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ABSTRACT

A biographical study of Henry w» Allen, one of Louisiana*s
very capable and most respected nineteenth century statesmen,
has long been overdue,

only one effort has been made to

treat this subject: that was in 1866 only a few months after
his death and at a time when many of the records were not
available.

This study is based upon newspapers, manuscript

correspondence, united States census reports, deeds, mortgage
records, assessment and tax rolls, and other county and state
records in Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Texas, and
Virginia.
Henry Watkins Allen, brigadier general and wartime
governor of Louisiana, was born near Parmville, Virginia,
April 29, 1820.

His father moved to Missouri in 1833; four

years later Allen left home and established himself as a
tutor in the home of William R. McAlpine, a prominent planter
at Grand Gulf, Mississippi.
The Claiborne County records in port Gibson and in the
Department of Archives and History at jaokson reveal that
between 1837 and 1852 Allen practiced law, served six months
in the Texas army, was for one term an active member of the
lower House of the Mississippi legislature, and operated a
cotton plantation.

He also purchased a large amount of land

in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas during this period.

In

1844 Allen married Salome Ann crane, the daughter of a
prominent Claiborne county planter.
iv

Eight years later Allen

disposed of his property in Mississippi and went to Louisiana,
Alien*s life in west Baton Houge was that of the aristo
cratic, well-to-do plantation owner in the ante-bellum days.
The West Baton Bouge Parish reoords show that he acquired a
half interest in Westover, a $300,000 sugar plantation, which
later was divided.

Allen named his portion of the estate

Allendale and erected on it a fine brick home, Negro cabins,
a sugar mill, and the other neoessary buildings for operating
a sugar plantation.

Two men were associated with Allen at

different times in operating his plantation which permitted
him to give much of his time to public life.
He aided in building plank roads and in securing the
Baton Bouge, Opelousas, and Gross© Tete railroad for his
parish and was sealous in organising the sugar planters.
During the 1630*s Allen traveled in the United States and
Europe and, according to the records of the alumni office,
in the summer of 1654 he was in Cambridge and attended
classes at Harvard university,

while traveling, Allen wrote

letters under the psuedonym of **Guy Mannering” and had them
published In a Baton Bouge paper.
Allen was very active in politics.

He was a member of

the whig party in Mississippi and after coming to Louisiana
he continued his alignment with the organisation until it
was replaced by the American or Know Nothing group about
1656.

Allen was a member of the American party until 1859

when he affiliated with the Democratic organisation.

He

supported Breokinrldge in I860 and after the election results

v

were made known he beoame a rabid secessionist.

Alien served

in the legislature from 1858 to 1861} and the legislative
Journals, acts, committee reports, newspapers, and other
documents show that he was very active in the assembly*
When the Civil war began, Allen Joined the Delta Bifles
as a private and within three years had been appointed a
brigadier general by President Davis*

Be was also commis

sioned a major general of the Louisiana troops by Governor
Moore.

Allen received a wound in the battle at Baton Rouge

which incapatitated him for about a year and disabled him
for the remainder of his life.
As Governor of Louisiana Allen made his name a household
word among the people of Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and
Texas.

To supply the needs of the state he established a

cloth factory, turpentine still, laboratory for making
medicines, and iron foundry.

Allen purchased cotton and

sent it through Texas to Mexico where it was exchanged for
medicines, cloth, paper, and other articles.

This part of

the study is based primarily upon the confederate records
preserved by Allen and left at the close of the war with
John M. Sandidge who delivered them to the Federal officials.
These sources consist of a letter book, legislative journals
and acts, treasury records, and other state documents.

They

are In The National Archives and have been used for the first
time in a Louisiana study.

Two manuscript collections sup

plied valuable information in the preparation of this portion
of the work.

One consists of about forty letters from Allen
vi

to Dootor Bartholomew Ugan and are now in possession of his
granddaughter, Miss Lavina Sgan, at Mount Lebanon, Louisiana;
the other is the official correspondence of Governor
Pendleton Murrah of Texas*
After the war closed, Allen, like many other Confederate
leaders, preferred exile to arrest and Imprisonment; so he
went into Mexico, where he spent the last nine months of his
life*

Allen edited a newspaper, the Mexican Times, which is

one of the primary sources for this portion of the study.
The writer also used the papers of Matthew Maury and the
official correspondence between William H. Seward and the
United States officials in Mexico City.

vii

Chapter

1

THE ALLEN FAMILY

In the southern part of Virginia near the foothills of
the Blue Bidge mountains lies Prince Edward County*

This

region is about forty miles southwest of Blehmond and is situ
ated between two historic places — - Amelia and Appomattox
Courthouses*

Farmville, a lively little town of 4,000 people,

is the county seat today, and it has been the oenter of the
county’s activities since the eighteenth century*

Hampden-

Sydney College, a Presbyterian school and one of Virginia's
oldest, is located about six miles southwest of Farmville.*
Many of the people who settled in this tobacco growing sec
tion of Virginia in the eighteenth century were staunch
Presbyterians with French Huguenot blood flowing in their
veins*

Among the leading families were the Allens, Watkins,

Venables, Woodsons, and Michauxs*

Their names are linked

indelibly with the history of Virginia and Prince Edward
County, for many of them were distinguished in the civil and
military affairs of their state and nation.
The Allen family came to Prince Edward from Cumberland
County, where the original members of the family had settled
1 Hampden-Sydney College, established in 1775 as an
academy by the Hanover Presbytery, was incorporated in 1783
as a college with Patrick Henry and lames Madison among the
board of directors. The college has had a continuous history
and has never changed its location* Franklin H* Hooper (ed*),
Encyclopedia Brltannica, 24 vols. (New York, 1936), XI, 137.
2 James W. Alexander, The Life of Archibald Alexander,
first Professor in the Theological'^eminary at Princeton
jNew”YorFT""I554 )“ l ^ i S 2 7 ----------- * -----------1

z
as emigrants in the seventeenth century*.

Thomas Allen, the

son of Colonel Charles and Mary Venable Allen, was born in
prince Edward County near Farmville, July 16, 1789, and was
the fourth son in a family of six children.

He had two

brothers, Samuel V. and Fames R.

His sisters were Mary V*,
3
Fanny R», and Judith Ann Woodson.
Thomas, after receiving
an elementary eduoatlon, entered Hampden-Sydney College in
1807 and remained there for three years; then he entered the
medical department of the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia and in two years completed the work for his
degree.
The young dootor returned to prince Edward In 1812,
began the practice of medicine, and soon became a practition
er of distinction.

Two years later Doctor Allen married his
e

cousin, Ann Venable Watkins,

the daughter of Captain Thomas

Watkins who had participated in the American Revolution.
In 1823 Dootor Allen purchased from George I. Hunt for
$2,157.50 approximately 215 acres of land on which he settled
3 This information was supplied by William S. Morton, Farm
ville, Virginia, who is a descendant of the Allen family.
4 A. F. Morrison, Dictionary of Biography, Hampden-Sydney
Alumni (Lynchburg, 1921), l4i.
5 Prince Edward County (Virginia) Marriage Bond License
Book, 1800-1850, In prince Edward County courthouse, Farm
ville, Virginia. The marriage bond was Issued February 23,
1814 to Thomas Allen and Ann V* Watkins. The date of the
marriage was not given. In other records Mrs. Allen signed
her name as Nancy Allen.
6 Captain Watkins raised a troop of soldiers, "The
Virginia Dragoons”, In Prince Edward County and participated
in the battle at Guilford Courthouse March 15, 1781, Francis
B. Heltman, Historical Register of officers of the continental
Army During W T O T o 7 T O e T e T 6 l T O o n 7 " W l l ^ . T ? r 7 F ^ o ------BSHem^eF, I7 5 2 T (W ShTngTon
3 7 5 . ------------- ----------------
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and lived for the next ten years.

7

The property lay on both

banks of Briery River, whioh is a few miles east of Farmville.
In the next decade Dootor Allen increased his holdings to
Q
about 584 acres.
In this section of Virginia tobacco was
the chief crop, and it is reasonable to suppose that he en
gaged in agricultural pursuits because he owned twenty-four
9
slaves and a large amount of land.
The home of the Allen family was located on Briery River
about two miles from Farmville and a short distance from
"High Bridge", which was to become famous in later years.
Between Allen’s home and Farmville stood "Logwood", for many
years the home of Virginia’s famous jurist and legislator,
Judge Peter Johnston, who was the father of Joseph Sggleston
Johnston, commander of the western Army of the confederate
States.

Adjoining the Allen plantation was the property of

Benjamin Price, the father of Sterling Price.

The latter

won fame as a general of the Missouri forces during the Civil

Seven children were born to the Allens while they were
living In Virginia; Nathaniel V., William L * , Henry Watkins,
11
Mary V., Elizabeth Ann, Charles Beverly, and Richard G.
7 Prince Edward County Deed Book, XVII, 603.
8
XXI, 83.
9 United States Census Reports, MSS., Population in Prince
Edward County, Virginia, 1830, XXXIX, 111. All census records
used in this study are in the Bureau of the census, Depart
ment of commerce, Washington, D. C.
10 Prince Edward County Deed Book, XXI, 83; Alexandria
Louisiana Democrat, May £3, 1666.
11 Sarah A. Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen,
Brigadier-General Confederate States Army, Ex-(k>vernor~o?
Louisiana. Tftew York, 1866). ZOi tinlted states Census
Reports, MSS., Population in Prince Edward County, Virginia,
1830, XXXIX, 111.
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Henry Watkins, the third son of Doctor Allen, was born April
IS
29, 1820.
His early life was much like that of other boys
living in Prince Edward county in the early part of the
nineteenth eentury.

When old enough to attend school, Henry

went to live for a time with his uncle, Samuel V. Watkins,
who taught a neighborhood school,

just what kind of a stu

dent he was we do not know, but Sarah porsey described him
as being "distinguished for his aptness to learn* and "for
15
his high toned honor and polltness.*
His education in
Virginia was terminated at an early age because the Allen
family moved to Missouri in 1855*
About 1830 Henry’s mother died, leaving the father with
14
a family of small children.
Three years later poctor Allen
sold his property consisting of a home and about 369 acres
15
of land to Joseph G. Williams for #4,366.37
and prepared
to carry his family to Missouri where he had purchased some
land.
Poctor Allen and his brother, James B. Allen, had ac
quired large landholdings, principally in Bay county, in the
western part of Missouri*

Some of this land had been pur

chased as early as 1821 by the two brothers and held jointly
by them until Dootor Allen was ready to take his family to
the West.

The property was then divided, and Doctor Allen

12 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 23;
Douglas Southall Preeman, ^Henry WatklnsAllen,4 In
Dictionary of American Biography. 20 vols. (Hew York.
-------

13 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 23.
14 Mrs. Allen died some time after the census report was
made in 1830 and before May 6, 1833.
15 Prince Edward County Deed Book, XXI, 85. A portion

5
acquired the title to about 1,180 acres in Ray County near
Id
the town of Lexington.
In Missouri Dootor Allen continued the practice of
medieine and also established himself as one of the larger
landowners in that section of the state.

His home, "Bast

Hill,** located near Lexington, was one of the most beautiful
17
places in western Missouri,
Doctor Allen married a Mrs,
Scott after his removal to Missouri, but there were no child18
ren from this union*
When the father died in 1850, he left
an estate consisting of twenty slaves, household articles,
19
farm implements, and 2,660 acres of land.
The property
exclusive of the land and home was valued at $12,980.
The children of Doctor Allen began leaving home within
a few years after arriving in the West.

Mary, the elder

daughter, married Philip L. Edwards and later moved to
20
California.
Elizabeth Ann, the younger sister, married
Ephraim B. Ewing, who became attorney general and then a
member of the Supreme Court of Missouri.

The eldest son,

Nathaniel 7., went with a Missouri company to Texas in 1842
of his land was sold in 1828.
16 Ibid., 110-111.
17 Information supplied by a descendant of the Allen
family, Mrs. Guy Blackmer, 1648 Kingsburg Boulevard, St.
Louis, Missouri.
18 Ibid.; Morrison, Dictionary of Biography, HampdenSydney~CoIlege, 141; Ray County (Missouri) Inventory Records,
In Ray County courthouse, Richmond, Missouri, B, 127.
19 Ray county Inventory Records, B, 127.
SO Walter B. Davis and Daniel S. Durrie, An Illustrated
History of Missouri Comprising its Early Record, a n d ’Civil,
pollticaXT and Mil ita r y H l story from the first Exploration
to the Present Time, including ... Biographical sketches of
prominent citizens ..7. (St. Louis,iMSi, 460-6X1 Dorsey,
Recollections oFHenry Watkins Allen, 80.
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and was billed in th© wap with Mexico.

The second son of

Dootor Allen, William L., served a term in the Seminole wars
of Florida then returned to Missouri, where he died early in
El
the 1840*3.
The fourth son, Charles Beverly, graduated
from the University of Missouri in 1850 and died sometime
EE
before 185E.
Richard G., the youngest member of the family,
joined General Sterling price*s command, participated in the
Mexican War, returned to Missouri, and about ten years later
£3
went to California.
Henry Wathins Allen, the third son of the family, lived
in Missouri only four years.

He worked for a time in the
S4
store of S. B. Stramacke in the town of Lexington
but be

came dissatisfied with the place and left to enter Marion
College at Palmyra, Missouri.

This was a Methodist school

under the direction of Reverend Hyram P. Goodrich, D. D.,
who had been a friend of Doctor Allen when they lived in
Virginia, where Doctor Goodrich was a professor in th© Theo25
logical seminary at Farmville.
While Henry was in school
El Davis and Durrie, Illustrated History of Missouri, 508Dorsey, Recollections o f 'Henry Waikihs Alleii, Ed.
2E Dorsey, "Seoolleo^'lons oF Senry Watkins Allen, E0; In
formation supplied by the Registrarofthe'University of
Missouri.
23 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 20.
24 Mexico City Mexican Times, December 36, 18&5. After
the Civil War Allen went tcTMexico City where he established
this paper.
25 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 23;
Alexandria Louisiana PemobraTT November 1, I 8 & H Marion
College was founded in l83l by William Muldrow, Doctor David
Kelson, and Dootor David Clark in Marion County about twelve
miles west of Palmyra, parties in Mew York supplied the
capital to buy about 5,000 acres of land and erect buildings
worth $70,000. The college, under the influence of the
Methodist Episcopal church, operated for about ten years when
it proved a financial failure and was abandoned. Howard L.
9;

7
a Missouri militia officer insulted his father*

When the

young and impetuous Henry heard of the affair, he went im
mediately to the officer and demanded an apology or else a
resort to "the code*"

The militia officer realized the

seriousness of the threat and lost no time in making friends
with Doctor Allen*

This marked the first of Alien1s chal

lenges to a duel, but as we shall see later, he had other
26
oooasions to demand "satisfaction*"
Henry, after spending two years in college, returned
home but discovered that it was difficult to live under the
strict rule maintained by his father*

In the year 1837,

after some misunderstandings with his father, the young man
of seventeen years left "Bast Hill" and made his way south
where he was destined to carve out an illustrious career
for himself*
Conrad (ed.), Bnoyclopdia History of Missouri: A Compendium
of History and Biography for ReadyUeference, 6~Vols. (New
Y o r ^ T T i i S ) 7 T v ; " i 5 o’;

--------- -------------

26 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 24.

Chapter II
TEACHER, LAWYER, AND FARMER IN MISSISSIPPI
1837-1852

On the banks of the Mississippi River midway between
the cities of Vicksburg and Natchez stood in the ante-bellum
period the town of Grand Gulf9 which was the third most im
portant place in the state.

Founded in 1828, it acquired a

population of 1,000 within a decade and boasted two fine
hotels, a boarding house, six dry good stores, several com
mission houses, a number of grocery stores, a bank, a tin
1
shop, and several lawyers and physicians.
Eight miles south
east of Grand Gulf was the historic town of Fort Gibson,
founded in 1788 by Samuel Gibson as Gibson's Fort.

The name

changed to Fort Gibson in 1603 and the town was incorporated
in 1811.

By 1840 it had about sixty families and a popu-

lation of approximately 600.

2

1 Fort Gibson Correspondent, August 2, 1839; Dunbar
Rowland, Mississippi , i v o l s . (Atlanta. 1907), I, 420-23;
Robert Lowry and william H. MoCardle, A History of Mississippi
from the Discovery of the Great River Hy Hernando Desoto .
to the Death of TefTerson Davis' (Jackson, Mississippi, 1891),
"£59. Grand Gulf no longer exists as a town. Only one or two
Negro cabins mark the place today (1940). Much of the origi
nal townsite has long since caved into the Mississippi River,
but there remain even to this day a few landmarks indicating
where some of the streets were laid out. on a hill over
looking the townsite are the remains of the old cemetery
which has been left to the ravages of nature. There are many
tombs which carry names of the prominent people of ante
bellum days. Some of them are McAlplne, Torrey, and 'Srenham.
The Federal forces burned Grand Gulf in 1862 and it has not
been restored.
2 New Orleans Tlmes-Plcayune and New Orleans States,
January 22, February 26, 1939; Lowry and MeCardie, a History
of Mississippi, 459.
8

The two places were the important towns in Claiborne
County, which in 1840 had a combined white and black popu3
latlon of 13,078*
By 1850 Fort Gibson's population had in
creased to 1,110 but Grand Gulf's had decreased to about 600*
Although the latter contained comparatively few people, it
was an important port and shipped annually about 40,000 bales
4
of cotton*
Henry Watkins Allen came down the Mississippi River from
Missouri by boat and got off at Grand Gulf.

There was no

particular reason for stopping at that point as he had no
acquaintances there, nor was he sure of finding employment.
However, the determined young man with a charming personality
and an affable nature resolved to seek his fortune in that
section of Mississippi.

Allen soon secured employment as a

teacher in the home of William R. MeAlpine, who lived only a
5
few miles northeast of Grand Gulf.
He served as tutor to
the children of the McAlpine family for about two years and
3 United states census Reports, MSS*, Population in
Claiborne County, Mississippi, 1840, I, 76.
4 Fort Gibson Correspondent, August 8, 1839; Lowry and
McCardle, History ~of Mississippi, 459.
5 Dorsey, Recollections or Henry Watkins Allen, 85; Fort
Gibson correspondent, AugusT"8. 18591 JosIe~J£aie<f Oappleman,
"Local Incidents of the War Between the states," in Missis
sippi Historical society. Publications (Oxford, Mississippi,
1898-1914), IV (1901), 79. Most of the biographies of Allen
say that he taught a school In Grand Gulf but there is no
evidence to substantiate this conclusion. The members of the
McAlpine family were Edward, Daniel V*, Agnes, Roderick,
Emma, Mary M«, and William S. The father was one of the
leading planters in Claiborne county, a slaveowner, member
of the Whig party, and one of the directors of the Port
Gibson Bank. In 1850 he owned property valued at |12,0Q0.
Tax Roll for Claiborne County, Mississippi, 1648. in the
Department of Archives and History, Jackson; United states
Census Reports, MSS., Schedule I, Free inhabitants in
Claiborne county, Mississippi, 1850, L» 243.

10
became a very close friend of the older boys.
While teaching in the McAlpine home, Allen prepared him*
self for the legal profession by studying at night.

He took

the oath as an attorney and was licensed to practice law in
Mississippi on May £5, 1841, before Judge George Coalter of
the circuit court in the first district.^

Allen entered the

legal field and continued to practice law in Grand Gulf until
he left the state in 1858.

According to the records of the

court in Claiborne county, he was a very busy lawyer at every
7
session of the court during the 1840*s.
In 1842 Henry became interested in the cause of Texas
which attracted attention throughout the United States at
the time.

Texas had won its independence from Mexico in 1836

and had been recognized by the United States as an indepen*
dent nation.

During the administration of the second Presi

dent, Mirabeau Bonaparte Lamar, an effort was made to break
up a flourishing trade between the United states and Mexico
by diverting its course from Santa W

through Texas,

in

June, 1841, a Texas expedition under General Hugh McLeod
left for Santa

but the party arrived before the town in a

half starved condition, and without striking a blow surren
dered to the Mexican Governor Armijo.

The Texans were sent

to various prisons in Mexico and detained until June 13, 1842,
when all but one were released.

8

6 Claiborne County Circuit Court Minute Books, H, (18401642), 143, in port Gibson courthouse.
7 Claiborne county Circuit court writ Document Book,
(1844-1830), in Port Gibson courthouse. This contains a list
of the cases and the names of the lawyers connected with
them for each term of court.
8 For information on the origin of the war, see H. Yoakum,

General Sam Houston became president or th© Republic in
December, 1841, and did not Have long to wait before hostili
ties with Mexico were renewed.

In March of the following

year & Mexican army occupied Goliad, San Antonio, Refugio,
and Victoria, but retired after a few days, taking all the
loot they could carry away.

Exaggerated reports about the

occupation of the south Texas cities and the treatment of the
Santa Fe prisoners enraged the people of Texas and stirred
public opinion in the united states.

The people of Texas de

manded action against the invaders and forced President
Houston to issue the call for the army, although the Presi
dent knew that Texas was not prepared for a war and could
not properly equip an army for such an engagement.

On March

10 Houston issued a call for the militia and on the next day
he wrote the Texas consul at New Orleans stating the con
ditions under which he could reoeive emigrants from the
9
United States.
It was the plan of the President to rendez
vous the troops at Corpus christi for defense against Mexican
Original Narratives of Texas History and Adventure; History
of Texas from its~Tirsf^geTtlemenFT n '1565 to lta"“Annexation
lo the tin!ted states in 1846, 2 vols. (Austin, fexas, I9&6),
IX, 323-84; Eugene c. Barker, Readings In Texas History
(Dallas, 1929), 262-65; Nathaniel W. Stephenson, fexasand
the Mix! can War (Allen Johnson fedj The Chronicles"of M
American Rlalory, 50 vols. fifew Haven7T92jj , XXXv) ,Tl-113.
3 barker, headings in Texas History, 364. President
Houston wrote the consul that all men must have f,a good rifle
or musket, with a oar touch box, or shot pouch and powder
horn, with at least one hundred rounds of ammunition, a good
knapsack and six months1 clothing, and enter service for six
months subject to the laws of Texas. They must be landed
for the present at some point west of the Brazos River, with
eight days1 provisions. No number less than fifty-six in
companies well organized will be received, and on landing
each commandant will report to the secretary of war for orders.

12
XQ
Invasions*
The people of the United States were Interested in the
affairs of Texas because of the close racial tiesy family
connections, and economic and political associations between
the two republics*

In order to facilitate the sending of aid

to Texas, President Houston appointed representatives in the
United states to supervise the raising of funds and volunteers*
Major B. Gillespie was the general agent for the United
States with headquarters in New Orleans; c. W. Webber of
Kentucky was a subordinate agent; and A* S. Lipscomb was
agent at Mobile.11
Public meetings were held in New Orleans, Mobile,
Charleston, Memphis, Philadelphia, and many smaller towns to
arouse Interest In the Texanfs cause, raise funds, and secure
volunteers for the war.

The people of Mobile, who were very

active in the cause of Texas, met in Maroh to discuss plans
for sending aid to Texas and a committee of twenty-one was
appointed to receive funds.

The citizens of Mobile responded

to the call, about $1,000 was soon forwarded to President
Houston, and later a vessel was equipped and sent over for
18
the navy.
In Memphis, Tennessee, colonel F. S. Latham, a prominent
10 Houston Telegraph and Texas Register, June 29, 1842.
11 MissIsaippT free Trader and Matches “pally Cassette, May
18, 1812; Mew Orleans Daily Ploayuhe, Bay 6, 1842. General
jamea Davis of Mississippi had teen appointed agent for Texas
at New Orleans but, apparently, resigned in order to go to
Texas. Major Gillespie was then appointed.
12 Port Gibson Correspondent, March 2d, 1842; Houston
Morning star, April 2, 2d, May 31, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register, March 30, April 87, 1842.
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editor of the city, led the movement to raise funds and se
cure volunteers for the Texas "Wolf Hunt," as the editors
called the war with Mexico*

They subscribed $300, enlisted

fifteen or twenty soldiers, and appointed a committee of ten
13
to receive additional contributions for Texas.
The people of Jackson, Port Gibson, and Natchez, Missis
sippi, expressed their Interest in Texas by holding public
gatherings.

The citizens of Jackson met early in April and
14
made plans to send aid to the young republic.
Port Gibson
held its meeting on April 2 with a number of prominent citi
zens of Claiborne County present.

Colonel Richard Parkinson

was chairman, and Major Henry G. Sly was secretary.

Parmenas

Briscoe, well-known legislator of Mississippi, was made
15
chairman of the committee on resolutions.
The committee’s
recommendations were characteristic of the spirit of the
public gatherings held In the Interest of Texas.

They re

ported that the relations between the two republics were most
cordial because they had the same ideals, that Texas ought
to be free, and that any interest which Mississippi had in
Texas was honorable.

They condemned Mexico’s treatment of

the Santa Pe group as infamous and tyrannical and as charac
teristic of the Mexican people.

The committee recommended

that, if president Tyler did not move at once to defend the
13 Houston Morning Star, April 19, 1642. Members of th©
committee were liaJor
tflokraan, Dootor W. Christian, David
Parker, P. S. Latham, W. Howard, Major J. B. Mosley, and
Charles Stewart.
14 Ibid., April 21, 1842.
15 Port Gibson Correspondent, April 9, 1842. Members of
th© committee w e r e J a m e s Mason, John Kercheval, and Doctor
P. Walton Todd.

14
United states flag and people, they should act on their own
initiative.

The meeting adopted the resolutions and then

appointed a committee of fifteen to reoeive donations and to
ig
correspond with the Texans,
Already Henry W. Allen had
enlisted a few volunteers and was on his way to the Texas
"Wolf Hunt" by March 30.

Those aecompanlng him from Grand

Gulf were William C. Parke, Samuel A. Williams, John M.
17
Hassle, and Daniel P. Barney.
Natchez held its first meeting for the aid of Texas on
April 3, with Captain Noah Barlow in the chair and Walter
Hickey, well-known newspaper man, acting as secretary.
Speeches were made by L. M. Day, General John
and L. Sanders.

a

, Quitman,

Shortly after the meeting adjourned, some

twenty-six volunteers met and elected Walter Hickey captain
18
and John Dixon lieutenant.
On April 8 this well-eguipped
group left Natchez on the steamer Ambassador for New Orleans
where they remained until April Id before leaving for Texas.

19

A third group of about fifty volunteers came from Holly
Springs, in northern Mississippi, under the leadership of w.
IS Members of the committee were: John Hail, J. E. Calhoun,
k. H. Sharkey, J. N. Harding, T. D, Jeffers, G. H. Evans, G.
S. Torrey, j. g . Hastings, J, B. Thrasher, H. Parkinson, B.
T. Archey, V, Stamps, R. Valentine, Doctor Walter Rossman,
and Joseph Brook.
17 Port Gibson Correspondent, April 83, 1848$ Natchez
Dally courier, April l, 1848
18 datehez Free Trader, April 4, 1848.
19 New Orleans Daily picayune, April 9, 10, IE, 1848.
The Natchez company arrived In Sew Orleans and bivouaoked at
the cotton shed on Magazine street. Later they went down to
Fort Jackson where they remained until their departure for
Texas. Natohez Dally courier, April 18, 1848. The roll of
the company from Natchez and Adams counties was: waiter
Hickey, captain, John Dixon, first lieutenant, P. M. Hitchcock,

.
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£0
G. Wilson of Tennessee.

,

They left New Orleans for Texas

in April.21
It is evident that many men and much aid was sent from
the United states to Texas, but the number of soldiers and
the amount of money and provisions contributed to the young
republic is unknown because of the diplomatic circumstances
gg
surrounding it and the dearth of records for the period.
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi sent more men into Texas
than did any other section of the United states.

Most of

the troops went by boat from New Orleans to Galveston or
Houston, and then transferred to their camp near Corpus
Christ!,

some troops went overland via Alexandria, and others

took the Shreveport and Marshall route.

Volunteers began

sergeant, E. C. Deadman, Walter De Minthem, T. F. Sanders,
Z. Kelly, L. D. Kirby, 0. M. Beck, F. B. Flores, C. M. Amos,
D. G. Kenner, Samuel Tates, Robert cote, Thomas Mooze, C. H.
H©Murray, John Conway, John w. Corbin, Charles Gouveneaux,
John Davis, William Hamrick, William Fulcher, William Perrot,
Thomas Lumley, Thomas Philips, M. Fitzgerald, Edward Davis,
Thomas Kelly, James Conway, Patrick Boyle, W. J. Montgomery,
Thomas McCollum, Henry Williams, Edwin Caldwell, William B.
Joy, Robert Duncan, L. S. Knowles, James Young, Abraham
Monteith, Richard R. Howard, S. Olney, F* Mullhzlern, william
Conner, and P. Gullmer. Ibid.
20 Wilson was the son of George Wilson, one of the oldest
editors in Tennessee. He was a graduate of Nashville
University.
21 New Orleans Dally Picayune, April 10, 1842; Houston
Telegraph and Texas Register, September 21, 1842.
SsTne dbari.es1ton dour for, June 8, 1842, reported the
following amounts contributed from the various cities to aid
Texas: New Orleans, $17,000 and 1,000 men; Mobile, |14,000
and 500 men; Tuscaloosa, Alabama, $4,000 and 100 men; Natchez,
$* ,000 and 500 men; Oolumbus, Georgia, $3,000 and 75 men; and
Augusta, Georgia, $885. These figures are surely too high
because no such information has been found concerning the
contributions of New Orleans and the cities in Mississippi.
The number of men Is certainly too large because there were
never that many men in the volunteers* camp near Corpus
Christ!.
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arriving early in April, and among the first to reach Houston
was captain Allen and a portion of a company from Mississippi
which was called the Mississippi Guards*

23

on April 9 the

Morning Star reported that 150 well-armed men had come over
from Hew Orleans and Mobile.

Volunteers from various points

in the united States continued to land in Texas for the "Wolf
24
Hunt" during the months of May and June;
and Captain B. 0.
Payne, with twenty-one men, was reported making an overland
trip from Alexandria, Louisiana, in August.

25

While the Mississippi Guards were in Houston awaiting
transportation to Corpus christi, they were addressed by
president Houston.

Captain Allen, in his characteristic
26
manner, responded with much eloquence*
on May 5 Allen*a
company with two others left Houston for Corpus Christi,

27

and in June five more companies departed for the camp on the
Nueces River.

28

A portion of the Texas militia had been stationed at

23 Houston Telegraph and Texas Register, April 13, 1842.
Allen arrived in Houston April 6,
24 See Hew Orleans Daily Picayune, April 9, May 5, 1842;
Houston Morning star, April 5 , 9 and May 17, 1842; Houston
Telegraph and Texas Register, May 4, 1842.
25 flous^on Morning star,"August 2, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register, August 3, 1842.
2d' Houston Morning Star, April 14, 1842.
27 Missies Ip 1 Free trader and Natchez Daily Gazette, May
9, 1842; Houston Morning Star, May 6, 1845. companies
listed were: Captain John £1. Allen, Galveston Invisibles;
Captain H. W. Allen, Mississippi Guards; and captain John B.
Hoxle, Georgia Volunteers.
28 Houston Morning Star, June 28, 1842; Houston Telegraph
and Texas Register, June 29, 1842. The captains listed were
JTT'Stevens, st* touis; Walter Hickey, Natchez; B. Symmes,
Tuscaloosa; Jere elements, Huntsville, Alabama; and one
company from Perry County, Alabama, without a captain.
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Corpus christi before the volunteers from the United states
arrived.

The number of men there is unknown, but early in

April it was reported that between 300 and 500 men Including
the reeently arrived soldiers from the United states, were
at the oamp.

on May 3 Captain Hitchcock of the Alabama

company arrived in Galveston and stated that there were over
30
300 volunteers at the oamp.
Early in April Colonel Clark L. Owen was placed in charge
of the troops near Corpus Christi, but toward the end of the
month Colonel Thomas Casey arrived from Galveston with orders
31
from President Houston to take command of the oamp.
This
change in commanding officers caused some dissension among
the soldiers; so both men were removed and Adjutant General
32
James Davis of Mississippi was placed in control.
The
General found his army on the Nueces Biver at Camp Lipantitlan
poorly organized and with very little food.

He appointed a

quartermaster who had difficulty in securing tents, clothing,
and provisions during the month of May, but in June they were
OB
well supplied with beef, sugar, and coffee.
The only time General Davis and these troops experienced
any fighting was on July 7 when a poorly organized force of
about 700 Mexicans under General Canales attacked them.
There were, at the time, about 200 volunteers in the oamp
29 Houston Morning Star* April Id. 1842.
30 Ibid., May 3, 18327“
31 TSIH., May 10, 1842.
32 ftid.. May 10, 17, 1842; Yoakum, original Narratives
of Texas History and Adventure, II, 358.
33 Yoakum, original Narratives of Texas History and
Adventure. II,"‘3597
----------- -----
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and only 50 of those were mounted; however, they repulsed
54
the enemy with little difficulty.
Soon after this attack
General Davis moved the soldiers north of Arransas Bay and
35
encamped near Lamar.
The young adventurous American troops, restless with
oamp life, soon began to quarrel among themselves and to com
plain when they were not allowed to engage the Mexicans in
battle, for they had come to Texas to fight and not to sit
idly in their camps.

A few weeks of this uneventful and

routine life was enough for many of the volunteers; so they
began to leave the army and return to their homes,

one

writer thought there was about 193 volunteers at the camp
36
in June,
and certainly by August there were very few of
them left.

The Company from St. Louis left Egypt, Texas, in

August and was described by the Morning star as being unfortunate and destitute and in need of food and clothing.

37

The activities of Captain Allen during the summer months
are not revealed by the records.

Dorsey said that he was in

charge of a company stationed during the summer at Egypt and
that sometime early in the fall he made his report to the
Texan secretary of War and received an honorable discharge
34 Ibid., 350; Houston Morning Star, July 14, 1842.
35 Houston Morning Star, ffuly 26, *1842. In July captain
Hickey of the Hatches company and captain Stevens of the St.
Louis company fought a duel resulting from a dispute over
the use of a boat to move their companies from corpus christi
to Lamar. Hickey was severely wounded but had recovered by
August, 1842. Civilian and Galveston Gazette, July 24, 1842;
Houston Telegraph and Texas Register, August 3, 1843.
36 Yoakum, original Narratives of Texas History and
Adventure, I I , " W ; ------------------------------ ----37 Houston Morning Star, August 6, 1842.
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QO
from president Houston*

A letter written in 1866 to the

Daily Pioayune by a Texan said that lie remembered seeing
Allen in the spring of 1848 when the young Captain was in
Houston conversing with the President on military affairs
and that Allen and Jere Clements of Alabama were stationed
on the western frontier where they did good service in pro39
tecting Texas against the Indians and Mexicans.
According
to a report in the San Augustine Red Lander, Allen organised
a company of mounted men composed of citizens and volunteers
from the united States for the protection of the western
frontier*

In September he was in Galveston after a large

supply of provisions which he had secured at his own expense
40
from the United States*
The records do not reveal further
endeavors of Allen or the time when he left Texas, but the
young Captain was back in Grand Gulf late in October, 1643*
After Allen returned to Mississippi, he resumed his law
practice and began to acquire more real estate*

His first

purchase had been made in January, 1843, at a sheriff’s sale
when he bought a lot in Grand Gulf for $4*88.

Allen continued

to invest In real estate in Grand Gulf until April, 1846,
when he owned about forty-two lots which had cost him ap
proximately $3,186*

He purchased lots in Port Gibson and

38 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 37; New
Orleans Picayune, August 3it~T84£, quoting thiTlIouatonian,
said, "The volunteers left in command of Captain Alien, at
Carlos Rancho, were recently disbanded at Egypt, on the
Colorado *"
39 New Orleans Daily Pioayune, May 33, 1866. Colonel
Clements resigned from the army September 7, 1848* Houston
Telegraph and Texas Register, September 7, 1843.
40 San Augustine Rea Lander, September 8 , 1843*
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acquired land in Tensas Parish near St, Joseph, Louisiana,
41
in 1846,
His largest real estate transaction was with
Harrison w, Davis of Texas from whom he purchased for $5,000
42
about 4,428 acres — ~ known as the League of Sand — - near
Galveston in Liberty county.

The next largest purchase of

land comprised 454 acres which he bought from the school
43
board in Claiborne county for
,929.
Allen began to sell his real estate holdings in 1844,
and within two years he had disposed of the lands in Tensas
Parish and in Texas, all the lots in Port Gibson, and most
of those in Grand Gulf,

other sales were made between 1846

and 1852, when his last transaction was recorded in Claiborne
County.
The Gourtship of Allen was a very short one, and accord
ing to Dorsey was a "Romeo and Juliet" affair.

He became in

fatuated with Salome Ann Crane, the beautiful and eccentric
daughter of James crane, who lived near the small town of
44
Rodney in the southern part of Claiborne county.
The
marriage took place on July 2, 1844, with Zebulon pike Butler,
41 Claiborne County (Mississippi) Deed Book, AA, W, X, T,
sind z (1 8 37 -18 60), in port Gibson courthouse, contains the
numerous transactions of Allen.
42 Claiborne County Deed Book, T, 46.
43 Ibid., X, 318; Claiborne county Plat Book (1 8 5 0 ), in
Port Gibson courthouse,
44 The crane family was one of the oldest and largest
landowners in Claiborne County. Captain Silas Crane came
into Mississippi in 1772 from Lebanon, Connecticut, and re
ceived a section of land as a grant from the Spanish govern
ment. His son, Waterman crane, kept the estate Intact and
passed it on to his son, James Crane, the father of Salome
Ann. Her mother was Martha Ragsdale. Salome, the oldest
child, had three brothers, Robert, Samuel, and Frank. James
Crane erected near Rodney the family mansion "Montgomery

21
the Presbyterian minister of port Gibson, officiating.

45

The parents did not approve of the marriage and were estrang
ed from the oouple for some time, but eventually they were
reconciled.

Allen and his bride returned home after the

parental opposition had died down and settled on his place
near the crane estate.

The young couple lived there for the

next seven years while Allen oontlnued his law practioe and
engaged in farming.

The place was in charge of an overseer,

James Movoy, who lived with Allen.

In 1850 Allen had thirty-

three slaves and 810 acres of land with improvements which
46
was valued at $7 ,000.
According to a contemporary, Allen was "impetuous, im
pulsive, ambitious, proud, vain, and somewhat boastful, but
47
generous, kindhearted, and genuinely chivalrous."
One
which became one of the most beautiful places in Mississippi.
The remains of the home are still visible. James crane owned
in 1850, 1,187 acres of land and 79 slaves. Gis property was
valued at $15,000. This information was supplied by Smith C.
Daniel, Port Gibson, Mississippi; Claiborne county Assess
ment Hell, 1850, in Port Gibson courthouse; United States
Census Report, MSS*, Schedule I, Free inhabitants, Claiborne
County, Mississippi, 1850, II, 229.
45 Claiborne County Marriage Bond and License Book, (18591845), 162, in Port Gibson oourthouse; port Gibson Herald,
July 11, 1844. Dorsey said they were married on July 4 but
this is an error.
46 united States census Reports, MSS., Schedule I, Free
Inhabitants in Claiborne county, Mississippi, 1850, II, 228;
Schedule II, slave Inhabitants in Claiborne County, Missis
sippi, 1850, L, 58; Claiborne County Assessment Roll, 1850,
pp. 9, 25. Fifteen of the slaves were purchased in 1850 for
$5,250 from Watt and Desaulles in New Orleans. Claiborne
County Deed Book, z, 250.
47 H. S. Fulkerson, Random Recollections of Early pays in
Mississippi (Vicksburg, 1885),45, copy available in the
county-library, Port Gibson, Mississippi. There is a reprint
of this with a biographical sketch of the author and an
introduction by P. L. Rainwater (Baton Rouge, 1958).
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having these characteristics would naturally he expected to
defend his honor on all occasions, and Allen was no exception
to the rule*

Only a few days after his marriage he challeng

ed Doctor R* H. Mar stellar, a fellow townsman, to a duel*
They had been on unfriendly terms until a friend of Allen's
reported that the Doctor was down the street using abusive
language about him*

The Captain left immediately in search
48
of the doctor and, upon finding him, held forth two pistols

with the handles extended toward Marsteller, demanding that
he take his choice.

A mutual friend Intervened and suggested

that a street fight was unbecoming to gentlemen, whereupon
Allen challenged Marsteller to a duel.

They agreed to meet

at coffee's point across the river near the present town of
St* Joseph, Louisiana,

seconds and a doctor were secured

and means of crossing the Mississippi River provided.

The

news of the duel spread around Grand Gulf, and within thirty
minutes a number of people were crossing the river to witness
the affair*
When the designated place was reached friends attempted
to reconcile the two men, but to no avail*

In describing the

scene of the duel, Fulkerson said that "Allen was greatly
excited*

He stripped himself to the skin as low as the

waist; was very vociferous, and confident of killing his
antagonist, and his countenance bore a marked expression of
of ferocity*

Marsteller said nothing and was perfectly calm

48 Allen owned two dueling pistols during the 1840's.*
Claiborne county Assessment Rolls, 1844-1845, in Port
Gibson courthouse*
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as he awaited the settlement of the preliminaries.

He had
49
only taken off his coat and loosened his shirt collar."
They agreed upon ten feet as the distance and were to

use pistols loaded with buckshot.

They took their positions,

Allen with his gun down and Marsteller holding his up and
when the second gave the signal both men fired.

The shots

were so olose together that it sounded as one report.

After

the smoke had cleared away both men were standing facing
eaeh other.

Marsteller sank to the ground and Allen turned

and walked away.

Each had received a wound in the thigh.

They returned to Grand Gulf but remained enemies until many
years later when they met and became friends.
Allen's political activities began early in life.

At

the age of nineteen years he attended the Whig party's
national convention in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1839.

50

He continued to work for the party during the next few years,
and in the spring of 1844 was elected as a delegate to the
state convention which met in Jackson.

Allen was a member

of the Clay organization at Grand Gulf and worked diligently
51
for the election of his presidential candidate.
In April of the following year Allen announced as a
49 Vicksburg Sentinel and Exposition, July 15, 1844.
Fulkerson, Randomisecoil's ctions, 45-4#, gives a detailed ac
count of the duel. Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins
Allen, 31, says that Allen fought the duel“T n defense of
Doctor Hunt, a Presbyterian minister. Doctor Hunt was in
Grand Gulf In 1844 but there is no evidence that Allen was
defending him. Again Dorsey says that in 1852 Allen returned
to Grand Gulf to champion the cause of a Presbyterian minis
ter who had been killed. The sourdes for the period do not
reveal any such evidence.
50 Mexico Glty Mexican Times, December 30, 1865.
51 Port Gibson Meraid, Hay'TL, 25, 1843; June 13, 1844.
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candidate for the office of distriot attorney In the first
Judicial district, oomposed of Adams, Wilkinson, Amite,
RO
Franklin, Jefferson, and Claiborne counties.
After cam
paigning during the summer months he withdrew his candidacy
for the office and announced as an independent candidate
from Claiborne county for the lower House of the Mississippi
legislature.

He had three opponents In this race.

Two of

them, Doctor Walter Kossm&n and Doctor R. H. Marsteller,
announced as independents; and the third, Richard Valentine,
53
as a Democrat,
In the November election Allen led the
ticket with 431 votes.

Doctor Rossman received 395 votes

and was elected as the other legislator from the county.
Valentine and Marsteller received 393 and ££9 votes, re54
spectively.
The legislature met at Jackson in January, 1846, and
after completing its organization turned to the election of
two United states senators.

Henry s. Foote and Joseph w.

Chalmers, both Democrats, were elected to fill the two places.
Allen voted with the Whigs who supported George Winchester
55
in both contests.
53 Ibid., April 10, 1845,
53 Ibid., September 4, October £3, 1845.
54 Ibid., November 6 , 1645. Parmenas Briscoe, a Democrat,
was elected to the Senate. T. G. McIntyre and J, T. Moore
were members of the lower House from Claiborne County in
1844. The re-apportionment bill of 1846 reduced Claiborne*s
representation. Richard Valentine was elected in 1847.
Briscoe was re-elected to the senate.
55 Journal of the House of Representatives at a Regular
Session of the~Eegielature Held In Jacks bn m i ss 1is IppT ,
1846, pp. 107-89. cited hereafter as Missiasippillouse
Journal. One senatorial vacancy was caused by the resignation
of Robert J , Walker who had been appointed secretary of the
treasury.

£5
As a member of the whig party which was the minority
group in the legislature, Allen worked under difficulties
in getting legislation through the body.

He introduced many

measures during his term, but most of them were concerned
with private matters or bills affecting Claiborne County,
His most important work as a member of the legislature was
in the interest of public schools.

He seoured the appoint

ment of a oommittee on education and became its chairman.
Other members of the committee were George W. Woodburg of
Yazoo; J. B. Sharkey of Warren; J. W, Campbell of Desoto;
and J. M. Smilley of Amite,

one of Allen's first bills re

sulted in the establishment of a system of common schools
for the state.

It provided for the appointment of a board

of commissioners for each county with power to select
teachers and fix their salaries.

Allen worked for the

establishment of a seminary of Learning in lacks on and sup
ported the bill which incorporated the university of
57
Mississippi.
When the legislature adjourned, Allen returned to his
home in Grand Gulf where he resumed his legal practice and
continued to operate his plantation.

He was not a candidate

for re-election in 1847 but did remain active in political
58
affairs during the next few years;
however, he was unable
56 Ibid*» 156-66, 185, 717-19; Laws Enacted by the
Legislature of the state of Mississippi at the Regular
Session heldHTn jfaoKson, 1846, p. 48. cTted hereafter as
Mississippi Actfs.
57 Mississippi House Journal, 1846, pp. £19-80; Missis
sippi Acts, 1846, p.4 l 9 “
58 fort Gibson Herald, April 18, 1851.
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to giro as much time to publlo life as tie had in the past
because of the illness of his beautiful young wife.

They

were a devoted couple and when, two years after their mar
riage, she contracted tuberculosis Allen spent as much time
as possible with her.

Mrs. Allen was confined to her bed
59
during the last months of her lingering illness.
she died

January 25, 1851, and was burled in the family cemetery near
60
Hontgomer plantation.
Allen, broken hearted over the loss of his wife, visit
ed for a time at cooper's Wells, a resort near Vicksburg,
and during his stay at this place met an elderly planter,
Colonel John Nolan, from Louisiana.

