King, A. B. Irion, Edward
J. Gay to President (Cleveland) (n.p., n.d.) GRTD, Collector's
Applications.

——-.- 38 3. 8. Sims, B. N. Pugh to William P. Miles, October
30, 1884, Willism P. Miles Colleation, Southern Historical
Zellsetion, University of Nerth Cerolina.

39 peily Picayune, Cctober 5, 6, 1884,
40 mivodaux Sentinel, July 7, 1588.



106

Blaine snd lLogan carried seventeen psrishes.
E#llogs and Ackien were defeated but Hahn was elected.'t
In the first district, Carleton Hunt the independent cen-
didate had been supported by Warmoth.'?

Following the resturn of the Democrats to power in
Washington for the first time since the Civil Wer, louisisna
Republicans were stripped of the federal patronage in the
state and the party lesders went into a state of suspended
antmstion and cenfined their geutiﬁal-mtlvitm to the
district and parish levels.

The Republicans in the second district hopsd to
aeRd a party member to Congress in 1886 to replace Eahn
who had d18d in office. Thelir candidate wss Andraw Hero,
Jr. & Now Orissns Notary Public, an officer in the Washing-
ten Artiliery, and s man of wide connections in the city.
The Eew Orlsans m attasked him a8 a political gpostate.
The uareconstructed New Orleans States sald he had leagued
himself with lsuisisna’s bitterest foes and the state had
20 politiesl reward to bestow on him.”> The Ring was too
strong and the party mnakwouctﬂm.“

31 gee Appendixes H, I.

%2 pa1ly Plcayune, November 3, 1884.

53 Pamphilet on Andrew Hero, Jr. in GRTD, Collectorts
Applications.

5 Weekly Pelican, December 4§, 1886.
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In the third district the Hepublicaus were divided

sqeording to race. A district nominating convention had
éesignated J. 5. Davidsen, a Negro, es the party candidate
fer Congresa. The white leaders refused te abide by the
nemination and supperted Darrall with the result that the
NHegre leaders in the district gave their support to and
campalgned for Gay. Darrall was defested.?

louisianz Republicans were anxiously awsiting the
presidentisl election year of 1388 which they hoped would be
a Repudblican year and they weould once more rule in the Custom
HBouse. All they could contribute, of course, was morel
suppert and vetes in the aominating convention. It was im-
peative that every leader be consplicuous in the convention
which would nominate the future president so that at patron-
age dispensing tims their aservices would be remembered.
Consequently, Kellogg, Herwig, Pinchback, Warmoth, Hero,
Kinor, Darrall and lLeomard were all in Chicago in June, 1883,
bullding up their national political mmrmm’t;.lv:m.‘MS John
Shermen was the favorite of the delegation.7” He polled nine
votes from louisisna on the firat seven dallots, but the

45 Ibid.; Dally Piceyune, October 18, 1886.

¥ M%s of the Ninth Re ublicaxa?gatianal bo;;;}@
vention held & o, June 19, 20, E_____I, 28, » and 25, o
880, 1688), 93

47 povert Herlsn to Sherman, February 1, 18883 C. B.
Darrall to Sherssen, February 20, lﬂéﬁ, Sherman Pajers.
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Iouisiana delegation deserted him to Join the Harrison
bandwagon on the final ballot.'8
The campaign for Harrison mﬂ. Morton was & gquiet one
in louilsisna. Herwig, chairman of the campal

palgn committee,
reported that he had sent campaign mt&ri_al to the leaders
in the state. The reports of these leaders were not en-
couraging. In north lLoulsiana the Republicans were so
terrorized that few would acgept the task of distributing
tickets at the polling plages. With the sdministration
Demecrats in control of the election machinery, Harrison
é14n't have s chance to win.'?

In spite of the pessimism of the Republisan high
command, the Demccrats were not overconfidsnt. The zugar
and rice planters were not ss enthusiestic over Cleveland
as they had been in 1884. The President had made & redus-
tien in the tariff the main issue in the campalign ami the
planters were not sure whet attitude the nationsl paxrty
would take on protection for sugar and rice. Meny of them
were wavering in their sllegiance to the Democratic party.
The Picayune sherply reminded them what thelr primary duty
&8 Democrats was.

8 Prossedings of Ninth Republicsn Natisnsl Gonven-
tion . . 2 - .

¥9 mi11p Herwig to Herrison, October 30, 1838, Ben-
Jemin Harrison Papers, Manuscripts Division, Library ol Jon-
gress. Hereafter cited ss Harrison Papers.
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The purpose of the louisiens Democrasy,

a8 of the whole Democracy of the South, is

to hold together until the Republican party

hes deen “t“rly erushed and %3%*%@64 * v s

No ons can come to the front in ILouisiana

pelitics ian support of a different policy.

» » « The Iouisians politician who hopes

temmlmu§8ammmomrmm

simply an enemy.
Fusions and unification movements with Republicans by
Mrstg simply meant the cpening wedge for the African-
ization of thg state. It was admitted that the threat of
Negre domination was more serious then the loss of & portion
of the preotection accorded sugar. This fear itept the
planters in line.>33

Harrison polled enly 30,484 votes and carried only
seven parishes.’> However, the Republicans in the second
district did elect & congressman--H. Dudley Coleman. Cole-
men was 8 native Kew Orisasnien, a Washington Artillery man,
snd the owner of foundry which made plantation machinery.
He was & "new” Republican who hed not taken an ective part
in politiecs until his campaign for Congress. With such e
background his oppoments could not attack him as a carpet-
bagger of no economic or social stending. But they could

point the finger of shame at him es a disgrace to the south.

50 pa11y Pleayune, October 16, 1883.
51 Ibid., November 4, 1888.
52 See Appendixes G, H.
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¥hat & fall frem grece in 2 gallant Com-

« te soldier who can 8¢ sosn forget the
meaory of the past as to anlist in the ranks
of a party that openly doasts 1iself the enemy
of everything Scuthern--s party. . .that would
gledly fasten on fouisisns / the sbhorred yoke
of Negro dominatiun. . . . uther Scuthern
soldiers have done ag Colemen is do end have

been in the eyes of their fell
citizens. D3 ellow

m on the theme of Africanization, the Piceyune an-
mounced that Coleman had besn nominsted by 2 eommti&a 1
wvhich was "black as night, sprinkled with a few Caucesian 1'\
l11ghts of carpetbeggism and scalawsggery.’”' also, in
the eourse of the campaign, the Pleayuns defined the issue
as "white man against black in the Second District.?>>
Ceoleman carried only one ward in New Orleans but had &
majority in the four parishes with large Negro populations.
The press ssornfully denounced the Demeocrats of the district
for allowing such a result.’®

Harrison's election meant thet the Custom House
would once egain be ocoupied by Republicans, but the prob-
1am wss, Which Republicens? Who would be recognized ss the
lsader of the party in the state and be consulted on matters
of patronage? logically, the sccolade should have fallen

53 paily Picayune, November 5, 1888.
S5k Ibid., November 6, 1888.
55 1b1d., October 30, 1886.
56 Ibid., Novemder 12, 1888.
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on Coleman as the enly Repudlican in Congress from louis-
isns. Bul Coleman wes mot of the old immer circle which
sywbolized the party in the state long befors the new
Gengressman had been s Republican. The old guerd would
not stand by and watsh Colemen garner all ths fruits ef
vigtery. Actually, Colemar was Warmoih's pawn in his
fight with Eellogg for undiasputed leadership in Isuisiena
Republican affairs. Simee 1876, Kellogg had been in
mt«:mmw in contact with the national leaders
he consulted him on matters respecting louisiana. He
rerely visited louisisna except at campaign time. Until
1688 most of the federal offices in the state wers held by
men recommended by him. During the sams perisd, Warmoth
asseocliated more and more with the conservative business
men, planters, and Hegroes in the party. It was Warmoth
who had secured Colemsn's nomination. It hsd come about
when Coleman had approached James Richardason to ask what
his chances were in securing the nomination. Richardson
teld Colemsn to see Warmoth:

He will ask nothing you may not freely
give. . - .”“hhwmmm
If you and him agree, that ensures the nom-
ination. He will send you, in all probabil-
ity to Hero. BEaving your arrangemsnts with
Gov. Warwmoth, put the campsign in Hero's
hands. He at the worst will not sell you out.
Prust no other management % matter who, or
vwheat, or you will be s0ld.

57 Richardson to Warmotih, Jenuary 4, 1389, Yarmoth
Collection.
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1dea. They sald that If the Negroes and carpetbaggers
¥ere ignored in the distribution of the patronsge there
wouldn't be enough bona fide Republicans laft to £11) the
orfices.®% Kellogg stetod that he knew from personsl ex-
perience that » Republicen party made up of sonservative
whites Southerners would aot breair the 390114 iouth. He
said:

I had William BH. Hunt made Atloraey
General of loulsiana, Judge of the United
States Court of Claims, secretary of the
Bavy, and Minister to Rusale yet he di4 not
change five votea. He could not induce even
his brother-in-isw to vete the Republican
ticket. - - o The whites » i&} stand wmr;
thats all there is to that.

Coleman, buffeted about in the mselstrom ﬁat‘, Has
Washingten, confided 2is trials and tribulations to his
political mentor:

I should have written to you long since
but--1I never befm in lite get intoe quite
suzh & stew oFf radher ‘o1l pefore--I'm in-
vited to the Dinner of tha "gridiren Clud"
next Saturday night 30th Inst--~and the broiling
there I expect will bde waram but very pleasan
¥hy dont you write me &"‘ﬁiﬂ m Some & say
whether I am doing right or . 13 toun
O e rors and besutiul w ""““‘”‘“3‘{“‘“
paper S, women & man
slone dont lnow exactly how & where to flock by
Biméelf even if possessed with more than one
foather. « « «

60 yeekly Pelicen, December 15, 1888.

61
Ibid., January 5, 1889 quoting a Kellogg inter-
view in ﬂhﬂml{hu Record.
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Minor Bsattie, Dr. Duperisur & Pearl Wight
are here with Dr. Ike Scott Gov Flanders &
Pitkin. The 4 first names attempted to read the
riot act to me relative to what they considered
wrong acts of mine, but I dent think they made
much headway. Here I think should have told
Pitkin Minor & Beéattie what I had done or been
told to do. « . .

Minor seemed to think that Hero and I were
gobdbling up everything for the 2nd. Dist. and I
am willing to prove that it is not disposition
but I expect as a matter of course & will try %o
see¢ to it that the 2nd. iz properly cared for.

Now Gov. you muat help me in this very big
Jjob and see that I make as few mistakes as possible.
I feel certain that I am strong & stand well with
the Presdt. & the Cabinet unless possibly in the
state Dept. where Minor may be strongest & where
I think Kellogg has a hold. I astonished & rather
upset the crowd Minor Héattie & Co in the state-
ment that "I would be governed more by the advice
of Gov Warmoth than any men in I&."--In fact this
caused the rumpus--but now the seat of war will
be transferred to N. 0. & if you & Pitkin cant
handle either nineg or Beattle then I stand a
peor chance. . » .02

The storm broke over Coleman's head when he recom-

mended Hereo for Collector. The old line Republicans played
up the fact that both Coleman and Hero were members of the
‘Washington Artillery--a unit that had fought to destroy the

Unien.

¥hen Coleman nominated Edward J. Kursheedt, another

memdber of the Washington Artillery, to be marahal of the
eastern district, the editor of the Weekly Pellcan asked

sarcastically:

Do you belong to that veteran Republican
organization the Washington Artillery? We nsver
knew . . . that it was the Republicans that en-
deavoured to break up the Republican government

tion.

62 colemsn to Warmoth, March 23, 1889, Warmoth Collec-
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on Septewber 1%, 187h.53

Coleman’s first recommendations outraged the old
office holders. "It is out of such milk and water no-
bodies,” exclaimed the :elican, "that H. Dudley Coleman
hopes with ihe ald of a few dollars of federal patronage
to build up & party that shall dominate the florce and
unterrified Democrscy With its shert-haired hoodiuws and
i1ts long haired shot gun guerillas, and the sturdy Repub-

lisans who have for years bravely ilmperillied their for-
' tunes and lives to maintaln what they lnew to be right.
When the gentleman from the Second District would make one
m convert by prefering such & neutral by nature as
Kursheedt he !toﬁld disguat an hundred tried and true Re-
publicans who voted for him. . .without the leest thought
ifvwmtinshin to be the boss of the party which he now
recegnizes and affilistes with for the first time,*SV

Then & ¢coolnesa arose between Coleman and Hero.
Hero wanted Coleman to recommend Jacod Hasslinger, editor of
the German Gazetie, for the post of Director of the Mint
and the Cengressman dé1d so. Warmoth had & candidate for

the sems post, Andrew Smythe, end he forced Coleman to with-
dray Hassinger's name and substituts omythe's .65 Although

©3 week1y relioan, March 30, 1889.
6% 4. .

