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ABSTRACT

A bilographical study of Henry W. Allen, one of Louisiena's
very capable and most respected nineteenth century statesmen,
has long been overdue. Only one effort has been made to
treat this subject: that was in 1866 only a few months after
his death and at a time when many of the records were not
available. This study is based upon newspapers, manugeript
correspondence, United States census reports, deeds, mortgage
records, assessment and tax rolls, and other county and atate
records in Louisiana, Mississippi, Missourl, Texas, and
Virginia,

Henry Watkins Allen, brigadier general and wartime
governor of Louisiana, was born near Farmville, Virglnia,
April 29, 1820, His father moved to Missouri in 1833; four
yoears later Allen left home and established himself as a
tutor in the home of Williem R. McAlpine, a prominent planter
at Grand Gulf, Mississippl.

The Clalborne County records in Port Gibson and in the
Department of Archives and History at Jackson roveal that
between 1837 and 1852 Allen practiced law, served six months
in the Texas army, was for one term an active member of the
lower House of the Mississippi legislature, and operated a
cotton plantation. He also purchased & large smount of land
in Mississippl, lLouislana, and Texas during this period. In
1844 Allen marrlied Salome Ann Crane, the daughter of &
prominent Clalborne County planter. RElght years later Allen
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disposed of his property in Mississippl and went to Louislana,

Allen's life in west Baton Rouge was that of the aristo-~
cratic, well-to~do plantation owner in the ante~bellum days.
The West Baton Rouge Parish records show that he acquired a
half interest in westover, a §300,000 sugar plantation, which
later wa® divided. Allen named his portion of the estate
Allendale and erected on it a fine brick home, Negro cabina,
& sugar mill, and the other necessary bulldings for operating
2 sugar plantation. Two men ware associated with Allen at
different times in operating his plantation which permitted
him to give much of his time to public lirfe.

He alded in bullding plank roeds and in sscuring the
Baton Rouge, Opelousas, and Grosse Tete railroad for his
parish and was zeslous in organizing the sugar planters.
ﬁuring the 1850's Allen traveled in the United States and
Europe and, acoording to the records of the alumni office,
in the swmmer of 1854 he was in Cambridge and attended
classes at Harverd University. while traveling, Allen wrote
letters under the psuedonym of "Guy Mannering® and had them
published in a Baton Rouge paper.

Allen was very aective in politics. He was a member of
the Whig perty in Misalissippl and after couing to Loulsiana
he gontinued his alignment with the organization until it
wag replaced by the American or EKnow Nothing group about
1856, Allen wes a member of the Americen party until 1859
when he afflliated with the Democratic organization., He
supported Breokinridge in 1860 and after the election resulis
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were made known he became a rabld secesslonlst. Allen served
in the legislature from 1858 to 1861; and the legislative
Journals, actsa, commlttee reports, newspapers, and other
documents show that he was very active in the assembly.

When the Civil war bdegan, Allen jolned the Delta Rifles
as a private and within three years had been appointed a
brigadisr general by President Davis. He was also comnmis-
sioned a major general of the lLoulsiana troops by Governor
Moore. Allen received & wound in the battle at Baton Rouge
which incapatitated him for about a year and disabled him
for the remainder of his life.

As Governor of Louisiana Allen made his name a household
word among the people of Arkansas, Loulsiana, Missouri, and
Texas. To supply the needs of the state he established a
cloth factory, turpentine still, leboratory for making
medicines, and iromn foundry. Allern purchased cotton and
sent i1t through Texas to Mexlco where it was exchanged for
medicines, cloth, paper, and other articles. This part of
the study is based primarily upon the Confederate records
preserved by Allen and left at the close of the war with
John M. Sandldge who delivered them to the Federal officials.
These sources consist of a letter book, leglslative journals
and sots, treasury records, and other state documents. They
are in The National Archives and have been used for the first
time in a Loulsiana study. Two manuscript collections sup-
plied valuable information in the preperation of this portion
of the work. (ne consists of about forty letters from Allen
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to Doctor Bartholomew Egan and are ncw in possession of his
granddaughter, Miss Lavine Egan, at Mount lLebanon, Louislana;
the other is the officlal correspondence of Governor
Pendleton Murrah of Texas.

After the war closed, Allen, like many other Confederate
lsaders, preferred exile to arrest and imprisonment; so he
went into Mexlco, where he spent the last nine months of his

life., Allen edited a newspaper, the Mexican Times, which is

one of the primary sources for this portion of the study.
The writer also used the papers of Matthew Maury and the
official correspondence between William H. Seward and the

United States officlals in Mexico Cilty.
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Chapter 1
THE ALLEN FAMILY

In the southern part of Virginla near the foothills of
the Blue Ridge mountains lies Prince Edward County. This
region is about forty miles socuthwest of Richmond and is situ-
ated between two historic places = Amella and Appomattox
Courthouses, Farmville, a lively little town of 4,000 people,
1s the county seat today, and it has been the center of the
county's activities since the eighteenth century. Hampden-
Sydney College, a Presbyterian school and one of Virginiar's
oldest, is located about six miles southwest of F&rmville.l
Many of the people who settled in this tobacco growing sec-
tion of Vvirginia in the eighteenth century were staunch
Presbyterians with French Huguenot blood flowing in their
veins, Among the leading families were the Allens, Watkins,
Venables, Woodsons, and Michauxs. Their names are linked
indelibly with the history of Virginla and Prince Edward
County, for many of them were distinguished 1n the civil and
military affailrs of their state and nation.2

The Allen family came %0 Prince Edward from Cumberland
County, where the original members of the family had settled

1 Hampden-8ydney College, established in 1775 as an
academy by the Hanover Preshbytery, was incorporated in 1783
as a college with Patrick Henry and James Medison among the

board of directors, The college has had a continuous history
and has never changed its location, Franklin H. Hooper (ed.),
Encyoclopedia Britannica, 24 vols. (New York, 1936), XI, 137.

% James %, Alexander, The Life of Archibald Alexander,
first Professor in the Theological Seminary &t Princeton
[Rew York, 1854), 178-18%. -

1



2
a8 emigrants in the seventeenth century. Thomas Allen, the
son of Colonel Charles and Mary Venable Allen, was born in
Prince Edward County near Farmville, July 16, 1789, and was
the fourth son in a famlly of six c¢hildren. He had two
brothers, Samuel V. and Jemes R. His sistera were Mary V.,
Fanny R., and Judith Ann Woodson.S Thomas, after receiving
an elementary education, entered Hampden-Sydney College in
1807 and remsined there for three years; then he entered the
medical department of the University of Pennsylvanie in

Philadelphia and in two years completed the work for his

degree.*

The young doctor returned to Prince Edward in 1812,
began the practice of medieine, and soon became a practition-

er of distinetion., Two years later Doctor Allen married his

cousin, Ann Venable Watkins,5 the daughter of Captain Thomas

watkins who had participated in the American Revolution.6
In 1883 Doctor Allen purchased from George I, Hunt for
$£2,157.50 approximately 215 acres of land on which he settled

3 This informaetion was supplied by william S. Morton, Farm=
ville, Virginla, who 1s a descendant of the Allen family.

4 A. J. Morrison, Dictionary of Blography, Hampden-Sydney
Alumni (Lynchburg, 1921), 141.

rince Edward county (Virginia) Marriage Bond license
Book, 1800-1850, in Prince Rdward County courthouse, Farm-
ville, 71rginia. The marriage bond was 1ssued ?ebruary 23,
1814 to Thomes Allen and Ann V. Watkins. The date of the
marriage was not given, In other records Mrs. Allen eigned
her name as Nency Allen.

6 Captain watkins raised a troop of soldiers, "The
Virginia Dragoons", in Prince Edward County and participated
in the battle at Guilford Courthouse March 15, 1781, Freancils
B. Heitman, Historical Reglster of (Offiocers of the Continental

puring the Wer ol evol"‘ﬂon, April 4,7 1775 to
ecember, ﬁ?ﬁ!‘(ﬁhshf'gf““ 5.




3

and lived for the next ten years.7 The property lay on both
banks of Briery River, which is a few miles east of Farmville.
‘In the next decade Doctor Allen increased his holdings to
about 584 acres.8 In this section of Virginia tobacco was
the chief crop, and it is reasonable to suppose that he en-
gaged in agricultural pursuits because he owned twenty-four
slaves and a large amount of 1and.9
The home of the Allen famlly was located on Briery River
about two miles from Farmville and a short distance from
"High Bridge", which was to become famous in later years.
Between Allen's home and Farmville stood "Logwood", for many
years the home of Virginia's famous jurist and legislator,
Judge Peter Johnston, who was the father of Joseph Eggleston
Johnston, commander of the Western Army of the Confederate
States. Adjoining the Allen plantation was the property of
Benjamin Price, the father of Sterling Price. The latter
won fame as a general of the Miasourl forces during the Civil
War.lo
Seven children were born to the Allens while they were

living in Virginia: Nathaniel V., William L., Henry Watkins,
Mary V., Elizabeth Ann, Charles Beverly, and Richard G.ll

7 Prince Edward County Deed Book, XVII, 603.

8 Ibid., XXI, 83.

9 UnTted States Census Reports, MSS., Population in Prince
Edward County, Virginia, 1830, XXXIX, 1l11. All census records

used in this study are in the Bureau of the Census, Depart-
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C.
10 Prince Edward County Deed Book, XXI, 83; Alexandria
Louisiana Democrat, May 23, 1866,
3arah A. Dorsey, Recollections of Henry watkins Allen,

Brigedier-General Confederate States Army, BX-Governor oOf
Lou?sIana (New York, 18868), 20; United States gensus
Reports, MSS., Population in Prince HEdward gounty, Virginis,
1830, XXXIX, 111.
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Henry Watkins, the third son of Doctor Allen, was born April
29, 188().12 His early life was much like that of other boys
living in Prince Edward County in the early part of the
nineteenth century. When old snough 10 attend sochool, Henry
went to live for a time with his unele, Samuel V. Watkins,
who taught a neighborhood school. Just what kind of a stu-
dent he was we do not know, but Sarah Dorsey described him
as being "distinguished for his aptness to learn™ and "for

his high toned honor and politneaa.“la

His education in
Yirginia was terminated at an early age because the Allen
family moved to Missourl in 1833.

About 1830 Henry's mother died, leaving the father with
a family of amall ohildren.l‘ Three years later Doctor Allen
sold his property consisting of a home and about 369 acres
of land to Joseph G. Williams for 34,566.5715 and prepared
to carry his family to Missourl where he had purchased some
land.

Doctor Allen and his brother, James R. Allen, had ac-
quired large landholdings, prineipally in Ray County, in the
western part of Missouri, Some of this land had been pur-
chased as early as 1821 by the two brothers and held Jointly
by them until Dooctor Allen was ready to take his family to
the West. The property was then divided, and Dootor Allen

12 Dorsey, Recolleotions of Henry Watkins Allen, 23;
Douglas Southall Freeman, "Henry watkins Allemn,? 1n

Diotio%%§¥ of é§srican Bicgganhz 20 vols. (New York,

13 Dorsey, Rooollectiona of Henry Watkins Allen, 23.

14 Mrs. Allen dled sometime a er the census report was
made in 1830 and before May &, 1833,

15 Prinoce Edward County Deed Book, XXI, 85. A portion




acquired the title to about 1,180 acres in Ray County near
the town of Lexington.l6
In Missouri Doctor Allen continued the practice of
medicine and also established himself as ons of the larger
landowners in that section of the state. H1ls home, "East

Hill,™ located near Lexington, was one of the mosat beautiful

places in western Missouri;lv Doctor Allen married a Mrs.

Scott after his removal to Missouri, but there were no chlld-
ren from this union.18 When the father died in 1850, he left

an estate consisting of twenty slaves, household articles,

farm implements, and 2,660 acres of 1and.lg The property

exclusive of the land and home was valued at $12,930,

The children of Doctor Allen began leaving home within
a few years after arriving in the West. Mary, the elder
daughter, married Philip L. Edwards and later moved to
california.zo RElizabeth Ann, the younger sister, merried
Ephraim B. Ewlng, who became attorney general and then a
member of the Supreme Court of Missouri. The eldest son,
Nathaniel V., went with a Missouril company to Texas in 1842

of his land was s0ld in 1828.

17 Information supplied by a descendant of the Allen
family, Mrs. Guy Blackmer, 1642 Kingsburg Boulevard, St.
Louis, Missouri.

18 Ibid.,; Morrison, Dictlonary of Biography, Hampden-
Sydney College, 14l; Ray county (MIﬁaour§j %nven OTy Records,

n Ray County courthouse, Riohmond, Missouri, B, 127.

19 Ray County Inventory Records, B, 1237.

20 vielter B. Davis and Daniel 5. Durrle, An Illustrated
History of Misasouri Comprising its Early Record, and Clvil,
Fo cal, and Milltary History from Lhe Zirst Expioration
to the Present Timé, Including ... Biographical okeitches of
PromInent Gitizens .... (St. %ouis, ), 460-61; Dorsey,
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 20,




and was killed in the war with Mexico. The second son of
Dootor Allen, william L., served a term in the Seminole Wars
of Florida then returned to Missouri, where he died early in
the 1840'8.81 The fourth son, Charles Beverly, graduated
from the University of Missouri in 1850 and dled sometime
before 1858.82 Richard G., the youngest member of the family,
Joined General Sterling Price's command, participated in the
Mexican war, returned to Missourl, and about ten years later
went to calirornia.23

Henry wWatkins Allen, the third son of the family, lived
in Missouri only four years. He worked for a time in the
store of S. B. Stramacke in the town of Lexingtona4 but be-
came dissatisfled with the place and left to enter Merion
College at Palmyra, Missouri. This was a Msthodist school
under the direction of Reverend Hyram P. Goodrich, D. D.,
who had been a friend of Doctor Allen when they lived in
Virginia, where Doctor Goodrich was a professor in the Theo-

5

logical Seminary at Farmyille.a While Henry wes in school

21 Davis and Durrie, Illustrated History of Missouri, 508-
9; Dorsey, Recollections of Henry watkins Allen, 20.

———

22 Dorsey, Hecollections of Henry watkins Allen, 20; In-
formation supplled by the Reglstrar of the University of
Missouri.

23 porsey, Recollectlons of Henry Watkins Allen, 20.

24 Mexico CITy Mexican Times, December 30, 1860. After
the Civil war Allen weni to Mexico City where he established
this paper.

25 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 23;
Alexandria LoulsYana Democrat, November L, 1885. Marion
College was founded in 1861 Dy Willlam Muldrow, Doctor David
Nelson, and Doctor David Clark in Marion County about twelve
miles west of Palmyra. Parties in New York suppllied the
capltal to buy about 5,000 acres of land and erect bulldings
worth 70,000, The college, under the influence of the
Methodist Episcopal church, operated for about ten years when
it proved a flnancial fallure and was abandoned. Howard L.




a Missouril militia officer insulted hls father. when the
young and impetuous Henry heard of the affair, he went im-
mediately to the officer and demanded an apology or else a
resort to "the code."” The militia officer realized the
seriousness of the threat and lost mo time in making friends
with Doctor Allen. This marked the first of Allen's chal-
lenges to a duel, but as we shall see later, he had other
ooccasions to demand,"satisfaction."ge
Henry, after spending two years in ocollege, returned

home but discovered that it was difficult to live under the
striot rule maintained by his father. 1In the year 1837,
after some misunderstandings with his father, the young man
of seventeen years left "East Hill" and made his way south
where he was destined to carve out an illustrious career
for himself.
conrad (ed.), Enoyclopdia History of Mlssouri: A Compendium
of Histor andfﬁf%""ﬁzﬁ*“fBE'ESE%}’ﬁbTerence, 6 vols., (New
York, TOI0) - Tvo 100

26 porsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 24.




Chapter II
TEACHER, LAWYER, AND FARMER IN MISSISSIPPI
1837-1862

on the banks of the Misslssippi River midway between
the cities of Vvicksburg and Natchez stood in the ante-bellum

period the town of Grand Gulf, which was the third most im-
portant place in the state. Founded in 1828, it acquired a
population of 1,000 within a decade and boasted two fine
hotels, a boarding house, 8ix dry good stores, several com-
mission houses, a number of grocery stores, a bank, a tin
shop, and several lawyers and physicians.l Bight miles south-
east of Grand Gulf was the historic town of Port Gibson,
founded in 1788 by Samuel Gibson as Gibson's Port. The neme
changed to Port Gibson 1n 1803 and the town was incorporated
in 1811. By 1840 it had about sixty families and a popu-
lation of approximately 600.2

1 Port Gibson Correspondent, August 2, 1839; Dunbar
Rowland, Mississi » & vols., (Atlanta, 1907), I, 420-23;
Robert Lowry and WiIliam.H. MoCardle, A History of Mississippi
from the Discovery of the Great River by Hernando De30to ...
Yo the Death of Jefferson Davls (Jackson, MIssissippl, 1891),
459. Grand Gulf no longer exists as a town. Only one or two
Negro cabins mark the place today (1940). Much of the origi-
nal townsite has long since caved into the Missiesippl River,
but there remain even to this day a few landmarks indicating
where some of the streets were laid out. On a hill over-
looking the townsite are the remains of the old cemetery
which has been left to the ravages of nature. There are many
tombs which carry names of the prominent people of ante-
bellum days. Some of them are McAlpine, Torrey, and bBrenham.
The Federal forces burned Grand Gulf in 1862 and it has not
been restored.

2 New Qrleans Times-Picagune and New Orleans States,

v;

January 28, February &6, L9 Lowry and McCardle, A History
of Mississippl, 459. -

8



The two places were the important towns in Claiborme
County, whioch in 1840 had a combined white and black popu-
lation of 13,078.5 By 1850 Port Gibson's population had in-
ereased to 1,110 but Grand Gulf's had decreased to about 600.
Although the latter ocontained comparatively few people, it
was an important port and shipped annually about 40,000 bales
of cotten.*

Henry Watkins Allen came down the Mississippl River from
Missourl by boat and got off at Grand Gulf. There was no
particular reason for stopping at that point as he had no
acquaintances there, nor was he sure of finding employment.
However, the determined young man with a charming personality
and an affable nature resolved to seek his fortune in that
section of Mississippl. Allen soon sscured employment as a
teacher in the home of William R. McAlpine, who lived only a
few mlles northeast of Grand Gulf.5 He served as tutor to
the children of the McAlpine famlly for about two years and

3 United States Census Reports, MSS., Population in
Claivorne County, Mississippi, 1840, I, 76.

4 Port Gibson Correspondent, August 8, 1839; Lowry and
- McCardle, History of Misslssippi, 459.

8 Dorsey, Hecollections of ﬁonr watking Allen, 85; Port
Gibson Correspondent, August &, IE%Q; Joale Frazed cappleman,
"Loocal Tncidents of the War Between the States,” in Missis-
sippl Historical Soclety, Publications (0xford, Mississippi,
1898-1914), IV (1901), 79.” Mosl of the biographies of Allen
say that he taught a school in Grand Gulf but there is no
evidence to substantiate thls conclusion. The members of the
McAlpine family were Edward, Danlel V., Agnes, Roderick,
Emma, Mary M., and William 8. The father was one of the
leading planters in Claiborne (ounty, a aslaveowner, member
of the Whig party, and one of the directors of the Port
Gibson Bank. In 1850 he owned property valued at $12,000,
Tax Roll for Claiborne County, Mississippl, 1842, in the
Department of Archives and History, Jackson; United States

Censug Reportis, MS88., Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in
Claiborne County, Mississippil, 1850, 1L, 243,




10
became a very close friend of the older boys.

While teaching in the McaAlpine home, Allen prepared him-
self for the legal profession by studying at night. He took
the oath as an attorney and was licensed to practice law in
Mississippl on May 285, 1841, before Judge George Coalter of
the circguit court in the first distriet.s Allen entered the
legal field and continued to practice law in Grand Gulf until
he lert the state in 1862. According to the records of the
court in Claidorne County, he was a very busy lawyer at every
seasion of the court during the 1840'5.7

In 1842 Henry became interested in the cause of Texas
which attracted attention throughout the United States at
the time. Texas had won its independence from Mexico in 1838
and had been recognized by the United States as an indepen-
dent nation. During the administration of the second Presi-
dent, Mirabeau Bonaparte Lamar, an effort was made to break
up & flourishing trade between the United States and Mexico
by diverting its course from Santa ¥e through Texas. 1In
June, 1841, a Texas expedition under General Hugh McLeod
left for Santa F¢ but the perty arrived before the town in &
half atarved condltion, and without striking a blow surren-
dered to the Mexican Governor Armljo. The Texans were sent
to various prisons in Mexico and detained until June 13, 1842,
when all but one were released.e

6 Claiborne County Circult Court Minute Books, H, (1840-
1842), 143, in Port Gibson courthouse.

7 Claiborme County Circult CQourt wWrit Document Book,
(1844-1850), in Port Gibson courthouse. This contains a list

of the cases and the names of the lawyers connected with
them for each term of court.

8 For information on the origin of the war, see H. Yoakunm,
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Ceneral Ssm Houston became president of the Republic in
December, 1841, and did not have long to wait before hostili-
ties with Mexico were renewed. In March of the following
year a Mexican army occupied Gollad, sSan Antonio, Refugio,
and Vvictoria, but retired after a few days, taking all the
loot they could carry away. BExaggerated reports about the
occupation of the south Texas clties and the treatment of the
Santa Fé prisoners enraged the people of Texas and stirred
public opinion in the United States, The people of Texas de-
manded action agalnst the invaders and forced President
Houston to 1ssue the call for the army, although the Presi-
dent knew that Texas was not prepared for a war and could
not properly equip an army for such an engagement. On March
10 Houston issued a call for the militia and on the next day
he wrote the Texas consul at New Orleans stating the con-
ditions under which he could receive emigrants from the
United statea.g It was the plan of the President to rendez-

vous the troops at Corpus Christi for defense against Mexican

Original Narratives of Texas History and Adventure: History
of %exas Trom its First Gettlement In 1565 to 1ts Annexatlon
To The United Statés In 1848, 2 vols. (Austin, Texas, 1935),
1T, 323-84; Eugene (. Barker, Readings in Texas History
(Dallas, 1929), 262-65; NathanIeél W. Gtephenson, Texas and
the Méxican war (Allen Johnson [ed.) The Chronicles of —
Imerican History, 50 vols. |New Haven, 1921 , XXIV), Ll-11%.
9 Barker, Rreadings in Texas Hlstory, 364. President
Houston wrote the oconsul that all men must have "a good rifle
or musket, with a cartouch dbox, or shot pouch and powder
horn, with at least one hundred rounds of ammunition, a good
knapsack and six months' c¢lothing, and enter service for six
months subject to the laws of Texas. They must be landed
for the present at some point west of the Brazos River, with
eight days' provisions. No number less than fifty-six in
companies well organized will be received, and on landing
each commandant will report to the secretary of war for orders."
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inraaiona.lo
The people of the United States were interested in the
affairs of Texas because of the close racial ties, famlly
connections, and economic and politlcal assoclatlons betwsen
the two republics. In order to facilitate the sending of aid
to Texas, President Houston appointed representatives in the
United States to supervise the ralsing of funds and volunteers,
Major B. Gillesple was the general agent for the United
States with headquarters in New Orleans; C, W. Webber of
Kentucky was a subordinate agent; and A. 8. Lipscomb was
egent at Hobile.ll
Public meetings were held in New Orleans, Mobile,
Charleston, Memphis, Philadelphia, and many smaller towns to
arouse interest in the Texan's cause, raise funds, and secure
volunteers for the war. The people of Moblile, who were very
active in the cause of Texas, met in March to discuss plans
for sending aid to Texas and a committee of twenty-one was
appointed to receive funds. The clitizens of Mcbile responded
to the ocall, about $1,000 was soon forwarded to President
Houston, and later a vessel was equipped end sent over for
the navy.lz
In Memphis, Tennessee, Colonel F, S, Latham, & prominent
13 Goueioa tegrat, e Tenes foptpuer, e 5, 10
%259§ Da%is g¥'32332§:1%§§£§hpiogen :ﬁfgggte& aggﬁz";ggngggis
at New Orleans but, apparently, resigned in order to go to

Texas. Major Gillespie was then appointed.
12 port Gibason correagondent, March 26, 1842; Houston

Morning 8Star, Apri y 81, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Tesas Resister, March 30, April 27. 1848
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editor of the city, led the movement to ralse funds and se-~
cure volunteers for the Texas "Wolf Hunt," as the editors
called the war with Mexico. They subscribed $300, enlisted
fifteen or twenty soldiers, and appointed a committee of ten
to receive additional contributions for Texaa.13

The people of Jackson, Port Gibson, and Natchez, Missis~
sippi, expressed thelr interest in Texas by holding public
gatherings. The citizens of Jackson met early in April and
made plans to send aid to the young republic.14 Port Gibson
held its meeting on April 2 with a number of prominent citi-
zens of Claiborne County present. (Colonel Richard Parkinson
was chairman, snd Major Henry G. Ely was secretary. Parmenas
Briscoe, well-known legislator of Misaissippi, wes made

chairman of the committee on resolut:lons.l5

The committee's
recommendations were characteristic of the spirit of the
public gatherings held in the interest of Texas. They re-
ported that the relations between the two republics were most
cordial because they had the seme i1deals, that Texas ought
to be free, and that any interest which Mississippl had in
Texas was honorable. They condemned Mexioco's treatment of
the Santa P8 group as infamous end tyrannical and as charac-
teristic of the Mexlcan people. The committee recommended
that, 1f President Tyler d4id not move at once to defend the
13 Houston Morning sStar, April 19, 1842. Members of the
committee weré'ﬁEISfﬁﬁT'ﬁIbkman, Doctor W. Cchristien, David

Parker, F, S, Latham, W. Howard, Major J. B, Mosley, end
Charles Stewart.

14 Tbid., April 21, 1842.

15 Port Giveon Correspondent, April 9, 1842. Members of
the committee were: James Mason, John Kercheval, and Doctor
P, Welton Todd.,
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United States flag and peopls, they should act on thelr own
initiative. The mesting adopted the resolutions and then
appointed a commlttes of fifteen to recelve donations and to
correspond with the Toxana.;s Already Henry W. Allen had
enlisted a few volunteers and was on his way to the Texas
"Wolf Hunt"™ by Mareh 30. Thosa accompaning him from Grand
Gulf were William C. Parke, Samuel A. Williams, John M.,
Masslie, and Daniel F. Barney.17

Natchez held its first meeting for the aid of Texas on
April 3, with Captain Noah Barlow in the chair and Walter
Hickey, well-known newspaper man, acting as secretary.
Speeches were msade by L. M. Day, General John A, Quitman,
and L. Sanders. Shortly after the meeting adjourned, some
twenty-six volunteers met and elected Walter Hickey ocaptain
and John Dixon 1ieutenant.18 On April 8 this well-equipped

group left Natchez on the steamer Ambassador for New Orleans

where they remained until April 16 before leaving for Texas.lg
A third group of about fifty volunteers came from Holly
Springs, in northern Mississippl, under the leadership of W.

. 16 Members of the commititee were: John Rall, J. E. Calhoun,
R, R. sharkey, J. N. Harding, T. D. Jeffers, G. H., Evans, G.
8. Torrey, J. G, Hastings, J. B. Thrasher, R. Parkinson, R.

7. Archey, V., Stamps, R. Valentine, Doctor Walter Rossman,
and Joseph Brock.

17 Port Gibson Correspondent, April 23, 1842; Natchez
Dailg courier, april I, EEIE

Watchez Iree Trader. April 4, 1842.

19 New Orleans paily Picayune, April 9, 10, 12, 1848.
The Natchez company arrived in New Orleans and blvouacked at
the cotton shed on Magazine street. ILater they went down to
Fort Jackson where they remained until their departure for
Texas. Natochez Dally Courier, April 18, 1842. The roll of
the company from Natchez and Adams countles was: Walter
Hickey, captain, John Dixon, first lleutenant, P. M. Hitcheock,
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G. Wilson of Tennesaea.30 They left New Orleans for Texas

in aprin. 2t

It is evident that many men and muoh aid was sent from
the United States to Texas, but the number of soldiers and
the amount of money and provisions contributed to the young
republic is unknown because of the diplomatic circumstances
surrounding it and the dearth of records for the period.az
Gearzia, Alabema, and Mississippl sent more men into Texas
than d4id any other section of the United States. Most of
the troops went by boat from New (Orleans to Galveston or
Houston, and then transferred to their camp near Corpus
Christi. Some troops went overland via Alexandria, and others
took the Shreveport and Marshall route. Volunteers began

sergeant, E. (. Deadman, Wwalter De Minthern, T. F, Sanders,
Z. Kelly, L. D. Kirby, C. M. Beck, F, B, Flores, C. M. Amos,
D. G. Kenner, Samuel Yates, Robert Cote, Thomas Mooze, C. H.
HcMurray, John Conway, John W. Corbin, Charles Gouveneaux,
John Dpavis, William Hamrick, William Fulcher, wWilliam Perrot,
Thomas Lumley, Thomas Philips, M, Fitzgerald, Edward Davis,
Thomas Kelly, James Conway, Patrick Boyle, W. J. Montgomery,
Thomas McCollum, Henry Williams, Edwin Caldwell, william B.
Joy, Robert Dunocan, L. S. Knowles, James Young, Abraham
Monteith, Richard R. Howard, E. Olney, F. Mullhzlern, William
Conner, and P. Gullmer. Ibid.,

20 wilson was the son of George Wilson, one of the oldest
editors in Tennessee, He was a graduate of Nashville
University.

21 New Qrleans Daily Picayune, april 10, 1842; Houaton
Telegraph and Texas Register, Eeptemhor 21, 1842,

25 TES Charleston Qourler, June 8, 1842, reported the
following amounts coniributed from the various cities to aid
Texas: New Orleans, $17,000 and 1,000 men; Mobile, §$14,000
and 500 men; Tuscalogsa, Alabama, $4,000 and 100 men; Natchez,
$6,000 and 500 men; Columbus, Georgla, $3,000 and 75 men; and
Augusta, Georgia, §8856. These figures are surely too high
because no such information has been found concerning the
contributiona of New (Orleans end the cities in Mississippi.
The number of men is certalnly too large because there were

never that many men in the volunteersg' camp near Corpus
Christi.
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arriving early in April, and emong the first to reach Houston
was Captain Allen and a portion of a company from Mississippl
which was called the Mississippl Guards.za on Aprll 9 the

Morning star reported that 150 well-armed men had come over

from New Orleans and Moblle. Volunteers from verious points
in the Unlted States continued to land in Texas for the "Wolf
Hunt® during the months of May and J’une;24 and Captain B, 0.
Payne, with twenty-one men, was reported making an overland
trip from Alexandria, Loulslana, in August.as

While the Mississippi Guards were in Houston awalting
transportation to Corpus Chrisgti, they were addressed by
President Houston. Captain Allen, in his characteristic

manner, responded with much eloquanee.gs On May S5 Allen*s

company with two others left Houston for Corpus Ghriati,gv

and in June five more companies departed for the camp on the

Nueces River,
A portion of the Texas militia had been stationed at

25 Houston Telegraph and Texas Reglster, April 13, l842.
Allen arrived In ﬁousgon April B. ' ’

24 See New (Orleans Dail¥ Picayune, April 9, May 5, 1842;
Houston Morning Star, April 5, ¢ and May 17, 184%; Houston
Telegraph and Texas Reglster, May 4, 1842.

Eg HousTon Horning gfar, August 2, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register, August 3, 1842.

28 Houston Morning Star, April 14, 1842,

27 Misalesipl Free Trader and Natchez Daily Gazette, May
9, 1842; Houston Morniug oter, May 6, 1848. companies
1isted were: Captaln 30% ¥. Allen, Galveston Invicibles;
Captain H. W. Allen, Mississippl Guards; and Captain John B.
on;g, Georgla vol?ntaers.

Houston Morning Star, June 28, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register, gune 29, 1842. The captains lisTed were
H. stevens, gf. louis; walter Hickey, Natchez; B. Symmes,
Tuscaloosa; Jere (Clements, Huntsville, Alabama; and one
company from Perry County, Alabama, without & captain.
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Corpus Christi before the volunteers from the United States
arrived. The number of men there is unknown, but early in
April it was reported that between 300 and 500 men including
the recently arrived soldilers from the United States, were

29

at the camp. Oon May 3 Captain Hitchcock of the Alabama

company arrived in Galveston and stated that there were over
300 volunteers at the oamp.so

Barly in April Colonel Clark L. Owen was placed Iln charge
of the troops near Corpus Christi, but toward ths end of the
month Colonel Thomas Casey arrived from Galveston with orders
from President Houston to take command of the oamp.al This
change in commanding officers caused some dissension among
the soldiers; so both men were removed and Adjutant General
James Davis of Mississlippi was placed in control.52 The
General found his army on the Nueces River at @amp Lipantitlan
poorly organized and with very little food. He appointed a
quartermaster who had difficulty in securing tents, clothing,
and provisions during the month of May, but in June they were
well supplied with beef, sugar, and coffee.33

The only time General Davls and these troops experienced
any fighting was on July 7 when a poorly organigzed force of
about 700 Mexicans under Ceneral Gansales attacked them.
There were, at the time, about 200 volunteers in the camp

gg gggg??qiggrnfnfagg%g, April 16, 1842.

31 1b1d., May 10, l842.

32 Ibid., May 10, 17, 1842; Yoakum, Original Narratives
of Texas History and Adventure, II, 358.

oakum, rigindI‘EarraElvos of Texas History and
Adventure, II,
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and only 50 of these were mounted; however, they repulsed
the enemy with little dirfioulty.34 Soon after this attack
General Davis moved the soldiers north of Arranses Bay and
encamped near Lamar.as

The young adventurous American troops, restless with
camp life, soon began to quarrel among themselves and to com=-
plain when they wers not allowed to engage the Mexicans in
battle, for they had come to Texas to fight and not to ait
141y &n their camps. A few weeks of this uneventful and
routine life was enough for many of the volunteers; so they
began to leave the army and return to their homes. One
writer thought there was about 192 volunteers at the camp
in J‘uno,a5 and certainly by August there were very few of
them left., The Company from St. Louis left BEgypt, Texas, in

August and was desoribed by the Morning Star as being un-

fortunate and destitute and in need of food and clcthing.57

The activities of Captain Allen during the summer months
are not fevealod by the records. Dorsey said that he was in
charge of a company stationed during the summer at Egypt and
thet sometime early in the fall he made his report to the
Texan Jecretary of ¥War and recelved an honorable discharge

34 Ibid,, 3503 Houston Morning Star, July 14, 1842.

35 Houston Morning Star, July %67"1542. In July Captain
Hickey of the flatchéz company and captain Stevens of the st.
Louis company fought a duel resulting from a dispute over
the use of a boat to move their companies from Corpus Christi
to Lamar. Hickey was severely wounded but had recovered by
guguzt, %8:3. c%viliq% and Galveston Gazotteé July 24, 1842;

ouston Telegraph and Texas Regiater, August o, 1lB842.

36 Yoakunm, orIiIﬁﬁl Narratives ol Texas History and
Adventure, II, . -

ouston Morning gtar, August &, 1842,
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from President I-Im.uatcm.:58 A letter written in 18668 to the
Daily Picayune by a Texan said that he remembered seeing

Allen 1n the spring of 1842 when the young Captain was in
Houston conversing with the Presldent on military affairs
and that Allen and Jere (lements of Alabama were statloned
on the western frontier where they did good service in pro-
tecting Texas against the Indians and Mexioans.ag According

to a report in the San Augustine Red Lander, Allen organized

a company of mounted men composed of citizens and volunteers
from the United States for the protection of the western
frontier. In September he was in Galveston after a large
supply of provisions which he had secured at his own expense
from the United States.‘o The records 4o not reveal further
endeavors of Allen or the time when he left Texas, but the
young Captain was back in Grand Gulf late in QOctober, 1842.
After Allen returned to Mississippl, he resumed his law

practice and began to acquire more real estate., His first
purchase had been made in January, 1842, at a sheriff's sale
when he bought a lot in Grand Gulf for $4.88. Allen continued
to invest in real estate in CGrand Culf until April, 1846,
when he owned about forty-two lots which had cost him ap-
proximately $3,126., He purchased lots in Port Gibson and

38 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 87; New
Oorleans Picayune, August o1, 1842, quoting the Houstonian,
said, "The volunteers left in command of Ceptain Allen, &at

Carlos Rancho, were recently disbanded at BEgwpt, on the
Colorado."