They became very warm

friends while at the resort and colonel Nolan offered to
sell Allen one-half interest in his west Baton Houge sugar
61
plantation.
The captain, having no desire to return to
Grand Gulf where there were so many things to remind him of
his great loss, agreed to visit with Colonel Nolan and to
consider his proposition.

Allen returned to his home, dis

posed of his slaves, land, and other property, and then went
to Louisiana.
59 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 36,
60 Port Gibson flerald, flelaFuary 7, 1851,
61 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 40.

Chapter

III

THE CITIZEN PLANTER, 1852-1861

West Baton Rouge Parish, originally a part of Iberville,
was oreated by an act of the legislature in 1807*

It is

bounded on the north by Pointe Coupee, on the west and south
1
by Iberville, and on the east by the Mississippi River.
In
1850 it had a oombined white and blaok population of about
(

15,000.

one of its largest towns, Brusly or Brusle Landing,

was looated on the river in the southern part of the parish
and in 1850 had several large stores and a post office.

The

Jenny Lind Coffee House in Brusly was the important meeting
2
place for political gatherings in this parish.
In the
northwestern part of the parish about seventeen miles from
the Mississippi River was the town of Crosse Tete situated
on Bayou Crosse T§te, a stream which flowed in a southernly
direction and entered Bayou Plaquemine.

The oldest settle

ment in the parish was San Michel just across the river from
Baton Rouge.

This town began in 1809 when Michel Mahler

sold several lots in his "Town of Saint Michel" and donated
to the parish of Baton Rouge and to the town of San Michel
* Acts passed at the Second Session of the First
Legislature of the Territory of QrleansHfNew Orleans, 1807),
2. It wascreated as SatonRouge Parish but when the United
States annexed west Florida in 1810 Governor Claiborne
organized a county of Baton Rouge east of the river. The
area west of the river was then called west Baton Rouge.
2 Alcee Fortier, Louisiana, comprising sketches of
Counties. Towns, Events, Institutions, and Persons, Arranged
in cyclopaedic Fora, £ vols. (Atlanta, TTO9), It, 807\ west
faton flouge ^ugar Planter, May 19, 1860.
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£3
two lots for a courthouse and jail, two lots for a school,
and one lot for a church.

These lots were usually about
3
sixty by one hundred and twenty feet and sold for #£50*

This town was gradually taken by the river until In 1660
only about five or six houses were left of the original
town.

Near the middle of the century the town of West Baton

Rouge whloh later was called Port Allen was located west and
4
north of San Michel,
There was a post office at this point called West Baton
Rouge as early as 1624, but it was discontinued and the mail
delivered by a route from Bonaldsonville or from Baton Rouge.
The post office of west Baton Rouge was re-established in
1836 and maintained for about one year.

During the next few

years this area was served by rural routes from Donaldsonville and from Baton Rouge.

In 1671 the west Baton Rouge

post office was again established and has remained in ex
istence since that date, although the name of the town has
been changed several times.

6

Douglas 0. Montan, president

of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, Opelousas Railroad company
was responsible for re-establishing the post office.

He

3 west Baton Rouge Parish (Louisiana) Sales of Land,
Mortgages, and Powers of Attorney, A, 151-53, in the clerk
of court*s office, Port Allen; West Baton Rouge Sugar
Planter, May 19, I860.
4 West Baton Rouge Sugar planter, May 5, 1860.
5 Information supplied % K * f , Aldrich, Chief Inspector,
United States Post office Department, In 1336 there was a
mail route from Donaldsonville by Bayou Goula, Plaquemine,
West Baton Rouge, and Polnte couped' to Faulkners once each
week. 3* Van Wiokle was the contractor. In 1337 the route
ran from Plaquemine by West Baton Rouge to points Couped*,
and back once each week.
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thought a post office would give his company additional pub
licity and probably increase its business.

He obtained an

appointment with the assistant postmaster general, who was
visiting in New Orleans, and secured the station for West
Baton Rouge.

Mon tan wanted to name the place Allen in honor

of their illustrious citizen, Henry Watkins Allen, but J, T.
6
Allain, a west Baton Rouge Negro politician and legislator,
secured the name of Allain for the post office in 1875.
7
was changed to Fort Allen in 1878.

It

Allen came to west Baton Rouge in the year 1858 and ac
quired one half interest In Westover, one of the largest
@
sugar plantations in that parish, colonel John Nolan, who
6 J. T. Allain, born In 1836 and known as Boulouque, was
the slave of Sosthene Allain who lived in the Southern part
of West Baton Rouge Parish. In 1873 he was elected to the
lower House of the state legislature from West Baton Rouge
Parish. New Orleans Daily Picayune. January 87, 1874; New
Orleans Bee, January 35, 1874.
7 Baton Rouge weekly Advocate, May 3, 1878; west Baton
Rouge Sugar Planter, May
, 1^60, January 1, 1870. The
postmasters for the west Baton Rouge Station were: Juan
Pages, June 7, 1871; Philip Bauer, April 19, 1878; (Name
of office was changed to Allain March 5, 1875) W. Shannon
Woods, March 5, 1875; Cordelius J. Barrow, July 31, 1876;
(Name was changed to Port Allen April 84, 1678) Cordelius J.
Barrow, April 84, 1878; William w. Bauer, June 11, 1889;
George D. Cade, September 1, 1890; and Henry G* Parker,
November 8 , 1891. Douglas c. Montan became president of the
railroad company in 1868. He was also publisher of the
Baton Rouge Advocate. This information was supplied by a
brother-in-law of Montan, George Hill, who resides on the
Homestead plantation just north of Port Allen and is now
about 68 years of age. He has lived in the parish since
1863. His father, George Hill, was for many years a member
of the Board of Regents of Louisiana State University and
the Hill Memorial Library was named in honor of him.
6 Colonel John Nolan, born in Virginia in 1779, came to
West Baton Rouge about 1880 and three years later married
Rose Josephine Babin who died in 1841. Colonel Nolan was
later married to Louise Jane Russell, the widow of John M.
Taylor. There were no children from either marriage but he
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lived about eight miles northwest of West Baton Rouge COUrt^O
house, sold to his nephew, william Nolan, and Captain Allen
185 slaves, about 8,500 arpents^ of land, farm implements,
adopted the two children of John Taylor. They were Emma
Louisa and Mary Francos. In the bill of sale colonel Nolan
reserved a home for his family at Westover so long as they
wished to remain there, and he also set aside a burial place
for the family. In his will he bequeathed to his wife a
Negro boy, Honaxs, and $50,000 on the condition that she
would not marry after his death. To each of the daughters
he left $50,000 and a female slave provided the girls mar
ried honorable men when they became of age. Bis wife was
made executrix of the will. Colonel Nolan died August 31,
1858, in Washington, O. 0. West Baton Rouge parish Probate
Records, Nos. 388, 466. These are original papers filed in
the succession of the Nolan estate and are in the office
files of the clerk of court, port Allen. West Baton Rouge
Parish Record of wills (1846-1986), I, 17-81, in the clerk
of court9s office, Port Allen. John Nolan*s will was filed
September 87, 1858. Baton Rouge Daily Comet, September 11,
1858. For the marriage of Colonel John itelan, see West
Baton Rouge Parish Certificate of Marriage and License Book
(1807-1846), I-B, 74, in the clerk of court9s office, Port
Allen.
9 William Nolan was the son of William Nolan, a deceased
brother of Colonel John Nolan. He came to west Baton Rouge
Parish in the 18409s and lived with his uncle. William mar
ried M. Virginia Blanchard in 1658. West Baton Rouge parish
Certificates of Marriage and License Book (1837-1874), I-A,
189; west Baton Rouge Parish Probate Records No. 466; west
Baton Rouge Parish original Acts (1858-1854), I, 1, in clerk
of court9s office, Port Allen. Doctor John Tllman Nolan, a
cousin of William, was the son of George w. Nolan another
deceased brother of colonel John Nolan. Doctor Nolan was
born in Virginia later went of Mississippi where he married
Fmaces H. Scott who died about 1636. There was one son,
France L., from the union. In the year 1836 Doctor Nolan
married Jane Garnet Frazier of Kentucky and about ten years
later removed to West Baton Rouge where he acquired an
j estate. Els wife died in 1855 and left him wlth five child
ren, Josephine G., Philadelphia F.,(john T., Virginia K.,
and Mary S. Doctor Nolan was a nephew of Colonel John Nolan
and in 1853 entered a claim for his portion of the estate.
He became the legal representative for a number of the heirs
and in 1655 was made executor of the estate after he had
arranged a compromise with Mrs. Louise Jane Nolan. She and
her daughters agreed to accept $80,000 as their portion of
the estate. West Baton Rouge Parish original Acts (18581854), I, 1; West Baton Rouge Parish Probate Record Nos.
464, 466. West Baton Rouge Parish Record of Succession Book
(1858-1855), T, 47, in clerk of oourt9s office, Fort Allen.
10 An arpent is an old French measure of land varying in
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sugar mill, and stock, tor $300,000*

The plantation had

about tour miles ot frontage on the Mississippi River and
extended over one mile trom the river*

A number of the

slaves were mortgaged to the oltlzens Bank of Louisiana In
New Orleans for 240 shares of bank stook; Allen and Nolan
agreed to pay this loan of $5,022*50 when due May 5, 1352*
The property was held as a mortgage for the debt by colonel
Nolan, but he stipulated in the bill of sale that his nephew
and Allen be "indulged in when they were unable to meet the
notes due on the $300,000 sale of plantation, provided they
paid the Interest due each year."

11

Colonel John Nolan died In August, 1853, and within a
few years a large number of heirs, living in the states of
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Arkansas,
entered claims against the estate and won judgments for
their portions of the property*

All elaims, varying from

$260 to $18,000 and amounting to $75,154.75, were paid and
12
charged against the estate of John Nolan*
13
Allen
and his partner aoquired an additional 497 acres
size with the locality from *84 to 1*28 acres. It is also a
linear measure the length (about 12 rods) of the side of a
square arpent* In west Baton Rouge an arpent contained ap
proximately one acre*
11 Notarial Records (New Orleans), Hilary Breton Cenas,
No* 51, February 5, 1852; west Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage
Record Books, R (1848-1852), 546-51; 7 (1855-1859), 371, In
clerk of oourt’s office, Port Allen* A note In the margin
of Book R, 547, stated that on AP*11 30, I860, all notes had
been paid and the mortgage had been cancelled. ?&st Baton
Rouge Parish Probate Records, No. 466 contains the bill of
sale, will, and an inventory of the estate in 1852.
12 West Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Book, V. There are
37 claims recorded in this book.
13 Captain Allen, being a man of wealth and having some

32
in West Baton Rouge before they terminated their partnership
in 1855,

14

Nolan received the northern and western half of

the estate, which included westover, about 1,444*75 acres,
fifty slaves, and one half of the horses, mules, and fixtures
on the plantation.

Later he purchased from Allen for
15
$3,0££.6Q about seventy-five acres of land*
Among the neighboring plantations lived men whose names
have a place in Louisiana history*

Judge William B

Robertson, well-known lawyer, lived just north of westover
and In 1850 owned seventy-five slaves and property worth
16
$60,000*
John L* Lobdell, a lawyer and sugar planter,
one to take care of his plantation, spent the summer of 1855
traveling and while on these journeys, under the pen name of
Guy Mannering, he wrote letters for the Baton Rouge Dally
Comet*
His first trip carried him to Georgia where he mixed
and mingled with the leading political figures of the state*
He attended the wedding of Robert Toombs' daughter and was
introduced to the Governor of Georgia* Allen heard Toombs
giver an excellent address before an agriculture convention
at Montgomery. In Athens the Governor entertained a party
which included Allen and Alexander H* Stephens* In the
latter part of May Allen returned to westover but was pre
paring ror another trip*
On June 9 "Guy Mannering" wrote from Vicksburg, Missis
sippi, describing a very pleasant trip up the river on the
steamer Reindeer* The young sugar planter was on his way to
Cooper's Wells* He visited Hatches, transacted some busi
ness, and then went up to Paducah, Kentucky, and Evansville,
Indiana, where he remained for a few days with friends.
Later he went over to Cairo, Illinois, and St, Louis* Allen
returned to the South and in July was on the Mississippi
coast at Pass Christian where he spent the next several weeks.
He then revisited Cooper's Wells and enjoyed a pleasant visit
with his friend John J* Perkins, Jr., of Madison parish,
Louisiana* Later he went to Jackson and was entertained by
Governor Henry p. Foote, He returned to westover in September,
1655. Baton Rouge Daily Comet. May-September, 1855*
14 West Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Record Books, R, T,
U, and 7, show these transfers*
15 Ibid** 7, 194-97, 106-08*
16 tfniied states census Reports, MSS*, schedule 1, Free
Inhabitants in west Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1650, I,
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lived about sevan miles north of West Baton Rouge courthouse.
His plantation was located at the bend of the river and was
one of the Important landing places for West Baton Rouge,
He maintained a store which served that section of the par
ish, owned 148 slaves, and In 1650 had property valued at
17
♦140 ,000#
Thomas B. Chinn, one of the physicians for the
community, was the brother of Bolling R. Chinn, a planter,
whose property, cypress Hall, was valued at $335,000 In
16
I860,
Alexander D. Barrow lived on Homestead and Barraza
plantations in the northwestern part of the parish and in
1860 owned fifty-one slaves and property valued at $87,000,

19

James Victor Duralde, a brother-in-law of a. P. Barrow, owned
over one hundred slaves in 1860 and lived In the southern
80
part of the parish near Brusly Landing,
450; Ibid., schedule II, slave Inhabitants in West Baton
Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1850. VII, 478, For location of
plantations touching the Mississippi River In 1850, see A*
Per sac, Herman* a chart of the Lower Mississippi River (Hew
Orleans ,"155577™
17 United States Census Reports, MBS., Schedule I, Free
Inhabitants in West Baton
Rouge Parish.Louisiana,
ld50,VII,
456, There is an account boox for Lobdell*s store in the
Louisiana State University Archives. See also Wendell H,
Stephenson and Bdwin A. Davis (eds.), **The Civil War Diary of
Willie Mlcalah Barrow, September E3, 1861-July 13, 1868,** in
Louisiana Historical Quarterly (Hew Orleans, 1917-), XVII
(1934), 7l5, says that Lobdell’s store was about six or
seven miles north of Port Allen, This article located other
plantations in the parish,
18 united states Census Reports, MSS., schedule I, Free
Inhabitants in West Baton
Rouge Parish,Louisiana, 1860,I,
642; Schedule II, Slave Inhabitants in west Baton Rouge
Parish, Louisiana, 1860, 1 , 202,
19 Ibid., Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in West Baton
Rouge FaFIsn. Louisiana, 1860, I, 644; Schedule IX. Slave
Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge Parish, 1860, I, 204;
Stephenson and Davis (eds.), **The civil War Diary of Willie
Hlc&jah Barrow,** in loo, clt., 436.
20 United States (SEsuiTleports, MSS., Schedule II, Slave
Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1850, VII*
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Allen called his place Allendale, and soon after the
division of westover, he acquired additional lands in Kast
£1
and West Baton Rouge parishes.
He constructed a fine brick
home, sugar mill, saw mill, Negro cabins, barns, and other
structures necessary for the operation of the sugar planta
tion*

Allen took great pride in his plantation and "all

that art and science could bring to bear, was used to perfect
gg
and adorn his palatial residence."
His genial ways and
southern hospitality made Allendale a popular place for his
large number of friends.

He frequently had visitors from

New Orleans to come for a sojourn with him, and Dorsey said
that he permitted the young people of the community to main-

23

tain a dancing school at his plaoe.
24
In 1857 Charles D. Hamilton,
an old friend and busi
ness associate of Allen1s in Grand Gulf, came to west Baton
450; Stephenson and Davis (eds.), "The Civil War Diary of
Willie Micajah Barrow," in loc. oit., 436.
£1 West Baton Rouge Parish Morigage Record Books, A-B, V,
and X; East Baton Rouge Parish Conveyance Record Book, N,
85, 138, in the clerk of court’s office, Baton Rouge. The
purchases and sales of Allen will be found in these volumes.
22 west Baton Rouge sugar Planter, May 19, 1865.
£3 Dorsey, Reoollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 44. The
writer also related that while living at $est Baton Rouge,
Allen was engaged for a brief period but never married a
second time. Ibid., 45.
24 Charles p. Hamilton lived in Claiborne County, Missis
sippi, where he was one of the largest land owners in the
1840*s. He had in 1850 property valued at $40,000, includ
ing a large warehouse in Grand Gulf which was destroyed by
fire the following year. In 1851 he was assessed with 3,700
acres and seven years later he was assessed with 3,187 acres
valued at $15,964* In 1861 he owned In Mississippi only
1,167 acres of land. Port Gibson Herald, April 27, 1849,
November 8 , 1850, April 18, 1851; fori Gibson Reveille,
November 14, 1857; United States Census Reports, S8S .,
Schedule 1, Free Inhabitants Claiborne county, Mississippi,
1850, I, 245; Claiborne county Assessment Rolls, 1850, pp.
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Rouge and acquired one-half interest in Allendale*

The hill

of sale called for #18,500 in cash and the remainder to be
paid in three equal payments through the counting house of
85
Richard Nugent and company in New Orleans.
Hamilton paid
his last note on April 30, 1860, when the mortgage was can
celed.

For another consideration Allen made Hamilton owner
ng
of three-fourths of the plantation.
A few months after gaining a controling interest in the
estate, Hamilton and his wife, Llazle Belknap, made plans to
return to Mississippi so they sold to Allen and Barnabus
Stevens of west Baton Bouge their share of Allendale estate
for the sum of #148,661.00, payable in eight equal payments.
Then Allen sold to Barnabus Stevens one half of his onefourth interest in the place for #26,000 payable in eight
equal payments.
27
the payments.

In both sales the estate was mortgaged for

During the War Allen9s plantation, like many others
near the Mississippi River, suffered from the raids of the
Federal forces; his fine brick house was burned, much of hi3
property was taken away, slaves left the place, and at one
28
time the Federals used Allendale for their headquarters.
23, 49; 1856, p. 9; 1857, pp. 23, 25; 1861, p. 22, in
Fort Gibson courthouse.
25 west Baton Bouge Parish Mortgage Record Books, A-B,
92* V 519-23.
*26 ibid., z\ 203-204; T, 233-35. Hamilton was made
three-fourths owner on April 30, 1860. Ibid., Z, 287-90.
27 Ibid., Z, 287-90, 294-95. Hamilton sold his property
February 10, 1861. Allen sold to Stevens February 23, 1861.
28 west Baton Bouge sugar Planter. May 19, 1866; Mexico
City Mexican Times. February 10. Ie66; Alexandria Louisiana
Democrat. M a y 26. 1866.
--------

56
The civil War and the economic chaos of Reconstruction
prevented the execution of the sales made in 18dl by Hamilton!
Stevens, and Allen; therefore in 1667 Hamilton brought suit
to recover his property.

By order of the court, the Allen

dale plantation (consisting of approximately 2,000 acres of
land), sugar mill, sawmill, engines, Negro cabins, and barns
were ordered sold.

No one offered to buy the property; so

it was re-advertised and sold on June 1, 1667, for $10,993.11
29
to James Nugent Sherry of New Orleans.
The following year
Sherry sold the estate to Mrs. Lizzie X), Hamilton for the
30
same sum which he had paid for it.
In the fall of that
year the Citizens Bank of Louisiana brought suit to recover
debts against Allendale.

They secured a judgment in the

court and the estate was appraised at $19,824.00 plus $1,404
for the 700 acres of land in East Baton Rouge.

The Citizens

Bank purchased the estate for $14,000 on July 2, 1670, at a
sheriff*s sale.3*’
West Baton Rouge Parish was one of the leading sugar
producing regions in Louisiana in the decade preceding the
Civil war.

In the season 1649-50 the parish produced 7,035

29 west Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Records, Y, 557-60;
599-610; West Baton Rouge Parish sheriff*s Deeds of Sale
(1867-1866), 421-26, in cleric of court’s office, port Allen;
West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, April 6 , June 8 , 1867.
30 West Baton Rouge Parish cash Sales Book, II, 447-51;
in clerk of court’s office, Port Allen. This sale was made
February 9, 1868.
31 west Baton Rouge Parish sheriff sales Book, D, 379-88;
West Baton Rouge Parish Cash Sales Book, III, 324-25;
Original Papers filed in Fifth District court, No. 2,098, in
the clerk of court’s offioe, Port Allen; East Baton Rouge
Conveyance Record Book, Z$ 72-73, in clerk of court’s office,
Baton Rouge.
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hogsheads, and for the next ten years only one season failed
to show an increase*

The peak year for the parish was 185832
59 when it produced 21,683 hogsheads*
Colonel John Nolan was the leading sugar producer in
West Baton Rouge when he sold his plantation to Allen and
William Nolan*

In 1851 Westover produced 600 hogsheads,

leading all other plantations in the parish*

Colonel Nolan

Stewart at Popular Grove plantation was first for the season
of 1852-53 with a total of 903 hogsheads; Allen and Nolan
ranked second with 835 hogsheads*

The next year, 1853-54,

they were first with 1,150 hogsheads*

In the season of 1854-

55, after Allen and Nolan had divided their property, Allen
dale was second in the parish with 502 hogsheads*

Sosthene

32 p. A. Champ omier, statement of Sugar Crop made in
Louisiana in 1849-50 (New Orleansf""Jb KS j • These reports
were published annually for the 1850's and all figures on
sugar production have been taken from them. Some statistics
on the West Baton Rouge crops are:
west Baton Rouge
Parish

Tear
ISW-50
1850-51
1851-52
1852-53
1853-54
1854-55
1855-56
1856-57
1857-50
1858-59

Planter
Year
3. L. LobdeTT
fi. H. Barrow
John Nolan
William Nolan
H. W. Allen
W. B. Robertson
SOSthane Allain
D. Hickey & Co.

1850 *51 '52
276 215 285
258
475 266 600
315180 270
100190 220
205 215 198

Hogsheads produced
T ; m ^ % B t T M l b T "that three
7,454
crevasses destroyed
10,842
about 5,500)*
14,172
21,024
17,455
11,042
2,122 (A killing frost in
15,697
October, 1855, blasted
21,683
the crops in Iberville
and west Baton Rouge)*
*53
*54 *55 *56 *57 *58
*59
312
520 398 290 112 304
385
234
582 389 275 63 412
590
835 1,150
501 450 60 600 1,038
502 200 30 550
680
276
275 283 220
633
815 735 540
610 1,111
170
362 262 289
281
465
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Allain in the southern part of the parish was first with 736
hogsheads.

Allendale plantation was among the leading sugar

producers in the parish during the next few years.
The sugar planters in Louisiana became excited over the
praotice of an importing company which brought an article
from the west indies into the united States and evaded the
tariff laws.

Messers. Charles Belcher and Brothers Imported

from Cuba, a product which was disguised as molasses concentrate or *mallada.n

The sugar planters of West Baton Rouge

met at the courthouse in May, 1653, with colonel Nolan
Stewart as chairman and Allen as secretary to devise ways
and means of preventing this unlawful practice.

Allen was

appointed on a committee of eight to collect funds for the
purpose of retaining counsel to assist the tJhited states
district attorney in prosecuting this importing company.

33

The following month a larger group of sugar planters as*
sembled at Donaldsonville with Colonel Nolan Stewart acting
as chairman.

They adopted a set of resolutions condemning

the practice of Messers. Belcher and Brothers and voted to
secure counsel to assist E. warren Molse, the Federal at
torney for the New Orleans district.

A committee was named

to secure the counsel, and It soon reported that Randall
Hunt, well-known lawyer of New Orleans, had agreed to repre34

sent the planters.
33
Baton
34
Dally

west Baton Rouge Capitollan Vis-a-Vis, June 1, 1853;
Rouge gaily Comet, June 2, 1853.""
Baton Bouge Dally Comet, June 21, 1853; New Orleans
Orescent, June Z4t 1853.

59
Mol 3 6 | after agreeing to accept the assistant counsel,
took offense at the action of the sugar planters In securing
aid for him and wrote to them saying: "Gentlemen Sugar
Planters of Louisiana, you are a set of ignorant ill-bred
asses; you know nothing of the courtesies or common usages
of civilised life; you are a set of factious, lawless, clodpolls, who have dared to meet together in conventions and
interfere with me, K* W. Moise, one of the District Attorneys
of the Bnited States of America*

You impudent, Blockheads*"

Allen, who replied to the district attorney, said, "No
man dreamed that your fastidious sensibilities would be dis
turbed, or that your frothy vanity would receive the slight
est wound; we thought that a gentleman of your late multi
farious employments, a gentleman who had heretofore had his
washing done In the Parish of Plaquemines, slept in Jefferson,
drank his claret in the Citizens Bank, and practices law in
New Orleans, and electioneered promiscuously, largely and
generally, over the state, and now wants to be the next gov
ernor thereof, we thought, sir, under all these circum
stances, you would be glad to receive the assistance of even
55
as humble an individual as Randall Hunt*"
The case ended
with the exchange of letters because the Board of Appraisers
in New Orleans settled the trouble for the sugar planters by
adding twenty-five cents to the value of each barrel of im
ported sugar concentrate and collecting the regular import
55 Por this correspondence, see West Baton Rouge
Capitollan Vis-a-vis, July 5, 1855; Baton Rouge Dally Comet,
June 23, 25, 1855; see also, New Orleans True Delta, June 22,
1855; New Orleans Daily crescent, June 24, leOTT

40
duty on the article.
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In the year 1853 the sugar planters of Louisiana had
trouble over the storage spaoe at the port In New Orleans*
The city had provided only a small apaoe and refused to in
crease the size of it and, moreover, enacted a city ordinance
requiring that all sugar had to be removed within thirty-six
hours after it was placed on the levee*

In January the

planters met in the Lyceum Hall with Judge John Moore of St.
Martin presiding*

Joseph S# Williams of Lafourche Parish

read the resolutions of the convention which proposed the
appointment of a committee of planters and merchants to as
certain the possibility of extending the sugar storage space
in the city; and If unable to secure additional space, they
were to make plans for another sugar market*

The committee

was instructed to make its investigation and be ready to re
port at the next meeting of the sugar planters*

The con

vention, at the suggestion of J. J. Hanna, authorized the
committee to secure from the legislature a charter for a
Sugar Planters* Association*

Captain Allen closed the meet

ing with one of his very stirring addresses in which he urged
more brotherhood and closer co-operation among the members
of the convention from the different parts of the state*

37

Judge Moore called the planters to New Orleans on April
36 Baton Rouge Dally Comet* August 13, November 8 , 11,
1353 *
37 New Orleans Daily crescent, January 24, 1866; New
Orleans Bulletin, January 23,24, 1856; New Orleans pally
True Delta, January 24, 1856* The following merchants were
members of the committee: M. 0. H* Norton, S. 0* Nelson, t.
A* Foley, and J. A* Braud; planters, J. S. Williams, E. Roma,

11 for a report of the committee, when Colonel J* S. Williams
speaking for his group, proposed, that the planters secure a
pl&oe across the river in Gretna for their market because
the city officials refused to increase the port facilities
and the expense of doing so would be too much for the farm
ers.

The convention adopted the report and entered into a

discussion of a charter for the Planters* Association.

jr. J.

Hanna, explaining the charter, said that it proposed a capi
tal stock of $850,000 divided into 5,000 shares of $50 each
and that when 3,000 shares had been sold they could elect
a board of directors to manage the affairs of the Association
After some discussion the convention adopted the charter,
and ^udge Moore appointed a committee to receive the sub
scriptions.

Soon after the meeting adjourned, the city of

ficials provided additional space at the port; and this being
the farmers* chief grievance, they dropped their plans for
acquiring a new market.

Nothing further was done at this
36
time about the organization of the Association.
When the tariff bill came before Congress in 1857, an
effort was made to repeal the duty on sugar so the planters
in West Baton Houge met to protest against this action of
Congress.

Captain Allen, who, according to the crescent,

had done more than any other man in the state to advance the
Interest of the sugar growers, was called upon to explain
Doctor G. W. Campbell, William J, Minor, JT, J. Hanna, and
L* G. Compton.
38 New Orleans Dally crescent, April 11, 1856; New
Orleans Dally Delta. April 11,1856; New Orleans Dally True
Delta, April ll, 1856; Baton Rouge Dally Advocate, April' 1JS,
T55S? West Baton Rouge sugar planter, A p r i l ! $, 1856.

the object of the meeting, which he did in his very able and
39
eloquent manner. A committee
was appointed to draw up
resolutions stressing the will of the convention.

They re

ported that the thirty per cent ad valorem duty was only a
small protection to the sugar planters and that in their
precarious position, with seed cane depreciating and frost
killing the crop, they could not exist without the duty on
sugar.

The report concluded that "whenever Congress shall

see proper to take all duties of all kinds, off, and abolish
the present system of imposts, although not advocating such
40
a policy, we will not murmur.”
The resolutions were sent
to all congressmen from Louisiana.

Just how much influence

they had is not known, but the tariff was not repealed.
One of the greatest needs of the West Baton Rouge Parish
in the decade proceeding the civil War was roads.

There were

no railroads or state maintained roads, and the bayous in the
western part of the parish flowed to the south and southeast
entering either the Mississippi River or the Bayou Plaquemine,
which flowed into the river.

These bayous did not have

enough water in them during several months of the year to
afford transportation by boats; so the farmers in the Crosse
Tete and Maringouln sections were without adequate facilities
for marketing their crops.

The Crosse Tete seotlon west of

the bayou had been originally a part of west Baton Rouge
39 Members of the committee were colonel J. 3, Williams,
Frame 3 . woods, Henry W. Allen, Doctor w. Jones Lyle, and
James Y. Duralde.
40 Baton Rouge pally Gazette and comet, January 7, 1857;
Hew Orleans crescent, January 1oTTQ£7 . 1

parish but was being held under the jurisdiction of Iberville
until wa good and practicable roadn could be built from that
area to the Mississippi River.
In the summer of 1352 Allen and a number of bis friends
organised a company to construct a plank road from tbs court*
.
41
bouse to tbe Grosse Tete region.
Tbs legislature in 1853
granted a charter to tbe Baton Rouge, Grosse T&te, and
Opelousas Plank Road Company with a capital stock of $250,
42
43
000*
Tbe state purchased one fifth of tbe stock,
Tbe construction of tbe road began early in tbe year
and m s

completed in time for a celebration on July 6 , 1853,

at Grosse Tete,

Allen was in charge of tbe program and gave
44
one of the principal addresses.
The progressive citizens of West Baton Rouge were not
content with a plank road for transportation in their parish,
and within a few months after the completion of tbe Grosse

Tete road they began working for a railroad to connect the
Grosse T&te section with West Baton Rouge,

Tbe stockholders

of tbe Plank Road Company agreed to increase its stock from
45
$250,000 to $1,000,000,
The city of Baton Rouge promised
to take $50,000 of the stock to assist tbe company in getting
46
tbe railroad tinderway.
Tbe remainder of the stook was
purchased by citizens of Louisiana,
41
42
43
44
Rouge
45

Tbe Board of Directors

West Baton Rouge Capitollan Vis-a-Vis, November 7, 1852.
Louisiana Acts, 1653, pp. 24^597
Ibid., 179"
Saton Rouge Daily Comet, June 2, 7, 1853; West Baton
capltollan vTs*a*yis, June 1, July 13, 1853,
Saton R o u g e ba'iTy Comet, August 4, 1854; New Orleans
Delta, August 5 , 1354.
Louisiana Acts, 1858, pp. 23*29,
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was selected; It met, organized, and then proceeded to con-*
struct the road to Grosse Tete.

They purchased a number of

slaves with which to do the work, thus effecting a saving in
contractual costs.

The road was surveyed by Louis Hebert,
47
the state engineer, and his assistant Louis WTotnowski.

The railroad followed the plank road.

It terminated at the

river between Charropin and courthouse streets of Fort Allen,
which was then the town of west Baton Rouge.
The work on the road progressed rapidly during the year
1856.

In June of that year grading of the road bed was well

under way, and by June £8 some 15 miles were completed and
contracts for laying the crossties were let.

The finances

of the company were in good shape for it reported liabilities
at 488,101.72 and assets amounting to 4104,520.68.

The com*

pany was able to negotiate a loan of $80,000 payable in ten
48
years*
Charles 8 . slack, president of the Board of Directors,
began laying track in January, 1857, but was delayed during
the next two months because of Inclement weather.

By April

1 eight miles had been completed; and the company, with its
thirty-six Negro slaves, was laying track at the rate of one
mile per week.

When the road was completed it consisted of

15,82 miles and had cost approximately $259,468.82.

In July,

1857, rolling stock comprised one locomotive, eight freight
cars, and two passenger cars; a train had made the trip daily
47 New Orleans Dally True Delta, October 7, 1866.
48 New Orleans Dally Delta, luhe 17, 1856; Baton Rouge
Advocate, June 26, T 6 5 e ; fiaton Rouge weekly Advocate, June 28 ,

W%6.
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since June 15*

49

West Baton Rouge arranged for another Fourth of July
celebration at Grosse Tete in 1857 to commemorate the com
pletion of the railroad*

The company furnished their trains

and cars to convey the people to the scene of activities*
Allen was prominent in the affairs of the day, being one of
the speakers for the occasion*
Charles s. Slack resigned as president of the board in
1858 and was succeeded by James Victor Duf&lde, who held the
50
position until after the war*
Gnder his efficient manage51
ment the road was extended to Livonia,
a distance of about
twelve miles from Grosse Tfite*

The company proposed to ex

tend the road to the Atchafalaya River and then to Alex52
andria,
but the outbreak of the war prevented its com
pletion until a much later date*

on January 4, 1862, the

road was completed for a distance of about 30 miles, and the
president reported it would reach the Atchafalaya River with53
in four months*
The finances of the company were In good order as late
as January, 1862, for it reported in that year total assets
of $274,691*89 against liabilities of $95,856*05*

It owned

49 Annual Report of the Baton Rouge, grosse T$te, and
Ogelouias 'Railroad Company, April 1* 1857 (Saton j^ouge,
50 Hew Orleans Picayune* October 26, 1858*
51 Livonia was a settlement at the head of the navigation
on Grosse T$te Bayou* It had a post office, a fine store,
and a number of public buildings in 1853* J. B. Johnson was
mayor of the town* Baton Rouge Daily comet, June 14, 1853,
52 Louisiana House Journal, i860, p. 54; Louisiana Acta,
1860, p* 209; Hew Orleans gaily Delta, March 4, 1860.
53 New Orleans pally True Delta, January 4, 1862.
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about eighty Negroes, and plows, wagons, and mules valued at
$117,000*

Tbe receipts for tbe year were $£5,000 and tbe

expenses were only $15,000, which indicated the company was
54
making a fair profit*
Tbe war wrecked tbe railroad and almost bankrupted the
oompany*

Duralde reported to Governor Madison wells in 1866

that tbe road bad been closed in 1865 and left to tbe ravages
of weather and floods which bad destroyed most of tbe tracks
and embankments*
*115 ,000*
of $89,000*

Tbe loss of the slaves was estimated at

He reported only $55,000 in assets and liabilities
55

Duralde resigned in 1866 and John Hill, who became
president of tbe company, attempted to get tbe road into
running condition once more*

Tbe debt was reduced from

$184,148*85 to only a few thousand dollars, and tbe road was
operating again by February, 1867*

Tbe levees broke, how

ever, and destroyed a large part of the track, which gave
the company another backset*

In 1668 Hill resigned as presi

dent and his son-in-law, Douglas C* Montan, was elected head
ftA

of the organization*

The company was set in order and the
57
road began operating once more*
54 Ibid*
55 Seport of Baton Rouge, Grosse T&te, and Opelousas
Railroad Company (Baton Rouge, 1866).
56 west fiaton Rouge Sugar Planter, August £1, 1869 5
Annual Report of Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas
KallroaTcSSany JBaEonTJofee,T56$T. TKe membe r s ^ r ^ E e
Board of Directors were James V* Duralde, John Hill, T* W.
Colwell, John Lombard, Henry M* Favrot, Thomas G. sparks,
and D* C* Mon tan. Duralde bad resigned and John Hill became
the president.
57 Annual Report of tbe Baton Rouge, Grosse T$te, and
Opelousas Railroad Company [id^on fiouge, 1890)•
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In the year 1854 Allen went to Harvard University to
58
study law.
He traveled by river boat and train via St.
Louis, Chicago, Wheeling, Washington, Baltimore, and Hew
York.

In the capital he had the pleasure of meeting presi

dent Franklin pierce and william L. Marcy, seoretary of
59
State.
Allen arrived in Cambridge in May and remained
there until July.

While attending the law school at Harvard,

he formed a very close friendship with Charles Greene, editor
an
of the Boston Post.
Very little Is known about Allen4a
school activities but during that summer one of Massachusetts
61
celebrated fugitive slave trials occurred.
The compromise of 1850 provided, among other things,
that the Federal government would assist slaveowners in re
covering their runaway slaves.

This law was anathema to the

58 Information supplied from Harvard University Alumni
Directory office.
59 Letters of "Guy Mannering" in Baton Kouge Daily comet,
May 25, June 1, 1854.
60 Mexico City Mexican Times, January 6 , 1866; Dorsey,
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 45.
61 There was another kidnapping case in Syraouse, New
York, in 1851-52, when William Henry alias Jerry was arrest
ed and held as a fugitive slave. The "Liberty party was
holding a convention in the city and a mob broke into the
jail, seized Henry, and sent him away to Canada. Henry w.
Allen, the United States Deputy Marshal, was arrested and
brought to trial for kidnapping. Gerrit Smith acted as
counsel for the state when the marshal was tried. Henry W.
Allen was from Missouri and not related to Henry Watkins
Allen of Louisiana. For information on this case, see Trial
of Henry W. Allen, U. S . Deputy Marshal, for Kidnapping,
with Arguments of Counsel
Charge of Justice SarvlnT on the
Constitutionality of the Fugitive Slave’
"Taw7~ln~TKe~supreme
Court of flew York T§Y*aouse, ISSfi)» copy availible in the
Library of Congress; New York Daily Times, October 2, 1851;
New York Dally Tribune, October 4, 1851; Cleveland Herald,
October 47 1051“ for "the identification of Allen, see
Miscellaneous Letters, MSS*, February, 1852, Department of
State, Jack Lawrence, u . S. Attorney, Northern District of
New York, to Daniel Webster, Secretary of state, February 7,
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abolitionists and a number or northern states in the 1650*s
enacted the so-called "Personal Liberty Laws** to nullify the
effect on the Fugitive Slave Act.

They required a jury

trial, provided for the use of the writ of habeas corpus,
forbade state officials to co-operate in apprehending sus
pects, and prohibited the use of local jails for confinement
62
of the fugitives.
Two Virginia oitiaens, Charles F. Suttle and William
Brent, came to Boston in Hay, 1854, claimed Anthony Burns as
their slave and had him arrested.

The Federal marshal placed

him in jail on May 86 and immediately the abolitionists in
Massachusetts protested vigorously,

Suttle and Brent were

arrested for kidnapping and placed under $5,000 bonds which
were guaranteed by Allen.

During the next few days much ex

citement occurred in Boston,
The abolitionists called a meeting of the American AntiSlavery Society to meet at Faneuil Hall,

This meeting at

tracted three or four thousand people and was led by such
noted abolitionists as Theodore Parker, Wendell Phillips,
Francis w. Bird, Stephen S. Foster, and William Lloyd
Garrison,

After a number of inflamatory speeches were made

the group adjourned to meet the next morning at the court
house, but just at that moment a messenger announced the
Hegroes were trying to force their way into the jail.

The

1852, in The national Archives.
62 Arthur c. Cole, The Irrepressible conflict, 1650-1865
(Arthur M. Sohlesinger and Dixan R. Fox JedsA A History of
American Life, 12 vols. J k m York, 19273) , VIIlT 19341, 273,

49
mob rushed over and attempted to enter the building; guns
were fired, windows broken, and doors battered, but no en
trance was effected.

However, during the disturbance James

Batehelder, United states Marshal, was killed.
At midnight two companies of the United states Marines
were brought in from the Boston naval yard to protect the
courthouse.

On Saturday about 500 people remained on the

courthouse lawn, but no further disturbances occurred.

At

the request of the attorneys the United States judge post
poned the case from Saturday until Monday.
On Monday the trial proceeded with Charles M» Bills and
Richard Danna, Jr., defending Burns, and B. F. Hallett,
United states district attorney, representing Suttle and
Brent.

Friday, June 2, Judge Edward Greely Loring decided

that Anthony Burns, a slave, belonged to the Virginia citi
zens and ordered him delivered into their custody.

The next

day Burns surrounded by about one hundred well-armed men and
guarded by & detachment of soldiers, was marched to the whaff
and placed on board a ship,

some 20,000 people thronged the

city to witness the affair.

Many buildings decked with

mourning were closed, an American flag was tied up and draped
across the street which B u m s traveled to the wharf, and
bells were tolled in many Massachusetts towns.
After the affair Allen wrote a letter in behalf of
Suttle and Brent to the Boston press thanking them for their
63 New York Herald, May 27-31, June 2-5, 1854; Boston
Post, May 23-31, June 2, 1854; New York Tribune, May 26-31,
------Tune 2-5, 1854.
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part In trying to secure a fair trial for the slave and,
also, commending the people of Boston and Massachusetts for
aa

their law-abiding attitude in the ease*

When the editors

of the Boston Commonwealth who had been criticizing Allen
continued to attack him and his southern slaveowning friends,
he wrote a spicy letter to them praising the southern system
and defending slavery*

He closed with some very pointed re-

marks about the lies and the lack of honesty of the editors.

65

Allen returned to Louisiana in the fall of 1854, and
three years later was elected to the lower House of the
Louisiana legislature.

Still inflamed over his experience

in Boston, he introduced, In February, 1855, a retaliatory
measure against one of the personal liberty laws of Massa67
chusetts,
The northern state’s law prohibited state of
ficials from aiding in arresting fugitive slaves and denied
the use of jails for detaining them.

68

Allen’s measure pro

posed a tax of 50 per cent on all articles manufactured in
Massachusetts and offered for sale in Louisiana and prevent
ed Massachusetts citizens from collecting debts in the state
64 Boston Post, June 5, 1854; New York Herald, June 4,
1854; West Baton Houge Capitollan yls-a-Via, lune 8, 1854,
quoting the New York Family Courier.
65 Baton Rouge Dally comet, August ©, 1854, quoting the
Boston PftHy Time si Boston gaily Advertiser, July 18, 1854.
66 Post, Chap. IV.
67 tfhls same year the Texas legislature made an appropriatlon for purchasing equipment for the state with the pro
vision that none of it could be manufactured in the state of
Massachusetts. General Laws of the Seventh Legislature of
the State of Texas l'Au3tInrigg8T 7 " E ^ ------- 81----------6& For a copy of the Massachusetts law, see west Baton
Rouge Sugar Planter. February £0, 1858; New Orleans Dally
True Delta,' February 16, 1858.
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courts of Louisiana.

69

The bill did not pass tbs lower House

and Allen was criticized by most of tbe leading papers in
tbe state for introducing suob a measure! but tbe Bossier
Banner tbougbt tbe resolutions were sensible and that Allen
deserved mucb credit for tbem.

Tbe editor remarked tbat

"sucb men as Col. Allen are wortb a host of union loving
70
cowards•*
In the same year Governor Robert G. Wiokliffe of Lou
isiana received from the Governor of Maine a set of reso
lutions adopted by the state legislature condemning the ex
tension of slavery.

These were sent to the Louisiana senate,

but the body refused them and instructed Governor Wickliffe
to return the resolutions to Maine.

The Louisiana Governor

wrote tbe Maine executive tbat "these resolutions are es
sentially aggressive and revolutionary in tbelr tendency and
aim, and seek tbe subversion of a compact which Louisiana
has plighted her faith to support and that Louisiana would
71
not place such in her archives
Tbe next year Allen became envolved with tbe federal
government when he was indicted for importing slaves.
made bond and prepared for the trial.

He

Two United States

marshals went to West Baton Houge, spent tbe night at Allen
dale, and the next day visited the neighboring plantations
69 Louisiana House Journal, 1858, pp. ££, 28; Baton
Bouge Bally Gazette and Comet, February 12, £7, 1858; New
Orleans~Baily Picayune, February 14, 1858; west Baton Houge
Sugar Planter, February £0, 1856.
t U West Baton Rouge sugar Planter, March 10, 1858 quoting
the Bossier Banner.
71 Louisiana senate Journal, 1858, p. 10; Acts and
Resolves of the S t a t e of Maine, 1857, pp. 58-0$T
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in an effort to seoure evidence against Allen*

When the

ease came up in the November session of the court, it was
necessary to postpone until Allen’s factor, Richard Nugent
and Company, and Captain Baranco of the steamer D. P. Kenner
could bring all their books and records into the court*

The

case was prolonged in the courts until 1861 when the out*
72
break of the civil War closed it*
In the session of 1860 Allen demonstrated very clearly
his political views on the question of secession and slavery
when he introduced a set of resolutions condemning the North
for sympathy with John Brown’s raid in Virginia*

The reso

lutions stated that Louisiana would stand by Virginia in the
event of further invasion and proposed an appropriation of
$25,000 as a gift to aid Virginia in fighting the battles of
the south*

They provided further that if a Black Republican

were elected president the Governor of Louisiana would call
immediately an election for selecting delegates to a southern
convention and that the Governor should ask the other south
ern states to oo-operate in such a movement*

The resolutions

failed to pass the lower House, but they were very indicative
of the feeling of Allen and the state rights Democrats in
73
Louisiana*
In the summer of 1859, after arranging for his candidacy
72 United states Circuit court Minute Books, VIII, 34,
45, 79, 185, 197-200, 270, in the Post Office Building, New
Orleans; west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, June 18, 1859;
New Orleans pally Picayune, May IB, 165ft.
73 Louisiana Bouse journal, 1860, p* 10; New Orleans
Dally True Delta, January 19, 24, 1860; New Orleans Dally
Crescent, January 19, I860; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette"and
Comet1, January 20, 1860.
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in the tall elections, Allen left on a trip to Europe.

He

made his way to New York and on July 5 sailed on the steamer
Persia in company with a number of distinguished people,
among them were Judah P. Benjamin, United states senator
from Louisiana, former Governor Paul 0. Hebert and his wife,
Charles D. Stewart and family of Points coupes Parish, pootor
74
Sol A. Smith of Hapides parish,
and Congressman George
Sustis of Louisiana and his wife.