65 Goleman to Pmuid;nt (Harrison), May 14, 1889;
Hero to President, May 15, 1889, GRTD, Mint Applications.
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September, 1889. The seet beocame the object of grest
interest mot only to Louisiana Republisans but to the
Easvison administration. The Republican mejority in
the Nouse waa 80 slim that the addition of only ene vote
wvonld do welcome. Matt Quay, chairman of the neticnal
committes, promised to send woney and speaicera to Loulsians
to ald in the campeign.’C Harrison decided to appoint sn
8ld hanéd at Louisiensa politics e8 head of the party to en-
sure wmity and distribution of the patronsge where it would
éo the most good. He sent Warmoth's neme to the .enats
for confirmstion ss Collecter of the Port.l’

Prior o the announcement of Warmoth's appointment,
the Esllegg and Warmoth factione were bscking different
candidates for the Wird district nomination. Kellogs
favered Darrall and Warmoth supported Miner. hen Warmoth
was made spolesmen of the Barrison adaministrstion in the
state, 1t was concluded by the Kellogg faction that the
mational lesders preferred Minor as the emmat@ to Darrall.
At the district nominating convention held in Franklin in
August, Darrall retired from the race and Minor was nominated.
The Kellogg fasction pledged its support to the parity nom-
inee.72

70 veskly Pelicsn, July 20, 27, 1889.
71 mivodsux Sentinel, August 10, 1889.
T2 gerwig to President (Barrison), August 15, 1889,

Berrison ruperss W. W. Dudley teo L. F. Suthon, Auvgust 21,
1589, Warmoth Collection.
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N After securing the nomination, Minor balked &%
bodng known as Warmoth's candidate. He belisved that War-
aoth support would be an chatecle to his suocess, and
wanted the President to withdrew Warmeth's nawe for the
Cellectorship and delay making any sppeintments until
after the electien. L. F. Suthon, Minor's campaign mansge:r
sxplained to the President that Harmoth the politican was
bated in louisiana. Minor's personal friends among the
sugar and rice planters of the district were disposed teo
vote for him but would not as long as Warmoth was recog-
nised as the official hosd of the party in the state.l>
Riner expiessed ths aame sentiments in s persomal letter
te Harrisce.!' Kiner was informed that the President was
basking ¥earmoth and for the good of the party Hinor must
submerge his perscnal grievances and sscept Warmoth sup-
pert.’” Narmeth was directed to do all im his powsr to
raise funde and to send & Repubilcan to Congress from the

third distriet.7©

73 1. F. Suthen to Harrison, August 7, 1889, Harri-
aon Papers.

™ B. Co. Minor to Harrison, August 10, 1889, Harri-
son Peapers.

75 3. 8. Clarkson to Minor, August 9, 1889, Warmoth
Cellection.

76 4. ¥. Dudley to Warmoth, August 1%, 1889, Warmoth
Collsction.
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The Democrats, of course, hed no intention of re
linquishing the seat. Thelir cendidate wes Andrew Frice
of Iafourche, the aon-in-law of the decsased Congressman.
Priece was a popular man in the dilstrict end moved in the
same escnomic and sociel cirelss as the Reépublican
oundidate.

Minor msde speeches throughout the dlstriet,
sssistad by northern songressmen, on & protectionist, in-
ternal improvement platform.’! The Demoorets accused Ninor
of being "lilywhite” and opposed to the Negroes partisipat-
ing in government or sharing in ths patronsge T8 Howaver,
to be on the safe side, the States told the whites In the
district to "stamd to their color--even az the whites of
Borth Louisisns have elweys done from 1874 to 1888--and dowm
ths niggers.*T?

The Thibodaux Sentinel reported that the election
was conducted with “dignity end good feeling® and was “fair
and pescesdble.”®® The comgressmen had remained in the
Gistrist over election day to "witness the count ao that
they /iere7 fully advised as to the methods employed.’ >
They had sesn no bulldoxing or intimidetion &f Negroes
at the polls.3®

77 weekly Pelicen, August 10, 17, 24, 31, 1889.
78 paily Plosyume, August 20, 21, 1889.

79 New Orleans Daily States, August 6, 1889.
80 mibedsux Sentinel, September 7, 1889.

81 w. W. Dudley to warwoth, August 14, 1885, Warmoth
Collection. :

82 mivodaux Sentinel, September 7, 1839.
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The 'ﬁm’h. carrisd avery perish in the district
except Iberville and Yerrebonns.O3 The pilecayune gave four
resagns for Ninor's defeat: the Deaocrats hal done their
duty snd brought out & full vote; the tariff bill before
the Senate which was nst favorables o sugar had caused some
Republicans to vote for Price; Ninor m antagonized the old
- party leaders and the Negroes and did not haeve their full
support; and the volers in the diatrlst reseated the presence
of northern Congressmen as lederal interference in a logal
election.%* e Repudlicans claimed they hed been counted
out and that the Negro votes which should have been theirs |
mmtcrswlsawbymmmtsn% The Weelly |
Pelioan, organ of the Kellogg lactlon, placed the blame on
Hinor. It swssed up the electlon by utating: "The party
mely falled to make a3 silk purse out of & sow's m,”%

Haruoth was occupying the office of Colissior of the
Port but he hed not yet been confirmed by the Senste. The
leadersz had sccepted his nomination bhéecaus® of the pelitical
emsrgsncy in the third district. Minor's deleat ssemed to

83 Meekly Pelican, septemder 7, 1889.
84 Dsily Picayune, :eptember &, 13889.

85 ;. B. North to J. F. sullivan, September g, 1889,
GRDJ, Year File.

86 weelcly Pelican, september 7, 1889,
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indicate that Warmoth was not the man to head the party
in the state. Most of the prominent men in the party
turned agelnat him and sought Lo prewvent his sonafirsation
by the Semnate,

Rinor placcd the blame for his defeast on Warmeth.
Soleman bYrole with him because he would not asppoint Cole-
men's nominee o Surveyesr of the Fort. Warmoth dis.
missed his farmer proteze s« & "spolled oh1ld" who was
disgruntled desause he was not glven one-third of the
patvonege.87 Coleman Jolned the Kellogg action.od
Pedaral Judge Alex Beoarman opposed Warmoth's confirmation
bdecause the Cellector was supporting a Lfaormar Democrat as
Marshal for Doarman's sourt. Warmoth sald that such eriti-
cism ceming from Boarman was hardly in good taste "in
view of the fact that 10 yearz sgo, the Juize himsell was
one of the most pronounced Democrats and vicleal White
Lesguers.*S® The Hegro leaders acoused Warmoth of following
s "miik and water” policy and of ignering the colorsd man
in giving out the jobs.” Kellogg, Coleman, Leonsrd, Demas

87 yarmoth Statement before Commercc Committee (n.p.,
n.d.), GRID, Collector’s Applications.

88 gerwig to Halford, November 27, 1889, Harrison
Papers.

89 yarmotn to W. H. Miller, November 26, 1889, GEDJ,
Appointment Papers, Iouisiena.

90 », B, Stamps to Chandler, December 3, 1889,
Chandler Fapers.
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and Cage were in Washington trying to persusde ithe Comuerce
Commities of the semte into tuming in an adverse recos-
sndation on Vermoth.” Tmeir nominse wes Herwis.

Warmoth wes not without friends either in Washing-
ten oF in Louisiana. J. 3. Clarkson of the national com-
mittee Mept him informed of the meneuvers of his cnemiss. -
the Loviaians senstors preferred Warmoth to Herwig and &
majority of the Commerce Committee favered confirming him. >
Eis Iouisiana friends claimed that he had the support of the
business community of the state and the "brains and charac-
ter® of the Republican perty. His enemies were disappointed
office seskers end mercensry Negroes led by that "trescherous,
1ying lovmcclast,” Kellogg.D'

The fight was "bitter, unrelenting, and ingenious.®
Narmoth had to sppear in person before the Commerce Committee
to snswer charges mude sgainat him--the main one being that
his administretion as governor had been profligste and
eorzupt.’> He wes confirmed by the 3enste.

91 cilarkeon te wWarmoth Jenuary 20, 1890, Warmoth Col-
lection.

92 1nid.

93 mia.

9% . L. McMillen to Warmoth, January 28, 1890,
Warmoth Cellection.

95 ¥. W. Dudley to wamth January 25, 1890; J. D.
Rouse to W. P. Frye, January 28, 13903 J. 5. Ciarkson to War-
moth, February 20, 1890; Warmoth Statement before Commerce
Committes, OGRTD, colm ‘s Applications.
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As the afficially recognized head of the party in
leuisiens, Warmoth tried to hesl its wounds but with 1ittle
SUCONEs, except in his om congressionel district--the
ﬁent.gé Canseguently, only two Republicens ran feor Con-
mt_am‘ ¥araath in the first district end Colemen in
the second. The "Ferce Bill," the MoKinley Bill, ané dis-
unity of the party worked against them. The "Forse Bill"
was an elsction law providing for federsl supervision of
federal slsctions deing debated in Congress which the South -
belisved would mean the rsturn of "troops and bayonets”
to that region. The MeKinlsy Bill preovided for the removal
of the sugar tariff and the subatitution of e bounty te the
SUBAY grower. lLeuisians sugar planters were definitely op-
posed t0 1t. The Warmoth and Coleman opponents pointed out
since thease were Republican messures Republisan congressmen
would be expected to vote for them. Therefore, a vote for
¥armoth snd Celemen mesnt & vete for the "Force Bill” and
the Mekinley Bill. The two Republicean candidates found
that they could not compete against the ’“influence of money
mmmmdw“"mmmﬁ? Once more the
lLoulsisna cengressional delegation was z0lldly Democratic.

96 yarmoth to President (Harrison), March 31, 1890,
Harriscn Papers.

97 pe Picsyune, October 31, 18003 Warmoth to Hal-
ford, ’&E’ s ; on Papers.
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Both the Xellogg and Warmoth fections sent dsle-
gations to the astional nominating convention im Mimnespolis
in 18¢2. The Kellogs delegation was a&amagﬂ Asgording
0 A. S. Badger, chairman of the Warmoih delegation, the
Kellogy erowd had "diclrered” with the committes on ave-
dentisls and promised to deliver eighi votes for Blaine
£ they were ssated.’? On the first ballot when Harrisen
was rencminated, thes louisians vote was Harrison-elght;
Blaine-sight. 0

The Warmoth fastion refused to accept the verdict
of the Mimnsepolis convention and put out an elestoral
ticket for Esrrison and Reid, slaiming to be the "true”
perty. The Ksllogg facticn had put one out also. Waen both
"sertiss® appesled to the national csmpsign commitise for
funds, they were informed that no money would be sent o
Iouisisns until there was only one Repudblican electoral
ticket in the £1014.1%% After receiving this ultimatum,
- Jeint confevence of ithe two factions was held on September

me"‘f

| 99 A. 5. Badger to Thomss H. Certer, July 25, 1892,
Haxrrison rapers.
100

ef 1892, 1.

101 cj1arkson to Wermoth, Auguet 20, 1892, Warmoth (ol-
lection.

of the Republicen NHational Convention
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9s 1892, shich resulted in the capitulation of the Warmoth
_grow.2%2 e Kellogg faotion had the sdvantage of
"legitimacy” bestowed upen it by the Mimmeapolis Comventicn
and it coumended more Negro votes .03

In an effort to break the selid Mwa.m COngIres-
.sional representation, the Republicsns allled with the
“wu. It was agreed that the Repudblicans wonld pat
up o candidates in ths fourth, fifth and sixth districts
but would endorse the Populist nominees. In turn the
Populiists agreed not to put up candidetes in the sesond op
third districts and to endorse the Republicen nominees.
T. V. ¥ilkinson, an independent Democrat rumning for Congress
in the first distriet, was supported by both Republicens and
mh.m This egresment applied only %o the congression-
al election and was to hold good until Ioulsiens had a
mized delegation in Congress.}®® However, only one Republi-
ean ran for Congress in 1592. This was Morris Marks vho
made the race in the secend district. Price wes so pepular
in the third district that no Republican could de found to

oppos® him.

102 yogser to sarmoth, September 9, 1892, Warmoth
Collection.

103 jew Orleans Times-Democrat, October 5, 1892,
A0V 1y14., october 16, 1892.
105 ypi4., Ootober 22, 1892.
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Election day found New Orleshs 3n the grip of a
general strike iInvoiving all sssentisl city services.
In apite of this e election was a guiet one becouse the

atrike was not an lssus--lsaders of all parties denounced
ite}'% Ths Democrats carried thw state Jor Jleveland and

elected all the Congressmen. Once moxe the Republicsns

found themeslves &jested from the Custom House with lour
ieen years in proapect.

106 y144., Noveabsr 9, 1892.



CHAPTER V
' THE NEGRO AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY
1877-1896

A nyth of the post-Reconstrustion period was that
the Republican party alone possessed the gonfidense of
the eolored people and that all Hegross were Republicsns.
It war estimated that the colored element numbered "more
then tea to ome™ in the party, dut this did not mean that
81l registered Regroes (ths number increased from 78,123
ia 1878 te 130,334 in 1897)2 were Republicans, nor did it
mean that the votes of thoae delonging to the party would
be either cast or counted for it. Had this been se,
Isuisians would have been & Republican state, becsuse the
Regro registrants cutnumdered the whites from 1878 through
1897.3 Im the same period, twenty-nine parishes reported
Segro majerities but only ten of these consistently went

lnmn.enx;.'l There were natursl resaons swhy the Negroes

! weexly louisienian, Octover 22, 1881.
2 see Appendix A.

3 Ipig.

¥ see Appendizes B, D.

g7
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who traditionally should have overwhelmingly and sutomatical-
1y supported the party which gave them their freedom and
dallot did not do so.

In the ranks of the colored voters were planters,
and professionel, and business men, whe were the leaders
of the rase and in polities. They were s minority. some
of the lNegre voters were small farmers like Isssc Bell of

Caddo who describes himaelf as ". . . farmer & owns & nice
1ittle fars of an hundred & forty acres. . .though I am
gwgyzgngae. . o e..m Most of them

- were 1lliterate laborers and field hands. It was this
latter greup which furnished the bulk of the votes st
election time and was subject to forces which made the
number of votes it represented an uncertain quantity.

| There were pome parishes in which the colored man
did not dare vote. Arcund election time the idea of Negro |
suffrage ssemsd to whip the whites into a frenzy. The |
histery of Iouisiana in the poat-Reconstructien perioed is
replote with inatences when the Negroes were bulldozed by
the whites to keep them from voting for any party. Only
ti» most hardy souls would attempt teo exercise the priv-
1lsge 1in the fasce of such threatened and accomplished
atrocities revealed in the reports of the several congression-

5 1sasc H. Bell to Joseph McKenns, July 2, 1897,
GRDJ, Appt. Papers, loulsiana.
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al committees which imvestigated Louisisna affsirs.®
An "exterminating snd intimidating” war wes weged in som:
parishes which involved murder of defenseless Negroes,
church burnings, ravishing of Negro women, and the exiling
of the colored peopls. OCne of the woret affliioted areas
was Tensas Parish which wes sald to "raise the biggest and
‘blackest pecans of any parish in the sm'bee”? Thelr
resotion to such conditions is best described by the
Negroes themselves. One wrote
And aome of the Democreats tells me Just seo
long as we colored pecple fools with politica
try to vote here in the south So long as
mmu d‘&e%mﬁhms@m?nn
us apd from what I can se it Seem $0.