39 New Orleans Dally Plcayune, May 22, 1866. C(olonel
Clements resigned Trom the army September 7, 1842. Houston

Telegraph and Texas Register, September 7, 1842,
Z% 8an Augustine ﬁo§ zanaér, Septamber's, 184%.
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acquired land in Tensas Parish near St. Joseph, Louisiana,
in 1845.‘1 His largest real estate transaction was with
Harrison W. Davis of Texas from whom he purchased for §5,000
about 4,428 acres — known as the League of Sand‘g—-« near
Galveston in Liberty county. The next largest purchase of
land comprised 454 aores which he bought from the school
board in Claiborne County for 31,929.43

Allen began to sell his real estate holdings in 1844,
and within two years he had disposed of the lands in Tensas
Parish and in Texas, all the lota in Port Gibson, and most
of those in Grand Gulf. Other sales were made between 18486
and 1852, when his last transaction was recorded in Claiborne
County.

The courtship of Allen was a very short one, and accord-
ing to Dorsey was a "Romeo and Juliet" affair. He became in-~
fatuated with Salome Ann (Crane, the beautiful and eccentric
daughter of James Crane, who lived near the amall town of
Rodney in the southern part of Claiborne county.44 The
marriage took place on July 2, 1844, with Zebulon Plke Butler,

41 Claiborne Qounty (Mississippl) Deed Book, AA, W, X, Y,
and Z (1837-1880), in Port Gibson courthouse, contains the
numerous transactions of Allen.

42 Claiborne County Deed Book, Y, 46.

43 Ibid., X, 318; Claiborne County Plat Book (1850), in
Port GIDbSon courthouse.

44 The Crene family was one of the oldest and largest
landowners in Claiborne County. Captaln Silas Crane came
into Misslseippi in 1772 from Lebanon, Connecticut, and re-
ceived a section of land as a grant from the Spanish govern-
ment. His son, Waterman Crane, kept the estate intact and
prassed it on to his son, James (Crane, the father of Salome
Ann. Her mother was Martha Ragsdale., Salome, the oldest
child, had three brothers, Robert, Samuel, and Frank. Jemes
Crane erected near Rodney the famlly mansion "Montgomer®
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the Presbyterian minister of Port Gibson, ofriciating.45

The parents did not approve of the marriage and were estrang-
ed from the couple for some time, but eventually they were
reconoiled. Allen and his bride returned home after the
parental opposition had dled down and settled on his place
near the COrane estate. The young 6ouple lived there for the
next seven years while Allen continued his law practice and
engaged in farming. The place was in charge of an overseer,
James McVoy, who lived with Allen. In 1850 Allen had thirty-
three slaves and 810 acres of land with improvements which

46
was valued at $7,000.
According to a contemporary, Allen was "impetucus, im=-

pulsive, ambitious, proud, vain, and somewhat boastful, but

generous, kindhearted, and genuinely ohivalroua."47 One

which became one of the most beautiful places in Mississippi.
The remains of the home are still visible. James Crane owned
in 1850, 1,187 acres of land and 79 slaves. His property was
valued at $15,000. This information was supplied by Smith C.
Daniel, Port Gibson, Misslissippl; Clalborne County Assess-
ment Roll, 1850, in Port Gibson courthouse; United States
Census Report, MS3S., Schedule I, Free Inhabitanta, Clalborne
County, Mississippi, 1850, II, 229.

45 Claiborne County Marriage Bord and License Book, (1839-
1845), 162, in Port Gibson courthouse; Port Gibson Herald,
July 11, 1844. Dorsey said they were married on July 4 but
this is an error.

48 United States Census Reports, MSS., Schedules I, Free
Inhabitants in Claiborne County, Mississippl, 1850, II, 228;
Schedule II, Slave Inhabitants in Clalborne County, Miassis-
sippl, 1850, L, 58; Clalborne County Assessment Roll, 1850,

pP. 9, 283. Fifteen of the slaves were purchased in 1850 for
5,250 from watt and Desaulles in New Orleans. (laiborne
county Deed Book, Z, 350.

47 H. 8. Fulkerson, Random Recollectlons of Early Days in
Mississippi (Vicksburg, 1B88BD), 45, copy available in the
county IEErary, Port Gibson, Mississippi. There is a reprint
of this with a blographical sketch of the author and an
introduction by P. L. Rainwater (Baton Rouge, 1938).
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having these characteristics would naturally be expected to
defend his honor on all occasions, and Allen was no eéxception
to the rule. Only a few days after his marriage he challeng-
ed Doctor R. H. Marsteller, a fellow townsman, to & duel.
They had been on unfriendly terms until a friend of Allen's
reported that the Dootor was down the street using abusive
language about him. The Captain left ilmmediately in search
of the doctor and, upon finding him, held forth two piatols48
with the handles extended toward Marsteller, demanding that
he take his choice. A mutual friend intervened and suggested
that a street fight was unbecoming to gentlemen, whersupon
Allen challenged Marsteller to a duel. They agreed to meet
at Coffee's Point across the river near the present town of
St. Joseph, lLouisiana., Seconds and a doctor were secured
and means of crossing the Missiesippl River provided. The
news of the duel spread around Grand Gulf, and within thirty
minutes a number of people were orossing the river to witness
the arfair.

¥When the deslignated place was reached friends attempted

to reconcile the two men, but to no avall. In describing the
scene of the duel, Fulkerson sald that "Allen was greatly
excited. He stiripped himself to the skin as low as the
walst; was very voolferous, and confident of killing his
antagonist, and his countenanoce bore a marked expression of
of ferocity. Marsteller said nothing and was perfectly calm

48 Allen owned two dueling pistols during the 1840's.

Claiborne County Assessment Rolls, 1844-1845, in Port
Gibson courthouse.
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as he awaited the settlement of the preliminaries. He had
only taken off his coat and loosened his shirt collar."49

They agreed upon ten feet as the distance and wersa to
uge pistols loaded with buckshot. They took thelir positions,
Allen with his gun down and Marsteller holding his up and
when the second gave the signal both men flired. The shotis
were so close together that it sounded as one report. After
the smoke had cleared away both men were standing facing
each other. Marsteller sank to the ground and Allen turned
and walked away. Each had received a wound in the thigh.
They returned to Grand Gulf but remained enemies until many
years later when they met and became friends.

Allen's political activities began early in life. At
the age of nineteen years he attended the Whig party's
50
national convention in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1839,
He continued to work for the party during the next few years,
and in the spring of 1844 was elected as a delegate to the
state convention which met in Jackson. Allen was a member
of the Clay corganization at Grand Gulf and worked diligently
for the election of his presidential candidate.sl

In April of the following year Allen announced as a

49 Vicksburg Sentinel and Exposition, July 16, 1844.
Fulkerson, Random Recollections, 45~48, gives a detalled ac-
count of the duel. Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins
Allen, 31, says that Allen fought the duel in deiense of
Doctor Hunt, a Presbyterian minister. Doctor Hunt was in
Grand Gulf in 1844 but there is no evidence that Allsn was
defending him. Again Dorsey says that in 1852 Allen returned
to Grand Gulf to champion the cause of a Presbyterian minis-
ter who had been killed. The sour@es for the period do not
reveal any such evidence,

50 Mexico City Mexlcan Times, December 30, 1865.
51 Port Gibson Herald, Hay Il, 26, 1843; June 13, 1844.




24
candidate for the office of dlstrict attorney in the first

judicial district, composed of Adams, Wilkinson, Amite,

68

Franklin, Jefferson, and Claiborne counties. After ocam-

paigning during the summer months he withdrew his candidacy
for the office and annocunced as an independent candidate
from Claiborne County for the lower House of the Mlssissippi
legislature. He had three opponents 1n this race. Two of
them, Doctor Walter Rossman and Doctor R. H. Marsteller,

announced as independents; and the third, Richard Valentine,
as a Democrat.ss In the November election Allen led the
ticket with 431 votes. Doctor Rossman received 395 votes
and was elected as the other legislator from the county.

Valentine and Marsteller received 393 and &89 votes, re-

spectively.5‘

The legislature met &t Jaockson in January, 1846, and
after completing its organization turned to the election of
two United States senators. Henry S. Foote and Joseph W.
Chalmers, both Democrats, were elected to fill the two places.

Allen voted with the Whigs who supported George Winchester

in both contests.55

52 Ibid., April 10, 1845.

53 TbId., September 4, October 23, 1845.

54 Ib1d., November 6, 1845. Parmenas Briscoe, a Democrat,
was elected to the Senate. T, G, MeIntyre and J, T. Moore
were members of the lower House from Clailborne County in
1844. The re-apportionment bill of 1846 reduced Claiborme's
representation. Richard Valentine was elected in 1847.
Briscoe was re-elected to the Senate.

55 Journal of the House of Representatives at a Regular
gession of the Leglslature Eeld In Tackson, WississIpil,
1848, pp. 187-89. C(Clted herealter a8 WM. ssisslppl Houae

Journal. One genatorial vacancy was caused by the Tesignation

of Rrobert J. walker who had been appointed secrstary of the
treasury.
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As a member of the Whig party which was the minority
group in the legislature, Allen worked under difficulties
in getting legislation through the body. He introduced many
measures during his term, but most of them were concerned
with private matters or bills affecting Claiborne County.
His most important work as a member of the leglislature was
in the interest of publiec schools. He secured the appolnt-
ment of a committee on education and became its chairman.
Other members of the committee were George W. Woodburg of
Yazoo; J. E. Sharkey of Warren; J. W. Campbell of DeSoto;
and J. M, Smilley of Amite. One of Allen's first bllls re-
sulted in the establishment of & system of common schools
for the state. It provided for the appointment of a board
of commissioners for each county wilth power to select
teachers and fix their aalarios.se Allen worked for the
establishment of a Seminary of Learning in Jackson and sup-
ported the bill which incorporated the University of
nississipp1.57

when the leglslature adjourned, Allen returned to his
home in Grand Gulf where he resumed his legal practice and
continued to operate his plantation. He was not a candidate
for re-election in 1847 but 4id remain active in political
affairs during the next few years;se however, he was unable

56 Ibid., 156-66, 183, 717-19; Laws Enacted by the

Legislature of the State of MiassiseIppl at the Rezular

Sesalon held In Jackson, 1848, p. 98. Clted hereaiter as
¥iss1asippl Acts.

57 MississIppi House Journal, 1846, pp. 219-20; Missis-
sippl Acts, 1846, p. 419.

58 Port cibeon Herald, April 18, 1851,
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to give as muoch time to publie life as he had in the past
because of the illness of hls beautiful young wife. They
were a devoted couple and when, two years after their mar-
riage, she contracted tuberculosis Allen spent as much time
as possible with her. Mrs. Allen was oonfined to her bed
during the last months of her lingering 1llness.59 She died
Janunary 20, 1851, and was buried in the famlly cemetery near
Montgomer plantation.eo

Allen, droken hearted over the loss of his wife, visit-
ed for a time at Cooper's Wells, a resort near Viocksburg,
and during his stay at this place met an elderly planter,
Colonel John Nolan, from Loulsiana., They became very warm
friends while at the resort and Colonel Nolan offered to
sel)l Allen one-half interest in his West Baton Rouge sugar
plantation.ﬁl The Captain, having no desire to return to
Grand Gulf where there were 80 many things to remind him of
his great loss, agreed to visit with Colonel Nolan and to
consider his proposition, Allen returned to his home, dis-
posed of his slaves, land, and other property, and then went

t0 Ioulsiana,

59 Dorsey, Recollections of Henrg Watkins Allen, 36.
60 Port Givson Herald, FeDTuary
81 Dorsey, Recollections of Honry Watkins Allen, 40.




Chapter III
THE CITIZEN PLANTER, 1852-1861

wWest Baton Rouge Parish, originally a part of Iberville,
was created by an act of the legislature in 1807. It is
bounded on the north by Pointe coupoé; on the west and south
by Iberville, and on the east by the Mississippi River.l In
1850 it had a combined white and black population of about
15,000. o©One of its largest towns, Brusly or Brusle Landing,
was located on the river in the southern part of the parish
and in 1850 had several large stores and a post office. The
Jenny Lind Coffee House in Brusly was the important meeting '
place for political gatherings in this parish.a In the
northwestern part of the parlsh about seventeen miles from
the 4ississippi River was the town of Grosse Tete situated
on Bayou Grosse Téte, a stream which flowed in a southernly
direction and entered Bayou Plaguemine. The oldest settle-
ment in the parish was San Michel Just across the river from
Baton Rouge. This town began in 1809 when Michel Msahier
80ld several lots in his "Town of Saint Michel™ and donated
to the parish of Baton Rouge and to the town of San Michel

1 Acts passed at the Second Session of the First
Legislature of Territory of Orleans (New orleans, 1807),
2. 1t was oreated as on Rougé Parish but when the United
States annexed West Florida in 1810 Governor Claiborne
organized a county of Baton Rouge east of the river. The
area west of the river was then called West Baton Rouge.

2 Alceée Fortier, Loulsiana, Comprising Sketches of
counties, Towns, Events, institutlons, and rFersons, Arranged
In Cyclopaedic Form, £ vols. |Atlanta, 1909}, Ii, 207; West
ﬁﬁtoé'ﬁougo'gﬁgar Planter, May 19, 1860.

27
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two lots for a courthouse and Jjail, two lots for a school,
and one lot for a church., These lots were usually about

3
sixty by one hundred and twenty feet and sold for $250.
This town was gradually taken by the river until in 1860
only about five or six houses were left of the original
town. . Near the middle of the century the town of West Baton
Rouge which later was called Port Allen was located west and
north of San Hiohel.‘

There was a post offlice at this point called West Baton
Rouge as early as 1884, but it was discontinued and the meil
delivered by & route from Donaldsonville or from Baton Rouge.
The post office of West Baton Rouge was re-established in
1836 and maintained for about one year. During the next few
years this area was served by rural routes from Donaldson-
ville and from Baton Rouge. In 1871 the West Baton Rouge
post office was again established and has remained in ex-
istence since that date, although the name of the town has
been changed several times.5 Douglas C. Montan, president
of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, Opelousas Railroad Company
was responsible for re-establishing the post office., Ee

S Weat Baton Rouge Parish (Louisiana) Sales of Land,
Mortgages, and Powers of Attorney, A, 151-53, in the clerk
of court's office, Port Allen; West Baton Rouge Sugar
Planter, May 19, 1880,

est Baton Rouge BSu Planter, May 5, 1860,

S5 Information supplled by X. P. Aldrich, Chief Inspector,
United States Post ¢ffice Department, In 1836 there was a
mail route fram Donaldsonville by Bayou Goula, Plaquemine,
West Baton Rouge, and Pointe Couped to Faulkners onoe each
week. S. Van Wickle was the contrasctor. In 1837 the route

ran from Plaquemine by West Baton Rouge to FPointe Couped,
and back onoce each week.
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thought a post office would give his company addltional pub-
licity and probably inorease its business. He obtained an
appointment with the assistant postmaster general, who was
visiting in New Orleans, and secured the statlion for West
Baton Rouge. Montan wanted to name the plece Allen in honor
of their illustrious citizen, Henry watkins Allen, but J, T.
Allain,8 a West Baton Rouge Negro politiclan and legislator,

secured the name of Allaln for the post office in 1875. It

was changed to Port Allen in 1878.?

Allen oame to West Baton Rouge in the year 1852 and ac-~

quired one half interest in Westover, one of the largest

sugar plantations in that parish. Colonel John Nolan,a who

6 J. T. Allain, born in 1836 and known as Soulouque, was
the slave of Sosthene Allain who lived in the Scuthern part
of West Baton Rouge Parish. In 1872 he was elected to the
lower House of the state legislature from West Baton Rouge
Parish. NRew Orleans Daily Plcayune, January 87, 1874; New
Orleans Bee, January 20, 1874.

7 Baton Rouge VWeekly Advocate, May 3, 1878; West Baton
Rouge Sugar Planter, y 19, 1860, January 1, 1870. fThe
postmasters Tor the west Baton Rouge Station were: Juan
Pages, June 7, 187); Philip Bauer, April 19, 1872; (Name
of office was changed to Allain March S, 1875) W. Shannon
Woods, March 5, 1875; Cordelius J. Barrow, July 31, 1876;
(Name was changed to Port Allen April 24, 1878) Cordelius J.
Barrow, April 24, 1878; willlam W. Bauer, June 1ll, 1889;
George D. Cade, September 1, 1890; and Henry G. Parker,
November 2, 1891. Douglas C. Montan became president of the
railroad company in 1868, ¥He was also publisher of the
Baton Rouge Advocate., This information was supplied by a
brother-in-law of Montan, George Hill, who resides on the
Homestead plantatlon Just north of Port Allen and 12 now
about 82 years of age. He has lived in the parish since
1862. His father, George Hill, was for many years a member
of the Board of Regents of Louislana State University and
the Hill Memorial Library was named in honor of him.

8 Colonel John Nolan, born in Virginia in 1779, came to
West Baton Rouge about 1820 end three years later married
Rose Josephine Babin who died in 1841. (Colonel Nolan was
later married to Louise Jane Russell, the widow of John M.
Taylor. There were no children from either marriage but he
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lived about elght miles northwest of West Baton Rouge court-

"

house, sold to his nephew, William Nolan, and Captain Allen

10 of land, farm implements,

125 slaves, about 2,800 arpents
adopted the two children of John Taylor. They were Emma
Louisa and Mery Frances. In the bill of sale Colonel Nolen
reserved a home for his family at Westover so long as they
wished to remain there, and he also set aside a burilal place
for the family. In his will he bequeathed to his wife a
Negro boy, Honaxs, and §50,000 on the condition that she
would not marry after his death. To each of the daughters
he left §50,000 and a female slave provided the girls mar-
ried honorable men when they became of age. His wife was
made executrix of the will. Colonel Nolan died August 31,
1852, in washington, D. 0. West Baton Rouge Parish Probate
Records, Nos. 322, 466. These are original papers filed in
the succession of the Nolan estate and are in the office
flles of the clerk of court, Port Allen. West Baton Rouge
Parish Record of wills (1846-1826), I, 17-2l, in the olerk
of court's office, Port Allen. John Nolan's will was filed
September 27, 1852, Baton Rouge Dally Comet, September 11,
1852. PFor the marriage of (Colonel John Nolan, see West
Baton Rouge Parish Certificate of Marriage and Llcense Book
£i207—1846), I-B, 74, in the clerk of court's office, Port
en.

9 william Nolan was the son of Willlam Nolan, a deceased
brother of Colonel John Nolan. He came to West Baton Rouge
Parish in the 1840's and lived with his uncle. William mar-
ried ¥, Virginla Blanchard in 18562, West Baton Rouge Parish
Certificates of Marriage and License Book (1837-1874), I-A,
12¢; west Baton Rouge Parish Probate Records No. 466; West
Baton Rouge Parish Original Acts (1852-1854), I, 1, in oclerk
of court’'s office, Port Allen. Doctor John Tilman Nolan, a
cousin of william, was the son of George W. Nolan another
deceased brother of Colonel John Nolan. Doctor Nolan was
bern in Virginia later went of Mississippl where he married
Frnaces H. Scott who died about 1836. There was one son,
France L., from the union. In the yeur 1836 Doctor Nolan
married Jane Garnet Frazler of Kentucky and about ten years
later removed to West Baton Rouge where he acquired an
estate. His wife dled in 1855 and Yeft him with five child-
ren, Josephine G., Philadslphia F., John T., Virginia XK.,
and Mary E. Doctor Nolan was a nephew of Colonel John Nolan
and in 18563 entered a claim for his portion of the estate.
Be became the legal representative for a number of the heirs
and in 1855 was made executor of the estate after he had
arranged a compromise with Mrs. Loulss Jane Nolan. She and
her daughters agreed to mccept $80,000 as their portion of
the estate. Weat Baton Rouge Parish Original Acts (1852~
1854), I, 1; west Baton Rouge Parish Probate Record Nos.
464, 466. West Baton Rouge Parish Record of Succession Book
(1852-1855), T, 47, in clerk of courtts office, Port Allen.

10 An arpent 1s an old French measure of land varying in
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sugar mill, and stook, for §$300,000. The plantation had
about four miles of frontage on the Misslasippi River and
extended over one mile from the river. A number of the
slaves were mortgaged to the (itizens Bank of Iouisiana in
New Orleans for 240 sheres of bank stock; Allen and Nolan
agreed to pay this loan of $5,022.50 when due May 6, 1852,
The property was held as a mortgage for the debt by Colonsel
Nolan, but he stipulated in the bill of sale that hls nephew
and Allen be "indulged in when they were unable to meet the
notes due on the $300,000 sale of plantation, provided they
paid the lnterest due each yaar."ll

Colonel John Nolan died in August, 1858, and within a
few years a large number of heirs, living in the states of
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Axkansas,
entered claims against the estate and won judgments for
their portions of the property. All claims, varying from
$260 to §18,000 and amounting to §$75,154.75, were paid and

charged against the estate of John Nolan.lz
Allenl3 and his pertner acquired an additlonal 497 acres

slze with the locality from .84 to 1.28 acres. It is also a
linear measure the length (about 12 rods) of the side of a
square arpent. JIn West Baton Rouge an arpent contained ap-~
proximately one acre.

1l Notarial Records (New Orleans), Hilary Breton Cenas,
No., 51, February 5, 1852; West Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage
Record Books, R (1848-1852), 546-51; V (1855-1859), 371, in
clerk of oourt's office, Port Allen. A note in the margin
of Book R, 547, stated that on April 30, 1860, all notes had
been paid and the mortgage had besn cancelled. West Baton
Rouge Parish Probate Records, No. 466 contains the bill of
sale, will, eand an inventory of the eatate in 1852.

12 west Baton Rouge Parish Mortgege Book, V. There are
37 claims recorded in this book.

13 Captain Allen, being a man of wealth and having soue
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in Weat Baton Rouge before they terminated their partnership
in 1855.1‘ Nolan received the northern and western half of
the estate, which included Westover, about 1,444.75 acres,
fifty slaves, and one half of the horses, mules, and fixtures

on the plantation. Later he purohased from Allen for

$3,022.60 about seventy-five acres of land.15

Among the neighboring plantations lived men whose names
have a place in Loulsiana history. Judge wWillleam B
Robertson, well-known lawyer, lived Jjust north of Westover

and in 1850 owned seventy-five slaves and property worth

16
$60,000, John L. Lobdell, a lawyer and sugar planter,

one to take care of his plantation, spent the sumumer of 1853
traveling and while on these Jjourneys, under the pen name of
Guy Mannering, he wrote lettera for the Baton Rouge Delly
Comet.

His firat trip carrled him to Georgla where he mixed
and mingled with the laa&ing golitioal figures of the state.
He attended the wedding of Robert Toombs' daughter and was
introduced to the Governor of Georgia. Allen heard Toombs
give an excellent address before en agriculture convention
at Montgomery. In Athens the Governor entertained a garty
which ineluded Allen and Alexander H. Stephens. In the
latter part of May Allen returned to Westover but was pre-~
paring for another trip.

On June 9 "Guy Mannering" wrote from Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi, describing a very pleasant trip up the river on the
steamer Reindeer. The young sugar planter was on his way to
Coopsr's Wells. He visited Natchez, transacted some busi-
ness, and then went up to Paducah, Kentucky, and Evansville,
Indlana, where he remained for a few days with friends.

Later he went over to Cairo, Illinois, and St. Louls, Allen
returned to the South and in July was on the Mississippl
coast at Pass Christian where he apent the next several weeks.
He then revisited Cooper's Wells and enjoyed a pleasant visit
with his friend Jobhn J,., Perkins, Jr., of Madison Parish,
Loulsiana. Later he went to Jaokson and was entertained by
Governor Henry P. Poote, He returned to wWestover in September,
1863. Baton Rouge Dally Comet, May-September, 1853.

14 West Baton Rouge %dflﬁﬁfuortsugo Record Books, R, T,
U, and Vv, show these transfers.

15 Ibido, v’ 19“‘97’ 186"88-

16 UnIted States Census Reporta, MS3., Schedule I, Free
Inhabitents in West Baton Rouge Parish, lLoulsliena, 1850, I,
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lived about seven miles north of West Baton Rouge courthouse.
Eis plantation was located at the bend of the river and was
one of the important landing places for West Baton Rouge.

He maintained a store whioh served that section of the par-
ish, owned 148 slaves, and in 1850 had property valued at
3140,000.17 Thomas B. Chinn, one of the physicians for the
comnunity, was the brother of Bolling R. Chinn, & planter,
whose property, Cypress Hall, was valued at $335,000 in
1850.18 Alexander D. Barrow lived on Homestead and Barroza

plantations in the northwestern part of the parish and In

1860 owned fifty-one slaves and property valued at ¢zv,ooo.19

James Viotor Duralde, a brother-in-law of A. D. Barrow, owned

over one hundred slaves in 1860 and lived in the southern

part of the parish near Brusly Lan&ing.ao

450; Ibid., Scheduls II, Slave Inhabitants in West Baton
Rouge ParIsh, Louisiana, 1850, VII, 472. For location of
plantations toushing the niasissippl River in 18560, see A.
Persac, Norman's Chart of the Lower Mississippl River River (New
Orleans,
17 United Statos Census Reports, M33., Schedule I, Free
Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1850 VII,
456. There 1s an ecocount book for Lobdell's store in t
Louisiana State Unlversity Arohives. See also Wendell ﬂ.
Stephenson and Edwin A. Davis (eds.), "The Civlil War Diary of
Willle lieaiah Barrow, September 23, 186l1l-July 13, 1862," in
%gar er1¥ xviz
obde

Louisiana H storical (Hew Orleans, 917-)

1 's store was about six or
geven miles’ nor h of Port Allen, This article located other
plantations in the parish,

18 United States (ensus Reports, MSS., Schedule I, Free
Inhabite,nto in West Baton Rouge Pariah, fouisiena, J.éao 1,

Schedule II, 8lave Inhabltants in weast Baton Rouge

1sh. Louisiana, 1860, I, 203.

19 Ibid., Sehedule I. Free Inhabitanta in West Baton
Rouge Parish, Loulsiana, 1860, 644 Schedule II, Slave
Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge i>ar1s 1860, 1, B04;
Stephenson and Davis (eds.), "The civil War Diary of Willia
Micajah Barrow," in loc. cit., 436.

20 United States Census Heports, MsS., Schedule II, Slave
Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge Parish, Joulsiana, 1850, VII,
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Allen ocalled his place Allendale, and scon after the
division of westover, he aoquired addltiional lands in Hast
and West Baton Rouge parishes.al He constructed a fine brick
home, sugar mill, saw mill, Negro cabins, barns, and other
structures necessary for the operation of the sugar planta-
tion. Allen took great pride in hls plantation and "all
that art and science could bring to bear, was used to perfect
and adorn his palatial roaidanco.“az His genial ways and
southern hospitality made Allendale a popular place for his
large number of friends. He frequently had visitors from
New Orleans to come for a sojourn with him, and Dorsey said

that he permitted the young people of the community to main-

tain a dancing school at his plaoe.35

In 1857 Charles D. Hamilton,24 an old friend and busi-
ness associate of Allents in Grand Gulf, came to West Baton

450; Stephenson and Davis (eds.), "The Civil war Dlary of
willie Micajah Barrow," in loc. cit., 436.

21 west Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Record Books, A-B, V,
and X; East Baton Rouge Parish Conveyance Record Book, N,
85, 138, in the clerk of court's office, Baton Rouge. The
purchases and sales of Allen will be found in these volumes.

22 Viest Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 19, 1886.

23 Dorsey, RecollectIons of Henry watkins Allen, 44. The
writer also related that while TIving at West Paton Rouge,
Allen was engaged for a brief perlod but never married a
second time. JIbid., 45.

24 charles D. Hamilton lived in Claiborne County, Missis-
sippi, where he was one of the largest land owners in the
1840's. He had in 1850 property valued at $40,000, includ-
ing a large werehouse in Grand Gulf which was destroyed by
fire the followling year. 1In 1851 he was assessed with 3,700
acres and seven yeara later he was assessed with 3,187 acres
valued at $15,964. 1In 1861 he owned in Mississippi only
1,187 acres of land. Port Gibson Herald, April 27, 1849,
November 8, 1850, April 18, 1861; ~Port Gibson Reveille,
Kovember 14, 1857; United States Census Reports, oy
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants Clalborne County, Missiassippi,
1850, I, 245; COlaiborne County Ascessment Rolls, 1850, pp.
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Rouge and aoquired one-half interest in Allendals. The bill
of sale called for $12,500 in cash and the remainder to be
paid in three equal payments through the counting house of
Richard Nugent and Company in New orleans.35 Hamilton paid
his last note on April 30, 1860, when the mortgage was ocan-
celed. TFor another consideration Allen made Hamilton owner
ol three-fourths of the plantation.86

A few months after gaining a controling interest in the
estate, Hamilton and his wife, Lizzle Belknap, made plans to
return to Mississippi so they sold to Allen and Barnabus
Stevens of Weast Baton Rouge their share of Allendale estate
for the sum of $143,681,00, payable 1n eight equal payments.
Then Allen sold to Barnabus Stevens one half of his one-
fourth interest in the place for $26,000 payable in eight
equal payments. In both seles the estate was mortgaged for
the payments.z7

During the War Allen's plantation, like many others
near the Mississippl River, suffered from the raids of the
Federal forces; his fine brick house was burned, much of his
property was taken away, slaves left the place, and at one
time the Federals used Allendale for their headquarters.za
23, 49; 1866, p. 9; 1857, pp. 23, 25; 1861, p. 22, iIn

Port Gibson courthouse,

25 vest Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Record Books, A-B,
92; vV, 519-23,

26 Ibid., Z, 203-204; Y, 233~35. Hamilton was made
three-fourthe owner on April 30, 1860. Ibid., z, £287-90.

27 1Ivid., z, 287-90, 294-95. Hamilton sold his property
February 10, 1861. Allen sold to Stevens February 23, 1861,

28 west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 19, 1888; Mexico

City Mexican Times, February IU, IB66; Alexandrie Louisiana
DemoeTrat, May &8, ieae. ’ ’
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The Civil war and the economlc chaos of Reconstruction
prevented the execution of the sales made in 1861 by Hamilton,
Stevens, and Allen; therefore in 1867 Hamilton brought suit
to recover his property. By order of the court, the Allen-
dale plantation (consisting of approximately 2,000 acres of
land), sugar milll, saw mill, englnes, Negro cabins, and barns
were ordered sold. No one offered to buy the property; so
it was re-advertised and sold on June 1, 1867, for §$10,993.11
to James Nugent Sherry of New orleans.zg The following year
Sherry sold the estate to Mrs. Llzzlie D. Hamilton for the
same sum which he had paid for it.ao In the fall of that
yoar the Citizens Bank of Louisiana brought suit to recover
debts against Allendale, They secured a judgment in the
court and the estate was appraised at §19,824.00 plus §1,404
for the 700 aocres of land in East Baton Rouge. The Citizens
Bank purchased the estate for §$14,000 on July 2, 1870, at a

gheriffrrs salo.31

West Baton Rouge Parish was one of the leading sugar
producing regions in Loulsiana in the decade preceding the
Clivil war. 1In the season 1849-50 the parish produced 7,035

29 West Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Records, Y, 557-60,
599-610; West Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's Deeds of Sale
(1867-1868), 421-26, in clerk of court's office, Port Allen;
West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, April 6, June 8, 1867.

30 weat Baton Rouge Parish Cash Sales Book, IX, 447-51;
in clerk of court's office, Port Allen. This sale was made
February 9, 1868.

31 West Baton Rouge Parish gSheriff Sales Book, D, 379-88;
West Baton Rouge Parish Cash Sales Book, III, 324-25;
Original Papers filed in Fifth Distriet Court, No. 2,098, in
the clerk of court's offioce, Port Allen; East Baton Rouge

Conveyance Record Book, Z, 72-73, in clerk of courtts office,
Baton Rouge.
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hogsheads, and for the next ten years only one season faliled

to show an increase.

59 when 1t produced 21,683 hogaheada.sz

The peak year for the parlsh was 1858~

golonel John Nolan was the leading sugar producer in

West Baton Rouge when he sold his plantation to Allen and

William Nolan.

leading all other plantations in the parish.

In 1851 westover produced 800 hogsheads,

Colonel Nolan

Stewart at Popular Grove plantation was first for the season

of 1852-53 with a total of 903 hogsheads; Allen and Nolan

ranked second with 835 hogsheads.

they were first with 1,150 hogsheads.

The next year, 1853-54,

In the season of 1854-

55, after Allen and Nolan had divided their property, Allen-

dale was second in the parish with 502 hogsheads.

32 P. A. Champomier, Statement o
Louisiana in 1849-50 (New Orleans,

® L.

86 Teporvs

Sosthene

made in

were published annually for the 1850's end all figures on

sugar production have been taken from them.

on the West Baton Rouge crops are:

wWest Baton Rouge  Year

Parish T849-50
1850-51
1851-52
1852-53
1853=54
1854-55
1855-56
1856-57
1857-58
1858-59

Planter Year 1850 '51

J. L. Lobdell 276 215

R. H. Barrow

John Nolan 475 266

williem Nolan

H. W. Allen

¥. B. Robertson 315 180

gosthene Allain 100 190

D. Hickey & Co. 205 21%

152
285
258
600

270
820
198

Hogsheads FProduced
77%55 (Estimated that three

7,454
10,842 about 5,500).
14,172
21,024
17,455
11,042
2,122
15,697
21,683
155 t54 *55 '56
312 520 398 290
234 582 389 275
836 1,150
501 450
502 200
276 275 283 220
8633 B1l5 735 540
170 362 B68 289

Some statlistics

¢revasses destroyed

(A killing frost in

October, 1855, blasted
the orops in Iberville
and West Baton Rouge).

157
112
63

60
30

158 59
304 385
412 590
600 1,038
650 680
618 1,111
281 465
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Allain in the southern part of the parish was first with 735
hogsheads. Allendale plantation was among the leading sugar
producers in the parish during the next few years.

The sugar planters in Louisiena became excited over the
practice of an importing company which brought an article
from the West Indies into the United States and evaded the
tarirf laws. Messers. Charles Belcher and Brothers imported
from Cuba, a product which was disgulsed as molasses concen-
trate or "mallada." The sugar planters of West Baton Rouge
.mat at the courthouse in May, 1853, with Colonel Nolan
Stewart as chairman and Allen as secreétary to devise ways
and means of preventing this unlawful practice. Allen was
approinted on a committee of eight to collect funds for the
purpose of retaining counsel to assist the United States
district attorney in prosecuting this importing company.33
The following month a larger group of sugar planters as-
sembled at Donaldsonville with Colonel Nolan Stewart acting
as chairmen. They adopted a set of resolutions condemning
the practice of Messers. Belcher and Brothers and voted to
secure counsel to asaist E. Warren Moise, the Federal at-
torney for the New Orleans district., A committee was named
to secure the counsel, and 1t soon reported that Randall
Hunt, well-known lawyer of New Orleens, had agreed to repre-

gent the plant.era.34

33 vwest Baton Rouge Capitolian Vis-a-Vis, June 1, 1853;
Baton Rouge Dally Comet, gune 2, 1853.7 -’ ’ ’

34 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, Jume 21, 18563; New Orleans
Daily Crescent, Jume 2%,"1355.
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Moise, after agreeing to acoept the asslstant counsel,
took offense at the actlion of the sugar planters in securing
aid for him and wrote to them saying: "Gentlemen Sugar
Planters of Louisiana, you are a set of ignorant ill-bred
asses; you know nothing of the courtesies or common usages
of civilized life; you are a set of factious, lawless, clod-
polls, who have dared to meet together in conventions and
interfere with me, E, W, Moise, one of the Distriet Attorneys
of the United States of America. You impudent, Blockheads.”