Also on board were former

President Ignacio comonfort of Mexico, John Van Buren, and
75
0*Gorman Mahon, the Irish patriot.
Allen was introduced
to these people and wrote that with two of them he talked
politics and ”the other I entertained, in true west Baton
76
Houge style, with a small game of draw poker.”
While traveling in Europe Allen wrote letters to the
74 Doctor Smith became a member of General Kirby Smith’s
staff in the Trans-Mississippi Department. Post, Chap. IX.
75 Ignacio Comonfort (1812-1863), soldier and politican,
joined with Juan Alvarez to overthrow Santa Anna’s control
of Mexico in 1855. Comonfort became President and remained
in the office until foroed into exile in 1858. Franklin H.
Hooper (ed.), Encyclopedia Brittanies. VI, 140; J. Fred
Hippy* The United states 'and Mexico (New York, 1926), 168,
214-15; Henry B. Parkes*
iatory of Mexico (Boston,
1938), 227-41. Charles James PairIcF“MaM6h , better known as
O ’Gorman Hamon (1800-1891), was born March 17 in Clare
County, Ireland. He was associated with Daniel O ’Connell,
the Irish patriot, and aided him in winning the Clare county
election in 1828. O ’Gorman was elected to Parliament in
1830 and served intermittently until his death. He worked
with Charles Stewart Parnell for Irish Home Rule in the
1680’s. The Irish patriot traveled extensively in Europe
and America where he was entertained by the leading political
leaders. He participated in many civil insurrections in
Europe and South America. Dictionary of National Biography,
22 vols. (London, 1882-1922), xll, 778^79.
76 Henry W. Allen* The Travels of a Sugar Planter or, Six
Months in Europe (New York, 1861}
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Baton Rouge weekly Advocate describing with very choice
phrases the people he met and places he visited*

Upon

Allen's return they were assembled and reprinted under the
title, The Travels of a Sugar Planter or, Six Months in
77
Europe.
Some of these comments are worth reviewing be*
cause it gives us an insight to Allen's interests and cer
tainly acquaints us with his vast knowledge of literature,
art, and the customs of the time*
Allen arrived in Liverpool and then went to Belfast,
Ireland.

On his way he inspected the estate of Eaton Hall,

estimated to be worth at that time about two million dollars 9
He considered it one of the best and largest in Ireland.
St. Patrick's Cathedral claimed his attention because it
contained the remains of Dean Jonathan Swift, the writer.
Allen believed Swift's writings in defense of the Irish were
actuated more because he hated the English than because of
his love for the Irish.

While standing near Swift's tomb

Allen said, "I thought of the devoted, the ill-requited
Vanessa, the constant but unhappy Stella.

I thought of

Dryden and of Pope, of Addison and Steele, of Bolingbroke
and Gay, all of whom paid court to the mighty Dean, and
78
thought it an honor to be considered his friend."
On leaving Ireland Allen went to Scotland, where he
visited Robert Bums' home and the scenes of Scott's Lady of
77 These letters were published in the Baton Rouge weekly
Advocate, August-Deoember, 1859. Dorsey, Reoolleotion's off
Senry Y/atklns Allen, 45, said Allen went to,ITSurop#"to alcT*
the Italians in the war of liberation. The writer has not
found any evidence to substantiate such a conclusion.
78 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 9.
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the Lake, which he said were more beautiful than soott had
pictured in his writings*
Among the places Allen saw in Edinburgh was the home of
John Knox, who, he said, "was no temporising, milk-and-cider,
cream-cheese preacher*

He spared neither king nor queen,

priest nor people, but boldly lashed vice wherever found, in
79
pampered wealth or squalid poverty*1*
Allen spent much
time in describing the buildings, churches, and statues found
in the city of Edinburgh*

He thought the university the

best in Scotland and second to none in Europe*
When captain Allen was ready to leave Scotland for Eng
land, he left his traveling companion, Doctor Sol A* smith*
In London Allen registered at the Trafalgar Hotel, where he
met Shelby and Johnson, two gentlemen from Mississippi*

The

three engaged in a hilarious party and enjoyed themselves in
true American style by imbibing freely*

Allen said, "We oc

casionally get on a *burst* and astonish these phlegmatic
80
Englishmen very much indeed •**
While in London Allen vis
ited Hay Market, the Tower, Parliament, Westminster Abbey,
and nearby Hampton Court; then he took a trip down the Thames
in order to see the eight bridges which spanned the river at
that time*
The House of Lords was trying a case on appeal when
Allen visited it*

He thought Henry Lord Brougham, who sat

on the right of the chief Justice, resembled John Bell of
Tennessee and Judge Moore of St. Martin Parish, Louisiana*
79 Ibid*, 27.
80 I513*, S7*
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Allen believed there were only a Tew great statesmen or ora
tors in the aristooratio House of Lordsf but in the House of
Commons, which he visited frequently, there was much talent.
Lord Palmerston, the prime Minster, according to the Louisiana
sugar planter, was a man of great ability and Lord John
Bussell was "every inch a statesman,"

William K* Gladstone,

the chancellor of the Exchequer, had "no equal in Great
Britian for clear and concise logic, for pure and elegant
rhetoric,"

Allen thought that Lord John Russell looked very

much like the elder brother of Duncan F. Kenner of Ascension
Parish, and he said, "They are as much alike as two blackeyed peas or two bald-headed men possibly can be."

Benjamin

Disraeli, James Whiteside, John A, Roebuck, and John Bright,
Allen considered men of talent.

"John Bright? he said,»was

a large, fine looking, stout man, resembling somewhat Toombs,
of Georgia,"®'*’
Allen* s visit to Westminster Abbey disturbed him be
cause the remains of Lord Nelson and John Bunyan were not
there.

He believed they were the most Influential men of

their time.
While in London Allen was entertained by the writer,
Doctor Samuel warren,

on a Sunday he heard the celebrated

Charles H. Spurgeon preach to about six or eight thousand
people who had assembled in the Surrey Gardens music hall,
Allen said, "He took his text, ... and without note or com
ment, or memorandum, kept his congregation spell-bound for
81 Ibid., 43-44.
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two hours.”

The Louisiana sugar plantar had a unique experience
while visiting London,

one morning during his stay there

he decided to Ylsit Billingsgate, or the Fish Market; so he
made a hurried trip down to the place.

Driving along the

Strand on his return he noticed a familiar figure walking
briskly along the street.

He juiqped from his cart, ran over,

and walked along with the man for a few steps until he felt
sure that it was his English friend, Prescot, who came to
Louisiana each year to buy sugar, then Allen slapped him on
the back and said;
”Eow are you, old fellow, You don’t know me, do you!”
"No, sir, I don't know you,” replied the stranger.
•Why, is it possible you have forgotten me?
never been to Baton Rouge?

Have you

Don't you know Dan Hickey? Don't

you recollect our balls at Brule's Landing?

Look at me well.

Don't you know Allen?”
The stranger replied with much reserve;
"No, sir, 1 have never been to west Baton Rouge; I don't
82 Ibid., 61, 78. Samuel Warren (1807-1877), author,
lawyer, member of Parliament, and a staunch defender of the
established church, was recognized in the decade of the
1850's as one of England's leading writers. Two of his best
known works are Ten Thousand a Year and passages from the
Diary of a Late Physician. Dictionary of National Biography,
XX, Sernas. “ “diaries riaddon spuri'^ori"(1534-1842) was the
elder son of John Spurgeon, an independent minister. Charles
attended school at Colohester, Maidstone, and Cambridge. He
became a baptist in 1850 and began preaching at the early
age of sixteen years. His oratorioal ability soon made him
famous throughout Ragland. Spurgeon was invited to preach
at Surrey Cardens music hall where occasionally as many as
ten thousand people heard him. At the age of twenty-two he
was the most popular preacher in England. Ibid., XVIII,
---841-43.
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know Dan Hickey; I don’t know anything about the halls of
Bfule’s Landing; I have looked at you well —

I don’t know

Allen.*
When Allen learned the gentleman’s name was Lord
Palmerston, he was astonished, and took off his hat to the
distinguished statesman, asked forgiveness for his very rude
act, and explained that he was only visiting in London.
Palmerston exohanged a few pleasant remarks with Allen and
83
invited him to visit Parliament while in London.
Doctor Smith, Allen’s traveling oompanlon, who had
arrived in London, hurried him off for Paris on August 13 in
order that they might view the triumphant entry of Louis
Napoleon on his return from the wars in behalf of the Italian
people.

They arrived in time for the return of the French

army, and Allen said, "We saw a sight the like of which will
never again be witnessed in this world.
84
troops, Napoleon entered Paris,n

With 100,000 veteran

In Paris Allen visited the ohurches, parks, and public
buildings, which he enjoyed thoroughly.

He described the

Palace of Luxembourg as the most gorgeous of all Parisian
buildings.**5
On his way from France to Switzerland Allen went to
Dijon in the province of Burgundy, where he found the most
83 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 44-45; Mexico City
Mexican Times, December Td7~I5ff5.
84 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 63.
85 Ibid., 67. 3orsey7 Recollections of Henry Watkins
Allen, 45, 48, said she visited with Allen in Paris and that
he spent the morning hours studying French under a tutor and
went sight-seeing in the afternoon.

m
delicious wines that oould be had in all the world*

They

contained a flavor, he marked, that could not be duplicated,
neither oould the wines be transported and still retain the
delightful flavor.
In strassburg the Louisiana sugar planter almost had a
duel with a Frenchman over a very minor affair.

Allen ac

cepted the challenge and was ready to give "satisfaction"
86
when the police intervened and stopped them.
Allen spent several days enjoying the beautiful mountain
scenes around Lucerne, Geneva, and Zurich.

He thought the

scenery of the Alps was unsurpassed in any country and that
the descriptions of it were inadequate.

From Geneva Allen

wrote to his old friend, Reverend zebulon Butler of port
Gibson, Mississippi, and inclosed a sprig of fern which he
pulled from a tree that grew over the grave of John Galvin,
He remarked in writing to his old Presbyterian friend that
Galvin*s faith was his parents* choice and that it would
always remain his religion.
He traveled down the Rhine River and described it as a
"beautiful stream, about the siae of Red River."

Allen be

lieved the wines produced along the river were fine, espe
cially the rare Johannlsberg brand.
At Antwerp Allen was especially interested in the paint
ings in the art gallery and remarked that "No modern artist
has ever equalled the rioh coloring of Rembrandt and Rubens,
86 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 239-42; J. 0.
Robertson, "Henry WatHns A l l e n T n Contemporary Review
(London, 1866-), VIII (1868), 36.
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or the soft, silky touch of Murillo and Raphael,"

87

From

Antwerp he went to Aix*la*Chapelle, to Brussels, and to the
battle field at Waterloo,
In Holland Allen was attracted by the lowness of the
land and the problem of maintaining the levees.

He observed

the locks at the mouth of the Rhine and, in his letter to
t*ie Advocate, described their method of operation.

He

thought the people of Holland had done a fine job of holding
back the Rhine and the ocean, and stated that the people of
Louisiana could do just as good a job fighting the Missis*
sippi River,

Allen urged that the levee system of Louisiana

ought to be placed under the control of the state and sup*
ported from a general fund.
The Louisiana traveler said the women in Holland were
down right pretty for "they all look fresh, clean, and
healthy.

True they have broad flat feet and round chubby

faces, and can’t say a word, but the eternal yaw — ^ yaw — —
QQ
still, I like the Butch gals."
Allen passed through Leyden on his way to Berlin, where
he called upon his friend, fidward Butler of Iberville Parish,
who was attached to the legation, and was entertained in
true Louisiana style.

He visited in Dresden and Vienna,

where in the Austrian arsenal he saw their artillery wagons
and baggage trains.

Allen thought It was a shame for the

Austrians to have so many very fine wagons because they
87 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter. 115.
8 8 ibid., i i r a r

------------
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oould be used for hauling sugar cane, a much better purpose
than hauling cannon balls and powder.

In commenting upon

war Allen said, "I much prefer to fight crab-grass coofcleburs, to mortal men of flesh and blood; and suoh modest un
pretending tools as the plough, the hoe, and the spade, are
muoh more congenial to my nature than broadswords, smooth89
bores, and graple-shot."
The sugar planter was always ready to attend the opera
or other fine entertainments and did not miss an opportunity
to hear a good program.

He attended the operas in France,

England, and Germany, and in Vienna he was fortunate In being
able to attend a band concert of Strausfs at a fashionable
resort in the suburbs.
In Italy Allen visited Trieste, Milan, Venice, Padua,
Verona, Solferino, Turin, Alessandria, and Genoa.

He thought

Victor Emmanuel was very popular and held in deep affection
by his people, but they were all against Napoleon for not
liberating them from Austrian control.

He traveled by boat

from Genoa to Leghorn, and spent a few days visiting the art
galleries, the leaning tower, and the cathedrals in Pisa and
90
Florence. In Florence Allen was the guest of Hiram Powers,
the American sculptor, and while visiting in the city he met
two Englishmen who remained his companions until they com
pleted their sojourn in Italy.

The Englishmen were William

Forsythe, an eminent lawyer of London, and Reverend J. C.
89 Ibid.. 151.
90 frost, Chap. V.
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Robertson, a scholar and minister.

91

On the trip from

Leghorn to Home the two Englishmen discovered that Allen was
a willing talker, and without muoh encouragement he told
them about Amerioa and that he was a sugar planter from
Louisiana; he also remarked that he had engaged in a number
of duels or "difficulties” but that he always fought in be
half of someone else.

In Home, which Allen described as

"a one-horse place,” the Englishmen saw very little of their
traveling companion during the day; he rushed about from one
place to another seeing Home as only Americans could see it.
They thought Allen saw more in five days than any Englishman
92
oould see in three weeks.
Allen described the Tiber Hiver as a small, muddy
stream, about as wide as the Atchafalaya, at Simmesport,
Louisiana, but not so deep.

He said it was ”a filthy-looking

stream, and I should think a very congenial place for log
gerhead turtles and mud cats.
93
river. It smells too bad.”

There is no poetry about this

Leaving Home Allen traveled by boat to Marseilles and
went to Paris and London.

On the trip to Marseilles he

contracted a fever which made him quite sick all the way to
London, and for several days after his arrival he was in a
critical condition.

Forsythe visited Allen while he lay ill

and did muoh to comfort him; also Beverly Tucker, United
91 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter. £06; Robertson,
"Henry Watkins Alienj^in loo.'’oit.t 36.
9Z Robertson, "Henry Watkins"Allen,” in loo, cit., 36.
93 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter. 2117“
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States eonsul at Liverpool, did much to aid him during his
94
illness♦
Allen recovered sufficiently to return to the
United States late in November.

He arrived in Boston on

November S3, still very weak and suffering from M s recent
illness.

Early tbe next month he was in West Baton Bouge

and wrote his last letter to the Advooate concerning the
European trip.

It compared the United States and England

and concluded with a budget for such a trip as he had taken.
He thought one could make a ninety day trip to Europe for
$1,000 if he did "not risk his money at cards in a strange
95
land."
Although in poor health, Allen plunged into public life
once again.

His first work was to assist in getting the

Industrial Fair Association ready for its exhibition in I860.
This organization was composed of citizens in Hast and West
Baton Rouge who had organized for the purpose of encouraging
agriculture and industry in Louisiana.

Allen, vice-president

94 Ibid., 227; Robertson, "Henry Watkins Allen," in loc.
cit., 3$. Nathaniel Beverly Tucker (1820-1890), Confederate
agent, the son of Henry St. George Tucker, was born in
Winchester, Virginia. Be was educated at Richmond Academy
and the University of Virginia. Beverly engaged in business
for a brief period in Richmond and then went to Washington
as editor of the sentinel. In 1S57 he succeeded Nathaniel
Hawthorne as consuX at Liverpool. When Virginia seceded
from the Union, Tucker returned and became agent for the
Confederacy. He visited Europe and Canada in the Interest
of the southern cause but was thwarted in all of his efforts.
After the war he was accused of complicity in the plot to
murder Lincoln and for a time the government offered a re
ward of $25,000 for him. He spent a number of years travel
ing in England, Mexico, and Canada but returned to the
United states in 1872. Dictionary of American Biography,
XIX, 37-38.
-------------- ----------95 Allen, Travels of a Sugar Planter, 246-49.
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of the Association, was a member of tbe committee to purchase premiums for tbe fair and was also on a committee to
secure a charter from tbe legislature for tbe Association*

96

In March of the following year tbe first exhibition was held
on the grounds of the United States barracks north of tbe
city of Baton Rouge.
success by everyone.

It was well attended and pronounced a
97

During the summer of 1860 a permanent organisation was
effected for the Fair Association.

It was capitalized at

#100,000 with shares selling for #100 each.

Allen was one

of the first to buy stock in the Association, and by August
98
over thirty members had purchased shares.
The legislature
granted a charter for the organization In 1861 and named the
99
first Board of Directors;
however, the outbreak of the war
interrupted the work of this organization before it held
another exhibition.
In 1859, under tbe leadership of Allen, tbe Louisiana
Historical Society was re-organized.*’00

Tbe preliminary

96 Baton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, December 8 , 1659,
January 18, I860.
97 Ibid., March 12-16, 1860.
98 ibid., August 3, I860; Hew Orleans Dally Picayune.
August 9, 1660.
99 Louisiana Acta, 1861, pp. 37-39.
100 The first society in Louisiana was tbe Historical
Society of Louisiana, organized May 9, 1835. Henry Adams
Bullard addressed the group at its second meeting in January
the following year when he was elected president. This
society had a very short life but It was re-organlzed under
the influence of Judge Franpois Xavier Martin in 1846 who
served as president until his death in December of tbat year.
H. A. Bullard was chosen president and served until bis death
in 1651. During the next few years there does not appear to
have been an active organization. Walter Prichard (ed.),
"Henry Adams Bullard: First President of the Louisiana
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meeting was held In June in the capital; Allen was elected
president pro tempore and George A. Pike of Baton Houge was
appointed secretary*

A committee was appointed to prepare a

constitution and by-laws for the organisation; then the group
adjourned and accepted Allen's invitation to dinner in the
Gem Saloon.

101

In the following month they adopted the pro-

posed constitution and elected Charles Gayarra president.108
Allen secured permission from the state for the sooiety to
hold its meetings in the capital and was instrumental in
securing a charter for the Society*
ter members*

He was one of the char

Allen introduced a resolution in the legis

lature requiring all Notarial and colonial Hecords in the
city of New Orleans to be deposited with the State librarian
in Baton Houge.

At the meeting of the Society in February,

1860, the charter was accepted and Gayarr^ made president,
Allen, first vice-president, and Daniel D* Avery, seoond105
vice-president*
At the second anniversary meeting of the
Society, held in the oapitol in 1861, Allen was made presi
dent, Avery, first vloe-president, and S* M. Hart, second
104
vice-president*
The work of the society was soon brought
Historical society," in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XIX
(1936), 7-8*
101 West Baton Houge sugar Planter, June 23, 1859; Baton
Rouge Daily Gazette and comet* June &1, 1839*
102 West Baton Houge Sugar Planter, July 23, 1859* The
other officers were John Perkins, Jr., first vloe-president,
Daniel D. Avery, second vice-president, Reverend T. Castleton,
corresponding secretary, George A. Pike, recording secretary,
?• M. Kent, treasurer, and Henry Droz, state Librarian,
curator.
103 Ibid*, February 18, 1860; Baton Rouge pally Gazette
and Comet,February 16, I860; Louisiana House~?ournai,
I860, p. 109; Louisiana Acts, 1860, pp, 5-7, 95.
104 West Baton Rouge sugar Planter, February 16, 1861;

to a close by the outbreak of the civil War.
In 1361 the people of Texas Instituted a search for two
guns known as the "Twin sisters**.

They were the only pieces

of artillery which General Houston had In the battle of San
Jacinto, April SI, 1836, when his army defeated Santa Aniia.
The guns were brought to Louisiana when Texas was admitted
into the Union in 1846 and stored at the Federal arsenal in
Baton Rouge; later they were sold for scrap iron.

Allen in

stituted a search for them and located one at the foundry of
Hill and Markham in Baton Bouge, and 0. A. Brusle of Iber
ville found the other one in St. Gabriel in Iberville Parish.
The Louisiana legislature under the leadership of Allen ap
propriated money to have these mounted and returned to Texas.
William F. Tunnard, well-known iron worker in Baton Bouge,
mounted and engraved them.

On March 4, 1861, Allen, Brusle,
105
and William G. Austin presented them to Texas.
The Texas
legislature in 1862 adopted resolutions thanking the state
of Louisiana for the gift and resolved "That it is our de
sire to cultivate and perpetuate the friendly relations that

now exist between this State and the State of Louisiana and
should an occasion occur in which it will become necessary
for Texas to use the »Twin sisters*, in defense of the right
Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, February 13, 1861.
105 Louisiana House Journal, 1061, p. 35& letter of
George Williamson to h. W. Alien; Alexandria Louisiana
Democrat, May 26, 1366; Plaqtiemine Iberville Gazette and
Sentinel. April 6 , 1861. These guns were given "to Texas by
the people of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1836. They were cast by
Miles Grenwood, a noted ironmaster, of Ohio. Stephenson,
Texas and the Mexican War. 75.
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of Louisiana, Texas, or any other State in the confederacy,
and to repel the invasion of a despot, the sons of Texas
will he ready to man them, and remain hy them until the in106
vaders of our common country shall be driven from our soil*”
The "Twin sisters'1 were lost before the close of the Civil
War and, although there have been many reports concerning
107
their location, the guns have not been found.
106 Qeneral Laws of the Ninth Legislature of the state of
Texas, W 2 " ( l o u a E o n 7 1 M 5 ) 7 3 5 7
-----------------------TO? 2. W. Winkler, "The 'Twin Sisters' Cannon, 1836-1865,"
in Southwestern Historical Quarterly (Austin, 1897-), XXI
{1917-18), 61-681

Chapter IV
LOUISIANA POLITICS,

1852-1861

from 1830 to 1860 local politics in Louisiana were
often decided by the issue of "American" versus "Creole",
but on national questions during the period of "personal
polities" the people followed Jackson or Clay.

After their

followers had aligned themselves on national issues into
Democrats and whiga, respectively, the people of Louisiana
1
affiliated with one or the other of the two groups.
The
sugar growers, needing a protective tariff, supported the
Whigs, whose strength centered in New Orleans and the sugar
growing regions, although a large number of voters in the
Red and ouaohita River valleys also affiliated with the
party.

The Whigs and Democrats were about evenly divided

in the decade proceeding midcentury, but in the 1850*s the
Democrats gained control of the state legislature and all
state offices.

On national Issues the Whigs divided into a

Northern or "Conscience" group and a Southern or "Cotton"
faction.

In Louisiana the party declined rapidly after 1850

and was replaced by the American, or Know Nothing, party.
The American party appeared first in Louisiana early in
1835 when the "Natives" in New Orleans organized to oppose
2
the foreigners.
The organization, also called Know
1 For a discussion of Louisiana politics in the decade of
the 1850fs, see James K. Greer, "Louisiana Politics, 18451861," in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XII.(19280){, 381416, 555-6TCT; x T:l!( 17301'“67-lfS7"SB7-303, 444-483, 617-654.
2 W. Darrel overdyke, "History of the American Party In
68
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Nothings, became important after 1854, when they replaced
the Whigs as the leading opposition party in the State*

By

1859 or 1860, a substantial number affiliated with the south
ern Democrats on national issues which dominated state poli
tics at that time; others allied themselves with the new
Constitutional Union party.
The year 1852 was a very busy time for the Louisiana
electorate because they were called upon to elect repre
sentatives to a constitutional convention, presidential
electors, a full ticket of state officials, and to vote upon
a proposed constitution.
The Whigs, who were in power, elected 85 out of 126
delegates to the constitutional convention and had no dif
ficulty in controlling the work of the organization.

When

the convention assembled at the capltol on July 5, Duncan
F. Kenner from Ascension was elected president and John E.
3
Layet, secretary.
Judah P. Benjamin, recently elected
United States senator, acted as floor leader and was able
to complete the work of the convention in less than four
weeks.

The convention liberalized the suffrage require

ments, modified office qualifications by removing property
requirements, apportioned representation in the legislature
hy population instead of qualified voters, and provided for
Louisiana," ibid.. XV (1932), 581-08; XVI (1933), 84-91,
256-77, 409-2S7~e08-27.
3 New Orleans pally Picayune. July 10, 1852; Journal of
the convention toFo r m a iSew donstltution for the State oT~
Louisiana (New *5rleans, IBS’
S) , 4. cited hereaT^er as
journal "of the convention.
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the biennial election of all state officials except the
governor, lieutenant governor, and secretary of state, who
served for four years*

Judges were made elective for the

first time in the history of the state, a simplified method
of amending the constitution was recommended, and, to en
courage internal improvements, liberal laws for joint-stock
companies were proposed.

The convention completed its work

July SI, and submitted the constitution at the November
election.

At the same time voters were also called upon to
4
elect presidential electors.
Both Louisiana parties were in the field early in 185£.

The Democrats held their first large meeting June £6 in New
Orleans, and John Slidell, one of the state*s prominent
e
Democrats, gave the principal address.
As the Whigs had controlled the constitutional con
vention and were in possession of all state offices, they
were confident of carrying the state.

They held their

ratification meeting in New Orleans early in July and Sena
tor Benjamin addressed the group.

Later they sent Randell

Hunt into Rapides Parish and Benjamin into the Attakapas
country as stump speakers for the campaign.
Allen had been very active in the Whig party during the
1840*a while a lawyer, planter, and legislator in Missis
sippi; so when he became a sugar planter in Louisiana, it
4 Ibid.. 90-100.
5 Sew'Orleans weekly Delta, June £8 , 185£; New Orleans
Dally Picayune, JuneSv, 1&5S.
o New 6rletms weekly Delta, July 4, 185£; New Orleans
Daily Picayune, July 2," September 15, 1858.
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was natural for 111m to continue a member of that party*

His

ability as an orator and his readiness as a debater quickly
won him & plaoe on the speaker's platform at all party meet
ings and public gatherings*

Within six months after his

arrival in west Baton Kouge Allen was on the stump for the
Whigs,

on October 2, 1852, he was the principal speaker at

a Whig barbecue in Plaquemine, whither he had gone by boat
with a number of friends from JSast and West Baton Rouge par
ishes*

The following week it was reported that Allen scored

"a complete triumph" in a political debate with Edward White
7
Robertson, a Democrat, at Brusly Landing.
He was a speaker
at virtually every important Whig meeting in the central
part of the state during the presidential campaign*
The chief opposition to the new constitution centered
in the method of apportioning representation which gave the
Whig planters with a large number of slaves too much lnS
fluence In the government*
However, the constitution re
ceived a majority vote in twenty-six parishes and was adopt
ed by over 4,000 votes in a total of 34,372 ballots.

Rati

fication support came from both parties because the Democrats
carried the state in the presidential election by only 1,400
9
votes*
Both political parties called state conventions im7 west Baton Roug# Oapltolian Vis-a-yis, October 2, 6 ,
13, 26, 30, 1852.
8 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, September 4, 8 , 1852; New
Orleans Daily True ttelta, botober 3, 1852; New Orleans
Daily Picayune,1 November 3, 1852.
9 New Orleans weekly Delta, November 28, December 15,
1852.
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mediately after the adoption of the constitution and select
ed tickets for the December election.

The Whigs assembled

in Baton Bouge late in November and named Louis Bor del on,
state auditor from Avoyelles, as their candidate for gover
nor after Randell Hunt, well-known lawyer of New Orleans,
declined the nomination.

John Ray of Ouachita was nominated

for lieutenant governor.*0

Paul 0. Hebert, a Creole farmer,

and W. W. Farmer of Uhlon Parish were the Democratic nomi
ll
nees for governor and lieutenant governor, respectively.
The brief period for campaigning and the inadequate
transportation facilities prevented the candidates from
making a state-wide campaign.

Their work was confined for

the most part to New Orleans and the southern part of the
state.

The Whigs advocated railroad building and other in

ternal improvements, but more or less rested upon the
laurels won in securing the adoption of the constitution.
The Democrats advocated state aid for public works, rail
roads, common schools, and a shorter term for judicial of
ficials.
After a short and listless campaign the Democrats elect
ed a complete state ticket.

They gained control of the

10 Baton Rouge Dally Comet, November 50, 1852; New
Orleans Dally Picayune, December £6 , 1052; New Orleans
Weekly Delta, December 5, 1852. other candidates were Daniel
D. Avery, secretary of state; R. N. Ogden, attorney general;
John S. Layet, auditor; George c. McWhorter, treasurer; and
Thomas B. Thorpe, superintendent of education.
11 New Orleans Weekly Delta, December 5, 1852; Baton
Rouge Dally Qomet, December £, 1652. other candidates were
Andrew 3 . Herron, secretary of state; Charles E. Grenaux,
treasurer; Isaac E. Morse, attorney general; and J. N.
Carrigan, superintendent of education.
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legislature by electing fourteen of the twenty-three sena
tors and fifty-one of the eighty-two representatives,
12
received a majority of 2,030 votes.

Hebert

Louisiana's first important political event of the year
1853 was the election of a United states senator to occupy
the seat vacated by Pierre Soule, who had resigned in April
13
to become minister to Spain.
The Democrats were in con
trol of the state political organisation, the legislature,
and all state offices; but there was a bitter fight growing
within the ranks of the party.

Although Soule had been for

a number of years the leader of the Democratic group, John
Slidell had, in the late forties, made his Influence felt
among the party leaders and was ready to challenge Soule's
leadership.

To bring peace and harmony within the ranks of

the party, there were efforts to make Slidell minister to
one of the Central American countries; but by declining the
appointment he thwarted these plans to get him out of the
state.

In the Democratic caucus Slidell was opposed by

Governor Hebert, Lieutenant Governor Farmer, and former
Governor Alexandre Mouton.

However, Slidell won the nomi14
nation on the eighth ballot,
and the Democrats, being in
12 Hew Orleans Weekly Delta, January 16, 1863; Hew
Orleans Daily Picayune, January 19, 1853.
13 Hew Orleans Weekly Delta, April 19, 1853. Although
the constitution of 1852 limited the regular term of the
legislature to sixty days, an exception was made for the
first session because the convention had anticipated more
work for the assembly than usual; therefore the legislature
had not adjourned when souls resigned his place in the
Senate.
14 Hew Orleans Dally True Delta, April 28, 1853; Hew
Orleans Daily Picayune, May 4, 1853.
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control of the legislature, had no trouble in defeating his
15
opponent, Theodore G, Hunt, the Whig nominee.
Two years
later Slidell was re-elected to the position by defeating
the Whig candidate, Judge John Moore from St. Martin Parish.

If

In the year 1855 both parties placed oandidates in the
field in each of the four congressional districts, and In
the nominating conventions both groups showed signs of dis
sension.

In their strongest district, the second, which was

oomposed of the sugar regions, the Whigs had a hard fight
before the convention at Donaldsonville in August could
nominate Theodore G. Hunt of New Orleans.

The rural parishes

opposed Hunt because he was from the city which had both
Tfait.d States senators.17

In the ensuing campaign Allen,

David N. Barrow, and Philip winfree, Jr., did excellent ser
vice for their party in the parishes of Iberville, Avoyelles,
and Bast and West Baton Rouge.
The election returns placed three Democrats and a Whig,
18
Theodore G. Hunt, in office.
After the results were an
nounced, the usual cry of stealing, fraud, and graft in the
election was voiced by the press in various districts, but
at this time Charles Gayarre, the defeated candidate in the
15 New Orleans pally Picayune, May 4* 1853; New Orleans
Dally Crescent, May 4, 1&53.
16 tiew Orleans Dally Picayune, January 84, 185®.
17 New Orleans Weekly~Delta, July 24, August 7, 1853;
New Orleans Pally tirescent, August 3, 1853.
18 New Orleans Dally picayune, November 10, 17, 1853; New
Orleans Weekly Delta, November 27, 1653; Baton Rouge Daily
Comet, December 4, 1853. Judge William Dunbar defeated
tiharles Gayarre in the first dlstriot, Hunt won over James
Davis in the second, John Perkins, Jr., won over Preston
Pond, Jr., In the third, and Charles Jones won over John
Blair Smith in the fourth district.
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first district, startled the state by publishing a pamphlet
in which he exposed the corrupt election methods in the city
of Hew Orleans.
Before the election of 1855, the disintegrating Whig
party was replaced by the rapidly growing American or Know
Nothing organization.

In July the Americans met in New

Orleans to name their state ticket.

Charles Derbigny of New

Orleans won the nomination for governor over such candidates
as Charles H. Watterman of Orleans, william Christy of New
Orleans, and John Ray of Ouachita,

other candidates select

ed were Lewis Texada, Rapides, for lieutenant governor;
Robert G. Beale, Bast Baton Rouge, for secretary of state;
James Tic tor Duralde, west Baton Rouge, for treasurer;
Walter Rossman, Claiborne, for auditor; Randell Hunt, New
Orleans, for attorney general; and 0. D. Stillman, Ouachita,
for superintendent of education.

Thus the first complete

American party state ticket represented every section of the
state.

The party platform called for a retrenchment of ex

penditures, a more efficient and economical administration
of the Department of Internal Improvements, expansion of the
educational system, and more stringent regulation of immiBO
gratlon.
19 Charles Gayarre, Address to the People of the state on
the Late Frauds Perpetrated at lEe Election held on TE@~7tE~
of November, 1853, lii theCily of New Orleans (Mew Orleans,
T553T; lew orleana^’paTIy Crescent, December26, 1853; West
Baton Rouge Capitollan fls-a-frfs, December 38, 1853; Baton
Rouge Weekly~c5omet, November 157 1853.
20 Hew drleans pally crescent, September 5, 1855; Baton
Rouge pally Qomet,~TuIy 7,’ 1655; New Orleans paily picayune,
July 6 ," 1855; Hew Orleans Paily Delta, July 2-6," 10S>5.

76
The Democrats had assembled in June with their usual
factional differences in the convention*

Slidell*s faction,

the old line group, was led by John M. Sandidge, speaker of
the House.

The younger and more aggressive faction was led

by Robert C. Wickliffe, president pro tempore of the Senate.
Wickliffe won the nomination for governor, and Charles Mouton
received the second place on the ticket.

The platform of the

Democrats proclaimed loyalty to the Union, endorsed the
Kansas-Nebraaka Act, and declared opposition to the Know
SI
Nothings and their secret organization.
In the congressional nominations of that year, Allen
was favorably mentioned as the American party candidate for
the third district.

The New Orleans crescent referred to

him as a gentleman, a scholar, a fine writer, and a man of
much practical experience*

The Baton Rouge Comet said, "The

Col. is a polished gentleman; one both worthy and well
qualified* and being *a planter9, he is Identified permanentL
ly with the interest of Louisiana." Other candidates men*
tioned were G. B. N. Wailes of Concordia, Preston pond, Jr.,
of Bast Feliciana, and Governor Hebert, but when the dis
trict convention assembled in Vidalia on July 28, Pond was
nominated,

George Bustis, Theodore G. Hunt, and William B.

Lewis were named in first, second, and fourth districts,
respectively.

22

21 New Orleans Weekly Delta, June 28, 1855; New Orleans
Dally Delta, June 20, 22, TS65; Baton Rouge Dally Comet,
J u n e 20, 1855.
22 Baton Rouge Daily Comet, July 12, 1855; New Orleans
Dally Crescent, July 6 , 28, 1855.
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When the Vidal la meeting did not nominate Allen for
Congress, the state senatorial district convention selected
him to oppose the Democratic candidate, Bennett Barton
S3
Simmes of Points Coupee.
The campaign was a spirited one, especially for Allen
and Simmes in the senatorial distriot.

Allen spoke at St«

Franolsvllle, Whitakers springs, and Creenwell springs.

On

August 19 Allen, speaking at Points Coupe^ oourthouse, op
posed Simmes in a speech which held the audience spell-bound
for two hours.

A few days later the New Orleans Crescent

reported that a meeting at Brusly Landing was closed by
Allen in a speech replete with power and eloquence, which
had a "most happy effect upon his hearers."

The paper

stated that the Colonel was doing yeoman service and de£4
served much at the hands of the American party.
The campaign caused much rivalry in the city of New
Orleans and in the rural parishes.

Torchlight parades, bar

becues, and music added to the interest and attendance of
these gatherings.

In July the Democrats met in New Orleans,

where wickliffe, Moise, and Herron spoke before a large as
sembly.

They criticised the Know Nothing party for its

secret organization and made political capital of its antiCatholic position.

The speakers deprecated the dissolution

of the Whig party and urged its members to join the Demo23 Baton Houge Dally Comet, August 10, 1853. Allen was
referred to frequentlyas captain or Colonel.
24 Baton Houge Dally Comet, August 10, 1855; Baton Houge
Democratic Advocate, August 16, 1855; Baton Rouge Weekly
Advocate, August 3o, 1855; New Orleans Daily Crescent, "July
21, September 4, 8 , 20, October 24, 1855.

78
cr&tic ranks.

85

The Snow Nothings entered the campaign of 1855 handi
capped because of their treatment at the national convention
86
in June*
But they were determined to overthrow the Demo
cratic machine and went about their campaign in a very
serious manner.
late in July*

A large demonstration was held in New Orleans
william M. Perkins was president of the meet

ing; Charles Derbigny, candidate for governor, George Bustis,
87
congressman, and Albert Pike were the principal speakers.
The party expected and invited Senator Benjamin to enter its
ranks since the Whigs had dissolved, but was disappointed
when he declined to declare openly for the party.

88

The approach of election day brought much excitement
and many disturbances throughout the state.

Riots in New

Orleans and fights in the rural parishes intensified the
campaign*

The Democratic press practiced the old political

trick of publishing daily in their papers long lists of
withdrawls from the know Nothing party.

On election day

New Orleans had a number of fights when foreigners were
denied the right to approach the polls, and in two places
OQ
the ballot boxes were destroyed by the mobs.
85 New Orleans Weekly Delta, July 88, 1855; New Orleans
Daily Crescent, July So, 15557 New Orleans Dally Picayune,
July 25,' 1855 .
26 Louisiana sent six delegates to the national con
vention. Charles Gayarre, one of the representatives, was
a Catholic and was not admitted as a delegate to the nation
al meeting. New Orleans Weekly Delta, June 17, 1855.
87 New Orleans Weekly Delia. July 15, 1856.
28 Ibid., August 3-5, X855? New Orleans Dally Ploayune,
Augu8t~TT"1855.
---- -------29 Baton Rouge weekly Advocate. August 9, 50, September
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The election returns placed the entire Democratic state
ticket in office*

The vote for governor gave Wickliffe

22,388 and Derbigny 19,417 votes*

The Democrats elected

forty-seven members to the lower House and ten senators,
giving them a majority in each House*

In the congressional

races three Democrats and one American were elected.

Eustis

(American) won over Albert Fabre; Miles Taylor defeated
Hunt; Davidson won over Pond, and sandidge defeated Lewis In
the first, second, third, and fourth districts, respectively?0
The political pot began to boll early in 1856, when
Hebert, the retiring governor, and wickliffe, the incoming
executive, called attention to the corrupt conditions in the
New Orleans elections during the past few years and sug
gested that something should be done to regulate them.

The

legislature investigated the election of the sheriff in New
Orleans and found reasons for expelling him from office*
The Senate expelled three members of the American party from
New Orleans and the House expelled one member from New
31
Orleans because of election frauds*
The first election held in the state during the year
was for the city officials of New Orleans in June.

The

13, 27, 1855; New Orleans Dally Picayune, October 3, 31,
1855; New Orleans Weekly Delta, November 11, 1855.
30 New Orleans Daily True Delta, December 4, 1855; New
Orleans Daily Picayune, November 18, 18, 1855; Opelousas
das courier * December 8 . 1855; Baton Houge Weekly Advocate,
frovember 17, 1855*
31 New Orleans Dally Picayune, January 84, 1856; New
Orleans Weekly Delta, January 87, February 3, March 30, 1856;
New Orleans Bally crescent, March 87, 1856.
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The American party demonstrated its strength when it elected
32
Major Charles M. Watterman and won all the other contests.
The chief Interest In the state during the year was the
presidential election slated for November.

The Democrats

met in Baton Rouge in March with their members divided as
usual under the two leaders, Soule and Slidell.

The con*

vention elected representatives from the Soule faction to
33
the national convention.
The American party parish organizations held meetings
in the spring to name representatives for a state convention.
In west Baton Rouge, Allen, Henry M. Pavrot, Dan Hickey, and
Joachim Alllett, all former Whigs, were elected delegates to
34
the state meeting scheduled to meet in Baton Rouge,
The
convention assembled in June with about 273 present, chose
John Waddill of Natchitoches president, and selected a num
ber of vice-presidents, among whom was Allen.

After Bernard

Harlgny of New Orleans addressed the convention, it adopted
resolutions favoring Millard Fillmore and A. j. Donelson as
candidates for president and vice-president, respectively.
The convention elected an executive committee, abolished all
secret organizations, and adopted the platform which had
been formulated at the Philadelphia meeting in February.
The meeting closed with an address by Allen, who, according
32 New Orleans Dally Picayune. June 3, 1836; New Orleans
Dally True Delta, Wnie 3 ,' l8o6 .
33 l/ew Orleans Dally Picayune. March 12, 1856; Baton
Rouge weekly Advocate, March 15, 1836; New Orleans Daily
---True Delta."TfiffgETX; 12, 1656.
34 'west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 17, 1856.
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to a Baton Bouge paper, "made one of those *telling1 speeches,
for which he is remarkable•"
An effort was made by a number of the old line Whigs to
resuscitate their party in September, when they called for
meetings in New Orleans; however, they were unable to effect
an organisation which could compete with the two parties in
the state.

After a number of meetings, each having a small

attendance, the Whigs gave up the idea of reorganizing their
♦ 36
party.
The campaign brought forth much oratory on the Kansas*
Nebraska bill but Louisiana appeared apathetic toward the
issue.

More interest was manifested in the state on the

Cuban question because it had greater possibilities for the
37
people of Louisiana.
The election returns were a source of much pleasure to
the Democrats because In the past four years they had de~
feated the Whig party in both state and national eleotions
and now they had defeated the Americans in their first bid
for the state9s electoral vote.

Buchanan polled 22,164 and

Fillmore 20,709 votes; although the majority was small, the
38
Democrats had carried thirty-four parishes.
35 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter. May 31, June 7, 21,
1856; Baton Rouge Pally Advocate, June 17, 1856; Baton
Rouge Dally Comet, June 17, 1856; New Orleans Daily
C r e s c e n t June 18, 1856; New Orleans Dally Delta, June 20,
1856*
36 New Orleans pally Picayune, October 12, 28, 1856; New
Orleans Weekly Delta, September 28, 1856.
37 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, August 16, 23, October
4 , 25 , 30, 1856: Baton Hodge flaijy""0oiaet. September 16,
October 3, 28, 1856; Baton Rouge weekly Advocate, September
27, 1656; New Orleans Daily Crescent, August 15, September
18, October 7, 1856; New "Orleans pally picayune, September
13, 1856.
38 New Orleans Dally Crescent, November 25, 1856; Baton
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The year 1857 was another busy time for the voters in
Louisiana because it was necessary to elect congressmen»
certain state officials, members of the lower House, and one
half of the state senators.
The Democrats took the field first,

fiarly in Hay they

held their state convention in Baton Rouge and nominated
Edward W. Robertson, auditor; R. A. Hunter, Rapides, treasur
er, and W. I. Hamilton, Natchitoohes, superintendent of
education.

They endorsed the administration, and condemned

the American party for its secrecy and Its anti-catholic
39
stand.
Within a few months every parish and senatorial
district had nominated candidates for the legislature.
Charles J. Villere, Miles Taylor, Thomas 0. Davidson, and
John Sandidge were nominated for the congressional districts.
The American party assembled a large and enthusiastic
convention in Baton Rouge on June 9 to nominate candidates
for state and congressional offices.

They nominated Frank

Hardesty of East Feliciana, Joseph w. Walker, St. Mary, and
W. A* Lacy, Caddo, for auditor, treasurer, and superintendent
of education, respectively.

The convention adopted reso

lutions condemning the misrule of the Democratic party with
in the state and authorized the appointment of a state ex
ecutive committee.

After the state convention adjourned,

the delegates assembled in their respective district con
ventions and nominated George Sustls, Hew Orleans, Glendy
Rouge pally Comet, November IB, 1856.
39 New Orleans pally Picayune, May 19, 1857; New Orleans
Paily Delta, May 10, £0,1856; ’
N ew Orleans Weekly Delta,

June Bl, 1857.
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Burke, Hew Orleans, George W. Watterson, Livingston, and
William H. Sparkea, Jackson, for first, second, third, and
40
fourth congressional district candidates, respectively,
A few days after the state meeting adjourned Allen was
nominated by the West Baton Houge Parish convention as a
candidate for the state legislature, receiving fifty-one
votes to seventeen for his opponent, Frame A* Woods.

In

announcing the nomination, the West Baton Houge sugar Planter
said Allen was "known all over the state as a brilliant and
beautiful speaker, and emphatically a man of our times, our
parish will feel a pride in her selection to represent her
in the General Assembly.*

Allen defeated his Democratic

opponent, S. B. Trinidad, by a decisive vote in the fall
41
election.
The chief excitement in the campaign occurred In the
third congressional district, where the Democrats, because
of dissension, had two candidates, L. J. Sigur and Thomas G.
4S
Davidson. They were opposed by George W. Watterson,
After a close and bitter fight Davidson retained his place
in Congress.

Two other Democrats, Miles Taylor and John

Sandidge, and George JSustis, American, from the first dis
trict, were re-elected.