Another aaserted:

E

As of now, I shall Torgver hereafter close
my mouth in politics. « . . I shall sssume the
robe of s subject of Her Brittanic Hajesty
where I know there is protection tg the humblest
of her subjecta even in Louisiana.

One colored citizen demeanded drsstic action on the pert
of the Federal government because the bulldeszed Regro was

uelcat bmitm m condition of

."ﬂ- s Wm¢
Bj@: gmez&s—i%mnm&m), sen. Kpte.

Glizlm s’ﬂo ey u“ Mo ﬁ gﬁﬁﬁ ez

7 !2;_31 louisienisn, December 7, 1878.

8 Heary Adams to Charles Devens, November 1ll, 1878,
GRDJ, Source Chronclogical Files, Esst loulslane.

9 G. R ¥. Howman to R. B. Hayes, November 25, 1878,
GRDJ, Source Chronologicsl Flles, President.
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s « o BWAlike the &, Wao has the forest
tmd brosd pririe /sic/ home, his suwift

footed pony to to his he (31
hmtnrtrmhuem[g.,, vy [8ie/
The colored man needed protection.

« » o £111 the south with Negro Soldiers to

mmtmwmm u will do the {reed-
man Justice. ye

Intimidation was used to force the Negro to vote
the Democratic ticket. The “"white man's party" controlled
the elsction machinery and allowed them to vote “. . . only
when wo consant to vote the Democratic ticket whether it
being our choise or not.”’? Butler Adams of Rouma refused
te vote as the Demosratic parish committee had decidsd he
should, and a3 s consegquence his house was riddled with
bullets and he was forced into exile leaving bshind property
valusd at $3000.00.}2

Freud, ballet box stuffing, and not counting the
solored fe’uu eﬁt were other methods used to nullify
Begro suffrage. 'The colored man who regarded the ballot
a8 & symdol of his freedom and "manhood" resented this but
eould do mothing sbout it except protest to either his party

10 p, J. Cromwell to R. B. Hayes, November 10, 1878,
GRDJ, Source Chronological Plles, President.

1) citizens of North Louisisna to Grover Clevelsnd,
m 19; 1335. GRDJ, Ysar Pile.

12 putler Adsss to (?) Frencisco, July 13, 1888,
Chandlesr Papers.
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leaders, who were as helpless as he was, or to men of
aational prominence. One of the more articulate among
theam who was arraid to sign his neme wrote to the
"Onible John Spwmon.” He stated that he wss o "macanit"”
reaiding in nortk loulsiana who had worimd all over the
atste and felt he could state the views of the colored
laborer in this matter.

e o = labor dont say muth when they robs

his of what he maice on plantations and other

laboring work but he hales the idear of been

?ob out of his labor an ballot t¢ he would

suther give up his lador than have his vete

stolen from him and give /Ris/ vote to snother

party .

The correspondent was 80 dlugusied wilth the situation around
Shreveport theat he believed the

e o « fovile caught the loré Christmss gift

end the lord gived north laulsens away to

the devile. . .and the lord has never know

me%mummummmusm

S8ince.

Under normal circumstances, 1f veling 4ié not brimg
rewards either pecuniary or personal, the Hegroes were apt
to be spathetic at election time. ' This attitude he shared
with the mess of white voters and made necessary the elsoc-

tioneering fol-ds-rol characteristic of political campaigns

- 13 pnen.  to Jobn Shermen, February 12, 18838,
Sherman Papers.
1%

g March 29, 18793 June 19, 1880;
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- There was no perty discipline te force tha average voter
to go to the polls. 7The colored elsctor voted when it
would benefit him individually and with the people who
eould do him the most sm}s These were not alweys
Repudlicans. What could that party offer the Negro voter?
It had no state patronage to dispense after 1876 and the
Federal patronsge it did control had to take care of the
whites and the Negro leaders. The traditionsl party appeals
to his grstitude for heving freed him and given him the
ballet degan to wear thin over the years. When the party
was in sentrol of the state it had falled to give him
coommmio freedom to maintain his political atatus and in
past-Reconstruction times it hed nothing tangible to offer
bhim in return for his vote. However, his employer provided
him with a job and pay. Field hands and labovers kmew it
uas good policy to vote as their employers instructed them
and 1t mede no difference whether the boss was a Democrat
or a Republicen. The employers knew this. One planter
stated it this way:
A little moral suasion on the part of our

ﬁ‘:‘?ﬁ? emﬁ" hﬁ %g’tt‘a?f“r 1:%“#32..

viding a potemt influence upon the minds of the

aaive with desernce the SXprepeion of OpiALon.

by their employers cn sll subjects, which ex- 16
preasions peve the way for subsequent conviction.

15 %Wt 22, i889; dee loulsisnian,
Decosber 7, ton Globe; Carro ONBerVaL Ve,
November 30, .

16 7, 3. Sims snd E. N. Pugh to W. P. Hiles, Qotober
30, 1884, Willism Porcher Miles Collection.
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Another put it more erudely amd forcibly shen he sald,
I vote the Republlican tisket, and T have

125 colored voters on ny plantation, and

all vete as I do. I force them to do 1t.

Koral sussion worked sz long =5 reletions among
the employers were harmoniour. On occasions when the
whites were engagsd in intermscine politleal warfare ths
Eegro vote decame a comaodity Lo be purchased. The colored
man did rnot hesitale to zell his vote to the highest bidder.
During the lettsery imbroglio in 1892 the Democratic Exesu-
tive Committee ¢f Ascension Parish incurred 2 debt of $£3100
because it had . . - to buy votas in Donaldsonville,
Smoke Bend Darrow % other. . .Plantations."™ The debt had
to be liguidated by asesessing fach planter and office
holder in the Parish from $100 to $300. In 18056 when the
white aupremacy front was aplit wide open, the factions
were forced to “"dicker® with the Negroes. This caused the
Dally Pissyuns to fulminate:

Iouisisna wher 1t was uynder negro rule

backed by Pedersl bayonets, had never reached

such dep*hs of ignominy as when ites white

sitizens sold themselves to the negroes. This

was done in not a few parishes of this proud

State, and it 1s the moat disgraceful pro-

ceeding iﬂothe wnole history ef Loulslana
politics.

17 Quoted ia W. F. Plerce to Benjamin Harrison, De-
cember 29, 1888, Harrison Papers.

18 penry MoCell to W. P. Miles, Moy 4, 1892, William
Porcher Miles Colleetion, southern Historicel Collectlon,
University of North Carolinas.

19 paily Plesyune, April 24, 1896.
20 1pid4., April 28, 1896.
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It was these circumstances which caused the whites to
lock upon Negre suffrege ss s "corrupting” influense upon
s uhites snd led to the movemsnt to eliminste it frem
the state.2!

Before 1896 the Demecratic party wes in constant
egmpetition with the Republican for colored votes. This
struggle began with the enfranchising of the blacks.2
ey played up to the anclent loyalties of the Negroes
fer their “"white folks” and insisted that the freedmsn's
interest could dest be protected by the pecple who “under-
stood" him. HNegro Demoeratic organizations were organized,
sbd were encouraged to participate in campaign psrades,
barbecues, and political rallies; speciel uniforwms and
badges were provided. RNegroes sat on and apole Irom the
same platforms with preminent white Demcoecrats. Negro Demo-
erets were elected to public office. In 1896 Monroe had
three colored Democratic public servants. Two of them
had been on the town council for fifteen years and one had
been s constable for twenty.23 In the crucial election of
1876 the colored voter was avidly wooed by the Democrats

2] omes W. Shields, "The Political end Social Beok-
of the Suffrage Changes of 1898 im Louislana,” (M.A.
is, Louisisna 3tate University, 1931), 53-59.

22 y1111em E. Highsmith, “Some Aspects of Reconstruc~
tion in the Heart of louisians,” Journal of .cuthern History,
IXIII (19%7), 482-83. Sz

23 pew Orlesns Times-Democrat, Ociober 21, 1896.
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Who promised that his righte would be secure under their

regime and that he would get a fair share of the state
pstrenage.aa lonn reports that between 5000 and 17,000
Negroes voted for Nicholls.Zd This rapprochement wea

glowingly described by the Natchitoches Vindicator after
the election of 1878.

Election day here was spent Joyously by
white and black. First they went arm-in-arm
and voted the Democratic ticket, and then went
to their old ante-bellum plays. We had Jumping,
wrestling, foot racing, Jig dsnces and pony
races. Had a stranger to our customs come
here he would have been astonished. Even the
whites had no idea of such a tremendous ground
swell, and scores of colered men declared to us
that Tuesday, NHovember 5, was the happilest day
they have seen since the war. . . . For ten
long years, have we, born together and linked
in one common tie of interest, been sstranged,
but teday we are united forever. Colored men, .
we salute you as citizens, friends and brothers!

In every subsequent campaign the préss reported the sctiv-
ities of the colored Democratic clubs. The complexion of
the "white man's party” was not "lily white” but "cafe-su-
latt.”

2% ponaldsenville Chief, September 9, 30; October 7,

14, 28, 1876; Yee Tanlan, September 29, 1877; Hilda
M. McDaniel, "Francis Tillou Nicholls and the End of Recon-

struction” (M.A. Thesis, Louisiana State University, 1946)
29-30; Fanny Z. lovell Bone, "Louisiana in the Disputed
l;zetion of 1876," louisiana Historical guarterly, XIV, (1931),
554 .

25 1onn, Reconmstruction in Louisiane After 1868, 425.

26 Hew Orlemig%k_l% Democrat, November 23, 1878,
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The Republican party warned the Negroes that
the Demoorats simply wantsd to use their votes for
their own selfish vﬁ.gaa?mq The party presa declered
that all sclored Democrats were renegades, deaddeats,
gémblere and drunkards who Joined the enemy “"to obtain
food, clothing, wnd whiskey without working fer them."20
However, soms Republican leaders bhelieved that the interests
of the race could best bhe served Af 1t did not give all of
its votess to one party. Pinchback preashed the doctrine
that “celored voters can best protect their liverties and
rights of citiszenship by dividing their vote, as the
whites of the Ngorth do, between two politicel pervies.
e « +"2% yermoth also belleved in & strong two party
system snd that meny Megroes should be Demoorats.-©
Clsvelend's election in 1884 was hallsd by some Hegro
lssders &5 a bleesing in disguise becauss it marked the
doom of the Solid mon«w.ww When Nicholls was elsated
governor in 1888, the New Orleans Progress, a Negro Demo-
oratic newspaper, stated that the golor line hed been

2T ponaldscaville Chief, October 7, 1876, Weekly
Louisisaisn, Wey 15, 1850.

28 [ onaldsonville Chief, September 9, 1876,
Bovember &, IB76.

29 weekly louisisnisn, Decemver 21, 1878.
30 pesly Piosyune, Ostover 18, 1886.
31 Ibid., November 21, 1884,
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broken and that the colored pecple of Louisiana had
"freed themselives of political servitude to the Repud-
licen party."32 -

On ccsasion, Negro leaders would bolt the Republi-
can party and sampaign for Democrats. Theophils T. Allain,
James . Davidson, and Charles A. Roxborough were temporsr-
1ly expelied from the party because they supported E. J.
Gay, Democrat, instead of C. B. PDervell, Eepublican, for
Congress in 1886.5° In that seme cempaign, louls 8.
Martinet stumped the third district for Gay becsuse he
belisved the "Redicel carpstbeg leaders” 4id not have the
interests of the Negro at heert.>® T. B. stemps bolted
the party on the frese silver iasue in 1896 and aammaagnad
in the £ifth distriect for Bryan snd Sewall.>?

The "mixed-ticket” schems was a device by which
Republicans were forcsed to vote for Demserats. Frarish
leaders of both partiss would make agreements 1o shars
the offfces and legislative positions,® Eaeh party would

) 32 1,14., April 23, 1898 quoting the New Orleans
rrogrees.

33 New Oriesns Weekly Pelioan, October 29, 1887.
3 Daily Piceayune, Qctober 21, 1836,

35 yew Orleans Timss-Democrat, October 21, 1896.
36 jew Orleans Democrat, November 2, 1878.



138

put cut a slate but the same names appeared on both.
A candidste on such & tiviest deslared to his sudience
that he was & Demoorat but "f am on the Republican tiskst,
and the last one of your Kinky-headed 's
has got to vote for me."37 (One Negro voter complained that
he had to support a "1ittle fire eating Demograt for Con-
£Tess” becsuse the Republicans had mot put up a candidate.3d

The mass Negro vote in post-Recomstruction louls- 7
iana was an unknown quantity.

The political action of the Regro was influenced,
t0 som® extent, by the educated, afflusnt and politically
competent members of his race. This amall group of in.
dividuals were incumbents of federsl positions, legislators,
constitution malkers and parish officials. Amogthis body
of lsaders were ex-slaves, descendants of Crsole femilies,
ex-Federal soldiers, freemsn from the Horth, ang selif-mads
men. They earnsd their living a¢ preschers, lawyers,
teashers, planters, merchants, and newspaper editors.

™e most widely known lLoulslana colored leader was
Pinckney B. S. Pinchback. He called on and corresponded
with presidents and national party chiefs. The esstern and
mid-western press regarded him e one of the leading Negross

37 weekly Demoorat, Hovember 2, 1878.

38 1ss80 Bell to James A. Gerfield, March 30, 1881,
GRDJ, Appt. Fapers, la,
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An the south.3? pHe was deseribed me being as white es the
"average Caucesian) distinguished, aristooratic, and in-
telligent in appearance.’® Pinchback wes & |

T

i e PR

rece. |
His standing in Louisisns wes demonstreted in the orisis of
1877 when William EB. Chandler ordersd Kellogg to confer
with bhim and to "regard his wishes."*2 As the publisher
of the Weekly louisisaisn and the holder of federal office
his influsnce was state-wide. He maintained his position
as the most importent Negro losder in Louisiana until he
left the state areund 1892.%3

As chairmen of the regular Republican State Committee
for many years, Andrevw J. Dumont was technicsally the head
of the party but was astually the froat man for the Collector
of Customs at New Orleans. After the downfall of the party
in the state the incumbent of that position wes always lodoked

upen as the leader of the Regulmr Republicans. Dumont was a

39 ianian, Merch 22, 1877. June 1
1880 quotes bt in Ciaoinneii, Joupnal of

Commerce and St. lLouls Post Dispatoh.
40 HSaKiY M nisn, June 19, 1880 quoting .t.
Louis Post DXpEaok
¥ mm14., May 6, 1882, quoting New York Daily Truth.