Allen, who replied to the distrioct attormey, said, "No
man dreamed that your fastidious sensibilities would be dis-
turbed, or that your frothy vanity would recelve the slight-
est wound; we thought that a gentleman of your late multl-
farious employments, a gentlemen who had heretofore had his
washing done in the Parish of Plaquemines, slept in Jefferson,
drank his claret in the Citizens Bank, and practices law in
New Orleans, and electicnecred proﬁiscuously, largely and
generally, over the state, and now wants to be the next gov-
ernor thareof, we thought, sir, under all these circum-
stances, you would be glad to receive the asslistance of even
as humble an individual as Randall Hunt."55 The case ended
with the exchange of letters because the Board of Appralisers
in New Orleans settled the trouble for the sugar planters by
adding twenty-five cents to the value of each barrel of im-
ported sugar concentrate and collecting the regular lmport

35 For thls correspondence, 8ee West Baton Rouge

Capitolian Vis-a-Vvis, July 6, 1853; Baton Rouge Dally Comet,
ﬁﬁEE“EBT"!ST"IBBﬁi"Ebe also, New Qrleans True Delfa, June 22,
1853; New Orleans Daily Crescent, June 24, 1853,
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duty on the article.as
In the year 1855 the sugar planters of Loulsiana hed

trouble over the storage space at the port in New Orlesans.
The ¢ity had provided only a small space and refused to in-
orease the size of 1t and, moreover, enacted a city ordinance
requiring that all sugar had to be removed within thirty-six
hours after it was placed on the levee. In January the
Planters met in the Lyceum Hall with Judge John Moore of St.
Martin presiding. Joseph S. Williams of Lafourche Parish
read the resolutions of the convention which proposed the
appointment of a committee of planters and merchants to as-
certain the possibility of extending the sugar storage space
in the city; and if unable to secure additional space, they
were to make plans for another sugar market. The committee
was instructed to make its investigation and be ready to re-
port at the next meeting of the sugar planters. The con-
vention, at the suggestion of J. J. Hanna, authorized the
committee to secure from the legislature & charter for a
Sugar Planters!' Association. Captain Allen closed the meet-
ing with one of his very stirring addresses in which he urged
more brotherhood and closer co-operation among the members
of the convention from the different parts of the state.sv
Judge Moore called the planters to New Orleans on April
36 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, August 13, November 8, 11,
zaigé N0w§gilz§ns ggi;z crescent, {gnuﬁry 24, 1856; New
Trie Dol Ber Tanaary 24, 1656, The foliowing ueronante-rere

members of the committee: M, 0. H. Norton, S. 0. Nelson, P.
A. Foley, and J., A, Braud; planters, J, 8, Williams, E. Ronma,
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11 for a report of the committee, when Colonel J, S. Williams,
speaking for his group, proposed that the planters secure a
place across the river in Gretna for their market because
the oity officials refused to inorease the port facilities
and the expense of dolng 80 would be too much for the farm-
ers. The convention adopted the report and entered into a
discussion of a charter for the Planters' Association. J. J.
Hanna, explaining the charter, said that it proposed a capl-
tal stock of $250,000 divided into 5,000 shares of $50 each
and that when 3,000 shares had been sold they could elect
& board of directors to manage the affairs of the Asscciation.
After aome discussion the convention adopted the charter,
and Judge Koore appointed a committes to receive the subd~
scriptions, Socon after the meeting adjourned, the city of-
ficiales provided additional apace at the port; and this being
the farmers' chief grievance, they dropped their plans for
acquiring a new market. Nothing further was done at this
time about the organization of the Aasociation.38
When the tariff bill came before Congress in 1857, an
effort was made to repeal the duty on sugar so the planters
in West Baton Rouge met to protest against this action of
Congress. Captain Allen, who, according to the Crescent,
had done more then any other man in the state to advance the
interest of the sugar growers, was called upon to explain
Doctor G, VW, Campbell, William J, Minor, J. J. Hanna, and
L. G. Compton.
38 New (Orleans Dally Crescent, April 11, 18%56; New
Orleans Daily Deita, April II, 1856; New Orleans Daily True

Dalta, AprIl 11, IB56; Baton Rouge Dally Advocate, April 12
1553?' West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, April 19, 1856. ’
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the object of the meeting, which he did in hls very able and
elogquent manner. A committeesg was appointed to draw up
resolutions expressing the will of the conventiocn. They re-
ported that the thirty per cent ad valorem duty was only a
small protection to the sugar planters and that in their
precarious poaltion, with seed cane depreciating and frost
killing the crop, they could not exist without the duty on
sugar. The report concluded that "“whenever Congress shall
see proper to take all duties of all kinds, off, and abolish
the present system of imposts, although not advecating such
a poliey, we will not mnrmur."‘o The resolutions were sent
to all congressmen from Loulsiana., Just how muoh influence
they had is not known, but the tariff was not repesaled.

One of the greatest needs of the wWest Baton Rouge Parish
in the decade preceeding the Civil War was roads. There were
no railroads or state maintained roads, and the bayous in the
western part of the parish flowed to the south and southeast
entering either the Mississippl River or the Bayou Plaquemine,
which flowed into the river. These bayous did not have
enough water in them during several months of the year to
afford transportation by boats; so the farmers in the Grosse
Tete and Maringouin sections were without adequate facilities
for marketing their crops. The Grosse Téte section west of
the bayou had been orlginally a part of West Baton Rouge

39 Members of the committee were Colonel J, S, Willlams,
Frame S. Woods, Henry W. Allem, Doctor W, Jones Lyle, and
James V, Duralde.

40 Baton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, Januery 7, 1857;
New Orleans Crescent, sanuary 10, 1857.
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Parish but was being held under the jurlsdiction of Iberville
until "a good and practicable road" could be built from that
area to the Mississippi River.

In the summer of 1852 Allen and a number of his friends
organized a company to oonstruot a plank road from the court-
house to the Grosse Téte ragion.‘l The legislature in 18853
granted a charter to the Baton Rouge, Grosse T&te, and
Opelousas Plank Road Company with & capltal stock of $250,
000.42 The state purchased one fifth of the stook.45

The oonstruction of the road began early in the year
and was completed in time for a celebration on July 6, 1853,
at Grogsse Téte. Allen was in charge of the progrem and gave
one of the principal addreases.“

The progressive cltizens of West Baton Rouge were not
content with a plank road for transportation in their parish,
and within a few months after the completion of the Grosse
Tete road they began working for a rallroad to connect the
Grosse Téte section with West Baton Rouge. The stockholders
of the Plank Road Company agreed to increase its stock from
$250,000 to $l,()()(),000.4‘5 The city of Baton Rouge promised
to take $50,000 of the stock to assist the company in getting
the railroad unﬂerw'ay.46 The remainder of the stock was
purchased by cltizens of Louisiana. The Board of Directors

41 west Baton Rouge Capitollaen yis-a-yis, November 7, 1852.
42 Loulsiana Acts, 1 s PD. B4L~49.
45 Ibid., e

Baton Rouge Daily Comet, June 2, 7, 1853; West Baton
Rouge capitolian a-a~VI§T"3ﬁne 1, July 13 1853.
BEEon Rouge Dail, comot August 4, 1854, New orieans
ail; Delta, Augus y L
Loulsiana Acts, 1658, Pp. 28-29.
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was selected; it met, organized, and then proceeded to con-
struct the road to Grosse Tete. They purchased a number of
slaves with which to do the work, thus effecting & saving in
contractual costs. The road was surveyed by Louls Hebert,
the state engineer, and his assistant Louils Wrotnowski.‘v
The railroad followed the plank road. It terminated at the
river between Charropin and Courthouse streets of Port Allen,
which was then the town of West Baton Rouge,

The work on the road progressed rapidly during the year
1856, In June of that year grading of the road bed was well
under way, and by June 28 some 15 miles were completed and
contracts for laying the orossties were let. The finances
of the company were in good shape for it reported liabilities
at $82,101.72 and assets amounting to $104,520.68., The com-
pany was able to negotiate a loan of $60,000 payable in ten
years.

Charles 8. 3lack, president of the Board of Directors,
began laying track in January, 1857, but was delayed during
the next two months because of inclement weather. By April
1l eight miles had been completed; and the company, with its
thirty-six Negro slaves, was laying track at the rate of one
mile per week. When the road was completed it consisted of
15,82 miles and had coat approximately $239,468.828. In July,
1857, rolling stock comprised one locomotive, eight freight
cars, and two passenger cars; a train had made the trip daily

zg g::‘grieans %E%%Z'%E%% gg%gg, October ?, 1866.
Advocate, Jﬁn:agg,'%35§{"2ﬁi%an ;gggivﬁaiggg'Adsgzg%e?aggge 28,
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since June 13.49

west Baton Rouge arranged for another Fourth of July
celebration at Grosse Téte in 1857 to commemorate the ocom-
pletion of the railroad. The company furnished their trains
and cars to convey the people to the scene of activities.
Allen was prominent in the affairs of the day, being one of
the speakers for the occasion.

Charles S. Slack resigned as president of the board in
1858 and was succeeded by James Viotor Duralde, who held the
position until arfter the war.so Under his efficlent manage-

51 a distance of about

ment the road was extended to Livonia,
twelve miles from Grosse Téte. The company proposed to ex-
tend the road to the Atchafalaya River and then to Alex-
andria,sa but the outbreak of the wer prevented its com-
pletion until a much later date. On January 4, 1862, the
road was completed for a distance of about 30 miles, and the
president rsported 1t would reach the Atchafalaya River with-
in four months.53

The finances of the ocompany were in good order as late
as January, 1862, for 1t reported in that year total assets

of $274,691.89 against liabilities of {95,856.056. It owned

49 Annual Report of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Téte, and
ogelousaa Railroad Company, Egril i, 857 (Baton Rougs,

50 Rew Orleans Pica¥%%e, October 26, 1868,

51 Livonia was a settlement at the head of the navigation
on Grosse Téte Bayou. It had a post office, a fine storse,
and a number of publioc dbuildings in 1853. J. B, Johnson was
mayor of the town. Baton Rouge Dally Comet, June 14, 1853,

52 Loulsiana House Journal, 1880, p. 58; Loulsiana Acts,
1860, p. 209; New Orleans Daily Delta, March 4, 1860.

53 New Orleans Dally True ﬁeita, January 4, ieez,
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about eighty Negroes, and plows, wagons, and mules valued &t
$117,000, The receipts for the year were $25,000 and the
expenses were only $13,000, which indicated the company was
making a fair proﬂt.s4

The war wreoked the railroad and almost bankrupted the
company. Duralde reported to Governor Madison Wells in 1866
that the road had been olosed in 1863 and left to the ravages
of weather and floods which had destroyed most of the tracks
and embankments. The loss of the slaves was estimated at
$115,000. He reported only §35,000 in assets and llabllities
of 389,000.55
Duralde resigned in 1866 and John H1ill, who became

president of the company, attempted to get the road into
running condition once more. The debt was reduced from
$124,148.83 to only a few thousand dollars, and the road was
operating again by February, 1867. The levees broke, how-
ever, and destroyed a large part of the track, which gave
the company another backset. In 1868 H1ll resigned as presi-
dent and his son~in-law, Douglas C. Montan, was elected head

of the organization.56 The company was set in order and the

road began operating once more.57

54 1Ibiad.
556 Réport of Baton Rouge, Grosse Téte, and Opelousas
Railroad Gompan: on Rouge, 1 ).
Vest Egion Rouge Sugar Planter, August 21, 1869 ;
Annual Report of Baton Rougé, Grosse Tete, and o elousas
Rellrcad Company (Baton Ebuge,“IEKiT The memvers Ol the
Board of Directors were James V. buralde, John Hill, T, W.

Colwell, Jobn Lombard, Henry M. Pavrot, Thomas (. Sparks,

and D. C. Montan. Duralde had resigned and John Hill beceme
the president.

§7 Annual Report of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Téte, and
gpelousas Eai oad company on Rouge, 1870).
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In the year 1854 Allen went to Harvard Unlversity to
study 1aw.58 He traveled by river boat and train via gt.
Louis, Chicago, Wheeling, Washington, Baltimore, and New
York. In the capital he had the pleasure of meeting Presi
dent Franklin Pierce and Willlem l.. Mercy, Seoretary of
Btate.59 Allen arrived in Cambridge in May and remained
there until July. While attending the law school at Harvard,

he formed a very close friendship with Charles Greene, editor

60

of the Boston Post. Very little 1s known about Allen's

school astivities dbut durlng that summer one of Massachusetts

celebrated fuglitive slave trials oocurrod.al

The Compromise of 1850 provided, among other things,
that the Federal government would assiast slaveowners in re-
covering their runaway slaves. This law was anethema to the

58 Information supplied from Harvard University Alumni
Directory Office.

59 Letters of "Cuy Mannering" in Baton Rouge Daily Comet,
May 25, June 1, 1854.
60 Mexioco City Mexican Times, January 6, 1866; Dorsey,

Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 45.

ere was another kldnapplng case in Syracuse, New
York, in 1851-58, when Willlam Henry elias Jerry was arrest-
ed and held as a fugitive slave. The Llberty party was
holding a convention in the c¢ity and a mob broke into the
Jall, seized Henry, and sent him away to Canada. Henry Ww.
Allen, the United States Deputy Marshal, was arrested and
brought to trial for kidnapping. Gerrit Smith acted as
counsel for the state when the marshal was tried. Henry V.
Allen was from Missourl and not related to Henry Watkins
Allen of Louisiana. For information on this case, see Trlal
of Henry W. Allen, U. 3. Deputly Mershal, for Kidnapping,
with Arguments of Counsel arge of Justice Earvgn, on the
gonstIEu%?onaIiE‘ of the ruglitlve slave Law, in ihe Sugremo
Court of New York (Syracuse, ); copy available in Cthe
LIbTary of Congress; New York Dally Timea, October 2, 1851;
New York Dally Tribune, October 4, (851; Cleveland Herald,
October 4, 1. For the identificetion of Allen, see
Mlsoellaneous Letters, MSS., February, 1888, Department of
State, Jack Lawrence, U. S. Attornsy, Northern District of
Rew York, to Danlel Webster, Seoretary of State, February 7,
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abolitionists and a number of northern states 1ln the 1850's
enacted the so-called "Perscnal Liberty Laws" to nullify the
effect on the Fugitive Slave Act. They required a jury
trial, provided for the use of the writ of habeas corpus,
forbade state officials to co-operate in apprehending sus-
pects, and prohibited the use of local Jjails for confinement
of the fugitives.ez

Two Virginia citizens, Charles F. Suttle and Williem
Brent, came to Boston in May, 1854, claimed Anthony Burns as
their slave and had him arrested. The Federal marshal placed
him in jail on May 26 and inmediately the abolitionists in
Massachusetis proteasted vigorously. Suttle and Brent were
arrested for kidnapping and placed under $5,000 bonds which
were guaranteed by Allen. During the next few days much ex-
citement ocourred in Boston.

The abolitionists called a meeting of the American Anti-
Slavery Soclety to meet at Faneull Hall., This meeting at-
tracted three or four thousand people and was led by such
noted abolitionists as Theodore Parker, Wendell Phillips,
Francis W. Bird, Stephen S. Foster, and william ILloyd
Garrison. After a number of inflamatory speeches were made
the group adjourned to meet the next morning at the court-
house, but just at that moment a messenger announced the
Negroes were trying to force their way into the jail. The

1858, in The National Archives.
62 Arthur ¢. Cole, The Irre aussible confliet, 1850-1865

(Arthur M. Sohlesinger and Dixan R. Fox_ Jed 4 HIstor of
American Life, 12 vols. [Qow York, 1927- V%& 10317, R
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modb rushed over and attempted to enter the bullding; guns
were fired, windows broken, and doors battered, but no en-
trance was effected. However, during the disturbance James
Batchelder, United States Marshal, was killed.

At midnight two companies of the United States Marines
were brought in from the Boston naval yard to protect the
courthouse. On Saturday about 500 people remained on the
courthouse lawn, but no further Alsturdbances occurred. At
the request of the attorneys the United States judge post-
poned the case from Saturday until Monday.

On Monday the trial proceeded with Charles M. Ellis and
Richard Danna, Jr., defending Burns, and B, F. Hallett,
United States district attorney, representing Suttle and
Brent, ¥Friday, June 2, Judge Edward Greely lLoring decided
that Anthony Burns, a slave, belonged to the Virginia citi-
zens and ordered him delivered into their custody. The next
day Burns surrcunded by about one hundred well-armed men and
guarded by a detachment of soldiers, was marched to the wharf
and placed on board a ship. Some 20,000 people thronged the
city to witness the affair., Many builldings decked with
mourning were c¢losed, an Amerlcan flag was tled up and draped
across the street which Burns traveled to the wharf, and
bells were tolled in many Massachusetts towna.63

After the affalr Allen wrote a letter in behalf of
Suttle and Brent to the Boston presa thanking them for their

63 New York Heraeld, May 27-31, June 2-5, 1854; Boston

Post, May 26~31, June 2, 1854; New York Tribune, May £6-31,
TJune 2-5, 1854. -
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part in trying to secure a fair trial for the slave and,
also, commending the people of Boston and Massachusetts for
their law-abiding attitude in the oase.64 When the editors

of the Boston Commonwealth who had been oriticizing Allen

continued to attack him and hls southern slaveowning friends,
he wrote a spioy letter to them praising the southern system
and defending slavery. He closed with some very pointed re-
marks about the lies and the lack of honesty of the edlitors.
Allen returned to Louisiana in the fall of 1854, and

three years later was elected to the lower House of the

66

Loulsiana legislature. Stil1l inflamed over his experience

in Boston, he introduced, in February, 1855, a retaliatory
measure against one of the personal liberty laws of Massa-
chusetts.57 The northern state's law prohibited state of-

fioclals from aiding in arresting fugitive slaves and denied

the use of Jjalls for detaining them.58 Allen's measure pro-

posed a tax of 50 per cent on all articles manufactured in
Massachusetts and offered for sale in Louisiana and prevent-
ed Massachusetts citizens from collecting debts in the state

84 Boston Post, June 3, 1854; New York Herald, June 4,
1854; west Baton Rouge Capitolien Vig-a-yis, June 2, 1854,
quoting the New York Family GCourler.

65 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, August 8, 1854, quoting the
Boston Dally Times; Boston Daily Advertiser, July 18, 1854.

66 Post, cHap. 1V.

67 Thi® same year the Texas legislature made an appropri-
ation for purchasing equipment for the state with the pro-
vision that none of it could be manufactured in the state of
Massachusetta. Qeneral Laws of the Seventh lLegislature of
the gtate of Texas (Austin, 1858), 207,

68 ¥or & eopy of the Massachusetts law, see West Baton
Rouge r Planter, February 20, 1858; New (Orleans Daily
True Delta, February 16, 18568.

65
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courts of Louisiana.sg The bill 4id not pass the lower House
and Allen was critlcized by most of the leading papers in
the state for introducing such a measure, but the Bossler
Banner thought the resolutions were sensible and that Allen
deserved much credit for them. The edltor remarked that
"guch men as Col. Allen are worth a host of union loving
cowards."vo

In the same year Governor Robert C. Wickliffe of Lou-
isiana recelived from the Governor of Maine a set of reso-
lutions adopted by the state legislature condemning the ex-
tension of slavery. These were sent to the Louisiana Senate,
but the body refused them and instructed Governor Wickliffe
to return the resolutions to Maine. The Louisiana Governor
wrote the Maine executive that "these resolutions are es-
sentially aggressive and revolutionary in their tendency and
aim, and seek the subversion of a compact which Loulsiana
has plighted her falth to support and that Louisiana would
not place such in her archives."Vl

The next year Allen became envolved with the Federal
government when he was indicted for importing slaves. He
made bond and prepared for the trial. Two United states
marshals went Vo Vest Baton Rouge, spent the night at Allen-
dale, and the next day visited the neighboring plentations

69 Loulslana House Journal, 1858, pp. 22, 88; Baton
Rouge Da11¥ Gazetla and Comet, February 12, 27, 1858; New
Orleans Dally Picayune, Fevruary l4, 1858; wWest Baton Rouge
Sugar Planter, February 20, 1858.

Weat Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, March 10, 1858 quoting
the Bossler Banner.

71 Loulslana Senate Journal, 1858, p. 10; Acts and
Resolves of the State of Malne, 1857, pp. 58-80.  ~—
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in an effort to secure evidence against Allen. When the
case came up in the November session of the court, it was
necessary to postpone until Allen's factor, Rlchard Nugent
and Company, and Captaln Baranco of the steamer D, F., Kenner
could bring all their books and records into the court. The
case was prolonged in the couris until 1861 when the out-
break of the Civil War closed it.73
In the session of 1860 Allen demonstirated very clearly
his political views on the question of secession and slavery
when he introduced a set of resolutions condemning the North
for sympathy with John Brown's raild in Virginla. The reso-
lutions stated that Loulsiana would stand by Virginia in the
svent of further invasion and proposed an appropriation of
$25,000 as a gift to ald Vvirginia in fighting the battles of
the South, They provided further that if a Black Republican
weré elected president the Governor of Loulsiana would call
immediately an election for seleoting delegates to a southern
convention and that the Governor should ask the other south-
ern states to co-operate in such a movement. The resolutions
failed to pass the lower House, but they were very indicative
of the feeling of Allen and the state rights Democrats In
Louiaiana.75
In the summer of 1859, after arranging for his candidaoy
72 United States Circuilt Court Minute Books, VIII, 34,
45, 79, 1685, 197-200, 270, in the Post 0ffice Bullding, New
Orleans; Vest Baton Rouge gugar Planter, June 18, 1859;
New Orleans Daily Pice ay 10,
73 Louisidna House urnal 1960, P 10; New Qrleans
Daily True Delta, January 10, 24, 1860; New Orleans Dail

rescent, January 19, 1860; Baton chge Dally Gazette
omet, Jenuary 20, 1860.
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in the fall elections, Allen left on & trip to Europe. He
made his way to New York and on July & salled on the sieamer
Persia in oompany with a number of distinguished people,
among them were Judah P. Benjamin, Unlted States Senator
from Louisiana, former Governor Paul 0, Hebert and hls wife,
Charles D. Stewart and family of Pointe Couped Perish, Dootor
Sol A. Smith of Rapides Pariah,v‘ and Congressman George
Bustis of Louisiena and his wife. Also on board were former
President Ignecio Comonfort of Mexlco, John Van Buren, and
0'Gorman Mahon, the Irish patriot.75 Allen was introduced
to these people and wrote that with two of them he talked
politics and "the other I entertalned, in true West Baton

Rouge style, with a small game of draw pc:l*:e::'.""}w6

while traveling in Burope Allen wrote letters to the

74 Doctor Smith became a member of General Kirby Smith's
staff in the Trans-Misslaslppi Department. Post, Chap. IX.

75 Ignacio Comonfort (1812-1863), soldier and politican,
Joined with Juan Alvarez to overthrow Santa Anna's control
of Mexico in 1855. cComonfort became President and remained
in the office until forced into exlle in 1858, Franklin H.
Hooper (ed.), Enoyclopedie Brittanioca, VI, 140; J., Fred
Rippy, The United Statea and Mexlco (New York, 1926), 168,
214-15;" Henry B. Parkes, A History of Mexico (Boston,
1938), 227-41. Charles James Fafr%cE'MEEon, better known as
0*Gorman Hamon (1800-1891), was born March 17 in Clare
County, Ireland., He was associated with Danlel ('Comnnell,
the Irish patriot, and aided him in winning the Clare County
election in 1828. ('Gorman was elected to Parllament in
1830 and served intermittently untll hls death. He worked
with Charles sStewart Parnell for Irish Home Rule in the
1880's. The Irish patriot traveled extensively in Europe
and Amerioca where he was entertained by the leading political
leaders. He participated in many civil insurrections in
Europe and South America. Dictionary of Natlional Bilography,
22 vols. (London, 1882~1982TT“§ITT"7;B:79.

76 Henry W. Allen, The Travels of a Sugar Planter or, sSix
Months in Europe (New York, 1861), 2. -




Baton Rouge Weekly Advocate describing with very choice

phrases the people he met and places he vislted. Upon

Allen's return they were assembled and reprinted under the

title, The Travels of a Sugar Planter or, Six Months in
Europe.77 Some of these comments are worth reviewing be-
cause it gives us an insight to Allen's interesta and cer-
tainly acguaints us with his vast knowledge of literaturs,
art, and the customs of the time.

Allen arrived in Liverpool and then went to Belfast,
Ireland. On his way he inspected the estate of Eaton Hall,
estimated to be worth at that time about two million dollars,
He oconsidered it one of the best and largest in Ireland.
8t. Patriok's Cathedral claimed his attention because it
econtained the remains of Dean Jonathan Swift, the writer.
Allen believed Swift's writings in defense of the Irish were
actuated more because he hated the English than because of
his love for the Irish. While standing near Swift's tomb
Allen said, "I thought of the devoted, the ill-requited
Vanessa, the constant but unhappy Stella., I thought of
Dryden and of Pope, of Addison and Sﬁeele, of Bolingbroke
and Gay, all of whom pald sourt to the mighty Dean, and
thought it an homor to be considered hia friend."78

0n leaving Ireland Allen went to Scotland, where he
visited Robert Burns' home and the scenes of Scott's Lady of
" 77 These letters were published in the Baton Rouge ﬁgg%;x

vocate, August-December, 1859. Dorsey, Recollections o
atkins Allen, 45, sald Allen went to BRurope to aid
e 1talland in the war of liberation. The writer has not

found any evidence to substantiate such a conclusion.
78 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 9.
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the Lake, which he sald were more beautiful than Scott had
pictured in his writings.

Among the places Allen saw in Edinburgh was the home of
John Knox, who, he said, “was no temporizing, milk-and-cider,
cream-cheese preacher. He spared neither king nor gqueen,
priest nor people, but boldly lashed vice wherever found, in
pampered wealth or squalld poverty."79 Allen spent much
time in describing the bulldings, churches, and statues found
in the e¢lity of Edindburgh. He thought the university the
best in Scotland and second to none in Europe.

When Captain Allen was ready to leave Scotland for Eng-
land, he left his traveling companion, Doctor Sol A. Smith.
In London Allen registered at the Trafalger Hotel, where he
met Sheldby and Johneon, two gentlemen from Misslssippl. The
three engaged in a hilarious party and enjoyed themselves in
true American style by imbibing freely. Allen said, "We oc-
casionally get on a 'burst' and astonish these phlegmatic
Bnglishmen very much 1ndeed."e° while in London Allen vis-
ited Hay Market, the Tower, Parliament, Westminster Abbey,
and nearby Hempton Court; then he took a trip down the Thames
in order to see the eight bridges which apanned the river at
that time.

The House of Lords was trying a case on appeal when
Allen visited it. He thought Henry Lord Brougham, who sat
on the right of the Chief Justice, resembled John Bell of
Tennessee and Judge Moore of St. Martin Parish, Louisiana,

79 Ibid., 27.
80 ., 37,




56
Allen belisved there were only a few great statesmen or ora-
tors in the aristocratic House of Lords, but in the House of
Commons, whioch he visited frequently, there was much talent,
Lord Palmerston, the Prime Minster, according to the Louisiana
sugar planter, was a man of great ability and Lord John
Rugsell was "every inch a statesman."” William E. Gladstone,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had "™no equal 1ln Great
Britian for clear and concise logiec, for pure and elegant
rhetoric.™ Allen thought that Lord John Russell looked very
much like the elder brother of Duncan F., Kenner of Ascension
Parish, and he aald, "They are as much alike as two black-
eyed peas or two bald-headed men possibly can be." Benjamin
Disraeli, James Whiteside, John A. Roebuok, and John Bright,
Allen considered men of talent. “John Brighty he said,wwas
a large, fine looking, stout man, resembling somewhat Toombs,
of Gaorgia."sl

Allen's visit to Westminster Abbey disturbed him be-
cause the remains of Lord Nelson and John Bunyan were not
there. He belleved they were the most influentisl men of
their time.

While in London Allen was entertained by the writer,
Doctor Samuel Warren. On & Sunday he heard the celebrated
Charles H. Spurgeon preach to about six or eight thousand
people who had assembled in the Surrey Gardens music hall,
Allen said, "He took his text, ... and without note or com-
ment, or memorandum, kept his congregation spell-bound for

81 Ibid., 43~-44.
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two hours."s2

The Loulsiana sugar planter had & unique experience
while visiting London. oOns morning during his stay there
he decided to visit Billlingsgate, or the Fish Market; so he
made a hurried trip down to the place. Driving along the
Strand on his return he noticed a familiar figure walking
briskly along the street. He Jjumped from his cart, ran over,
and walked slong with the man for a few steps until he felt
sure that it was his BEnglish friend, Prescot, who came to
Louislana each yesar to buy sugar, then Allen slepped him on
the back and said:

"How are you, o0ld fellow, You don't know me, do youl"

"No, &ir, I don't know you,” replied the stranger.

*Why, is 1t possible you have forgotten me? Have you
never been to Baton Rouge? Don't you know Dan Hickey? Dontt
you recocllect our balls at Brule's lLanding? Look at me well.
Don't you know Allen?"

The stranger replied with much reserve:

"No, s8ir, I have never been to Weat Baton Rouge; I don't

82 Ibvid., 61, 78. Samuel Warren (1807-1877), author,
lawyer, member of Parlisment, and a staunch defender of the
established church, was recognized in the decade of the
1850's a# one of England's leading writers. Two of hils best

known works are Ten Thousand a Year and Passages from the
g%gggeor a Late Physiclan. Dictlonary of Eaf%onaI Blography,

, o80-83. Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1B534-1842) was fﬁe
elder son of John Spurgeon, an independent minister. C(Charles
attended school at Coloheater, Maidstone, and Cambridge. He
became a baptist in 1850 and began preaching at the early
age of slxteen yearas. H1s oratoriocal ablility soon made him
famous throughout Bngland. Spurgeon was invited to preach
at Surrey Gardens musio hall where occasionally e&s many as
ten thousand people heerd him. At the age of twenty-two he
g:z tgs most popular preacher in England. Ibid., XVIII,

-43,
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know Dan Hickey; I don't know anything about the balls of
Brule's Landing; I have looked at you well — I don't know
Allen."

When Allen learned thse gentleman's name was Lord
Palmerston, he was astonished, and took off his hat to the
distinguished stateaman, asked forgiveness for his very rude
act, and explained that he was only wisiting in London.
Palmerston exchanged a few pleasant remarks with Allen and
invited him to visit Parliament while in London.85

Dootor Smith, Allen's traveling companion, who had
arrived in London, hurried him off for Parls on August 13 in
order that they might view the triumphant entry of Louis
Napoleon on his return from the wars in bdbelalf of the Italian
people., They arrived in time for the return of the French
army, and Allen said, "We saw a sight the like of which will
never again bs witnessed in this world. with 100,000 veteran
troops, Napoleon entered I-’aris."s"I

In Paris Allen visited the churches, parks, and public
buildings, which he enjoyed thoroughly. He described the
Palace of Luxembourg as the most gorgeous of all Parisian
buildings.85

On his way from France to Switzerland Allen went to
Dijon in the Province of Burgundy, where he found the most
serian HEs,TERELE,F 5, gy laster, 4455 exioo oty

en, Travels of a Su ar Planter, 63.
85 Ibid., 67. bDorsey, Recollections of He Watkins
Allen, 45, 48, sald she vislted with Allen aris and that

Be spent the morning hours studying French under a tutor and
went slght-seeing in the afternoon.




59
deliciocus wines that ocould be had in all the world. They
contained a flavor, he marked, that could not be duplicated,
neither could the wines be transported and still retain the
delightful flavor.

In Strassburg the Louisiana sugar planter almost had a
duel with a Frenchman over a very minor affalr. Allen ac-
cepted the challenge and was ready to give "satisfaction"
when the police intervened and stopped them.86

Allen spent gseveral days enjoying the beautiful mountain
scenes around Lucerne, Geneva, and Zurich. He thought the
scenery of the Alps was unsurpassed in any country and that
the desoriptions of it were lnadequate. From Geneva Allen
wrote to his old friend, Reverend Zebulon Butler of Port
Gibson, Mississippi, and inclosed e asprig of fern which he
pulled from a tree that grew over the grave of John Calvin,
He remsarked in writing to his old Presbyterian friend that
Calvin's faith was his parents' choice and that it would
always remain his religion.

He traveled down the Rhine River and described it as a
"beautiful stream, about the size of Red River."™ Allen be-
lieved the wines produced along the river were flne, espe-
cially the rare Johannisberg brand.

At Antwerp Allen was especlally interested in the paint-
ings in the art gallery and remarked that "No modern artist
has ever equalled the riech coloring of Rembrandt and Rubens,

86 Allen, Travels of a %%%gg Planter, 239~-42; J. C.

Robertson, "Henry watkins en," In Gontemporary Review
(London, 1866-), VIII (1868), 36,
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or the soft, silky touch of Murillo and Raphael."87 From
Antwerp he went to Alx-la-Chapelle, to Brussels, and to the
battle fleld at waterloo.

In Holland Allen was attracted by the lowness of the
land and the problem of maintaining the levees. He observed
the locks at the mouth of the Rhine and, in his letter to
the Advocate, described their method of operation. He
thought the people of Holland had done a fine job of holding
back the Rhine and the oc¢ean, and stated that the people of
Louisiana could do Just as good a job fighting the Missis-
sippi River. Allen urged that the levee system of Louisiana
ought to be placed under the control of the state and sup-
ported from a general fund.

The Loulsiana traveler said the women in Holland were
down right pretty for "they all look fresh, clean, and
healthy. True they have broad flat feet and round chubby
faces, and can't say a word, but the eternal yaw ~—— yaw —=
still, I like the Dutch gals."aa

Allen passed through Leyden on his way to Berlin, where
he called upon his friend, Edward Butler of Ibeisville Parish,
who was attached to the legation, and was entertalned in
true Loulslana atyle. He visited in Dresden and Vienna,
where in the Austrian arsenal he saw their artillery wagons
and baggage trains. Allen thought it was a shame for the

Austrians to have so many very fine wagons because they

87 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 115.
88 Ivid., I19-20, — — = ’
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ocould be used for hauling sugar cane, a much better purpose
than hauling cannon balls and powder. In commenting upon
war Allen sald, "I much prefer to fight crab-grass cockle-
burs, to mortal men of flesh and blood; and such modest un-
pretending tools as the plough, the hoe, and the spade, are
much more congenial to my nature than broadswords, smooth-
bores, and graple--snot.“s9

The sugar planter was always ready to attend the opera
or other fine entertainments end did not mlss an opportunity
to hear a good program., He attended the operas in France,
England, and Germany, and in Vienna he was fortunate in being
able to atiend a band concert of Straust's at a fashionable
resort in the suburbs.

In Italy Allen visited Trieéte, Milan, Venice, Padusa,
Verona, Sclferino, Turin, Alessandria, and Genoa. He thought
Victor Emmanuel was very popular and held in deep affection
by his people, but they were all agalnst Napoleon for not
liberating them from Austrian control. He traveled by boat
from Genoa to Leghorn, and spent a few days visiting the art
galleries, the leaning tower, and the cathedrals in Pisa and
Florence. In Florence Allen was the guest of Hiram Powars,go
the American sculptor, and while visiting in the city he met
two Englishmen who remained his companions until they com-
pleted their sojourn in Italy. The Englishmen were Willlam
Forsythe, an eminent lawyer of London, and Reverend J. C.

89 Ibid., 151.
90 Post, Chap. V.
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Robertson, a scholar and minister.gl Oon the trip from
Leghorn to Rome the two Englishmen discovered that Allen was
a willing talker, and without much encouragement he told
them about America and that he was a sugar planter from
Louisiana; he also remarked that he had engaged in a number
of duels or "diffioculties” dut that he always fought in be~
half of someone else. In Rome, which Allen described as
"a one-horse® pleace,” the Englishmen saw very little of thelr
traveling companion during the day; he rushed about from one
Place to another seeing Rome as only Americans could see it.
They thought Allen saw more in five days than any Englishman
could see in three weeks.ga

Allen described the Tiber River as a small, muddy
stream, about as wide as the Atchafalaya, at Simmesport,
Louisiana, but not so deep. He said it was "a filthy-looking
stream, and I should think a very congenial place for log-
gerhead turtles and mud cats. There 1s no poetry about this
river. It smells too bad."93

Leaving Rome Allen traveled by boat to Marsellles and
went to Paris and London. On the trip to Marseilles he
contracted a fever which mude him quite sick all the way to
London, and for several days after his arrivel he waes in a

eritical condition. Forsythe visited Allen while he lay 11l
and did muoh to comfort him; also Beverly Tucker, United

81 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 206; Robertson,
"Henry Watkina Allen,™ in loc.
92 Robertson, "Henry wﬁfEInd__Ilen," in loc. clt., 36.
93 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 21T.




States consul at Liverpool, did mueh to ald him during his
1llnass.94 Allen recovered sufficlently to return to the
United States late in November. He arrived in Boston on
November 23, still very weak and suffering from his recent
iliness., Barly the next month he was in West Baton Rouge
and wrote his last letter to the Advocate concerning the

Buropean trip. It compared the United States and England
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and concluded with a budget for such a trip as he had taken.

He thought one could make a ninety day trip to Burope for

$1,000 if he d4id "not risk his money at cards in a strange

land."95

Although in poor health, Allen plunged into publlc life

once again. His first work was to assist in getting the

Industrial Fair Association ready for its exhibition in 1860.