In the state elections the Demo

crats won all the state offices and elected a majority in
40 Baton Houge Weekly Gazette and Comet, June 15, 1857;
Hew Orleans Daily greacent, June 10",' IB, 18575 Baton Houge
Daily Qazetteana Oomet. June 10, IS, 1857,
ft west Baton Rouge sugar Planter. July 4, October 10,
1857; Baton Houge Dally Gazetie and Comet, July 10, 1857.
42 Hew Orleans Weekly PioayuneT~Ootober 5, 1857.
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both Houses of tbs legislature,
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a fact which was very im

portant because of the approaching senatorial election*
The Democrats anticipated no trouble in controlling the
state politics in 1839 if they could compromise their dif
ferences*

The split between Slidell and Soule had continued

to grow until it had almost divided the party within the
state, and the senatorial election of 1859 demonstrated
clearly how dangerous it was for the organization*

Senator

Benjamin had indicated that he might retire at the expiration
of his term, opening the field for other candidates*

Before

time for the election he agreed to stand for re-election to
hold the party together*

The rural parishes, growing rest

less under the leadership of the Hew Orleans group, were
ready to offer their own candidates for the position*

North

Louisiana wanted congressman John M. Sandidge, and central
Louisiana pushed the candidacy of Henry M* Gray*
The Democrats had a majority of twenty-five in the joint
assembly and therefore had only to agree upon a candidate
before entering the election*

They spent two days in caucus

at Baton Bouge before they nominated Benjamin*

This was

done, however, when the followers of Gray failed to attend
the caucus.

When the legislature convened for the election,

Grayfs followers placed his name before the group and a small
number of Americans nominated Handell Hunt*

Allen and four

other members of the American party voted for Benjamin, en
abling him to get the required majority.

The vote was

43 Hew Orleans Weekly Delta, November 21, 1857;
Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, November 7, 1857•

West
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Benjamin 57, Gray 50, and Hunt 5,
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Early in June the Democratic party met in Baton Bouge
to select a state ticket for the fall elections.

The meet

ing was well attended from every section of the state, and
the first business of the convention brought a test vote on
the strength of the two forces in the Democratic party,
Slidell*s group wanted W, W. Pugh of Assumption named for
chairman, and the Soule faction nominated G, W, Munday of
East Feliciana,

The election of Pugh was the signal for the

triumph of the Slidell faction in the Democratic party.
They probably named their most representative ticket for the
state offices: Thomas 0, Moore, a well-known planter from
Bapides Parish, was nominated governor; and Henry H. Hyams
of Hew Orleans, for lieutenant governor,

other places on

the ticket went to the parishes of St, Landry, Iberville,
45
East Baton Rouge, Hew Orleans, and Jackson.
The American party did not call a state convention be
cause many of its members had joined the ranks of the Demo
crats, but there was an opposition group which met in Hew
Orleans the second Monday in September and selected a state
44 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, January 89, 1859;
Baton Rouge pally Gazette and oomeTT January 86, 1859;
Louisiana Acts, 1859, pp. 6-7; Louisiana House Journal,
1859, p. 15; Hew Orleans Dally Picayune, January 25,
»
1859; Hew Orleans Dally Delta", January 26, 1859; Hew
Orleans Dally Orescent, September 14, 26, 1859,
45 Hew Orleans Dally Picayune, May 27, 28, 1859; Hew
Orleans Dally Crescent, May 87, 28, 50, 1859; Baton Rouge
Daily Gazette and Comet, June 28, 1859, other candidates
were Thomas /. siemmes, attorney general; B. L. Defreese,
treasurer; Edward W. Robertson, auditor; Pliny D, Hardy,
secretary of state; and Henry Avery, superintendent of
education.
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ticket*

Thomas J. F/ells, Rapides, was selected for first

place; and John Raj, Ouachita, was nominated lieutenant
governor.

They adopted resolutions opposing Slidell and his

policies and condemning the extravagance of the Board of
46
Public works and the corrupt elections*
In each of the congressional districts the Democrats
named candidates who were opposed by Independent candidates.
In the first district a division within the ranks of the
Demoorats brought three candidates into the race,
Allen went to Europe in July, 1859, and did not return
until December; but he and his friends took care of his
nomination before his departure.

The West Baton Rouge sugar

Planter announced in April that he was a candidate for the
legislature and urged the people Irrespective of party to
support hlm,*^
The campaign caused less exoltement throughout the state
than any one held burlng the decade.

The Demoorats were sure

of victory from the beginning because the opposition ticket
was weak and did not have a complete state organisation,
Allen was elected in November without opposition.

The Demo

crats won all the state offices by the largest majority that
any Democratic party had ever polled in Louisiana,

They

also retained control of the legislature and elected three
46 New Orleans Dally Crescent, October 14, 1859; New
Orleans weekly Delta, September 16, 1859,
47 West Baton lio'uge Sugar Planter, April 30, 1859, The
West Baton Rouge Police lury on riarch 24 adopted a resolution
expressing its appreciation of the able manner in which
Captain Allen had discharged his duty as a representative from
the parish, west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, April 9, 1859,

Wf

congressmen.

J* B. Bouligny, Independent, won in the first

district because of a division within the ranks of the Demo*
crate*

other congressmen elected were Miles Taylor, John M.
46
Landrum, and Thomas 0* Davidson*
By I860 the Democratic party was hopelessly divided on
national issues into a Slidell faction, or Southern Rights
party, and a Soule faction, which later became the oonsti49
tutlonal Union party*
Many members of the American party
joined with the Soule faction for the election of I860, but
Allen preferred to follow the southern Rights party.

His

first attendance at a Democratic meeting was at Brusly
Landing on February 20, 1860, when he was elected as one of
the West Baton Rouge delegates to the state convention which
had been called to meet In March at the capitol to elect
50
delegates to the national convention*
The Democratic convention was probably the most repre
sentative that had been held in Louisiana for many years
because it contained members from every political faction,
old and new Democrats, old line yjhigs, and Know Nothings*
Further, all but one of the parishes had delegates present*
The Baton Rouge Gazette and Comet, in reporting the con
vention, said, "We noticed in the crowd many old and familiar
faces of by gone times representing various shades of politi
cal or rather personal differences.1^
48 Hew Orleans Dally Delta, November 20, 1859; New
Orleans Dally Picayune, January 15, I860; New Orleans
Weekly Delia, November 26, 1859*
t9 wilile Malvin Caskey, Secession and Restoration of
Louisiana (Baton Rouge, 1938), 1-2.
50 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, February 25, 1860*
51 Baton Rouge PallyHg&zetie antT"comet, March 6 , 1860;
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The convention elected Albert G. Carter president, and
he appointed a committee on credentials*

on the first day

of the meeting a number of anti-Slidell delegates were re
jected; and although much objection was raised, the fight
was not carried to the floor of the convention.

The dele

gates adopted resolutions expressing admiration for the
Northern friends of States' Rights, endorsing Buchanan's
administration, and declaring that the constitution pro
tected slavery in the territories.

The convention refused

to adopt a resolution pledging the Louisiana delegates to
support the candidate named at the Charleston meeting, but
they instructed the delegates to vote as a unit and to adhere
to the two-thirds rule.

They refused to instruct the dele

gates to vote for Slidell for president, but they did say
that the "Democrats have utmost confidence in Slidell."

The

convention agreed that if a Black Republican were elected,
Louisiana ought to confer with her sister states on the
52
welfare of their future.
The delegates elected to the
convention were Bmile Lasers, Richard Taylor, Augustus
Talbot, R. A. Hunter, SffIngham Lawrence, F. H. Hatch, John
Tarleton, D. D. Withers, lames MoHatton, Charles Jones,
Benjamin W. Pearce, and former Governor Mouton.
The Louisiana representatives, under the leadership of
Mouton, took an active part in the Charleston meeting.

They

New Orleans Daily True Delta. March 6 . I860; New Orleans
Daily Delta .TEgotfTr*BTTOTo .
52 Mew Orleans Dally Delta. March 6 , 7, 8 , I860; New
Orleans Dally Ploayune, March 6 , 7, 1860; New Orleans Dally
True DeliaV "March 6 . 7. 8 , I860; West Baton Rouge sugar
Planter, March 10, 1860; Alexandria Louisiana Democrat.
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aligned themselves with William L. Yancy, who led the Alabama
delegation; and when the deadlock over the platform occurred,
53
they followed the Alabama leader out of the convention.
This news was received in Louisiana with mingled emo
tions*

The commerical leaders of New Orleans called a mass

meeting for May 18 to ratify the action of the charleston
delegation.

The response was gratifying, for a large number

attended and those who spoke expressed the belief that the
delegates had pursued the only course left open to them.
They adopted resolutions saying that it was not necessary
to call another state convention to elect representatives
54
to the Baltimore meeting.
The Douglas group, opposing the action of the Louisiana
delegation, had called another mass meeting in New Orleans
on Hay 8 .

Colonel Isaac Morse presided at the gathering and

made one of the addresses; other speakers were Michael Hahan
and Christian Hoselius.

They opposed the action of the

Louisiana delegates at Charleston because it was the first
55
step toward disunion and disorganization.
The Douglas
faction, under the influence of Soule, called a state-wide
meeting at Donaldsonville for May 19.
March
53
B°ug®
Dally

When the group

81, I860.
West Baton Houge Sugar Planter, May 18, 1860; Baton
D&fly Ga*®bte end Comet, May 10, 1860; New Orleans
Delta, May 10, T 86TT; Hew Orleans Dally Crescent, May

f, i860.
54 New Orleans Dally Delta, May 18, 13, 1860; Dwight L*
Dummond, The secession Movement, 1860-1661 (New York, 1931),
126; Baton Rouge Weelcly gazetteend Cornell, June 4, 1860.
55 New Orleans Dally Delta, Ntay'T2,1880; Baton Rouge
Dally Gazette and Comet, May 30, 1860; New Orleans Daily

fHe Deita;~SayT.~I8ro.

---*
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assembled, they elected delegates to the Baltimore convention
56
and indicated their preference for Douglas’ nomination*
The West Baton Rouge Demoorats met at Brusly landing on
June 2 and adopted resolutions approving the action of the
Charleston delegation.

Allen was on the committee to draw

up the resolutions of the group and In a vary stirring ad
dress reported them to the meeting.

Then they appointed a
57
parish executive committee consisting of seven members.
During the presidential campaign of I860, John C.
Breckinridge, John Bell, and Douglas had organizations in
Louisiana; and all of them stirred up much excitement before
the November election.

The Breckinridge ticket carried most

of the rural parishes but ran third in New Orleans.

The

Bell-Sverett ticket was first in New Orleans, and the Douglas
faction, which drew most of its vote from the city, was sec
ond.

The final vote for Louisiana gave Breckinridge,
58
22,681; Bell, 20,204; and Douglas, 7,625.
Within a few weeks after the presidential election,
Governor Moore began receiving memorials and petitions ask
ing him to call a special session of the legislature.

When

the Governor was convinced that the people of Louisiana
wanted a special session, he called it to meet early in
De camber.^
56 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter. June 9, 1860; New
Orleans Dally Delta. June S,' 1860; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette
and Comet, June 9. 10. 1860.
57f West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, June 9, I860.
58 New Orleans DailyTPl^yune, December 6 , 1860; New
Orleans Dally Crescent, December 4, 1860; Baton Rouge Dally
Gazette and comet, December 5, I860.
5$ West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, November 15, 1860;
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Ike extraordinary session convened In Baton Rouge
December 10, and in a harmonious and conciliatory spirit com
pleted its work within three days.

The legislature arranged

for a convention, provided for a Military Board to organize
and equip the militia, and appropriated $500,000 for its use.
On December IB Allen introduced Wirt Adams, commissioner
from Mississippi, who addressed the joint session and urged
the legislators to oall a convention to co-operate with his
60
native state.
The chief issue in the election for the convention held
on January 8 , 1861 was immediate secession or co-operation.
Before the convention assembled two weeks later it was evi
dent from the returns that the immediate secessionists had a
majority.^
The legislature met in regular session two days before
the convention assembled.

Governor Moore, in his annual

message, indicated the action the convention should take.
He gave soma attention to the normal report of the state,
stating that the finances, the banks, the railroads, and the
military affairs were in good order.
time on the question of secession.

Then he spent much
The Governor was oon-

Hew Orleans Daily Delta. November 8 , 1860; New Orleans
Dally Orescent, November 16, BO, 1860.
So Sew Orleans Daily True Delta, December 11, I860; New
Orleans pally Oresdent, December II, IB, 1860; New Orleans
Dally Delta, December 14» 1860; Caskey, Secession and
Restoration of Louisiana, 20; Louisiana Acte, I M o T e x t r a
session), 8-77
61 New Orleans pally Crescent, January 8 , 18, 1861; New
Orleans pally True Delta, January 18, 1861; New Orleans
Dally Delta, January 11, 1861; Caskey, secession and
Restoration of Louisiana, Bl-28.

93
vinced the people wanted secession and urged the convention
63
to exercise Its sovereign powers.
The convention assembled in Baton Rouge January 33 with
133 members present and 7 delegates absent.

Former Governor

Houton was eleoted president by a large majority, and J.
Thomas Wheat of New Orleans was made secretary by a unani
mous vote.

The delegates heard letters read from members of

Congress and then invited former Governor John 1. Manning of
South Carolina and Governor John A. Winston of Alabama to
address the convention.

These commissioners painted a beau

tiful picture for the future of the Confederacy and made
eloquent pleas for Louisiana to join with other Southern
states by electing delegates to the Montgomery convention.

63

A committee of fifteen, with John Perkins, Jr., of
Madison as chairman, was appointed to prepare a resolution
on secession.

On January 35 the committee reported an ordi

nance to dissolve the union between Louisiana and the United
64
States.
The proposal did not go unchallenged, for three
members of the convention introduced resolutions calling for
different procedures.

Joseph A. Rosier of New Orleans pre-

63 Louisiana Bouse Journal. I860, pp. 6-8 ; Governor
Thomas o. Moore’s "Annual Message**, in Legislative Documents,
1861; New Orleans Dally True Delta, January 24, 1861; N e w '
Orleans Dally Picayune, January 34, 1861.
63 journal of tne official Proceedings of the convention
of the State'"of~Louisiana (New prleans, 18ffl)V I , 5» 15#
Cited hereafter as Convention Journal. See also New Orleans
Dally True Delta, January 36, 1661"; frew Orleans pally Delta,
January 26f T M 1 ; New Orleans Daily Picayune, January 267
1861.
64 Convention Journal, 10; West Baton Rouge Sugar
Planter, January 36, 1861; New Orleans Dally Crescent,
January 36, 1861.
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seated a resolution asking tor united action on the part of
the Southern states in lieu of separate action by Louisiana.
Barnes 0* Fuqua of Bast Feliciana wanted joint action with
the other Southern states and argued that it would he dis
astrous for Louisiana to secede because its commerce would
be ruined and cotton would no longer be king.

Charles

Beinvenue of Orleans introduced a resolution asking for the
submission of the secession ordinance to a rote of the
65
people.
All were defeated and on January 26 the secession
ordinance passed by a vote of 117 to 13.
signed by 121 members of the convention.

The ordinance was
66

The Crescent

said, "By a vote almost unanimous, and with calm dignity and
firm purpose, Louisiana resumes her delegated powers, and
escapes from a union in which she felt that she could no
longer remain with honor to herself and her sister states of
67
the south**
When the official vote of the convention was
announced, Allen, carrying the flag of the state, entered
the hall, followed by Governor Moore, colonel Braxton Bragg,
Reverend W. E. N. Llnfleld, Methodist pastor, Father Hubert,
and other distinguished officials.

This group "was received

with waving of handkerchiefs by the daughters of Louisiana,
and perfect hurricane of applause from her gallant sons."
Appropriate dedicatory services were held, and then a rocket
Convention Journal, 10-23; Hew Orleans Daily Crescent,
January 26, 186l; Baton Rouge Dally Gazette arid cornet^
January 26, 1861.
66 Convention Journal, 18; Hew Orleans Daily True Delta,
----**---------January "27,“ 1861 .------67 Hew Orleans Dally Crescent, January 27, 1861.
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was sent up from the capital grounds, the signal for the
raising of the Pelican flag and the firing of guns, indicat
es
Ing that Louisiana was now a sovereign state.
The convention authorised the Governor to appoint com69
missloners to Texas,
where a convention was scheduled to
meet January 83.

On January 86 the delegates adjourned to

meet three days later in New Orleans.

The convention re

mained in session, except for two short recesses, until
March E6 when it adjourned sine die.
When the convention resumed its work in New Orleans it
elected delegates to the Montgomery meeting, where the
1
70
Confederate government was heing organized.
They author
ized the siezlng of about $418,311.52 in the United States
mint in New Orleans and the transfer of $147,519.66 from the
customhouse funds to the Confederacy.

The convention adopt71
ed an oath of allegiance, a state flag,
and resolutions
favoring the election of Jefferson Davis and Alexander H.
Stephens.

They passed ordinances relative to the organi

zation of the state government, military defense, operation
of the postal system; Issuing of bonds, organization of
Convention Journal, 18; west Baton Houge sugar
Planter, February 8 , 1661; Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and
Comet, February 2, 1061.
$5 Governor Moore appointed George Williamson of Caddo.
70 Delegates elected were Charles Iff. Conrad, Duncan F.
Kenner, Henry Marshall, Sdward sparrow, John M. Perkins, and
Alexander DeClouet. convention Journal, 20-23; New Orleans
Dally True Delta, February 1, I83TI
™ Convention Journal, 47-48. The flag had thirteen red,
white, and blue stripes. In the upper left corner was a red
field with a yellow star in the center.
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banks, tbs election of members to Congress, and ratified the
7Z
Confederate Constitution.
Early in February when Louisiana’s senators, Benjamin
and Slidell, heard of their state’s aotion, they delivered
their valedictory speeches and resigned from the Senate.
Three congressmen, Thomas G. Davidson, John M. Landrum, and
73
Miles Taylor withdrew from the House of Representatives.
7£ Ibid.| £5* et* seo*
73 Congressional Globe, 35 Cong., & dess., 7B0-2J&;
Orleans^PailyQreaoehi, February 11, 1661.
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THE LEGISLATOR,

1858-1801

Allen entered the Louisiana legislature at its session
in 1858.

He, being a fluent orator, an excellent debater,

and capable leader, was able, during bis four years of ser
vice, to take a leading part In formulating the polices of
the legislature.

He was seldom absent from the sessions

and, thanks to his ability, was able to secure much desirable
legislation for his parish and state.
In the first session Allen served on four standing com
mittees; Public Buildings, Parochial Affairs, Federal Re
lations, and Banks and Banking,

However, in the next three

sessions he was not a member of the committee on Parochial
Affairs,

The only time Allen held a chairmanship of a

standing cosa&lttee was that of the Federal Relations commit
tee in 1860, but he was chairman of numerous special commit
tees,

On many occasions he presided over the House when it

sat as the Committee of the Whole, and his name occurs fre
quently in the House Journals, thus indicating an active
part in the work of the assembly,**

When General Winfield

Scott came to Baton Rouge in 1859, Allen was a member of the
joint committee which invited that distinguished visitor to
address the state Assembly,

Allen was prominently mentioned

for the speakership before the meeting of the legislature in
St
1860, but because of poor health he did not seek the place,
1 Louisiana House Journals, 1659-1861.
B Hew orleanlTTSriy feresoont, December 14, 1859;

Monroe
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He was chairman of the inauguration committee in I860; and
through his influence a special committee# of which he be
came the chairman, was appointed by the speaker in that ses
sion to revise the rules of the House.

Having Joined the

ranks of the Democratic party in 1859, Allen played a con
spicuous part at the regular meeting of the legislature, but
in December he assumed the role of administration floor
leader and guided most of the bills through the special ses
sion.

In 1861 he continued to direct the affairs of the ad

ministration in the lower House.
In 1646 the legislature had voted to move the capital
from Hew Orleans to Baton Houge and ordered the construction
a
of suitable buildings to take care of the state government.
It assembled in 1850 for the first meeting in the new eapltol
at Baton Houge*

Kany members of the body were not content

for the capital to remain in Baton Rouge, and during the
next decade there were numerous attempts to return It to Hew
Orleans; consequently, very little was done toward land
scaping and beautifying the capital grounds.

The legislature

made a small appropriation in 1854 to make certain repairs
4
to the buildings and in 1855 over $30,000 was appropriated
to erect an iron fence and to oonstruot brick walks around
K
the buildings.
One of the first major improvements to the cap l t d was
Register. December 29, 1859.
5 Louisiana Acts, 1846, pp. 4, 9; 1848, pp. 118, 128.
4 Ibid., 1854, pp. 145, 162; Baton Rouge Daily Comet,
---- ----AugusT~5I, 1854.
5 Louisiana Acts. 1855, p. 265.

96
the Installation of gas lights in 1837 by Daniel R. Tighe of
Baton Rouge.

When Allen, of the Public Buildings committee,

recommended the payment of $6,000 to Tighe the Senate ob
jected because it thought some irregularities had taken place
in connection with the contract; however, the differences
were settled and the amount paid.

6

The following year the legislature ordered the rotunda
of the building remodeled to Increase the visibility of the
7
building*
They also recommended the placing of Hiram
Powers* statue of George Washington in the center of the
A
rotunda*

6 Ibid., 1837, p. £46; 1838, p* 94; Louisiana House
Journal* 1858* pp. 34, 38, 66, 79; Baton Rouge Daily gazette
and Comet* March 9, 1838; Hew Orleans Dally picayune *
February £, 1838.
7 Louisiana House Journal* 1838, p. 31; Louisiana Acts,
1859* p. 187; baton Rouge Dally Gazette and comet* Jufie So,
1858.
8 Baton Rouge Dally Gazette and Comet, December £8, 1858;
January 5, 1839. In'1848 the legislature authorized the
governor to contract with Hiram Powers for a full length
marble statue of George Washington to be placed in the capltol at Baton Rouge. It was oompleted and delivered to the
state in 1854. The next year the legislature appropriated
$15 ,000 and authorized the governor to have it placed in the
capitol* When the building was remodled in 1658, the statue
was placed in the center of the rotunda, where it remained
until carried away by the Federal army when it evacuated
Baton Rouge in September, 1862. Louisiana Acts* 1848, p.
82; 1848 (extra session), 46; Baton RougeHBatly Comet,
October £1, 1853, June 9, August 17, 1854; Louisiana Acts *
1855, p. 197; Hew Orleans Daily Delta* December 9, 1858; “
February £0, 1859; Hew Orleans DalXy"True Delta, September
17, 136E. Powers (July 29, 1805-June W $ 1873), sculptor,
was born near Woodstock, Vermont* His family moved to Ohio,
where he, beginning at the age of seven years, worked in
various industries. Powers was engaged in the wax works of
Dorfeuille’s Western Museum in Cincinnati, 1829-1834, and
while ea^loyed there he discovered his ability to make like
ness of pictures and individuals. In 1834 he moved to
Washington, began work in portraiture, and before leaving
the city he completed busts of Chief Justice Marshall, Andrew
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Few improvements had been made on the grounds since the
ereetlon of the building; therefore, it was necessary to
terrace the rough hillside of the oapltol grounds, construct
additional walks, and plant shrubs and flowers.

This work

was authorised by the legislature in 1357 but nothing was
done until the following year,

William £, Sale of Baton

Rouge was chairman of the legislative committee for Public
Buildings from 13S8 to I860, but Allen was probably more
interested in the work than any other member because he gave
muoh attention to the supervision of it.

After the legis-

lature adjourned in 1361, Allen made a trip to Ouba to pro-*
9
cure plants, seeds, and trees for the oapltol grounds.
The work of terracing, grading, and leveling the capitol grounds began in September, 1858, and was completed
early the next year.

The landscaping and planting of the
10
shrubs and trees was directed by Thomas Affleck,
who came

Jackson, John C. Calhoun, and Daniel Webster,
The young sculptor, with the aid of Nicholas Longworth,
moved to Italy in 1637, His forst work was "Bve before the
Fall*; then followed the famous "Greek Slave", One of the
sit copies of the latter is now in the Corcoran Gallery in
Washington, Later he did statues of Washington, Webster,
Calhoun, and Edward Everett. From his studio in Florence he
made about 150 portraits busts in marble.
He erected a beautiful home in Florence, where he reoeived many famous American and English tourists. Among them were
Longfellow, Bryant. Browning, and Dickens, Allen visited him
while on his trip in 1859, Adeline Adams, "Hiram Powers," in
Dictionary of Amerloan Biography, XV, 158-160; "Concerning
Hiram Powera* statue of Washington Hade for the state of
Louisiana before the civil War and Destroyed by Fire in wew
Orleans During the Louisiana State Fair in 1878," in
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, II (1918), 878-75.
9 Dorsey, ^collectionsor Henry Watkins Allen, 48; Hew
Orleans Dally^rue pelta,""April
1851; Hew brleans Daily
Crescent, ISrll 'Ig, 1861
10 fhoaas Affleck (1818-1868), agricultural writer, editor,
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to Baton Rouge in 1859 at the request of the Public Buildings
cssoamaittee.

The cost of the beautification program was

$14,290.14; lillton Powers was paid $1,259*80 for grading and
terracing; Affleck, $2,750.00 for landscaping; James Movey,
«S ,944*85 for altering the roof for light; H. A. Rhanman,
$1,225*70 for painting the inside of the building and putting
in glass windows; and H* 0* Huff, $85*00 for special police
serriee*

A sun dial was pur chased for $25.00.

11

Allen took great pride in his work about the oapltol
buildings; and once when a friend asked him why he devoted
so much time and attention to them, he replied that he was
18
"building a monument of evergreens and flowers."
To in
sure protection and proper care of the shrubs, Allen secured
a gardener and placed over the grounds as a policeman the
15
sergeant-at-arms of the House.
The people of Baton Rouge
were taking too many liberties with the grounds during the
spring of 1859; so Allen and Sale asked the City council of
Baton Rouge to take action against the damaging of the
and horticulturist, was born in Scotland. He came to America
in 1832 and after living in Hew York and Pennsylvania, he
went to Indiana and later lived in Ohio* In Cincinnati
Affleck became editor of the Western Parmer and Gardener.
About 1842 he went to Mississippi, engaged in Taming, established a commercial nursey, and wrote for a number of news
papers. In 1857 he moved to Washington County, Texas, where
he purchased a farm. Affleck did much to improve the plant
life and live stock breeds, and was recognised as one of the
progressive farmers of the south. Cl&ribel Ruth Barnett,
"Thomas Affleck," in Dictionary of American Biography, I,

110- 11.

11 Louisiana House Journal, 1856, p. 51; 1859, p. 64;
Louisiana Acts, I S M , p. 246; Hew Orleans Daily Picayune,
February 15, 1858; Baton Rouge Daily Gazette a n O o m e i ,
September 80, 1858; March 5, 10597
12 Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Advocate, January 83, 1867.
13 Louisiana House Journal. 1889, p . 68; Louisiana Acts,
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buildings and grounds.

14

By the middle of the summer the

plants, shrubs, and flowers were growing luxuriantly, and
the loveliness of the place attracted each day the people
15
of Baton Houge.
One of Allen's first proposals as a legislator had to
do with the boundary controversy which began in 1828 between
West Baton Bouge and Iberville parishes.

In that year the

legislature enacted a law which provided that the people
living along the Grosse Tete and Maringouin bayous would re
main under the jurisdiction of Iberville Parish until a
"good and practicable road" was constructed from the Grosse
T$te region to the Mississippi Biver, terminating not over
thre. all., from the West Baton Rouge courthouse.16

Thie

settlement appeared to be a satisfactory one in the early
nineteenth oentury because the few people living in those
sections used as their ohlef means of transportation, the
bayous flowing into Bayou Plaquemine and the Mississippi
Biver; moreover, the sugar industry in those fertile lands
was not very important at that early date.

However, by 1857

there were numerous plantations on both sides of these bayous
1859, p. 204; I860, p. 51.
14 Baton Bouge Weekly Advocate, May 1, 1859.
15 Baton Rouge M i l y Gazette and Comet, July 87, 1859;
January 18, 1860. After the invasion of the Federals in
1868, the gates to the grounds were left open and many of
the plants were taken by people or trampled by horses and
cattle. The iron fence and the seats about the grounds were
broken or carried away. Hot until 1664 was any attempt made
to restore the oapltol grounds, when lieutenant D. W. Bowan,
provost guard at the place, stopped this destruction and
began a restoration. Baton Bouge weekly Advocate, March 26,
1864.
16 Louisiana Acts, 1888, p. 92,

1GJ2
producing large sugar crops annually and paying a large
amount of taxes each year*
During this period the people of Iberville Parish had
coaplaeently enjoyed their profitable relations with the
Grosse T$te section without spending any money to give them
an all-weather road to Plaquemine.

About six months during

the year the bayous Inundated certain areas between Plaquemine
and the Grosse T$te sections, but the remainder of the year
they had scarcely enough water to float the sugar crops to
market.

These conditions made it difficult, expensive, and

inconvenient for the Grosse Tete citizens.
An effort was made in 1852 to settle the boundary
question.

S. M. Brown, representative from Iberville parish,

attempted by law to annex the area permanently to his parish,
17
but the bill was defeated in the Senate*
In June of that
year the Iberville Parish Police Jury proposed to spend
$20,000 to build a plank road to the Grosse Tete section but
did not carry the project through when taxpayers objected to
IS
the expense.
The question continued to be a controversial topic be
tween the citizens of the two parishes; and when the rail
road was completed from the river to Grosse Tete, the west
Baton Houge citizens demanded a settlement of the question
in accordance with the act of 1628.

One of Allen's first

bills after he became a member of the legislature in 1858
17 Baton Bouge pally Cornet, April 6, 16, 22, 1853; New
Orleans Pally Orescent; XprXI 21, 1883.
18 Baton Bouge "pally Comet, June 15, August 2d, 1853*
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was to reannex the territory to West Baton Bouge Parish.

It

passed the Bouse but was defeated in the senate by a rote of
13 to IB with Senator Augustus Talbot of Iberville easting
19
the deeidlng vote*
In the next session of the legislature
a bill passed whleh provided a plebiscite in the contested
£0
area* The election was set for Slay 2, 1859.
During the month of April the people of the two parishes
engaged in a spirited eon test for the region.

The newspaper

in eaeh parish gave much Bpace to the question, and the
police juries entered the fight by offering to construct
roads to Grosse Tete.

Iberville Parish proposed to spend

$86,500 if Grosse TSte Joined them, and West Baton Bouge
proposed to give the railroad company $17,000 and to spend
$1,500 for a road in the southern part of the parish.

The

boundary controversy terminated on Hay 3 when the people of
the Grosse Tete region gave a majority of twenty In favor of
21
joining Iberville Parish.
An important question before the legislative session of
1858 was the dosing of Bayou Plaquemine.

This stream and

its tributaries, Choctaw, Grosse Tete, and Alabama bayous,
drained West Baton Bouge, points Coupee, and Iberville par
ishes.

It entered the illssisslppl Biver a few miles south

19 Louisiana House Journal. 1858, pp. 9, 18, 20; west
Baton Bouge Sugar Planter, March 20, 1856•
20 Louisiana^ouse Journal, 1859. pp. 11. 20: Louisiana

Acts, 1859, pp.

wrrr:

Sl west Baton Rouge Parish Police Jury Records, 1859, pp.
21, 24, in clerk of court9s office, Port Allen; West Baton
Bouge gugar Planter. April 9, 87, 30, Hay 7, 1859; Plaquemine
Iberville dazetto and sentinel, April 20, 1859.
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of Baton Rouge at a point where the river turned sharply to
the east.

This caused a large portion of the river1s drift

wood and a great volume of water to enter the bayou.

The

driftwood qulcfcly closed Bayou Plaquemine and caused it to
overflow into the parishes of west Baton Rouge, Iberville,
and St. Mary, destroying a large amount of sugar cane and
rendering less valuable much of the land in those regions.
The proprietors in the parishes of Iberville, St. Mary,
St. Landry, and those living in the southwestern part of
west Baton Rouge, wished the bayou closed as a protection
against overflows and to faoilltats drainage in that area.
However, the people living on the river south of Bayou
Plaquemine, including Mew Orleans, were afraid that closing
the stream would endanger their property by causing the
river to overflow more frequently.
The control of the bayou had been a problem since the
territorial days of the state.

The first efforts to prevent

these overflows were initiated by the people living in the
area drained by the stream, which at that time was called
the Attahapas and Opelousas country.

Prom 1804 to 1619 a

number of unsuccessful attempts were made to stop the over*
flowing.

The voters of this section brought enough pressure

upon the legislature in 1819 to secure the levying of a tax
to aid them in controlling the stream.

During the next few

years the measure yielded about #18,000, and the state ap*
proprlated approximately #6,000; however, by 1887 nothing
permanent had been done toward preventing overflows from the
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bayou.

In this year the parishes of St. Landry and St.

Martin organised the Plaquemine Navigation company under the
direction of Joshua Baker.

This company expended about

$£0,000 placing piling at the mouth of the bayou to prevent
the driftwood from entering, but the first hlghwater in the
early thirties destroyed the work.

A few years later the

state replaced the piling, whloh remained as a protection
2£
for a number of years.
By 1850 the bayou had increased its width and depth,
permitting a larger volume of water to enter and making
overflows more frequent.

During the same period the popu

lation In this area had inoreased and the sugar erop had be
come larger and more valuable, a fact whloh enhanced the
value of the land.

The people in this section were able to

exert more influence on the legislature, and in 1855 the
Assembly instructed the state engineer to examine the stream
25
and report on the feasibility of closing the stream.
The next year, Oeorge W. Morse, state engineer, report
ed that the bayou should be kept open because it was a
natural outlet for the Mississippi Elver and was needed for
24
navigation.
Following this recommendation the legislature
appropriated $5,000 and authorized the state engineer to
£5
place piling at the mouth of the bayou.
According to the
££ Mew Orleans Dally Orescent, February £5, 1658; Annual
Beport of the state Engineer, in Legislative Documents, 1854.
25 Louisiana Acts, 1853, pp. 238-M; tfew Srleana gaily
Orescent, November 23, December 2, 1858.
£4 Annual Report of the state Engineer, in Legislative
Documents, 1854.
25 Louisiana Acts, 1854, pp. 56, 120.
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report of the state engineer In 1856 nothing had been done
toward closing the bayou*

He advised the legislature against

closing it because the stream m s needed as an outlet for
the river, and he thought it ought to be enlarged in order
86
to take care of more water*
The legislature Instructed
the state engineer to report a plan which would stop the in
flux of water into the bayou but would not interfere with
87
navigation*
When the question came before the legislature in 1658,
Allen, in response to petitions from the parishes of West
Baton Rouge, Iberville, and St* Kary, led the fight for the
closing of the bayou*

A legislative committee visited the

bayou and reported that it ought to be closed and recommend88
ed an appropriation of $100,000 for the work*
Allen work
ed diligently to secure the passage of the bill*

He urged

the proposal because it would save "the Garden spot of the
state from ruin,n and land, which at that time was worthless,
could be reclaimed; furthermore, in times of high water a
portion of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas Rail
road tracks were submerged, prohibiting their use, and thus
86 special Report of the state Engineer in Relation to
Closing of Bayou Plaquemine, In Legislative Documents, 1657*
A minority report from a Senate committee recoimaended the
closing of the bayou. Members of the group reporting were
Bezmet B. Slones, I* Marcel Ducros, H. ?• Heard, and John R*
Smart, Minority Report of the Senate Committee on internal
Improvements, in Legislative Documents. 1857,
27 Louisiana Acts, ligT r p TTTO:---26 Report of dammittee on Lands and Levees in Answer to
Petition o r i W r v i l l e cTEizensTraylng ? o ~ € E e ~ l o s f n g ~ o r
Bayou Plaquemine ?Baton fiouge. 18861, oT^cCTal'ana Souse
Journal, 1856, pp. 89 , 52; Hew Orleans Dally Picayune,

February 19, 1656*

10?
endangering the sugar planters* interests.

S9

There develop

ed some constitutional opposition to the bill based upon the
aet which admitted Louisiana into the Union.

This act pro

hibited the state from closing any navigable stream which
entered the Mississippi River.

Allen contended that this

bayou was a dry bed in oertain seasons and was not legally a
30
navigable stream*
After much acrimonious debate, the bill
passed the legislature but was vetoed by Governor wickliffe
because he thought it violated the enabling act and therefore
was unconstitutional. No progress was made towards passage
of the bill when the Governor*s message was debated in the
31
session of 1859.
In 1861 Johnson K. Duncan, the state engineer, recom
mended closing of the bayou by establishing a system of lochs
38
and estimated the cost at $500,000.
When the state failed
to take action the Police Jury of Iberville Parish began the
work of closing the bayou.

A committee was named with full

power to proceed and $500 was appropriated for materials.
29 Louisiana House Journal, 1858, pp. 64, 66, 69; West
Baton Rouge Sugar"l5Ianter, ifaroh 13, 1856.
30 west Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, March 13, 1858}
Richard Peters (ed.J, The Public statutes at Large of the
United States of America .77, 6 rvole. [SosTon, iBbOTT I!*'
648, stated thu£ *Hhe River Mississippi, and the navigable
rivers and waters leading into the same or into the gulf of
Mexico, shall be common highways and forever free, as well
to the inhabitants of the said state as to the inhabitants
of other states, and the territories of the United states
without any taw, duty, Impost, or toll, therefor, imposed
by the said state.*
31 Louisiana Acts, 1858, p. 9, Governor*s Veto Message,
in Legislative Documents, 1858; Baton Rouge pally Gazette
and Comet, itooh 4, I B M ; February 17, 1859; Louisiana
House Journal, 1859, p. 26.
32 $ew 5rleans pally True Delta, February 6, 1861.
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Parish negroes were to be used for the work.

33

The task was

not completed the next year for the Iberville police Jury
attempted to seeure aid from the west Baton Rouge Police
Jury, which refused because they thought it was the duty of
34
the military force to close the bayou.
In 1663 the Iber
ville Police Jury secured permission from the state to close
35
it;
however, it remained a problem for many years until
the Federal government saw fit to establish a system of locks
in the bayou.
ICueh of Allen's work in the legislature naturally cen
tered in protection against floods, drainage of land, open
ing of bayous, and the regulation of steamboats because he
was a sugar planter and owned a large plantation which had
a four mile frontage on the Mississippi River.
state had no public levee system.

In 1650 the

Each proprietor was re

quired by law to maintain the levee in front of his place
and to provide a public road for the people in the vicinity.

36

During the decade preceding the civil War Louisiana began
spending large sums on the levees throughout the state.
This revenue was derived from the sale of certain swamp lands
which had been donated to Louisiana by the Federal govern37
ment.
By acts of 1649 and 1850 the state received about
33 Shreveport pally Hews, November 1, 1861, quoting the
Plaquemine IbervlTTeiSaatette; West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter,
June ZZ% 16817----34 West Baton Rouge police Jury Records, 1863, October
16, 1863, p. 135.
35 New Orleans Dally Picayune, September 13, 1865.
36 Louisiana Acts, 1658, p . 146.
37 Acts and Resolutions passed at the Thirtieth congress
of the w^Tted*states TWasSingtiSn, T W 7 C O T T " ! c W S s T

nine million acres, the proceeds from their disposal to he
used for draining and reclaiming the lande which were sub
ject to overflow.

In 1852 the legislature provided for the

sale of one million acres for not less than #1 •25 per acre.

Any white person

over

twenty-one or head of a family oould

enter from 40 to 300 acres at the minimum price*

38

in 1S55

another million acres were offered for sale under the same
39
40
conditions,
and in 1859 a third million went on sale.
The legislature created the office of Registrar of the Land
Office to handle the sale of the lands.
It appeared that all of these lands sold for the mini
mum price of $1.25 per acre, and by 1858 many people of the
state felt that the most desirable lands had been purohased
by speculators.

Allen and other members of the legislature

attempted to stop the sale of swamp lands but were unsuccess
ful.^

By 1851 Louisiana had disposed of nearly three mil

lion acres of land, which brought into the treasury for
drainage and reclamation purposes over three million dollars.
Resolutions passed at the Second session of the Thirty-first
Congress of the tfalted states (rtaahlngtdnT^MU)» I4j-4ir7~
38 Louisiana Acts. 1852, p. 167-59; 1853, p. 35.

39 Ibid., 185577* 306-07.
40 jhld., 1859, p. 91.
41 Louisiana House Journal. 1858, p. 12; west Baton
Rouge Sugar Planter, february 27, July 10, 1858; Hew Orleans
Daily Sresdent.August 5, 1858; New Orleans Daily Delta,
August 5, 1858. Allen tried again in I860 and'Tiol to stop
the sale of swamp lands. Louisiana House Journal, 1860, p.
50; 1861, p. 35; Hew Orleans pallyTerEa. February 19,
1661; Hew Orleans Dally Orescent. February 19, 1861.
42 Annual Report of the Register of the Land office, in
Legislative Documents. 1852, 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860.

42
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To administer this fund the legislature created in 1853
the Board of Swamp Land commissioners*

The state was divided

first into three and later into four districts which were sub
divided into levee and drainage areas.

The governor appoint-

ed for eaoh district a commissioner who served for two years.

43

The revenues from the sale of swamp lands were divided among
44
these districts in proportion to their needs.
In 1855 the legislature placed 5 per cent of the reve
nues derived from the sale of swamp lands in a special fund
known as the internal Improvement Fund”.

This money was

used for improving navigation and constructing highways.
45
The state was divided into four improvement districts.
43 Louisiana Acts, 1853, pp. 289-93; New Orleans Daily
Crescent, March i?, 1853. District one included all land
in Louisiana east of the Mississippi River; two included
land west of the Mississippi and south of the thirty-first
parallel, excepting Avoyelles and Rapides parishes; three
included land north of the thirty-first parallel, including
Avoyelles and Rapides parishes. Ibid. The first commission
ers were Hugh Grant, first district, Stephen Van Winkle,
second, and I. W. Butler, third. They held their first
meeting in Baton Rouge in June and elected Van Winkle presi
dent of the Board, and T. B. Hatch, secretary. Engineers
appointed were Levi C. Pettees, first, Vincent Kirkland,
second, and W. H. Peek, third district. New Orleans pally
Crescent, June 27, 1853; Baton Rouge Advocate, June 255,
1853; Annual Report of the Board of Swamp Land commission
ers, in Legislative Documents, 1854. In 1854 the state was
divided in four swamp land districts as follows; first, area
east of Mississippi River; second, area west of the river
and south of the thirty-first parallel, excepting parishes
of Avoyelles,and Rapides; third, parishes of Avoyelles, Rap
ides. Natchitoches, Bienville, Claiborne, Bossier, Caddo.
Desoto, Winn, and Sabine; and fourth, parishes of Concordia,
Tensas, Madison, Carroll, Morehouse, Union, Ouachita, Jack
son, Caldwell, Franklin, and Catahoula. Louisiana Acts, pp.
93-98*
44 In 1853 the revenues were divided as follows: 2/8 to
the first district, 3/8 to the second, and 3/8 to the third.
Louisiana Acts. 1853, pp. 289-93. In 1854 they were divided:
first 7/32, second 11/32, third 6/32, and fourth 8/32,
Ibid.. 1854. pp. 93-98.
45 Louisiana Acts, 1855, pp. 487-89. The districts were
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At each session of the legislature during the 1880*s
there ooourred much log rolling and trading for appropri
ations out of these improvement funds.

The best politician

or trader usually came out with the most money for building
and repairing levees within his territory.

This cost the

state large sums of money each year without giving the people
adequate proteetion from overflows.

There was no uniformity

in levee planning or construction, for some parts of the
state secured more money than others.

To eliminate some of

the overlapping and duplication of services performed by the
two improvement departments and to give the state a uniform
policy in handling of the levee and drainage problems, the
legislature asked the state engineer for recommendations
concerning the practicability of uniting the two depart48
ments.
In his report to the legislature in 1858 Louis
Hebert recommended the creation of a single department in
order that the work might be co-ordinated under the direction
47
of the state engineer.
The legislature accepted the advice
and before the close of the session created a Board of Public
Works.

The state was divided into four districts, and each

elected a commissioner by popular vote.

These four officers

constituted the Board, which had complete control over all
first, area east of Mississippi River; second, Ouachita and
Blue River systems, their tributaries, and all land between
them and the Mississippi River; third, Red and Sabine rivers
and their tributaries; fourth, all land south of Red River
and west of the Mississippi.
46 Louisiana Acts, 1858, pp. 75-74.
47 Report of the Board of Swamp Land Commissioners and
State gnglneer, in Legislative Documents. 1858,
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Zeroes, drainage, and reclaiming of swamp and over flowed
lands In the state, exoept those In charge of joint-stock
46
companies.
This arrangement did not prove satisfactorily, and with
in a year much opposition had developed against the Board of
Public Works,

it cost the state a large sum of money each

year, but the levee and road systems were not improving.

In

the session of 1861 Allen led the fight to abolish the Board;
and after a spirited debate lasting over several days the
49
legislature abolished it.
The Governor was authorised to
appoint a state engineer to continue the work which the Board
SO
had contracted and to act as custodian of all its records.
During Allen’s four years in the legislature he, like
many of the other legislators, had secured large sums of
money from the swamp Land fund for the repairing of levees,
draining of land, and cutting of canals in West Baton Rouge
Parish.

However, his chief interest lay in establishing a

state levee system supported from a general fund.

There were

48 Louisiana Acts, 1859, pp. 829-33; Hew Orleans pally
Delta, K&rch 15, 1359. The district lines followed thoseof
the four Swamp Land districts. The Board, consisting of
Lewis G. Defiussy, 7. 11. Kent, A. D, Bragg, and D. H.
Montgomery, held its first meeting in January, I860, peHussy
was elected president, L. J. Fremeaux, secretary, and
Johnson K. Duncan, chief engineer. District engineers were
James H. Searless, first; P. H. Thompson, second; W. H.
Osborn, third; and Fred H. Farrar, fourth. Hew Orleans Daily
Delta, January 6, I860; Baton fiouge Daily Gazette and Qomet,
January 5, 1860; Annual fieport of Board' of£ublio Works'1
;'1 in
Legislative Documents, 1661.
efl Louisiana House Journal, 1861, pp. 20, 31, 39;
Louisiana Aots, 1861, p. 32; Hew Orleans Daily Delta.
February 26, 1861.
50 Louisiana House journal. 1861, p. 42; Louisiana Acts,

1861, pp.
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many people in the state who believed it was the only prac
ticable method for controlling the Mississippi River, which
overflowed periodically and cost the property owners many
thousands of dollars.

Louis Hebert, state engineer, in 1858

recommended to the legislature the propriety of a state sys51
58
tem,
and Governor Wickliffe in his annual message
the
following year suggested that the legislature consider the
feasibility of setting up suoh a plan*

In the session of

1860 Allen introduced two bills advocating public support of
the levees.

The first proposal provided for a general system

of levees controlled and maintained by the state.