§2 .
ﬁ. uu MI” t° w. ?. an ] 1 13 |
Chandler Papers. Kellogg, January 13, 1377,

3 pgnes Smith Gross, "The Political Carser of Plnok-

Benton Stewert Pinchback," au
%n (1984 ) , 606 » Ioulsiuns Historisel quarterly,
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native of Algiers, leuisiana, & business man who got along
well with the whites.' When the Republiicens wers in power
nationally, he was always on the Federal payroll.

Theophile T. Allain was the leader in "Sweet Iber-
" ville." He was a levee contractor and the owner and man-
ager of rise and sugar plantations named Soulougque and
lozana. He had a Jersey cattle stock farm. Mrs, Aline
Allsin was "Directress of the Dairy.” He served in the
state legislature as representative and senator from 1874
to 1892, the sonstitutional canvention of 1879, and as s
trustes of the state colored university. Being “always
most concilatery to the dominant element in the State” he
was respected by the white leaders of both parties.S

St. John the Baptist wes & "blaeck” parish par
exeellence. It was one of the parishes whivh reportsd a
majority of Negro reglstrants even after the disfranchise-
ment clauses of the Constitution of 1898 went into effeot.%6
The parish was listed in the Republican c¢olumn in every
state and national elestion from 1878 to 1896.%7 It nad a
"black boss" named Henry Demss who to his white contemporaries

% pasly Pic , November 21, 1884.
*5 vesly Loutsiantan, August 2, 1879.
% see Appendix 3.

¥7 see Appendixes D, H.
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wes & "polite snd fairly intelligent negro who inew his
place end understood recisl provlems.**® His pelitieal
friends regarded him as & "feir outgrowth of Loulsisns
as 8 free ntate” whose “deficienvise of early edusation”
were “"sounterbalanced by a streng, vigorvus mind and &
keen, reedy pluck."'d Before entering upon his political
careor Demas served as & sergeant in the Rightieth Regi-
ment of the Union army.”® He realized that his rece held
the balance of power in 3t. John and demandsd a share of
the pudlic offices for himsel! and his followers. dQon-
sequently, the parish was one of the last %o have both
white and colored officials.”} John Webre, his lieutensat,
was sheriff slmost continueusly fvom 1876 to 1896,52 and
during the same period, exeept for 1984-1888, & Negro repre-
sented the parish in the lower house of the atate legisla-
ture.”3 Demas served as parish tressurer for ten years and

saptist PertihF Tpett e ors B3SO s e O R
er eopy of or menuseript !
louisians Room, Loulsiana State Univeraity, 109.

%9 weekly Loulsianien, March 8, 1879.

50 Henry Demas to Benjamin Harrison, May 28, 1839,
GRDT, Navel Office Applications.

51 Iaurent, "A History of st. John the Baptist
Parish,” 120-121.

52 I»14., 113.
53 see Appendix P,
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as state senater for Mtw.y‘ In 1882 he was the regular
Republicen candidate for Congress from the sdoond Congres-
sional district and polled more votes than the white in.
dependont Republican candidate .5

Colenel Jumes lewis organised the £irst regiment
of colored infantry in [oulsians during the Civil War.
His political career began when he served as one of the
seven adainistraters of New Orlsans under Mayor B. F.
Flanders. He also had the dilatincotion of dofeating Genseral
P. 7. G. Boauregard in an election for city m:.mmw
of Public Works.® Tme wards of New Orlesns snd the
Custom House wers his political bdalliwick. He was one of
the last Regroes to hold an important federal office in
the state, asrving as United states Surveyor General for
Louisisna from 1899 %o 1909. He opposed sosis) equality
between the races and favored educational and property
qualifications for the suffrege for both whites and dlaeks.o(

9 Demas to xmm, m 2“.’3, 1689; W’l‘, Naval
0ffice Applications.

55 J. R. G. Pitkin to Chandler, November 10, 1882,
cChandler Papera.

56 B, F. Planders to President (Herrisen), April 17,
1889, GRDT, Surveyer of Customs Applioations.

57 p s Septenber 16, 1876; Jamss
lewis to WAll ¥, vctober 18, 1900, Chandler
Papers.




Ihe Crusadsr sdited by Iouls 4. Mertinst, the son of &
PFrensh Crecle father and & slave mother. He @m out of
slavery as & ohild and sttended freedman’s schools in New
Orleans. He studlied law and was admitted o the bar and
then took up the study of medisine at the Negro medisal
sohoo) where he was for & time “Demonstrator of Anstomy."
In 1892 he was offered a $1200 a yoar scholarship for
thres yeoarz study in Europs by ex-President Hayes but reo-
fused to talee At bacause he felt it his duty to remein
with the Gruseder to promote the welfare of his race, o

Barry Nahoney served through the Civil War cam-
paigns west of the Kississippi as the faithful bedy servant
of Major M. P. kyche of Iberia Parish. After hs became
s freedman, e educated himeslf, moved to Plaguemines
parish, entered politics and becams a suger planter.?
He representesd his parish in the state lagislature from
1880 te 1892.

Pinehback, Dumont, Allein, Demss, Lewis, Martinet,
and Mahoney represent types of Negro leaders in Loulslans
but they do not exhsuet the list. Mention mst be made of

58 Albion W. Tourgee to Chandler, Jesanusry 30, 1896,
Chandler Fapers. '

39 Mrs. M. P. Wyche to John R. Floklen, Februsry 28,
1903, Ploklen Papers.
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Cain Sartain, aheriff of East Carrell in the 1B8O's; J.
Eenri Burgh, native of sashington, D, C., editor of the
Baton Rouge Grand Bra, end legislator; Jaques A. Gla,
Rast Carroll, captain in the Unien army, planter, legis-
lator, United States Surveyor General; Pierre landry,
Ascension, "temperate, studious, Meligious, honest and
capanle, "0 Nethoaist pastor, legisister end comstitution
maker; Raiford Blunt, Matchitoshes, "of strong natural
ability,*53 pastor, and man of property; Thomes A. Cage,
Terredonne, planter, legislator, and chatirman of the
Republican State Central Committee in the 1880ts; "Big,
blsok, burly"? William Herper of Gaddo; David Young, Con-
cordis, who would not “attend & Sunday csucus,"S3 legisla.
ter, and constitution maker; T. B. Stamps, Orlesns, legils-
lator, constitution maker, and editor of the loulsians
Btendard; and Charies A. Bourgeols, st. Charles, lawyer
and one of tho last Negroes to serve in the loulsians
legislature being elscted in 1896, |

Kone of the sbove lsaders preachsd social um@mbﬁ

€0 ponsidsonville Chief, February 28, 1874.
61 Meekly Louisisnien, January 11, 1879.

62 y, C. Blanchard to John R. Pioklen, Pebruary 9,
1903, Picklen Pepers.

53 weskiy euisisnsen, wey 29, 1880.
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oF miscegenation. They wanted colored men to vobte, serve
on Juries; hold publis office, to heve free sdusation and
free ascsas to public places and conveysnoss. Hut these
ideals could be relegated to the background for purposes
of expediency. As politiciams they playsd the gams. They
quarrelled among themselves and with the white lsaders.
T™hen reconciliations would folliow and there would be a
shifting of mm«.“ Nost of them were scoused of
every species of pelitical orime; from betraying the in-
tereats of the race by selling themselves to the Demo.
crats to scalping tickets at national conventions.S® They
placed the blame for their political shortcomings on the
sarpetbaggers. 'The following 1s typical:

The war brought large nusbers of needy
adventurers into our midat. The reccnstrustion
scts threw us, an inexperiensed element, in the
political srena. The wily rascals who had come
among us, soon discovered our helplessness, and
with devilish ingenuity od to ingratiate
themselves into our favor sesure the leader.
ship our necessities demsided. Through their
tutelage we asquired the cunning and unreliabii.
ity that have in soms cases shown itself and

been cited on every occasion as an evidence %
the incapasity and unworthynsss of our race.

2 m:" Weskly Loulsianisn, Jenusry 4, 1879) April 15,
» .

Paily Pioayuns, June 16, 1880; Weekly Pelis
Aprid 9, 16 TOBY; TebCenver 28, 1589, Weekly Pelivan,
%6 weskly isuisisaisn, November 17, 1877.
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Their main grievance was that they wers being denied a
Just share of the party spoils. They agitated for more
"shade" in the Custom House and the Mint.%7 me color
line was d4rawn even in the "Negro party.” The colored
leaders never 4id gain ascendancy over thé whites within
the party organization because they never presented a
united front against them. The part;i divisions were never
composed exclusively of white or blackes; both races were
represented in every faction. As a result, the Negro
Republican got what 1t was politically expedient to give

him and no more.

67 Pinchback to Hayes, January 29, 1878, Hayes
Papers; woe%z M% lé%- isn, December 21, 1878, July 16,
1881, Octo ) 3 A. B. Blount to Harrison, April
1, » Harrlisen Papers; Iouls A. Martinet to Thomas B.

Reed, July 2%, 1890, GRDT, Mint Applications; R. F.
Guichard to Warmoth, June 17, 1891, Warmoth Collectlons.



CHAPTER VI
1896

The year 1896 was & very significant one in louis-
iana politics. It was the ysar that the Republicans, with
their sugar planter and Populist allies, fought their
lest significant battle with the Demoorats. The Demoorats
were 50 hard pressed that they had to buy and stesl Negro
votes. This led many leaders of all parties to begin
thinking seriously of eliminating the Negro vote. This
thought culminsted in the suffrsge clauses of the Consti-
tution of 1898. It was in 1896 that the Australian ballot
was rirst used in Loulsisna. It was in 1896 thet the cor-
rupt New Orleans Ring waa overthrown by the Clitizen's
ilsague supported by Republicans and Popullsts.

For the Republican party in' particular, 1896 was
the year when some wealthy and infiluential sugar planters
and business men, all former Democrats, were sbasorbed into
the party. sSince 1877, the party had tried to attract
men of this type becsuse they believed in the Republican
prinsiples of high tariffs and internsal improvementa. Yet,
they would not Jjoin the "Negro" party. It was the action
of a Democratic Congress which mede them sbandon the politi-
cal allegiance of thelr fathers and associates.

k7
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determined to leave the Demoocratic party snd affiliate
with the party of protection. The MoCalls and Pugh an-
asunced their decision at a meeting of the Aseension
Parish Demooracy and advised their fellow planters to do
iikewise. An eyewitness reported that everyone was struck
speschless at the snnounsement.' Thess men had been the
most ardent Democrats and opponents of Republicsenism in
the parish.

On September 6, 1894, 300 planters held a con-
vention in New Orleans to discuss whether thsy should
follow the example of the Ascension meén. Pugh was made
chairman of the meeting. W. E. Howell, H. P. Kernochan,
Albert Estopinal and J. N. Phary advised the planters teo
aske the break and Join the party which would restore the
sugar teriff. The suger districts should support con-
gressienal candidates who would be acceptable to the Re-
pubuew in Washington and who would be admitted to the
caucus. John Dymond of Plaquemines parish, opposed any
disruption of the Demooratic party.>

Those plasters who devided to leave the Demooratic
party met in New Orlsens on September 17, 1894, snd orgenized
the National Republican Party of louisisna., W. E. Howell

4 R. pProsper lendry to William P. NMiles, September
5, 1894, Miles Collection.

> Kew York Tpibune, September 7, 189%4.
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The Republicans of all faotions used the ocossion of his
visit on October 20 to put on & big demonstration, in-
sluding bonfives and fireworks, to show that louiszisns
was & protectionist state. Eight ‘mwamﬁ people heard
the distingulahed visitor's spssch on the bensfits of
protection, 10

The Demosratic press ridiculed the ides that the
Nationals could be Repudlicsns on national issues snd
Demoorate on local lssues. It was stated that no 1ily-
white party could besr the name Republican.’® Me
planters who had bsen able to control the votes of their
Negro laborers when they were Demvorats determined to
continue doing 80 in spite of the color line propagands
of their oppenents. One St. Mary planter declared: "I
shall vote every negro on our plantation even if it is
necessary to kill white men to do sa. "2

Ko Republican congressmen were elected in 1394.
The Ring was too powerful in the New Orleans wards of the
first and second districts and Andrew Price spent thou-
sands of dollers to defeat Beattie in the third.™>

10 yew Orlesns Times-Demoorat, October 21, 1894.
1 M" Kovember 2, 3, ‘“ 139‘3'&
12 1y14., October 17, 1898.

13 warmoth to Chandler, November 9, 1894, Chandler
Papers.
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The Nationals 4id not let this rebuff discoursge
them. They began prepsrations for the state campaign
of 1896 in 1895 by organizing olubs. Theirs was to be
& orusade against “Fosterism” and for failr elections and
an honest count. They »till claimed to have no connections
with the Regulars.”

In December, 1895 the state central committee of
the Regulars met to prepare for the coming cempaign. The
Warmoth forcea fought the Kellogg crowd for supremacy.
Varmoth wanted to make overtures to the Nationals with s
visw to making common csuse with them on ﬁhm fair elections
and honeat count lssue. The Kellogg forces would have
nothing to do with lilywhite Republiocans.’® ‘he snowdown
between the fectione was postponsd until the meeting of
the state convention in January, 1896.

The Nationals held their lilywhite nominating con-
vention on January 2, and named E. N. Pugh ss thelir candi-
dats for Governor, J. B. Donnally for sesretary of Stete,
and L. F. suthen for Attorney-General.'® mey daid not neme
any other candidstes because they hoped to reach en agree-
ment with the Populists and put out & fusion ticket. Such a

1% mivodaux Sentinel, November 23, 30, 1895.
15 1b14., December 28, 1895.