This organization was composed of citizens in Bast and West

Baton Rouge who had organized for the purpose of encouraging

agriculture and industry in Loulsiasna. Allen, vice-president

94 Ibid., 2287; Robertson, "Henry Watkins Allem," in loc.
cit., 39. Nathaniel Beverly Tucker (1820-1890), ConfedeTate

agent, the son of Henry St. George Tucker, was born in
Winchester, Virginia. He was educated at Richmond Academy

and the University of Virginia, Beverly engaged in business

for a brief period in Richmond snd then went to Washington
as editor of the Sentinel. In 1857 he succeeded Nathaniel
Hawthorne as consul at Liverpool. When Virginia seceded
from the Union, Tucker returned and became agent for the
Confederacy. He visited Burope and Canada in the interest

of the Southern cause but was thwarted in all of his efforts.

After the war he was accused of complicity in the plot to
murder Lincoln and for a time the government offered a re-

ward of $25,000 for him. He spent a number of years travel-

ing in England, Mexlco, and Canada but returned to the

United States in 1872. Dictionary of american Blogrephy,
m, 57‘58 . -

95 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 246-49.
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of the Association, was a member of the committee to pur~

chase premiums for the falr and was also on a committee to

secure a charter from the leglslature for the Aasoeiation.g6

In March of the followlng year the first exhibition wes held
on the grounds of the United States barracks north of the
city of Baton Rouge. It was well attended and pronounced a

success by evorybne.gv

During the summer of 1860 a permanent organization was
erffected for the Fair Association. It was capitalized at
$100,000 with shares selling for $100 each. Allen was one

of the first to buy stock in the Assoclatlion, and by August

over thirty members had purchased shares.ga The leglslature

granted a charter for the organization in 1861 and named the

first Board of Direotors;99 however, the outbreak of the war

interrupted the work of this organization before it held
another exhibition.

In 1859, under the leadership of Allen, the Loulslana

Historical Society was ro-org&nized.loo The preliminary

96 Baton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, December 8, 1859,
January 18, 1860, }

97 Ibid., Harch 1218, 1860,

98 TbId., August 3, 1860; New Orleans Dally Picayune,
August 9, 1860,

100 The first socletly in Louisiana was the Historical
Soclety of louisiena, organized May 9, 1835. Henry Adams
Bullard addressed the group at its second meeting in January
the followlng year when he was elected president. This
soclety had a very short life but it was re-organized under
the influence of Judge Frangolis Xavier Mertin in 1846 who
served as president until his death in December of that year.
H. A. Bullard was chosen preasident and served until his death
in 1851. During the next few yeara there does not appear to
have been an active organization. walter Prichard (ed.),
"Henry Adams Bullard: Pirst President of the Louisiana




85
meeting was held in June in the capitel; Allen was aelected
president pro tempore and George A. Pike of Baton Rouge wes
appointed seoretary. A committee was appointed to prepare a
constitution and by-laws for the organlzaetion; then the group
adjourned and acoepted Allen's lnvitatlon to dinner in the

Gem Saloon.lol In the following month they adopted the pro-

posed constitution and elected Charles Gayarre president.mB
Allen secured permission from the state for the Soolety to
hold its meetings in the capitol and was instrumental in
securing a charter for the Soclety. He was one of the char-
ter members. Allen introduced a resolution in the legis-
lature requiring all Notarial and Colonial Records in the
city of New Orleans to be deposited with the State Librarian
in Baton Rouge. At the meeting of the Soclety in February,
1860, the charter was accepted and Gayarré'made president,

Allen, first vice-president, and Daniel D. Avery, second-

vice-preaident.los At the seocond anniversary meeting of the

Soclety, held in the capitol in 1861, Allen was made presi-

dent, Avery, first vice-president, and S, M. Hart, second

vice»prasident.m4 The work of the Soclety was soon brought

%1ato§1ca1 Soolety,” in Loulslena Historical Quarterly, XIX
1938), 7-8.
101 west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, June 23, 1859; Baton

Rouge Dail Gazette and , June &1, 1859,

10 Baton Houge gﬁ r Planter, July 23, 1859. The
other officers were John Perkins, Jr., Lirst vioe-president,
Daniel D. Avery, second vioe-yresident, Reverend T. Castleton,
corresponding secretary, George A, Pike, recording secretary,
P, M, Kent, treasurer, and Henry Droz, State Librarian,
curator.

103 Ibid., February 18, 1860; Baton Rouge Dally Gazette
and comaf February 16, 1860; Louislena House Journal,
1880, p. . 109, Louisiana Acts, 1860, pp. 5=, 95,

104 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, Fabruary 16, 1861;



66
t0 a slose by the outbreak of the Civil war.

In 1861 the people of Texas lnstituted a search for two
guns known as the "Twin Sisters®, They were the only pleces
ol artillery which General Houston had in the battle of San
Jasinto, April 81, 1836, when his army defeated Santa Anna.
The guns were brought to lLouisliana when Texas was admitted
into the Union in 1846 and stored at the Federal arsenal in
Baton Rouge; later they were sold for scrap iron. Allen in-
stituted a search for them and located one at the foundry of
Hill and Markham in Baton Rouge, and C. A. Brusle of Iber-
ville found the other one in St. Gabriel in Iberville Parish.
The Louisiana legislature under the leadership of Allen ap-
propriated money to have these mounted and returned to Texas.
William F. Tunnard, well-known iron worker in Baton Rougs,
mounted and engraved them. On March 4, 1861, Allen, Brusle,
and william G. Austin presented them to Texas.loa The Texas
legislature in 1862 adopted resolutions thanking the state
of Loulsiana for the gift and resolved "That it 1s our de-
sire to cultivate and perpetuate the friendly relations that
now exist between this State and the State of Loulsiana and
should an occasion occur in which it will become necessary

for Texas to use the 'Twin Sisters', In defense of the right

Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, February 13, 186l.

105 Louislana House Journal, 1581, p. 35; letter of
George Williamson to H, W. Allen; Alexandria Louisiana
Democrat, May 26, 1866; Plaquemine Iberville Gazette and
Sentinel, April 6, 1881. These guns were glven Lo Texas DY
the pecple of Cincinnati, ohio, in 1838. They were cast by
Miles CGrenwood, a noted ironmaster, of Ohlo. Stephenson,
Texas and the Mexican war, 75.
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of Loulsiana, Texss, or any other State ln the confederacy,
and to repel the invasion of a despot, the sons of Texas

will be ready to man them, and remain by them until the in-

vaders of our ocommon country shall be driven from our soil."106

The "Twin Sisters” were lost before the close of the Clvil

War and, although there have been many reports concerning

their location, the guns have not been found.lo7

106 General Laws of the Ninth Legislature of the State of
Texas, 1862 (Houston, 1582), 355.

107 E. W. winkler, "The 'Twin Sisters®' (annon, 1836-1865,"
%n Southwestern Historical Quarterly (Austin, 1897-), XXI




Chapter IV
LOUISIANA POLITICS, 1852-1861

From 1830 to 1860 local politics in Loulsiana were
often decided by the issue of "Awerican" versus "Creole©,
but on national questions during the period of “personal
politics™ the people followed Jackson or Clay. After their
followers had aligned themselves on natiocnal 1asues 1lnto
Democrats and Whigs, respectively, the people of Louisiana
arffiliated with one or the other of the two groups.l The
sugar growers, needing & protectlive tariff, supported the
Whigs, whose strength centered in New Orleans and the sugar
growing regions, although a large number of voters in the
Red and Quachita River valleys also affiliated with the
party. The Whigs and Democrats were about evenly divided
in the decade preceeding midcentury, but in the 1850's the
Democrats gained control of the state leglslature and all
state offices. On national issues the Whigs divided into a
Northern or "Conscience" group and a Southern or "“Cotton"
faction. In Loulsiana the party deolined rapidly after 1850
and wasa replaced by the American, or Know Nothing, party.

The American party appeared first in Loulslana early in
1835 when the "Natives" 1n New (Orleans organized to oppose
the roreignere.z The organization, also called Xnow

1 For a discussion of Loulsiana politics in the decade of
the 1850's, see James K. Greer, "lLouisiana Politics, 1845~
1881,7 in Louisiana Eistorissl gusrterly, XII i%@i 381~
416, 555-6 T (19307, 67- %6—257‘%03 444-483, 617-654.

2 V. Darrel overdyks, "History of the American Party in

68
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Nothings, became important after 1854, when they replaced
the Whigs as the leading opposition party in the 3tate. By
1859 or 1860, a substantial number affilisted with the South-
ern Democrats on national issues which dominated state poll-
tics at that time; others allied themselves with the new
Constitutional Union party.

The year 1858 was a very busy time for the Louisiana
electorate because they were callad upon to elect repre-
sentatives to a constitutional convention, presidential
electors, a full ticket of state officlals, and to vote upon
a proposed constitution.

The Whigs, who were in power, elected 85 out of 126
delegates to the constitutional convention and had no 4if-
ficulty in controlling the work of the organization. When
the convention assembled at the capitol on July 5, Duncan
F. Kenner from Ascension was elected president and John E.
Layet, seeratary.s Judah P. Benjamin, recently elected
United States senator, acted as floor leader and was able
to complete the work of the convention in less than four
weeksa. The convention liberalized the suffrage require-
ments, modified office qualifications by removing property
requirements, apportioned representation in the legislature

by population instead of qualified voters, and provided for

Louisiana," ibid., Xv (1932), 581-88; XVI (1933), 84-91,
256-77, 409-86, 608-27.

3 New Orleans Dally Picayune, July 10, 1852; Journal of
the Convention to Form a New gonstitution for the State of
Touislana (New Orleans, 1B52), 4. Cited herealter as
Journal of the Conventlon.
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the biennial election of all state officlals except the
governor, liesutenant governor, and secoretary of state, who
served for four years. Judges were made elective for the
first time in the history of the state, a simplified method
of amending the constitution was recommended, and, to en-
courage internal improvements, liberal laws for joint-stock
companies were proposed. The convention completed its work
July 31, and submitted the constitution at £he November
election. At the same time voters were also called upon to
elect presidential electors.‘

Both Loulisiana parties were in the fleld early in 18582,
The Demoerats held their first large meseting June 2¢ in New
Orleans, and John Slidell, one of the state's prominent
Democrats, gave the princlpal address.s

As the Whigs had controlled the constitutional con-
vention and were in possession of all state offices, they
were confident of carrying the state. They held thelr
ratification meeting in New Orleans early in July and Sena-
tor Benjamin addressed the group. Later they sent Randell
BHunt into Rapldes Parish and BenjJamin into the Attekapas
country as stump speakers for the campaign.6

Allen had been very active in the Whig party during the
1840's while a lawyer, planter, and legislator in Mlssis-
8ippi; so when he became a sugar planter in Loulslana, it

4 Ibido’ 90'100.
5 New Orleans weekl; Delta, June 28, 1852; New Orleans

Daily Picayune, Jume 27, 1852.
New Brgeans Weekly Delta, July 4, 1852; New Qrleans
Daily Pleayune, July Z, September 15, 1852,
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was natural for him to ocontinue a member of that party. His
ability as an orator and his readiness as a debater qulokly
won him a place on the speaker's platform at all party meet-
ings and public gatherings. Within elx months after his
arrival in wWest Baton Rouge Allen was on the stump for the
Whigs. On Ootober 2, 1852, he was the principal speaker at
a Whlg barbecue in Plaquemine, whlither he had gone by boat
with a number of friends from Bast and West Baton Rouge par-
ishes. The followlng week it was reported that Allen scored
"a complete triumph" in a political debate with Zdward White
Robertson, a Democrat, at Brusly Landing.7 He was a speaker
at virtually every important Whig meeting in the central
part of the state during the presidential campaign.

The chief opposition to the new constitution centered
in the method of apportioning representation which gave the
Whig planters with a large number of slaves too much in-
fluence in the government.a However, the constitution re-
ceived a majority vote in twenty-six parishes and was adopt-
ed by over 4,000 votes in a total of 34,372 ballots. Rati-
fication support came frem both parties because the Democrats
carried the state in the presidential election by only 1,400
votes.9
Both political partles called state conventions im-
7 ﬁMEt Baton Rouge Capltolian Vis-a~¥is, October 2, 6,
13, 26, 30, 1852.
8 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, September 4, 8, 1852; New
Orleans Daily Trué peita, October 3, 1852; New Orleans

paily Picayune, November 3, 1852.
New (Orleans Weekly Delta, November 28, December 15,
1852.
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mediately after the adoption of the constitution and select-
ed tiokets for the December electlon. The Whigs assembled
in Baton Rouge late in November and named Louis Bordelon,
state auditor from Avoyelles, as their candldate for gover-
nor after Randell Hunt, well-known lawyer of New Orleans,
declined the nomination. John Ray of Ouachite was nominated
for lieutenant governor.lo Paul Q. Hebert, a Creole farmer,
and %, W, Farmer of Unlon Perish were the Democratic nomi-
nees for governor and lieutenant governor, reSpectively.ll

The brief perliocd for campaigning and the inadequate
transportetion facilities prevented the candldates from
making a state-wide campaign. Thelr work was confined for
the most part to New Orleans and the southern part of the
state. The Whigs advocated railroad bullding and other in~
ternal improvements, but more or less rested upon the
laurels won in securing the adoption of the constitution.

The Democrats advocated state aid for public works, rail-
roads, common schools, and a shorter term for judicial of=-
ficlals.

After a short and listless campaign the Demccrats elect-
ed a oomplete state ticket. They gained control of the

10 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, November 30, 1852; New
g:i;insﬁ%%%%z Ptggm e;,snegaggfr ggﬁeiagﬁgdlggg;gréggﬁsnaniel
D. Avgry, searetary of s%ato; R. N. 0Ogden, attorney general;
John E. Layet, auditor; George (. McWhorter, treasurer; and
Thomas B. Thorpe, superintendent of education.

11 New Orleans VWeekly Delta, December 5, 1852; Baton
Rouge Daily Oomet, December £, 1852. Other cendidates were

Andrew S. Herron, secretary of state; Cherles E. Grenaux,
treasurer; Imsac K. Morse, attorney general; and J, N.

Carrigen, superintendent of education.
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legislature by electing fourteen of the twenty-three sena-
tors and fifty-one of the eighty-two representatives. Hebert
received a majority of 2,030 votea.l2

Louisisnats first important political event of the year
1853 was the election of a United States senator to ocoupy
the seat vecated by Pierre Sould, who had resigned in April
to become minister to Spain.l3 The Democrats were in con-
trol of the state political organlzation, the leglslature,
and all state offices; but thers was a bitter fight growing
within the ranks of the party. Although Soulé had been for
a number of years the leader of the Democratioc group, John
Slidell had, in the late forties, made hls influence felt
among the party leaders and was ready to challenge Soule's
leadership. To bring peage and harmony within the ranks of
the party, there were efforts to make 3lidell minister to
one of the Central American countries; but by declining the
appointment he thwarted these plans to get him out of the
state., In the Democratic caucus Slidell was opposed by
Governor Hebert, Lisutenant Governor Farmer, and former
Governor Alexandre lMouton. However, Slidell won the nomi-
nation on the elghth ballot, ¥ and the pemoorats, being in

12 New Orleans Weekly Delta, January 16, 1853; New
O Rew oiTents Foskly velta) i?s:-ﬁa?.?' 1853, Although
the constitution df'IEE% IIaited the regular term of the
legislature to slxty days, an exception was made for the
first seassion because the convention had anticipated more
work for the assembly than usual; therefore the leglslature

had not adjourned when Soule resigned his place in the
Senate.

14 Rew Orleans Dally True Delta, April 28, 1853; New
orleans Daily Picayune, iay 4, 1853,
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control of the legislature, had no trouble in defeating his
opponent, Theodore G, Hunt, the whig nominae.15 Two years
later Slidell was re-slected to the position by defeating
the Whig candidate, Judge John Moore from St. Martin Parish.l6

In the year 1853 both parties placed candidates in the
field in each of the four congressional districts, and in
the nominating conventions both groups showed signs of dis-
sension. In their strongest district, the second, which was
composed of the sugar regions, the Whigs had a hard fight
before the convention at Donaldsonville in August could
nominate Theodore G. Hunt of New Orleans, The rural parishes
opposed Hunt because he was from the city which had both
United States aenators.17 In the ensuing campaign Allen,
David N, Barrow, and Philip Winfree, Jr., did excellent ser-
vice for thelr party in the parishes of Iberville, Avoyelles,
and East and West Baton Rouge.

The election returns placed three Democrats and a Whig,
Theodore G. Hunt, in office.le After the results were an-
nounced, the usual cry of stealing, fraud, and graft in the
election was volced by the press in various districts, but
at this time Charles Gayarré, the defeated candidate in the

15 Kew Orleans Dally Picayune, May 4, 1853; New (Orleans

paily Crescent, May 4, 1833,

18 few Orleans Daily Picayune, January 24, 1855.

17 Hew Orleans Weekly ﬁaI%a, July 24, August 7, 1853;
New Orleans Dally Crescent, August 3, 1853,

18 New orleans Dally Plcayune, November 10, 17, 1853; New
Orleans Veekly Delta, November <7, 1853; Baton Rouge Dail
Comet, December &, 1853. Judge Willlam Dunbar defeated

es Gayarre in the first district, Hunt won over James
Davis 1n the second, John Perkins, Jr., won over Preston
Pond, Jr., in the third, and Charles Jones won over John
Blair Smith in the fourth distriot.
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first distriot, startlied the state by publishing a pamphlet
in which he exposed the corrupt election methods in the elty
of New Orleans.lg

Before the election of 1855, the disintegrating Whig
party was replaced by the rapidly growing American or Know
Nothing organigzation. In July the Americans met in New
Orleans to name their state ticket. Charles Derbigny of New
Orleans won the nomination for governor over such candidates
as Charles M. Watterman of (Orleans, William Christy of New
Orleans, and John Ray of Quachita. Other candidates select-
ed were Lewis Texada, Rapides, for lieutenant governor;
Robert G. Beales, East Baton Rouge, for secoretary of state;
James Victor Duralde, West Baton Rouge, for treasurer;
Walter Rossman, Claiborne, for auditor; Randell Hunt, New
Orleans, for attorney general; and 0. D. Stillman, Ouachita,
for superintendent of education. Thus the first complete
American party state ticket represented every section of the
state. The party platform called for a retrenchment of ex-
penditures, a more efficient and economical administration
of the Department of Internal Improvementa, expansion of the
educational system, and more stringent regulation of immi-
gration.zo

19 Charles Gayarre, Address to the People of the State on
the Late Frauds Perpetrated at the Electlon held on the 7th
of November, 1853, in the City of New Orleans |New (rleans,
1853); XNew orleans Dally E'Fé%c"é'ﬁ't’,"’ﬁem'za, 1853; west
Bouge Mebly ghreer Hoverher 15" 1050, ) v 16993 paton

20 New Orleans Dall creaceni, September 5, 1855; Baton

Rouge Daily Comet, July 7, 1855; New Orleans Daily Plcayune,
July 6, F ow Orleans Daily Delta, July 2-6, g55.
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The Demoorats had assembled in June with their usual
factional differences in the convention. Slidell's faction,
the old line group, was led by John M. Sandidge, spsaker of
the House. The younger and more aggressive faction was led
by Robert C. Wickliffe, president pro tempore of the 3enate.
Wiockliffe won the nomination for governor, and Charles Mouton
received the sscond place on the ticket. The platform of the
Democrats proclaimed loyalty to the Unlon, endorsed the
Kansas-Nebraska Act, and declared opposition to the Know
Nothings and their secret organization.al

In the congressional nominations of that year, Allen
was favorably mentioned as the American party candidate for
the third district. The New Orleans Crescent referred to
him as a gentleman, a scholar, a fine writer, and a man of
much practical experlience. The Baton Rouge gomet said, "The
Col. is a polished gentleman; one both worthy and well
qualified; and being 'a planter', he is ldentified permanent-
ly with the interest of Loulsiana."” oiher candidates men-
tioned were G, B. N. Walles of Concordia, Preston Pond, Jr.,
of East Fellclana, and GCovernor Hebert, but when the dis-
trict convention assembled 1n Vidalia on July 28, Pond was
nominated. George Bustis, Theodore G. Hunt, and william B.
Lewls were named in first, seoond, and fourth districts,

respectively.zz

21 New Orleans Weekly Delta, June 28, 1855; New Orleans
Daily Delta, June 20, EE,“IQEB; Baton Rouge Daily Comet,
June 20, 1855.

22 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, July 12, 1855; New Orleans
Daily Crescent, July ©, 28, 1855.
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When the Vidalia meeting di1d not nomirate Allen for
Congress, the state senatorial district convention selected
him to oppose the Democratic candidate, Bennett Barton
Simmes of Pointe coupee'.a5
The campaign was a spirited one, especially for Allen
and Simmes in the senatorial distrioct. Allen spoke at St.
Francisville, Whitakers Springs, and Greenwell Springs. On
August 19 Allen, speaking at Pointe Couped courthouse, oOp-
posed Simmes in a Bpeech which held the audience spell-bound
for two hours. A few days later the New (Orleans (rescent
reported that a meeting at Brusly Landing was closed by
Allen in a speech replete with power and eloquence, which
had a ™most happy effect upon his hearers.” The paper
stated that the Colonel was doing yeoman service and de-
served much at the hands of the American party.84
The campalgn caused much rivalry in the city of New
Orleans and in the rural parishes. Torochlight parades, bar-
becues, and muslc added to the interest and attendance of
these gatherings. In July the Democcrats met in New (Orleans,
where Wickliffe, Moise, and Herron spoke before a large as-
sembly. They oritioized the Know Nothing party for its
secret organizetion and made political capital of its anti-
catholic position. The speakers deprecated the dissolution
of the Whig party and urged its members to Jjoin the Demo-
23 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, August 10, 1855. Allen was
referred to frequently a8 Captain or Colonel.
24 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, August 10, 1855; Baton Rouge
Democratic Advocate, August 16, 1855; Baton Rouge gg%51§ul

Advocate, August 30, 1855; New Orleans Daily Crescent, y
ZI, September 4, 8, 20, october 24, 1855.




78

oratic ranks.gs

The Know Nothings entered the campaign of 1855 handil-
capped hecause of their treatment at the national convention
in .Tune.85 But they were detearmined to overthrow the Demo-
cratic machine and went about their campaign in a very
seriocus manner. A large demonstration was held in New (rleans
late in July. Wwilllam M. Perkins was president of the meet-
ing; Charles Derbigny, ocandidate for governor, George Eustls,
congressman, and Albert Plke were the principal apaaknra.zv
The party expected and invited Senator Benjamin to enter lts
ranks since the Whilgs had dissolved, but was dlsappointed
when he declined to declare openly for the mu‘t‘.y..z8

The approach of election day brought much excitement
and many disturbances throughout the state. Rlota in New
Orleans and fights in the rural parishesa intensified the
campaign. The Democratic press practiced the 0ld political
trick of publishing daily in their papers long lists of
withdrawls from the Enow Notbhing party. On election day
New Orleans had a number of fights when foreigners were
denied the right to approach the polls, and in two places

the ballot boxes were destroyed by the mobs.29

25 New (Orleans ¥Weekly Delte, July 22, 1855; New (Qrleans
Daily Crescent, July 28, 1855; New (Orleans Daily Picayune,
July 23, 1855,

26 Loulsiana sent alx delegates to the national cone
vention. Charles Gayarré, one of the representatives, was
a Catholic and was not admitted as a delegate to the natione
al meeting. New Orleans Weekly Delta, June 17, 1855,

27 Rew (Orleans Weekly Delta, July 15, 1886.

28 I1bid., August 3-8, IBB5]; New Orleans Daily Picayunse,
August 7, 1855.

£9 Baton Rouge Weekly Advocate, August 9, 30, September
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The election returns placed the entire Democratlic state
ticket in office. The vote for governor gave Wickliffe
22,382 and Derbdbigny 19,417 votes, The Democrats elected
forty-seven members to the lower House and ten senators,
giving them a majority ln each House. In the congressional
races three Demoocrats and one American were elected. ZHustis
(American) won over Albert Fabre; Miles Taylor defeated
Hunt; Davidson won over Pond, and Sandidge defeated Lewis in

the first, second, third, and fourth districts, respec-

tively?c

The political pot began to boill early in 1866, when
Hebert, the retiring governor, and wickliffe, the incoming
executive, called attention to the corrupt conditions in the
New Orleans electiona during the past few years and sug-
gested that something should be done to regulate them. The
legislature investigated the election of the sheriff in New
Orleans and found reasons for expelling him from office.

The Senate expelled three members of the American party from
New Orleans and the House¢ expelled one member from New
Orleans because of election trauda.sl

The first electlion held in the state during the year
was for the city officials of New Orleans in June. The
igésgv,nls55; New Orleans g;%lz Plcayune, Ootober 3, 31,

; New Orleanan§§§§;¥ Delta, November 11, 1855.

30 New (Orleans y Trueé pDelta, December 4, 1855; New
Orleans Daily Picayune, Kovember 12, 18, 1855; Opelousas
des Courlier, Deeemger 8, 1865; Baton Rouge WBaKIz Advooate,
November 17, 1855.

31 New Orleans Daily Picayune, January 24, 1856; New
Orleans Weekly Deltla, January %7, February 3, March 30, 1856;
New Orleans Daily Crescent, March 27, 1856.
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The American party demonatrated its strength when 1t elected
Major Charles M. Watterman and won all the other contesta.aa
The chief interest in the state during the year was the
presidential election slated for November. The Democrats
met in Baton Rouge in Mareh with their members divided as
usual under the two lsaders, Soulé and Slidell. The con-
vention elected representatives from the Soulé faction to
the national oonvention.33
The American party parish organizations held meetings
in the spring to name representatives for a state convention,
In Weat Baton Rouge, Allen, Henry M, Favrot, Dan Hickey, and
Joachim Alllett, all former Whigs, were eslected delegates to
the state meeting scheduled to meet in Baton Rouge.zé The
convention assembled in June with about 273 present, chose
John Waddill of Natchlitoches president, and selected a num-
ber of vice-presidents, among whom was Allen., After Bernard
Marigny of New Orleans addressed the convention, it adopted
resolutions favoring Millard Fillmore and A. J. Donelson as
candidates for president and vice-president, respectively.
The convention elected an executive committee, abolished all
secret oréanizations, and adopted the pla®form which had
been formulated at the Philadelphla meeting in February.
The meeting closed with an address by Allen, who, according
32 New Orleans Dail ?1ca§§ge, June 3, 18568; New (Orleans

Daily True Delta, June .
3% Wew orleans Dally Plcayune, March 12, 1856; Baton
ave, ﬁhrcﬁ %g

Rouge weekI% Advocate, » 1806; New QOrleans Daily
me De a’ ¥ o] » 12. 16560

~ 84 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 17, 1856.
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to a Baton Rouge paper, "made one of those *'telling' speeches,
for which he is remarkabla.“35

An effort was made by a number of the old line whigs to
resuscitate their party in September, when they called for
meetings in New Orleans; however, they were unable to effect
an organigation which could compete with the two parties in
the state. After a number of meetings, each having a small
attendance, the Whigas gave up the idea of reorganizing their
party.se

The campaign brought forth much oratory on the Kansas-
R;braska bill but Loulsiana appeured apathetic toward the
issue. More interest was manifested in the state on the
Cuban question because 1t had greater possibilities for the
people of Louisiana.37

The election returns were a source of much pleasure to
the Democrats because in the past four years they had de-
feated the Whig party in both state and national elections
and now they had defeated the Americans in their first bid
for the state's electoral vote. Buchanan polled 22,164 and

Fillmore 20,7098 votes; although the majority was small, the

Democrats had carried thirty-four pariahea.38

35 vest Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 31, June 7, 21,
1856; Baton Rouge Daily Advocate, june 17, 1858; Baton
Rouge Daily Comet, June 17, 1856; New Orleans Dail
crescent, June 18, 1856; New Orleans Dally nhelfa, June 20,

36 New Orleans Daily Picayune, Ootober 12, 28, 1856; New
orleans Weekly Delfa, September 28, 1856.
37 ves on Kouge Sugar Planter, August 16, 23, Qctober
4

4, 25, 30, 1858; Baton Rouge 'mif' Comet, September 16
October 3: a8, i856; Baton Rouge Wee % Advogata, September

27, 1856; New Orleans Dally Crescein ugust 1o, Sepltember
%g: gggg er 7, 1866; T EEnﬁ“ﬁhIiy P cayune: September
» .

38 New Orleans Dally Crescent, November 25, 1856; Baton
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The year 1857 was another busy time for the voters in
Loulsiana because it was necessary to elect congressmen,
certalin state officlals, members of the lower House, and one
half of the state senators.

The Democrats took the field first. Early in May they
held their state convention in Baton Rouge and nominated
Edward W. Robertson, auditor; R. A. Hunter, Rapides, treasur~
er, and W. I. Hamilton, Natchitoohes, superintendent of
education, They endorsed the administration, and condemned
the American party for its secrecy and its anti-Catholle
st.and.59 Within a few months every parlsh and senatorlal
district had nominated candidates for the leglslature.
Charles J. Villere, Miles Taylor, Thomas G, Davidson, and
John Sandidge were nominated for the congressional districts.

The American party assembled a large and enthusiastic
convention in Baton Rouge on June ¢ to nominate candidates
for state and congressional offices. They nominated Frank
Hardesty of East Pelioclana, Joseph W. Walker, St. Mary, and
W. A. Lacy, Caddo, for audlitor, treasurer, and superintendent
of education, respectively. The convention adopted reso-
lutions condemning the misrule of the Demoocratlic party with-
in the state and authorized the appointment of a state ex-
ecutive committee, After the state convention adjourned,
the delegates assembled in thelr respective district con-
ventions and nominated George Bustis, New Orleans, Glendy
Rouge Dalily Comet, November 12, 1856,

29 Wew ofIEEHE'g?gég Plcayune, May 19, 1857; New (Orleans

Daily Delte, May 1 ;s Kew Orleans Weekly Delta
une 21, Iﬁév. ’ ’ L ’
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Burke, New Orleans, George W. Watterson, Livingston, and
William H. Sparkes, Jackson, for first, seoond, third, and
fourth congressional district candidates, respeativaly.4o

A few days after the state meeting adjourned Allen was
nominated by the West Baton Rouge Parish convention as a
candidate for the state legislature, receiving fifty-onse
votes to seventeen for his opponent, Frame A. Woods. In

announcing the nomination, the West Baton Rougeé Sugsr Planter

said Allen was "known all over the state as a brilliant and
beautiful speaker, and emphaticelly a man of our times, our
parish will feel a pride in her selection to represent her
in the General Assembly." Allen defeated his Democratic

opponent, E. B. Trinidad, by a decisive vote in the fall
electian.*l
The chief excitement in the campalgn occurred in the
third congressional district, where the Democrate, because
of dissension, had two candidates, L., J. Sigur and Thomas G.
Davidson. They were opposaed by George W. Iﬂ:’azd:tm'sc>11.‘"‘3
After a close and bitter fight Davidson retained his place
in Congress. Two other Democrats, Miles Taylor and John
Sandidge, and George Eustis, American, from the first dis-
trict, were re-elected. 1In the state elections the Demo-
crats won all the state offices and elected a majority in
40 Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, June 15, 1857;

New Orleans Daily Crescent, June 10, IZ, 1857; Baton Rouge
Daily Gezette and Comet, June 10, 12, 1857,
Weat Baton Rouge Bugar Planter, July 4, October 10,
1857; Baton Rouge Dail zotte and comet, July 10, 1857,
42 New Orleans Weekly Ploayune, dotober 5, 1857.
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both Houses of the ].eg:i.slatmro,‘3 a fact which was very im-
portant because of the approaching senatorial election.

The Democrats anticipated no trouble in controlling the
state politics in 1859 if they could compromise their dif-
ferences. The split between Slidell and Soulé had sontinued
to grow until it had almost divided the party within the
state, and the senatorial election of 1859 demonstrated
clearly how dangerous it was for the organization. Senator
Benjamin had indicated that he might retire at the expiration
of his term, opening the field for other candidates., Before
time for the electlon he agreed to stand for re-election to
hold the party together. The rural parishes, growing rest-
less under the leadership of the New (rleans group, were
ready to offer their own candidates for the position. North
Louisiena wanted Congressman John M. Sandidge, and central
Louisiana pushed the candidacy of Henry M. Gray.

The Democrats had a majority of twenty-five in the joint
assembly and therefore had only to agree upon a candidate
before entering the election. They aspent two days in caucus
at Baton Rouge before they nominated Benjamin. This was
done, however, when the followers of Gray failed to attend
the caucus. When the leglislature convened for the electlon,
Gray's followers placed his name before the group and a small
number of Americans nominated Randell Hunt., Allen and four
other members of the American party voted for Benjamin, en-
abling him to get the required majority, The vote was

43 New Orleans Veekly Delta, November 21, 1857; wWest
Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, November 7, 1857.
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Benjamin 57, Gray 50, and Hunt 5.

Barly in June the pemocratic party met in Baton Rouge
to select a state ticket for the fall elections. The meet-
ing was well attended from every section of the state, and
the first business of the conventlion brought a test vote on
the strength of the two forces in the Democratic party.
Slidellts group wanted W. W. Pugh of Assumption named for
chairman, and the Soulé faction nominated G. W. Munday of
East Feliciana., The election of Pugh was the signal for the
triumph of the Slidell factlon in the Democratio party.
They probably named their most representative ticket foxr the
state offices: Thomas 0. Moore, a well-known planter from
Rapides Parish, was nominated governor; and Henry H. Hyams
of New Orleans, for lieutenant governor. Other places on
the ticket went to the Parishes of St. Landry, Iberville,
East Baton Rouge, New Orleans, and Jaokson.45

The American party did not call a state convention be-
caugse many of 1ts members had Joined the ranks of the Demo
crats, but there was an opposition group which met in New
Orleans the second Monday in September and selected a state

44 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, January 29, 1859;
Baton Rouge Dail; cazetTe and Gomel, January 28, 1859;
Louisiana Acts, 1859, pp. 6-7; Lou Louisiana House Journal,
1859, p. 13; New Orleans paily Plca January 25, 29,
1859; New Orloans Daily Delta, January 86 1859; New
Orleans Dail¥ Crescent, Beptember 14, 26, 1859.

45 New Orleans Dally Picayune, May 27, 28, 1859; New
Orleans Daily Crescent, May s 30, 1859, Baton Rouge
Daily Gaze and gomst, June zs l859. oOther candldates
were Thomss J. Jemmes, attorney genersl; B. L. Defreese,
treasurer; Edward W. Robertson, auditor; Pliny D. Hardy,

secretary of state; and Henry Avery, superintendent of
education.




88
ticket, Thomas J. Wells, Rapides, was selected for {irst
Place; and John Ray, Ouachita, was nominated lieutenant
governor. They adopted rssolutions opposing Slidell and his
policses and condemning the extravagance of the Board of
Public Works and the corrupt slnotions.‘e

In each of the congressional distriocts the Democrats
named ocandidates who were opposed by Independent candidates,
In the first diastrict a division within the ranks of the
Demoorats brought three candidates into the racse.

Allen went to Europe in July, 1859, and 4id not return
until December; but he and his friends took care of his
nomination before his departure. The West Baton Rouge Sugar
Planter announced in April that he was a candidate for ths
legislature and urged the people irrespective of party to
support him.47

The campalgn caused less excltement throughout the state
than any one held buring the decade. The Demoorats were sure
of victory from the beginning because the opposition ticket
waB weak and did not have e complete state organization.
Allen was elected in Novomber without opposition. The Demo~-
crats won all the state offlces by the largest majority that
any Democratic party had ever polled in lLoulsiana. They
also retalned control of the legiaslature and elected three

46 New Orleans Dally Crescent, (October 14, 1859; New
orlign§6§%g§é¥bggi§%ée gﬁteMbgiaigérlB§g£il 30, 1859. The
West Baton Rouge Poliod"?§%§'ﬁﬁ"ﬁifaﬁ 22 adoytéd a resolution
expressing ita appreclation of the able manner in which

Ccaptain Allen had discharged hls duty as a representative from
the parish. West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, April 9, 1859.
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congressmen. J. E. Bouligny, Independent, won in the flrst
district because of a division within the ranks of the Demo-
erats. Other congressmen elsected were Miles Taylor, John M.
Landrum, and Thomas G. Davidson.

By 1860 the Democratic party was hopelessly divided on
national issues into a Slidell faction, or Southern Rights
party, and a Soule faction, which later became the Consti-
tutional Union party.*g Many members of the American party
joined with the Soulé faction for the election of 1860, but
Allen preferred to follow the Southern Rights party. His
first attendance at a Democratio meeting was at Brusly
Landing on February 20, 1880, when he was elected as one of
the West Baton Rouge delegates to the state conventlon which
had been called to meet in March at the capitol to slect
delegates to the national convent:ion.50

The Democratic convention was probably the most repre-
sentative that had been held in Louisiana for many years
because it contained members from every political faction,
0ld and new Democrats, 0ld line Whigs, and Know Nothings.
Further, all but one of the parlshes had delegates present.