When this
53
bill did not get beyond the committee stage in the House,
Allen introduced a second measure which provided for a gener
al property tax on all lands in the parishes protected from
overflows of the Mississippi and Atohafalaya rivers and
54
Bayou Lafourche.
The House refused to consider this bill,
so Allen made no further attempt to secure levee legislation
in the session of 1861 because of the approaching disruption
of the Union.
Another subject which attracted the attention of Allen
as a legislator was a geological survey of the state.

Many

51 Report of State Engineer and Swamp Land Commissioners,
in Legislative Documents, 1658,
Annuaniessage of Governor Robert c. Wichliffe, in
Legislative Documents, 1850; Louisiana House Journal, 1859,
P. o•
53 Louisiana House Journal, 1859, p. 48; Baton Rouge
Dally Gazette and Comet, Mlaroh 7, 8, 1859; New Orleans
Daily joelta, January 14, 1859.
54 Louisiana House Journal, 1860, p. 39; Baton Rouge
Dally Gazette and Comet, February 83, 1860; New Orleans
pally Delta, January 82, 1860; New Orleans Daily picayune,
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states had made surveys which proved valuable in their
economic development, but Louisiana! lagging behind, had
taken no aotion for such a project.

The question had come

before the legislature for the first time in 1841 when a
committee was appointed to make a survey, but their cursory
55
report was never published.
nothing more was done abouta
survey until the session of 1856 when, because of the work
of the Hew Orleans Academy of Sciences, william A. Gordon
56
sponsored a bill for the investigation.
The measure did
not get out of the House committee.

Two years later a num

ber of newspapers urged the necessity for such a survey; and
57
Hebert, the state engineer,
in his annual report to the
legislature, pointed out the need for it,

Doctor Joseph T.

Hawkins of St. Mary Parish introduced a bill which failed to
58
pass.
In the following session another effort was made
but the legislature could not be convinced of the need for
59
the survey.
In the summer of 1860 the Hew Orleans Academy of
Sciences was able to create enough Interest in a geological
survey to secure Governor Thomas 0. Moore9a endorsement in
January 20, I860.
Report of the special Committee of the Hew Orleans
Academy of Sciences ... on the XmpQr^ance""of aHfeologlbal
and Scientific Survey of“T h e State of Louisiana TBaton

fouge; "xuvrr»:

....................

56 Louisiana House Journal, 1856, p. 29.
57 Special Report of the State Engineer, in Legislative
Documents, 1857; Annual Report of State Kngineer; in ibid.,
1858; Sew Orleans Daily Picayune, December 22, 1857; ftaton
Rouge Dally CtozetteHamiComet,December 15, 1867.
58 Louisiana House'Journal, 1858, p. 36; Baton Rouge
Weekly Gazette and Comet, February 18, 1838; New Orleans
OailyCre ecent.‘February 19, 1658.
' 3 9 Louisiana House Journal. 1859, p. 11.
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A number of parishes sent petitions

to the legislature ashing for favorable action on the pro
ject and the Louisiana press emphasized the need for it.
Allen agreed to sponsor the bill and in February intro
duced his measure calling for na scientific description of
the rocks and minerals, soils, waters, and animal, and vege61
table productions** within the state.
The chief opposition
to the bill appeared to be the expense involved in making
such a survey; however, Allen, after nearly a month1a work,
was able to get the bill through the lower House.

The

measure went to the Senate late in the session but, was
never considered by it.
Since Allen was a lawyer with several years* experience,
it was only natural that his interest would gravitate toward
legal reforms.

During his quadrennium as a legislator he

made numerous attempts to modify and improve the legal system
of the state; and although only a limited number of his pro
posals became law, they are worth considering.

He attempted

to abolish the taking of testimony in writing in all sivil
62
suits,
a change which would have saved the state much time
and expense and would have accelerated such cases in the
courts.

An effort was made in 1859 to legalize the use of

60 Governor*s Annual Message, in Legislative Documents,
I860; Louisiana House Journal, 1860, pi 8;" Sew Orleans
Daily Picayune, Nbvemberll,1859; January 86, 1860; Baton
Souge Daily Qazette and Comet, January 25, 31, 1860; Hew
Orlcans Dally'Delta, February 5, 1860.
61 Louisiana tfouse Journal, 1860, pp. 28, 29, 39, 42, 47,
51-54, 57, 77; Hew Orleans gaily Delta, February 16, 1860;
Baton Souge Dally Gazette and ddmei, February 23, I860;
West Baton Rouge Sugar fflanWr, Bar oh 10, 1860,
62 Louisiana House Journal, 1856, p. 49.

lie
arbitration in the settlement of certain disputes based on
63
article ninty-five of the Louisiana constitution of 1853.
Allen was successful in baring the fees, costs, and ex
penses in criminal prosecutions transferred to the parishes
64
in which the act was committed.
An effort to increase the
63
district judges* salary to $3,500 was defeated.
In 1858 an unsuccessful attempt was made to prevent the

imprisonment of slaves in the state penitentiary.

66

Allen

tbougbt tbey ought to be punished immediately for criminal
acts commensurate with the deed instead of confining them at
the expense of the state.

He did secure the enactment of a

law permitting any free person of color to select his master
and become a slave for life by haring such action confirmed
67
in a district court.
The state owned a number of slaves
which had been purchased for the engineer*s department, but
many of them were too old for active service; so by an act
of the legislature these were placed under the care of the
66
superintendent of the state hospital for the deaf*
Allen was ever ready to aid education during his four
years in the legislature.

Although he did not introduce a

single bill on the subject, he supported those whieh came
63 Ibid., 1859, p. 10. Article 95 stated, "It shall be
the duty of the General Assembly to pass such laws as may be
proper and necessary to decide differences by arbitration."
64 Ibid., ZZ\ Louisiana Acts. 1859, p. 81.
65 Louisiana House Journal, 1858, pp. 43, 55.
66 Ibid., 9, 3¥; Baton ftouge Dally Gazette and Comet,
January '£1, March 1, 1859.
67 Louisiana House Journal, 1659, pp. 8, 56; Louisiana
Acts, 1859, p. £117
66 Louisiana House Journal, 1859, p. 36; Baton Rouge
Dally Gazette and C o m e t March 8, 1859.
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before the assembly.

He, believed railroads were the great*

est aasests of a state and was always ready to assist in
getting companies organised and in securing desirable legis
lation for them.
One writer, in describing Allen as a legislator, said,
"He was quick and ready as a debater, spoke with sharpness
and energy; his utterance was rapid and distinct; his enunloation clear and defined; always enthusiastic, he was some
times violent, but he had the good fortune to have generally
69
his political adversaries as his personal friends."
When
the session of 1860 closed, the Sugar Planter remarked that
"Captain Allen has not only made his marks as one of the
most talented, but also one of the most influential Repre
sentatives in the present Legislature.

He has not only by

his eloquence, his energy, and perseverance, secured the
passage of many wholesome laws, but has been equally as ser
viceable to the state in preventing the passage of those
70
doubtful if not bad in policy."
69 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 48.
70 West Baton Rouge SugarTlanter, March 10,1^60.

Chapter VI
m m

PRIVATE TO MAJOR GENERAL,

1861-1865

Louisiana began preparations for the civil War at the
special session of the legislature in December, 1860, when
a Military Board was created and $500,000 appropriated for
the protection of the state,

The legislature at its session

in 1861 and the convention of the same year enacted addi
tional legislation which increased the powers of the mili
tary authorities, enlarged the state forces, and oo*ordinated them with the Confederate military organization.1

The

first military action occurred on January 10, 1861, when
Governor Moore at the head of some 600 Louisiana militiamen
demanded and received the surrender of the United States
arsenal at Baton Rouge,

The Federal troops surrendered with

out offering any resistance and were allowed to remain in
the barracks until they received instructions from Washington
two days later.

2

On January 11 Louisiana troops occupied

Forts Jackson and St, Philip on the Mississippi River south
of New Orleans, and during the next few days seized other
1 Louisiana Acts, 1860; 1861; Journal of the Convention,
1861. For the organization of the Louisiana forces, see
Edwin A, Leland, "Organization and Administration of the
Louisiana Army During the Civil War” (M. A, Thesis Louisiana
State University, Baton Rouge, 1938).
2 Baton Rouge pally Gazette and Comet, January 11, 1861;
New Orleans Dally''fielba, January *1*2, 1881; Governor Moore’s
annual message to iKe legislature, in Louisiana House Journal,
1861, p. 8 ; The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation olTTSe
Official Records of vtlii> Onion arid Confderate Armie s ,HD
vol8T T Washih^on~ l H 8U-IUUIT,HiSerT T T ' Y ol"• t ,T B P f o O ,
Cited hereafter as official Records.
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federal property In the state.

3

In April, after President Davis had issued his call for
troops, Governor Moore called for 3,000 volunteers for twelve
months* service.

The response was most gratifying because

three weeks later more than the required number had been as
sembled under General Sdward L« Tracy at camp Walker, located
4
on the Metairie race oourse near New Orleans,
within sixty
days 13,000 well-equipped troops had left the state for the
Confederate army, and by mid-July the state had furnished
5
over 30,540 men,
Allen was present as a private when Governor Moore re
ceived the surrender of the Baton Rouge arsenal; he partici
pated in the ceremonies of the convention announcing the
secession of Louisiana, and on January 33 he assisted in
raising the Pelican Flag over the capltol.

After the call

for volunteers Allen and Henry Mortimer Favrot of West Baton
6
Rouge worked as enrolling officers for about three weeks.
3 Official Records, ser. I, vol. I, 489-500, The governor
of Mississippi asked 'that the spoils of Baton Rouge be
divided. Governor Moore sent 8,000 muskets, 1,000 rifles,
6 twenty-four pounds gunS, and a considerable amount of
ammunition. James W. Garner, Reconstruction in Mississippi
(Hew York, 1901), 9.
4 Hew Orleans Dally Delta, April 18, 1861; New Orleans
Daily True Delta, April 30, 1861; New Orleans Daily
Picayune, December 30, 1861.
9 Caskey, secession and Restoration of Louisiana, 41.
6 New Orleans Daily Picayune, July 5, 1 ® 5 ; Shreveport
Dally Hews, May 3, ISoll Sat on Rouge Capitol lan and
and Advocate, July 5, 1885; John s, Kendall, "The'Diary of
Surgeon draig, Fourth Louisiana Regiment, C, S. A., 18641865,* in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, VIII (1935), 53.
When the confederacy was organized and Louisiana had made
plans for electing congressmen, Allen announced for the
fourth district composed of the parishes of West Feliciana,
Pointe Coupee, St. Landry, Lafayette, Vermillion, west Baton
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In response to the Governor’s call, one or more com
panies were enlisted in virtually every parish within the
state*

West Baton Houge had two units; the Tirailleurs and

the Delta Rifles.

The latter» organized in December, I860,

with Henry M* Favrot as o&ptaln, offered its services to
Governor Moore,

Allen, one of the first to join the company,

remained within its ranks until the organization of the
Fourth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers in New Orleans, May 8,
7
1861*
The Regiment elected Robert J. Barrow, Pointe Coupee,
colonel, Allen, lieutenant colonel, and Samuel E. Hunter,
Sast Feliciana, major.

The Crescent remarked; "A better

selection of officers could not have been made*

These

gentlemen are known throughout the state for their chivalrous
Rouge, Iberville, St. Mary, and St. Martin. The writer found
no evidence of his campaign activities, and it is likely that
his friends made the announcement for him* He withdrew his
candidacy September 29, 1861, while stationed at Mississippi
City* For his announcement, see Plaquemine Iberville Gazette
and Sentinel, April 6-July 27, 1861; The Points doupe§
democrat, June 1, 1861; Bayou Sara Ledger, June 8, 1861.
ifew Orleans Daily Crescent, May 2, 18617 remarked, ”wa are
well acquainted with the Captain, and have noted very
minutely, during our sojourn at Baton Rouge, his labors in
our last legislature, and can testify to his ability and
sincere worth. As a high-toned and chivalrous gentleman,
Capt* Allen stands unequalled in the entire district* He is
a
that would reflect honor upon any constituency —
possessed of all the adornments of social and estimable vir
tues, he presents all the bearings of a gentleman in the
walks of society — - refined in tastes and culture.” For
the withdrawal of his candidacy, see his letter from camp
Relief, Mississippi City, in Baton Rouge pally Advocate,
October 4, 1861; Baton Rouge Pally Gaze tie and Comerr"
October 5, 1861.
7 Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, 2 vols.
{Chicago, 1 8 ^ 2 J, li9 2TPT; Kew Orleans Times gemobfa^, July 5,
1885. Baton Rouge Bvenlng Truth, July 5, T&SUj andHKendall,
"The Diary of Surgeon Craig,'ff"In loo. cit*, 56-57, contain
a complete roster of the Delta Rifles.
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character and military accomplishments.w

The Fourth Regi-

\

j

ment, destined to participate in a number of important engagments, organized with ten companies containing 850 men*

|

It mustered into the confederate service at Camp Moore, May
25, 1851.9
Camp Walker was a temporary location and became very
congested when over 3,000 men arrived there early In May.
The water supply was inadequate, and with the approaching
summer season there was great danger of disease; so the mili
tary authorities selected a camp site at Tangipahoa about
seventy-eight miles north of Mew Orleans in the higher cli
mate of St. Helena Parish.

The place was designated as Camp

8 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, May 11, 1861; New
Orleans Daily crescent, May
1861.
9 The following companies formed the regiment, according
to the Register of Louisiana Volunteers, MSS., in confederate
Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXVI:
Total
Company
Number Parish
Captain
Beaver Creek
Rifles
78 St. Helena
Fames H. Wingfield
St. Helena Rifles
83 St. Helena
John Bunyan Taylor
Hunter Rifles
Company A
85 Bast Feliciana
Samuel R. Hunter
Hunter Rifles
76 Bast Feliciana
Company B
A. Pillion
West Feliciana
103 West Feliciana
Rifles
0. JB. Tourene
100 Lafourche
Lafourche Guards
Thomas B, Vick
76 West Baton Rouge Francis A. Williams
Tirailleurs
78 West Baton Rouge Henry M. Favrot
Delta Rifles
National Guards
75 Bast Baton Rouge Henry A. Rauhnan
Lake Providence
77 Carroll
Franc V. Whicher
Cadets
Louisiana Pamphlets, 1064*1655 in Louisiana State
University Librarian's office, contains a broadside with the
muster roll and a brief history of the St. Helena Rifles.

Moore, and General Edward L. Traoy was given command of the
troops stationed there.

By May 15 all the soldiers in the

Hew Orleans camp had been transferred to Gamp Moore, and it
was estimated that about 4,000 troops would be at the Camp
before the end of the month.

The troops were delighted with

their new location, for there was an abundance of fresh water
supplied by Beaver ^reek and Tangipahoa River, of space for
their tents, and probably not so many mosquitoes.

During the

day the companies were busy drilling, studying military tac
tics, and perfecting their organisations.

At night the regi-

mental bands entertained with martial music.

10

Early In June

the confederate authorities began calling for the Louisiana
troops.

Many of the companies left Gamp Moore for the east

ern sector of the war, and others went into Tennessee.

The

Fourth Regiment was sent via Hew Orleans to the Mississippi
coast, where it was stationed during the summer,

colonel

Barrow placed two companies at Pass Christian, two at Biloxi,
two at Fasgagoula, and four at Mississippi City; later, two
of these were sent to Ocean Springs.

11

Late in July Lieu

tenant Colonel Allen, with four companies, was sent to Ship
IB
island.
10 Hew Orleans Commercial Bulletin, May 5, 13, 20, 1861;
New Orleans Dally flrue Delta, May 4, 14, 20, June 4, 1861;
Hew Orleans Dally Crescent/ M a y 8, 13-15, 17, 22, 1861;
Baton Rouge WeeklyHldvocate, May 12, 1861; Bayou Sara Ledger,
June 8, 1861. Camp Mooreis located at Tangipahoa In the
parish of the same name. This parish was organised in 1869.
11 Hew Orleans Dally crescent, June 10, 11, 1861; Hew
Orleans Commercial Bulletin, June 11, 1861; Baton Rouge
Weekly Gazette and Comet, June 13, 1861; Bayou Sara Ledger,
June 22, 1361; "Ulephenson and Davis (eds.), "The civil war
Diary of Willie Mieajah Barrow," In loo. cit., 440,
12 Official Records, Ser. I, yol.Till7~709, 741;

This island, located a few miles south of the Mississippi
coast, formed an important harrier to the Mississippi Sound,
which extended from Mobile Bay to Lake Borgne and was a
strategic point in the defense of that area.

For many years

the Federal government had maintained a lighthouse on the
Island and had begun construction of a fort there in 1859.

13

In May, 1861, the confederates burned the woodwork in
the fort and lighthouse*

They made no effort to oooupy the

island until July 6, when Lieutenant Alexander P. Warley of
the Confederate navy landed a small force there.

Three days

later the Massachusetts, a Federal ship, attacked the group
14
but failed to drive them off the island.
Near the end of
the month Warley left the island in command of colonel Allen,
who had come over from Mississippi city.

A few days later

a small number of troops from New Orleans arrived to assist
15
in the defense of the place.
Allen,

cognizant

of the great danger of his unprotected

location, worked his men day and night during the first week
they were on the island.

The soldiers rebuilt the fort, con

structed eleven fine bomb-proof casemates and a magazine,
and mounted twenty guns which had been brought over from New
Shreveport Weekly News, July £8, 1861. The companies with
Allen were the Lafourche Guards, Lake Providence Cadets,
Beaver Creek Rifles, and St. Helena Rifles.
13 The American Annual Cyclopedia and Register of Important
gvents
the fear 1861 (Newfork,
~fhe island
was about seven miles "long and less than a mile wide*
14 Ibid., £91; New Orleans Pally crescent. May £3, 1861;
Shreveport Weekly News, July 86, lesl; lew drleans Baily
Picayune, July lo, II, 1861; Official Records, ser.~T7vol,
L l H ^q 9 .
""T"■'111rr“
1
Official Record., Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 709, 741.
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Orleans,

when the fort was completed and the men had made

their living quarters comfortable, there was little work for
them to do, so Allen kept them busy each day drilling and
within a few weeks had a well disciplined group.

The Colonel

ruled his camp with a firm hand during the short period on
the island.

He maintained a strong guard from his picked

troops and punished severely any infraction of the rules.
He would not permit spirituous liquor on the island and dia16
oiplined those who smuggled it into the camp.
In September the Confederate authorities ordered the
place abandoned and sent Colonel Johnson K. Duncan of the
Confederate army to supervise the evacuation.

All pro

visions, equipment, and about fifteen guns were sent to New
Orleans; Allen and his four companies went to Mississippi
City, and the other troops reported to the Hew Orleans mili
tary headquarters.

Before leaving the Confederates set fire
17
to the rebuilt fort and all buildings on the island.
16 Mexico City Mexican Times, December 9, 1865; Baton
Rouge Weekly Advocate, August 25, 1861. When one of the companics refused to work Allen unhesitatingly ordered the other
troops with loaded muskets to march upon the mutineers. The
affair ended without any bloodshed, and he had no further
disciplinary troubles while on the island. Dorsey,
BeooJJ.ectlona of Henry Watkins Allen, 55; Freeman, "Henry
Watkins Allen.^ln Dictionary of American Biography, I, 192.
Henry K. Favrot said that Allen, in order to make himself
proficient in giving commands, spent many hours secretly
drilling his servant, Vailcry. Henry Mortimer Favrot, An
Address on the Military Career of Governor Henry Watkins
Alien, Delivered at the state Capitol on the Occasion of the
Reception of his Sernains and Transfer 15J tKe Monument Irected
to his MenoryTSaton ftouge, 1886) , 8; Ttatbh ffouge flapltolian
andTTdvooate, July 5, 1885; Hew Orleans Times Democrat,

July 5, 1886.
O^iolal Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIII, 741; New Orleans
Dally Picayune, October 12, 1861; New Orleans Commercial

xm
In the fall of 1661 the people of Louisiana, especially
those of Hew Orleans, became very apprehensive about the
protection of the city*

They realised that President Davis

had called from Louisiana a large number of companies and
men, including such important leaders as P* a* T. Beauregard,
Bragg, Leonidas Polk, and Richard Taylor*

Only a remnant of

the stated forces were left to protect the most important
metropolis of the south because many of the confederate
leaders did not believe that the Pederals would attack the
city and that if they did, it would be impossible to get by
18
the forts on the river below the city*
The defense of the southern area had been Intrusted to
General David £• Twiggs, who had surrendered his post at San
Antonio, Texas, when the war began*

The General was much

too old to supervise the work of such a vast and important
area; so In October when the people began inquiring about
the defense of the city he resigned because of "ill health"*

19

Bulletin, September 18, 1861; Baton Rouge Weekly Advocate,
September SB, 1861; careensburg Imperial, October 6, 1061.
18 Hew Orleans Daily Delta, October 16, November 9, 06,
1861; Hew 0rleans"5aIlyTrescent, October 3, 10, 1861;
Hew Orleans pally True Delta, June 21, 1861*
19 Hew Orleans Daily peTCa, October 11, 1861; New Orleans
gaily Picayune, October 17, 1861* David Bmanuel Twiggs
fI76o-Iuly 15", I860) was born in Richmond County, Georgia.
He entered the United States army early in life, was a cap
tain in the war of 1810, and in 1816 was promoted to the rank
of major* Twiggs served various commands until the war with
Mexico, when he joined General Taylor’s forces and did splen
did work at Palo Alto and Resaea de la Palma, which secured
for him the rank of brigadier general* After the Battle of
Monterey, Taylor asked for another promotion although Twiggs
was ill and did not participate in the fight* Twiggs was
transferred to the southern division where he supported Scott
at Vera Crus and Mexico City*
After the war, Twiggs served at a number of posts in the
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Brigadier General Mansfield Lovell of the Confederate army
was ordered to New Orleans to take charge of the district,
20
which was designated as Department Number I*
He arrived
on October 17 and immediately went on a two weeks tour of
his district to study the topography and to ascertain the
exact condition of the troops under his command.

General

Lovell learned that the city was protected by forts St,
Philip and Jackson on the river some seventy-five miles south
of New Orleans.

West of the river on Barataria Bay was fort

Livingston, and farther west were forts Berwick and Chene on
Berwick Bay.

Sast of New Orleans, forts Pike and Macomb on

the Rigolets and Chef Nonteur straits defended Lake
army, mostly in the south; and when the Civil War began, he
was commander of the Department of Texas, which he surrender*
ed to the confederates in February, 1601. The Union author
ities promptly dismissed him, and he returned to Louisiana
where he had spent a number of years. Arriving in New Orleans
on March 5, Twiggs was received with a great celebration in
cluding a seventeen-gun salute. The legislature at the sug
gestion of Allen adopted a resolution commending Twiggs for
surrendering his post in Texas and coming to Louisiana, on
May £2, he was made major general and assigned to a command
Department Number 1. Much too old to attend the multifarious
duties of so vast a department he resigned in October, 1801.
Twiggs died the following year and was buried near Augusta,
Georgia. He was survived by his second wife and two child
ren. New Orleans Dally Delta, March 6, October 11, 1861;
Louisiana Acts, 1861, p. 112; Louisiana House journal, 1861,
p. 53; William A. Ganoe, "David Bmanuel Swiggs," In
Dictionary of American Biography, X U , 85.
Official ReoofSI, Ser. I, Vol. 71, 643; New Orleans
pally Picayune, October 17, 1861. Department Number I em
braced all ofLouisiana and the southern half of Mississippi
excepting the area including the cities of Hatches and
Vicksburg. They belonged to Department Number 2. official
Records, Ser. I, Vol. VI, S56. Mansfield Lovell (lSBfi1884}, soldier and civil engineer, was born in Washington,
D. 0. He graduated from West Point Academy in 1842, and
entered the military service. Lovell served with distinction
in the Mexican War and was brevetted captain. After the war
he did garrison duty in New York and Kansas until 1654 when

m
£1

Pontchartrain.

In the city Lovell round conditions de

plorable from a military viewpoint.

There were only three

poorly organised and Ill-disciplined regiment®, a limited
amount of ammunition, and on the river there were two com
pleted vessels, the McRae and the Joy, but the Manassas was
under construction and the contracts for constructing the
Louisiana and Mississippi, two additional Iron-clad vessels,
had been awarded*

General Lovell hastened the work on the

Manassas and ordered work to begin at once on the two iron28
clads*
He telegraphed General Josiah Gorgas, chief of the
Ordnance Department of the Confederate forces, for some
heavy guns and ammunition, but because of the demands from
the eastern army none were sent to Mew Orleans*

Lovell then

called upon General Bragg, who commanded at Pensacola, for
some aid; but the latter replied that he did not have a gun
to spare*

When Lovell could not get any assistance from the

he resigned to enter private business. Lovell was employed
by Cooper and Hewitt’s iron Works in Trenton for a time and
then became superintendent of streets in Mew York, and later
deputy street commissioner* He resigned to enter the Con
federate service in September, 1861. The following month
Lovell replaced General Twiggs and had the misfortune to hold
the position when Mew Orleans fell the next year. He con
tinued to command the department until criticism necessitated
his removal in December, 1868* Lovell was unable to secure
another important assignment during the remainder of the war*
After the close of the war Lovell returned to Mew York
and, except for a brief and disastrous adventure into rice
planting in Georgia, remained there until his death in 1884*
George w* Cullum, Biographical Register of officers and
Graduates of the United states Military Academy t 7 vols.
(Mew ^orM,"T8ffl-lS35), if, 1225 Donova feueil, "Mansfield
Lovell." in Dictionary of American Biography, XI* 441-48*
21 o ff!c ia T jiS d d r d s .“^ e r T T r ‘Y o lT T T V §1 31 55 0 -5 9 .

22 Ibid*, 557:
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Confederate authorities he began negotiations to supply his
department's needs.

He bought saltpeter and sulphur* gather

ed all the iron ehains whioh he oould find* and made con
tracts with the foundries in New Orleans and other Louisiana
eitles to manufacture shells and to mould bullets.

Messrs.

Leeds and Company* Bennet and Surges* and S. Wolf and Company
agreed to make heavy guns; and Hobart and Foster erected a
23
powder mill in the oity.
The portion of Louisiana west of New Orleans was a very
valuable section not only to New Orleans but to the Con
federacy.

It was the rich sugar producing region and after

1861 became more important because of the salt production
24
around Avery Island.
The valuable cattle trade with Texas
came through this region.

The Opelousas, New Orleans* and

Great Western Railroad connected the river with Brashear City
(Morgan City).

Across the river was Berwick, an important

town at the mouth of the Atchafalaya and the terminal point
for the Texas trade; also it was an important center for
blockade runners.

In September, 1861* there was stored at
OR

Berwick about 60*000 barrels of coal.

If the Federals

23 Ibid., 558-60. The powder mill erected by Hobart and
Foster was destroyed by an explosion* December 28* 1861.
Ibid.* 790. General Twiggs and Governor Moore had urged the
Confederate authorities to send men and supplies into the
department. For their correspondence see ibid., 728-56.
Governor Moore asked for the removal of General Twiggs be
cause of his advanced age and ill health. Ibid.. 748. For
General Lovell's correspondence with the Confederate author
ities see ibid.. 754-89.

24 PoatToEap. m i .
25 #ew Orleans pally True Delta, November 2* 1861;
Stephenson and Davis feds.J, ^Phe Civil War Diary of Willie
Mlcajah Barrow*w In loc. olt., 440; Qfflolal Records, Ser. I,

were permitted to penetrate this section, they would have
easy access to Alexandria in the heart of the state.
In response to petitions from this region General Lovell
ordered colonel Barrow to take his Fourth Regiment to Ber
wick,

They left Mississippi City October 31, and went via

Hew Orleans to Brashear city and then over to Camp Lovell
near Berwick, where most of the troops were stationed,

Allen

with two companies, the west Feliciana Rifles and Beaver
Creek Rifles, was sent about three miles south of the city
to Forts Chene and Berwick,

The Lafourche Guards and

Providence Cadets under Major Hunter were stationed at
Franklin in St, Mary Parish,

86

The soldiers of the Fourth

Regiment were becoming restless with inactivity and the
routine of camp life, and since there was little or no fight
ing in this area, Allen and Hunter had to keep them busy
drilling and improving the forts and camps.

They remained

in southern Louisiana until February, 1862, when General
Lovell, in response to a call from President Davis for more
87
troops, ordered them to Tennessee,
The Fourth Regiment arrived in Jackson, Tennessee,
Vol. VI, 557; Vol. XV, 183-88, 1087; Vol. XXVI, Ft. 1,
pp. 185 , 337-81. The New Orleans, Opelousas, and Great
Western Railroad was about eighty miles long and had been
constructed between 1858 and 1857.
86 New Orleans Dally True Delta, January 16, October 88,
November 11, 1861; Sew orleanaDally Picayune, October 30,
November 10, 1861; West Baton Rouge sugar flan ter, November
8, 30, 1861; Baton Rouge weekly Gazette and corned, November
7, 1861; Stephenson and Davis(eds.j, wTKe"civil War Diary
of Willie Hleajah Barrow,** in loo, elt., 444-66.
87 Official Records, ser. iTHTolT"?!, 838; New Orleans
Dally *£rue Delta, February 26, 1862, The regiment left New
Orleans February 25, 1862.

about the first of March.

General Beauregard appointed Allen

military governor of Jackson, a position he held until West
ern Tennessee f e U into the control of the Federal govern28
ment early in April*
Soon after the Fourth Regiment arrived in Tennessee,
Colonel Robert J. Barrow resigned his command because of ill
health, and Lieutenant Colonel Allen was elected to succeed
him.

Major Samuel E. Hunter was elected lieutenant colonel,

and captain Thomas E. Vick of the Lafourche Guards was pro89
moted major.
Colonel Allen9s regiment was attached to the second
corps of the Army of the Mississippi under the command of
Major General Bragg and was a part of the first division
under the Immediate command of General Daniel Buggies.

on

March 21 the Fourth Regiment received orders to prepare five
days* rations and be ready to march on quick notice.

This

order brought joyous shouts from all members of the Fourth
Regiment because they had been In the army for nine months
without a single engagement and were anxiously looking for30
ward to the time when they could participate in battle.
In the last days of March the confederate army under the
command of Albert Sidney Johnston withdrew from central
28 Memphis Appeal, March 5, 1892; New Orleans Daily True
Delta, March ll, 1592; Baton Rouge weekly Gazette and
doraei, March 14, 1892; New Orleans Dally Delia, Marcfi 13,

1892T

29 Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and comet, March 14, 1862;
New Orleans Dally della, Itardk iBTTfidS; Baton Rouge
Oapltollan and Advocate, July 5, 1885.
Batonl8yugi~Weekly Gazette and comet, March 21, 1898;
Official Records. Sir. I, fol.
I, p. 382,
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Tennessee and concentrated around Corinth, Mississippi.
On the morning or April 6 , General Johnston ordered an
advance upon the Union forces encamped near Pittsburg landing
under the command of Grant,

on the first day most of the

fighting occurred near Shiloh Church in southern Tennessee.
(The Confederates, in three fierce charges, drove the Union
f
iforces from their camps, but near the end of the day General
Johnston was mortally wounded.

The command fell to General

P. G. T. Beauregard, who, thinking enough had been acoomplished for the day, stopped the fighting.

31

Colonel Allen led his gallant Fourth Regiment on each
of the charges made by the Confederates, and In his report

|of
i
j

the battle he stated that just before the regiment was

ready to make the first charge a Tennessee regiment, iromediately behind him, fired, by mistake, killing and wounding
a number of his men.

This almost demoralized his troops,

but colonel Allen was able to reorganize the group and lead
them into the battle.

During the day Allen appeared to be

everywhere, always encouraging and directing his men In the
fight.

At the close of the first day's fighting one mem

ber of the regiment said, "Col. Allen acted with greatest
gallantry and coolness. X expected to see him fall every
35
moment."
The intrepid leader exposed himself unnecessarily,

r

31- For Confederate reports of the battle, see official
Records, Ser. I, Vol. X, 582-6*1; for Union reports, dee
ibid.. 98-381; D. W. Reed, The Battle of Shiloh and the
Organizations gngaged (Washington, 1913T7
32 Allen** reportof the battle, see Offloial Records,
Ser. I, Vol. X, Pt. 1, pp. *69-90; Dorsey, BSc^
of
Henry Watkins Allen, 73-8.
r'n'""T l "
1 S3 Thomas Chinn Robertson, Battle of Shiloh from a
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during the day and received a very painful flesh wound in
the face.

That night Captain Henry M. Favrot of the Delta

Rifles was in the same tent with Colonel Allen and later

34

said, "although seemingly quiet he had little sleep if any. ”
The next morning, his face swollen, and suffering from loss
of blood and intense pain, Allen placed the Fourth Regiment
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hunter and went to
the hospital for relief.

His wound being treated, Allen lay

down to get some much-needed rest, but just at that moment
he heard a general stampede of wagons, horses, and men.

He

rushed out, mounted his horse, and rode after the soldiers.
Allen in his report said, "X succeeded in putting a stop to
the stampede, and placed cavalry in the rear, with orders to
cut down all who attempted to pass."

During the day of

April 7 Allen, by order of General Bragg, remained in the
rear of the army rallying the stragglers and organizing them
into companies.

His Fourth Regiment went into action under
36
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hunter.
On the night of April 6 a portion of General Don C.
Buell*s army Joined Grant*s forces and the following morning
took the field against the Confederates.

General Beauregard

Southern Stand-Polnt: A Letter Written to his Mother When a
Soldier “Boy (tfnltedDaughters' 'of the Confederacy, Baton
~
Souge,~lfll2), 6 .
34 Baton Rouge Capitoilan and Advocate, July 3, 1885;
H. C. Clarke, Diary of the WaFTor separation; A Daily
Chronicle of the Principal ITventa and history of the Present
RevolutiohTo~W5loh is added ho tea and Description9 of"all
the Great""Battles ... (Augusta, 186^77 X32TI
35 official Records, ser. I, vol. X, Ft. 1, p. 490,

36

mr.------
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met the assault but was unable to hold his position and after
another day of heavy fighting retreated to Corinth*
The army remained in northern Mississippi until May 30,
when the advance of the federal forces made necessary a
battle or another retreat*

The Confederates chose the latter

as the more expedient and withdrew southward about fifty-two
\
miles to Tupelo, Mississippi*
In the meantime, a large Federal force under Brigadier
General Benjamin F. Butler and Admiral David G« Farragut had
37
occupied the city of New Orleans on May 1, 1862,
and a
week later Farragut too* possession of Baton Houge*

Leaving

COBffinander David D* Porter in charge of the latter city, he
went up the river beyond Hatches and Vicksburg*

Admiral

Farragut found none of the places strongly fortified, but
he realised the Federal forces were not strong enough at
38
that time to capture and hold the cities*
37 For Confederate correspondence on the defense of New
Orleans, see ibid., Vol. 71, 510-54$ for Union correspondence
of the capture of the city, see ibid*, 503-10, 675-725*
President Davis, in response to a resolution of the confeder
ate Congress, ordered a Court of Inquiry concerning the loss
of New Orleans. Members of the court were Major General
Thomas c* Hindman, Brigadier Generals Thomas F* Drayton,
William M. Gardiner, and Major L. R. Page. The court began
its hearings in Jackson, Mississippi, April 4, 1863, and con
cluded its work in Richmond, Virginia, July 13, 1863* A num
ber of military officials including General Lovell and citi
zens of New Orleans were called before the court. They found
that Lovell had taken proper steps for the defense of the
city but his department was weakened by the withdrawal of
forces. For the oourt proceedings, see ibid*, 555-643* For
a criticism of the confederate authorities on the defense on
New Orleans, see H. A* Trexler, "The Confederate Navy
Department and the Fall of New Orleans ,w in the southwest
Review (Dallas, 1915-), XIX (1933-34), 86-102.
Official Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 457, 498, 514-15,
See Confederate General M, L. 3mithfs report, Ibid., 6-12.
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The capture of New Orleans, Farragut9s trip up the
river, and the loss of Tennessee revealed to the confederates
the plan of the Federal forces to take the Mississippi River*
It m s most essential that the Confederates hold the river
because of the valuable trade from Mexico through Texas and
Louisiana; therefore in the summer of 1868 they began work
on the defenses at Fort Hudson and Vioksburg.
General Lovell, the commander of the department, left
New Orleans in April and went to Camp Moore*

The following

month he was ordered to take charge of the work at Vicksburg*
General M* L. Smith, a subordinate of Lovell9s, supervised
the construction of the fortifications around the city of
Vicksburg*

To assist him in the work Beauregard sent a num

ber of troops from Tupelo; among them was the Fourth
39
Louisiana Regiment*
General Smith pushed the work on the fort at Vicksburg
and had almost completed it when on May 18 the Federals at
tacked the city from the river*

Vicksburg was bombarded for

the next two months but with little damage to the city and
its fortifications*

The last operations against the city
40
were concluded on July 27*
Shortly after the Fourth Regiment arrived in Vicksburg
39 see General Smith9a report, ibid.
40 For Confederate correspondence, see ibid,, 6-19; for
Union correspondence, see Ibid., 28-35* For an account by a
Union general, see G* Mott Willlams, "The First Vicksburg
Expedition and the Battle of Baton Rouge, 1862," in war
Papers Read before the Qommandery of the state of Wisconsin,
Military order of tKe""Loyal Region odfTEe tJniteH"States, 4
v B IS r i m iw a u g e e T

------------------
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Major Vick withdrew his company and William P. Pennington
was elected major.

Colonel Allen and his group were posted

outside the city as a part of the picketing force.**'
On June 28 General Bari Von Dorn replaced Lovell as
commander of the army east of the Mississippi Elver; and
after the successful defense of Vicksburg, he decided to
drive the Federals out of Baton Houge and then attack Hew
Orleans.

General John C. Breckinridge, former Democratic

/ candidate for president, was designated to lead the expej
! dltion in South Louisiana. He left Vicksburg July 27 with
about 4,000 men and, traveling by railroad, arrived at Camp
( Moore the next day.

There he found Brigadier General Buggies

and a small force of men.

Most of the troops under the com

mand of Breckinridge had participated in the defense of
Vioksburg and were weakened by exposure to the heavy rains
and the intense heat.

A large number of the men fell ill

before they left Camp Moore on July 30 for the sixty-mile
march to Baton Rouge, and others became sick before arrival.
When Breckinridge encamped on the Comite Elver about ten
miles east of Baton Bouge on August 4, he had leas than
3,000 men forming two divisions under Generals Charles Clark
42
and Buggies.
Baton Rouge was defended by Brigadier General Thomas
Williams with a land force of about 2,500, and supported by
41 Mew Orleans Daily Picayune. July 5, 1685; Official
Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV," 11. Major Vick was appointed
brigadier general of the Louisiana militia and assigned to
command Avoyelles, Rapides, and Concordia parishes. Ibid.,
985.
42 Ibid., 75-82.
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a number of Teasels on the river.

43

Barly on the morning of August 5 the Confederates} ex*
pec ting the Arkansas. which had been ordered to aid them,
attaoked the city*

The battle raged until early in the

afternoon} when Breekinridge learned that the Confederate
shipfs machinery was disabled and the boat had grounded
44
abore Baton Rouge*
Colonels Allen and Alla P* Thompson led the forces under
General Buggies' command} which were the second division of
the troopS} and oocupied the southern end of the line*
attaoked Baton Rouge from the southeast*

They

Colonel Allen dis

played much bravery and skill in the fight; with a flag in
his hand and out in front of his troops he led them on a
daring dash across an open field for about 150 yards in the
face of a strong fire from the Federal forces*
a few yards of their objective
south of the oapitcl —
in both legs*

—

when within

a Union battery stationed

Allen was wounded, having been shot

He urged his men to continue the fight, but

disorder soon prevailed, and they, carrying their wounded
■
45
leader, retreated east of the city*
Breckinridge, cognizant that his men were thirsty and
exhausted from the day’s hard fighting and that he could not
45 For Union correspondence on the battle, see ibid., 3776; Q* Mott Williams, "The First Vicksburg Expedition and
the Battle of Baton Rouge, 1863," in loc. oit*, 57-60.
44 For Confederate reports on the BaTtle, see Official
Records, Ser* I, Vol. XV, 76-108.
45 ibid., 100-103, 106; Dorsey, Recollections of Henry
Watkins Allen, 144-45.
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drive the Federals out of the city without aid, withdrew his
troops to the Comite River.

They remained here for a short

time and then were ordered to port Hudson under command of
Hunter*

40

The regiment was stationed there until May, 1363,

and then was ordered to J&ekson, Mississippi * Later it
aided in the defense of Mobile and participated in a number
of battles _in Georgia, where they were stationed when the
war closed.
Colonel Allen was taken about six miles from Baton Rouge
to the home of Granville Pierce, where he lay very ill for
several weeks.

The bones in his right leg were shattered by

the bullet, but the left received only a flesh wound.

Doctor

Amzi Martin, his physician, thought it necessary to amputate
the right leg, but Colonel Allen refused

to givehis consent.

After

a long period of convalescence he was able to walk
46
with the assistance of crutches,
and although too weak to
remain with his regiment, he visited it at Port Hudson.
When it was evident he would not be strong enough to lead
the regiment in the summer campaigns, he resigned his com49
mand on January 19, 1663.
Allen returned once more to Cooper's Wells, a resort in
Mississippi, and while recuperating was appointed to the
** Official Records, Ser. X, Vol. XV> 82.
47 fobn 4. Kendall, "Diary of Surgeon Craig," in loo.
Git., 34-55.
48 Mexico City Mexican Times, February 10, 1866; Mew
Orleans Times Democrat, July B 1885; Dorsey, Recollections
of Henry1f atElna Allen, 144-45.
40 Andrew B. Booth {comp,), Records of Louisiana
Confederate Soldiers and Louisiana Confederate Commands. 3
vols: '
Orleans7 1 ^ ) 7 1 7 " W .----------------------
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military court at Jackson*

The colonel, being very anxious

to continue in active duty and thinking that he would coon
he strong enough to ride a horse, declined the appointment*
Colonel Allen9s Louisiana friends prevailed upon Governor
Thomas 0* Moore to appoint him major general of the Louisiana
state troops, which he did with the hearty approval of the
state legislature*

Allen took the oath of office on February
81
88, 1365, and was reappointed In June of the same year.

He did not become active in his new position because the
state9s jurisdiction extended over a very small area east of
the river and Allen did not cross the Mississippi until
October, 1863*
In August, 1663, President Davis appointed Allen brig
adier general and ordered him to report to General Kirby
Smith, commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department*

He

was given the privilege of raising a brigade of soldiers
from certain paroled troops, deserters, and stragglers west

. 8 8

of the river*

The Mississippi Elver had been under the control of the
Federal forces since the fall of Vioksburg and Port Hudson
55
in 1863*
It was being patroled very closely by the Federal
80 official accords* Ser. IV, Vol. IX, 395. The court
was created by General orders Ho. 17, February 13, 1863.
The members were George B* Wilkinson, presiding judge,
Mississippi; John J* Good, Texas, Henry w. Allen, Louisiana,
and John P. McMillan, Judge-advoeate* Host of the authorities
erroneously state that Allen was president of the court*
51 List of Commissions for Louisiana, MSS., in Confederate
Records, The national Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CLXIX, p. 3*
38 Official Records, Ser. I, Vol. XXII, Pt* 8, p. 976*
The Trans-Mississippi Department was organised May 86, 1868.
Post, Chap. IX*
53 Vicksburg surrendered July 6 , 1S63, and Port Hudson on
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authorities and blockade running was a dangerous thing# but
it was imperative that Allen eross the river into the TransMississippi Department*
After the surrender of Vioksburg many of the Confederate
soldiers went aoross the river to their homes in Louisiana,
but others remained in Mississippi * A parole camp was
established near Enterprise, Mississippi, where a number of
troops from the Third Regiment of the Louisiana Infantry
assembled*
General Allen had seleoted a former subordinate officer,
Captain Ben W* Clark, as his adjutant, who with Nolan Clark
went to the parole camp and asked for five volunteers to ac
company them aoross the river and through the blockade*
Major J* ?. springer of the Third Regiment was at the camp
on special duty for the confederate government*

He had about

30,000 rounds of ammunition and u ,500,000 of Confederate
money which he hoped to deliver in the Trans-Mississippi
54
Department •
Allen*s party consisted of Captain Clark, acting adju
tant general, Captain T. K. Fauntleroy, Major A. E* LaSalle,
Major J* F. springer, A* 1. Perry, G* W. Webb, Eli Nash, and
F. D* and William H« Tunnard of the Third Regiment of
Louisiana Infantry*

After securing an open top ambulance, a

skiff mounted on wheels, and an army wagon loaded with money
and ammunition, they left Enterprise in September for the
July 9, 1863*
54 William H. Tunnard, "H. W* Allen,*• in Baton Rouge
Evening Truth, July 3, 4, 1899*
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Mississippi River.

The group passed through Shubuta, Ellis-

ville, Hontlcello, Summit, Liberty, Woodvllle, and Fort
Adams, which was Just north of the Louisiana line*

They

rested for a short time at the home of Colonel J. Hunter,
near the town of Waterloo, Mississippi, before making their
first effort to get through the blockade*

Late in September

they departed for the river, but before arriving there Major
Springer discovered a company of federals landing.

Immed

iately Allen9s party left their wagons, jumped on their
horses, and made a hurried escape.

They were successful in

evading the federal troops and returned to Colonel Hunter9s
home, where they secured another wagon and the necessary
supplies for a second attempt at blockade running.

Leaving

Major Springer at woodville, the party traveled about forty
miles up the river and encamped on the campus of Oakland
College near Rodney, Mississippi, which Is opposite the town
of Waterproof, Louisiana.

About the first of Ootober they

crossed the river safely and made their escape into Louisiana.
They began a long journey of more than one hundred miles to
55
Alexandria, where they arrived October 11.
Allen had instructions to assemble all the soldiers be
longing to the Third, seventeenth, Twenty-second, Twentythird, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty55 Ibid. Tunnard, writing some thirty-six years after the
event took place, must have forgotten the exact dates. He
said the group spent the night of Ootober SO at Oakland col
lege near Rodney. Allen, writing to yames A. Seddon, Sec
retary of War, from Alexandria, Louisiana. October IS, said,
"I arrived at this place yesterday.* Official Records, Ser.
I, Vol. XXVI, Pt, 2, p. 175.
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eighth, and Thirty-first regiments of Louisiana Volunteers
who had been paroled at Vicksburg or Port Hudson, and any
stragglers in Louisiana.

The troops were ordered to report

to Brigadier General Allen at Alexandria.