- 16 1b1d., Jenuary 11, 1896, Daily Picsyune, Jenuary
» » 1896’
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possibility had been discussed in August, 18957

The Pu_puliata held their convention in Alexandrie
on Janusry 8 and refused to fuse with the Nationals
with Pugh heading the ticket. Pugh wes o white supremseist
but against free silver. A separate Populist tisket
headed by A. B. Booth was named.8

Political negotiations followed throughout the
month of January and finally a ticket was drawn up on
which both Nationals and Populists could agree. There
were three Nationals and four Populiste on 1t.39 e
Fusion ticket was as follows:

Governor J. N. Fharr Rational Republican
Lt. Governor J+ B, Kleinpeter Populist
Sec. of State J. W, McPFar Populist
Awditor H. P, Kernoochan HNational Republican
Treasurer John Pickett Populist
Atty. General L. F. Suthon National Republican

Supt. of Bduc. CG. A. M. Cook Populist

The Regular Republican convention met on January
29. It was the replica of every Republicsn convention of
the past twenty years: the same old faces, the same old
quarrels.?® EKellogg wanted to put out a separate ticket,

17 1mcia E. Daniel, "The Louieiana People's Party,”
leuisiana Historicel Quarterly, XXVI (1943), 1099.

18 1b14., 1101 Dally Pigsyune, Janusry 9, 10, 1896.

19 panlel, "The Louisimna Feople's Party,” 1og. 8it.,
1102.

20 mibodsux Sentinel, February 8, 1896; Daily Ple-
ayune, January 30, 18%7""" ’ - -
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Warmoth wanted to endorse the Fusion ticket and back the
11lywhites. Warmoth's position wes approved by uome of
the important national leaders. In reporting what trans-
pired in the convention to Chandler, Warmoth wrote:

T™he work we began last August when you and

Senator Platt and others consented to an inter-

view with Nggsrs. MceGall and others has born /Eic/
good frult.

The Regular convention 4id endorse the Fusion ticket after
a hard £1ght.*® Warmoth reported that Kellogs had come

to Loulslana with a lot of money and had conapired with

A. H. Leonard, Thomas A, Cage and the Demoorats to buy up
the convention to prevent the fusion. This had been pre-
vented, but Kellogg and lLeonard were elected chief dele-
gates to the Republican national convention and Csge waas
the new chairmsn of the state centrsl committee.”> Warmoth
promised Chendler to bring evidence of Kellogg's nefarious
deeds before the st. ILouls convention in order to rid Louie-
jana of "this predatory scoundrel, mﬁb*‘"'mwgr comes to the
state except to demoralize snd debauch the politicel or-
ganization which those of us who live here have tried so
hard to maintain."24

21 warmoth to Chandler, February 4, 1896, Chandler
Papers. :

22 paily Picsyune, January 31, 1896.

23 warmoth to Chandler, February %, 1896, Chandler
Papers.

2k 1pia.
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The Thibodaux Sentinel wondered who would rule
in this tripartite fusion of such diverse ¢lements whose
only unifying force was the deaire to beat the Democrats.
Acoording to the Sentinel the Populists fevored o "paternal-
; ism of the most pronounced type,” communism and free silver;
the Naticnals were white supremscists who had no use for !
the "nigger" except to vote; the Regulars wanted to re-
peal the separate car snd antimiscegenntion laws; and
Pharr was a2 prohibitionist. If they won, "whet an un-
palatable compound will then be prossed to the lips of an
afflicted paoplez“es

When Pharr acoepted the nomination he had to
address his letter of accepiance to three pariy chalrmen.
He had tc couch it in general teramws in order not to offend.
Eis position was explained by the Times-Democrats

If Capt. Phaxr could tell the Populists

that he favored the Ocale Demsnds, that he

beliesved the railroads should be owned by the

State and all taxes placed on the richest ¢lass-

es he could aweep the Popullst parishes noprth

of Red River. . » . Any remarks about saddling

taxation on the weslthy would antagonize the

Netionals, wnile the Republicans would be in.

dignant over attacks on the corporations and

monopolies which they created and fontered.

If he could tell. . .the Natlonals, that he

believed in the restoration of the sugar

bounty, and that he did not think the Negroes

ought to be allowsd to hold any offices or
positions of trust in the state, and that the

25 mivodsux Sentinel, February 8, 1896,
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control of the Hepubilcan party should ba
handed over to the planters, it would
swell his vote in the Sugsr district but
ruin him in North Louisisna and the Negro
parishes. It is the dome with the regular
Repudblicana. He does not tell them that
he belleves that the separate cor anti-
mincegenation laws ought te be repealed
and that the Hegroes shiould have & large
share of the offices. What would pleane
the regulara wa—uidzgnm him every white

vote in the atate.

Fharr 4id have a platform with two planks on
which hia three-headed support could agree. One plank
called for a fair election and an honest count and the
other called for the defeat of the suffrage amendment to
the constitution.®’ fThe legislature hed sdded to the
usual age and residence qualifications, educational and
property requirements for voting in the state. The
Fuslonists were against it bsocause it would not only dis.
franchise Negroes but many whites ss well,28

Throughout the state campalgn, the Regulars and
the Nationals maintained separats identities. Easoh had
its campaign comaittee, and 1ts corps of awﬁwm to atump
the state for Pharr. The National campsaign committee had

26 yow Orleans Times-Democrat, Februavy 7, 1896,
27 nibodaux Sentinel, Pebruary 29, 1896.

23 n y " 13.
Daniel, "fhe Loulsiana Peoples Party," lot. $il.}

3 W. W, Duson to Pharr, October 27, 1896, %har’f-"’?a er's ,
louisiens Btete Univeraity Archives; Times-Demccrai, October
8: 16: 1396»
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no Negro members.2?

In Jenuary, anti-Ring Demoorats in New Orlesmns or-
ganized the Citizen's lesgue. It nominated candidates for
the city offices and legilelative seats. The Nationals sup-
ported the league candidates and the Regulars were alliad
with the R&ag.3°

The Democratic press mads fun of the Fusionists,
dbut the practical politicians of the Democratic party
realized that they were faced with the most formidable
threat to their control of the state since 1876. Two
wings of the Fusion repressnted former Democratic votes now
lost to the party. Teo ensure the election of Foster, they
had to make sure every election commissions®r and poll
efficial in the Negro parishes was a trusted Democrat be-
cause the Negro vote would have to replace the lost white
votes.31 fThe party was also prepared to buy votes. The
Ring opened up & special office in New Orleans to purchase
Negro votes at $12.50 per man.32 Becsuse it was 80 un-
pepular with the mass of the voters, the Democrats abandoned
their support of the suffrage smendment which was thus

29 paily Picayune, Msrch 12, 19, 24, 1896.
3% 1p14., April 2, 16, 1896.

31 New York Tribune, March 15, 1896.

32 patly Picayune, April 17, 1896.
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defeated before the election.>d

The declsion of a Demooratic faction te vote the
Negroes caused an explosive situation in 5%. Landry. Thie
faction insisted that the colored men be allowed to register.
The opposing faction prepared to resist such a move by force
of arms. Opslousas became an armed cawp of the pro-Kegro
fection and a haven for the rural Negroes. Governor Foster
sent state troops to the parish to maintain the peace.3”

Not all Demoorata wanted to abanden the muffmﬁi
amendment. Its proponsnts hoped its passage would eliminate
the “revolutionary” methods used in the past to win elec-
tiona. The Tensas Gasette asked: "Are men to ‘ma their
lives in & state of semi-warfare?”>> There could be no
permanent peace or prosperity in a community where the
violation of the law was the foundation of the political
structure. The fear of Negro domination had mesaed the
whites in & compact body whioch had "grudgingly dut surely
lodged sll political power in the executive which exesutive
has used to emssculate mdbpom.nt action and suppress
‘poutical theught.” Election frauds were looked upon &3 @

33 1bsa., april 17, 21, 1896.
3,‘ M‘D Apl‘il 5, 6’ 1896¢
35 Ibid., April 1, 1866, quoting Tenses Gazette.
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Jessing matter.36

The Fusionists were opposed to the suffrage amend-
ment but that did not mean that they were all pro-Negro.
The Populists were againet it because it would disfranchise
many of their followers. The National's attitude was
expressed by Ffharr in his campaign spesches made at aegrs.
gated political meetings., The Negroes were & elinging vine
en the oak of the white race. The colored man should iook
to the white man for guldance in all matters. Phare's ad-
vice was:

Don't maive any fight with & white man, but
go to law for your righte. . . .Aequire property
‘and be respected, and the white men will see that
you are not imposed on and run out of the country.
What you want is to earn money and educate your
children, and not teke part in politics.
If the whiite men allowed the Negroes to wote, they should go
to the polls but if the prevalling sentiment was against it,
they should stay at hm.37
Election 'day pessod without serious disturbance in
the stats. Some 500 Negroes voted in Opelousas without in-

eident. Two men were killed in Tangipahos.3® It was in

36 Tbid.

37 1pid., april 7, 11, 18965 Thibodaux Sentinel
March 14, 1856 £ ’

38'Du13,1 Plosyune, April 22, 1896.



160
connection with the sounting of the vote that serious

trouble arose in two different parts of the state.

8t. John the Baptist Farish was the only parish
which had not completely suppressed its Negro and Republi-
can elements in local affairs. The Democrats determined
to accompliah this in the election of 1806. Faced with
this determinstion, Henry Demas, the black boss of the
parish, tried to prevent s complete count of the vote by
selzing the ballot box of the second ward. He gathered his
fellow blacks at his house, armed them, and prepared teo
withstand any attacks by the whites. The whitez laid silege
to the Negroes and called on the governor ¢ send state
troops. The Iouisiasne fleld artillery disparsed the Hegroes
and Demas fled the parish. St. John was "redeemed.">

The Populists of Hatchitoches parish assinted by
party members from Winn and Grant parishes were in arms .
against the Democratic commissioners who refused to count
all the Fopulist votes cast. Prior to the election, the
whites in the parish had agreed that no Negroes would be
allowed to vote. The Demoarats claimed thet the Popullists
had broken the asgreement and voted NHegroes in the Grapp's
‘nluft precinct of ward three. It was these votes the com-
missioners wanted to reject. State troops were asent to

39 mi4., Aprid 23, 25, 1896.
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Natchitoches to maintain order. 7The psarish went
Pustoniss. O
The electlion revealed that when the whites were
divided the Negro vote became & valusble commodity even
for Democrats. The Plcsyune remsriked on this phenomenon:
Now that the Hegroes of Louisians have come
to realize that the days of Democretic bulldozing
have entirely passed away, and that the Demo.
orats have become the Negro's best owstomers, it
is easny to see¢ that the NHegroes are not only be-
coming & great politicsl powssr but are disorgan-
izing the Democratlic party. The gome now 4s to
secure a nominstion on the Damocratis ticket for
the important lecal offices, and then sbandon
the balance of the ticket and the principles of
the party on the condition of securing the black

N

After the returns were in it was seen that the
Citizen's league hed won & clear victory in New Orleans.
The FPusionists carried 26 parishes. There were to be four
Republicans in the state senate and nine in the house.
Poster claimed 116,216 votes to Pharr's 90,138.%% A study
of the returns revesled that Pharr had csrried the white
parishes north of Red River and that Foster's majoritlies
were in the black perishes which had heretofore been in the
Republican colm.‘“ The conclusion was obvious to the

80 1p1a., April 28, 1896.
%1 1pid., April 28, 1896.
42 gew Appendix C.

43 paniel, "Mme Louisiana People's Party," loc. oit.,
1111; Appendix D.
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Fusionists. The Demscrsts had stuffed the ballot boxes
and atolen the Negro vﬂda. ‘They planned to contest the
¢leotion and get the staw) lsgislature to go behind the
returns. The Fusionists exposted the Citizen's League
legislators, who held the balsnce of power 3in the legis-
lature, to sct with them in this move since the Laague
was a body dedicated to reform and pure elsctions. Henry
HeCall, the "Warwick of the sugsar teats,” declared that
Once uporn a time there was some juatifice-
tion in this method of counting out & common
enenmy, but now. . .more than one half, two
bﬂ:ti:d:a:{ ;l;: gﬁ; 'zgtaea of the state have
A falr count would show that Pharr hed a clear majority of
8000 white votes over Poster. _

The 1sague leaders sought to compromise the issus
before the meeting of the legislature. They proposed that
Foster's election not be challenged and in return the ad-
ministration would agree to call a constitutional convention
to revise the suffrage qualifications. The legislature
would enact & new elsotion lsw providing for the Australian
ballot. Another state election would be held in twe years

under the new m.“ﬁ

** Da1yy Piosyune, Mey 1, 1896.
45 1p1d.

46 ;bwég May 2, 1896-



163

The Fusloniate agreed to sccept the propositions
but reserved the right to make a formal protest to the
legislature on the frauds perpetrated in the election.
harr later admitted that he had sccepted the terms be-
csuse of the promise to eliminate the Negro vote.'7 me
Fosterites delayed accepting the terms until the night
before the legislature was to proclaim the results of the
slection. JMeanwhile, the capital was in & atete of great
excitement. All the legislators osrried pistols. One gun
was accidently discharged in the corridor of the State
House and immedisztely the whole place was bristling with
drawm guns and mnn.m The atmosphers cleared when it
was announced that Poster hed accepted the Lezsgus compromise
with the exception of the part calling for snother election
in two years.

When the legislature met on May 14, the Fusionists
presented a long report on the frauwds of the election of
1896. They pointed out that in many parishes the number of
yvyotes returned excesded the number of registered voters.
Tney charged that 35,000 votes claimed by the Demccrats
yere fraudulent. The elections commitiee presented a majority
and & minority report. The former declared that the

%7 ., may 21, 1896.
¥ 1p14., Mey 14, 1896.
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leginlature had no power to go behind the returns and
. that on the fase of the returns Foster was slected. The
minority report recommended going behind the returns. The
legislature voted on the minority report. It was rejected
by & vote of 86 to 43. Seventeen League men voted with
the Demoorats and eight with the Pusionists.'? Thus ended
one of the most significant elections in louisianas political
histery.