The Baton Rouge Cazette and Comet, in reporting the con-

vention, said, "Ve noticed in the crowd many old and familiar

faces of by gone times representing varlous shades of politi-

cal or rather personal difrerences:pl

48 New (Orleans Daily Delta, November 20, 1l859; New
Orleans Dally Picayune, January 15, 1860; New Orleans
weekly Delta, November 26, 1859.

49 wIITTe Malvin Caskey, Secession and Restoration of
Louisiana (Baton Rouge, 1938, 1-Z, —

vest Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, February 25, 1860.

51 Baton Rouge Daily ngatﬁe and comet, March 6, 18680;
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The convention elected Albert G. Carter presldent, and
he appointed a committee on credentisls. On the first day
of the meeting a number of anti-Slldell delegates were re-
jected; and although much objection was raised, the fight
was not ocarried to the floor of the convention. The dele-
gates adopted resolutions expressing admiration for the
Northern friends of States' Rights, endorsing Buchanan's
administration, and declaring that the constitution pro-
tected slavery in the territories. The convention refused
to adopt a resolution pledging the lLoulsiana delegates to
support the candidate named at the Charleston meeting, but
they instructed the delegates to vote as a unit and to adhere
to the two-thirds rule. They refused to instruct the dele-
gates to vote for Slidell for president, but they did say
that the "Democrats have utmost confidence in Slidell.” The
convention agreed that if a Black Republican were elected,
Louisiana ought to confer with her sister states on the
welfare of their ruture.52 The delegates elected to the
convention were Emile LaSere, Richard Taylor, Augustus
Talbot, R. A. Hunter, Effingham Lawrence, F, H, Hatch, John
Tarleton, D. D. Withers, James McHatton, Charles Jones,
Benjamin W. Pearce, and former Governor Mouton.

The Louisiena representatives, under the lesdership of
Mouton, took an active part in the Charleston meeting. They
New Orleans Deily True Delta, March 8, 1860; New Orleans
D Ror ¥ 1ears Daliy' Dorta, Maron 6, 7, 8 1660; New

Lal y ’ s T Oy i
orleans %gggﬁaﬁica e: March 6, 7, 1860; New Orleans Daily

True Delta, ¢ 8, 1860; West Baton Rouge 3ugal
Planter, March 10, iaso; 'Alexandria Loulsiana Democrat,
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aligned themselves with willlam L. Yancy, who led the Alabama
delegation; and when the deadlock over the platform occurred,
they followed the Alabama leadser out of the convention.s3

This news was received in Louisiana with mingled emo-
tions. The commerical leaders of New Orleens called a mass
meeting for May 12 to ratify the action of the Charleston
delegation. The response was gratifying, for a large number
attonded and those who spoke expressed the belief that the
delegates had pursusd the only course left open to them.
They adopted resolutions saying that it was not necessary
to call another state conventlon to elect representatives
to the Baltimore maeting.54

The Douglas group, opposing the action of the Louislana
delegation, had called another mass meeting in New Orlesns
on May 8. Colonel Isaac Morse presided at the gathering and
made one of the addresses; other speaskers were Michael Hahan
and Christian Roselius. They opposed the action of the
Loulsiana delegates at Charleston because it was the first
step toward disunion and disorganization.s5 The Douglas
faction, under the influence of Soule, called a state-wide
meeting at Donaldsonville for May 19. When the group
March 21, 1860.

53 Weat Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 12, 1860; Baton
Rouge Daily Gazette and Comet, May 10, 1860; New Orleans
pail ﬁEIfg;"ﬁE?'IU'_IEBG"'_wa orleans Daily Crescent, May
£ é&eg;w Orleans Daily pelta, May 12, 13, 1860; Dwight L.
pummond, The Secesslon Movement, 1860-1861 (New York, 1931),
126; Baton Rouge Weekly Uazette end comet, June 4, 1860.

55 New Orleans ﬁ'II'IDEIfET1Emy y 12, 186 6 Baton Rouge

Daily Gazette and‘ﬁbme%'"ﬁiy 30, 1860; New orleans Dail
Reretreltar Moy D, 1580, ’ Bl
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assembled, they elected delegates to the Baltimore convention
and indicated their prefersnce for Douglas' nomination.56

The West Baton Rouge Demoorats met at Brusly Landing on
June 2 and adopted resolutions approving the action uwf the
Charleston delsgation. Allen was on the commlittee to draw
up the resolutions of the group and in a very stirring ad-
dress reported them to the meeting., Then they appointed a
parish executive committee consisting of seven membera.57

During the presidential campalgn of 1860, John C.
Breckénridge, John Bell, and Douglas had organizations in
Louisiana; and all of them stirred up much excitement before
the November election. The Breckinridge ticket carried most
of the rural parishes dbut ran third in New Orleans. The
Bell-Everett ticket was first in New COrleans, and the Douglas
faction, which drew most of its vote from the city, was sec-
ond. The final vote for Loulsiana gave Breokinridge,
22,681; Bell, 20,204; and Douglas, 7,625.58

within a few weeks after the presidential election,
Governor Moore began receiving memorials and petitions ask-
ing him to call a speciml session of the leglslature. When
the Governor was convinced that the people of Louisiana
wanted a speclal session, he called 1t to meet early in
Decem‘mo:r.59

56 West Baton Rouge ar Planter, June 9, 1860; New

Orleans Daily pelta, June 1880; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette
and Comet, gJune 9, iO, 1860: '

67 viest Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, June 9, 1860.
F%c

58 New (Qrleans Daily ayune, December 6, 1860; New
Orleans Dally Crescent, Deoem%er 4, 1860; Baton Rouge Daily
Gazette and Comet, December 6, 1860,

West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, November 15, 1860;
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The extraordinary session convened in Baton Rouge
December 10, and in a harmonious and conciliatory spirit com-
pleted its work within three days. The legislature arranged
for a convention, provided for a Military Board to organize
and equip the militia, and appropriated $500,000 for its use.
On December 128 Allen introduced Wirt Adams, Commissioner
from Mississippi, who addressed the Joint session and urged
the legislators to oall & convention to co~operate with his
native state.ao
The chief issue in the election for the convention held
on January 8, 1861 was immediate secession or co-opsration.
Before the convention assembled two weeks later it was avi-
dent from the returns that the immediate secessionists had a
maJority.61
The legislature met in regular session two days dbefore
the convention assembled. Governor Moore, in his annual
message, indicated the motion the convention should take.
He gave some attention to the normal report of the state,
stating that the finances, the banks, the railroads, and the
military affairs were in good order. Then he spent much
time on the question of secession. The Governor was con-
New Orleans Delly Delta, November 8, 1860; New (rleans
Dai%% escent, %ovemSor 18, 20, 1860.
ew Orleans Daily True Delta, December 11, 1860; New
Orleans Dail croadbﬁ%¥ December L1, 12, 1860; New Orleans
Daily Delta, December 14, 1860; Caskey, Secession and
Eeaf%rafion of Louisiana, 20; Louisiana Actse, 15880 (extra
sesaion), O~7.
81 New Orleans Dally Crescent, January 8, 18, 186l; New
Orleans Daily True ﬁeI%a, January 18, 1861; New Orleens

paily Delte, Jenuary II, 1861; Caskey, Secession end
Restoration of Louisiana, 21-28.
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vinced the people wanted secession and urged the convention
to exercise its sovereign powars.sa
The convention assembled in Baton Rouge January 23 with
123 memdbers present and 7 delegates absent. Former Governor
Mouton was elected president by a large majority, and J.
Thomas Wheat of New Orlsans was made secretary by a unani-
mous vote. The delegates heard letters read from members of
Congress and then invited former Governor John L. Manning of
South Carolina and Governor John A. Winston of Alabama to
address the convention. These commisslioners painted a beau-
tiful picture for the future of the Confederacy and made
eloquent pleas for Louisiana to join with other Southern
states by electing delegates to the Montgomery convention.63
A committee of fifteen, with John Perkins, Jr., of
Madison as chairman, was appointed to prepare a resolution
on secession, On January 256 the committee reported an ordi-
nance to dissolve the union between Louisiana and the United
States.64 The proposal did not go unchallenged, for three
members of the convention introduced resolutions calling for
different procedures. Joseph A. Rozler of New Orleans pre-
62 Louisiana House Journal, 1860, pp. 6-8; Governor

Thomes 0. Moore's "Annual Message", in Legislative Documents,
1861; New Orleans Daily True Delta, JanuaTry £4, 1861; New

Oorleans Daily Picayune, January 24, 1861.

63 Journﬁf of E%e 0fricial Proceedings of the Convention
of the State of Loulslana (New Orleaus, 1661), I, 5, 10,
Cited hereafter as Convention Journal. See also New Orleans
Daily True Delte, Januery 26, 1661; New Orleans Daily Delta,
January &6, 1861; New Orleans Daily Picayune, Jenuary 26,
1861.

64 Convention Journal, 10; West Baton Rouge Sugar

Planter, January 26, 1861; New Orleans Dally (rescent,
January 26, 1861.




93
sented a resolution asking for united action on the part of
the Southern states in lieu of separate action by Louisiana.
James 0. Fuqua of Rast Felicliana wanted Jolnt action with
the other Southern states and argued that it would be dis-
astrous for Loulsiana to secede because its commeroe would
be ruined and cotton would no longer be king. Charles
Beinvenue of Orleans introduced a resolution asklng for the
submission of the secession ordinance to a vote of the
people.65 All were defeated and on January 286 the secesslon
ordinance passed by a vote of 117 to 13. The ordinance was
signed by 121 members of the oonvention.66 The Crescent
said, "By a vote almost unanimous, and with calm dignity and
firm purpose, Loulsiana resumes her delegated powers, and
escapes from a Union in which she felt that she could no
longer remain with honor to herself and her slster states of
the south."67 When the offlcial vote of the conventlion was
announced, Allen, carrying the flag of the state, entered
the hall, followed by Governor Moore, Colonel Braxton Bragg,
Reverend #. E. N. Linfield, Methodist pastor, Father Hubert,
and other distinguished officlals. This group "was received
with waving of handkerchiefs by the daughters of Louislana,
and perfect hurricane of applause from her gallant sons.®

Appropriate dedicatory services were held, and then a rocket

65 Convention Journal, 10-23; New Orleans Daily Crescent,
January £6, 1861; Baton Rouge Deily Gazette and Comel,
January 26, 1861.

66 Convention Journal, 18; New Orleans Daily True Delta,
January

67 New Orleans Dally Crescent, January 27, 1861.
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was sent up from the capital grounds, the signal for the
raising of the Pelican flag and the firing of guns, indlcat-
ing that Louisiana was now a soverelgn state.sa

The convention authorized the Governor to appoint com-
missioners to Toxas,ag where a convention was scheduled to
meet January £8. On January 26 the delegates adjourned to
meat three days later in New Orleans, The convention re-
mained in session, except for two short recesses, until
March 26 when it adjourned sine dle.

When the convention resumed its work in New Orleans it
elected delegates to the Montgomery meetling, where the
c;nfederate government was being organized.70 They author-
iged the siezing of about $418,311.52 in the United States
mint in New Qrleans and the transfer of $147,519.66 from the
customhouse funds to the Confederacy. The convention adopte
ed an oath of allegiance, a state flag,vl and resolutions
favoring the election of Jefferson Davis and Alexander H.
Stephens, They passed ordlnances relative to the organi-
zation of the state government, military defense, operation

of the postal system; issuing of bonds, organization of

68 Convention Journal, 18; West Baton Rouge Sugar
PlanteF¥, February £, i186l; Baton Rouge Weekly Gazetle and
Comet, February 2, 1861.

Governor Moore appointed George williamson of Caddo.

70 Delegates elected were Charles M. Conrad, Duncan F,
Kenner, Henry Marshall, Rdward Sparrow, John M. Perkins, and
Alexander DeClouet. (Convention Journal, 20-23; New Orleans
Da1%§ True Delta, February 1, 18G1.

convention Journal, 47-48. The flag had thirteen red,
white, and blue atripes. In the upper left corner was a red
fileld with a yellow star in the center,
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banks, the election of members to Congress, and ratified the
Conrfederate conltitution.?g

Barly in February when lLoulsiana‘'s senators, Benjamin
and Slidell, heard of thelr state's action, they delivered
thelr waledlctory speeches and resigned from the Senata.
Three congressmen, Thomas G. Davidson, John M. Landrum, and
Miles Taylor withdrew from the House of Representativos.vs

72 Ibid., B5. et, seq.

73 Congressional Globe, 36 Cong., 8 Sess., 720-28; New
Orleans Da§11 ¢rescent, February ll, 1861.




Chapter V
THE LEGISLATOR, 1858-1861

Allen entered the Louisiana legislature at its session
in 1858. He, being a‘fluent orator, an excellent debater,
and ocapable leader, was able, during his four years of ser-
vice, to take a leading part in formulating the polices of
the legislature, He was seldom absent from the sessions
and, thanks to his ability, was able to secure much deasirable
legislation for his parish and state,

In the first sesaion Allen served on four standing com-
mittees;: Public Buildings, Psrochial Affairs, Federal Re-~
lations, and Banks and Banking, Howsever, in the next three
sessions he was not a member of the committee on Parochial
Affairs. The only time Allen held a chairmanshlp of a
standing committee was that of the Pederal Relations Commit-
tee in 1860, but he was chalrman of numerous special commit-
tees. On many occasions he presided over the House when 1t
sat as the Committee of the Whole, and his name occurs fre-

quently in the House Journals, thus indicating an actlive
1

part in the work of the assembly.” When General Winfleld

Scott came to Baton Rouge in 1859, Allen was & member of the
Joint committee which invited that distingulshed visitor to
address the state Assembly. Allen was prominently menticned

for the speakershlp before the meeting of the legislature in
1860, but because of poor health he did not seek the plaoe.z

1 Louisiana House Journals, 1859-1881.
£ New Orleans Dally crescent, December 14, 1859; Monroe

96
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Ee was chairman of the inauguration committee in 1860; and
through his influence a special committee, of which he de-
came the chalrman, was appointed by the speaker in that ses-
sion to revise the rules of the House. Having joined the
ranks of the Democratic party in 18569, Allen played a con-
splouous part at the regular meeiting of the legislature, but
in December he assumed the role of administration floor
leader and guided most of the bills through the special ses-
sion. In 1881 he continued to direct the affalrs of the ad-
ministration in the lower House,

In 1848 the leglslature had voted to move the capltal
from New Orleans to Baton Rouge and ordered the construction
of suitable buildings to take care of the state government.s
It assembled in 1850 for the first meeting in the new capitol
at Baton Rouge. Many memdbers of the body were not content
for the capitasl to remain in Baton Rouge, and during the
next descads there were numerous attempts to return it to Hew
Orleans; consequently, very little was done towerd land-
scaping and beautifying the capitol grounds. The legislature
made a small appropriation in 1854 to make certain repairs
to the buildings‘ and in 1855 over $20,000 was appropriated
to ereoct an iron fence and to construoct brick walks around
the bulldings,®

One of the first major improvementa to the capitol was

Reglsater, December 29, 1859.
$ Louisiana Aots, 1846, pp. 4, 9; 1848, pp. 118, 128.
4 Ibid., 185€, pp. 145, 162; Baton Rouge Daily Comet,

August 31, 1854,
5 Loulsiena Acts, 1856, p. 265.
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the installation of gas lights in 1857 by Daniel R. Tighe of
Baton Rouge. When Allen, of the Public Bulldings committee,
recommended the payment of §8,000 to Tighe the Senate ob-
Jected because it thought some irregularities had taken place
in connection with the contract; however, the differences
were settled and the amount paid.a

The following year the leglslature ordered the rotunda
of the duilding remeodeled to inorease the visibility of the
bnilding.7 They also recommended the placing of Hiram
Powers' statue of George Washington in the center of the

rotunda.a

6 Ibid., 1867, p. 246; 1858, p. 94; ILoulsiana House
Journal,"1858, pp. 34, 56, 68, 79; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette
and Comet, March 9, 1858; New Orleans Daily Picayune,
February 2, 1858,

7 Loulsiana House Jourmel, 1858, p. 31; Louisiana Acts
lggg, p. 187; Eaton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, Juhe o0,
1

8 Baton Rouge Daily Gazette and Qomet, December E£8, 1858;
January 5, 1859. 1in ¥SIE'€EE“13§ISIafnre suthorized the
governor to contract with Hiram Powers for a full length
marble statue of George Washington to be placed in the capi-~
tol at Baton Rouge. It was completed and delivered to the
state in 1854. The next year the leglslature appropriated
$15,000 and authorized the governor to have it placed in the
capitol. When the building was remodled in 1858, the statue
was placed in the center of the rotunda, where it remained
until carried away by the Federal army when it evacuated
Baton Rouge in September, 16862. Loulsiana Aots, 1848, p.
82; 1848 (oxtra session), 46; Baton Rouge Dally comet,
October 21, 1853, June 9, August 17, 1854; oulsiana Acts,
1855, p. 197; New Orleans Dally Delta, December 9, 18583
Pebruary 20, 1859; New Orleans Da True Delta, September
17, 1862. Powers (July 29, 1805-June 27, 1B73), sculptor,
was born near Woodstook, Vermont., His family moved to Ohlo,
where he, beginning at the age of seven years, worked in
various industries. Powers was engaged in the wax works of
Dorfeuille's Western Museum in Cincinnati, 1829-1834, and
while employed there he diascovered his ability to make like-~
ness of pioctures and individuals. In 1834 he moved to
wWeshington, begen work in portralture, and before leaving
the oity he completed busts of Chlef Justlice Marshall, Andrew
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Few improvements had hesen made on the grounds sinoe the
erection of the building; therefore, 1t was necessary to
terrace the rough hillside of the capitol grounds, construct
additional walks, and plant shrubs and flowers, This work
was authorized dy the legislature in 1857 butl nothing was
done until the followlng year. Williem E. S8ale of Baton
Rouge was chairman of the leglaslative oommittee for Public
Buildings from 1858 to 1860, but Allen was probably more
interested in the work than any other member because he gave
muoh attention to the supervision of it, After the legis-
lature adjourned in 1861, Allen made a trip to Cuba to pro-
cure plants, seeds, and trees for the capitol grounaa.9

The work of terracing, grading, and leveling the capi-
tol grounds began in September, 1858, and was coampleted
early the next year. The landscaping and planting of the
shrubs and trees was directed by Thomas Afrleok,lo who ocame

Jackson, John C. Calhoun, and Daniel Webster.

The young sculptor, with the ald of Nicholas lLongworth,
moved to Italy in 1837. His forst work was "Eve before the
Fall®; then followed the famous "Greek Slave"., One of the
83% copies of the latter is now in the Corcoran Gallery in
Washington, Later he d4id statues of Washingtion, Webster,
Caihoun, and Edward Everett. From hls studio in Florence he
made about 150 portraits dusts in marble,

He erected a besautiful home in Florence, where he receiv-
ed many famous Amarioan and BEnglish tourists. Among them were
Longfellow, Bry Browning, and Dickens, Allen vigited him
white on nis teip “1n 1059 Sideiine Adams, "Hiram Powers,” in
Dietio of Amerloan Bio aphy, XV, 168-160; "“Concerning
Hiram %%%%f?T Statue o g on Made for the State of
Loulsiana defore the civil Wnr and Destroyed by Firo in New
Orleans During the Loulsiana State Fair in 1872," in
Louisiana Historieal Quarter II (1918), 278-75.

Dorsey, céII?o%Iona o%iﬁenrx‘wntklns Allen, 48; New

orleans Dalily True Delta, Apr oW eans Daily
Crescent, Apri E;%%i’

omas Attleok (1818-1868), agricultural writer, editor,
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to Baton Rouge in 1859 at the request of the Public Bulldings
committee. The cost of the beautlificetion program was
$14,200.14; Milton Powers was pald §$1,8569.80 for grading end
terracing; Affleck, $2,750.00 for landscaping; Jemes MoVey,
$8,944.856 for altering the roof for light; H., A. Rhanman,
$1,2285.70 for painting the inside of the building and pubbing

in glass windows; and R. O. Huff, $85.00 for special police

11
service. A sun dial was purchased for $25.00.

Allen took great pride in his work about the capitel
buildings; and once when a friend asked him why he devoted

80 much time and attention to them, he replied that he was

*building a monument of evergreens and rlowars.“la To in-

sure protection and proper care of the ahrubs, Allen secured

a gardener and placed over the grounds as a policeman the

sergeant-at-arms of the Kouae.‘la The people of Baton Rouge

were taking too many liberties with the grounds during the
spring of 1859; so Allen and Sale asked the City Council of
Baton Rouge to take action against the damaging of the

and horticulturist, was born in Scotland. He came to America
in 1832 and after living in New York and Pennsylvania, he
went to Indiana and later lived in Ohio. In Cincinnati
Affleck beceme editor of the Western Farmer and Gardener.
About 1842 he went to MississIppl, engaged in rarming, estab-
lished a commercial nursey, end wrote for a number of news-
papers. In 1857 he moved to Washington Qounty, Texas, where
he purchased a farm. Affleck d4id much to improve the plant
life and live stock breeds, and was recognized as one of the
progressive farmers of the South, Claribel Ruth Barnett,
"Thomas Affleck,” in Dictionary of Ameriocan Blography, I,
110-11.

11 Louisiana House Journal, 1858, p. 31; 1859, p. 64;
Louisiana Acts, 1889, p. #40; New Orleana Daily Picayunse,
Pebruary 18, I868; Baton Rouge Dally Gazet¥e and Gomet,
September 20, 1858; Meroeh 5, 1 .

12 Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Advocate, January 283, 1867.

13 Louisiana House Jjourna .‘1555, p. 68; YLoulslans Acts,

S ———
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buildings and grounda.l‘

By the middle of the summex the
plants, shrubs, and flowers were growing luxuriantly, and
the loveliness of the place attracted each day the people

of Baton Rougo.ls

‘One of Allen's first proposals as a legislator had to
4o with the bdoundary controversy which began in 1828 between
west Baton Rouge and Iberville parishes. In that year the
legislature enacted a law which provided that the people
living along the Grosse Tete and Maringouin bayous would re-
main under the jurisdiction of Iberville Parish until a
"good and practicable road" was oconstructed from the Grosse
T8te region to the Misaissippl River, terminating not over
three miles from the West Baton Rouge courthouse.16 This
settlement appeared to be a satisfactory one in the early
nineteenth century becauae the few people living in those
sections used as their ochief means of transportation, the
bayous flowing into Bayou Plaquemine and the Mississippi
River; moreover, the sugar industry in those fertile lands
was not very important at that early date. However, by 1857
there were numerous plantations on both sides of these bayous
1859, p. 204; 1860, p. 51,

14 Baton Rouge %2;%;1 Advocate, May 1, 1859,

15 Baton Rouge Gazeité and Comet, July 27, 1859;
January 18, 1860. ~After the invasion of the Federals in
1862, the gates to the grounds were left open and many of
the plants were taken by people or trampled by horses and
cattle. The iron fence and the seats about the grounds were
broken or carried away. Not until 1864 was any attempt made
to restore the ocapltol grounds, when Lieutenant D, W. Bowan,
provost guard at the plaoce, stopped this destruction and
began a restoration. Baton Rouge Weekly Advocate, March 26,

1864.
16 lLouisiana Acts, 1828, p. 92,
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producing large sugar crops annually and paying a large
amgount of taxes each year.

During this period the people of Iberville Parish had
complacently enjoyed their profitable relations with the
Grosse Téte section without spending any money to give them
an all-weather road to Plagquemine, About six months during
the yesar the bayous inundated certain areas between Plaquemine
and the Grosse Téte asctions, but the remainder of the year
they had scarcely encugh water to float the sugar croeps to
market., These conditions made 1t difficult, expensive, and
inconvenient for the Grosse Tete citizens.

An eoffort was made in 1853 to settle the boundary
question. S. M. Brown, representative from Iberville Parish,
attempted by law to annex the area permanently to his parish,
but the bill was defeated in the SQnate.lv In June of that
year the Iberville Parish Pollce Jury propesed to spend
$20,000 to build a plank road to the Groese Tete section but
414 not ocarry the project through when taxpayers objected to
the oxpensa.la

The question continued to be a controversial topic be-
tween the c¢itigens of the two parishes; and when the rail-
road was completed from the river to Grosse Tete, the West
Baton Rouge oitizens demanded a settlement of the guestion
in accordance with the act of 1828. oOne of Allen's first
bills after he becams a member of the leglslature in 1858

17 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, April 6, lé, 22, 1853; New

Orleans Dally Crescent, April 21, 1853.
18 Baton Rouge ﬁaIIz gomet, June 15, August 24, 1853,
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was to reannex the territory to West Baton Rouge Parish, It
passed the House but was defeated in the Senate by a vote of
13 to 18 with Senator Augustus Talbot of Iberville casting
the deoiding toto.lg In the next session of the legislature
a bill passed which provided a pledbiscite in the contested
area. The election was set for May 8, 1859.20

During the month of April the people of the two parishes
engaged in a spirited ocontest for the region. The newspaper
in each perish gave much apace to the question, and the
pollce juries entered the fight by offering to construct
roads to Grosse Tete. Iberville Parish proposed to spend
$26,500 if Grosse Teéte jolned them, and West Baton Rouge
proposed to give the railroad company $17,000 and to spend
$1,500 for a road in the southern part of the parish. The
boundary controversy terminated on May 2 when the people of
the Grosse Teéte region gave a majority of twenty in favor of
Joining Iberville Pariuh.z&

An important question before the legislative session of
1858 was the closing of Bayou Plaquemine. This streem and
its tribvutaries, Chectaw, Grosse Té'te, and Alabama bayous,
drained West Baton Rouge, Polinte coupeiz and Iberville par-
ishes. It entered the Mississippi River a few mliles south

19 Loulsiana House Journal, 1858, pp. 9, 18, 20; West
B e e D e e 1oty 2p. i1, 20; Louisiana
Acts, 1859, pp. I8, 17, ’ P
— £1 West Baton Rouge Parish Pollce Jury Records, 1859, pp.
21, 24, in clerk of court's office, Port Allen; West Baton

Rougs ar Planter, April 9, 27, 30, May 7, 1.859; Plaguemine
;porvi%%é"@hzeffo and gpntin&l, Aprii 20, 1859,
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of Baton Rouge at a point where the river turned sharply to
the east, This caused a large portion of the river's drift-
wood and a great volume of water to enter the bayou. The
driftwood quickly closed Bayou Plaquemine and caused it to
overflow into the parishes of West Baton Rouge, Iberville,
and St. Mary, destiroying a large amount of sugar cane and
rendering less valuable much of the land in those regions.

The proprietors in the parishes of Iberville, St. Mary,
St. Landry, and those living in the southwestern part of
West Baton Rouge, wished the bayou closed as a protection
against overflows and to facilitate dralnage ln that area.
However, the peoplie living on the river souilh of Bayou
Plaquemine, including New Orleans, wers afraid that closing
the stream would endanger their property by causing the
river to overflow more frequently.

The control of the bayou had been a problem since the
territorial days of the state. The first efforts to prevent
these overflows were initiated by the people living in the
area drained by the stream, which at that time was called
the Attakapas and Opelousas country. From 1604 to 1819 a
number of unsuccessful attempts were made to atop the over-
flowing. The voters of thls asection brought enough pressure
upon the legislature in 1819 to secure the levying of a tax
to aid them in controlling the stream. puring the next few
years the measure ylelded about $12,000, and the state ap-
propriated approximately $6,000; however, by 1827 nothing

permanent had been done toward preventing overflows from the
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bayou. In this year the parishes of St. Landry and St.
Martin organized the Plaquemine Navigation Company under the
direction of Joshua Baker. This company expended about
$20,000 placing piling at the mouth of the bayou to prevent
the driftwood from entering, but the firat highwater in the
early thirties destroyed the work. A few years later the
state replaced the piling, whioh remained es a protection
for a number of yoars.22

By 1850 the bayou had increased its width and depth,
permitting a larger volume of water to enter and making
overflows more frequent. During the same period the popu~-
lation in this area had 1inoressed and the sugar crop hed be-
come larger and more valuable, a fact which enhanced the
value of the land. The people in this section were able to
exert more influence on the legislature, and in 1853 the
Assembly instructed the state engineer to examine the stream
and report on the feasibility of closing the stream.as

The next year, George W. Morse, state engineer, report-
ed that the bayou should be kept open because it was a
natural outlet for the Misslassippi River and was needed for

24

navigation, Following this recommendation the legislature

appropriated §6,000 and authorized the state engineer to
place piling at the mouth of the bzsxyv.m.?‘5 According to the

22 New Orleans Daily Crescent, February 23, 1868; Annual
Report of the State Bngineer, 1n %ogialative Doouments, 1854.
23 Louisiasna Acts, 1853, pp. 238-3¥; New Orleans Daily

grescent, November 23, December 2, 1858,

ual Report of the State Engineer, ln legislative
Doeuments, 1854.

Loulsiana Acts, 1854, pp. 36, 120.
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report of the state engineer in 1868 nothing had been done
toward closing the bayou. He advised the legisleture against
closing it because the stream was needed as an outlet for
the river, and he thought it ought to be enlarged in order
to take care of more wutor.as The legislature instructed
the state engineer to report a plan which would stop the in-
flux of water into the bayou but would not interfere with
navigation.87

When the queation came before the legislature in 1858,
Allen, in response to petitions from the parishes of West
Baton Rouge, Ibervills, and St. Mary, led the fight for the
closing of the bayou. A legislative committee visited the
bayou and reported that it ought to be closed and recommend-
ed an appropriation of §100,000 for the wark,aa Allen work-
ed diligently to secure the passage of the bill., He urged
the propesal because it would save "the Garden spot of the
state from ruin," and land, which at that time was worthless,
could be reclaimed; furthermore, in times of high water a
portion of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas Rail-
road tracks were submerged, prohibiting their use, and thus

26 Special Report of the State Engineer in Relation to

Closing of Bayou Plaquemine, in Logialativo Doouments, 1857.
A minority report from a Senate ¢ ee recommended the

closing of the bayou. Members of the group rsporting were
Bennet B. Simmes, J. Mercel Ducros, H., J. Heard, and John R.
Smart. Minority Report of the Senate aommittoa on Internal
Improvements, in lLegislative Documents, 1857,
27 Loulsiana Actas, 1857, p. 90.
28 Report of Committee on Lands and lLevees in Anuwur to
etition o 153% TIle citizens Fraying %or the Closing
EE Plaguemine on Rouge, IBB%), 6; Loulsiana ouse
faurndI gEEB PP. 29, 32; NRew Orleans Dally Picayune,
Pebruary 19, 1858
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endangering the sugar planters’ 1ntoraats.ag There develop-~
ed some eonstitutional opposition to the bill based upon the
aet whioch admitted Louisiana into the Union. This act pro-
hibited the atate from closing any navigable stream which
entered the Misaissippl River. Allen contended that this
bayou was a 4dry bed in certain seasons and was not legally a
navigabdle atream.so After much scrimonious dedbate, the bill
passed the legislature but was vetoed by Governor Wickliffe
because he thought it violated the enabling act and therefore
was unconstitutional. No progress was made towards passage
of the bill when the Governor's message was debated in the

3
session of 1859. 1

In 1881 Johnson K. Duncan, the state engineer, recom-
mended closing of the bayou by establishing a system of locks
and estimated the cost at 3500.000.38 When the state falled
to take action the Pollce Jury of Iberville Parish began the
work of closing the bayou. A committee was named with full
power to proceed and $500 was appropriated for materials.

29 lLoulsiana House Journal, 1858, pp. 84, 68, 69; Vest
Baton Rouge 3 Pianter, Maroh 13, 1858.

30 west Baton Rouge Suger Planter, March 13, 18858;
Richard Peters (ed.), The Publio Statutes at Large of the
United States of America ..., © vOlB. |Boston, ISSOT"ITT
642, stated that "the River Mississippi, and the navigable
rivers and waters leading into the same or into the gulf of
Mexico, shall be common highways and forever free, as well
to the inhabitants of the sald state as to the inhabltants
of other states, and the territories of the United States
without any tax, duty, impost, or toll, therefor, imposed
by the sald state.”™

31 Loulslana Acts, 1868, p. 9, Governor's Veto Message,
in legislative Documents, 1858; Baton Rouge Dally Gazette
and gomet, MAro N ; February 17, 1859; Loulsiana
House Journal, 1859, p. 26.

B2 New Orleans Daily True Delta, February 6, 1861.
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Parish negroes were to be used for the work.as The task was
not completad the next year for the Iberville Police Jury
attempted to secure aid from the West Baton Rouge Pollce
Jury, which refused because they thought it was the duty of
the military forcs to close the bayon.a4 In 1865 the Iber-
ville Police Jury secured permission from the state to close
1t;ss however, it remained a prodblem for many years until
the Federal government saw fit to establish & system of locks
in the bdayou.

Much of Allen's work in the legislature naturally cen-
tered in protection against floods, drainage of land, open-
ing of bayous, and the regulation of steamboats because he
was a sugar planter and owned a large plantation whieh had
& four mile frontage on the Mississippl River. In 1850 the
state had no public levee system. Rach proprietor was re-
quired by law to maintain the levee in front of his place
and to provide a pudblic road for the people in the vicinity.a6
puring the decade preceding the Civil war Louisiana began
spending large sums on the levees throughout the state,

This revenue was derived from the sale of certain swamp lands
which had been donated to Louisiana by the Federal govern-
nnnt.av By acts of 1849 and 1850 the state received about
rlaas Shreveport §§;;E;Newa,.Novambor l, 1881, quoting the
Jnngnzgfnza%??rvi e Gaze } West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter,
34 west Baton Rouge Police Jury Records, 1862, October

16, 1882, p. 135,

35 New Orleans Dail giuazgno 3eptember 13, 1865.
36 Loulsliana Acts, s Do iﬁ. ’

37 Acts end Resolutions passed at the Thirtleth Congress
of the ted gtates (washington, 184%), 4I-427 Aclts and
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nine million acres, the prooeeds from their dlsposal to de
used for draining and rec¢laiming the lands which were sub-
Jeot to overflow. In 1852 the legislature provided for the
sale of one million acres for not less than $1.25 per aere.
Any white person over twenty-one or head of a family could
enter from 40 to 300 acres at the minimum prioo.aa In 1885
another million acres were offered for sale under the same
conditions,s9 and in 1859 a third miliion went on aale.‘o
The leglslature created the office of Registrar of the Land
Office to handle the sale of the lands.

It appeered that all of theae lands s0ld for the mini-
mum price of $1.85 per acre, and by 1858 many people of the
state felt that the most desirable lands had been purohased
by speculators. Allen and other members of the legislature
attempted to stop the sale of swamp lands but were unsuccess-~
ru1.41 By 1861 Louisiana had disposed of nearly three mil-
lion acres of land, which brought into the treasury for

drainege and reclemation purposes over three million dollars.‘a

Resolutions passed at the Second sSession of the Thirt -girat
Congress of the United states (Washinglon, 1850), 42,

g% Loulgiana ZActs, 185!, . 187-69; 1853, p. 35.

39 16-0 » 1855 ) p [ ] 506‘-07 .

40 .» 1869, p. 91.

41 Youlsiana House Journal, 1858, p. 12; West Baton
Rouge Su Planter, Februery 27, July 10, 1858; New Orleans
Daily Crescent, August 5, 1858; New Orleans Daily Deltsa,
August 5, 1858. Allen tried again in 1880 an 1 to stop
the sale of swamp lands. Loulsiana House Journal, 1860, p.
50; 1861, p. 35; HNew Orleans Daily Delta, February 19,
1861; New Orleans Daily (rescent, February 19, 1861.

42 Annual Report o e Register of the Land office, in
Leglslative Documents, 1852, 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860.
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To administer this fund the legislature ocreated in 1853
the Board of Swamp Land Commissioners. The state was divided
first into three and later into four districta which were sub-

divided into levee and drainage areas. The governor appoint-

ed for each distriocot a commissioner who served for two yeara.43

The revenues from the sale of swamp lands were divided among

these districts in proportion to their needs.44

In 1855 the legislature placed 5 per cent of the reve-
nues derived from the sale of swamp lands in a special fund
known as the "Internal Improvement Fund". This money was

used for improving navigation and construocting highways.