General Kirby

Smith wrote the generals in his department to give Allen
56
suoh assistance as they could in gathering his command.
Allen, writing to James A. Seddon, secretary of War, on
October IS, said, "Things over here look gloomy.

The enemy

are reported advancing in force, and the people are despond-*
ing ftia

very desponding Jiidl .*

He communicated with Kirby

Smith and General Taylor, who commanded the southern part of
the state, and then made plans to assemble his brigade.
Late in October Allen moved his headquarters to Shreveport
and Issued his first general order designating the place for
each of his companies to assemble and naming the commanding
57
officer in each group.
However, before Allen could as
semble his brigade the people of Louisiana had elected him
governor of the state, and he accepted in January, 1864.
Allen resigned his position in the Confederate Army about
56
January 1, 1664.
56 Ibid., 175*
November^, 1863.
57 Shreveport
1663; Opelousas
56 Shreveport

174, 565;

Shreveport Semi-Weekly News.
---------------semi-Weekly Hews, November 11, 13, 17,
dourler» December IB, 1863
Semi-Weekly News, February 16, 1864.
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The capture of Hew Orleans and extension of control over
south Louisiana by the Federals in 1862 marked the beginning
of a dual government for the people of Louisiana.

Before the

end of the year General Benjamin F. Butler appointed George
Foster Shepley military governor of Louisiana and, in keeping
with President Lincoln* s reconstruction policy, prepared to
restore olvil authority.

In December Benjamin Franklin

Flanders and Hlehael Hahn were elected to congress from the
1
first and second districts, respectively.
General Nathaniel P. Banks replaced Butler as commander
of the department in December, 1862 and after thirteen months
delay, called an election for February 28, 1864*

Hahn, the

administration candidate for governor, won over I. Q. A.
Fellows and Flanders,

other officers elected were James

Madison wells, Stanislas wrotnowaki, Bartholomew Leahy Lynch,
James G. Belden, John McNair, and Doctor A. P. Dos tie, lieu*
tenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general,
treasurer, superintendent of education, and auditor, respec
tively.
In March the voters eleoted delegates to a constitution
al convention, which met the following month in Hew Orleans
1 For a discussion of Reconstruction in Louisiana, see
Caskey. Secession and Restoration of Louisiana* John R.
Floklln. History"oirgeconsiaruotionT n Louisiana through
1868. in yohns Hopitclns University aTOdies (Baltimore t
1513).
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and revised the constitution of 1853$ later a small number
of voters adopted the constitution.

Government under the

modified organic act continued to function until the close
of the mar.

Its jurisdiction was confined for the moat part

to the parishes In the southern part of the state, although
those along the Mississippi River and others where the Federal armies were located, as in St. Tammany, conformed to
the Federal laws and the reconstructed state government.
From 1863 to 1855 the Confederate authority was not
questioned in the northwestern portion of the state, but its
control over the remainder of the parishes depended upon the
success of the Federal armies.

There were from thirty to

forty parishes which recognized the confederate authority.
In June, 1853, the legislature at Shreveport recognized that
nineteen parishes were under complete control of the Federals
and four more were partly under their control.

This legis-

lature had forty parishes represented at Shreveport and in
the following year legislators from forty-one parishes at*
tended the session.

There were certain parishes which sent

representatives to both governments in 1854,

Hew Orleans

under the control of the Federals had two legislators in
Shreveport.

Madison, Concordia, Rapides, Avoyelles, Fast

2 Shreveport scml-Weefcly Mews, June 9, 1853. Ascension,
Assumption, Fast baton fiouge, Iberville, Jefferson, Lafay
ette, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemlne, St. Bernard, St.
Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Landry, St.
Martin, St. Mary, Terrebonne, Vermillion, and west Baton
Rouge parishes were recognized as being within the Federal*®
jurisdiction and Avoyelles, Carroll, Madison, and Tensas
were partly under their control.
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Feliciana, St. Mary, Terrebonne, Assumption! and Iberville
had representatives and senators in Shreveport, but they
also elected delegates to the constitutional convention in
5
March! 1834*
It is certain that the Confederate governors
had control over more parishes than the Lincoln government
at Hew Orleans, but they did not have as large a population
under their jurisdiction because the city of lT£w Orleans was
within the Federal lines.

In the confederate state election

of November, 1833, the highest vote polled was 7,705, where
as the vote oast for Governor Hahn and the other candidates
on February 28, 1834, was 11,355 with about one-half of them
4
coming from Orleans Parish.
The Florida parishes, although completely separated
from west Louisiana after 1835, continued to maintain their
Confederate government, to send representatives to the
legislature, to collect and make returns for taxes, to send
men into the army, and to receive aid from the state govern
ment at Shreveport.
When the war began the state capital was located at
Baton Rouge, but It became a peripatetic one after the fall
of Hew Orleans in May, 1832.

Governor Moore hurriedly left

the city and established headquarters in the southwestern
3
part of the state at Opelousas.
The state legislature held
3 Journal of the Convention for Revision and Amendment of
the constitution of LouisianeT(lfSw Orleans,' 1534), 5. For
those attending tie session at Shreveport, see Appendix 1*
4 Shreveport semi-Weekly News. February 8 , 1834; New
Orleans Times, February 255, £4, 23, 1834; New Orleans Daily
Picayune, February 23, 1834.
5 dbreveport Southwestern, June 85, 1862; Shreveport
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one session there in the fail of the year, but the nearness
to the eoast and the fear of an invasion caused them to
transfer the capital to Shreveport*
Governor lloore and his staff established their head**
quarters at his plantation near Alexandria , where it may be
said the capital was located for a short time*

However,

early the next year the Governor followed the other officials
6
who had gone to Shreveport in February.
The legislature met in extraordinary session at Shreve
port on May 4, when the question of a quorum was raised*
They debated whether those living under Federal control could
be members of the assembly and, if they were not present,
what would constitute a quorum*
According to the constitution there were ninety-eight
members in the lower House and a majority was a quorum*

As

there were a number of representatives absent at this time a
committee was appointed to investigate the matter*

It re

ported on June 1 that fifty-four members were under the
jurisdiction of the state, that forty-one members were with
in the enemy lines or absent from the state, and that there
were three vacancies caused by death*

since only fifty-four

members were under the state*a jurisdiction the committee
recommended that twenty-eight be accepted as a quorum*
7
House adopted the report and proceeded with its work*

The

Governor lloore, in his message to the legislature on
Sami-weekly Hews, December 9, 1862.
E Shreveport semi-weekly News, February 1, March 13,
April 24, 1893*
7 Ibid*, March 1C, May 11, 26, June 5, 9, 12, 1653*
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June 11, 1863, reported that Louisiana had sent approximately
50,000 men to the army, hut stated that he was un&ble to en
force the militia law enacted at Opelousas because of the
large number of men absent from the state in the confederate
service.

8

The Governor said that he had printed and dis

tributed about one-half of the treasury notes which the
legislature had authorised, but he opposed such a policy be
cause inflation was dangerous and would soon destroy the
credit of the state.

He stated that such measures would

seriously handicap private business.

Governor Moore further

recommended that part of the five million dollars approp
riated for the poor be used to purchase cotton cards to be
sold at cost.

He proposed that the distillation of liquor

be prohibited or taxed so heavily that it would not be
profitable to pursue the trade.

Governor Moore urged the

legislature to take the necessary steps to preserve the
state government.

He wanted laws enacted to take care of

the next election, but he did not believe It expedient to
call a state convention because only about one-half of the
parishes could send representatives.
After hearing the Governor’s message, the legislature
began work and by June SO had completed its program.

The

assembly fixed the third Monday in January as the next regu
lar meeting date for the legislature and provided that it
should meet "at the seat of government."

it arranged for

the election of state officials and congressmen on the first
8 Ibid., June 12, 1863, contained the message of Governor
Moore•
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Monday In November of 1863,

The supreme court was authorized

to hold at least one session each year in Shreveport,

The

secretary of state was instructed to have printed the acts
and journals of the legislative session held in Opelousas*

9

For the defense of the state, Governor Moore was author
ized to place in the state militia all white males between
the ages of seventeen and fifty,years*

Hone were to be ex-

sap ted and no substitutes were to be received*

The Governor

was authorized to call the troops into service for a period
of not less than three months or more than twelve months at
a time*

The legislature appropriated one million dollars

and instructed the Governor to contract for two ironclad gun
boats*
The death penalty was fixed as punishment for the negro
slaves caught taking up arms against the state or the Con
federacy*
To regulate the amount of money in circulation and to
stabilize business conditions the legislature provided that
no individual or corporation except chartered banks might
issue notes to circulate as money*

Towns, parishes, and

banks were authorized to issue notes of one dollar or less
for the purpose of providing a medium of exchange*
In response to Governor Moore's recommendation, the
legislature prohibited the manufacture of intoxicating liquor
9 For the work of the legislature, see Acts passed by the
Sixth legislature of the State of louisianaat its Srtra
Session, neld iri'tH? S l t y o f Shreveport,’"on TEe "4th da/"of

3 g f7 T 5 6 fT ® re v e p o rt7 ^ 6 ^ *
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by distillation of grains, sugar, molasses, or cane juice*
The assembly was generous in Its appropriations for the
remainder of the year.

A sum was made available for the

benefit of the sick and wounded soldiers in the three hospitals at Natchitoches.

Three hundred thousand dollars was

placed at the disposal of the Governor to aid the people who
had been expelled by the Federals from the vicinity of New
Orleans.

He was instructed to name one or more commissioners

to visit the city of Hobile and distribute the money among
the Louisianian9s who had gone there.

The legislature

authorized the Governor to use the $500,000 appropriated in
January for the aid of soldiers families to purchase cotton
and wool cards to be distributed among the families of sol
diers and officers.

Sums were appropriated to repay citi-

sens of Louisiana who had lost slaves or property while em
ployed on public works, to defray departmental printing
costs, for removing the state records, and for the rent of
offices in Shreveport.
The legislature adopted a resolution of sympathy for
the mother of General Thomas J. "stonewall** Jackson who had
recently been killed at the Battle of Chancellorsville.
No convention was called to nominate state officals in
1663 but soon after the legislature adjourned a group of
names began appearing in the papers under the title of
"State Ticket."

Allen was nominated governor and Benjamin

W. Pearce, former state legislator from Bienville, was
selected for second place on the ticket,

other candidates
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were Flavillus s. Goode, attorney general; Bypollte Peralta,
auditor of public accounts; B. L* Defreeee, treasurer; Pliny
D* Hardy, secretary of state; and w. H. N. Magruder, superin
tendent of education.10
Allen was east of the Mississippi Hlver recuperating
from his wounds when nominated*

He did not arrive at Alex

andria until August 1$, and two months passed before he went
to Shreveport*

11

The campaign was guiet and uneventful, for

none of the candidates were active in their own behalf*
There were no public gatherings and barbecues which usually
accompanied Louisiana campaigns*
Colonel Leroy A. Stafford of Rapides, a member of the
IS
Ninth Louisiana Regiment, was A l l e y s chief opponent*
However, on the day of the election votes were cast for
James W* McDonald, John M* Sandidge, Congressman Benjamin L*
13
Hodge, and General Leonidas Polk*
Thirty of the forty-eight parishes made election returns
to the secretary of state*

The "state Ticket*9 was elected

by a large majority; Allen received 6,381 votes out of a
total of 7,404, and the candidates for other offices received
14
similar majorities*
10 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, August 85, 1663;
Opelousas courier, September IS, 1863; Shreveport
Southwestern» August 30, 1663*
11 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, Ootober 87, 1863.
IS Shreveport S o u t h w e s t e r n October 88, 1863*
13 For election returns, see Appendix II.
14 Shreveport semi-weekly News, February 8 , 1864;Journal
of the Louisiana Senate,' Deo ember 15, 1868, to
February11,
1864, MS3«, in Confederate Records, The National Archives,
Chap. VIII, Vol. CXCII, 3.
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Although AX lea was etilX weak, suffering from hie
wounds, and unable to walk without crutches, he made a most
fatiguing fire weeks trip oyer the state in an ambulance to
ascertain the condition and needs of the people.

Leaving

Shreveport on November SO, he made a number of speeches in
the northern part of the state before arriving at Monroe,
He turned south to Alexandria, and then up the Hed River
Valley via Natchitoches and Mansfield to Shreveport, where
15
he arrived on December S3,
It is probable that Allen9s speeches were the same
wherever he went,

only one of them has come to light and

that was made at Alexandria on December 11, when he told the
people that he had come to answer two questions for them:
"What is the condition of our armies and of the confederacy?"
16
and "When will the war end?"
Allen described the future of the confederacy in glow
ing terms and exaggerated somewhat the size of the Confeder
ate armies when he estimated that the Confederacy had 518,000
troops in service,

Allen was very optimistic about the

amount of food, clothing, munitions, and the number of sol
diers available for the army.

He thought that the confeder

acy could carry on Indefinitely without any serious damage
15 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 354;
New Orleans Daily picayune, Bay IF, l M 6? § h r e v e p o r t semiWeekly News, Worember ldt 20, 29, 1865. Allen's itinerary1’
Included Bellevue, Mlnden, Homer, yaraerville, Bastrop,
Monroe, Vernon, Mount Lebanon, Alexandria, Natchitoches,
Many, Mansfield, and Keaohle,
16 Alexandria Louisiana Democrat, December 14, 1863;
Opelousas Courier, December 16, 1865; Shreveport SemiWeekly W e w & "flecember 22, 1863,
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to itself or its population if the people would put their
shoulders to the wheel.

Allen told the people of Alexandria

that after careful obserr&tion and deliberate thought he ho
llered

thewar would end within twelre months because Lincoln

would be unable to get enough troops to continue the war
longer.

He then said:
He would rather fight until the last confederate
was slain than erer again to come under the political
union with our barbarous enemies. He would ash as
the first condition of a return to the Federal Union,
that our hundred thousand gallant dead should be re
stored to life, that our weeping orphans and widows
should be healed of their sorrow, that our great sac
rifices should all be repaid to us, that our stolen,
corrupted, and slaughtered slaves should be returned
to us with all the material prosperity which we en
joyed before the waging of this wanton, cruel, and
most barbarous war. 17

After his return to Shreveport, Allen and Governor
Moore, working together, prepared their messages for the
18
legislature
which was scheduled to meet on January 18.
When the assembly convened the House had twenty-one present
19
but only seven answered roll call in the Senate.
Joseph
B* Slam of Desoto was elected speaker of the House.

Benjamin

W. Pearce was president of the Senate and John Moore of St.
SO
Martin Parish
was elected president pro tempore.
On January SO Governor Moore sent his final message on
17 Opelousas Courier, December £6 , 1663.
18 Thomas
Manning, "Reminiscences of Henry W. Allen,"
in Hew Orleans Times-Democrat, July 6 , 1865.
19 Shreveport Semi^Wcekly Hews, January £9, 1864. For
members of the legislature,see"Appendix 111•
SO Officers of the House were: A. Isaacson, clerk; B. W.
Halsey, assistant clerk; and James W. Wilson, sergeant-atarms, officers of the senate were: William F» Wagner, sec
retary; Oscar Arroyo, assistant secretary; and D. E. Grove,
sergeant-at-arms.

c.
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21
the condition ot the state to the legislature.

He reported

that the reoelpts for the state during the past year were
$6,706,774*55 and the expenses amounted to $5,689,145*71•
He pointed out that no taxes had been collected as ordered
by the legislature and that the expenses of the state had
been met by issuing state bonds which he said was a bad pol
icy because the bonds were depreciating*

Moore said, "This

state of things mast be remedied or we shall experience dis
astrous results."

He urged that the bonds be sold only to

pay the deficit of the state*
Moore stated that the acts of the session at Opelousas
had not been printed and, as an economy measure, he suggest
ed that the aots and journals should be printed in Hnglish
only*

He reported that he had spent $500,000 appropriated

for the aid of the Louisiana citizens living in Mobile, Ala
bama.

He recommended that the legislature prohibit free

negroes from testifying in the courts since Louisiana was
the only southern state which permitted it*

He criticised

the enforcement of the impressment acts because he thought
the officers had exceeded their power*

He urged the organi

zation of a local reserve corps to aid with the defense when
a territory was invaded and to assist in maintaining order*
Moore recommended the use of slaves in the army because
the Federal government was using them*

He thought they could

be used for ditch digging, wagon drivers, and similar tasks
81 Shreveport Semi-weekly Hews, February 8 , 1864, con
tained the recommendations of"governor Moore.
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to release a large number of soldiers for more important
duties*

He eonoluded with a report on the soldiers furnish

ed by Louisiana whioh he said humhered about 52,000 in ad
dition to over 10,000 in looal reserve corps.
Few men entered offioe under the conditions whioh con
fronted Governor Thomas Overton lloore in 1860 and probably
none left office when his state was so prostrate as Governor
lloore did in 1864.

He had done much to keep up the courage

of the people, furnish supplies, and enlist troops for the
Confederacy, but the loss of Hew Orleans, Baton Rouge, and
south Louisiana, the riohest section of the state, coupled
with the devastation caused by Federal raids was too much
for him to overcome.
The governor-elect was inaugurated on January 25 before
a joint meeting of the legislature in front of the Shreveport
courthouse, whioh at that time was the oapltol.

Allen, pale,

emaciated, weak, and suffering intense pain from the wounds
received in the Battle of Baton Rouge, was Introduced by
ZZ
Governor lloore.
Few, if any, expected him to revolutionise
the impoverished state, because his jurisdiction was limited,
the soldiers were in need of food and clothing, and there
was a bitter conflict between the civil and military author
ities •
Allen opened his inaugural address by promising to
serve the state honestly, faithfully, and zealously, and
then said;
ZZ Shreveport Army and Navy Messenger, February 2, 1865.
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Without any solioiation whatever on my part, X
hare heen elected to the highest honor within the gift
of the people. Xf X were ambitious, the measure of my
ambition is full, to be called to the helm in these
stormy times, to pilot the ship of State, (X trust to
a port of safety) is indeed honor enough for any man.
X would, therefore, be reoreant to every principle of
honor, of manliness, and of patriotism, If X permitted
any thing but a high sense of conscientious duty to
govern me in the administration of the affairs of
State. X shall not falter in the discharge of the
duties assigned me by the constitution, but whenever
the good of the people require it, and X have the
power, X shall take all responsibilities, and trust
to you and your constituents to support me. 23
The Governor paid a tribute to the retiring executive
for his spotless Integrity and patriotic heart.

Then he

turned to the suffering of the people and said, "For nearly
three years we have battled with a cruel and vindictive foe.
... Age and innocence have alike been murdered, and the widow
and the orphan have been brought to the door of starvation.
The enemy, glutted with murder, rapine and plunder, seemed
to have sickened at their own outrages, and are now offering
terms of peace."

But Allen remarked, "What terms of peace

does the bloody Holoch at Washington suggest to his Congress?
He asked you to give up all your negroes, to submit to the
constitution and the acts of the Black Republican party, And,
If called upon to do so, to hunt down your brother and
neighbor.**

Allen concluded, "The fiend of hell in all his

23 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 12, 18645 New
Orleans Times, February IS, £3, Starch 31, 1864; Alexandria
Louisiana democrat, February 5, 1864; Galveston Weekly
yews, February 5, 1864; Houston Tri-Weekly News, February
1, 1864; Inaugural Address of Governor lenry W* Allen to
the legislature or the state of Louisiana, January 257 X&64,
Belivered at Shreveport (Shreveport, 1864). 55fyavailable
in Howard Hamorial Library.
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malice never conceived such unnatural and Infernal wicked
ness!*

The Governor declared that he would never surrender

and urged the people of Louisiana not to give up hecause of
the large number of fathers and brothers who had died to
save the Confederacy.

Be criticised Butler, Banks, and other

federal generals for their acts of robbery, plunder, theft,
devastation, burning of the oapitol, and the taking of
private property.
He then turned his attention to the women of the state
and said, *Qh mothers of Louisiana, God Almighty bless you
and sustain you in this your hour of trial! ... Tour prayers
have pierced the clouds —

they have ascended to the skies,

and our Heavenly father will, in his own good time, answer
your petitions."
Allen, turning to the legislature, said, ”X shall recommend that you place In the hands of every woman in the
state a pair of cards, and that you enact a law for the pur
pose of supplying the people of the state with medicines.*
In his concluding remarks he stated that Generals Kirby
Smith and Richard Taylor had done their duty most nobly, as
gallant soldiers, and when the civil and military authorities
had conflicted they had always accepted cheerfully the de
cisions of the state courts.
On the following day Allen, delivering his first message
to the legislature, asked for the organization of a "State
Guard" composed of one regiment of five hundred men.

He rec

ommended that all able-bodied men between the ages of fifteen
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and fifty-five years toe oalled into aeryloe tor a period not
£4
to exceed sixty days at a time,
Allen praised the legislature ot 1863 tor prohibiting
the manufacture of intoxicating liquors.

He pointed out the

ill offsets of it upon the community and the army and urged
that the legislature enaet more stringent laws to preyent its
manufacture and importation and promised that they would toe
enforced if placed on the statute books.
For the aid of soldiers9 wives and families, Allen asked
for literal appropriations and proposed that the executive
toe authorized to procure corn and supplies to distribute
among the poor and needy.

He recommended that a pension of

eleven dollars per month toe provided for eaoh soldier of the
state who had been wounded while in the service of the state
or Confederacy.
The Governor complained of the treatment given the
people of Louisiana toy the enforcement of the impressment
act and suggested that the legislature make it an offense
for anyone to impress illegally in the state.
He recommended an appropriation of one million dollars
to purchase cotton cards for every female in the state atoove
the age of eighteen years.

He asked for five hundred thou

sand dollars to purchase medicines whioh would toe distributed
among the physicians of the state and sold to the people at
cost.
34 Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews. January 29, 1864;
Opelousas Courier, February 6 , 1364, contained Allen9s recommendations to the legislature.
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Allen proposed that all state treasury notes be called
and exchanged tor state bonds payable twenty years after the
war closed.

He further suggested that all corporations be

instructed to call in their notes and that the state issue
fire hundred thousand dollars in notes varying from ten cents
to one dollar in order that business might have a uniform
currency throughout the state.

During the period of the war

Allen suggested that no state taxes be collected by force.
He urged that all free persons of color be enrolled and
subject to the call of the Governor for any work whioh the
executive might select.
the Governor complained that a geological survey of the
state had never been made and asked that the executive be
authorised to send experienced men over the state in search
of iron, lead, and sulphates which he thought existed in
abundance.

Alien was confident that Louisiana could supply

all of its needs by the proper utilisation of its raw ma
terials and to initiate such a program he urged the legis
lature to encourage manufactories of all kinds.

He said,

•'Bend all your energies to the manufacturing of every article
needed at home or in the field. •. * Start the hammer and the
loom.

Let the furnace smoke and the anvil ring.”

Allen con

cluded his address by recommending the establishment of a
mining and manufacturing bureau to which would be attached
a laboratory for preparing indigenous medicine.
The legislature working rapidly and harmonously com
pleted its work within a few weeks and indicated its complete

confidence in Governor Allen by adopting virtually bis en
tire program*

He m s authorized to begin negotiations im

mediately to bring cotton oards, medicines, food, and other
necessities into the state and m s

instructed to buy cotton

and transport it through Texas to the Bio Grande.

The legis

lature m s very liberal in appropriating large sums for the
use of the executive.

Chapter VIII
WAR TIMS GOVERNOR, 1064-1860

Before the legislature adjourned Governor Allen began
negotiations to supply the needs of his impoverished state*
He made contracts with a number of agents to buy and trans
port cotton out of the state.

These agreements provided that

the agent would supply the state with medlelnes, cotton
oards, or other articles in exchange for cotton purchased by
the state.

The contracts usually guaranteed the agent one

fourth of the net proceeds,

Allen was careful to safeguard

the interests of the state by requiring all agents to make
sufficient bond to guarantee the execution of the contract.
On February 19 the Governor contracted with Edward
Jacobs, a Shreveport merchant, to buy in New Orleans at
wholesale prices $200,000 worth of medicines to be exchanged
for cotton at twenty-five cents per pound.

Jacobs was re

quired to deposit $50,000 as a bond with Allen.*

A similar

contract was made on February 20 with Robert Mott, legis2
lator from Hew Orleans,
a few days later the Governor made
a oontract with Leopold Levy who agreed to buy at wholesale
prices $40,000 worth of cotton and wool cards and medicines
to the amount of $10,000 and deliver them within the oon1 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS., in oonfederate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
C i m v , 21. This volume contains a number of contracts,
appointments by the governor, record of bonds made by the
agents, and much information relative to the purchases and
sales of the agents.
2 Ibid*, 22.
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federate lines*

Levy agreed to sell cotton which the state

had purchased at twenty-five cents per pound and to take as
his profit one fourth of the net proceeds. Allen required
3
him to deposit $10,000 as a bond*
Another contract was
made in March with Charles Lamb of Clarksville, Texas, who
agreed to deliver into Louisiana $50,000 worth of medicines
and machinery for spinning cotton and wool whioh he had pur
chased at wholesale prices in New Orleans and other places*
Governor Allen agreed to furnish Lamb with cotton at twenty4
five cents per pound*
In Mar oh Allen authorized L* P.
Conner to proceed to Brownsville or to cities in Mexico and
purchase ordnance stores and medical supplies for the state
5
of Louisiana*
other contracts were made with John G*
McWilliams, Emory Clapp, and

jr. S.

Vedder*

Much of the Louisiana cotton was sent to Houston and
Galveston and sold to the blockade runners,

other shipments

were made to San Antonio, where it was sent either to
Brownsville or Eagle pass, Texas*

Early in 1864 Emory Clapp

became the chief state agent in Texas with headquarters in
g
Houston*
When shipping conditions became dangerous at
Houston and Galveston, Clapp moved north of Houston to
Navasota where he received cotton from Louisiana and dis
patched overland to Shreveport, paper, cloth, medicines, and
3 Ibid ** 85*
4 T5I3*. 26-87*
5 Special orders of the Adjutant General’s office, 18621864, M3S«» in Confederate Records, The National Archives,
Chap* VIII, Vol. CLIII, 381.
6 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXIV, 24-25*
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cotton oards.

The records do not reveal the amount of busi

ness oonduoted by tbs stats through its agent, but the cor*
respondenoe between Clapp and Allen indicated that it was a
very extensive trade.

Letters were exchanged almost dally

during the last fourteen months of the Confederacy,

some

Indication of the business can be concluded from a few of
the letters between Allen and the state agents,
Clapp, writing on June 5, 1864, said that Weston's train
had left for Shreveport on June Z and that there was at
Navasota over 100,000 pounds of freight awaiting transpor7
tat ion.
In the fall of the year Clapp reported to Governor
Allen that he had purchased 9,000 yards of calico, and 66
A
pairs of cards.
On November 11 he wrote that he was pre
paring over 800 bales of cotton for export across the Bio
9
Grande.
a few weeks earlier Allen had written J. S. Tedder
at Navasota requesting him to take charge of the cotton ar
riving at that point.

He agreed to store it if no more than

100 bales arrived at a time.

10

In the same month Allen wrote

Sdward Jacobs, another state agent, to proceed to Havana and
to purchase $20,000 worth of cotton oards and 5,000 pairs of
wool cards.

11

Jacobs, writing in March, 1865, reported that

7 Letters Received and other Papers of the Executive
Department of the State of Louisiana, 1660-1865, MSS., in
Confederate Records, The National Arohives, Chap. Till, Vol.
c u n , 71. Cited hereafter as Letters Received. This
volume contains a summary of each letter, the date it was
written, and the name of the writer.
8 Letter dated November 10, 1864, Ibid.. @7,
9 Ibid., 88.
10 Letter dated September 12, 1864, ibid., 77.
11 An undated letter, ibid., 90.

his agent at Navasota was sending 1,186 pairs of cotton
oards.

IE

Another agent, F. T. Mitchell, wrote from San

Antonio in May, 1665, stating that he had shipped 500 bales
of cotton and had purchased 726 more but needed an addition*
15
al one thousand bales.
The trade extended into northern Texas where Waco and
Dallas became important centers.

Allen sent sugar to these
14
places and exchanged it for flour and meat.
To conduct the trade in cotton and other products Allen
needed a large number of agents.

Some were designated to

buy cotton, others to transport it from the state, and still
others to conduct the business in Texas and Mexico.

The

Governor appointed agents in virtually every parish under
his jurisdiction and authorized them to buy cotton for the
15
state.
They paid from thirty to fifty cents per pound for
the cotton purchased in the year 1864, when they bought over
16
8,000 bales for approximately f300,000.
The cotton trade was not as easy as it appeared because
Allen had both the military and Confederate authorities to
deal with in getting his cotton out of the state.

The trade

had caused much trouble from the beginning of the war.

con

federates took the position that a cotton embargo would win
the war by securing recognition in Europe, and to prevent
,18 letter dated March 1, 1865, ibid., 117.
13 Letter dated May 11, 1865, ibid., 133.
14 Ibid., 123, 132.
15 tor a list of state agents appointed from April 1 to
May 16, 1864, see Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS.,
Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXIV, 168.
16 Ibid., 86, 72, 101-102, gives the names of state agents,
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cotton from being shipped out of the South, the Confederate
Congress In Hay, 1861, had prohibited trade with the United
17
States*
In ootober of the same year Governor Moore issued
a proclamation prohibiting the sending of cotton to New
18
Orleans*
In the following March Congress passed a reso
lution calling upon the farmers to reduce their cotton crop
and a few days later enacted a law which authorised the mill*
tary authorities to destroy cotton and tobacco when in danger
19
of being captured by the enemy*
When Allen became governor, General Kirby K. Smith was
Impressing cotton and sending it into Texas in exchange for
supplies.

This work was done through the Cotton Bureau of

the Trans-Mississippi Department under Lieutenant colonel L*
SO
W* O'Bannon and later under William A* Broadwell.
A Con
federate law which required a permit for sending cotton out
£1
of the state was administered by this bureau*
Allen had
difficulty in securing a sufficient number of permits and
often times had to call upon General Smith to prevent the
military authorities from Interferring with his extensive
££
trade through Texas*
the amount of cotton purchased, and prices paid by them*
17 frank L* Owsley, King Cotton Diplomacy, Foreign
Halations of the confederate states or Amerlea tChicago,
I 53I T 7 ~2 5 ~3 I.---------------------------------------

18 New Orleans Dally Picayune, ootober £, 1861; New
Orleans Daily orescent, October £, 1861; Shreveport pally
Hews, October 6, lddl.
T9 Official Beoords, Ser* IV, Vol. Ill, 1066-67.
£0 Shreveport Weekly News, July £8, 1863; Shreveport
Semi-weekly News. January~T2, 1866; Official Beoords, Ser.
T7 T o r ; f

-------------------

£1 New Orleans Times, October £0, 1866.
££ official R c q o H S T Ser. I, Vol* LIII, 1043;

Vol.
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During the first year of his administration Alien had
opposed the destruetion of eotton; and in December, 1864, he
asked his Chief of ordnance, John M. Sandidge, who had served
in the state legislature and in congress, his opinion on the
subject,

Sandidge replied that it was useless to continue

such destruction when the government could no longer protect
its people and that there was no reason for continued destruo*
tion of private property'

In December, 1864, when General

Smith was preparing to burn the cotton in the Ouachita Valley
because there was danger of its falling into the hands of
the Bederals, Allen protested vigorously and successfully

24
against such a policy'
In the spring of 1864 one of the great needs of the
people was spinning and weaving machinery.

The war had

closed the trade which brought clothing to the people of
Louisiana, and those who were fortunate enough to have cotton
and wool cards when the war began had worn them out.

Allen,

recognising the need for such materials, had proposed that
the legislature buy and distribute a pair of cards to every
female in Louisiana above the age of eighteen'

The assembly

appropriated seven hundred .thousand dollars in 1864

and a

XLVIXI, Pt. 1, p. 1399; Letters Received, m b s ., Chap. VIII,
Vol. GXXXI, 64, 77, 95.
83 See Sandidge*s letter in Hew Orleans Daily Picayune,
June 88, 1885; Official Records, ser. I, Voi. Llll, 1038-33.
84 Allen to General smith, December 81, 1864, quoted in
Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen. 888*83.
85 Shreveport &cml-Weekly yews, february IE, 1864; Con
tracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXXIV, 88, at. seq. JBzpenditures of the Treasurers office,
1861*1865, 1 ® . ,*~Tn Confederate Records, The Rational
Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXV, 480-81, contains a list of
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million dollars the following year, to supply oards and medi26
eines for the needy of the state*
Allen appointed a large number of agents and advanced
them money to buy ootton and wool oards for the state*

Among

those appointed for the work were Emory Clapp, state agent
at Houston and Navasota, Texas, J. C. Bell, John G* McWilliams,
Frederick H. Farrar, and Leopold Levy*

27

Early in the year

1864 these agents began importing ootton oards through Texas
and sending them to Shreveport where Governor Allen had them
distributed to the people of Louisiana*

Agents appointed for

this purpose were sent to the parishes under the control of
the Governor, and one or more sets of cards were placed in
the hands of every family*

By July it was reported that over

6,000 pairs of cards had been imported and sold at $10 per
Ed
pair to those able to pay for them*
The following January
Allen stated that 15,000 pairs had been distributed

29

and

three months later he reported that 25,000 pairs of ootton
cards and 50,000 pairs of wool cards were on the way to
50
Shreveport *
The people in the Florida parishes were not neglected.
agents and the amount advanced to them for the purchase of
cards*
26 Acts of the seventh Legislature of the state of
Louisiana Held and Begun^lnT the pity oT~sHreveport a/E second
Session,""January 16, liis^TsSrevepor11 I M S ), In confederafe
Records, fhe National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. 0X0VI, 55.
Cited hereafter as Louisiana Acts.
27 Expenditures of the Treasurer's office, 1361-1865,
MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 480-81.
28 Opelousas courier, July 20, 1664*
29 Shreveport 'Mfews . January 30, 1365.
30 Ibid*, AprilTS, 1865.
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Allen granted Doctor j. D. Barksdale, superintendent of the
Insane Asylum at Jackson, permission to sell cotton and use
31
the prooeeds for the benefit of the inmates.
The iron
looms stored at the state prison in Clinton were distributed
32
among the heads of families.
The Governor was not content to import cards for the
people of Louisiana but in keeping with his recommendations
to the legislature started the manufacture of them.

He sent

an agent to Georgia and purchased from Governor Joe B. Brown
33
a quantity of wire and a machine for making cotton cards*
Allen contracted with Joslah Marshall to erect a oard factory
34
at Minden, Louisiana.
The work on the plant began in
April, 1864, and three months later the factory was producing
fifteen pairs of cards per day.

Allen, in his annual message

to the legislature in 1865, stated that the factory had three
machines for making oards with a oapacity of 1,000 pairs per
35
month.
Another great need of the people in Louisiana was medi
cine.

The doctors were unable to supply the people's demands

because of the scarcity of the article and the prohibitive
prices.

The legislature at its session in 1864 appropriated

$250,000 and authorised the Governor to establish a state
laboratory for the purpose of making medlolnes.

56

cm,

31 Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
113;
Louisiana Acts, 1865, pp. 41, 47.
32 Hew Orleans Dally Picayune, July 5, 1885.
33 Opelousas Courier. July 60, 1864.
34 Contracts of tiu> State of Louisiana, MSS*, Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXIV, 33; Opelousas Courier, July 30, 1S64.
35 Shreveport News, January 51, 1863.
36 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 12, 1864. Copy
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Allen appointed his former physician, Doctor Amzi Martin,
surgeon-general of the Louisiana state troops and gave him
control over the state laboratory and stores for dispensing
57
medicines*
Doctor Martin organised the state medical de
partment in accordance with the regulations of the confeder4
38
ate service*

The chief executive did not wait for the laboratory to
furnish the people with medicine; instead he sent agents to
Mexico with money to buy the much needed commodity. The
correspondence with his agents indicated an extensive trade,
John G. McWilliams, agent at San Antonio, reported on Ootober
59
25, 1864, that he had purchased the medicines for Louisiana.
S. B. Bell, writing on the same day from san Antonio, stated
that he would return from Mexico with the drugs about No40
vember 25.
Bmory Clapp, writing from Navasota October 28,
reported that s . E* Loeb and Company had delivered the medi41
clnes ordered from them.
The following March Allen, writ
ing to Doctor Bartholomew Bgan, stated that he had on the
way from Mexico 250 pounds of quicksilver, 1,000 pounds of
of the legislative act in Bgan Collection. This manuscript
collection is the property of Miss L&vlna Bgan who lives at
Mount Lebanon, Louisiana. Miss Bgan is the granddaughter of
Doctor Bartholomew Bgan. This collection contains about
forty letters from Allen to Doctor Bgan.
57 Letters Received, MBS*, Chap* VIII, Vol. CXXXIX, 22.
This volume contains a list of Allen*s staff* Shreveport
Semi-weekly Mews, February 16, 1864.
“58 See advertisement by Doctor Martin, in Shreveport
News, March 8, 1864.
59 contracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS*, Chap. VIII,
Vol. c x m v , 24*
40 Letters Received, MSS*, Chap. VIII, Vol. 030X1, 84.
41 Ibid., 85.
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liquorice, and 350 pounds of phosphorous.

42

as

late as

April, 1855, Boll wrote from San Antonio that ho was en43
closing an Invoice for medicines.
Allen appointed Doctor Bartholomew Bgan, who lived at
Mount Lebanon in Bienville Parish, to erect and superintend
44
the laboratory.
His salary was fixed at $4,000 per year.
writing to Doctor Bgan February £4, 1864, Allen said, "You
w i U purchase and put up such machinery as you may think
proper, in order to meet the wants of the suffering people.
I have this matter much at heart and wish you to enter at
once on the duties of your office.

1 suggest that you make

your headquarters at itlnden and immediately advertise for
45
Indigenous barks, roots, herbs, etc.”
Doctor Bgan purchased for $6,400 the female college
buildings and eighty-four acres of land at Mount Lebanon.

46

Some of the buildings were converted into a hospital which
by 1665 was crowded and had no room for additional patients.

47

The Governor authorised Bgan to buy wagons, mules, and
other materials needed for his laboratory and, if the people
refused to sell for reasonable prices, he promised to send
48
a military detail and impress them.
within a few months
4Z Allen to Doctor Bgan, March £5, 1863, in the Bgan
Collection.
43 Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. 0XZXI, 124.
44 Allen to Bgan, February £4, 1S64, in Bgan Collection,
45 Ibid.
46 Annual Report of Doctor Bgan, in Bgan collection.
This report is an incomplete draft of the original summary
made by Doctor Bgan on January 1, 1365.
47 B* Powell, Surgeon in Cnarge of the Hospital, to Allen,
January 8, 1865, in Bgan Collection,
46 Allen to Doctor Bgan, May 8, 1864, ibid.
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Doctor Sgan had the laboratory in operation and was producing
a good grade of whiskey according to Governor Allen, who
wrote on November 17 and thanked the superintendent for his
49
first saag>le*
In the same letter Allen inquired whether Doctor Bgan
had attempted to obtain an extract from the "bitter weed?"
He said, **I am convinced its virtures are antipesodic

[sic]

and will yet take the place of quinine in domestic practice
to a considerable extent,*1
By the d o s e of the year the laboratory was in full
operation.

It had a force of seventeen laborers, a number

of chemists, and one sfcllled pharmacist,

J. H* fuller,

senator from union Parish, had contracted to raise castor
50
beans for the use of the laboratory.
Doctor Bgan, making
his first annual report

on

January 1, 1665,stated

that he

found the greatest need

of

the people in Louisiana

was tur

pentine and whiskey which was free from fusil oil.

He began

work to supply these products, and by January, 1665, he had
51
enough to care for all the people in Louisiana,
Doctor
Itartin advertised in the Shreveport News from December, 1864,
through March, 1865, that the State Dispensary In Shreveport
had on hand a large and general assortment of medicines*

He

stated that orders from the citizens of Louisiana would be
filled promptly,
Allen reported to the legislature in 1865 that the state
49 Id* to id,, November 17, 1864, ibid,
50 T L to TH., March 16, 1664, ibid,
51 Jnhual Report of Doctor Bgan,
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had one castor oil factory, one establishment for making
baking soda, two distilleries for pure medicinal alcohol,
52
and two laboratories for indigenous medicines.
far dispensing the medicine to the people of the state,
Governor Alien established a state store in Shreveport under
the control of Boo tor Martin,

those who were able paid for

their medicines, and others were supplied without cost.
Medicines received from the state laboratory and imported
from Mexico were dispensed to the people.

The store proved

a very profitable establishment for the stats because Allen
reported in January, 1865, that the state had furnished
medicines to the value of $274,072 and that $13,790 worth
had been distributed for charitable purposes.

He stated that

the net profits in the last five months of 1864 had amounted
53
to about $50,000.
from August 1, 1864, to June 6, 1865,
54
the store paid into the treasury $793,925.84.
Governor Allen did not forget his friends in the Florida
parishes.

On the same day that he appointed Doctor Egan

superintendent of the laboratory at Mount Lebanon, he author
ised Doctor Edward DeLaney and w. D. Winter, state agent, to
establish a state laboratory at Clinton, Louisiana.

He paid

the agents $10,000 and Instructed them to make and dispense
52 Shreveport Hews, January 31, 1865$ Opelousas Courier,
March 11, 1865.
53 Shreveport News, January 31, 185$.
54 Treasurers Office Ledger, 18,61-1864, MSS., in Con
federate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, vol.
CXXXII, 192; Journal of the Treasurer’s Office, MSS*, in
Confederate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
C U V, 168, 171, 172, 178, 183, 189, 193, 199, 202.
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medicines for the families in Louisiana east of the Missis55
sippi Hirer*
The question of iron was an important one for the TransMississippi Department.

Karly in August of 1863 the mili

tary authorities had taken over the Hash Iron works in Marlon
56
County, Texas, to supply the needs of the Department.
Allen, reoognising the need for iron In his own state,
hegan negotiations in the fall of 1866 with the Sulphur Forks
Iron Works looated in Davis County, Texas.

By April of the

following year he had concluded an agreement whereby the
state of Louisiana beoams owner of fifty* two shares, whloh
represented one fourth of the total stock.

Allen purchased

the stock at $1,000 per share from Daniel cole, president of
the company.
The state advanced money and supplies to the company in
order that it might begin operations at an early date,

it

was producing iron of a good quality early In 1865, and ac
cording to the Shreveport Hews, the company was producing
six tons per day by the end of April.

The Hews thought the

company would soon be able to supply all the demands for
plows, kitchen utensils, and other articles needed by the
55 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS*, Chap. VXXI,
Vol.
Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXZXX, 106.
56 Dallas Herald, August 5, 1865; R. H. Temple to Allen,
December 8, 1564, in Letters Received, MSS., chap. VXIX,
vol. CXXXI. 95.
57 Allen to Sulphur Forks Iron works, December 16, 1666,
in Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VXIX, Vol. CXXXI, 96,
Daniel Cole to Allen, December 1, 1866, ibid., 75; agreement
between Allen and sulphur Forks Iron worEs7"’in Contracts of
the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXOTV, 160-41.

cxrnv, 97;

in
58
people.
The state acquired control of the Thomas W. Jones
Foundry, one of the oldest establishments In Shreveport, and
59
appointed A. W. Moffett superintendent of it.
The foundry
began operations for the state in 1864, and by the spring of
the following year it was producing a fine quality of iron
products.
The Governor was not content with the establishment of
iron manufacturing plants because he believed that Louisiana
could supply its own raw materials and had urged the legis
lature to provide for a geological survey.

Allen had made

an unsuccessful attempt to secure such a survey in 1660.
The assembly responded to his suggestion and appropriated
$50,000 for the establishment of a mining and manufacturing
60
bureau.
one of Allen*s first appointments under this act
made Judge J. B. Robertson commissioner for the bureau with
61
instructions to make a geological survey.
His report was
62
made to the Governor late in 1864.
Allen secured the re
lease of Charles H. Tripp from a Texas military company in
order that he might search for minerals in the northwestern
58 Shreveport Hews, April 25, 1865.
59 Contracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. Till,
7ol. CXXXIV, 143; Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXXXI, 77; Shreveport Hews. November 8, 1864, January 31,
1865.
60 contracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS*, Chap. Till,
Vol. CXXXIY, 129, contains the account of the bureau;
Shreveport Semi-Weekly News. February 12, 1864; Bxpenditures
of the Treasurer1T™ofrioe, 1861-1665, MSS., in confederate
Records, The National Archives, Chap. 7X11, Vol. CXXV, 398.
61 contracts for the state of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. Till,
701. CXXXIV, 79.
62 Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 100,
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part of the state

To encourage the search for natural

resources the legislature in 1835 provided that any company
might prospect upon state lands and, if minerals were found,
they eould operate the mines for two years and then would
have the privilege of purchasing one half of the lands
An additional offer was made by the state during the last
year of the war when Allen advertised a reward of $8,000 for
anyone who found lead in quantities sufficient to warrant
mining it.
Turpentine was a much needed article in the spring of
1634 and Allen saw no reason why Louisiana could not supply
Its needs beoause there was an abundance of pine trees grow*
ing in the state.

When the legislature in 1834 appropriated

money to supply this item, Allen established plants in Sabine
Parish.

2. J, Brown was appointed superintendent of the
33
Turpentine Works in July, 1834,
W. S, Reed contracted to
67
make barrels for the works
and David J. Rider, a state
agent, was authorized to pay for all resin milled at the
38
Turpentine Works.
Allen reported to the legislature in
69
1835 that the state had two stills in operation.