Just as in every presidentisl election year since
1879, the sonclusion of the state election did not mean sny
respite from politics for the people of the state. The
national party conventions met in Junes followed by the cem-
paign and the election in November,

The Nationals were not represented, except indirect-
1y by Warmoth, at the St. Louis Republicen convention. The
majority of the delegation was for McKinley.”° J. Madison
Vance, a Negro delegate, made one of the speeches to second
McKinley's naumticn.sl The gold plm of the platform
was unanimously approved by the lLouisiana mm.sa Augustus
T. Visberly, a former collector of internal revenue, was

7 mia., way 15, 1896.

50 Official) Proce od -1: ol‘ the Elcveng Eogu%nean

National ¢ .u L

._-.’ 4 A

51 1b1d., 120,
52 Ibid., 91.
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named national commitieeman.

Although they had had no part in his nomination,
NeKinley was thoroughly scceptabls to the Nationals. He
wWas also acceptable teo wmany d¢onservative Demoorasts in
the atate wbo could not swallow Bryun and the frees gilver
heresy. The Nationals hoped these sound monesy Demserats
would help them carry the state for McKinley, and some
indicated their willingness to do so. R. M. walmsley, New
Orleans cotton fector, wrote Fhary:

e ¢« o I can sallely say that there is a atrong

sentiment growing with our best people in

faver of MeKinley and the Republican party.

Speaking for myself I would say I have always

besn a Demoorat and am atill, but, I de Bgt

favor the Chicage nominees nor platiorm.

Anpther correspondsnt of Pharr, J. W, Castles, president of
the Hibernis Nationsl Bank, stated:
Among the business people of the city of

Rew Orleans there is slready & strong and de-

cided opinion to vote for McKinley, without

reference to politics, and I meet very few
business men who do not intend to take this
course, who hgxa always been staunch Demo-

crats before.

The Rationals named an all-white electoral tioket
and nominated candidates for Congress in the flrst, second,
and third districts. The Regulars had & Negro on their

slesctoral ticket and congressional apnﬂ:dut&a in the first,

53 R. M. Valmsley to J. N. Pharr, August 22, 1896,
Pharr rapers.

5% 3. W. Cestles to Pharr, August 22, 1896, Pharr
Papers.
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sesond, third, and fourth districts. The ropulists were
fused with the Democrats.

In July, 1896 the state legislature had passed the
noew election law whisch provided for the Australisn ballot.
The new law was to apply for the first time in the presi-
dential election. The state Board of Canvassers was
sharged with preparing the official dallot. It resognized
the Regulars as the Republican party in the state by in-
cluding their electors under the party designation and by
assigning them the task of naming Republican poll commis-
sioners. The Rational electors were put on the ballot but
a3 nominees of & nominating body not a regularly eon-
stituted party. They were sllowed no poll commissioners.
-Twe sets of electors would confuse the Republican voters
and cause them to spoil the ballot which would then be
thrown out.”? )

Faced with this situation, negotiations were begun
between the two factions with & view to having one electoral
ticket and one set of candidates for Congress which all Re-
publicans eculd support. The major stumbling bloock was
that the Nationals did not want eny Negroes on the slectoral
ticket. They could not ask other white mén to vote for
colored electors.?® wme Regulars insisted that the Negro

35 New Orleans Times-Demoorat, October 11, 1896.
56 Ibid., Ostover 2, 18¢6.
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. elector on their ticket be mtmmed;. Mark Hanna, who

‘dispensed the campaign funds of the national committee,
supported their view.57 wimberly, the nstionsl committee-
man and leader of the Regulars, was informed while on &
visit to MeKinley in Canton that no funds would be sent
to Ioulalana until the fastions united on & single elec-
toral ticket would inolude Negroes.>® oOn Octeber 15,
the Nationals capitulated and accepied the Regular elec-
toral ticket. In return, their congressional candidates,
A. Romain, J. legendre, and Beattie were assured united
party backing.”>

The Thibodaux Sentinel sympathized with the Nation-
2ls in their humiliation and peinted out that if they re-
turned to the Democratic fold they would not have to vote
for s Negro.50 The Nationals' attempt to hold themselves
aloof from the "Negro wing” of the party had been unsucoess-
ful. CArcumstances snd expediency had forced them to be-
come identified with the "black and tans.”

Although the suger planters had agreed to withdraw
their electors there were two sets of Republican slectors

5T marshall J. Gasquet to Fharr, September 10, 1896,
Pharr Papers.

58 mew Orleans Times-Democrat, October 11, 1896.
59 Ivid., Octover 17, 1896.

60 mibodaux sentinel, October 24, 1896.
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on the official ballot en eleotion day. On October 16, the
Republican leaders hired a speaial train to take them from
New Orleans to Baton Rouge to get the Nationsl electors re-
moved from the ballot. Seeretary of state John Michel in-
formed them that the deadline for meking changes in the
ballot was on October 9 and he could not honor their re-
quest. The leaders were crestiallen at this development
but took the aecretaryts refusal goed naturedly becauae
he had dene 1t with such "ease and sraae."ﬁl The Repub-~
licans issued an address to the public explaining the
situation and hoped the voters would not be confused by
the double set of electors. |

The Republicans' main appeal for vetes was that
NeXinley would restore the high tariff on suger and per-
haps the bounty. The Democrats peinted out that MeKinley
favored reciprocity tariffs and that meant free éusar to
the Republican nominea.62

On the queastion of free silver, there were defec-
tiens in the renks of both parties. The "Sound Money" or
"Geld Bug" Democrats had no connection with the Republi-
cans efter the National capitulation to the "black end

61 Kew Orleans Times-Democrat, October 17, 1896.

62 mibodsux Sentinel, October 22, 1896.
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tans." There were some "free silver" Republicans who not
only voted but campaigned for Bryan and Sman.ﬁs

Bryan ocarried the state. The Republicans cerried
only five psarishes for MeoKinley ‘6&

The Nationals had been absorbed by the Regulars
but with a Republican nstional administration in power
sgain, they began to challenge the claim of the old leaders
to the patronage and party dominance.

63 New Orlesns Times-Dempcrat, October 21, 1896.
6% see Appendix H.




CHAPIER VII

In surveying the political scene after the presi-
dentisl election of 1896, the Thidodsux Sentinsl had this
to say about the Republicanss

Captain Wimberly says louisiana Republi-
cans are not after officea; the lily whites
are sald to bde not in 1%, a little bit; Dr.
Smythe has hesrd, away off in Ireland, of
MeKinley's election and is hastening home on
important legal dusiness; Demas 15 sayling
nothing but doing & heap of thinking; Cage is
somewhere locse; Herwig has his rod resdy for
the lightening to strike it and land him in
some fat office; leonard is trimming his
sails; Hero is surveying the field; and on
the ocuter edge of the 1¢ circele are ranging
themselves a multitude of lesser lights wait-
ing for some signal to move and all this por-
tends preparation for & f;lqc@ soramble and a
mighty struggle for office.

The mighty struggle for office did occur and resolved it-
self into a contest betwsen the Wimberly-Demas combine and
the Kellogg-Warmoth-sugar planter allisnce. The latter
grouping was one of conveniense to fight Wimberly who seemed
to have the confidence of the McKinley administration much
to the disgust of the old guard.

Augustus T. Wimberly was named national cosmitteeman

1 thibodaux Sentinel, November 21, 1896.
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i7l
from louisians by the St. louis convention and, at the
time, the Regulars had believed him to be their willing
tool. But in the course of the campaign of 1896 he had
visited NcKinley and Hanna and had sssumed the leadership
with their bdlessings. The old lesders looked upon him
&s an outsider, a newcomsr, and a usurper. He had come
to Isulsiana from Mississippi in 1890 to be Csllector of
Internal Revenue and had used the patronage of his office
te build up Negro support. The lilywhites did not like
him becsuse he catered to the Negroes.

‘Wimderly wanted to be named Collector of the Fort.
Demas and Walter Cohen, his itwo Negro henchmen wanted to
be Naval Officer and Surveyor, anspent&vuly¢£ The admin-
istration was deluged with correspondence from the old
Republicans and the sugsr planters opposing the recognition
of Wimberly as head of the party in ILouisiana.

Wimberly's enemies claimed that he bhad no social
standing in the community and was without visible means of
support. His accounts as Collector of Internal Revenue
had shown 8 shortege and Harrison hed dismissed him for
csuse. He had conapired with the Democrats to throw ﬂhe
election of 1896, His faction had been the recognized party

2 A« H. Leonard to President (MoKinley), April 9,
1897, GRTD, Collector's Applications.
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in kind. ¥Warsoth hed hed three mistresses. He wes re-
aponsible for the desth of the ¢hild of one of his pers-
mours. The lottery company hed paid Warmoth to sign the
Iottery shartver hill. He had also gotten the Lottery to
inveat $400,000 in & railroad from New Orleans to the War-
moth plantation in Plsquemines partsh.®

Kellogg's mistress, Minnie Wallace, had polsoned
her husbeand in Emporia, Kansas, before she met Xellogg.
The ex-governor took her with him to Europe, Chicsgo and
Washington. She was known all over the country as Kellogg's
woman. During the Kellogg sdministration $200,000 in
false warrants were issued.’

leonard was & White leaguer who lived 4in open dis-
grace with a colored prostitute. W, J. Behan wes connected
with the ¥hisiey Sttal.a

The lilywhites were not only trying to prevent
Wimberly's nomination but were also endeavouring to get the
MoKinley administration to give them the patronage. They

6 A. T. Wimberly to Secretery of the Treasury (Gage),
June 1, 1897, GRTD, Collector’s Applications. These cherges
and counter charges were all supported by sworn affidavits
of the political friends of those accused. Those ascusations
of a personal nature were exaggerated or distorted for
political effeoct.

T 1v14.
8 mia.
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wanted to displace the old party leadership.’® walter J.
Suthon pointed out that the Australian ballot had dis-
franchised 50 per cent of the colored adult male population
and the only hope for Republican suoccess in the future
rested upon the "ascession to the party of white men, both
for leadership and numerical strength.” More white men
would Join the party if the President appointed men like
Suthon to the federal positions of the state.’®

Wimberly had an advantage over the other lLouislana
leaders. He was supported by Hemm«m Eventually,
NeKinley sent the names of Wimberly, Demeas, snd Cohen to
the Senate for confirmation. Wimberly was confirmed but
Demas and Cohen were not.l?

In July, 1896, the leglalature had passed & law
which required that the question of holding & constltutional
convention be submitted to the people in 1898 and at the
same time delegates to the convention would be chosen, The

9g. N. Cornay to President (McKinley), June 23,
1897, GRTD, Nint lications, J. B. Verdun to lymwan J. Gage,
Octaoder 7, 1897, GRTD, Mint Applications.

10 yelter J. Suthon to William NeKimlay, July 16,
1897, GRTD, Surveyor's Applisations.

11 yark Hanna to Attorney Gemeral (McKenna) GRJD, Ap-
pointments, Louisiana (undated note); Hanna to Qage, April
1, 1897, GRTD, Collsctor'a Applications.

12 yew York Tribune, July 21, 1898.
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convention was given the power to frame and adopt, without
submission to the people, & new constitution.’® Tmere
were to be 134 delegates, 36 of them were to be delegates
at large nominated by state omﬂnﬁm of the perties.

The remainder of the nominations were to be made by the
pariah and dlstrict emuntim.“

The Republicans were #o disorgenized beceuse of
the patronage fight that they were unable to hold the
necessary conventions to make nominstiona. However, the
state executive comuittee named in 1596 met in December,
1897 to nominate the 36 delegates at large to which the
party was entitled. Wimberly and Demss controlled the
meeting and expelled Kellogg-Warmoth men.® The 1tiywhites
were not represented on the state commitise because 1t had
besn formed when they were still mﬂmlm The cosmmittes
put out a platform for its nominees to campaign on. The mein
planks were: opposition to the convention which everyone
knew was to eliminate the Negro vote; more schoole; reduc-
tion of the Louislans congressicnal representation; poll taxp
limitation of immigration; pensions for veterans; and honest

. 13 paniel, "Tme Loulslans People's Party,” loc. cit.,
1120.

1% 1a13y Pleayune, Hovember 30, 1897.
15 Ibid., December 2, 1897.
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Populist was elected. 21}/

The suffrage eimm as finally edopted, after
much debats, by the convention allowed four classes of
men to vote: literates, px:bpertw owners paying taxes on
property valued at $300; sons of these property ownersj
and men who had voted in 1867 and the!r desvendants.o2
Relatively few Negroes could qualify but nearly sll white
men gould. The idea of Negro disfranchisement excited
no outery in the North and "even the most honest and in-
telligent lNegroes in loulsiana show & disposition to sccept
the situstion in good part. 23 However, the colored
leaders did sgree that if the Negro was disfranchised be-
cause of llliteracy that more educetional facilities should
be provided to £it future generations for the franchise.2”

The Conatitution of 1598 was the longest state con-
stitution in existence. The conveantion hed used its full
powers to go beyond its basic purpose of limtting the
franchise. It had included in the Constitution many
ordinances which should have deen left to the leglsleture.

21 Ibid., January 28, 1898-
22 aArticle 197, loulsians .tate Constitution, 1898.
23 Yew York Tribune, March 12, 1898,

2% y1lliem A, Mabry, "Loulsiena Politics and the
‘grandfether Clause'", North Carolina Aistorical Review,
XIII (1936}, 302; Thouns W. shields, '"The rolitlcal and
Social Backzround of the Suffrage Changes of 1898 in Louls-
t1ana” (M. 4. Thesds, L. $. U., 1930), 69; New York Tribune,
February 22, 1898.
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The Pilcayune said it was "permeated with schemes of fac-
tional and individusl interests."25 geveral parts of
the document were condemned by the state press.26 e
legislature met on May 16 to declare the new organic law
in effect. There was some talk that the asssmbly would
reject it and call & new convention. However, it was
felt that the people of the state could net stand the ex-
citement of another convention and the war with 3»&1n.97

A new registration wes taken preparatory to the
congressional elections of 1898. The figures revealed
that 74,133 whites and only '13,902 Negroes met the new
qualifications for voting.as Concordia, st. James, St.
John and Tensas still hed more Regro registrants than
white.29 Since the whites were in complete centrol of the
political situation in those parishes the Negro majorities
meant nothing.