The state was divided into four improvement districta.‘a

43 Louisiana Acts, 1853, pp. 289-93; New Orleans Dail
crescent, March 17, 1853. District one included all Tan
In Loulsiana east of the Mississippl River; two included
land west of the Miassissippi and south of the thirty-first
parallel, excepting Avoyelles and Repides parishes; three
included land north of the thirty-first parsllel, including
Avoyelles and Rapides parishes. Ibid, The first commission-
ers were Hugh Grant, first district, Stephen Vvan Winkle,
second, and J. W. Butler, third. They held their first
meeting in Baton Rouge in June and elected Van Winkle presi-
dent of the Board, and T. B. Hatch, secretary. Engineers
appointed were Levi ¢, Pettees, first, Vincent Kirkland,
second, and W, H, Peck, third district. New Orleans Dail
Crescent, June 27, 1853; Baton Rouge Advocate, June 25,

; Annual Report of the Board of Swamp i,and Cormission-
ers, in Legislative Documents, 1854. In 1854 the state was
divided In four Swamp Land dietricts as follows; first, area
east of Mississippl River; second, area west of the river
and south of the thirty-firat parallel, excepting parishes
of Avoyelles. and Rapides; third, parishes of Avoyelles, Rap-
idea, Natohitoches, Blenville, Claiborne, Bossier, caddo
DeSoio, winn, and Sabine; and fourth, parishes of COncor&ia,
Tensas, Madiaonfrcarroll, Morehouse, Union, Quachita, Jack-

ggn BCaldwell, anklin, and Catahoula. Louisiana Acts, pp.
44 In 1853 the revenues were divided as follows: 2/8 to
the first district, 3/8 to the second, and 3/8 to the third.
Louislana gects, 1855, gg. £89-93. In 1854 they were divided:
first 7/32, second 11/32, third 6/32, and fourth 8/32.
bldc [} 85‘ ppo 95"’980
5 Louiaiana Acts, 1855, pp. 4687-89, The districts werse
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At each session of the legislature during the 1850's
there occurred muoch log rolling and trading for sppropri-
ations out of these improvement funds. The best politician
or trader usually ocame out with the most money for dbullding
and repairing levees within hias territory. This cost the
atate large sums of money eaoh year without giving the people
adeguate proteotion from overflows. There was no uniformity
in levee planning or construotion, for some parts of the
state secured more money than others. To eliminate some of
the overlapping and duplication of services performed by the
two improvemsnt departments and to glve the state a uniform
poliey in bandling of the levee and drainege problems, the
legislature asked the state engineer for recommendations
concerning ihe practicabllity of uniting the two depart-
mnizs."'6 In his report to the legislature in 1858 lLouis
Hebert recommended the oreation of a single department Iin
order that the work might be co-ordinated under the direction
of the state enginaer.‘v The legislature accepted the advice
and before the close of the session created a Board of Public
wWorks. The state was divided into four districts, and each
elected a commisslioner by popular vote. These four officers
econstituted the Board, which had complete control over all
first, area east of Mississippi River; second, Quachita and
Blue River systems, their tributaries, and all land between
them and the Mississippi River; third, Red and Sabine rivers
and their tributaries; fourth, all land south of Red River
and west of the Mississippi.

46 Louisiana Acts, 1858, pp. 73-74.

47 Report of the Board of Swamp Land Commissioners and
State Engineer, in legislative Documents, 1858,
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levees, drsinage, and reclaiming of swamp and overflowed

landa in the state, except those in charge of joint-stock

cenpanies.‘s

This arrangement &id not prove satisfactorlly, and with-
in a year much opposition had develeped against the Board of
Public wWorks. It cost the state a large sum of money each
year, but the levee and road systems were not improving. In
the session of 1861 Allen led the fight to abolish the Board;

and after a spirited debate lasting over several days the

legislature abolished 1t.‘9 ‘The Governor was suthorized to

appoint a state enginesr to continue the work which the Board

had contracted and to act as custodian of all its rocordu.so

During Allen's four years in the legislature he, like
many of the other legislators, had secured large sums of
money from the Swamp lLand fund for the repairing of leveeas,
draining of land, and cutting of canals in West Baton Rouge
Parish. However, his chief interest lay in establishing =
state levee system supported from a general fund, There were

48 Louisiana Acts, 1859, pp. 289-33; New (Qrleans Dail
Delta, March 15, 1856. The district lines followed those of
the four Swamp Land distriocts. The Board, oonsisting of
Lewis G. DeRussy, F. M. Kent, A, D, Bragg, and D, H.
Montgomery, held its first meeting in January, 1860. DeRuasy
was elected president, L. J. Fremeaux, secretary, and
Johnson K, Duncan, chief engineer. District englneers were
Jemes M, Searless, first; P. H. Thompson, second; W. H.
Osborn, third; and Fred H. Jarrar, fourth. New Orleans Dail
Delta, January 6, 1860; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette and (ome%t,
January 5, 1860; Annual Report of Board Of Public WOrks, 1n
Legislative Documents, 1861.
~ 49 Loulsiana House Journal, 1861, pp. 20, 31, 39;
Louisiana Acts, I88I, p. B2; MNew Orleans Daily Delta,
Pebruary £5, 186l1.

50 Loulsiana House Journal, 1861, p. 42; Loulsiana Acts,
1851’ ppc my i
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many people in the state who believed it was the only praoc-
ticable method for controlling the Mississippi River, which
overflowed periodically and cost the property owners many
thousands of dollars. ILouis Hebert, state engineer, in 1858
recommended to the legislature the propriety of a state sys-
t.em,s1 and Governor Wickliffe in his annual m.essage53 the
following year suggested that the legislature consider the
feasibility of setting up such a plan. In the session of
1860 Allen introduced two bills advocating public support of
the levees. The first proposal provided for a general system
of levees conirolled and maintained by the state. When this
bill did not get beyond the committee stage in the House,53
Allen introduced a second measure which provided for a gener-
al property tax on all lands in the parishes protected from
overflows of the Mississippi and Atohafalaya rivera and
Bayou Larourche.s‘ The House refused to consider this bill,
80 Allen made no further attempt to secure levee legislation
in the session of 1861 because of the approaching disruption
of the Union.

Another subject which attracted the attention of Allen
as a legislator was a geological survey of the state. Many

51 Report of State Engineer and Swemp Land Commissioners,

in Legislative Documents, 1858,

52 Annual HMessage of Governor Robert ¢, Wiekliffe, in
Legislative Documents, 1859; Loulslana House Journal, 1859,
P. 8.

53 Loulsiana House Journal, 1859, p. 48; Baton Rouge
Daily Gazette and Comet, March 7, 8, 1859; New Orleans
“"Ifna r Delta, January 14, 1869.

Louislana House Journal, 1860, p. 39; Baton Rouge
Daily Gazette and Comet, Pebruary 23, 1860; New (Orleans
Daily Delta, January 22, 1860; New Orleens Dally Plcayune,
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states had made surveys whioh proved valuable in their
econcomic development, but Louisiana, lagging dehind, had
taken no aotion for such a project. The question had come
befors the legislature for the first time in 1841 when a
conmittee was appointed to make a survey, but thelr cursory
report was never publishod.ss Nothing more was dome about a
survey until the session of 1856 when, because of the work
of the New Orleans Academy of Sciences, wWilliam A. Gordon

56

sponsored & bill for the inveatigation. The measure d4id

not get out of the House ecommittes, Two years later a nume-

ber of newspapers urged the necessity for such a survey; and

Hebert, the state ongineer,57 in his annual repert to the

legislature, pointed out the need for it, Doctor Joseph T,
Hawkins of St. Mary Parish introduced a bill which falled to
pass.sa In the followlng session another effort was made

but the legislature could not be convinced of the need for

the snrvey.sg

In the summer of 1860 the New (rlieans Academy of
Sciences was able to oreate enough interest in a geologloal
survey to secure Governor Thomas (. Moore's endorsement in

January 20, 1860.
556 Report of the Special Committee of the New Orleans

Aoads!¥ of Solences ... on the lmportance of & Geological
and gcientifle gurvey of the jtate of Loulslana (Baton
Rouge, 1858, 3.

56 Louisiana House Journal, 1856, p. £9.

57 Special Report of the State Englnper, in Legislative
Documents, 1867; Annual Report of State Engineer,
1858; ﬁ Oorleans Daily Plcayune, December 22, 1857; E“fbn
Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, %ecember 15, 1867.

58 Tou si ana Eoua‘"?burna 1858, p. 36, Baton Rouge
g%;%;z Gazette and Eompﬁ; Foﬁruary 18, 1858; New Orleans

crescent, February 19, 1858.
IauIsIana _House Journal 1859, p. 11l.
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his inaugural address.’° A number of parishes sent petitions
to the leglislature asking for favorable action on the pro-
Ject and the Loulsiana press emphasized the need for 1it.

Allen agresad to sponsor the bill and in ¥Februery intro-
duced his measure calling for "a scientific description of
the rocks and minerals, soils, waters, and animal, and vege-
table productions” within the sta'c.m.ﬁ-l The chief opposition
to the bill eppsared to de the expense involved in making
such & survey; howsver, Allen, after nearly a month's work,
was able to get the bill through the lower Houase., The
measure went to the Senate late in the asssion but, was
never considered by it.

Since Allen was a lawyer with several years' experience,
it was only natural that his interest would gravitate toward
legal reforms. During his quadrennium as a legislator he
made numerous attempts to modify and improve the legal system
of the state; and although only a limited number of his pro-
posals became law, they are worth considering., He attempted
to abolish the taking of testimony in writing in all sivil
suits,sg a change which would have saved the state much time
and expense and would have accelerated such cases in the
courts. An effort was mades in 1859 to legalize the usgse of

60 Governor's Annual Message, in Legislative Doouments,

1860; Louisiana House Journal, 1880, p. B; HNew Orleans

Daily Picayune, November 1l, 1859; January 26, 1860; Baton
Houge Dall %Ezetto and Comet, January 285, 31, 1860; New
Orleans ﬁiil Deltia, February o, 1860.

61 Loulslana House Journal, 1860, pp. £8, 29, 39, 42, 47,
51-54, 57, 77; New orleans Dally Delta, February 16, 1660;
Baton Rouge Daily Gazette an omet, February 23, 1860;

YWest Baton ROUge gugar rlantéer, March 10, 1860,

62 Loulsiana House Journal, 1858, p. 49.
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arbitration in the settlement of certain disputes based on
article ninty-five of the Loulslana constltution of 1858.65

Allen was successful in having the fees, costs, and ex-
penses in oriminal prosecutions transferred to the parishes
in whieh the act was committod.&4 An effort to inorease the
distriot judges®' salary to §3,500 was doteatod.ss

In 1858 an unsuccessful attempt was made to prevent the
o6 Allen

thought they ought to be punished immediately for oriminal

imprisonment of slaves in the state penitentlary.

acts commensurate with the deed Iinstead of confining them at
the expense of the state. He did seoure the enactment of a
law permitting any free person of ocolor to select his master

and become a slave for life by having such action confirmed

in a distriet court.67 The state owned & number of slaves

which had been purchaged for the engineert's department, but
many of them were too old for active service; so by an act

of the legislature these were placed under the care of the

superintendent of the state hospital for the deaf.aa

Allen was ever ready to ald education during his four
years in the legislature. Although he 4id not introduce a
single bill on the subject, he supported those which came

63 Ibid., 1859, p. 10. Article 95 stated, "It shall be
the duly of the General Assembly to pass such laws &3 may be
proper and necessary to declide differences by arbitration.®

€64 Ibid., 22; Loulsiana Acts, 1859, p. 21.

85 Toulsiana House Journal, 1858, pp. 42, 55.

66 Ibid., 9, 34; paton Rouge Daily Gazette and Comet,
January 21, March 1, 1859.

67 Louisiana House Journal, 1859, pp. 8, 56; ILoulsiana
Acts, 1859, p. 2171,

g8 Louisiana Houge Journal, 1859, p. 36; Baton Rouge
Dally Gazette and Gomet, March 8, 1859.
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before the assembly. He, believed railroads were the greai-
esl assests of a state and was always ready to aasist in
getting companies organized and in seouring desirable legis-
lation for them.

One writer, in describing Allen as a leglslator, said,
"He was guick and ready as a debater, spoke with sharpness
and energy; his utterance was rapid and distinct; his snuni-
cation clear and defined; always enthusiastic, he was some-
times violent, but he had the good fortune to have gensrally
his political adversaries as his personal friends."®® when
the session of 1860 closed, the Sugar Planter remarked that
"Captain Allen has not only made his marks as one of the
most talented, but also one of the most influentlal Repre-
sentatives in the present lLegislature. He has not only by
his eloquence, his energy, and perseverance, secured the
passage of many wholesome laws, but has been equally as ser-
viceable to the state in preventing the passage of those
doubtful if not bad in policy.“vo

69 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry watkins Allen, 48.
70 west Baton Rouge gugar Planter, March 10, 1860,




Chapter VI
FROM PRIVATE TO MAJOR GENERAL, 1881-1863

Louisiana began preperations for the Civil wWar at the
special session of the legilslature in December, 1860, when
a Hilitary Board was created and $500,000 appropriated for
the protsction of the state, The legislature at its session
in 1861 and the convention of the same year enacted addi-
tional legislation which inoreassed the powers of the mili-
tary authorities, enlarged the state forces, and co-ordi-
nated them with the Confederate milltary organization.l The
firat militery action occurred on January 10, 1861, when
Goveranor Moore at the head of some 600 Louisiana militiamen
demanded and received the surrender of the United States
arsenal at Baton Rouge, The Federal troops surrendered with-
out offering any resistance and were allowed to remain in
the barracks until they received instructions from Washington
two days later.2 On January 11 Louisiana troops occupled
Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River south
of New Orleans, and during the next few days selzed other

1 Louisiana Acts, 1860; 1861; Journal of the Convention,
1861. For the organization of the Toulslana forces, see
Edwin A. Leland, "Organization and Administration of the
Louisiana Army During the Civil War" (M, A, Thesis Louisiana
State University, Baton Rouge, 1938).

2 Baton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, January ll, 1861;
New Orleans Dally De , danuary 12, 1861; Governor Moore's
annual mesgage to the legislature, in Louisiana House Journal,
1861, p. 8; The Viar of the Rebellion; A Compilation of the
official Records of the Unlon and Confederate Armies, 129

vols. (Wesbhington, 18B0-1901), Ber, I, vol. I, 4B9-500,
Cited hereafter as (fficlal Records,

118
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Federal property in the state.5
In April, after Presldent Davis had issued his c¢all for
troops, Governor Moore called for 3,000 volunteers for twelve
monthsa' service. The response was most gratifylng because
three weeks later more than the required number had been as-
sembled under General Edward L. Tracy at Camp Walker, located
on the Metairie raoce course near New Orleans.A within sixty
days 18,000 well-equipped troops had left the state for the
confederate army, and by mid-July the state had furnished
over 20,540 m&n.s
Allen was present as a private when Governor Moore re-
ceived the surrender of the Baton Rouge arsenal; he partioi-
pated in the ceremonies of the convention announcing the
secession of lLouislana, and on January 23 he assisted in
raising the Pellcan Flag over the capitol. After the call
for volunteers Allen and Henry Mortimer Favrot of West Baton
Rouge worked as enrolling officers for about three wueks.s
3 0fficial Records, Ser. I, Vol. I, 489-500. The governor
of Miaslsslippil asked that the spoils of Baton Rouge be
divided. Governor Moore sent 8,000 muskets, 1,000 rifles,
6 twenty-four pounds gund, and a considerable amount of
ammunition. James W. Gerner, Reconstruction in Mississippi
{New York, 1901), 9.
4 New (Orleans Dally Delta, April 18, 1861; New (rleans
Daily True Delta, April 20, 1861; New Orleans Daily
cayune, December 20, 1861.
Caskey, Secession and Restoration of Louisiana, 41.
6 New orleans pally Plcayunse, July 9, 1665; Shreveport
Daily News, May 3, 13 Eg%on Rouge Capitolian and
and Advocate, July 5, 1885; John g, Kendall, @ piary of
Surgeon Cralg, Fourth Louisiana Regiment, C, S, A., 1864-
1865," in Loulsiana Historlcal Quarterl%, VIII (1985), 53.
when the Confederaoy was organized and Loulslana had mede
plans for electing congressmen, Allen announced for the

fourth district composed of the parishes of West Feliciana,
Pointe Coupee, St. Landry, Lafayette, Vermillion, West Baton
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In response to the Governor's call, one oOr more Com-
panies were enlisted in virtually every parish within the
state. West Baton Rouge had two units: the Tirailleurs and
the Delta Riflesa. The latter, organized in December, 1860,
with Henry M. Favrot as ocaptain, offered its services to
Governor Moore. Allen, one of the first to Join the company,
remained within its ranks until the organization of the
Fourth Regiment Loulislana Volunteers 1n New Orleans, May 8,
1851.7

The Regiment elected Robert J. Barrow, Pointe Couped,
colonel, Allen, lieutenant colonel, and Samuel E. Hunter,
Rast Feliciana, major. The QOrescent remarked: "A better
selection of officers could not have been made. These
gentlemen are known throughout the state for their chivalrous

Rougs, Iberville, St. Mary, and 8t. Martin. The writer found
no evidensce of his campaign activities, and 1t is likely that
his friends made the announcement for him. He withdrew his
candidacy September 29, 1861, while stationed at Mississippi
City. For his announcement, see Plaguemine Iberville Gazette
and Sentinel, April 6-July 27, 1881; The Polnte Coupes
Demoorat, June 1, 1861; Bayou Sara %edger, June 8, 1861,
Kew Orieans Daily Crescent, May 2, 1 » remarked, "We are
well acquainted with the Captain, and have noted very
minutely, during our aojourn at Baton Rouge, his labors in
our last legislature, and can testlfy to his ability and
sincere worth. As a high-tonsd and chlvalrous gentleman,
Capt. Allen stands unegqualled in the entire district. He is
a man that would reflect honor upon any constituency =
possegsed of all the adornmentis of social and estimable vir-
tues, he presents all the bearings of a gentleman in the
walks of soclety ~= refined in tastes and oculture.”" For
the withdrawal of his candidacy, see his letter from Camp
Relief, Misslesippi City, in Baton Rouge Dally Advocate,
October 4, 1881; Baton Rouge Dally GazetTe and Comet,
Qctober 5, 1861.
7 Blographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, & vols.
{Chicago, Igﬁﬁi, 1T, 207; Wew Orleans Times pemocrat, July 5,
1885, Baton Rouge Evening Truth, July ¥, 1899; and Kendall,
®The Diary of Surgeon (ralg," 1n loc. ¢it., 56-57, contain
e complete roster of the Delta RifTIes.
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ocharacter and military acoumplishmnnta."a The PFourth Regl- \
ment, destined to participate in a number of important en-
gagments, organized with ten companies containing 850 men. ’
It mustered into the Confederate service at Camp Moore, May |
25, 1861.9

Camp Walker was a temporary location and became very
congested when over 3,000 men arrived there early in May.
The watexr supply was inadequate, and with the approaching
sumer season there was great danger of disease; s0o the mili-
tary authorities selected a camp site at Tangipahoa about
sevontg:gight miles north of New Orleans in the higher cli-
mate of si. Helena Parish. The place was designated as Camp

8 Weat Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 11, 1861; New
Orlgag;eg%%%¥6%§%§g§%gian?gs }ozmed.the regiment, according
'

to the Register of Louisiana Volunteers, XSS., in Confederate
Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXVI:

Total
Campan Number Parish Captain
Beéver Creek
Rifles 78 §t. Helena James H, Wingfleld
St. Helena Rifles 83 gt. Helena John Bunyan Taylor
Hunter Rifles
Company A 83 East Feliclana Samuel K. Hunter
Hunter Rifles
Company B 76 East Feliclana A. Pullen
west Feliciana
Rifles 103 west Peliciana C. E. Tourene
Lafourche Guards 100 Lafouxrche Thomas B, Vick
firaillleurs 76 West Baton Rouge Francis A. willlams
Delta Rifles 76 Wvest Baton Rouge Henry M. Favrot
Rational Guards 76 Eest Baton Rouge Henry A. Raulnan
Lake Providence
Cadets 77 Carroll Franc V. Whicher

Loulslana Pamphlets, 1864-1885 in Loulsiana State
University Librarian's office, contains a bdroadside with the
muster roll and a brief history of the St. Helena Rifles.
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Moore, and General Edward L. Traoy was given commend of the
troops stationed there. By May 15 all the soldiers in the
New Orleans camp had been transferred to Cemp Moore, and it
was estimated that about 4,000 troops would be at the Camp
before the end of the month. The troops were delighted with
their new location, for there was an abundance of fresh water
supplied by_ggiyer’g;sek and Tangipahoa River, of space for
their tenta, and probably not so many mosquitoes. During the
day the companies were busy drilling, studying military tac-
tiocs, and perfecting their organizations. At night the regi-
mental bands entertailned with martial mnsic.lo Barly in June
the Confederate authorities began calling for the Louislana
troops. Many of the companies left Camp Moore for the east-
ern sector of the war, and others went into Tennessee. The
Fourth Regiment was sent via New Orleans to the Mleslsslppi
coast, where it was stationed during the summer. (olonel
Barrow placed two companies at Pass Christian, two at Biloxi,
two at Pasgagoula, and four at Mississippl City; later, two
of these were sent to (cean Springs.ll Late in July lLieu-
tenant Colonel Allen, with four companies, was sent to Ship
Island.12

10 New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, May &, 13, 20, 1861;

New Orleans Daily True Delta, May 4, 14, 20, June 4, 186l1;
New Orleans Dail ¢rescent, May 8, 13-15, 17, 22, 1861;
Baton Rouge Weekly Advocals, May 12, 1861; Bayou Sara Ledger,
June 8, 1861, Camp Moore i1s located at Tangipahoa in the
parish of the seme name. This parish was organized in 1869.
11 New Orleans Dally Crescent, June 10, 11, 1861; New
Orleans Commercial Bu etin, June 11, 1861; Baton Rouge
Weekly Gazette and Comet, June 13, 1861; Bayou Sara Ledger,
June %2, 188Y1; “3Tephenson and Davis (eds.), "The civil %hr
Diary of Willie Micajah Barrow,” in loc. cit., 440,
12 official Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 709, 741;
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This island, located a few miles south of the Missisaippi
coast, formed an important barrier to the Mississippl Sound,
which extended from Mobile Bay to lLake Borgne and was a
strategic point in the defense of that area. For many years
the Pedersl government had maintalned e lighthouse on the
Island and had begun construction of a fort there in 1859.15

In May, 1861, the Confederates burned the woodwork in
the fort and lighthouse. They made no effort to occupy the
island until July 6, when Lieutenant Alexander F. Warley of
the Confederate navy landed a small force there. Three days

later the Massachusetis, a Federal ship, attacked the group

but failed to drive them off the island.l‘ Near the end of
the month Warley left the island in command of Colonel Allen,
who had come over from Misslssippl City. A few days later
& amall numdber of troops from New Orleans arrived to assist
in the defense of the plaoo.l5

Allen, cognizant of the great danger of his unprotected
location, worked his men day and night during the first week
they were on the island. The soldiers rebuilt the fort, con-
structed eleven fine bomb~-proof oasemates and a magazine,
and mounted twenty guns which had been brought over from New
Shreveport Weekly News, July 22, 186l. The companies with

Allen were afourche Guards, Lake Providence Cadets,
Beaver (Creek Rifles, and St. Helena Rifles.

13 The American Annual Cyelopedla and Regziater of Important
Events of the Year 1881 {Naw'for%, 1682), 2%5*§I. “The gsI&nE
ﬂnél:bggiasav;glﬁllos Ion% and lngz than a mile widgé 85

.y ; Rew (rleans Da rescent, May 23, 1881;
25 TohL T Tew T

Shreveport Weekly News, July ew Orleans Daill
Picayune, :ﬁr?“xg, II,’ISGI; 0fficial Records, Ser. 1, %01.

15 official Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 709, 741.
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Orleans. When the fort was completed and the men had made
their living quarters comfortable, there was little work for
them to do, so Allen kept them busy each day drilling and
within a few weeks had a well disciplined group. The Colonel
ruled his camp with a firm hand during the short period on
the island. He malntained a strong guard from hia picked
troops and punished severely any Infraction of the rules.

He would not permit spirlituous liquor on the island and dis-

ciplined thoss who smuggled it into the oamp.l6

In September the Confederate authorities ordered the
place abandoned and sent Colonel Johnson K. Duncan of the
confederate ermy to supervise the evacuation. All pro-
visions, equipment, and about fifteen guns were sent to New
Orleans; Allen and his four companies went to Mississippi
City, and the other troops reported to the New Qrleans mili-

tary headquarters. Before leaving the Confederstes set fire

to the rebuilt fort and all buildings on the island.l7

16 Mexico City Mexican Times, December ¢, 1865; Baton
Rouge Weekly Advocate, August &5, 1881. When one of the com-
panies refused to work Allen unhesitatingly ordered the other
troops with loaded muskets to merch upon the mutineers. The
affair ended without any bloodshed, and he had no further
disoiplinary troubles while on the l1sland. Dorsey,
Recollections of He twatkins Allen,iﬁﬁ. Freeman, "Honiyz
vatkins Allen," onary of American Biography, I, 192.
Henry M. Favrot saiI'EEiE‘EI%E%T Tn order T make himselfl
proficient in giving commands, spent many hours secretly
drilling his servant, Vallery. Henry Mortimer Favrot, An
Address on the Milit Career of Governor Henry wutkins
Allen, Delivered at %E% State capitol on the Occaslon OFf the
Recegtion of‘ﬁI"ﬁFmﬁIﬁb and Transfer o0f the Monument Brected

emory (Baton Houge, 1 , U; Baton Houge Gapltolian
and !kocaf% July 5, 1885; New Orleans Times Democrat,
y 5, 1888

17 orrioial Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 741; New QOrleans
Qaggxrﬁieayuﬁé, October 12, 186l; New Orleans Commercial
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In the fall of 1861 the people of Louisiana, especially
those of New Orleans, became very apprehensive about the
protection of the eity. They realized that President Davis
had ocalled from Louisiana a large numder of companies and
men, including such important leaders as P, ¢. T. Beauregard,
Bragg, Leonldas Polk, and Richard Taylor. oOnly & remnant of
the state's forces were left to proteot the most important
meiropolls of the South because many of the Confederate
leaders did not believe that the PFederals would attack the

city and that if they did, it would be impossible to get by

the forts on the river below the oity.le

The defense of the southern area had been intrusted to
General David E. Twigga, who had surrendered his post at 3an
Antonio, Texas, when the war began. The General was much
to0 0ld to supervise the work of such a vast and important

erea; 8o in October when the people began inquiring about

the defense of the clty he resigned because of "ill health".lg

Bulletin, September 18, 1861; Baton Rouge Weekly Advocate,
September 22, 1861; Greensburg Imperial, october &, 1BGIL.
18 Hew Orleans Daily Delta, October 16, November 9, 26,
1861; New Orleans Dally Crescent, October 3, 10, 1861;
Kew Orleans Daily True Delta, June 21, 1861,
19 New orleans Dally pelta, October 11, 1861; New (Orleans
Dally Pica , october 17, 1861. David Emanuel Twiggs
-July %g, 1862) was born in Richmond County, Georgila.
He entered the United States army early in life, was a cap-
tain in the War of 1812, and in 1814 was promoted to the rank
of major. Twiggs served various commands until the war with
Hexioo, when he Joined General Taylor's forces and 4id splen-
did work at Palo Alioc and Resava de la Palma, which secured
for him the rank of brigadier general. After the Battle of
¥onterey, Taylor asked for another promotion although Twiggs
was 111 and did not participate in the fight, Twigge was
transferred to the southern division where he supported Scott
at Yera Cruz and Mexico City.
After the war, Twiggs served at a number of poste in the
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Brigadier General Mansfield Lovell of the Confederate army
was ordered to New Orleans to take ocharge of the district,
which was designated as Department Number 1.2% He arrived
on Qotober 17 and lmmediately went on a two weeks tour of
his district to study the topography and to ascertain the
exact condition of the troops under his command. General
Lovell learned that the city was protected by Forts 8t.
Philip and Jackson on the river some seventy-five miles south
of New Orleans. West of the river on Barataria Bay was Fort
Livingston, and farther weat were Forts Berwlck and Chene on
Berwlick Bay. East of New Orleans, Forts Plke and Macomb on
the Rigolets and Chef Monteur atraits defended lLake

army, mostly in the South; and when the Civil War began, he
was commander of the Department of Texas, which he surrender-
ed to the Confederates in February, 1861. The Union author-
ities promptly dismissed him, and he returned to Louisiana
where he had spent a number of years. Arriving in New orleans
on March 5, Twiggs was received with a great celebration in-
cluding a seventeen-gun salute. The legislature at the sug-
gestion of Allen adopted a resolution commending Twiggs for
surrendering his post in Texas and coming to Loulslena. On
May 22, he was made gpajor general and assigned to a command
pDepartment Number I. Much too o0ld to attend the multifarious
duties of so vast a department he resigned in Qctober, 1861.
Twiggs dled the following year and was buried near Augusta,
Ceorgia. He was survived by his second wife and two child-~
ren. New Orleans Dally Delte, March &, October 11, 1861;
Loulsiena Acts, 1881, p. 112; Louisiana House Journal, 1861,
p. 53; willlam A. Gance, "David Emanuel Twiggs,¥ in
Dictionary of American Blography, XIX, 83.

20 d??idial Records, gJer. E. Vol. VI, 643; New Orlsans
paily Plcayune, october 17, 186l. Department Number I em-

Taced all o% Louisiana and the southern half of Mississippl
excepting the area including the cities of Natochez and
Vickaburg. They belonged to Department Number 2, 0fficial
Records, Ser. I, Vol. VI, 556. Mansfield Lovell (1BR2-

, soldier and civil engineer, was born in Washington,

D. C. He graduated from West Polnt Academy in 1842, and
entered the military service. Lovell served with distinction
in the Mexlcan War and was brevetted captain, After the war
he did garrison duty in New York and Kansas until 1854 when




127
Pontchartrain.gl In the city Lovell found conditions de-
Plorable from a military viewpoint. There were only three
poorly organized and ill-disciplined regiments, a limited
amount of ammunition, and on the river there were two oom-
Pleted vessels, the MoRae and the Joy, but the Manassas was
under construction and the contracts for constructing the

Louisiana and Mississippi, two additlonal iron-clad vessels,

had been awarded. General Lovell hastened the work on the

Manassas and ordered work to begin at once on the two irone

22
clads.

He telegraphed General Josiah Gorgas, chief of the
Ordnance Department of the (Confederate forces, for some
heavy guns and ammunition, but because of the demands from
the eastern army none were sent to New Orleans. Lovell then
called upon General Bragg, who commanded at Pensacola, for
some aid; but the latter replied that he did not have a gun
to spare. When Lovell could not get any assistance from the

he resigned to enter private business. Lovell was employed
by Cooper and Hewitt's Iron Works in Trenton for a time and
then became superintendent of streets in New York, and later
deputy street commissioner. He resigned to enter the Con-
federate service in Septémber, 1861. The following month
Lovell replaced General Twiggs and had the misfortune to hold
the position when Rew Orleans fell the next year. He con-
tinued to command the department until criticism necessitated
his removal in December, 1862. Lovell was unable to secure
another important assignment during the remainder of the war,
After the close of the war Lovell returned to New York

and, except for a brief and disastrous adventure into rice
planting in Georgia, remained there until his death in 1884,
George ¥W. Cullum, Biographlcel Reglster of (¢fficers and
raduates of the UnI€e§ gtates ﬁi%fﬁarz Academy, 7 vols.
iﬁew’TorE,"Iﬁiizlvzﬁﬁ. 11, 128;  Donova Yeuell, "Mansfield
Lovell,” in Dictionary of American Biogrephy, XI, 441-42.

21 0fficial Records, ger. 1, Vol?"V%%"gfg, 558-59.

22 Thid., 559,
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Confederate authorities he began negotiations to supply his
department's needs. He bought saltpeter and sulphur, gather-
ed all the iron chains whioch he oould find, and made con-~
tracts with the foundries in New (Orleans and other Loulsiana
cities to manufacture shells and to mould bullets. Messrs.
Leeds and Company, Bennet and Surges, snd 3. Wolf and Company
agreed to make heavy guns; and Hobart and Foster erected a
powder mill in the city.za
The portion of Louisiana west of New (Orleans was a very

valuable section not only to New QOrleans but to the Cone-
federacy. It was the rich sugar producing region and after
1861 became more important because of the salt production
around A‘ver;}',I_lslana.mI The valuable cattle trade with Texas
came through this region. The Opelousas, New Orleans, and
Great Westerm Railroad connected the river with Brashear City
(Morgan City). Across the river was Berwick, an important
town at the mouth of the Atchafalaya and the terminal point
for the Texas trade; also it was an important center for
blookade runners. In September, 1861, there was stored at
Berwiock about 60,000 barrels of eoal.zs If the Federals

23 Ibid., 558-60, The powder mill erected by Hobart and
Foster was destroyed by an explosion, December 28, 1861.
Ibid., 790. General Twiggs and Govermor Moore had urged the
ConTederate authorities to send men and supplies into the
department. Por their correspondence see ibid., 728-54.
Governor Moore asked for the removal of General Twiggs be-
cause of his advanced age and ill health. JIbid., 748. For
General Lovell's correspondence with the Confederate author-
ities see ibid., 754-89.

24 Post, Chap. VIII.

25 Wew orleans Daily True Delta, November 2, 1861;

15 (ed

Stephenson and Dav 8.), "The Civil War Diary of willie
Micajah Barrow,” in loc¢. oit., 440; 0fficial Records, Ser. I,
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were permitted to penetrate this section, they would have

easy access to Alexandria in the heart of the state,

In response to petitions from this region General ILovell
ordered Colonel Barrow to take his Fourth Reglment to Ber-
wick. They left Mississippi City October 31, and went vie

‘New QOrleans to Brashear City and then over to Camp Lovell

near Berwick, where most of the troops were statloned. 4Allen
with two compenies, the West Feliciana Rifles and Beaver
Creek Rifles, was sent about three miles south of the oity

to Forts Chene and Berwick. The Lafourche Guards and

Providence Cadets under Major Hunter were stationed at

Franklin in St. Mary Parish.ze The soldiers of the Fourth

Regliment were becoming restless with inactivity and the
routine of camp life, and since there was little or no fight-
ing in this area, Allen and Hunter had to keep them busy
drilling and improwving the forts and cemps. They remained

in southern Louisiana until February, 1862, when Genersl

Lovell, in response to a call from President Davis for more

troops, ordered them to Tennassaa.av

The Fourth Regiment arrived in Jackson, Tennesses,

Vol. VI, 557; vVvol. XV, 183-88, 1087; Vol. XXvI, Pt. 1,
pp. 185, 337-8l1. The New (Orleans, Opslousas, and Great
western Railroad was about eighty miles long and had been
constructed between 1852 and 1857.

26 New (Orleans Dally True Delta, Jeanuary 16, october 28,
November 11, 1861; Hew Orleans Daily Pic e, OQotober 30,
November 10, 1861; West Baton Rouge Sugar %%antor, November
2, 30, 1861; Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, November
7, 1861; sStephenson and Davis Ed&s.), #1he ¢1vil War Diary
of willie Micajah Barrow," in loc. ¢it., 444-46.

37 official Records, Ser. I, Vol, VI, 832; New Orleans

Daily True pDelta, February 26, 1862, The regiment left New
Orieans February 25, 1862.
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adbout the first of March., General Beauregard appointed Allen
military governor of Jackson, a position he held until West-
ern Tennessee fell into the control of the Federal govern-
ment early in A,pril.a8

Soon after the Fourth Regiment arrived 1in Tennesses,
Colonel Robert J., Barrow resigned his command because of 1ill
health, and Lieutenant Colonel Allen was elected to suoceed
him, MNajor Samuel E. Hunter was elected lieutenant colonel,
and captain Thomas E, Viek of the Lafourche Guards was pro-
moted major.