33 Allen to Governor Pendleton Hurrah, February 89, 1834,
in Governor's official Correspondence, State Library, Austin,
Texas; Contracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS., Chap.
VIII, Vol. CXXIIV, 33-34,
34 Louisiana Acts, 1835, p. 39.
65 Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews, February 13, 1834;
Opelousas Courier, May 14, 1831.
33 Letters Deceived, MSS., Chap. VXXI, Vol. CXXXI, 75.
37 Ibid.,111.
38 I H J ., 85.
39 Shreveport News January 31, 1635; Opelousas Courier
March 11, 1835
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To supply the soldiers and people with cloth, Allen
established a manufacturing plant in Claiborne Parish in
1864*

0* J. Riddle was appointed state agent at a salary of
70
#11 ,000 per year to supervise the factory.
The Opelousas
Courier in July, 1864, reported that the factory had been
established in Claiborne Parish and was running several
spinning machines*

It stated further that a large quantity
71
of cloth had been made for the state troops*
The Governor
reported to the legislature in 1865 that the state had two
cotton cloth manufacturing plants In successful operation*

78

A rope-walk was erected near Minden and was making ex73
cellent cotton rope in July, 1664*
Salt as a factor in the civil War has been treated by
74
another writer,
but it Is pertinent to discuss some of the
things done by Governor Allen to aid the people in procuring
this such needed commodity.
In the northern part of the state there were salt licks
and deposits on Saline and Dugdemona Bayous and on Lake
Bisteneau in the parishes of Bossierf Bienville, and Winn.
Important works in these parishes were King’s Salt works and
Drake’s plant about one mile east of Goldonna and Rayburn’s
in southeastern Bienville,

on Lake Bisteneau was by far the

70 Contracts of the state of Louisiana» MSS., Chap. Till,
Vol. CXXXIV, 130-31, 158.
71 Opelousas Courier* July 30, 1864*
78 Shreveport News, January 31, 1865; Opelousas Courier,
March 11, 1865.
73 Qpelousas courier, July 30, 1864*
74 Blla Lonn, salt as a Factor in the confederacy (New
York, 1933).
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most important of these works*

75

In January, 1364, it was

reported that about 300 hands ware at work manufacturing
salt and producing an average of six barrels per week at the
76
Bisteneau works.
In the southern part of the state salt was mined in
paying quantities on Avery1s island.
about 1791 by John Hayes.

It was discovered there

Later he sold some of the land to

Jesse He Caul who attempted to mine the salt but found it un
profitable •

puring the war of 1316, when the price of salt

increased, John Marsh began working the mines again; within
a few years they became unprofitable and were abandoned.
When the civil War began, Judge Daniel D, Avery, owner of
the land, began working the mines.

His son, John, to in

crease the output, attempted to deepen the wells when his
workers discovered a solid rock of salt about sixteen feet
77
below the surface.
When information about the discovery spread Avery was
besieged by agents from the southern states for a supply of
78
salt. Mississippi and Alabama made contracts with him.
In 1864 Avery1s agent, J. P. Kearney, visited Allen and of
fered to supply salt to the people of the state at twenty79
five cents per pound.
In October Allen sent John M.
75 Ibid., 66; A. C. Veatoh, "The salines of North
Louisiana," in A Report on the Geology of Louisiana (Baton
Rouge, 1902), 5T-67;
Hopkins / Second Annual Report of
the Geological Survey of Louisiana to"the General Assembly
Tfew o H ^ s ~

76
pally
77
78
79

XB 7I T r ^ -----------------------------------------

Shreveport Southwestern, January 89, 1868; New Orleans
True Delta, fetruaryI, 1868.
Loiin. Salt as a Factor in the confederacy, 36.
Ibid! ,~337 wrtfsn----------- ---------Letters Received, MSB., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 80.
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Saadidge, Chief of ordnance of Louisiana, to Inspect the
mines and to study the possibility of making a contract to
00
supply the people of south Louisiana*
Ho agreement was
made by the state but the people of Louisiana did not suffer
from the lack of salt in the last year of the war beoause
Avery supplied the needs of south Louisiana and the works at
Lake Bisteneau furnished more than enough for north Louisiana.
During the last year of the war Phelps and company, Shreve
port merchants, offered good Bisteneau salt at wholesale or
retail prices and boats made regular trips from Shreveport
to Hatohitoohes and Alexandria offering the commodity at re81
tail prices.
Louisiana in 1864 was in a destitute condition because
many people were without food, clothing, medicine, and the
necessities for maintaining life.

Allen set to work immedi

ately to take care of as many of the people as he could.
The legislature in 1864 appropriated $800,000 and in the
following year added $4,300,000 to furnish provisions for
the families of soldiers serving in the state or Confederate
forces,

other appropriations were made to provide medicines
88
for the families.
Allen appointed agents in the parishes to distribute

these products to the people.

They were authorised to draw

upon either the state treasury or the Governor for certain
80 Ibid., 83.
81 SEreveport Hews, February 7, 1865 j Shreveport SemiWeekly Hews, June 13, 1865.
IS Shreveport semi-weekly News, February 18, 1864;
Louisiana Acts, 1065, pp. 8, I M 7
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suns to provide Tor the needs in their respective areas.
The amount sent into the parishes varied from a few dollars
up to $50,000.

To facilitate the distribution of provisions

the state was divided into two districts.

The parishes north

of Bed River constituted one district under the supervision
of Nicholas 0. Coleman, and the region south of the river
was under the supervision of state senator L* Vincent Beeves
S3
from Concordia Parish.
The people living in the Bed River Valley from Shreve
port to Alexandria were suffering when Allen became governor,
and the invasion of Banka a few months later placed virtually
the entire population in destitute conditions.

The Federal

army as it retreated destroyed, burned, and stole from the
people.

Their destruction reached its climax in the burning

of Alexandria.

The Confederate troops followed the Federals*

retreat closely and, if there were any provisions left in
the Valley, they impressed them for their use.
The city of Alexandria in the spring of 1S64 presented
a very strange contrast to the same place at the beginning
of the war.

It had a population of about 2,000 when the war

began and was a terminal for the trade from Texas.

Wagons

came regularly to the oity loaded with beef, wool, and cof
fee which were packed and shipped by boat to the confederate
Army.

In January, 1662, it was reported that over 100 wagons

@3 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CXXXIV, 27-28, 30-31. For a list of state agents ap
pointed by Allen, see Appendix IV.
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were en route from Texas

84

and on January 88, the Louisiana

Democrat stated that a person traveling to the Sabine River
88
was never out of sight of a wagon*
Plenty of produce was
reported in town throughout the year of 1862, but two years
later it was a very different story*
The city had been visited by the Federals on three dif
ferent occasions, and each time brought disastrous results*
The Louisiana Democrat in the spring of 1S64 asked, "Where1s
the remedy?

For the past week the food question as regards

our village has assumed an alarming form*

No beef in the

markets; not a pound to be had for love, prayer or money;

86

and no better prospCGt ahead*1*

The paper stated further

that only a few bushels of meal had been brought to town and
they sold for "the liberal price of eight dollars a bushel"•
A few beans and potatoes were offered for sale at five dol
lars per bushel and a small amount of flour at one dollar
per pound*
To alleviate the suffering of the people in the region
visited by the Federals, Allen sent medicines, food, cloth
ing, and animals to assist them in getting their crops start
ed*

In llarch, 1864, John 8* Mtowilliams carried 3,115 bushels

of corn into the Red River country and distributed it among
87
the people*
By June there had been delivered at Natchitoches
84 New Orleans Daily True Delta* January 7* 28* February
4, 25, 1868*
85 Alexandria Louisiana Democrat» January 21, 1862*
86 Ibid., February 5, 1 8 W ] jfsTew Orleans Times, February
----17, I S t t T
87 Contracts of the state of Louisiana, MSS*, Chap* VIII,
Vol. C2XXIV, 200-201.
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over 6»000 bushels.

In nay Governor Alien loaded two boats

with nearly 15,000 pounds of flour, 7,000 pounds of bacon,
08
and 5,000 barrels of corn and sent them to Alexandria*
The provisions were sold at reasonable prloes to those who
could pay and given to those who were in destitute conditions.
Later Allen scoured a number of beef cattle from the Qpelou*
sas region and sold them at reasonable prices to the markets
in Alexandria,

89

In dispensing the supplies Allen had one great aim and
that was to relieve suffering.

He instructed his Relief

Committee in Rapides "to make no distinction, and not to in*
quire into the past and present status of those needing re*
90
lief."
The Louisiana Democrat stated, "We positively know
that the families of those in the Confederate, Federal and
Fayhawker service were all supplied alike.

He had but one
91
object in view, to afford instant relief to the needy."
Allen was always ready to look after the interests of
the civilian population, and he was juBt as eager to take
care of the soldiers,

as

early as 1861 a hospital for the

sick and wounded soldiers was established in Shreveport under
the direction of Doctor A. Williams.

In August, 1665, the

ladles of Shreveport organised a hospital to take care of
transient soldiers,

Mrs. F. H. Reynolds was president and

Mrs. w. A. Lacy secretary,

they raised by public subscription

88 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, £79.

89 ibid.,

mr.

90 Alexandria Louisiana Democrat, November 1, 1865.
91 Ibid.
9Z Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews, December £6, 1868.
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over $5,000 and ranted a house on Edwards street to take
93
ears of the stranded soldiers.
Within ten days the organ
isation reported that they had furnished food and lodgings
for over one hundred soldiers and had given them from one to
94
three days rations when they left the hospital.
In January,
1855, the organisation reported that they had furnished 1,380
meals and 447 lodging to 535 soldiers during the month of
95
January*
The legislature recognised the value of such work
95
and appropriated $150,000 to aid the group in their program.
Another soldiers* home, about which less is known, was locat
ed at yernon, Louisiana, with Mrs. J. E. smith president and
97
Low d a r k secretary of the organization.
When the Governor learned that some Louisiana soldiers
held in northern prisons were In need of food and clothing
98
he secured a $50,000 appropriation to aid them*
He appointed L. Vincent Heaves commissioner for the aid
99
of the prisoners,
and he purchased fifty bales of cotton
and ordered it sent to Colonel X. szymanskl in New Orleans
to be sold and the proceeds sent to the Confederate prisoners
held at Johnson* s Island.

100

93 Ibid*, August 11, 1863* it was called the Soldiers*
Home Association, Lucy Moore was vice-president and Mrs. H*
L. Gulon was treasurer. The executive committee was composed
of Mesdaaes H. J. G. Battle, J. C. Beall, and H. L. Gulon.
94 Ibid.* August 28, 1843.
96 Ihreveport News, February 7, 1855.
94 Louisiana Acts, 1845, p. 28.
97 Mrs. J. jg. Smith to Allen, January 51, 1855, Vernon,
Louisiana, in Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VXII, Vol.
CXTXX, 105.
98 Louisiana Acts, 1865, p. 11.
99 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap. VXIX,
Vol. C X m V t 147.
100 Allen to Colonel I. szymanskl, agent of exchange,
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la 1861 there was organised In Richmond a Louisiana
Soldiers Relief Association and Hospital to aid Louisiana
soldiers who were wounded in the eastern sector of the war*

101

This organisation was maintained during the entire period of
the war, and in 1665 the legislature appropriated $50,000 to
aid it in its work*

10E

In checking the ledger for the Governor's contingent
fund one is attracted by the numerous gifts whioh Allen made
to wounded soldiers during the latter part of 1664 and all
of 1865*

From June 30 to December 31 Allen paid out over

$3,000 to soldiers and destitute women in sums of fifty and
one hundred dollars,

from January to June, 1665, he paid

over #8 ,000 to soldiers and women from this fund*

The amount

paid usually was one hundred dollars per person.
When Allen learned that the people of Texas were raising
money for the family of Tom Green who was killed in the
Battle of Mansfield he immediately sent $5,000 as a gift
from the state of Louisiana*10*
Trans-Mississippi Department, March 31, 1665, in official
Records, ser. II, Vol. VIII, 450; Special orders no. S9,
Headquarters Department of the Gulf, April 11, 1865, ordered
the cotton sold at New Orleans, ibid., 487.
101 Louisiana soldiers9 RellsTTEaaoolatlon and Hospital
in the G l t y of giohmondr *yirginia (Richmond,
This"’
pamphlet contains the history of the organisation, the person
nel of the hospital, annual report of finances, record of
men with the date they entered the hospital, and the date of
discharge or death* Copy available in Louisiana state Uni
versity Library. William A* Carrington, secretary of the
Association, to Allen, October E7, 1664, in Letters Received,
MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXI, 84.
10E Louisiana Acts, 1865, p. 28.
103 State of Louisiana Contingent fund, MSS*» in confeder
ate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXVI.
104 Houston pally Telegraph, July 8, 1864*, Shreveport
News, June 14, 1864.
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The Governor was always ready to assist his people in a
material way and was careful to see that their civil rights
were protected*

shortly after becoming governor, he wrote

to President Davis protesting against the Impressment acts
and the slowness of the confederate government in paying
citizens* claims against the confederacy*

Allen suggested

that a more direct manner of handling these claims be provlded but the President replied that such a change would have
108
to be made by congress.
Allen realized that a large num
ber of citizens in his state had claims against the confeder
acy for services, use of their slaves, animals, and for
property impressed during the war, and that many of these
people were unable to secure counsel to collect these claims*
The Governor appointed Andrew R. Hynes commissioner of
claims, and authorized him to settle all claims held against
the Confederacy by the citizens of Louisiana*
Allen did not depend upon private enterprise to take
ears of the needs of his people; Instead he established a
state store and within a year had a system working which
would bring "Joy to the heart of any socialist .** The store
kept a complete stock of clothes, shoes, household articles,
kitchen utensils, and groceries.

Those who were able paid

for what they purchased; others were furnished with the
105 Jefferson Davis to Henry W* Allen, April 9, 1864, in
Offloial Records, Ser. I, Vol. LIXI, 981-85. on the question
of impressment, see Preston Pond to Allen, May 8, 1864,
ibid., Ser. IV, Vol. Ill, 398-400*
T 0 6 Opelousas courier. June 10, 1864; Shreveport Hews,
---May 17, 1864.
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necessities without cost,

James C, Wise, quartermaster

general, was in charge or the store and each month during
Allen’s administration made returns to the state treasury#
In 1864 he paid into the treasury $396,116.55 and in 1665
107
through May S3, he deposited $1,516,033.43.
When it was evident that the confederacy was going to
fall Governor Allen ordered the store to dispose of its stock
of goods for state money and ao cording to a Shreveport paper
the store took on the appearance of a hank.

Its wares were

sold to all those who were fortunate enough to have any state
money in their possession, but strangely enough no confeder108
ate money was accepted for the purchases*
The Louisiana Sxecutive was truly a great adminstrator
and at all times had the complete confidence of his subordinates and the military officials in the Trans-Mississippi
Department.

Mo item was too large nor none to small for him

to give his attention.

The following letter illustrated how

the people regarded Allen when they needed something.

"R. A.

S.," writing on May 15, 1865, to Governor Allen said,
Many thanks for the one pair of shoes and ten
yards of towels, which I got at your store this morn
ing. The colonel would not let me have any shoes for
myself and the two little ones, nor a suit of clothes
for my husband, because it was not specified in the
order, will your Kxeelleney, Governor Allen, extend
107 Journal of the Treasurer’s office, MSS., Ohap. VIII,
Vol. C U V , 170, et. sea. For Wise’s appointment, see
Shreveport s e mi-WekTyNews, February 16. 1864s Letters
Received, tiSSTT c£apTvIIT7 Vol. CXXXIX, 80. Clinton H.
Ardis, Chief of the Clothing Bureau, was connected with the
military store in 1865.
108 Mew Orleans Times, May £3, 1863, quoted in the
Shreveport sentinel, May 14, 1865.
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your generosity a little further, and give me an order
for the following articles: Needles, thread, pins, one
of the large howls, two or three small ones, some
plates, oups and saucers, a pitcher, shoes for myself
and the two little ones, one suit of clothes for my
husband, knives and spoons, one dish, chamber, stock
ings and anything else you are willing for me to get.
X sent you a gold pencil and twenty-five cents, all X
have to recompense you with now* Qod will reward you,
and you will have my best wishes for your success and
happiness* If you will let me have the order, please
send it with this note, by the boy Henry*
A postscript said, Governor, X hope, X am not
asking too much of you; if X am, please forgive* And
will you please let me have a comb, some buttons, and
also a few more yards of towels* 109
the New Orleans Daily Crescent in speaking of Allen*s
work after his death in 1866 said, *2f an Arkansas, Missouri
or Texas soldier wanted a shirt or a pair of shoes, the order
issued*

Xf a poor lady*s mule had been impressed, an aid-

de-camp was sent instantly to headquarters*

If news was

wanted of some young private in North Carolina or Virginia,
secretaries were ordered to write at once.

The Governor*s

office became the great center and focus of excitement.

Men

and women came from Arkansas and Texas for the aid they Gould
not get at home, and the Missourians claimed Allen as their
Governor.
Allen, cognizant of the importance of disseminating news
in time of war in order to keep up the moral of the people,
made sure that the newspapers in Shreveport and other
Louisiana towns under his control had a supply of printing
paper*

The correspondence between the Governor and his

109 Quoted in Dorsey. Hecollectlons of Henry Watkins
Allen. Z&Z.
ITO New Orleans Dally Crescent. May 16, 1866*
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agents indicated the importance of the trade*

8* E. Loeb,

an agent, reported in October, 1864, that he would bring
printing paper to Shreveport.11*

Emory Clapp, writing from

Navasota in November, stated that 110 reams of paper had
been forwarded and more paper would come on the next wagon,

HE

and in April, 1855, w. P. Blackburns wrote that one bundle of
113
paper costing $940 was on its way to the city.
Enough
paper came to Shreveport to supply the needs of the printers
because none of them suspended publication during, Allen1s
administration.
five papers were published in Shreveport during the
period of the war.

The Shreveport News was a dally in 1861

but changed to a weekly and then a semi-weekly paper.

The

Southwestern, Caddo Gazette, and Sentinel, made similar
changes in their publications, and the fifth paper, the Army
and Navy Messenger, was published weekly.

It was paid for

by public subscription and distributed gratuitously to the
soldiers.

The legislature In 1855 appropriated $8,000 for
114
its editor, H. M. Smith.
John Dickinson, editor of the Shreveport Semi-Weekly
11 R

Hews, published in 1653 the first almanac at Shreveport.
Ill Loeb to Allen, October 89, 1854, in Letters Received,
MSS., Chap. T U I , Vol. CXXXI, 85.
118 Clapp to id., November 5, 1864, ibid., 87.
115 Contracts of the State of Louisiana, MSS., Chap.
VIII, Vol. C i m v , 150.
114 Louisiana Acts, 1865, p. 48; Expenditures of the
Treasurer’s office, ti&S., Chap. VXIX, Vol. CXXV, 158; New
Orleans Times, October 18, 84, 1864$ July 8, 1865. The New
Orleans times stated that another paper, the Mugglnsvilllan,
was published in 1863 in Mugginsville, a suburbof Shreveport.
115 Shreveport Seal-Weekly News, January £3, 1863.
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In January, 18*5, Allan had published a Louisiana Almanac
which received favorably comment in Louisiana and Texas*

It

contained the calendar, the eclipses for 18*5, officers of
the Confederate government, information on secession, popu
lation of the seceded states, officers of the Louisiana state
government, a list of judges, attorneys, and the military
116
commands of the Trans-Mississippi Department.
In June, 18*4, Allen appointed a committee to gather
Information on Federal depredations in Louisiana.

Those

selected were Thomas Courtland Banning of Hapides, General
John G* Pratt and colonel John £» Bing of St. Landry, John
9* Butler and colonel Phanor Frudhomma of Natchitoches, Judge
S. North Cullum and B. DeGeneres of Avoyelles.

These com

missioners received testimony from people in their respective
parishes and sent the material to Allen, who had it published
117
in pamphlet form.
Allen did not neglect publie education during his ad
ministration.

Realizing the need for text books in the
118
schools, he had his private secretary, B. W. Halsey,
com

pile a book called the Louisiana Bngllsh Grammar which con116 Shreveport News, January 84, 18*5; Marshall Texas
Republican, January £0, 18*5.
ll? Shreveport Semi-Weekly News. April 89, 18*5; Houston
Tri^Weekly Telegraph, April 877 18*5. This report was pub
lished in the ^rl^weekly Telegraph April 87, May 11, 15,
1865. Also, see official fieports Relative to the conduct of
Federal Troops in western toulslana During TSe’Tnvaaions'"o7~
I&6# and MU, Coaplled’T r o m Sworn TestimonFTlJnder DireoTIon
of Henry W. Allen.Shreveport* Agrll, 1865 (Shreveport.
I5**r: Copy available In toulslana State TJnivarsity Library.
118 Baton Rouge weekly Advocate* June 80, 1885. B. W*
Halsey, lawyer and scholar, was made editor of the New
Orleans courier in 1855* Four years later he resigned and
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tained about 100 pages and was published at the Southwestern»s
office*

The material was tahen from Roswell C. Smith’s Hew
119
English Grammar,
Governor Allen had complied the Louisiana
Spelling Booh whioh was based upon Noah Webster’s Elementary
ISO
Spelling Booh.
Another book called the confederate speller
181
was published by M. P. Wells at Mount Lebanon,
The legislature at Its session In 1865 appropriated
$100,000 and authorized the Governor to purchase school books
to be distributed by the police juries to the children of
188
the state between the ages of six and sixteen.
The books
were sold at cost* but those unable to pay received them
gratuitously*

The Governor had his spelling book and gram-*

mer printed in Shreveport and bought from T. W. Dillard and
183
Company an additional $16*000 worth of books.
The state kept its public schools operating throughout
the period of the war.

In 1868 the appropriation amounted

to $92*906* but it had fallen to less than $10*000 for the
124
year 1864,
In 1863 w. H, N. Magruder was elected super*became editor of the Louisiana Democrat to aid Thomas Overton
Moore in his campaign for governor. He served as private
secretary to Moore and Allen. After the war he was an of
ficer in the legislature and became secretary to Governor
Samuel D, KeSnery, New Orleans Dally Delta* February 11*
I860; Halsey to Moore* May 8* 1861, in Thomas overton Moore
MSS,» Department of Archives* Louisiana State University,
119 copy of the grammar available in Louisiana state
University Library,
120 Shreveport News* December 27* 1864,
121 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News* February 23* 1864, Copy
available in Louisiana staie UnTversity Library.
122 Louisiana Acts* 1865* p. 26.
123 Julius Lisso to Allen* November* 1864* in Letters
Received* MSS,* Chap, VIII* Vol. CXXXI, 99; contracts of the
State of Louisiana* MSS.* Chap. VIII* Vol. CXXXIV, 61* 95, 159.
124 Expenditures of the Treasurer’s Office* MSS,, Chap.
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intendent of education and served until the end of the war*
The legislature at its session in 1865 abolished the office
of superintendent of education effeotlve the following Janu
ary,

The duties of the offloe were transferred to the audi125
tor of public aooounts.
When Allen became governor, private business was at a

standstill because a depreciated Confederate currency, and
the lack of a uniform state currency handicapped trade and
prevented the normal exchange within the state.

Allen urged

the legislature to withdraw from circulation all state notes
and substitute Confederate notes for them.

He recommended,

furthermore, that all corporations be prohibited from issuing
notes and that the state treasurer be authorised to issue
currency from ten cents up to one dollar.
The legislature, responding to these recommendations,
authorized the Governor to recall all state bonds and to re
issue them only when needed to meet the expenses of the
state.

He was instructed to issue enough notes of small de

nominations to afford a medium of exohange for conducting
business.

These were Issued bearing the portrait of General

Beauregard and stating that they were printed at the "The
. ,
126
Treasurer office, Shreveport, Louisiana,"
The Governor worked diligently to bring the state* s
currency out of its chaotic condition and by establishing a
VIII, Vol, CXXV, 419.
125 Louisiana Acts, 1865, pp. 20, 45.
126 J. Fair Hardin, "An Outline of Shreveport and Oaddo
Parish History," in Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XVIII
(1935), 865.
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store made it possible for the people to secure the full
value of their money, which increased the demand for the
state*s currency.

The Semi-Weekly News in 1865 said, "The

State of Louisiana would be nearly destitute of change, only
for our State money, which has been made good and current by
187
the energy of our excellent Governor."
A few weeks later
the same paper said, "We are glad to see the money of our
State, now so much in demand. It is at par with the new
188
issue •*
By Kay, 1865, the Louisiana money was held at
80 per cent premium over the confederate money.
Governor Moore had reported that from all sources
Louisiana received $6,706,774.05 during the year 1865 and
189
the expenditures for the same year were $8,689,144*71.
In January, 1865, Allen, reporting the financial condition
of the state to the legislature, stated that he had drawn
$6,847,979 out of $16,048,750 appropriated by the legislature
and that a balance of $4,794,651 remained in the treasury.
Ee stated that the property on hand which had been acquired
and paid for by the state during the past year consisted of
cotton, sugar, subsistence stores, drugs, and medicines
amounting to $5,510,000.

He reported that $500,000 in treas

ury notes of one dollar and fractions of a dollar had been
issued.

Allen reported that the state debt was $19,000,000

but that the Confederate government owed Louisiana $4,000,000
150
for military service.
187 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News. April 89. 1865.

188 s & r.T .p o rt Hews, B Y 1 6 ; 1888.

129 Shreveport ffemX-Weekly news. February 8, 1864.
130 Shreveport Nd#i. «rdhitoy 51, February 7, 1865;
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Allen did what he oould to reorganise and preserve the
state government.

He secured legislation which permitted

district judges to hold oourt anywhere within the parish.
The/ were authorised to call oourt upon forty-eight hours
151
notice.
The state supreme oourt transferred its domicile
to Shreveport where it held sessions during the last sixteen
months of the war.

The legislature instructed the court to

hold one meeting each year in the town of Greensburg, St.
Helena Parish.3^
Members of the supreme oourt were chief Justice 3. T.
Merrick, Thomas T. Land, A. H. Buchanan, and Albert Voorhies.
In April, 1864, Allen appointed Peter 3. Bonford of Jfewr
Orleans to suoceed the late A. M. Buchanan.

In the same

month Thomas courtland Manning of Rapides was appointed to
replace Land, mho had resigned.
When Bank’s invasion threatened Shreveport in the spring
of 1864, Allen hurriedly sent the state archives into Texas.
Thomas M. Mann of Carroll Parish took them to Mount Bnterprise in Busk County where Prank Kelly later went to assist
in protecting the records.

They were taken back to Shreve-

Opelousas Courier, March 11, 1865.
131 Louisiana Acta. 1865, p. 3.
13S Shreveport semi-weekly Hews, February 13, 1864.
133 Shreveport H e w , “ April 19, August S, 1664. For the
resignation of Land, see Land to Allen, April, 1864, in
Letters Received, MSB., Chap. VXIX, Vol. CXXXI, 134. For
the judges salaries, see Journal of the Treasurer’s Office,
MSS., Chap. Till, Vol. C & V , 160, 174, 183; ^Expenditures
of the Treasurer’s Office 1861-1865, MSS., Chap. Till, Vol.
CXXT, et. sec. Some of the district Judges were 3. P. Farrar,
H. X). Ugden, W. Barthes Bgan, George W. Martin, R. W.
Richardson, 1. B. Smith, £• Horth Cullurn, M. A. Pruts, Roland
H. Jones, and chiohetter Chaplin.
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port in the latter part of the year*

134

In 1868 the Federals seised the atate penitentiary and
liberated about fire hundred convicts*

During the next

several months eaoh parish had to provide a place for de
taining Its criminals which was unsatisfactory because the
upkeep of the jails placed a heavy burden upon the parishes*
Allen arranged with Governor Pendleton Hurrah to place the
Louisiana convicts In the Texas penitentiary and the Texas
legislature approved the arrangement by an act In November,
155
1864*
The state legislature met on January 16 and remained In
session until February 4*

Allen reported on the finances of

the state9 the amount of business transacted during the year,
and the number of state manufacturing plants In operation*
He reviewed the military events of the past year and urged
the legislature to ereot a monument in honor of the gallant
156
soldiers who had died at Hansfield*
The Governor then recommended that he be given full
power to call every able-bodied free male oapable of bearing
arms at any time he thought necessary for the defense of the
state*

He proposed that taxes be collected during the year,

134 Allen to Hurrah, April 24, 1864, in Governor's
Official Correspondence, MSS.; State of Louisiana Contingent
Fund, MSS*, Chap. Fill, Vol. CXVI, 100.
135 Allen to Hurrah, August 10, 1864, in Governor's
Official correspondence, UBS*, id. to id,, October £1, 1864,
ibid*; Louisiana Acts, 1865, p. 27.
136 Shreveport flews, January 31, 1865} Shreveport Army
and Navy Messenger,' February 2, 1865; Opelousas courier,
HaroFTl, 1865; flew Orleans Daily True Delta, February 5,
1865*
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urged that more appropriations he made for the relief of
families, and asked for a stringent law against kidnapping
of slares*

He recommended that the Governor be authorised

to purchase a sea-going steamer for running the blockade*
Then Allen touched upon two subjects which invoked
criticism from many people in Louisiana and other sections
of the South*

He recommended that the legislature prohibit

the sale and manufacture of intoxicating liquors, except for
family and medicinal use, and provide for the employment of
slaves in the army*
In September, 1864, Allen had written to James A* Sadden,
"The time has come for us to put into the army every ablebodied negro man as a soldier*
ately.

7

This should be done immedi

He stated that the negro knew he would have to

fight if he escaped into the Federal lines and since the
federals were already using them, Allen urged the secretary
of War to put the negroes in the army*
This letter fell into the hands of the federals and was
published by them*

Many of Allen* s friends wanted him to

deny its validity, but he refused and in the face of criti
cism urged that such a policy was expedient for the Con
federacy*
When he appeared before the legislature Allen said,
"The employment of negroes in the army is favorably noticed
137 for a copy of the letter, see Official Records, ser#
I, Vol. IXL, ft. 3, p. 774; 8* T. Sykes, "Walthall*e
Brigade," in Mississippi Historical Society, Publications,
Centenary series, I (1916), 357-58. See Idward ft. S . (Sariby*s
reply, in Hew Orleans Times, October 13, 1864.
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and advocated.

If the worse should come, parish slavery ~ ~

parish the institution forever —

but give us independence."

138

The state legislature did not think it worthwhile to enaot
such a law, but the assembly did prohibit the sale of intoxi139
eating liquors as Allen had recommended.
The legislature enacted other measures suggested by
Allen and indicated its full approval of his work during the
past year by adopting in approbation of his work the follow*
ing resolution;
That in view of the extraordinary emergencies,
occasioned by a state of war, and the impoverished
and straightened conditions of our people, in which
Governor Allen, has been called upon to act, we ap
prove what he had done for the public relief and wel
fare, prompted as his action has been, by patriotic
seal, and parental care of our people, and guided as
it has been by sound Judgement and discretion, and
executed with extraordinary energy and industry; be
it further resolved, that Governor Allen has earned
the thinks of the people of the state of Louisiana,
which we, as their Hepresentatives hereby grateful
tender him* 140
Allen entered office when Louisiana*s largest city, al
most one half of its territory, and a large portion of its
wealth were in the hands of the enemy*

Agriculture was

parall zed, legitimate commerce was gone, manufaoturles did
not exist, and no effort had been made to establish them.
The food supply was exhausted in many parishes, medicines,
and other necessities were not available or the price was
too high for the average family*

The state was defended by

138 Shreveport News, January 31, 1805; Opelousas Courier,
March 11. 1865s New Orleans Daily True Delta, February 5,
1865.
‘
139 Louisiana Acts, 1865, p. 19*

140 ibid.,
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a small, poorly equipped, and ill-disciplined force of men.
the military authorities had impressed most of the animals
and wagons for use in the army and only a small remnant of
the able-bodied men remained at home to keep the plantations
in order.

The state was harassed by Jayhawkers, brigands,

thieves, and robbers,

federal raiding parties visited and

pillaged the border parishes regularly.
Under suoh gloomy conditions Allen began work and with
in a few months made his name a household word throughout
the state; and before the end of 1804, he had become one of
the best known officials In Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, and
Missouri,

The Texas Republican remarked in October that

Allen had Just been in Marshall, was looking well, and that
141
”the cares of office seem to sit lightly upon him,”
A
few weeks later the same paper stated that "Governor Allen
14 Z
is winning golden opinions from all sorts of people,”
A
citizen of Arkansas, commenting on Allen*s message to the
legislature, wrote to the Shreveport Mews in February, 1844,
that "The people of the State of Louisiana are truly fortu
nate; combined with the most active and energetic mind, this
message presents one remarkable feature; the strong desire
apparent on every page, not only to relieve the people to
the utmost extent, but a determination to develop every pos
sible resource of the State, and drive suffering and want
145
from every hearth stone,”
The Opelousas courier, writing
141 Marshall Texas Republican, October 58, 1864,
148 Ibid., December 9, 1844.
143 Shreveport News, February 58, 1864.
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on January 28, 1885 said, "Our Governor is really an extra
ordinary man.

Svery one is acquainted with his characteris

tics, his courage, patriotism, indefatigable energy and great
confidence in our cause.

It is good to hear him, for one

insensibly adopts his views and opinions, and fires renewed
strength in his convictions.*
Ho name holds the place in Louisiana that Allen9s did
in the nineteenth century, and yet amid all of this glamour
and praise Allen did not demand luxury for himself.

He lived

with his staff officers in a small three-room house equipped
144
with very modest furnishings.
His offloe was located on
the North side of Texas street in a very small unpretentious
145
building.
When his day9s work was completed Allen liked
nothing better than to retire to his home and spend a few
hours with his close friends.

He usually led the conversa

tion, which pertained to his life and deeds,

one of his

favorite topics was his work on the eapitol grounds in Baton

Rouge.**6
144 J. fair Hardin, "Ah Outline of Shreveport and Caddo
Parish History,19 in loc. clt., 665. The house was located
at 528 Allen Avenue. This Home later became the property of
Ranee cole.
145 Ibid. The executive office was located on the north
side of fexas street at 724-26 in a frame building which was
recently demolished.
146 New Orleans Pally Picayune, July 5, 1885.

Chapter XX
THB TRANS-MISSISSIPPI WSPARTMHNT, 1862-1865

After the fall of the city of New Orleans in April,
1362, it was evident that the Confederacy would have to form
a special department to administer adequately, and to give
the proper protection to, the territory west of the Missis**
sippl River.

In the latter part of May, 1862, the Confeder

ate military authorities created the Trans-Mississippi De
partment which embraced three districts.

Texas and the

territory of Arizona constituted the District of Texas;
Arkansas, Missouri, and the Indian country composed the
District of Arkansas; and that portion of Louisiana west of
the Mississippi River became the Dlstriot of West Louisiana,1
General Theophilus H. Holmes mho was in command of the
Arkansas area was placed in charge of the Department.

He

established his headquarters at Little Rook, where he assumed
command of the Trans-Mississippi Department in July, 1862.

2

Holmes had as subordinates Generals Thomas C. Hindman,
commander in Arkansas, Paul 0. Hebert in Louisiana, Henry H.
Sibley in Texas, and Albert pike among the Indians.

Later,

J. Bankhead Hagruder was placed in charge of the Texas
District.
General Richard Taylor, a native of Louisiana who had
1.Official Records, ser. I, Vol. IX, 713; ibid., General
Orders J<o.8, August 20, 1862, p. 731.
2 Ibid., Vol. XIII, 835, 860; Alexandria Louisiana
Democrat. September 10, 1862; Shreveport Semi-Weekly Raws,
July-117 1862.
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commanded a brigade in Virginia, was sent to Louisiana in
1862 to assume command of the district of west Louisiana*
He arrived in Opelousas late in August and after holding a
conference with Governor Moore assumed command of the dis
trict,3
The condition of the army attracted Taylor*s attention,
because he had only a small number of men.

He tried to in

crease his foroes by enforcing the conscription acts but had
very little success.

Taylor then appealed to the authorities

the East and received two small regiments, the eighteenth
Louisiana and the Grescent, a small battalion In Infantry,
and some light artillery.*

Louisiana was ill-supplied with

munitions and had no means of manufacturing any, so Taylor
e a U e d upon the Richmond authorities and received some as
sistance.

With limited supplies and poorly trained men, he

was Instructed to prevent the Federals from advancing into
the interior and, if possible, to drive them from the south5
era coast of Louisiana.
Conditions in other portions of the trans-Mississippi
region were likewise deplorable.

It appeared that General

Holmes and his forces in Arkansas were not doing so well In
1862 because the army had decreased from 50,000 to about
15,000 men; they were half starved, very dissatisfied, and
5 Richard Taylor, Destruction and Reconstruction. Personal
gxperiences of the Late War (Sew fork, lk79), 99, i02j
official IRTcoraTT"Ser. I, fol. XV, 789, 791.
4 Taylor. Destruction and Reconstruction, 110, 113s
Official Reoorda, s.r. I.Tol.'Jttli; Pt. S. p. 691.
5 6«loI£T KSoorda. a.r. I, vol. X7. 791. 608 . 897:

lbid.V'Torrnir.'gre.
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were plundering the citizens instead of protecting their
6
property.
Missouri was suffering even worse conditions he*
cause the government had fallen when Governor Claiborne F.
?
Jackson died.
The Lieutenant Governor, Thomas C. Reynolds,
had not arrived from South Carolina, where he was visiting
at the time of his aoeesslon.

The Federal foroes had driven

many of the confederates out of Missouri and naturally the
people suffered from raids, robbers, and impressments.
6 Ibid., Vol. m i , Ft. 2, p. 802.
7 Claiborne Fox Jackson (1806*1862), governor of Missouri,
was horn in Fleming county, Kentucky. He migrated to
Missouri before he was twenty, secured employment in a store,
and later became the proprietor.
Jackson was elected to the General Assembly in 1836 and
again in 1842. He was speaker in 1844 and 1806. He was a
pro-slavery Democrat and followed Thomas H. Benton until 1848
when the latter prevented his re-election. Benton sucoess*
fully opposed Jackson9s election to Congress In 1853 and 1855.
Jackson was elected governor In I860.
He did not advocate immediate secession but urged the
legislature to call a convention and to reorganize the militia.
The convention met in February, 1861, and proposed to accept
any favorable compromise. Jackson acquiesced in the decision
but he wanted to arm the militia. When Lincoln called for
troops, Jackson wrote a defiant letter to the secretary of
War saying that no troops would be furnished for such an
"unholy crusade."
When the legislature reassembled and voted to arm the
militia, Jackson called for 50,000 troops to defend the state.
He and some members of the legislature went to Neosho and in
December, 1861, adopted the secession ordinance* Jackson
was not very active in the civil War. He died at Little
Hock, Arkansas, in December, 1862. H. Kdward Nettles,
"Claiborne Fox Jackson," in Dictionary of American Biography.
IK, 538.
8 Thomas c. Reynolds to John B. Clark, December 27, 1862,
p. 1, in Thomas C. Reynolds Letter Book, 1862*1865, MSS., in
Library of congress, cited hereafter as Reynolds Letter Book.
Reynolds was visiting in wlnnsborough, South Carolina, when
he learned of Governor Jackson9s death in December, 1662*
larly in 1863 he went to Richmond but was detained another
two weeks beoause of illness. On March 19 he went to Winns*
borough thence to Columbia, and then to Montgomery and Mobile,
where he conferred with Simon Bolivar Buckner. He arrived
in Jackson, Mississippi, April 8, and after two unsuccessful
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Under these conditions General E. Kirby Smith replaced
Holmes as commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department.

At

the time of his appointment Smith was in Richmond, but he
quickly made his way south, crossed the Mississippi River at
Fort Hudson, and entered Louisiana.

He arrived at Alexandria

March 7, 1863, officially assumed oommand of the Department,
9
and established his headquarters there.
Among the members
of Smith's staff were Lieutenant Bdward Cunningham and Doctor
Sol A* Smith of Alexandria, medical director, both of whom
had served with smith while he commanded in the East.

Joseph

F. Belton, assistant adjutant general, and General William
R. Boggs, chief of staff, had been with him in his Tennessee
campaign.10
Smith conferred with his old friend from the eastern
theater of the war, General Richard Taylor, and In response
to President Davis' request formulated plans to protect the
Mississippi River.

Then he hurried away to Arkansas where

there appeared some dissension among the troops, and after
spending about three weeks Inspecting the area, Smith return
ed to Alexandria.

He learned that General Nathaniel P. Banks

attempts was able to cross the river at Hatches on May 1.
He proceeded to Little Rock via Monroe. Reynolds established
temporary headquarters at Camden in May. A few weeks later
he transferred to Shreveport but, being unable to secure ac
commodations, he went to Marshall where his headquarters were
located when the war closed. Reynolds Letter Book, MSS., 1,
14, 15, 45-47, 49-50, 68, 66, 104.
9 Official Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 948, 978, 1005s
Shreveport Weekly Hews, March 85, 1865s Dellas Herald, May
6, 1865.
10 Official Records, Ser. X, Vol. XV, 1009, 1048; William
R. Boggs, lifTTtary Remlnlsocnggg of General W. R. Boggs, o. S.
A* (John Lawson Mono^aphs oF T h e Trinity college flistorTcaX

mo
had landed a force of 18,000 at Berwick Bay and planned to
move againat Taylor who was located at Opelousas*

11

General Taylor began a retreat and, keeping away from
IS
the federals, arrived safely In Alexandria*
When Banks
was within one dayvs march of the city, Smith had the de
partmental reoords taken to Shreveport and ordered a retreat
13
toward Hatohitoohes.
Banks occupied Opelousas April SO and a few days later
began his march toward Alexandria*

He arrived before the

city on Hay 7, but instead of pursuing Taylor decided to
14
cross the Mississippi River and invest Port Hudson*
During May and June Smith attempted to aid Vicksburg
which was besieged by the federal forces, but lack of com
munication and inadequate transportation facilities thwarted
is
his efforts*
The city surrendered July 4, 1863, and Port
Hudson was taken three days later, thus effecting a break
in the confederacy and giving the federals complete control
of the Mississippi River*
General Smith found himself in command of a department
Society, Durham, 1913), 60-61*
11 Official Records, Ser* X, Vol. XXII, Pt* 2, pp* 871,
935: ibid*, tol* XV, 386-87; Boggs, Remlniaoenfss* 56*
IB Official Records, Ser* I, vol* xSXV, Pt.
p* 636;
ibid.,"voI7xf, 2 9 6 ^ , 388-96, 370-74; ibid*, Vol. XXVI,
jpt, 1, pp. 5-21*
13 Boggs, Reminiscences,58; Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews,
April 20, 28, 1663.
14 official Records, ser* I, Vol* XV, 313, 316-17; ibid.,
Vol. XitfirTIT Trpp7"5-ai.
—
15 Taylor, Destruction and Reconstruction, 137-38; Boggs,
Reminiscences.*!®; 3 T T T Hesaington, The campaigns of
Walked t'l Texas Division by a Private SoUTer- *.. IS e wTork,
Xg7Sf7T2£; 'grflelal Beoorts, Ser * X T W L .
Pt. 2, pp*
904, 913*

mi*
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almost Independent of the Confederacy.

He had to supply

monitions, food, and slothing, and raise the morale of his
army*

All had to be done without the aid of confederate

authorities beoause the Federal blockade made It almost im
possible for any Confederate news to oross the Mississippi
Hirer*

Smith had established his headquarters at Shreveport

beoause of its central location at the head of navigation on
Red Hirer.16

He formulated plans to make his department

self-sustaining.
He turned his attention first to the establishment of a
communication system; and by yune, 1363, he had completed a
telegraph line between Shreveport and Monroe; later, Little
Rock, Alexandria, and Texas were in direct communication
with headquarters.

Smith established a foundry, took over

the Hash Iron Works in pavls County, Texas, and organized a
clothing bureau which brought cloth, hats, and other articles
of clothing from Texas and Mexico*

There were erected near
17
San Antonio a large tannery and a woolen factory*

16 Official Records* Ser. I, Vol. m i . Pt* &, p. 371*
17 Ibid.* 571, 333, 935; ibid., Vol. 17, 1038; Shreve
port Semi-weekly Hews, July 347"1363; Dallas Herald, March
11, May 37, 1360; February 3, 1665* S. Arm!tags, a Federal
scout, reported February 3, 1865, that "The department depot
for provisions is at yeffarson; only a provost guard there.
At Marshall there is a Government tannery, a shoe manufactory,
a foundry for cannon shot and shell, a factory for percus
sion caps, a powder factory, and the headquarters of the
Treasury Department for the Trans-Mississippi Department.
Lead is brought to Marshall from Mexico. At Shreveport is
a foundry for casting cannon shot and shell; also the depot
of clothing, which is full of blankets, shoes, and other
clothing for the Trans-Mississippi Department* All shoe
makers and tailors are obliged to work there. A breastwork
surrounds the city, with embrasures at Intervals of 100 yards
for guns* Ho guns are now mounted* Ho troops are there
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When Vicksburg fall, Smith had virtually completed the
reorganisation of the department*

President Davis wrote him

at the time that he had a political as well as a military
problem and urged him to co-ordinate his department by call
ing a conference of the governors from the various states be
cause some were complaining that their states were being
neglected.

Davis stated that he had great confidence in
IS
Smith’s ability to handle the matter.
Governor Harris Flanagin of Arkansas had objected to
Smith’s withdrawing troops from Arkansas to strengthen the
forces in southern Louisiana, and he complained about the
abandoning of Camden and of moving machinery into the in
Smith had replied to him that these things had been
19
done for the beat interests of the department.

terior.

Before Davis’ letter arrived, Smith had called the sug
gested conference at Marshall, Texas, for August 15.

He had

invited the governors, supreme court judges, and congressmen
BO
to attend the meeting.
The conference was well attended
from Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana.

After Gover

nor Francis R. Lubbock of Texas was elected chairman of the
except a provost guard.” official Records, gar. X, Vol.
XLVXIX, Pt. 1, p. 780.
16 Official Records. Vol. XXIX, Pt. 8, pp. 919, 930.
19 X H I 7 r * 3 B ^ R r r ? 5 2 .
80 for"proceedings of the conference, see ibid., 949,
1004; flhreveport southwestern, September 8, IfS3. Those
attending the conference were: from Texas Governor Francis
R. Lubbock, William 3. Oldham, Colonel Pendleton Murrah,
Major Guy M. Bryan; from Louisiana Governor Moore, Colonel
Thomas 0. Manning, W. Merrick, Albert Voorhies; from Arkansas
H. Robert, W. Johnson, c. B. Mitchell, W. K. Patterson; and
from Missouri Governor Thomas C. Reynolds.
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group, General Smith submitted the following questions for
their consideration;
1* What is the eondition of the states since the fall
of Tlcksburg, the attitude of the people, the resources of
the states, and their ability to contribute to the defense
of the department?
£• What is the best method of restoring confidence, of
presenting dissension, and of keeping the people steadfast
in the hope of ultimate victory?
3. What is the proper way to safeguard government
credit, to secure the cotton of the department without the
people*s opposition, and to dispose of this cotton to the
best advantage?
4* What should be the extent of the civil authority
exercised by the department commander?
5. what is the opinion of the delegates with regard to
the appointment of commissioners to confer with the french
and Mexican authorities in Mexico?
6, What is the amount of arms and ordnance stores in
the various states?
Governor Lubbock appointed three committees to consider
these questions, and after due deliberation they reported
that something should be done to improve the manufacturing
of the district, that the food supply was adequate to take
care of the needs of the people in the department, and al
though there was some disaffection among the people, the
Trans-Mississippi Department was still a part of the con-
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federaey.
The group recommended that General Smith assume only
those military powers exercised by the generals in other
parts of the Confederacy.