The Wimberly faction supported candidates in the
congressional distriots. The anti-Custom House crowd re-
mained inective. The Republican suger planters in the

25 paily Piceyune, May 12, 1898,
26 1p3d., may 14, 1898.

27 1v1d., Kay 17, 1B98.

28 gee Appendix A.

29 see Appendix B.
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third district supported the Demooratic candidate instead

of the Wimberly man.30 The 1ilywhites were biding their
time until the 1300 elections. By then the effectes of the
new suffrage qualifications would be apparent and the
pecple of Louisians would "have an excellent opportunity
to prove up the sincerity of their oft-repsated desire to
sesure good sovernnunt."31

No ene toock any interest in the conteat. Eight
parishes voted Republican but the party elected no Con-
gr.lsuon.3a

The Wimberly state convention of 1900 censisted
mainly of men who had been awarded federal positions by
the Collector of the Port.33 The picayune reported the
preceedings as being carried on with "neatness &nd des-
patch, no orateory, points of oxrder, or privileged gques-
tions.” Although, the Wimberly faction was supposed to
be the Negro wing of the party the ticket they nominated
was all white. The ocandidate for Governor was E. S.
Reems, & native of Franece but & resident of Hew Orlesns
since he was eight years old. F. B. Earhart, the candidate

30 mivodsux gentinel, November 12, 1898.
31 psily Piceyune, November 7, 1898.
32 Ibld., November 9, 1598.

33 mew York Tribune, April 23, 1899.
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for Iieutenant.Governor was & former United States Distrioct
Attorney. The nominee for Attorney-Genersl was R. P. Hunter
a former anti-lottery Demoorst. ‘Ihe candidate for State
Tressurer was B. Bloomfield, a merchant; for Auditor, James
Foraythe, a lawyer; and for Superintendent of Eduoation,

D. K. Lines a phyucim.'?’a

The platform favored sound money, imperiaslism, a
subsidized merchant marine, and MoKinley's candidscy for
President. It was opposed to the suffrege clsuses of the
comstitution of 1898.32

The anti-Custom House fastion held ita convention
in Alexandria. It was a lllywhite meeting. A delegation
of Negroes from RKew Orleans were told they were not wel-
come. Demas made some overtures to the group but was re-
buffed.3® Philip Herwig was elected chairmen of the con-
vention. They had a hard time finding & candidate to head
the ticket but finslly nominated C. Taylor Cade, sheriff of
Iberia Parish, who had been a Democrat up to 18956, Cade's
brother had been supsrintendent of the Mint in New Orleans
under Cleveland.37

3% Daily Picayuns, Pebruary 6, 1900.

35 mad.
36 1pig.

37 Ivid., Pebruary 7, 1900, New York Tribuns, Feb-
ruary 7, lngn
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The Populists were holding their convention at
the same time and place. Negotistions were entered into
for a fusion but the Populists would not accept Cade.3®

In 1900 the Democrats were divided. An "independent”
faction led by Don Caffery, Jr. had ariaen to fight
"Fosteriam and the Ring" and W, W. Heard, the Feoster machine
candidate.

Both the anti-Custom House Republicans and the
Populists reached an sgreement with the Independent Demo-
erata and all three supported the rollwmg fusion hiﬁk@taw

Governor Don Caffery, Jr. Independent
Lt. Governor D. M. Sholars Independent
Sec. of 3tate ¢. Taylor Cade Republican
Tressurer G. A. Hagainger Republican
Auditor 0» H. Deshotels Populiat

Attorney General W. G. Wyly Republican

Supt. of Eduoc. O. B. Staples Populist

The Wimberly Republicana did not msle & vigorous
campaign.*® The Pusionists stumped the state attscking
the state political mechine. They demanded azn honeat count
and the elimination of the conatitutionsl powers whieh allow-
ed the governor to control elections. These powera ware no
longer necessary since there was no longer any danger of
Negro dominstion.’l Both the sdministration and the courts

38 paily Picayune, Pebruary 18, 1900,
39 1pi4., march 2, 1900.

%0 1n1a., march 6, 19, 1900.

41 1p1a., Merch 4, 1900.
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recognized the Wimberly faction &8s the "regular" Republi-
can party and let them name the poll commissioners to the
chagrin and disadvantage of the Fusionists.'Z

The most exciting thing in the campaign was not the
defection of some Béﬁcemm from the party but that Senator
Donelson catrc;-y turned againat his friend and neighbeor
Murphy J. Foster to campaign for the fusion ticket. The
Demoorats accused him of being an ingrate because Foster
had lifted him from obscurity and made him a Semter.%

It rained on election day. The vote wes very light
--only 60 per cent of the registered voters went to the
polls. Heard received 60,206 votes, Caffery 14,215, and
Reens 2;449. Neither Republican candidate carried a single
parish and for the first time since 1868 there were no Re-
publicans of any factlion or color in the state 1esaalature.“

The Wimberly Republicans and the anti-Custom House
Republicans both sent delegations to the national convention
in Philadelphia. The anti-Wimberly delegation was seated

because they had been more active than the Custom House in

%2 yp44., April 6, 8, 1900.

43 fvid., merch 31, 1900; Caffery, "The Political
Career of Seénator Donelson Caffery," loe. cit., 846-847.

4 Ibid., April 18, 1900 and Appendixes E, F.
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the recent state election and becsuse Warmoth promised
the scommittee on credentiale that 1f his faction was
recognized as the party by the convention two or three
Republicans would be sent to Congress from loulslans in
1900. However, Wimberly retained his position as Colliee-
tor and national committeeman. The conventlon recognized
Francis B. Williams sa chairmen of the state central
committee “‘5

In the cempaign of 1900 for McKinley and Roose-
velt, Vimberly let the lilywhites run the show. They
nominated candidates in all congressional districts.
They carried on & "clesan and decent” campaign but were
seriously handlcapped by the main lssuz of lmperialism.
As Republicans they had to support the annszation of Hawail,
Puerto Rico and the Philippines. Yet these were all sugar~
growing areas which would come into direct competition
with the loulsians planters, the econonmic group wost likely
to be attracted to the party. It was alao pointed ocut that
no satter what the leadership of the Republican party was
it would aslwaya be assoclated in the minds of Louislisnians
with reconstruction and radical rule and that would serve
to keep it down in louisiana.'®

45 Rew Orleans win-u—nouourax, August 18, 1@0@; Off -
cial rroceed :
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Officer appointment was being considered. Under every
Republioan regime since 1876, the position had been given
to s Negro. Roosevelt wanted to maintain the tradition but
the state orgenization endorsed a white man for the office.
If the President ignored the recommendation and appointed a
Regro he would offend the organization leaders and humil-
late their candidate, and if he appointed o white man he
would offend all Negro Republicans. Roosevelt got out of
the predicament by having the Seoretary of the Treasury
abolish the Naval 0ffice position in New Orleans by trans-
ferring the duties to the Surveyor of the Port.”>

The planters and business men who had become Re-
publicans sinee 1894 were firmly entrrenched in the posi-
tions of party leadership after 1902« The carpetbagger
and Negro elements were relegated to the background. The
lilywhites ’and their successors have been granted the
federal patronage in the state by every Republican admin-
istration since 1902. ‘The completensss of their wvictory
is seen when one scens the names of the men on the Repub-
lican campaign committee for the state election of 1904,

50 J. M. Hollend to Theodore Roosevelt, January 28,
1902, GRTD, Naval Office Applications; Roosevelt to Seore-
tary of the Treasury (Gage ), February 1, 1902, GRTD, Naval
orficer Applications.
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The roster reads like & planter and business directory of
louisiana: PF. B. Williams, W. E. HBowell, L. H. Pugh, H.
S. Suthon, PeariWight, Jules Godohaux, Henry McCall, Rufus
E. Foster, Jules Dreyfus, John A. Wogan, Charles F. Boagni,
C. C. Duson and E. A. Pharr.51 fThe 014 familisr names of
Kellogg, Warwoth, Leonard, Herwlg, and Demas sre absent.

The latter-day loulsians Republicans have main-

tained a skeleton party organization of leaders who have
participated in national conventions snd gernered the
federal apoils. They have offered only token resistance
te the Democrats because they held the same views on atate
issues a3 the conservative leadership of the Democracy.
The triumph of the lilywhites made the Republican party of
Leouisisna respectable~-but impotent.

51 letterhead of the Republican Stete Campaign
Committee for 1904, in Pharr Papers.
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APPENDIX A

Louisiana Reglstration 1878-1900%

YEAR WHITE

1878 TT2341

1880 85,451

1886 111,751

1888 125,407

1897 164,088

1898 ° Th,133

1900 125,437
Reglastration statistica found in Report of
ST-gtste of the Feate 5r ToulsTanao 1502-(5

196

NEGRO
v 78

78, 123”}’.

88,028 L.
110,885 . of —
128,150 |10°
130,344

12,908 . 5D

52320

the Secretal
ATon HOUge



CADDO VBOSS

iR £ WEBSTER  CLAIBORNE

wi sr

CARROL 1 CAST CRAM'S
8%x 11 Outline Map

LOUISIANA
U-T=W P N

COPYRIGHT

CALDWELL THE GEORGE F CRAM COMPANY
RED RIVER .
2eSOTO TENSAS INDIANAPOLIS
NATCHITOCHES CATAHOULA . .
samiNe rarislr es having more N
GRANT
N
gistrants than v
CONCOROIA
RAPIDES
VERNON
AVOYELLES
WEST FELICIANA) EAST WASHINGTON
" FELICIANA HELENA
POINTE
COUPEE
TANGIPAHOA
ATON ROUGETrt|VINQSTON
SAINT TAMMANY
ACADIA TOERVILL
SAINT MARTIN ASCENSION
LAFAYETTE SAINT JOHN
THE BAPTIST
SAINT JAM
VERMILION ORLEANS
CAMERON IBERIA ASSUMPTION SAINT
CHARLES SAINT
BERNAR
SAINT
SAINT MARYI MARTIN LaFOURCHE
PLAQUEMINES
TERREBONNE

92
Longitude West  of Greenwich

SWINUT—HFH HBW WidJIUI



APPENDIX B
Parishes Reporting a Majority of Negro Registrants 1878-1900#

Parish 1878 1880 1886 1888 1896 1898 1900

Ascension x
Assumption X
Avoyelles
Bossier

Caddo
Claiborne
Concordia
DeSoto

E. Baton Rouge
£. Carroll

E. Feliciana
Franklin
Imeria
Ibervilie
Jefferson
Madison
Morehouse
Natchitoches
15 Ward N. O.
16 ww xo 0.
Ouachita
Plaguemines
Pt. Coupee
Rapides

Red River
Richland

3t. Bernard
St. Charles
3t. James

St. John

8t. Martin
St. Mary
Tensas
Terrebonne
Webater

W. Baton Rouge
W. Feliclana

X

o

MMM HNMUMHMNMNNM

MM

MM ENMNMMNMMNNN HHEAMK MK MEEMNNHNMMHHNEMMNN
MM MUHMNHMNMN HHEM

HHE HMUMMENRMMNMNN HEMMMMMNHN MMM W MM HN
HHM MMM MMBMPNMHMMMNN MMM AMMMNEMEHENKE NHH UM

LR EERR B EREREERE SN BB .8 B8 5 B BN B_N SN T

oo

zx--Year Negro regilatrents were in & majority.
# Registration statistics found in Report of the Secre
of the State of louisiena, 1&9&<g§§§“tﬁufan Rougé .
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APPENDIX C

Comparative Vote for Goveraors
1876~1900

YEAR DENOCRATIC CANDIDATES

1876 Frenois T. Nicholls
1879 Iouis A, Wiltz

188% Samuel D. McEnery

- 1888 Franocis T. Nichollas

" 1892 Nurphy J. Foster
Samuel D. McEnery

1896 Murphy J. Foster
1900 William W. Heard

# Election Returns found in the

of the State of loulsiana, 1

VOTES REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES VOTES

84,487
74,008
88,794
136,746

9,388
7,037

116,216
60,206

Stephen B, Packard
Taylor Beattie
John A. Stevenson
Henry C, Warmoth

Albert H., Leonard
John E. Breaux

Eugene 5. Reems

T6, 47T
42,555
43,502
53,993

29,459
12,359

90,138
2,449

mmmmawmw,w.u@w

rt of the secretary of State
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APPENDIX D
Parishes Voting Republican in Gubernatorisl Elections®

Parish 1876 1879 188k 1888 1892 1896' 1900

Acadla X
Ascension X

Assumption ¥
Avoyelles
Bosailer

Caddo
Calcasieu
Caléwell
Catahoula
Claiborne
Concordia

E. Baton Rouge
E. Carroll X
Franklin
Grant
Iberia
Iberville
Jaskson
Jefferson
Lalfayette
Lafourche
Lincoln
Idvingston X
Madison
Hatchitoches
Plaguemines
Pt. Coupee
Rapides

Red River
Sadbine

St. Bernard
St. Charles
St. Helena
St. James
8¢t. John
St. landry
8t. Martin

8t. Mary X
X--Yoar Parish voted Republican
#--Republican-Populist Fusion Ticket

* The elestion returns by parishes are given in the %
S 10

of the Secretary of State of the 3tate Louls
m HoLge 0N ‘W&‘m [romiv sy m Mﬁ-‘-‘M
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APPENDIX D

{Continued)
Parishez Voting Republicmn in Qubernstorial Elections®
{(Continued)
Parish 1876 1879 188% 1888 18ge 1896% 1900
St. Tammeny X
Tensas X X
Terrebonne X b 4 ;4 X X
Union X
Vermilliion X
Vernon X
Washington X
Webster X
W. Baton Rouge X X b4
¥. Carreoll

T

¥, Feliciana

X--Year Parish voted Republican
#--Republicen-Populist Fusion Tisket

# The election returns by pariches ere given in the Report
"% 2
&

of the secret f state of the State of loulalsna
TButor Rouge: 15027, SEIoseF.
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APPENDIX B
Republican Senators in Louisiana legislature, 1877-1900%