Colonel Allen's regiment was attached to the seocond
corps of the Army of the Misslssippl under the command of
Major General Bragg and was e part of the first division
under the immediate command of General Daniel Rugglea. On
March 21 the Fourth Regiment received orders to prepare five
days® rations and be ready to march on quick notice. This
order brought joyous shouts from all members of the Fourth
Regiment because they had been in the army for nine months
without a single engagement and were anxlously looking for-
ward to the time when they could participate in battle.so
In the last days of March the Confederate army under the

commmand of Albert Sidney Jobhnston withdrew from central

28 Memphis Appeal, March 5, 1868; New Orleans Daily True
Delta, Maroh ’ 23 Baton Rouge Weekly Gazelte and
Comet, March 14, 1862; New Orleans Dally Delta, March 13,

29 Baton Rouge Vieekly Gazetite and Qomet, March 14, 1862;
New Orleans Daily Delia, March 13, 1865; Baton Rouge
apitolian E‘ﬁ oca e, July 5, 1885.
aton Hou { Gazette and Comet, March 21, 1868;
official Records, §3r. , vol. X, Pt."I, p. 382,
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gbnnessee and concentrated around Corinth, Mississippi.

on the morning of April 6, General Johnaton ordered an
advance upon the Union forces encamped near Pittsburg Landing
under the command of Grent, On the first day most of the
fighting ococurred near Shiloh Church in southern Tennessee,
\Qha Confederates, in three fierce charges, drove the Union
froreea from their camps, but near the end of the day General
:Johnaton was mortally wounded. The command fell to General
P. G. T, Beauregard, who, thinking enough had been accom-
plished for the day, stopped the righting.al

‘Colonel Allen led his gallant Fourth Regiment on each
of the charges made by the Confederates, and in his report
of the battle he stated that Just before the regiment was
ready to meke the first charge a Tennessee regiment, im-
mediately behind him, fired, by mistake, killing and wounding
a number of his men. This almost demoralized his troops,
but Colonel Allen was able to reorganize the group and lead
them into the battle. During the day Allen appeared tc bdbe
everywhere, always encouraging and directing his men in the
fight.sz At the close of the first day's fighting one mem-
ber of the regiment said, "Col. Allen acted with greatest

gallantry and coolness, 1 expected to see him fall every
nomant.'ss The intrepld leader exposed himself unnecessarily,

(ﬂ 31 For Confederate reports of the battle, see 0fficial
" Records, Ser. I, Vol. X, 382+641; for Unlon reports, see
1b1d., 98-381; D. W. Reed, The Battle of Shiloh and the

_Orgenizations Engaged (weshington, 1913).
//“E%E'IIIEETE Téport of the battle, see (Qffiolal Records,
! Ser. I, Vol. X, Pt. léapg. 489-90; Doraey, Recollections of

ggggg watkins Allen,
Thomas Chinn Robertson, Pattle of Shiloh from a
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during the day and received a very painful flesh wound in
the face., That night Captain Henry M. Favrot of the pelta
Riflses was in the same tent with Colonel Allen and later
said, "although seemingly quiet he had little sleep if any.“54
The next morning, his face swollen, and suffering from loss
of bloocd and intense pain, Allen placed the Fourth Regiment
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hunter and went to
the hospital for relief. His wound being treated, Allen lay
down to get some much-needed rest, but Just at that moment
he heard a general stampede of wagons, horses, and men. He
rushed out, mounted his horse, and rode after the soldiers,.
Allen in his report said, "I succeeded in putting a stop to
the stampede, and placed cavalry in the rear, with orders to
cut down all who attempted to-pass."35 During the day of
April 7 Allen, by order of General Bragg, remained in the
rear of the army rallying the stragglers and organizing them
into companies. His Fourth Regiment went into action under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hunter.36

On the night of April & a portion of General Don C.

Buell's army Joined Grant's forces and the following morning
took the fleld againast the Confederates. General Beauregard

Southern Stand-Point: A Letter Written to his Mother When a
Soldier Boy (United Daughtera ol the Gonlederacy, Baton
Rouge, 1 }, 6.
34 Baton ﬁpuge cagitolian and Advocate, July 5, 1885;

H. C. Clarke, Diary o War for separation: A Dail
Chroniocle of t inci I fventa and EIsEor¥ regent
Révolution 1o Which is aaﬁdﬁ"ﬁbtea and Desoriptlons dT’all

Teat Battles ... (Augusta, 1862), 13a.

35 officlal Records, Ser. I, Vol. X, Pt. 1, p. 490.
36 Tbid.
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met the assault but was unable to hold his position and after
another day of heavy fighting retreated to corinth.

The army remained in northern Mlssissippi until May 80,
when the advance of the Federal forces made necessary &
battle or another retreat, The (onfederates chose the latter
aé the more expedient and withdrew southward about fifty-two
milaa to Tupelo, Mississippi.

In the meantime, & large Federal force under Brigadier
General Benjamin F, Butler and Admiral David G. Farragut had
occupied the oity of New Orleans on May 1, 1868,37 and a
week later Farragut took possession of Baton Rouge. leaving
Commander David D. Porter in charge of the latter city, he
went up the river beyond Natcheg and Vicksburg. Admiral
Farragut found none of the places strongly fortified, but

he realized the Federal forces were not strong enough at

that time to capture and hold the eitiesesa

37 Por Confederate correspondence on the defense of New
Orleans, see ibid., Vol. VI, 510-54; for Unlon correspondence
of the capture of the city, see ibid., 503-310, 675-725,
President Davis, in responase to a resolution of the Confeder-
ate Congress, ordered a Court of Inquiry concerning the loss
of New Orleana. MNembers of the court were Major General
Thomas C. Hindman, Brigaaier Generals Thomas F. Drayton,
williem M. Gardiner, and Mejor L. R. Page. The court began
its hearings in Jackson, Mississippi, April 4, 1863, and con-
cluded its work in Richmond, Virginia, July 13, 1863. A num-
ber of military officials including General Lovell and citi-
zens of New Qrleans were called before the court. They found
that Lovell had taken proper steps for the defense of the
clty but his department was weakened by the withdrawal of
forces, For the court proceedings, see ibid.,, 555-643. For
a ocriticism of the Confederate authorities on the defense on
Kew Orleans, see ll. A, Trexler, "The (Qonfederate Navy
Department and the Fall of New (rleans,"” in the Southwest
Review (Dallas, 1915-), XIX (1933-34), 88-102.

26 official Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 457, 498, 514-15,
See (onfederate General M, 1. Smith's report, ibid., 6-12.
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The capturs of New Orleans, Farragut's trip up the
river, and the loss of Tennessee Trevealed to the Confederates
the plan of the Federal forces to take the Mississippi River.
It was most essentlal that the Confederates hold the river
because of the valuable trade from.uexipo through Texas and
Louisiana; therefore in the summer of 1862 they bsgan work
on the defenses at Port Hudson and Vicksburg.
General Lovell, the commander of the department, left
New Orleans in April and went to Camp Moore. The following
month he was ordered to take charge of the work at Vicksburg,
General M. I, Smith, a subordinate orf Lovell's, supervised
the construction of the fortifications around the city of
Vicksburg. To assist him In the work Beauregard sent a num-
ber of troops from Tupelo; among them was the Fourth
Louisiggg Regimant.39
General Smith pushed the work on the fort at Vicksburg
and had almost completed it when on May 18 the Federsls at-
tacked the ¢ity from the river. Vicksburg was bombarded for
the next two months but with little damage to the city and
its fortifications. The last operations agalnst the city
were concluded on July 3'7.4‘°
shortly after the Fourth Regiment arrived in Vicksburg
39 gee General Smith's report, ibid.
40 For Confederate correspondence, see ibid., 6-19 for
Union correspondence, see ibld., 22-35, For an aocount by a

Union general, see G. Mott Willlams, "The First Vicksburg
Expedition and the Battle of Baton Rouge, 186&," in War

§%Eers Read before the COmmande§x of the State of wisoconsin,

Tt Order of the loyal Leézlon of the United gtates, &
Vols. (iiTvaukes, T649-T01%), P (15066775 ’
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Major Vick withdrew his company and William F. Pennington
wag elsoted major. Qolonel Allen and his group were posted
%utside the ocity as a part of the pioketing rorca.él

On June 28 General Earl Van Dorn replaced lLovell as
commander of the army east of the Mississippl River; and
after the successful defense of Vicksburg, he decided to
drive the PFederals out of Baton Rouge and then attack New
Orleans. General John ¢. Breckinridge, former Demoecratic

candidate for president, was designated to lead the expe-~

. dition in South Louisiana., He left Vicksburg July 27 with

about 4,000 men and, traveling by railroad, arrived at Camp
Moore th;:égxt day. There he found Brigeadier General Ruggles
and a small force of men, Most of the troops under the com-
mand of Breckinridge had participated in the defense of
Vioksburg and were weakened by exposure to the heavy rains
and the intense heat. A large number of the men fell 11l
before they left Camp Moore on July 30 for the sixty-mile
march to Baton Rouge, and others became sick before arrival.

When Breckinridge encamped on the Comite River about ten

‘'miles east of Baton Rouge on Auguet 4, he had less than

3,000 men forming two divisions under Generals Charles Clark

and Rugglaa.‘z

Baton Rouge was defended by Brigadier General Thomas
Williams with a land force of about 2,500, and supported by

41 Hew Orleans Daily Picayune, July 5, 1885; 0fficial
Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, . Major Vick was appolnted
brigadier general of the Loulsiana militia and assigned to
command Avoyelles, Rapides, and Concordia parishes, Ibid.,
985,

42 Ibid., 76-82.
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a number of vessels on the ri'ﬂa:v:.*"3

Early on the morning of August 5 the Confederates, ex-
pecting the Arkansas, which had been ordered to aid them,
attaoked the oity. The battle raged untll early in the
afternoon, when Breckinridge learned that the Confederate
ship's machinery was disabled and the boat had grounded
above Baton Rouge.

Colonels Allen and Alla P. Thompson led the forces under
General Ruggles' command, which were the second division of
the troops, and occupied the southern end of the line. They
attacked Baton Rouge from the scutheast. (Colonel Allen dis-
played much bravery and skill in the fight; with & flag in
his hand and out in front of his troops he led them on a
daring dash across an open Ifleld for about 150 yards in the
face of a strong fire from the Federal forces. When within
& few yards of their objective - a Union battery stationed
south of the capitcl -== Allen was wounded, having been shot
in both legs. He urged his men to continue the fight, bdbut
disorder soon prevailed, and they, c¢arrying thelr wounded
' leader, retreated east of the oity.‘s

Breckinridge, cognizant that his men were thiraty and
exhausted from the day's hard fighting and that he oould not

43 Por Union correspondence on the battle, see ibld., 37-
76; G. Mott wWilllams, "The First Vieksburg ExpeditIon and
the Battle of Baton Rouge, 1862," in loc. cit., 57-60.

44 For Confederate reports on the battle, see 0fficial
Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 76-108,. o

45 1bid,, 100-108, 108; Dorsey, Recollections of Henry
watkins Allen, 144-45. -




137
drive the Federals out of the city without aid, withdrew his
troops to the (omite River. They remained here for a short
time and then were ordered to Port Hudson under command of

Runt-or.‘6 The regiment was statloned there until May, 1863,
‘ and then was ordered to Jackson, Mississippl. Later it
aided in the defense of Modile and participated in a number
of battles in Georgia, where they were stationed when the '
war closod.‘v

Colonel Allen was taken about 8ix miles from Baton Rouge

1o the home of Granville Plerce, where he lay very ill for
several weeks. The bones in his right leg were shattered by
the bdullet, but the left received only a flesh wound, Doctor
Amzi Martin, his physician, thought it necsssary to amputate
the right leg, but Colonel Allen refused to gilve his consent.
After a long period of convalescence he was able to walk
with the asaistance of crun;omeaa,“’8 and although too weak to
remain with his regiment, he vigited it at Port Hudson.

Wwhen it was evlident he would not be strong encugh to lead
the regiment in the summer campaigns, he resigned his com-
mand on January 19, 1863.49
Allen returned once more to Cooper's Wella, a resort in
Misaissippi, eand while recuperating was appointed to the
46 0fficial Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 82.
47 John 8. Kendall, "Diary of Surgeon Craig," in loc.
eit., 54-55. -
48 Mexico City Mexican Times, February 10, 1866; New

Orleans Times Democ¢rat, July ©, 1885; Dorsey, Recollectlons
of Henry Watkins allen, 144-4S.

; aTew B, Booth (comp.), Records of Louisiana
Confederate Soldlers and Louisiana Gonfederate Commands, 3

Yois. (New orleans, 1920), 1, 48.




1388
military court at Jackaon.;50 The Colonel, being very anxious
to ocontinue in ective duty and thinking that he would soon
be strong enough to ride a horse, declined the appolntment.
Colonel Allen's lLoulsiana friends prevalled upon Governor
Thomas 0. Moore to appoint him major general of the Loulsiana
state troops, which he did with the hearty approval of the
state legislature. Allen took the oath of offlce on FPebruary
28, 1863, and was reappointed in June of the same yoar.51
He 4id not become aotive in his new position because the
statets jurisdiction extended over a very small area east of
$he river and Allen did not oross the Mississippi until
Oaotober, 1863,

In August, 1863, President Davis appointed Allen brig-
adier general and ordered him to report to Genersl Kirby
Smith, commander of the Trans-Mississippl Department. He
was given the privilege of raising a brigade of soldiers
from certain paroled troops, deserters, and stragglers west
of the river.52

The Missisaippi River had heen under the control of the
Pederal forces since the fall of Vicksdburg and Port Hudson

53
in 1863. It was being patroled very closely by the Federal
80 orficial Records, sSer. IV, Vol. I, 396. The court
was oreated by General Orders No. 17, reﬁruary 13, 1863.
The members were George B. Wilkinson, presiding judge,
Mississippi; John J. Goocd, Texas, Henry W. Allen, Loulslana,
and Jobn P. McMillan, judge-advocate. HMost of the authorities
erroneocusly state that Allen was president of the court.
81 List of Commissions for Loulsiana, M33., in Confederate
Rescords, The National Arochives, Chap. VIII, Vvol. CLXIX . 3
52 offieiel Records, Ser. I, Vol. XXII, Pt. 2, p. 974.
The Trans-Mississippl Department was organized May 26, 1862.

Post, Chap. IX.
53 vieksburg surrendered July 4, 1863, and Port Hudson on
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authorities and blockade running was a dangerous thing, but
it was lmperative that Allen cross the river into the Trans-
Mississippi Depertment.

After the surrender of Vicksburg meny of the Confederate
soldiers went across the river to their homes in Loulsiana,
but others remsined in Mississippl. A parole camp was
established near Enterprise, Misslssippl, where a number of
troops from the Third Regiment of the Louisiana Infantry
asgembdbled.

General Allen had selected a former subordinate officer,
Captain Ben W. Clark, as his adjutant, who with Nolan Clark
went to the parole camp and asked for five volunteers to ac-
company them across the river and through the blockade,

Major J. F. Springer of the Third Regiment was at the camp
on speclial duty for the Confederate government. He had about
30,000 rounds of ammunition and $1,500,000 of Confederate
money which he hoped to deliver in the Trans-Mississippi
Department,

Allent's party consisted of Captein Clark, actling adju-
tant general, Captain T. K. Fauntleroy, Major A. E. LaSalle,
Major J. F. Springer, A. J. Perry, G. W. Webb, Eli Nash, and
F. D. and william H, Tunnard of the Third Regiment of
Louisiasna Infantry. After securing an open top ambulance, a
skiff mounted on wheels, and an army wagon loaded with money
and ammmnition, they left Enterprise in September for the
July 9, 1863,

54 williem H. Tunnard, "H, W. Allen," in Baton Rouge
Rvening Truth, July 3, 4, 1899,
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Mississippl River. The group passed through Shubuta, Ellis-
ville, Monticello, Summit, Liberty, Woodville, and Fort
Adams, which was just north of the lLouisiana line, They
rested for a short time at the home of Colonel J. Hunter,
near the town of Waterloo, Mississippi, before making their
first effort to get through the blockade. JIate in September
they departed for the river, but before arriving there Major
Springer discovered a company of Federals landing. Immed-
jately Allen's party left their wagons, Jumped on their
horses, and made a hurried escape. They were succesaful in
evading the Federal troops and returned to Colonel Hunter's
home, where they secured another wagon and the necessary
supplies for a second attempt at dlockade running. Leaving
Major Springer at Woodville, the party traveled about forty
miles up the river and enceamped on the campus of Cakland
College near Rodney, Mississippi, which 1s opposite the town
of Waterproof, Louisiana. About the firgt of (Qctober they
crossed the river safely and made their escape into Loulsiana.
They began a long Jjourney of more than one hundred miles to
Alexandria, where they errived Qoctober 11.55
Allen had instructions to assemble all the soldiers be-
longing to the Third, Seventeenth, Twenty~-seoond, Twenty-
third, Twenty-rifth, Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty-
56 Ibid. Tunnard, writing some thirtiy-slx years after the
event Took place, must have forgotten the exact dates. He
gaid the group spent the nlght of QOctober 20 at Oakland Col~
lege near Rodney. Allen, wrlting to James A. Seddon, Sec-
retary of War, from Alexandria, LouiaianaiOOctober 12, sald,

"] arrived at this place yesterday." 0fficial Records, Ser.
I’ vol. ml. Pt, 2, P. 173.
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eighth, and Thirty-first regiments of Louisiana Volunteers
who had been paroled at Vicksburg or Port Hudson, and any
stragglers in Louisiana. The troops were ordered to report
to Brigadier General Allen at Alexandria. General Kirby
Smith wrote the generals in his department to give Allen
such assistance as they could in gathering his commana.56

Allen, writing to James A. Seddon, Secretary of Var, on
October 18, saild, "Things over here look gloomy. The enemy
are reported advancing in force, and the people are despond-
ing [(8icl very desponding [Bigdl ." He communicated with Kirby
Smith and General Teylor, who commanded the southern part of
the state, and then made plans to assemble his brigade.

Late in October Allen moved his headgquarters to Shreveport
and issued his first general order designating the place for
each of his companies to assemble and naming the commanding
officer in each group.57 However, before Allen could as-
semble his brigade the people of Loulsiana had elected him
governor of the state, and he accepted in January, 1864.
Allen resigned his position in the gQonfederate Army about
January 1, 1864.53

56 Ivid., 173, 174, 365; sahreveport Semi-Weekly News,
November o, 1863.
" 57 shreveport Semi-Weekly News, November 11, 13, 17,

1863; Opelousas Courier, December 12, 1863
58 ghreveport §emi-ﬁoeg;x News, February 16, 1864.




Chapter VII
DUAY, GOVERNMENT, 1862-18863

The capture of New (Orleans and extension of control over
south Louisiana by the PFederals in 1882 marked the beginning
of a dual government for the people of Louisiana, Before the
end of the year General Benjamin F. Butler appointed George
Poater Shepley military governor of lLoulsiana and, in keeping
with President Linocoln's reconstruotion pollioy, prepared to
restore colvil authoriiy. In December Benjamin Franklin
Flanders and Kichael Hahn were eleoted to Congreas from the
first and second districts, roapectively.l

General Nathaniel P, Banks replaced Butler as commander
of the department in December, 1862 and after thirteen months
delay, called an election for February 28, 1864, Hahn, the
administration candidate for governor, won over J, Q. A,
Pellows and Flanders., Other officers elected were James
Madison wWells, Stanislas Wrotnowski, Bartholomew Leahy Lynch,
James G. Belden, John MeoNair, and Doctor A. P. Dostle, lieu-
tenant governor, secretary of state, attorney genersal,
treasurer, superintendent of education, and auditor, respec-
tively.

In Maroh the voters elected delegates to a constitution-
al convention, which met the following month in New Orleans

1 For a discussion of Reconstruction in Loulsiana, see
Caskey, Secession and Restoration of louisiana; John R.

Pleklin, H1story of Reconstruotion 1n Loulslana throu
1868i in Jomns gﬁiﬁiﬁi”ﬂﬁi#brs!fy gtudles (BEI?&mnre,gE

.
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and revised the oonatitution of 1852; later a small number
of voters adopted the constitution. Government under the
modified organie sot continued to function until the close
of the war. Its jurisdlioction was confined for the most part
to the parishes in the southern part of the state, although
those along the Mississippi River and others where the Fed
eral armies were located, as in St. Temmany, conformed to
the Federal laws and the reconstructed state government.

From 1862 to 1865 the Confederate authority was not
questioned in the northwestern portion of the state, but ita
control over the remsinder of the perishes depended upon the
success of the Federal armies. There were from thirty to
forty parishes which recognized the Confederate authority.
In June, 1883, the legislature at Shreveport recognized that
nineteen parishes were under complete control of the Pederals
and four more were partly under their eontrol.E This legis~
lature had forty parishes represented at Shreveport and in
the following year legislators from forty-one parishes at-
tended the session. There were certain parishes which gent
representatives to both governments in 1864, New (Orleans
under the control of the Federals had two legislators in
Shreveport. Medison, Concordia, Repldes, Avoyelles, Rast

2 Shreveport Seml-Weekly News, June 9, 1863. Ascension,
Assumption, East Baton Rouge, iverville, Jefferson, Lafay~
ette, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemine, St. Bernard, St.
Charles, 8t. James, 8t. John the Baptist, St. Landry, sSt.
Martin, St. Mary, Terrebonne, Vermillion, and West Baton
Rouge parishes were recognized as being within the Federal's

Jurisdiction and Avoyelles, Carroll, Madison, and Tensas
were partly under their control.
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Peliclana, St. Mary, Terrebonne, Assumption, and Iberville
had representatives and senators in Shreveport, but they
also elected delegates to the constitutional convention in
March, 1834.5 It is certain that the Confederate governors
had eontrol over more parishes than the Lincoln government
at New Orleans, dut they did not have as large a population
under their jurisdiction because the city of YNew Orleans was
within the Federsl lines. 1In the Confederate state electilon
of November, 1863, the highest vote polled was 7,705, where-
as the vote cast for Governor Hahn and the other candidates
on February 22, 1864, was 11,335 with about one-~half of them
coming from Orleans Parish.‘

The 11nrida parishes, although completely seperated
from West Louisieana after 1865, continued to msintain thelir
Confederate government, to send representatives to the
legislature, to collect and make returns for taxes, to send
men into the army, and to receive ald from the state govern-
ment at Shreveport.

When the war bhegan the state capltal was located at
Baton Rouge, but it became a peripatetic one after the fall
of New Orleans in May, 1862. QGovernor Moore hurriedly left
the oity and established headquarters in the southwestern
part of the atate at Opelousan.5 The state leglislature held

3 Journal of the Convention for Revision and Amendment of
the Constitution of Louisiena (Wew Orieans, 15684), D. For
Those attending the sesslon at Shreveport, see Appendix I.

4 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 8, 1864; New
Orleans Times, FebruarTy , 2%, éb, 1864; New Orleans Daily

Picayune, February 23, 1864.
5 gﬁieveport Southwestern, June 25, 1862; Shreveport
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one session there in the fall of the year, but the nearness
to the coast and the fear of an invasion caused them to
transfer the capital to Shreveport.

Governor Moore and his staff established thelir head-
quarters at his plantation near Alexandria, where it may be
sald the capital was located for a short time. However,
early the next year the Governor followed the other officials
who had gone %o Shreveport in robruary.6

The legislature met in extraordinary session at Shreve-
port on May 4, when the gquestion of a quorum was ralsed,

They debated whether those living under Federal control could
be members of the assembly and, 1f they were not present,
what would constitute a quorum.

According to the constitution there were ninety-eight
members in the léwer House and a mejority was a quorum. As
there were a number of representatives absent at this time a
comnittees was appointed to investigate the matter. It re-
ported on June 1 that fifty-four members were under the
Jurisdiction of the state, that forty-one members were with-
in the enemy lines or absent from the state, and that there
were three vacancies caused by death. Since only fifty-four
members were under the state's Jurisdlction the committee
recommended that twenty-elght be accepted as & quorum. The
HRouse adopted the report and proceeded with its work.7

Governor Moore, in his measage to the legislature on

Semi-Weekl Hewa, December 9, 1862,
11§gzev r g i-Weekly News, February 1, Merch 13,
ApTr ’

7 Ibid., Hhroh 16, May 11, 26, June 5, 9, 12, 1863.
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June 11, 1883, reported that Louisiana had sent approximately
50,000 men to the army, but stated that he was undble to en-
force the militia law enacted at (Opelousas because of the
large number of men absent from the state in the gonfederate
serviee.s The Governor sald that he had printed and dis-
tributed about one~half of the treasury notes which the
legislature had authoriged, but he opposed such a policy be-
cause inflation was dangerous and would soon destroy the
ocredit of the state. He stated thal such measures would
seriously handicap private business. Governor Moore further
recommended that part of the five milllion dollars approp-
riated for the poor be used to purchase cotton cards to bs
sold at cost, He proposed that the distillation of liguor
be prohibited or texed so heavily that 1t would not be
profitables to pursue the trade. Governor Moore urged the
legislature to take the necessary steps to preserve the
state government., He wanted lawa enacted to take care of
the next slection, but he 4did not helleve it expedient to
call a state convention because only about one-~half of the
parishes could send representatives.

After hearing the Governor's message, the legislature
began work and by June 20 had completed its progrem. The
asgenbly fixed the third Monday in January as the next regu-
lar meeting date for the legislature and provided that it
should meet "at the seat of government."” It arranged for
the election of state offliclals and congressmen on the first

8 Ibid., June 12, 1883, ocontained the message of Governor
Moore.
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Monday in November of 1863. The supreme court was authorized
to hold at least one session each year in Shreveport. The
secretary of state was instructed to have printed the acts
and journals of the legislative session held in Opelonsaﬂ.g

For the defense of the state, Governor Moore was author-
ized to place iIn the state militia all white males between
the ages of seventeen and fifty.years. None were to be ex~
sxpted and no substitutes were to be received., The Governor
was authorized to o¢all the troops into service for a period
of not less than three months or more then twelve months at
a time. The leglslature appropriated one million dollars
and instructed the Governor to contract for two ironclad gun-
boats.

The death penalty was fixed as punishment for the negro
slaves caught taking up arms against the state or the Con-
federacy.

To regulate the amount of money in circulation and to
stabilize business conditions the legislature provided that
no individual or corporation except chartered banks might
issue notes to eirculate as money. Towns, parishes, and
banks were authorized to issue notes of one dollar or less
for the purpose of providing a medium of exchange.

In response to Governor Moore'!'s recormmendation, the

legislature prohibited the manufacture of intoxicating liguor

9 For the work of the leglslature, see Acts asse by the
8ixth Legislature of the state of Louisiana at tra
gession, %EIE‘IE‘ﬁEE ~0f Bhreveport, on fﬁi‘Ifh'H y of
gzi;'Igss"TEErcvoport
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by distillation of grains, sugar, molasses, or cane julce.

The assembly was generous in its appropriations for the
remainder of the year. A sum was made avallable for the
benefit of the sick and wounded soldiers in the three hos-
pitals at Natchitoches. Three hundred thousand dollars was
placed at the disposal of the Governor to aid the people who
had been expelled by the Federals from the vicinity of New
Orleans. He was instructed to name one or more commissioners
to visit the city of Mobile and distribute the money among
the Louisianian's who had gone there. The legiaslature
authorized the Governor to use the $500,000 appropriated in
January for the aid of soldiers families to purchase cotton
and wool cards to be distributed smong the families of sol-
diers and officers. Sume were appropriated to repay citi-
zens of Louisiana who had lost slaves or property while em-
Ployed on pudblic works, to defray departmental printing
costs, for removing the astate resords, and for the remt of
offices in Shreveport.

The legislature adopted a resolution of sympathy for
the mother of General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson who had
recently been killed at the Battle of Chancellorsville.

Ko convention was called to nominate state officals in
1863 but scon after the leglslature adjourned a group of
names began appearing in the papers under the title of
"gtate Ticket.” Allen was nominated governor and Benjamin
W. Pearce, former state leglslator from Bienville, was

gelected for second place on the ticket., Other candidates
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were Flavillus 3. Goode, attorney gensral; Eypollte Peralta,
auditor of pudlic accounts; B. L. Defreese, treasurer; Pliny
D. Hardy, secretary of state; and W. H. N. Magruder, superin-
tendent of oducation.lo

Allen was sast of the Mississippl River recuperating
from his wounds when nominated. He 4id not arrive at Alex-
andria until August 12, and two months passed before he went
to Shrevoport.ll The campaign was quiet and uneventful, for
none of the éandidates were active in their own behalf.
There were no publiec gatherings and barbecues which usually
accompanied Louisiana campaigns.

Colonel Leroy A. Stafford of Rapides, a member of the
Ninth Louisiana Regiment, was Allen's chief opponent.l2
However, on the day of the eleotion votes were cast for
James W. McDonald, John M. Sandidge, Congressman Benjamin L.
Hodge, and General lLeonidas Polk.la

Thirty of the forty-eight parishes made election returns
to the secretary of state. The "State Ticket" was elected
by a large majority; Allen received 6,321 voteas out of a
total of 7,404, and the candidates for other offlces reoeived
similar najoritioa.14

10 shreveport Semi-Weekly News, August 25, 1863;
Opslousas couriorT'ﬁsﬁfiiﬁs%'127"1363; Shreveport
Southwestern, August 30, 16863,

eveport Semi-Weekly News, Ooctober 27, 1843.

12 shreveport Southwestern, october 28, 1863,

13 Yor eleotion returns, see Appendix II.

14 shreveport Semi-wWeekly News, February £, 1864; Journal
of the Louisliana Senate, December 15, 1862, to Februery 11,

1864, M83., in Confederate Records, The Rational Archives,
Chap. VIII, Vol. CXCII, 3.




160
Although Allen was still weak, suffering from his
wounds, and unable to walk without erutches, he made a most
fatiguing five weeks trip over the state in an ambulance to
ascertajn the condltion and needs of the people. Leaving
Shreveport on November 20, he made a number of speeches Iin
the northern part of the state before arriving at Monroe.
He turned south to Alexandria, and then up the Red River
Valley via Natchitoches and Mansfield to Shreveport, where
he arrived on December 25.15
It 1s prodbable that Allen's speeches were the same
wherever he went, Only one of them has come to light and
that was made at Alexandria on December 11, when he told the
people that he had come to answer two questlions for them:
mihat 1s the condition of our armies and of the Confederacy?®"
and "When will the war and?"l6
Allen described the future of the gonfederacy in glow-
ing terms énd oxaggerated somewhat the sizs of the Confeder-
ate armies when he estimated that the Confederacy had 318,000
troops in service. Allen was very optimistic about the
amount of food, clothing, munltions, and the number of sol-
diers avellable for the army. He thought that the (Confeder-
acy could carry on indefinitely without any serious damage
15 Dorsey, Recollectlions of Henry wWatkins Allen, 234;
Teokiy News ,Wéo?age, iaegfa ‘AJ.?%:;?:O gﬁa%%‘
ncluded Bellevue, Minden, Homer, Farmerville, Bastrop,
Konroe, Vernon, Mount Lebanon, Aioxandria, ¥Watchitoches,
Many, Mansfield, and Xeachle.
1é Alexandria loulslana Democrat, December l4, 186€3;

Opelousas Qourier cember £6, 1863} shreveport Semi-
Weekly Newg, scember 22, 1865:
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to itself or its population if the people would put their
shoulders to ths wheel. Allen told the people of Alexandria
that after careful observation and deliberate thought he be-
lieved the war would end within twelve months because Lincoln
would be unable to get enough troops to oontinue the war

longer. He then said:

He would rather fight until the last Confederate
was slaln than ever again to come under the political
union with our barbarous enemiea. He would ask as
the first condition of a return to the Federal Union
that our hundred thousand gallant dead should be re-
stored to life, that our wseping orphans and widows
should be healed of their sorrow, that our great sac-
rifices should all be repaid to us, that our stolen,
corrupted, and slaughtered slaves should be returned
to us with all the material prosperity which we en-
Joyed bafore the waging of this wanton, oruel, and
mogt barbarous war. 17

After his return to Shreveport, Allen and Governor
Moore, working together, prepared their messages for the
lsgislaturols whioh was scheduled to meet on January 18,

When the assembly convened the House had twenty~one present
but only seven answered roll call in the Senate.l9 Joseph
B. Elam of DeSoto was elected speaker of the House. Benjamin
W. Pearce was president of the Senate and John Moore of St.

Mertin Parishzo was elected president pro tempore.

On January 20 Governor Moore sent his final message on

17 Opelousas Courier, December 26, 1863.

18 Thomas C¢. ¥anning, "Reminiscences of Henry W. Allen,"
in New Orleens Times-Democrat, July 6, 188S5.

19 shreveport Semi-Weekly News, January 29, 1864. For
members of the leglslature, see Appendix IIIX.

20 0fflcers of the House were: A. Isaacson, clerk; E. W.
Eelsey, assistant oclerk; and James W. Wilson, sergeant-at-
arms, Officers of the Senate were: William F. Wagner, sec-

retary; Osocar Arroyo, assistant seoretary; and D. E. Grove,
sergeant-at-arms.
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the condition of the state to the 1egialature.al He reported
that the receipts for the state during the past yoar were
$6,706,774.55 and the expenses amounted to §$2,689,148.71.

He pointed out that no taxes had been collected as ordered
by the legisleture and that the expenses of the state had
been met by issuing state bonds which he said was a bad pol-
icy because the bonds were depreciating. Moore said, "This
state of things must bde remedied or we shall experience dis-
astrous results."” He urged that the bonds be sold only to
pay the deficit of the state.

Moore stated that the acts of the session at Opelousas
had not bsen printed and, as an economy measurs, he suggest-
ed that the acts and Journals should be printed in English
only. He reported that he had spent $300,000 appropriated
for the aid of the Louisiena citigens living in Mobile, Ala-
bama. He recommended that the legislature prohiblt free
negroes from testifying in the courts since Loulsliana was
the only southern state which permitted it. He critioized
the enforcemsnt of the impressment acts because he thought
the officers had exceeded thelr power. He urged the organi-
zation of a local reserve corps to ald with the defense when
a territory was invaded and to essist in malntaining order.

Moore recommended the use of slaves in the army beceuse
the Federal government was using them. He thought they could
be used for dltch digging, wagon drivers, and similar tasks

31 shreveport Seml-Weekly News, February £, 1864, con-
tained the recommendations of Governor Moore. ’
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to release a large number of soldiers for more important
duties. He conoluded with a report on the soldiers furnish-
ed by Louisiana whioch he said humbered about 52,000 in ad-
dition to over 10,000 in local reserve corps.

Few men entered office under the conditlons whioch con-
fronted Governor Thomas Overton Moore in 1860 and probably
none left office when his state was so prostrate as Governor
Moore 4id in 1864. He had done much to keep up the courage
of the people, furnish supplies, and enlist trcops for the
Confederascy, but the loss of New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and
south Louisiana, the richest section of the astate, coupled
with the devastation caused by Federal ralds was too much
for him to overcome.,

The governor-elect was inaugurated on January 25 before
& joint meeting of the legislature in front of the Shreveport
courthouse, which at that time was the capitol. Allen, pale,
emaciated, weak, and suffering intense pain from the wounds
received in the Battle of Baton Rouge, was introduced by
governor Iborc.za Foew, if any, expected him to revolutionize
the impoverished state, because his Jurisdiction was limited,
the soldlers were in need of food and olothling, and there
was & bitter confliot between the civil and military author-
1ties.

Allen opened his inaugural address by promising to
serve the state honestly, faithfully, and zealously, and
then said:

22 ghreveport Army and Navy Messenger, February 2, 1865.
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without any soliciation whatever on my part, I
have been elected to the highest honor within the gift
of the people. If I were ambitious, the measure of my
ambition is full. To be called to the helm in these
stormy times, to pilot the ship of State, (I trust to
a port of safety) is indeed honor esnough for any man.
I would, therefore, be recreant to every principle of
honor, of manliness, and of patriotism, if I permitted
any thing but a high sense of consclentlous duty to
govern me in the administration of the affalrs of
State. I shall not falter in the discharge of the
duties assigned me by the constitution, but whenever
the good of the people require it, and I have the
power, I shall take all responsibllities, and trust
to you and your constituents to support me. 23

The Governor paid a tribute to the retiring executive
for his spotless integrity and patriotic heart. Then he
turned to the suffering of the people and said, "For nearly
thres years we have battled with a oruel and vindictive foe,
++» Age and innocence have allke been murdered, and the widow
and the orphan have been brought to the door of starvationm.
The enemy, glutted with murder, rapine and plunder, seemed
to have sickened at thelr own outrages, and are now offering
terms of peace.” But Allen remarked, "what terms orf peace
does the bloody Moloch at Weshington suggest to his Congreas?
He asked you toc give up all your negroes, to submit to the
constitution and the acts of the Black Republican party, énd,
if called upon to do 80, to hunt down your brother and
ﬁeighbor.“ Allen concluded, "The flend of hell in all his

23 ghreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 12, 1864; Rew
Orleans Times, February 18, 29, Harch 31, 1864; Alexandria
ﬁguisianifﬁﬁibcrat, Pebruary 5, 1864; Galveston Eg%%%%ary

ews, rebruary o, 1864; Houston Tri-Weekly News
1, Iésa; Tnaugural Address of Governor Wenr W- Allen to

the Legislature of the §fafdf§§llouiaiana’ anuary 20, 1564,
- Delivered at Shreveport |(ShDreveporc, . COpY avalilable
In Howard Memor Tary.
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malice never conceived suoh unnatural and infernal wicked
nessi®™ The Governor declared that he would never surrender
and urged the people of Louisiana not to give up hecause of
the large number of fathers and bdrothers who had dled to
save the Confederacy. KHe criticlzed Butler, Banks, and other
Pederal generals for their aotas of robbdbery, plunder, theft,
devastation, burning of the capitol, and the taking of
private property.

He then turned his attention to the women of the state
and sald, "Oh mothers of Loulsiana, God Almighty bless you
and sustain you in this your hour of trielt! ... Your prayers
have plerced the clouds -—— they have ascended to the skisa,
and our Heavenly Father will, in his own good time, answer
your petitions."

Allen, turning to the legislature, said, "I shall re-
commend that you place in the hands of every women in the
state a pair of cards, and that you enact a law for the pur-
pose of supplying the people of the siate with medicines.”

In his concluding remarks he stated that Generals Kirbdby
Smith and Richard Taylor had done thelr duty most nobly, as
gallant soldiers, and when the c¢ivil and military authorities
had conflicted they had always accepted cheerfully the de-
eisions of the state courtas.

On the following day Allen, delilvering his first message
to the legislature, asked for the organization of a "State
Guard®” composed of one regiment of five hundred men, He rec-

omaended that all able-bodlied men between the eges of fifteen
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and fifty-five years be called into service for a perilod not
to exceed sixty days at a t1m9.84

Allen praised the leglslature of 1863 for prohibiting
the manufacture of intoxiocating liquors. He pointed out the
111 effects of it upon the community and the army end urged
that the legislature enact more stringent laws to prevent its
manufacture and importation and promised that they would be
enforced if placed on the statute books.

For the aid of soldiers' wives and famillies, Allen asked
for libderal appropriations and proposed that the exaecutive
be authorized to procure corn and supplies to dAistribute
among the poor and needy. He recommended that a pension of
sleven dollars per month be provided for each soldier of the
state who had been wounded while in the service of the state
or Confederacy.

The Governor complained of the treatment given the
people of Louislaena by the enforcement of the impressment
act and suggested that the legislature make 1t an offense
for anyone to impress illegally in the state.

He recommended an appropriation of one million dollars
to purchase cotton cards for every female in the state above
the age of eighteen years. He asked for five hundred thou-
sand dollars to purchase medicines which would be distributed
among the physicians of the state and sold to the people at
cost.

24 gShreveport gemi-Weekly News, January 29, 1864;

Opelousas Courier, February 6, 1064, contained Allen's rec-
ommendations to the legislature,
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Allen proposed that all state treasury notes be called
and exchanged for state bonds payable twenty years after the
war olosed. He furiher suggested that all corporatlions be
instructed to call in their notes and that the state issue
five hundred thousand dollars in notes varying from ten cents
to one dollar in order that business might have a uniform
currency throughout the state. During the period of the war
Allen suggested that no state taxes be collected by foroce.

He urged that all free persons of color be enrolled and
subject to the call of the Jovernor for any work whioh the
executive might select.

The Governor ocomplained that a geologlcal survey of the
state had never: been made and asked that the exeoutive be
authorized tq_gend experienced men over the state in search
of 1r6n, lead, and sulphates which he thought existed in
abundance. Allen was confident that Louislana could supply
all of i1ts needs by the proper utilization of its raw ma-
terials and to initiate such a program he urged the lezis-
lature to encourage manufactories of all kinds. He said,
"Bend all your energies to the manufacturing of every article
needed at home or in the field, ... Start the hammer and the
loom. Let the furnace emoke and the anvil ring." Allen con-
¢luded his address by recommending the establishment of a
mining and manufeacturing bureau to which would be attached
a laboratory for preparing indligenous medicine.

The legislature working rapidly and harmonously com=-
pleted its work within a few weeks and indicated its complete
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confidence in Governor Allen by adopting virtually his en-
tire program. He was authorized to degin negotiations ime
mediately to dring cotton cards, medicines, food, and other
necessities into the state and was instructed to buy cotton
and transport it through Texas to the Rio Grande. The legls-
lature was very libderal in appropriating large sums for the

use of the executive.
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WAR TIME GOVERNOR, 1864-1865

Before ths legislature adjourned Governor Allen began
negotiations to supply the neede of his impoverished state.
He made contracts with a number of agents to buy and trans-
port ootton out of the state. These agreements provided that
the agent would supply the state with mediscines, cotton
cards, or other articles in exchange for ocotton purchased by
the state. The sontracts usually guaranteed the agent one
fourth of the net prosceeds. Allen was careful to safeguard
the interests of the state dy requiring all agents to make
sufficlient bond to guarantee the execution of the contract.

On February 19 the Governor contracted with Edward
Jacobs, a Shreveport merchant, to buy in New Orleans at
wholesale prices $200,000 worth of medicines to be exchanged
for cotton at twenty-five cents per pound. Jacobs was re-
quired to deposit §50,000 as a bond with Allen.1 A similar
contract was made on February 20 with Robert Mott, legis-
lator from HQW‘orleans.z A few days later the Governor made
a contract with Leopold Levy who agreed to buy at wholesale
prices §$40,000 worth of cotton and wool cards and medicines
to the amount of $10,000 and deliver them within the Con-

1 Contracts of the State of Louilsiana, MSS., in Confed-
erate Records, The Natlonal Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXXIV, 2l. This volume contalns a number of contracts,
appointments by the governor, record of bonds made by the
agents, and much information relative to the purchases and
sales of the agents.

2 Ibid., 22,

169
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federate lines. Levy agreed to sell cotton which the state
had purchased at twenty-five ocents per pound and to tske as
his profit one fourth of the net proceeds. Allen required
him to deposit $10,000 as a bond.3 Another contract was
made in March with Charles Lamb of Clarksville, Texas, who
agreed to deliver into Louisiana $50,000 worth of medicines
and machinery for spinaning cotton and wool whioh he had pur-
chased at wholesale prices in New Orleans and other places.
Governor Allen agreed to furnish Lamb with cotton at twenty-
five cents per pound.4 In Maroh Allen asuthorized L, P.
Conner to proceed to Brownsville or to cities in Mexico and
purchase ordnance stores and medical supplies for the state
of Loniaiana.5 Other contracts were made with John G.
MoWillliams, Emory Clapp, and J. S. Vedder.

Much of the Loulsiana cotton was sent to Houston and
Galveston and sold to the blockede runners. Qther shipments
were made to San Antonio, where it was aent either to
Browmsville or Eagle Pass, Texas. Early in 1864 Emory Clapp
became the chief state agent in Texas with headquarters in
Houston.6 When shipping conditlions became dangerous at
Houston and Galveston, Clapp moved north of Houston to
Xavasota where he received cotton from Louisiana end dis-
patched overland to Shreveport, paper, cloth, msdicinoé, and

3 Ibid., 256,

4 T614., 26-27.

5 Speclal orders of the Adjutant General's offlce, 1862~
1864, MSS., in Confederate Records, The National Archives,
Chap. VI1I, Vol. CLIII, 221.

& Contracts of the 3tate of Loulslana, M335., Chap. VIII,
VOIO CmIV, 24"250 .
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cotton cards. The records do not reveal the amount of busi-
ness conducted dy the state through its agent, but the cor-
respondence between Clapp and Allen indicated that it was a
very oxtensive trade. Letters were exchanged almost daily
during the last fourteen months of the (onfederacy. Some
indication of the business can be concluded from a few of
the letters between Allen and the state agents.

Clapp, writing on June $, 1864, said that Weston's train
had left for Shreveport on June 2 and that there was at
Navasota over 100,000 pounds of freight awalting transpor-
tation.7 In the fall of the year Clapp reported to Governor
Allen that he had purchased 9,000 yards of callco, and 66
pairs of cards.a On November 1l he wrote that he wss pre-
paring over 500 bales of cotton for export acroas the Rio
Grando.9 A few weeks earlier Allen had written J. 8. Vedder
at Navasota requesting him to take charge of the cotton ar-~
riving at that point. He agreed to store it if no more than
100 bales arrived at a timo.lo In the same month Allen wrote
Rdward Jacobs, another state agent, to proceed to Havana and
té purchase $20,000 worth of cotton cards and 5,000 pairs of
wool cards.ll Jacobs, writing in Maroh, 1865, reported that

7 Letters Received and Qther Papers of the Bxecutlve
Department of the 3tate of Loulsiana, 1860-1865, MSS., in
Confederats Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXXI, 71. (Cited hereafter as Letters Received, This
volume contains a summary of each letter, the date 1t was
written, and the name of the writer.

8 Letter dated Rovember 10, 1864, ibid., 87,

¢ Ibid., 88.

10 Tetter dated September 12, 1864, ibid., 77.
11 An undated letter, ibid., 90.
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his agent at Navasota was sending 1,188 pairs of cotton
oarﬁs.la Another agent, F. T. Mitchell, wrote from San
Antonio in May, 1865, stating that he had shipped 300 bales
of ocotton and had purchased 726 more but needed an addition-
al one thousand bales.ls

The trade extended into northern Texas where Waco and
Dallas became important centers. Allen sent sugar to these
places and exchanged it for flour and m.eat.l4

To conduct the trade in cotton and other products Allen
needed a large number of agents. JSome were designated to
buy cotton, others to transport it from the state, and still
others to conduct the business in Texas and Mexico. The
Governor appointed agents in virtually every parish under
his jurisdiction and authorized them to buy cotton for the
atate.ls They paid from thirty to fifty cents per pound for
the cotton purchased in the year 1884, when they bought over
2,000 bales for approximately 4300,000.le

The cotton trade was not as easy as it appeared because
Allen had both the military and Confederate authorities to
deal with in getting his cotton out of the state. The trade
had caused much trouble from the beginning of the war. Con-
federates took the position that a cotton embargo would win
the war by securing recognition in EBurope, and to prevent

.12 Letter dated March 1, 1865, ibid., 117,

13 Letter dated May 11, 1865, iBId., 133.

14 Ibld., 123, 132.

15 For a 1ist of state agents appointed from April 1 to
May 16, 1864, see Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS.,

Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXIV, 162.
16 Ivida., 88, 72, 101-102, gives the names of atate agents,
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cotton from being shipped out of the South, the Confederate
Congress in May, 1861, had prohibited trade with the United
States.17 In October of the same year Governor Moore lssued
a proolamation prohibiting the sending of cotton to New
Orleans.la In the following March Congress passed a reso-
lution calling upon the farmers to reduce their cotton orop
and a few days later enacted a law which authorized the mili-
tary authorities to destroy ocotton and tobacco when in danger
of bdeing ceptured by the enemy.19

When Allen became governor, General Xirby B. Smith was
impressing cotton and sending it into Texas in exchangse for
supplies. This work was done through the Cotton Bureau of
the Trans-Mississippi Department under Lieutenant Colcnel L.
W. O'Bannon and later under Williem A. Broadwell.ao A Con-
federate law which required a permit for sending cotton out
of the state was administered by this bursau.21 Allen had
diffieulty in securing a sufficlent numbdber of permits and
often times had to call upon General Smith to prevent the
military authorities from interferring with his extensive
trade through Ttxaa.zz
the amount of cotton purchased, and prices paid by them.

17 Frank L. Owsley, King Cotton Qgglomac » Forel
America (GChlcago,

BRelations of the Confederate States

o1

, L

18 New Orleans Daily Picayune, Cctober 2, 1861; New
Orleans Daily Crescent, Ecioﬁar 2, 1861; shreveport Dally
Hews, October O, .

19 0fficlal Records, Ser, 1V, Vol. III, 1066-67.

20 Shreveport Weekly News, July 28, 1863; sShreveport
Semi-Weekly News, January 12, 1864; O0fficlal Records, Ser.
:’ ao . I’ yizl

21 Kew (Orleans Tlmes, October 20, 1864.

28 0fficial Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 1043; Vol.
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puring the first year of his administrstion Allen had
opposed the destruction of cotton; and in Deocemder, 1864, he
asked his Chief of Ordnance, John M., Sandidge, who had served
in the state legislature and in Congress, hls opinion on the
subject. Sandidge replied that it was useless to continue
such destruction when the govermment could no longer proteot
its people and that there was no reason for continued destruo-
tion of private proynrty.as In December, 1864, when General
'Smith was preparing to burn the cotton in the Quachita Valley
because there was danger of its falling into the hands of
the Federals, Allen protested vigorously and successfully
against suoh a policy.24

In the spring of 1864 one of the great needs of the
people was spinning and weaving mechinery. The war had
closed the trade which brought c¢lothing to the people of
Louisiana, and those who were fortunate enough to have cotton
and wool cards when the war began had worn them out, Allen,
recognizing the need for such materiels, had proposed that
the legislature buy and distribute a pair of cards to every
female in Louisiana above the age of eightesen. The assembly
appropriated seven hundred .thouseand dollars in 186435 and a
XLVIII, Pt. 1, p. 1399; Lletters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. OXXXI, 64, 77, 96.

23 See Sandidge's letter in New (Orleans Da11 Ploa

June A111885; offiecial Hecords, Ser. I, IIT""*%%EAS.

en to (eneral sﬁIfE“"ﬁKbomher 2], 1664, q“oted in
Dorsoy, Beoolloctions or ﬁ Watkins Allen, 282-83.

26 Shrevepor Woe Z own, ebruary 12, 1864; Coan-
tracts of the Sta r Loulsiana, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
cXxxiv, €8, et. ao . Rxpenditures of the Treasurer's (Office,
1861-18656, M3S., In Oonfederate Records, The National

Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXV, 480-81, contains a list of
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million dollars the following year, to supply cards and medl-

¢ines for the needy of the atate.a6

Allen appointed a large number of agents and advanced
them money to buy cotton and wool sards for the state. Among
those appointed for the work were Emory Clapp, state agent
at Houston and Navasota, Texas, J, C. Bell, John G. MeWilliems,
Frederiok H, Farrar, and Leopold Levy.av Early in the year
1884 these agents began importing cotton cards through Texas
and sending them to Shreveport where Governor Allen hed them
distributed to the people of Loulislana. Agents appointed for
this purpose were sent to the parishes under the control of
the Governor, and one or more sets of cards were placed in
the hands of every family. By July it was reported that over
6,000 pairs of cards had been imported and sold at $10 per
pair to those able to pay for tham.88 The following January
Allen stated that 15,000 pairs hed been distributed® and
three months later he reported that 25,000 pairs of ocotton
cards and 50,000 pairs of wool cards were on the way to
Bhreveport.ao

The people in the Florida parishes were not neglected.
ageg:a and the amount advanced to them for the purchase of
cards.

26 acts of the sevonth islature of the State of

Louisicna H‘Iﬂ an in ® Ciity of Shreveport at Second

ession, dJ f%%S'TBEE“Vepor y L n gonlederate
Records, The i.onal arohives, Chap. VIII, Vol. OXOVI, 53.
Cited horcartor as Loulsiena Acts.

27 Bxpenditures of the Treasurer's Office, 1861-1865,
mo, Gh&po VIII. v°lc m, ‘30'—81-

28 opelousas Courier, July 20, 1864.

29 shreveport Hews, January 30 1885,
80 Ibid., April 2B, 1865.
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Allen granted Dootor J. D. Barksdale, superintendent of the
Insane Asylum at Jackson, permission to sell cotton and use
the proceeds for the benefit of the 1nmates.3l The iron
looms stored at the state prison in Clinton were distributed
among the heads of tumilios.az
The Governor was not content to lmport cards for the
people of Louisiana but in keeping with his recommendations
to the legislature started the manufacture of them. He sent
an agent to Georgla and purchased from Governor Joe E. Brown
a quantity of wire and a machine for making cotton oards.55
Allen contracted with Josliah Marshall to erect a card factory
at Minden, Louisiana.a‘ The work on the plant began in
April, 1864, and three months later the factory was producing
fifteen pairs of ocards per day. Allen, in his annual message
to the legislature in 1865, stated that the factory had three
machinea for making ocards with a capacity of 1,000 pairs per
montn.®
Another great need of the peoples in louisiana was medi-
cine. The doctors were unable to supply the people‘'s demands
because of the scarcity of the article and the prohibltive
prices. The legislature at 1ts session in 1864 appropriated
$250,000 and authorized the Governor to establish a state
laboratoery for the purpcase of making mndioinea.5°
31 Letters Received, MS3., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXI, 113;
Louisiana Acts, 1865, pp. 41, 47.
32 New Orleans Dail %, July 5, 1885,
52 ontracts SF The-State of Loulstana, USS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXIV, 33; oOpelousas Courier, July 30, 1864.

35 shreveport Hews, Jenualy o1, 1868,
36 shreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 12, 1864. Copy
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Allen appointed his former physiclan, Dootor Amzl Martin,
surgeon-general of the Loulsiapa state troops and gave him
control over the state laboratory and stores for dispensaing
nsdicinel.57 Dooctor Martin orgenized the state medical de-~
partment in accordence with the regulations of the Confeder-
ate service.

The chief executive did not wait for the laboratory to
furnish the people with medlcine; instead he sent agents to
Mexico with money to buy the much needed commodity. The
correspondence with hils agents indlcated an extensive trade.
John G. MeWilliams, agent at San Antonlo, reported on Ootober
&5, 1864, that he had purchased thp medicines for Louisiana.ag
S. B. Bell, writing on the same day from San Antonio, stated
that he would return from Mexico with the drugs about No-
vember 25.*0 Buory Clapp, writing from Navasota (Qotober 28,
reported that S. E. Loeb and Company had delivered the medi-
¢ines ordered from tham.‘l The following March Allen, writ-
ing to Dooctor Bartholomew Egan, stated that he had on the
way from Mexico 250 pounds of quicksllver, 1,000 pounds of
of the legislative act in Egan Collection. This manuscript
collection is the property of Miss Lavina Egan who lives at
Mount Lebanon, Louislana. Miss Rgan 1s the granddaughter of
Doctor Bartholomew Egan. This collectlon contains about
forty letters from Allen to Doctor Egan.

37 lLetters Recelved, MS3., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXIX, Z22.

This volume contains a list of Allen's staff., 8hreveport
gemi-Weekly Kews, February 16, 1664.

%8 See advertisement by Doctor Martin, in Shreveport
News, March 8, 1864.

39 Contraets of the 8tate of Louisiana, M838., Chap. VIII,
Vol. OXXXIV, 24.

40 letters Recelived, MSS8., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 84.

41 Ibid., 85.
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liquorice, and 350 pounds of phosphorous.*a A8 late as
April, 1885, Bell wrote from San Antonio that he was en-
closing an involee for nndieines.‘s
Allen appointed Doctor Bartholomew Egan, who lived at
Mount Lebanon in Bienville Parish, to erect and superintend
the 1aboratory.‘4 His salary was fixed at $4,000 per year.
Writing to Doctor Egan February £4, 1864, allen saild, "You
will purchase and put up such maochinery as you may think
proper, in order to meet the wants of the suffering people.
I have this matter much at heart and wish you to enter at
once on the duties of your office. I suggest that you make
your headquarters at Minden and lmmedlately advertise for
indigenocus barks, roots, herbds, etc."‘s
Dooctor EZgan purchased for §$6,400 the female college
buildings and eighty-four acres of land at Mount Lebanon.‘°
Some of the bduildings were converted into a hospital which
by 1865 was crowded and had no room for additional patients.‘7
The Govermor authorized Egan to buy wagons, mules, and
other materials needed for his laboratory and, 1f the people
refused to sell for reasonable prices, he promised to send
a military detail and impress th&m.‘a within a few months
42 Allen to Doctor RBgen, March 25, 1885, in the Egan
Collection.
43 Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. OXXXI, 124.
44 Allen to Egan, February 24, 1864, in Egan (ollection.
:2 %%%%él Report of Doctor Egan, in Egan Collection.
This report is an incomplete draft of the original summary
made by Doctor Egan on January 1, 1865.
47 B. Powell, Surgeon in Charge of the Hospital, to Allen,

January 8, 1865, in Egan Collection.
48 Allen to Doctor Kgan, May 8, 1864, 1ibid.
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Doctor Egan had the laboratory in operation and was producing
a good grade of whiskey according to Governor Allen, who
wrote on November 17 and thanked the superintendent for his
first tmmp].n."'9

In the same letter Allen inquired whether Dootor Egan
had attempted to obtain an extract from the "bitter weed?"®
He said, "I am convinced 1ts virtures are antipesodic [aic]
and will yet take the place of quinine in domestic practice
to a considerabdle extent."

By the close of the year the laboratory was in full
operation., It had a force of seventeen laborers, a number
of chemiats, and one akilled pharmacist. J. H. Fuller,
senator from Unlon Parish, had contracted to raise castor
beans for the use of the laboratory.so Doctor Egan, making
his first annual report on January 1, 1865, stated that he
found the greatest need of the people in Louisiana was tur-
pentine and whiskey which waea free from fusil oil. He began
work to supply these products, and by January, 1865, he had
encugh to care for all the people in Louisiana.5l Doctorxr
Martin advertised in the Shreveport News from December, 1864,
through March, 1865, that the State Diapensary in Shreveport
had on hand a large and general assortment of medicines. He
stated that orders from the oltizens of Loulslana would de
filled promptly.

Allen reported to the legislature in 1865 that the state

49 Id. to 1d., November 17, 1864, 1bid.

50 Td. to Td., Maroh 16, 1864, ibid.
51 Annual Heport of Doctor Egan.
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had one castor oil factory, one establishment for making
baking soda, two distilleries for pure medicinal aloohol,
and two laboratories for indigenous mndioines.sa

For dispensing the medicine to the people of the state,
Governor Allen established a state store in Shreveport under
the contrel of Doctor Martin. Those who were able pald for
their medicines, and others were suppliesd without ocost.
Medicines received from the state laboratory and imported
from Mexico were dispensed to the people. The store proved
& very profitable establishment for the state because Allen
reported in January, 1865, that the state had furnished
medicines to the value of $274,072 and that $13,790 worth
had been distributed for charitable purposes. He atated that
the net profits in the last five months of 1864 had amounted
to about CSO,OOO.55 From August 1, 1884, to June 6, 1865,
the store paid into the treaaury $795,925.84.5‘

Governor Allen d4id not forget his friends in the Florida
parishes. On the game day that he appointed Doctor Egan
superintendent of the laboratory at Mount Lebanon, he author=-
ized Doctor Edward Delsney and W. D. Winter, state agent, to
establish a state laboratory at Clinton, Louisiana. He paid

the agents $10,000 and instructed them to meke and dispense

52 shreveport News, January 31, 1865; Opelousas Qourier,
March 11, 1885, D

53 shreveport News, January 31, 188§.

54 Treasurer's Ollice Ledger, 1861-1864, M83., in con~
federate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXIII, 192; Journal of the Treasurer's (Office, MSS., in
Confederate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vel.
cxiv, 168, 171, 172, 178, 183, 189, 193, 199, 202,
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medicines for the families in Louisiana east of the Kissis-
sippl niver.ss

The guestion of iron was an lmportant one for the Trans-
Mississippi Department. ZEHarly in August of 1863 the mill-
tary autherities had taken over the Nash Iron works in Marion
County, Texas, to supply the needs of the Departmnt.sG

Allen, resognizing the need for Iron in his own state,
began negotiations in the fall of 1884 with the Sulphur Forks
Iron wWorks loocated in Davis County, Texas. By April of the
following year he had concluded an agreement whereby the
state of Louislana became owner of fifty=two shares, whioh
represented one fourth of the total stock. Allen purchased
the stock at $1,000 per share from Daniel Gole, president of
the cumpany.57

The state advanced money and supplies to the company in
order that it might begin operations at an early date. It
was producing iron of a good quality early in 1865, and ac-
cording to the Shreveport Newa, the company was producing
8ix tons per day by the end of April. The News thought the
company would soon be able to supply all the demands for
plows, kitohen utensils, and other articles needed by the

55 Contracts of the Ztate of Loulsiena, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXIV, 97; Letters Recelved, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXXI, 106.

56 Dallas Herald, August 85, 1863; R. H. Temple to Allen,
December 8, 1884, in Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXI, 93.

57 Allen to Sulphur Forks Iron Works, December l4, 1864,
in Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 94,
Daniel Cole to Allen, December 1, 1864, ibid., 75; agreement

between Allen and Sulphur Forks Iron Works, in Contracts of
the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXIV, 140-41.
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people.se

The state acquired sontrol of the Thomas W. Jones
Foundry, one of the oldest establishments in Shreveport, and
appointed A. W. Moffett superintendent of 1t.59 The foundry
began operations for the state in 1864, and by the spring of
the following year it was produocing a fine quality of iron
products.

The Governor was not ocontent with the establishment of
iron manufescturing plants bdbecause he belleved that Loulalana
eould supply its own raw materials and had urged the legls-
lature to provide for a geological surwey. Alien had made
an unsucceasful attempt to secure such a survey in 1860.

The assembly responded to his suggestion and appropriated
$50,000 for the establishment of a mining and manufacturing
bureau.so One of Allen's first appointments under this act
made Judge J. B, Robertson commissioner for the bureau with
instruotions to make a geologlical aurvey.el His report was
2
made to the Governor late in 1864.6 Allen secured the re-
lease of Charles K. Tripp from a Texas military company in
order that he might search for minerals in the northwestern

58 ghreveport Kews, April 25, 1865.

59 Contracts of the Ztate of Loulsiena, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Yol. CXXXIV, 143; Letters Received, MSS8., Chap. VIII, Vol.
ggggx, ?77; Shreveport News, November 8, 1864, January 31,

66 contracts of the 3tate of Loulsiana, MSS., Chap. VIII,
vol. CXIXXIV, 129, contains the account of the bureau;
Shreveport SGmi-»melaz_g News, PFebruary 12, 1864; BRBxpenditures
of the Treasurer's ice, 1861-1865, MBS., in Confederate
Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXv, 398.

61 Contracts for the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII,

vol. OXXXIV, 79.
62 letters Received, M33., Chap. VIII, Vvol. CXXXI, 100,
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part of the st&te.65 To encourage the search for natural
resources the legislature in 1885 provided that any company
might prospect upon state lands and, if minerals were found,
they c¢oculd operate the mines for two years and then would
have the privilege of purchasing one halfl of the lands.ﬁ*
An additional offer was mede by the state during the last
year of the war when Allen advertised a reward of $2,000 for
anyone who found lead in quantities sufficient to warrant
mining it.%°

Turpentine was a much needed article in the spring of
1864 and Allen saw no reason why Louislana could not supply
its needs bsoause there was an abundance of pine trees grow-
ing in the state. When the legislature in 1864 appropriated
money to supply this item, Allen established plants in Sabine
Parish, E. J. Brown was appolnted superintendent of the
1.3

Turpentine Works in July, 1864, W. 8. Reed contracted to
make barrels for the work367 and David J. Elder, a state
agent, was authorized to pay for all resin milled at the
Purpentine Wbrka.sa Allen reported to the legislature in
1865 that the state had two stills in operation.69

63 Allen to Governor Pendleton Murrah, February 29, 1864,
in Governor's 0fficial Correspondence, State Library, Austin,
Texas; Contracta of the 3tate of Louisiaena, MSS., Chap.
VIII, Vol. CXXXIV, 33-34.

84 Louislana Acts, 18656, p. 39. ‘

65 Shreveport Semi-Weekly Mewa, February lé, 1864;
Opelousas Courier, May y 1804,

66 Letters Received, MS8S., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 75.

87 Ibid., 1ll1.

68 .. 88
gggg bid., %%l» enuary 31, 1865; Opelousas (ourler,
narcheg EE?EQonrt News,
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To supply the soldiers and people with cloth, Allen
established a manufacturing plant in Claiborne Parish in
1864. G. J. Riddle was appointed state agent at a salary of
$11,000 per year to supervise the raotory.?o The Opelousas
gourier in July, 1864, reported that the factory had been
established in Claiborne Parish and was running several
spinning machines. It stated further that a large quantity
of cléth had been made for the state troopa.7l The Governor
reported to the legislature in 1865 that the state had two
sotton cloth manufacturing plants in sucocessful operation.73

A rope-walk was erected near Minden and was making ex-
cellent cotton rope in July, 1864.73

Salt as a faoctor in the Civil War has been treated by

another writar,v‘

but it is pertinent to discuss some of the
things done by Governor Allen to aid the people in proocuring
this much needed commodity.

In the northern part of the state there were salt licks
and deposits on Saline and Dugdemone Bayous and on Lake
Blsteneau in the parishes of Bossier, Bienville, and Winn.
Important works in these parishes were King's 3alt Works and
Drake's plant about one mile east of Goldonna and Rayburn's
in southeastern Bienville. On Lake Blsteneau was by far the

70 Contracts of the State of Louisiang, MS8., Chap. VIII,
vol. CcXIXxIv, 130-31, 158.

71 Opelousas Courier, July 30, 1884.

72 shreveport News, January 31, 1865; oOpelousas Courier,
March 11, 1865, o

73 Opelousas Courier, July 30, 1864.

74 Ella Lonn, Salt 48 a Peotor in the Confederacy (New
York, 1933). -
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most important of these wurks.?s In January, 1864, it was
reported that about 300 hands were at work manufacturing
salt and producing an average of six barrels per week at the
Bisteneau worka.76

In the southern part of the state salt was mined in
paying quantities on Avery's Island, It was discoversd there
about 1791 by John Hayes. Later he sold some of the land to
Jesse McCaul who attempted to mine the sgalt but found it un-
profitable. During the war of 1812, when the price of salt
increased, John Marsh began working the mines again; within
a few years they became unprofitable and were abandoned.
When the Civil War begen, Judge Daniel D, Avery, owner of
the lend, begen working the mines. His son, John, to in-
crease the ocutput, attempted to deepen the wells when his
workers discovered a 80lid rock of salt about sixteen feet
below the surface.' '

when information about the discovery spread Arerwaas
besieged by agents from the southern states for a supply of
salt, Mississippl and Alabama made contracts with him.va
In 1884 Avery's agent, J. P. Kearney, visited Allen and of-
fered to supply salt to the people of the state at twenty-
five cents per yeund.vg In October Allen sent John M.

75 Ibid., 22; A. C. Veatoh, "The Salines of North

Louisi&na,” in A.g;ggg; on the geology of Lauiainna (Baton

Rouge, 1902), 5T “Hopkins, Second Annual Report of
the Geological survey of Louiuiana to the Gbnerdl ASBembly
THew orIééhs; 1 5.

76 Shreveport 80uthwostarn, January 29, 18862; New (Orleans
Da11; True Dolta,"?bﬁruary 1, 1862.

ao & Pactor in the gonfederacy, 32.
bid.. ~93.
ers Racoivod, M8S., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 80,
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Sandidge, Chief of Ordnance of Loulslana, to inspect the
mines and to study the possibility of making a ocontract to
supply the people of south Louisiana.s0 No agreement was
made by the state but the peopls of Louisiana did not suffer
from the lack of salt in the last year of the war because
Avery supplied the needs of south Louisiana and the works at
Lake Bisteneau furnished more than enough for north Louislana.
During the last year of the war Phelps and Company, Shreve-
port merchants, offered good Bisteneau salt at wholesale or
retail prioces and boate made regular trips from Shreveport
to Natchitoches and Alexandria offering the commodity at re-~
tail pricoa.al

Louisiana in 1884 was in a destitute ocondition because
many people were without food, olothing, medicine, and the
necessities for maintaining life. Allen set to work immedl.
ately to take care of as many of the people as he ocould.
The legislature in 1864 appropriated $200,000 and in the
following year added $4,300,000 to furnish provisions tér
the families of soldiers serving in the state or Confederate
forces. Other appropriations were made to provide medicines
for the ranilioa.aa

Allen appointed agents ln the parishes to dlstribute
these products to the people. They were authorized to draw
upon either the state treasury or the Governor for certain

80 Ibid., 83.

81 ShFeveport Hews, February 7, 1865; shreveport Semi-
Weekly News, June 15, 1865.

SEES?bport gemi-Weekl Nows, February 12, 1864;
Louisiana Acts, 1 '""'!z
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sums to provide for the needs in thelr respective areas.
The amount sent into the parishes varied from a few dollars
up to $50,000. To facilitate the dlstribution of provisions
the state was divided into two districts. The parishes north
of Red River constituted one district under the supservision
of Nicholas ¢. Coleman, and the region south of the river
was under the supervision of state Senator 1. Vincent Reeves
from Concordla Parish.aa

The people living in the Red River Valley from Shreve-
port to Alexandria were suffering when Allen became governor,
and the invasion of Banks a few months later placed virtually
the entire population in destitute condlitions. The Federal
army as it retreated destroyed, burned, and stole from the
people. Their destruction reached its climax in the burning
of Alexandria. The Confederate troopas followed the Fedsrals?
retreat olosely and, if there were any provisions left in
the Valley, they impressed them for their use.

The city of Alexandrie in the spring of 1864 presented
a very strange contrast to the same place at the beginning
of the war. It had a population of about 2,000 when the war
began and was a terminal for the trade from Texas. Wagons
came regularly to the oity loaded with beef, wool, and cof-
fee which were packed and shipped by boat to the Confederate
Army. In Jenuary, 1862, it was reported that over 100 wagons

83 Contracts of the State of Jouisiana, M88., Chap. VIII,
vol. CXXXIV, 27-28, 30~31. For a list of state agents ap-
peinted by Allen, see Appendix IV,
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were en route from Texasa* and on January 28, the Louisians
Democrat stated that a person traveling to the Sabine River
was never out of sight of a mgon.a5 Plenty of produce was
reported in town throughout the year of 1862, but two years
later it was a very different story.

The c¢ity had been visited by the Federals on three A4if-
ferent occasions, and each time brought disastrous results.

The Louisiana Democrat in the spring of 1864 asked, "Where's

the remsdy? For the past week the food queation as regards
our village has assumed an alarming form. ¥o beef in the
markets; not a pound to be had for love, prayer or money;
and no better prospect ahoad."86 The paper stated further
that only a few bushels of meal had been brought to town and
they sold for "the liberal price of eight dollars a bushel",
A Tew beansg and potatoes were offered for sale at five dol-
lars per bushel and a small amount of flour at one dollar
per pound.

To alleviate the suffering of the people in the region
visited by the Federals, Allen sent medicines, food, cloth-
ing, and animals to assist them in getting their crops start-
ed. In March, 1864, John (. MoWilliems carried 3,115 bushels
of corn into the Red River country and distridbuted it among
the people.s7 By June there had been delivered at Natchltoches

84 Few Orleans Dally True Delta, January 7, 88, February
b B8’ Alesandria Loulsisna Demoorat, Famuary 21, lsez2,
17,8235%%5" Pebruary o, 1084; New Orleans Times, February

87 Contracts of the state of Loulsiena, MSS., Chap. VIII,
701 . chv, zoo‘aol .
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over 6,000 bushels. In May Governor Allen loaded two boats
with nearly 15,000 pounds of flour, 7,000 pounds of bacon,
and 5,000 bdarrels of corn and sent them to klexandria.as
The provisions were 80ld at reasonable prices to those who
eould pay and given to those who were in destitute conditions.
lLater Allen secured a number of bheef cattle from the (Opelou-
sas region and sold them at reasonable prices to the markets
in Alexandria.sg

In dispensing the supplies Allen had one great aim and
that was to relieve suffering. He instructed his Rellef
committee in Rapldes "to make no distinction, and not to in-
gquire into the past and present status of those needing re-

110:."90 The Louisiana Democrat stated, "We positively know

that the families of those in the Confederate, Federal and
sayhawker service were all supplied alike. He had but one
objeet in view, to afford inatant relief to the needy."gl
Allen was always ready to look after the interests of
the oivilian population, and he was Jjust as eager to take
care of the soldiers. As early as 1861 a hospltal for the
sick and wounded soldiers was established in Shreveport under
the direction of Dootor A. w1lliama.gg In August, 16863, the
ladies of Shreveport organized a hoapital to take care of
transient soldiers. Mrs. J. H. Reynolds was preaident and
Mrs. W. A. Lacy secretary. They ralsed by public subsoription
88 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Wetkins Allen, 279.
gg %E%%;ﬁdfggigpuisiana Democrat, November 1, 1865,

91 Ibiad.
92 Shreveport Semi-wWeekly Hews, December 26, 1862.
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over $5,000 and rented a house on Edwards street to teke

93

care of the stranded soldiers. Within ten days the orgen-

ization reported that they had furnished food and lodgings

for over one hundred soldlers and had given them from one to

three days rations when they left the hoapital.g‘ In January,

1865, the organization reported that they had furnished 1,380
mesals and 447 lodging to 535 soldiers during the month of

Jannary.gs The legislature recognized the value of such work

and appropriated $150,000 to aid the group in their program.96

Another soldiers' home, about which less 18 known, was locat-

ed at Vernon, Loulisiana, with Mrs. J. E. Smith president and

Low Clark secretary of the organitation.gv

When