1877-1879, Elected in 1876

Allain, Theophile T. (N) lth. Distriot
Breaux, John E. 12th. "
Bryent, A. J. (N 16¢h. "
Burch, J. Henri ﬁg 13@3 "
Cage, Thomas A. (N . "
Demas, Henry (K) 6th, "
Dumont, Andrew J. (N) 5th. "
Gla, Jaques A, (N) l’ﬁ}hv "
Harper, William (N) 21st. "
Landry, Plerre (N) he "
Stamps, T. B. (N th. "
Sutton, Isaae (N gth. Y
Twitchsll, K. H. (N) 2end. N
Wakefield, Samuel (K) 14%h. "
¥hesler, C. B, 1Tth. v
Young, David (M) 15th. "

- oldovers and 4 eleste OV, | .
1879-1880-- 7T hold and 4 elested in N 1878
Bryant, A. J. (N% 16th, District
Cage, Thomas A. (N) 9th. "
Cahen, Mayer (Elected) 9th. "
Delahoussaye, Oneziphore, Jr., (El) 1llth. “
Gla, Jaques A. (N) (Elected) 25%h . "
Harper, Williea (N) 2lst. "
Landry, Pierre (N) (Elected) 8th. "
Stamps, T. Bs (N Tthe ¥
Button, Isaac (N gth. "
Wheeler, C. B, i4th,. "
Young, Dave (N) 15¢h. "
1880-1884, Elected in Dec. 1879
Cahen, Kayer 9th. District
Demes, Henry (N th. "
Simms, Richard (¥) the "
Stewart, Jordan in; he "
Davideon, J. 8. (N 14th. "

® These names were compiled from A. K. Perkins, "Some Negro
Officers and lagislators in Loulsiens,” Journsl of Negro
Higteg, XIv {1929), 523-528 and the Loulslénd Sefiat
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APPENDIX E
Republican Senators in Loulsisna Legislature, 1877-1900%
(Continued)

© 1884-1888, Elected April, 1884

Cahan, Mayer o District
Bemas, Heury (N) e ist
Quichard, R. F. (X) isg, ¢
Slmms, Richard (N) Bth. "
Stewart, Jordan (N) oth. "
lm-m: Eiﬁﬁﬂﬂ April), 1888

Denas, Henry (nz Tthe Diatrict
830, Thos. A. X) gzhb "
Guiechard, R. F. 1%3) A8, u
Simms, Richard ( ) Xk 5 *

1852-~No Republicans in the senste.
1896~-1900--Elected April, 1896

Howell, W. E, oth. District
m, E. Ce ggt "
Watta, S. P. 1 ” w
Williams, P. B, 10th, "
1900-1916--Senate s0lidly Demooratio

1916--5 Progressives elscted
1920--Present-Senate so0lidly Democratilc

* e loers o Tagleiacors. in Lo i"f""*«?"%““%‘ “3““ Necro
[v) era glislators wislana gro
Bi“%xa Xxv {1929), 523-528 and tm" A %&ﬁﬁ!ﬂ'
ournels,
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APPENDIX F

Republican Members of the Loulaiana House of Representatives

1877-1900%

1877-1879--Elected in 1876
Barrett, E. J. Rapides Hill, Gloster (XN) Ascension
Barron, L. G. Natchitoches Holt, Oscar ¥W. Baton Roi
Bosisy, Andy Red River Johnson, W. W. én) Madison
Brooks, R. J. (K) St. Mary Jones, Milton (N) Pointe Coup
Srown, Charles F. (N) Jefferaon Keating, C. W. - Caddo
Burteon, Niocholas Carroll leonard, A. H. Caddoe
Gole, James S¢. John Iswis, John G. Hatehitoche:
Como, lLucien (N) 8t. James MoMillen, W. L. Carroll
Davidson, J. 8. (’) Iberville Keglolire, P. Avoyelles
Davy, Frank J. St. Landry Milon, A. E. Plaguemines
Delacey, W. J» R‘gﬁd&” RW s Ko Ratchitoche:
Dejoie, Aristide (N) Orleans Simms, Richard (N) 8t. James
Detiege, Emile (N St. Martin Sneser, L. A, ¢V Iberie

» Vincent (N) St. James Souer, L. J. Avoyelles
D » Wo Ho Nadison Stewart, J. Ross Tensas
Drew, Baptiste Rapides Tolliver N Concordia
Gantt, Elbert St. Lendry Walker, Robert J. Tensss
Gm; Wm. C. (‘) St. Mary Warmoth, H. €, Plaquemines
Gracien, George (N) Orleans Washington, George (N)Concordia
Bsbhn, Michael St. Charles
1879-1880--Eleated Kov. 5, 1878
Board, I. W. (mnd?g Terrebonne Dusote, Resair (N) Avoyelles (
Bourgeois, C. A, (N 3t. Chaa. Eatopinal, A. Sto(gﬂﬁw

‘Nationa

Brown, C. P. (K) Jefferson Fragier, T. M. lafourche
Carville, J. K. Iberville Hawkins, Governor (N) Madison
Cemo, Lucien (N St. James Hite, Momes Assumption
Coleman, Roy X)) Terrebhonne Mndr{, Eugene St. Mary
Davidson, J. 8. (R) Iberville Murrell, William (N) Madison
Demas, Henry (¥ st. John Smith, W. B. () St. Mavy
Detiege, Emile (N) St. Martin Veazey, P. A. Iberis
Barthelmy, 7. R. E. Carroll Warmoth, H. C. Plaguemines
Decuir, Gratien Pointe Coupee Wataon, C. H. sm(gﬁggﬁa

* These names were compiled from A. E. Perkins, "Some Negro Officers
snd legislators in louisiana," Journal of goﬁo History, XIV (1929),
n I

523-528 and the Louisiene House oFf Represe
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APPENDIX P
Republican Members of the Louisisne House of chrmentutiws

A8TT-1900m

(Continued )
1880-1884--Elected Des. 1879
Allain, T. T. (N) Iberville Mehoney, Herwry N; Plaguemines
Bulow, A. Assumption Pollard, :_Esham N Terrebonne
@mll.. Joahn (N St. John 8t. Clair, C, H. 5t. Mary
Plakersen, V. (N 3t. James Verrett, A. Iberville
Essex, George (N Terrebonne Williems, Enos (K) Terrebonne
Prazier, Thomas Lafourehe Yell, Wm. J. E. Carroll
Gardner, B. (x) Asswmption Young, Clemsnt Iberie
Heidenhain, Orleans Young, Devid (N) Concordis
Jackson, lnua i ; 8t. Mary Roach, leonard Jefferson
landry, Pierre (N Ascension
M--Shcted April, 1884
Allain, T. 7. XB) Iverville Ewell, B. B. (H) Assumption
BSourgeois, C. (§) 8t. Charles Gardner, B. (X) Assunption
Browm, C. P, (K) Jefferaon Iyons, G. W. (N Terrebonne
Cage, T. A. (¥) Terrebonne Mahoney, Hex N) Plaquenines
Davidson, J. 8. SN) Iberville Patty, J. F’fﬁ 5t. Mary
Dickerson, V. 3t. Jemes Posey, W. 3. (N 8t, Mary
1888-1892--Elected April, 1888
Allain, T. 7. (N) Ibervilie Dickeraon, V. (N) 8t. Jemes
Benjamin, Anthony E. Baton Rouge Gagne, H. 8. Terrebonne
mseau, C. A, (N} 8t. Charles oney, B (N) Plaquemines
Brown, C. F. (N) Jefferson Rochon, V. (x Sts Martin
Cayolle, John (x 8t. John Smith, C. M. ,N) Terrebonne
Davidson, J. S. (N) Iberville Willieas, J. J. B, Baton Ro
1892-1896--Elected April, 1892
Bourgeois, C. A. (N) 8t. Charles
Caldwell, Geo. B, Pointe Coupes
Cayolle, John (N) St. John

® These nemes were compiled from A. E. Perkins, "Some Negro Officers
end legislators in Louisiana," Journal of Negro History, XIV (1929),
52}-52% and the loulsiana Eousé OF REPresentatives Journals.
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APPENDIX F |
Republican Members of the Louisians House of Representatives
1877-1500
(Centinued)
1896-1900--Elected April, 1896

Bourgeois, C. A. (ﬁ) St. Charles

Buford. C. A. Terrébomne
Casacalw, Ho C. W, (l‘) E. Baton Rouge
Pugas, Honore Asaunption
e el o e
auria, Vio « Toammany
Nonnot, A. L. Iberis

Norey, B. J. St. Mary
0'3&111, W. A. 8%. M

1900-1916--House was 50lidly Democratic.
1916--12 Progressives elected.
1920 to present-—s0lidly Demccratlec.

& These names were oompiled from A. E. Perkine, "Some Negro Officers

and legislators in louisisns,” Journsl of Negro History, XIV (1929),
523-528 and the Loulsians x»&u%?prﬁﬁh StIves Journals.
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APFENDIX G

Comparative Vote for Presidential Electors»

1876-1900
YEAR DEMOCRATIC VOTES REPUBLICAN VOTES
1876 70,508 75,315
1880 65,067 38,628
1884 62,529 b6 ,347
1888 85,032 30,484
1892 87,922 26,563
1896 T12375 22,037
1900 53,671 14,233

* Election Returns are given in the Report of the secret
of State of the State of Loulsiaena, 2 (Baton Houge,

»
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APFERDIX H
Parishes Voting Republicen in Preajdential Elections®

PARISE 1880 1884 1888 1892 1896 1900

Ascension
Assumption
Concoxrdia
E, Baton Rouge
E. Carroll
Iiberia
Iberville
Jatayetie
aye
Lafourche
Lincoln
NMadison
Plaguenines
Pt. Coupee
Sabine
3t. Bernard
St. Charles
St. James
sSt. Jahn
St. Landry
St. Rartin
St. Mary
Terrebonne
W. Baton Rouge

»

X

PP PP KB
Eh

TR MMMK M

Ll

Pdd e
MM M oK M

PP PRMMM MMM
b b B
b

B DS M D B DR B D

X-~Parish voted Republican.

# Election Returns rar 1880 and 1884 are found in the Report
at the acarntggg tete of the State of Iauisiama,fzgﬁgf

Eleetion aoturnn by puriuhou for 1888 were found in the
wribunosgéggnag,_ng4?011tienl Register for 1889 (New York,

Election Returns by parishes for 1892, 1896 and 1900 were

found in ﬁhﬂ wor . _
Do 0 ot 10T Ajganes of 1893, pp. 343-344; of 185k,
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APFENDIX I

Candidates in Corgresaional Elections

18781900

YEAR DISTRICT REPUSLICAN

1878

1880

1884

1888

* Was elected.

I
II
IXI
v

v
VI

I
1r

v
v

vI

X
IX
I11
v
v
Vi

I
II
I1X
v
v
VI

X
II
III
by f
v
Vi

I
II
11X
v
v
VI

Hs Cv Castellanos

E. ¥. Cullom
Re O. Hebert

Jd« M. Wella

Js Te Ludeling
W. L. Larrimore

Ae J2 Ker

Micheael Hahn
« B Darrsall
s Ue WE.

R. H. Lanier

Alex Smith

A. C. Janin

 Kenry Demas (N)

%- 2& KQ}I@E

one
W. L. McMillen
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APPENDIX I
Candidatea in Gungruaieml Eleotions

1878~ 1900
(Continued)
YEAR DISTRICY REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT QTHER
1890 I H. C. Warmoth Adolph Meyer
II HE. D. GOoleman M. D. Lagan
IXI None Andrew Price
v None N. 0. Blanchard
v None G« J. Boatner Le J.« Guice (Po
VI None 8. M, Robexrtaon 5. W. Green (Po
1892 I Kone Adolph Meyer T. 3. Wilkinso
II Morris Merks Re. G+ Davey
IIX None Andrew Price Js 3. Willia(Ro
Iv None N. C. Blanchard Ls J+ Guioce Fo
\ 4 None ¢. J. Boatner R, P, Webb P@
VI None 3. M. Robertson J. mainpet?x‘
189% I He. P. Kernochan Adolph Meyer
1I H« D. Coleman ¢. P. Buck
IIX Taylor Beattie Andrew Price Je. ldghtner
v None He W, Osdlm B. Wo Baile .
v None €+ J. Boatner A, Benoit (Pop
Vi None 8. M. Robertson ¥. R, wihﬂ?p
o
1896 I A. Romain Adolph Meyer
II J. legendre R. C. Davey
I1X Taylor Beattie R. Broussard
v R. P. Bunter H. W. Ogden B. W. Bailey(®
v None 8. Te Baird A. Benoit (Pop
VI Ce. C. Duson S. M. Robertson W. Thompson(Po
1898 I F. ¥W. Keating Malm Meyer
IX F. B. Wicker Re Co Dﬂﬂy
I1X C. Fontlieu R. Broussard
Iv None P. Breazeale H. Brian (Pop.
\ 4 J. Taliasferro S, T. Baird H. Talisferro
Vi Rone 5. M. Bobertson
1900 I W. Brophy Adolph Meyer
I1 8. Hoaslip R C. Davey C. Zimmerman
Il F. B. ¥illiams R. Broussard
v E. K. Welch P. Breazonle
v H. E. Hardtner Je E. Ramsdell
vi J« H. Ducote S. M. Roberteson
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VITA

Filip Davis Uzee was born in Jennings, Loulsians,
November 5, 1914. He received Lils elementary and high
school education in the public schoola of Lafourche Parish,
Iouisianas. He was awarded the B. A, degres by Teacher's
College, loulsians State University in 1935. After tesach-
ing two years in Lafourche rarish, he was awarded a grad-
uate fellowship in the Department of History, Louisiana
State University, and received his M. A. degree in 1938.
He continued graduate work in history until he becams an
instructor in social sciences at John McNeese Junior
College, ILake Charles, loulziana for the session 1941-1942.
From 1942 to 1946 he served in the United States Army.
Since 1546 he has been an instructor in the Department of
History, Louisiana State University.
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