They urged him to open trade with

Mexico and suggested that he confer with the Mexican and
French authorities with the view of securing an understanding
between the powers.
The conference adopted a resolution ashing that the
gorernors be constituted into an unofficial Committee of
Public Safety.

They recommended that each parish and county

organize a similar eoxanittee *to harmonize, and infuse rigor
into the patriotic efforts of the people, diffuse correct
information, and discourage disloyalty. *

Upon the recomen*

dation of senator C. B. Mitchell of Arkansas the conference
adopted the following resolutions

"That from our Intercourse

with Lieutenant General S. Kirby Smith, and on hearing his
plans, we hare the most implicit confidence in his regard
for law, his military shill and ability, his deration to
Southern rights, his purity and integrity as a man, and we
beliere that the united, rigorous efforts of our people will,
si
under his leadership, insure our final complete success."
Thomas C. Reynolds, Gorernor of Missouri, was made
chairman of the gorernorfs committee.

He Issued a circular

after the meeting adjourned setting forth the results of the
conference and urging the people to co-operate with the
El Official Records, Ser. I* Tol. XXII* Ft. E, p# i q i o s
ghrerepori SemT^Weekly Hews, August 25, September 4, 1863.

£05
government.
In the parishes of Louisiana a number of committees or
aseooiatlons were organised, and did excellent service In
securing supplies for the people and protecting their rights.
The first Association of Public Safety was organised at
Shreveport in September, 1865, with R. J. Looney as president,
Major George Tucker, vice-president, m . Estes, secretary,
£5
and Samuel Wells, treasurer*
In other parts of the state,
committees were organized and functioned intermittently for
24
the remainder of the war.
In the latter part of 1865 Smith's chief problem was
his army because he had to keep the ranks filled and procure
food, clothing, medicines, and munitions.

These supplies

came from Texas and Mexico and in order to get them Smith
had to export cotton.

To get the necessary amount of cotton

he began Impressing but encountered opposition from the
£6
governors of Louisiana and Texas.
Governor Lubbock and later Pendleton Hurrah objected to
lspressment of cotton and both executives gave smith much
trouble when he tried to recult soldiers in Texas.

Smith

had fewer difficulties with Governor Moore about the anoy
because Louisiana had virtually no militia.
££ Shreveport semi-Weekly Mews, September £5, 1865;
Shreveport Southwestern, September £, 1863.
£5 Shreveport southwestern, September 15, 1664.
£6 Ibid., October Id, November 17, 1863; February 5,
1864.
® Officii Records, Ser. I, Vol. XV, 10£8; Dorsey
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, £8£~33; Shreveport
Mews, June 7, 1364; frank £ . Owsley, States Rights in the
Confederacy (Chicago, 19E5), 60-6E.

Governor Moore had been authorised to raise a state
guard by the legislature In 1863.

The aot provided that

all men In the state between the ages of seventeen and fifty,
except state officials* clergymen* physicians* and those
mentally disqualified and physically unfit* were subject to
military duty*

The aot provided a bounty of fifty dollars

and eighty acres of land plus sixteen dollars per month for
privates while in actual service*

86

Under this law Governor Moore appointed Allen major
general* and the legislature elected General John a* Pratt,
Colonel c* M. Randolph, and Colonel Thomas X* Vick brigadier
87
generals.
However* the Governor was unable to raise very
many troops beoause the people opposed the law* and when the
district court in Shreveport declared the aot unconstitution
al* it became unenforceable*

Governor Moore reported to the

legislature in 1864 that he had been unable to raise the
state force*

88

Under these conditions Allen became governor.

To remedy

the situation the legislature at its first session enacted a
law authorising the Governor to raise a state Guard composed
of two battalions of mounted men consisting of five hundred
89
each*
on February 15 Allen appointed Majors R, 8* wyohe
and W* H. Terrell to command the two battalions of the
86 Louisiana Acts* 1863* pp* 48-43; Galveston Hews,
January 16, 13637 Dallas Herald* January 88* 18637 Shreve
port Semi-Weekly Hews, JanuaryTd* 87, 1863.
S7TErevepert gemi-Weekly News, January 16, 1863.
88 Ibid*. A p ri T T7 May 1 * Tuine 18, 1863; February 8*
1864*
89 Ibid*, February 16* 1864*
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30
cavalry and infantry .

All man between the ages of sixteen

and eighteen and all over forty-five years were subject to
servioe in the ftate Guard.

When the companies had recruited

as many as fifty each they were permitted to organize.

The

noncommissioned officers were to be appointed by the captain
and the others selected by the governor.
John W. Stuart and Samuel Itccutoheon were appointed
captains of the state Guards and authorized to enlist men
31
for the organization.
On Kerch 6 the first company was
enrolled in the state9s service, and before June two battal32
ions had been recruited and placed in General Smith9s army,
Allen, attempting to form a battalion in eastern Louisiana,
appointed James B. corkern major and B, B, Graham captain.
In June, 1864, he wrote to James A. Seddon, secretary of war,
and asked that these men and the others named as officers In
battalion be transferred from the Confederate service to the
33
State Guard.
The Louisiana militia act of 1864 conflicted with a
Confederate law enacted on February 27, 1864, which made all
men between the ages of seventeen and fifty eligible for
Confederate service.

Allen wrote Davis protesting against

the act and asked that Louisiana be exempted from the law.
The President replied that such was beyond his or General
Smith* s power but suggested that Smith would aid Allen in
30
31
March
32
33

Ibid., February 16, 19, 1864.
ibid., February 16, 19, 26, 1864} Opelousas Courier,
57™T864.
— — —
Shreveport Hews, March 8, 1864.
Official Becords, ser. I, Vol. LIII, 1003-04.
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every way possible to make tho Louisiana troops available
S4
when needed*
Allen selected for bis personal staff a group of well*
known Louisiana eltlsens most of who© had held public offices
before the war and many of whom had been officers in the
Confederacy*

Srnest Miltenberger of New Orleans and Thomas

G. Parkes of Points Coupee^ were appointed lieutenant oolonels
and made aide-de-oaaps.

Theodore Oaillard Hunt, prominent

New Orleans attorney, was named adjutant general with the
rank of a brigadier general*

William P. Wagner, assistant

adjutant general, was made a eolonel, and Duncan L. Cage of
Terrebonne was appointed captain and acting adjutant.

Henry

N. Favrot of West Baton Rouge, formerly captain in the Delta
Rifles, was appointed commanding general of the state Guard
with the rank of lieutenant eolonel.

James C* wise of

Rapides, was named eolonel and quartermaster general.
Hleure became assistant quartermaster general.

T, W.

Clinton H.

Ardis was appointed chief of the clothing bureau and keeper
of the state military store.

Doctor m x i Martin of Bast

Baton Rouge was made surgeon general with the rank of colonel.
John Hilton Sandldge, former congressman from Bossier, was
appointed major and chief of ordnance*

colonel Phanor

Frudhoune of Natchitoches and Lieutenant colonel John w.
Toles of west Feliciana became voluntary aides to the
35
governor.
34 Ibid.. 961*63; Dunbar Rowland (ed«), Jefferson Davis,
Coaatliuiionalietjgle Letters. papers and speeches, 10 vols.
(jackson, li43), VlT^^O-SE.
35 Letters Received, MSS., Chap. VIII, Vol. CXXXIX, 60;

£09
The people in Shreveport became very anxious about the
city's defense in 1862, before it became the state capital
or the headquarters for the military authorities.

A safety

committee called the Caddo Parish Committee was organized to
formulate plans for the city's protection.

Its first meeting

on May 1, 1868, was in response to Governor Moore's proolamation concerning the destruction of cotton.

The committee
55(5
ordered all cotton removed from the city and burned.
in
order to co-ordinate the work of the Red River Valley par
ishes the Caddo committee proposed that a system of communi
cation be established.

The lower valley parishes agreed and

assisted in placing riders and horses at regular intervals
37
between Shreveport and Alexandria.
On May ££ the Desoto parish Committee reoommended the
placing of obstructions in Red River to prevent a Federal
38
invasion of their section.
In the same month Mount Lebanon
published a circular calling for a meeting at Vernon in
Jackson parish to discuss the matter of defending Louisiana.
The meeting was attended by representatives from the neigh
boring parishes, but they were unable to agree upon a defi39
nite plan.
Late in 1862 the people of Shreveport again bestirred
Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, February 16, 26, 1864; Special
Orders of the Adjutant (ieneral's Office, MSS., Chap. VIII,
Vol. CLIII, 197, In Confederate Records, The National Archives.
36 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, May 6, 1862. Members of
the coimalttee were Rueben white, chairman, Roland H. Jones,
Walter Cates, William Ball, and V. H. Jones.
37 Shreveport Semi-Weekly News, May 16, 1862.
38 Ibid., May 3$7’1862.
39 T 5 H . , May 30, June 2, 1862.
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themselves ©onoerning the defense of their state and city.
At a mass meeting held on November 1, with colonel Benjamin
L. Hodge as chairman, representatives from the Red River
parishes adopted resolutions ashing that every white citizen
be enrolled in the army and that a committee be sent to
Governor Hoore and General Taylor urging that every precau
tion be taken for the defense of Louisiana.

They agreed to

eontest every foot of the Red River valley before surrender
ing to the federals.

A resolution authorized the chairman

of the meeting to appoint two members from every parish in
the Red River Valley to see that the defense was established.
They fixed November ZZ as the next meeting time to e$rry on
40
their work of defending the state.
During the second week
of November another meeting composed of representatives from
the parishes of the Red River Valley was held in Bienville
Parish at the Lake Bisteneau Salt Works.

They adopted

resolutions similar to those published by the Shreveport
group.

41

On November ZZ representatives from Bienville, Bossier,
Caddo, DeSoto, and Winn parishes and Harrison County, Texas,
assembled in Shreveport.

They voted to place obstructions

in Red River and appointed a committee to consult with the
military authorities.

The parish representatives subscribed

a sum of money to pay for preparing the defense of the
Valley.

R. C. Cummings of Bossier, David y. Rider of Caddo,

40 Ibid., November 4, 186 £.

41 TBit.. November 11, I860.

211
Samuel Clark of Desoto f Thomas Hunter of Hatchltoohes, and
F. D. Strother of Winn were appointed as an executive com48
mlttee to adminster the fund.
The group met In Hatehitoohea on December Z and received
reports from the Chief Bxeoutive and military authorities.
Governor Hoore agreed to call the legislature to aid them
in their work and General Taylor promised to furnish an
engineer to assist with the work and made plans to defend
435
any obstructions which they might ereot.
The legislature conferred on the executive committee
corporate powers with full authority to prooeed with its
work.

The committee received $158,551.91 from Bienville,

Bossier, Caddo, Desoto, Rapides, Hatohitoohes, Winn, and
Avoyelles parishes and other sources.

The committee

strengthened the defense at Fort DeRussy and at Grand Score.
In the spring of 1864, when it had completed its work, the
CGmmittee prorated the surplus funds among those parishes
44
which had contributed.
Barly In 1864 the military authorities of the TransMississippi were oognizant of a Federal plan to invade the
Red River Talley.

This campaign had been formulated late

in December, 1868, by Grant, Sherman, Banks, and Rear Admiral
David D* Porter.

Frederick Steele, the Federal commander in

Arkansas, was to march from Little Rook with 10,000 troops
and occupy Shreveport; Banks proposed to move up the Missis48 Ibid., December 8, 1862.
43 1513., December 12, 1862.
44 tor the committee9s report, see ibid., February 2, 1864.
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sippi Hirer with 16*000 troops* and Major A.

Smith with

a for os of 10,000 was to come from Vicksburg to aid Banks,
Porter prepared to support the armies with a squadron of
45
gunboats.
General Kirby Smith began preparations for the defense
of the Eed Hirer Talley early In the spring of 1654; his
first efforts were to oonoentrate the departmental forces In
Louisiana,

General Tom Green was brought from Texas to
44
Alexandria.
General sterling Price who had replaced Holmes
as eoamander in Arkansas was ordered to send all his Infantry
47
and artillery* keeping only his earalry to oppose Steele.
Smith instructed Taylor to harass Banks in his march up the
48
Hirer Talley but not to engage him in a contest.
Supplies
to aid the Confederate*s retreat had been placed along the
49
Red Hirer in Louisiana and Texas.
Smith then called upon
the goremors to aid with their local guards.
Allen responded to this call by ordering his State Guard
to report at designated plaoes in the Red Hirer Talley,

on

March 16 he issued General orders Number 2 which instructed
the enrolling officers to hare their companies ready to march
on a moment9s notice.

He said* "The movements expected to

be made by the enemy in this quarter will require the service
45 Official Records, Ser. I* Vol. XXI. Pt. 1, p. 596,

ibid.. Vo'i"iivTTTt7~3, pp. 46o-6i, ibid., vol. xxxiv, pt.
*Tp.
46
47
48
46

2*7Ibid..
TSTff.,
TBTff..
iffS..

1027.
vol. m i , Pt. 2, p. 56.
701. XXXIV, Pt. 1, p. 515.
550, 560-72.
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in the field of every son of Louisiana.

In this condition

of public affairs the good citizen will lay aside every
selfish and unworthy consideration and devote his whole care
and attention to the public defense.

At the call of the

Sxeeutive the merchant must be ready to leave his counting
room, the farmer his plow, the mechanic his tools, and men
50
of other classes of labor their pursuits."
on March 18
the commanding officers in Caddo, Desoto, and Claiborne were
instructed to bring their companies, mounted and equipped,
51
to Shreveport.
on the following day Allen called upon the
officers from Union, Bienville, Winn, Natchitoches, and
Sabine to assemble their companies, march them to Natehitoshes, and report to Lieutenant B. W. Clark of the state
52
Guard.
And on March 28 he ordered all units which had not
53
reported to do so immediately.
A few days later Allen re
voked all furloughs and ordered every man In Louisiana to
report immediately for service.

On April 9 he sent out

Special orders Number 90 which called every citizen in the
parishes to the army.

He instructed his officers to arrest

and bring into camp any person refusing to enroll.

Allen

said, "If any man resist you with deadly weapons, you will
54
cause him to be shot dead on the spot."
Late in March General Steele left Little Rock and moved
50
51
58
53
54
Chap.

ibid., Pt. 2, p. 1047.
sEreveport News, March 22, 1864.
Ibid.
ISIS.. March 29, 1864.
Special orders of the Adjutant General*s office, MSS.,
VIII, Vol. CLIII, 242-43.
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towards Arkad.lphia with as army of 10,000 Infantry, 25
pieces of artillery, 400 wagons, and a small cavalry force.

55

On March 27 Smith ordered General Price to retard his advance
and operate on his line of communication but not to risk an
55
engagements
Banks, moving toward Alexandria on March 15, was noti
fied that he must take Shreveport within ten or fifteen days
because Sherman would need the troops which he sent over
57
under General Smith.
on March 85 Banks was at Alexandria
with his forces*
Smith ordered Taylor to retreat and not risk a fight
58
with Banks until he received reinforcements.
Taylor evacu
ated Alexandria, marched his army toward Pleasant Hill, where
on April 7 his cavalry, without orders, engaged the advanced
wing of Bank's army at Wilson's plantation.

After a sharp

engagement Taylor went to Mansfield to await the arrival of
reinforcements.

He notified General Smith of the engagement
59
at Pleasant Hill and asked for aid.
On the morning of April 8 General Taylor without in
structions from Smith decided to attack*

He had under his

command such capable leaders as Thomas Green, Hamilton Bee,
Alfred Mouton, John G. Walker, and C.

Polignac.

After a

day's hard fighting the federal army retreated a few miles
south of Mansfield.

The next day Taylor pursued the enemy

55 Official Records, Ser. I, Vol. XXXIV, Pt. 5, pp. 867-68.
56
57 1EI3., Vol. XLVI, Ft. 1, p. 13.

ss rare., voi. x m v , pt. 1, p. 515.
59 m

, 181-85, 520-21, 527.
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and engaged them in some stiff fighting near Pleasant Hill,
hut toward the close of dap he withdrew his forces and the
Ohlon army retreated to Grand Score south of Natchitoches.
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When Smith received news of the engagement at pleasant
Hill and Taylor* s plan to attack, he and Governor Allen
hurriedly left Shreveport for Mansfield hut arrived too late
for the hattie.

Smith and Taylor held a conference to de

termine their next move.

The latter wanted to pursue General

Banks; hut Smith thought Steele, who was within ninety miles
of Shreveport, the more dangerous foe; so they deoided to
attack him*
Taylor, leaving only his cavalry under General Polignac
to watch Banks, left for Shreveport with the infantry divi
sions of Walker, Thomas J* Churchill, and llosby M. Parsons.
When he arrived in Shreveport, Taylor learned that Smith was
going into the field against Steele and leave him at head
quarters.

He refused to remain in Shreveport and left im

mediately to join his army at Natchitoches, where he assumed
61
command on April 19.
Steele was moving toward Washington, Arkansas, hut was
being harassed by General Price*

on April 17 Smith assumed

personal command of the Confederate forces in front of Steele
but the news of Banks* failure and two small defeats at Marks
Hill and Poison springs, Arkansas, caused Steele to evacuate
Camden and move rapidly toward Little Book*
d0 Ibid., Pt* 3, pp. 125-86.
61 TBId., Pt. 1, pp. 535, 582-83, 650-72.

Smith* s army was

216
tired, without food, and handicapped by flooded streams, so
he gave up the pursuit of Steele and returned to Shreveport*

62

Banks, followed by Taylor, moved slowly down Red River
to Alexandria where he had trouble in getting his vessels
down the river because of the low water*

Taylor planned to

keep Banks in Alexandria but was unable to do more than
harass the Federal army while Banks' engineers oonstruoted a
dam in Red River to float their vessels over the falls south
of Alexandria.

Banks evacuated the city May 12 and two days
63
later it was burned.
Soon after Smith came to the Department, he and Taylor

had disagreed over certain articles appearing in an Alex64
andria paper.
Later Taylor criticized Smith's policy of
handling the deserters, and when Taylor was not permitted to
direct the construction of the fortifications at Fort DeRussy
65
he accused Smith of being inconsistent.
The Red River
campaign accentuated to the breaking point the rift between
the two generals.

In June, 1864, Smith relieved Taylor of

his command and ordered him to proceed to Natchitoches and
as
await the pleasure of the President.
About a month later
Taylor was ordered Fast to assume Polk's command in Alabama,
Mississippi, and Bast Louisiana.
During the last year of the war Smith's Department ex62 Ibid.,
63 IBIS.,
64 IBIS.,
394*95 9^9
65 Ibid.|
902.
66 Ibid.,

.

Pt. 3, pp. 72-78.
333.
Vol. XXVI, Pt. 2, pp. 29-30;

ibid., Pt. 1, pp.

Vol. XXIV, Pt. 2, pp. 883, 892-93, 897-99, 901Pt. 4, p. 664.

perienoed only one more campaign and that wad General
Sterling Price’s unsuccessful expedition into Missouri late
in 1864,
Governor Allen addressed the soldiers at Mansfield after
the viotory over the Federals and then returned to shreve67
port*
A few days later he Issued a general order congratu
lating the men of Louisiana for the fine spirit In which
they had responded to his call.

He stated that every man

who failed to comply with his order would be arrested and
brought into camp.

He pointed out that the Confederate Con-

grass had amended the conscript law so as to Include all the
men in his militia.

Allen said, "You are therefore per

manently discharged from the command of the Governor,

He

parts from you with much regret, and tenders to each and all
of you his best wishes for your health, happiness, and pros
perity."^®
During the remainder of the war the Governor was with
out a militia, but he did not forget those who had partici
pated in the conflict.

In 1865 the legislature authorized

him to appoint a superintendent of army records with author
ity to mafce a complete list of all men and officers who had
served in either the state or Confederate service.

Allen

appointed Henry M. Favrot to this position, and when the war
closed a few months later he was busily engaged in compiling
67 Blessington, The Campaigns of Walfcer'a Division, 104,
For a copy of AllenTT'speeoETsee'Tbrar:; TKHMHSTI---: 68 Official Records, Ser. I, YoI7~XXIV, Ft. 3, p. 778j
Shreveport Southwestern, April 87, 1864; Shreveport News,

A p m 19,

m r.-------

—
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the necessary data*

The Governor also planned to erect a

monument at Baton Rouge to the memory of the men who had
69
fallen for the southern cause*
Allen was not only interested in the Louisiana troops,
hut he was always ready to aid those of the neighboring
states.

$hen the Federals advanced into Missouri, they

forced the state troops south into Arkansas and Louisiana*
After Governor Reynolds established headquarters at Marshall,
many of the Missouri troops came to Shreveport and remained
in or near the town until the war ended*

The Governor adked

the people of Shreveport in the fall of 1864 to raise money
for the benefit of the soldiers*

In November he wrote to a

number of citizens in Natohitoehes and asked them to raise
money for the destitute troops*

In answer to his request a

concert was held at Mansfield which raised about $5,000 for
the soldiers; a Shreveport benefit contributed a similar
* 70
amount*
In February, 1865, Governor Reynolds wrote Allen and
thanked him for Louisiana's contribution to the Missouri
troops*

He complimented Allen for his message delivered at

the recent meeting of the legislature.

Reynolds stated

further that the people had not forgotten that Allen once
lived in Missouri and it was with great pride that they
71
watched his great accomplishments.
The following April
69 See John M. Sandidge'e speech in New Orleans TimesDemocrat, July 5, 1885; Louisiana Acts, 1865, p, id.
70 Allen's letter, quoted in New Orleans Times, December
5, 1864; Shreveport News, November 29, 1864*
71 Reynolds to Allen, February 1, 1865, in Reynolds
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Reynolds wrote Allen again, requested, and received permis
sion to use the Louisiana agents In San Antonio and Matamoras
78
for the purpose of exporting ootton.
Rear the end of the year 1864 there ooeurred an inter
esting episode which involved Allen, Smith, and General 0. J.
de Pollgnao, a brigadier general serving under Smith in the
Trans-Kissiasippi Department,

pollgnao had gone to Shreve

port where he was honored with a public banquet.

General

Smith, Governor Allen, and other leading figures of the De
partment were present for the dinner, after whioh Governor
73
Allen presented Pollgnao with a sword.
While in Shreveport Pollgnao, believing that he could
arouse some Interest in the confederate oause, asked permis
sion from General Smith to visit France and talk with the
Duke de Horny who was a close friend of Napoleon,

smith

granted Pollgnao permission to go and agreed that he might
take his chief of staff, Major John c. Honours.

When Allen

heard of the proposed visit he suggested that colonel Ernest
Hiltenberger, his aid-de-eamp, go with them and take a letter
74
to Hapoleon.
Letter Book, KSS», 300.
78 Reynolds to Allen, April 10, 1863, ibid., 310.
75 Hatehltoohes Times, October 89, 188i.
74 Hew Orleans PaiTyfeioayune, June 88, 1885, contains
this account. Pollgnao wrote a letter from Prance April 17,
1901, giving a narrative of this trip. See R. A. Brook
(ed*). "Polignae’s Mission,** in Southern Historical society
Papers. 57 vols. (Richmond, 1876^1534), x K I I (I « 4 J T T I W l .
Also, 'see Richmond Dispatch, Hay 80, 1901; Washington post,
March 14, 19, Hay 7, 1331. Ernest Hiltenberger was given
authority to proceed to Europe and purchase goods for
Louisiana in December, 1854. Letters Received, MBS., Ohap.
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The party left Shreveport in January, made their way
across Texas to Matamoras, and sailed Tor Havana.

After a

short delay in Cuba they took passage to Cadiz, Spain, and
then went to Paris.

Upon arriving in the French capital

they learned that the Duke de Moray had died; however, Gen
eral Polignac was able to obtain a conference with Hapoleon
and later introduced Colonel Hiltenberger who presented
Allen's letter to the Emperor.
It appears from the information available Allen wrote
Napoleon that France and England ought to Intervene in the
Civil War.

He suggested that the Emperor would need the

assistance of the Confederacy if he expected to maintain his
position in Mexico.

Hapoleon replied that he had asked

England on two occasions to join with him but had not been
successful and that it was now too late.
In the spring of 1865 the Trans-Mississippi Department
was in a better condition from every standpoint than it had
^been since the war began.

Smith had about 50,000 troops

under his command, a number of capable generals, well-train
ed subordinate officers, plenty of munitions, and food sup
plies were ample.

When the outlook for the West was very

hopeful news of Lee's surrender reached the Department.
On April 81, the day Smith received Information of the
surrender, he Issued a stirring address to his army urging
them to stand by their colors.

He said*

Tou possess the means of long resisting invasion,
Tou have hopes of succor from abroad
protract the
struggle, and you will surely receive the aid of
nations who already deeply sympathize with you.

£21
Stand by your colors —
maintain your discipline.
The great resources of this Department, its vast ex
tent, the numbers, the discipline, and the efficiency
of the Army, will secure to our country terms that a
proud people can, with honor, accept, and may, under
the Providence of God, be the means of checking the
triumph of our enemy and of securing the final success
of our cause, 75
On the following day Major Charles w. Squire's Battalion
of Light Artillery and Captain William G. Mosley* s Battery
of Horse Artillery assembled at their camp near Shreveport
and resolved to stand by their country through good and bad
76
and never to surrender their rights as a free people.
On
April 26 General Joseph o. Shelby of Missouri Issued an ad
dress to his men who were stationed at Pittsburg, Texas, in
which he urged the soldiers to stand by their colors and
fight for their motherland.

He urged the Missouri cavalry

to remain together and prefer exile rather than surrender.

77

On April 27 Governor Murrah of Texas announced the surrender
of Lee and urged the people to join the army and continue
the struggle.

He said, "It may be the privilege of Texas,

the youngest of the confederate sisters, to redeem the cause
78
of the confederacy from its present perils."
On the same
day the soldiers under General William P. Hardeman of Texas,
encamped in Washington County, held a meeting and resolved
to continue the struggle.

On April 29 Governor Allen Issued

a ringing appeal to the soldiers of Louisiana, Texas, Arkan75 Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews, April 22, 1865; Shreve
port Armor and Navy Messenger, April 27, 1865,
76‘^ e v e p o r f s e m i -F^gIy News, April 29, 1865.
77 Dallas Herald, May 11, I$6'5; Walker, "Reconstruction
in Texas," i n T o cT clt., 42.
78 Walker, "^Seeonstruetion in Texas," in loo, oit., 42,
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sas, and Missouri, urging them to stand by the cause.
On April 25 Allen presided at a public meeting in
Shreveport which adopted resolutions proposed by Judge Roland
H. Jones calling for a meeting on Saturday* April £9, to determine the needs and conditions of the country and to sug~
gest ways and means of promoting the success of the war.
Three committees were appointed to arrange for the next meet00
ing.
on the following Saturday a large group of oitisens
and over 2*000 soldiers assembled.

Among the leaders present

were Generals Smith* Simon B. Buckner* Sterling Price* Brig
adier Generals Harry T. Hays* Alexander T. Hawthorne of
Arkansas* Theodore G. Hunt of Louisiana* and Governors Allen
and Reynolds.
Allen, the first speaker for the day* appealed to the
people to continue the war because the department was able
to maintain itself for it had plenty of food* munitions* and
soldiers*

General Hays followed Governor Allen and took the

same view with reference to the war.

Others making speeches

were General Hawthorne* colonel R. H. Musser of Missouri*
81
and colonel George w. Flournoy of Texas.
Amid all these preparations to continue the war General
Smith received on May 8 a letter from General John Pope*
commander of the District of Missouri* offering him the same
79 ibid. For a copy of Allen's address* see Marshall
Texas Republican, May 18* 1865; Shreveport Hews* May 16* 1865.
M Shreveport Semi-weekly Hews* April 27, 1865; Hew
Orleans Times, May 7* 1865.
81 Shreveport Semi-weekly Hews, May 4* 1865; Hew Orleans
Daily True Delta, May 7* 1865; Houston Tri-Weekly Telegraph,
Stay 10* 1865; Hew Orleans Times. May 7 * T l 6 5 T
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terms of surrender whioh General Lae had received.

The

letter m s brought to Shreveport by Lieutenant Colonel John
©8
T. Sprague accompanied by Major John Bundy.
The following
day General Smith informed colonel Sprague that he could not
8©
accept the terms of surrender.
The Federal commissioners
were ready to return with the message when Governor Allen
and John sandldge prevailed upon General Smith to detain
colonel Sprague until after a conference of the governors
had been held.

Smith complied with the request and on the

same day, May 9, sent invitations to the governors in his
department to meet on May 10 at Marshall.

©4

Governors Allen, Flanagin, and Reynolds met General
Smith at Marshall.

Guy M. Bryan represented Governor Murrah,

who was ill and unable to make the trip from Austin.

By May

13 the eonferenee had adopted the terms of peace whioh only
a very strong power could expect to receive.

The group

authorised Allen to meet with the Federal authorities and
conclude such terms as he could make.

©5

On May 15 General

Smith wrote colonel Sprague and Informed him of the decision
of the conference and asked that he consult with the Lou*
86
Islana governor.
Allen proposed to accompany Sprague to St. Louis and
82 Official Reoords, Ser. I, Vol. XLVIII, Pt. 1, pp. 186*87.
83 ibid., 189} Shreveport Mews, May 16, 1865.
84 SEreveport Hews, May 1©,16655 New Orleans Dally
Picayune, June 28, 1685; Smith*s letter, quoted in Dorsey,
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 288*89.
orHcTal^ec5?gs, ©er. I, fol. XLVIII, Pt. 1, pp. 19091: Dorsey. Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 292-93;

M arshall T.xas Sepufclioaii;
-------86 O ffic ia l fieoofa.~s.~3er. I , V o l. X L V III, Pt. 1, p. 191.

m
then go to Washington and negotiate a treaty; but as the
Federal representative refused to guarantee bis safety , Allen
did not make the trip*

Colonel Sprague left Shreveport Slay

17, arrived in St. Louis ten days later, and reported that
67
Smith had refused to surrender.
Allen wrote on May 17 that he would not leave Shreveport
until he heard from the Federal authorities.

He stated fur*

ther that he would remain at the helm as long as his people
needed him but he urged those who wished to live under Fed*
oral rule to return home to their property because the war
68
was over.
Three days later General Smith made Simon B. Buckner
chief of staff for the department and left for Houston, where
he expected to rally his army and continue fighting.

Dur

ing the next few days momentous changes occurred within the
army,

communications from Magruder, Walker, Churchill,

Price, and others indioated that the soldiers were deserting
rapidly and that only a few days would be needed until the
army would be disbanded.

In response to a call from General

Harry Hays, Allen left Shreveport for Mansfield to rally the
Louisiana troops, but before he arrived most of them had de
serted and gone to their homes.

Under these conditions

Buckner called a conference of the leading officers who were
near Shreveport.

They advised Buckner to proceed at once to

Hew Orleans and negotiate a treaty.

General Sterling price

87 Ibid.. 188.
88 Letter, quoted in Dorsey, Recollections of Henry
Watkjjis Allen. 894.
S r TbiST, 895 , 300.
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was appointed to aceompany him on his mission.

90

On May 85 Buckner and price arrived in Mew Orleans and
were joined by Lieutenant General Richard Taylor who had
already surrendered his command,

on the following day

Buckner, Taylor, and Price met Major Generals JEdward R. S.
Canby and Francis J. Herron and arranged the terms of peace
which were substantially the same as those given to General
91
Robert R. Lee.
The treaty was sent by steamer to Galveston,
where on Funs 8 General Smith signed the articles.
Generals Buckner and Price returned to Shreveport the
first week In June and made plans to parole the soldiers.
On June 8 Buckner Issued his final address to the soldiers
in which he stated that the struggle was over and that they
had won the respect of their enemy and the admiration of the
world.

He urged them to go home, refrain from any aots of

hostilities, and to help rebuild their state.

He stated that

they would have much to endure but as courage had been their
characteristic on the field fortitude should guide their
actions in private life.

He commended the Missouri troops

for their orderly deportment and firm discipline and then
said, "Soldierst Our official relations are now severed.
Tou will carry with you to your homes or into exile, my
go
warmest wishes for your prosperity and happiness."
on the
following day Buckner appointed paroling officers for Texas
90 Memorandum written by Buckner, June 11, 1866, quoted
in ibid., 300.
91 Sew Orleans Times. May 26, 28, 29, 1865; Shreveport
Semi-Weekly Hews, June 13, 1865; Mew Orleans Dally True
Delta. May 2tT» 28, 1865.
ft® Shreveport Mews. June 10, 1865; Mew Orleans Times.

m
and Louisiana*

93

Allen remained in Shreveport until he knew that the
treaty had been signed; then he made plans to go Into exile
because he refused to surrender*

He had been Informed that

if he remained in Louisiana a humiliating imprisonment awaited him*

Before leaving, Allen arranged for John sandidge,

chief of Ordnanee, to remain at the executive office in
charge of all papers and state documents with Instructions
to deliver them to the proper state or federal official.
In his letter to Sandidge, Allen said, "I have but one
request to make of him or them*

It is this, that all the

debts contracted by me for the State of Louisiana shall be
honestly paid*

The Confederate States has transferred to

the State a large quantity of cotton*

I simply ask that

enough may be set apart to pay the creditors of the State,
who have furnished the actual necessaries of life in good
94
faith."
When Allen had closed all the books of the state and
June 15, 1865*
93 Shreveport semi-weekly Hews, June SO, 1865. Buckner
appointed Brigadier General g.dreer supervising commission
er north of the Trinity Elver in Texas* Others appointed
were colonel S. A. Roberts, Bonham, Texas; Major William A*
Steadman, Marshall, Texas; Colonel W* H* Shivers, Shreveport,
Louisiana; Major J. J. Yarborough, Mansfield, Louisiana;
Captain T* K* Faunt LeRoy, Mlnden, Louisiana* Shreveport
Semi-weekly Hews, June BO, 1865*
? 4 Allen *s letter, quoted in New Orleans Dally Picayune,
June 28, 1885* Sandidge turned these state records over to
Major General Francis J. Herron who came to Shreveport the
first week in June. They were placed in boxes and sent to
General Canby in Hew Orleans. Later these records were sent
to Washington and today are located in The National Archives*
For correspondence concerning these records, see official
Records, Ser. I, Vol. XLVIII, Pt. 2, 803-804; 8167 666, 927.
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had made proper disposition of his own business, he deliver-

95

ed on June £ his farewell address to the people of Louisiana«
He told them that the war was over, the army had disbanded,
and that there was no further opposition to the constitution
of the United States*

The Governor urged the people to re*

turn to their homes and for their own immediate protection
he suggested that they organize small oozqp&nles to prevent
destruction of property*
Allen told them that they had fought for a just and
honorable oause and had done so bravely but the war was over
and it was time to males peace*

He said, "Now let us show to

the world, that as we have fought like men
can make peace*

- like men we

Let there be no aots of violence, no heart

burnings, no intemperate language, but with manly dignity
submit to the inevitable course of events*w

Allen urged

further that there should be no repinings for lost property
because it would do no good*
The Governor stated it rested with the Washington au
thorities to restore peace, happiness, and prosperity to
Louisiana which they could do within five years*

He said,

"If my voice could be heard and needed at Washington, I would
say, spare this distracted lend —
people*

oh, spare this afflicted

In the name of bleeding humanity, they have suffer

ed enough I"

Allen stated that he would not be heard at

Washington because he had been proscribed and that he was
95 Allen1s address was Quoted probably more widely than
any other speech delivered by a state or Confederate of
ficial* For a copy of it, see Appendix Humber V*
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going Into exile to eeeape persecution, but he said, ”1
leave the office of Governor with olean hands, and with the
conselous pride of having done my duty.”

Fellow citizens

he continued, "in this the darkest hour of my life, I do not
come before you as an old man, broke down by the storms of
state, nor do I oome to plead for mercy, at the hands of
those whom I have fought for four long years," but he said,
"I come in the pride and vigor of manhood, unoonquered, un
subdued.

I have nothing to regret,”

Allen stated further

that as a soldier, citizen, and administrator he had done
his duty beoause he had cared for the soldiers, the widows,
and the orphans and he had protected the people from en
croachments of the military authority.
In urging the people to return to their homes and re
build the state Allen said, "Refugees, return to your homesX
Repair, improve, and plant.

Go to work, with a hearty good

will,” and if necessary take the oath of allegiance.

”It is

my prayer to God, that this country may be blessed with per
manent peace, and that real prosperity, general happiness,
and lasting contentment may unite all who have elected to
live under the flag of a common country.”
In conclusion Allen directed his remarks to the ladies
of Louisiana who had always responded to his calls.

He

praised their work in aiding the soldiers, making clothes,
and nursing the sick and afflioted.

He told them that he

hoped some day when the storm of passion and prejudice had
passed away that he might be able to return to Louisiana and

839
mix and mingle with all hi a friends , but, he said, "If this
should he denied me, I humbly trust we may all meet in
Heaven."

Chapter

X

EXILES IN MEXICO

When the news of Lee's surrender reached the army of
the Trans-Mississippi, it was distributed from Arkansas to
South Louisiana and from the Mississippi to the Rio Grande
River.

General Magruder commanded in Texas; Price was in

Arkansas; Hays was in Louisiana; and Buckner was with Smith
at Shreveport.

Upon receiving the Information, many of the

soldiers did not wait for orders to disband or to be paroled;
Instead they threw down their arms and went home,

others

remained until their offioers gave orders to maroh or dis
band.

Probably the most loyal group in the Trans-Mississippi

Department during the last days of the Confederacy was the
Missouri troops.

Allen and Buckner In their final addresses

commended them for their loyalty and steadfastness
When General smith called the governors conference at
Marshall on May 10, a number of the leading military of
ficials went to the city for the meeting.

After the gover

nors adjourned on May 13, Colonel George Flournoy of Texas,
Colonel William A. Lewis of Price's division, Joseph 0.
Shelby, Generals William Preston of Kentucky and Alexander
T. Hawthorne of Arkansas met at Senator Lewis T. Wigfall's
home in Marshall.

They decided, if necessary, to fight their

way across the Rio Grande and join Maximilian's Empire which
1 see Appendix V.
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had been established in Mexico.

They voted to ask General

Smith to lead them, and if he refused Simon B. Buckner was
their second choice*

Smith, when informed of the meeting,

declined the offer and refused to dismiss the army until
President Davis ordered him to do so*

Buokner, loyal to his

superior officer, would not accept the position without per
mission from smith*

This delay proved fatal to the plans of

the group because within forty-eight hours most of the troops
had disbanded*
2 Benito Juarez, a leader of the Liberal faction, entered
Mexico City on January 11, 1861, and assumed control of the
government* He expelled the Spanish minister and papal le
gate because of their political activities. Juarez found
the Mexican finances in a chaotic condition* He recognized
Great Britain’s debt in return for political recognition and
a loan. Juarez attempted to enforce the laws of 1059 which
disestablished and disendowed the church* At this time Mex
ico owed European countries about $82,000,000. Xu July the
Mexican Congress suspended interest payments on the national
debt for two years.
Hapoleon, influenced by his wife, personal ambition,
and Mexicans visiting in Paris decided to intervene in Mexico.
He called a meeting with Kngland and Spain and secured an
agreement for joint intervention.
In December, 1661, Vera Cruz was occupied by a joint
army. By April of the following year Great Britain and Spain
had secured acceptable terms for their claims and had with
drawn from Mexico* The Preach army occupied Mexico City and
prepared to take control of the government. Hapoleon ar
ranged for Maximilian of Austria, the brother of Kmperor
Francis Joseph, to becomeemperor of Mexico,
He arrived in Mexico
City, June 12, 1864, and foundthe
French army in control of a large part of the oountry, but
he did not find a group of Mexicans ready to greet him as
their ruler* Maximilian found the fihatioial situation de
plorable. During the next three years it did not Improve,
and when the United states secured the withdrawal of the
French troops in 1867 Maximilian was left without protection.
He was captured by the Liberal army at Queretaro and was ex
ecuted on June 19, 1867. Parkes, A History of Mexico, 25174; Hippy# The United States and Mexico, 25lP7$jf Slasio
Jose Luis, Maximilian, Smpleror o? Mexico; Memoirs of his
Private secretary .•. (isfew laven, 1954), 2-255?
3 Alexander Batkins Terrell, From Texas to Mexico and the
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Shelby who commanded one of the largest groups of
Missouri soldiers returned to his men at Pittsburg, Texas,
and told them that the war was over but that he did not ex
pect to remain in the United States,

He asked for volunteers

to go into Mexico, and immediately about 300 of his men agreed to follow him.

Equipped with one or two small field

pieces, rifles, pistols, sabers, and plenty of ammunition,
Shelby and his men started about June 1 on their long march.

4

They planned to stop for a few days* rest In sen Antonio,
but before arriving at this point, according to one author
ity, Shelby* s men had to perform a final service for the
people of Texas.

In a number of towns Confederate depots

and supply houses were being raided by Jayhawkers, robbers,
and brigands.

When Shelby heard of these outrages In Houston,

Waxahatchie, and Tyler, he dispatched soldiers to protect
the people and to distribute the supplies among those who
needed them.

Shelby arrived in Austin and conferred with

Governor Hurrah, who, being the last confederate executive
to resign, desired to take $3,000 in gold which was in the
Confederate subtreasury.

The Missouri leader insisted that

his men would have nothing to do with It and prevailed upon
Governor Hurrah to leave the money.

The Texas Governor,

Court of Maximilian in 1865 (Dallas, 1933), 2, 4; Jennie
Edwards (comp.), jrohn N. Edwards, Biography, Memoirs,
Reminiscences and RecoXleoiions. .♦. Also a Reprint of
Shelby's Expedition to Mexico ... (Kansas (Jity, 16S9) , 234THT cTEed hereafter as flhelby's Expedition to Mexico.
4 Edwards, Shelby's Expedition to Mexico,"T36s Eew
Orleans Times, <fune 17, ISfld.
5 Edwards, Shelby*a Expedition to Mexico, 243.
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although very weak from a long illness, decided to join the
6
Missouri soldiers and go into exile*
The group arrived in
San Antonio June 15 and were greeted by a number of prominent
7
Confederates who were on their way to Mexico,
Governor Allen, after delivering his farewell address
in Shreveport on June 2, left for Crockett, Texas, where he
visited for several hours with an old friend, Mrs, Sarah A,
Q
Dorsey,
He and his companion, Henry Denis, traveling in an
ambulance, had a pleasant trip across Texas because they
were kindly received and entertained all along the way,
Allen, writing to Doctor Drury Lacy in Shreveport, said,
"All seem to vie with each other in doing me honor*
truly greatful |alj

I feel

of these evidences of popular regard."9

He arrived in San Antonio about the middle of the month*
By June 15 the large number of Confederate officials
gathered in San Antonio gave it the appearance of being the
Trans-Mississippi headquarters.

Among them were former

Governors Moore, of Louisiana, Murrah of Texas, and Reynolds
of Missouri, Generals John B* Clark of Missouri, D. Leadbetter
of Alabama, Cadmus M« Wilcox of Missouri, Shelby of Missouri,
Thomas C. Hindman of Arkansas, William Preston of Kentucky,
6 Ibid*, 246-47.
7 Ban Antonio Herald, June 17, 1865; New Orleans Dally
Picayune, July 6, 1&6#*
8 Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 307, 322.
9 Letter quoted m (jalveaTon gaily Mews, January 31, 1878.
See also, Allen to John M. Sandidge, June 15, 1865, San
Antonio, quoted in Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins
Allen, 325. The Marshall Texas Republican* June 5, 18&5,
stated that Allen was robbed within fiftymiles of Shreve
port, The author found no other evidence of such an event.
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and William P. Hardeman of Texas*

10

On June 18 Edmund P*

Turner of Texas, Richard Taylor of Kentucky, and Magruder
joined the group*

11

General Kirby Smith, after signing the

articles of surrender at Galveston on June 2, traveled day
12
and night to reach San Antonio on June 19*
Two other Con
federate officials making their way toward the Kio Grande
13
were Governor Isham G* Harris
of Tennessee and General
Jubal A. Early.1*
10 Dallas Herald, July 85, August 18, 1865; New Orleans
Times, June 4, 1865; Galveston News, July 89, 1865*
IT Dallas Herald, August 18, 1865; Galveston News, July
89, 1865.
18 Edwards, Shelby*s Expedition to Mexico, 853*
13 Harris, accompanied by General""Samuel Lyon of Kentucky
and two servants, crossed the Mississippi River at Grenada,
Mississippi, on May 14. They started for Shreveport but
learned that the army had been disbanded; so they went into
the Red River Valley in Texas where Harris had sent a portion
of his Negroes and plantation stock. He was detained for a
week because of Illness; but on June 7, equipped with supplies
and cooking utensils, he left for San Antonio. Harris ar
rived there on June 26 and the next day started for Eagle
Pass, Texas, where he orossed the river on June 30* He ar
rived in Monterey on July 9 and left immediately for Mexico
City with General Sterling Price and ex-Governor Trusten
Polk of Missouri. See Harris to George w. Adair, November
12, 1865, in papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, Accompanying
the Annual Message of the jariT session Thirty-Ninth dongress
{Washington, lido},“Ft. ill, 528-3d. cited Hereafter as
Diplomatic correspondence.
14 Early left Franklin, Virginia, May 22, 1865. He
traveled southward through North and South Carolina and Ala
bama, then turned west through Mississippi. Early crossed
the river into Arkansas on July 16. After lingering for some
time in the state, he traveled southward and orossed Red
River about thirty miles from Shreveport, on August 4 he
passed through Dallas and traveled toward Houston, arriving
there on October 10* After spending some time near the city
he went to Galveston, and on November 6 took a steamer for
Cuba* On January 6, 1866, Early visited in Mexico City but
remained only a short time before returning to Havana. Later
he returned to the United States. Lieutenant General Jubal
A* Early*a Diary, May 22, 1865, to November 19, 1865, MSS.,
in Library of Congress; Mexico city Mexican Times, January
6, 1866.
"!
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On the morning of June 17 Shelby and his men, accom
panied by many Confederate leaders, began a six-day march to
15
the Bio Grande.
Before arriving at the river some of the
ex-officials, becoming impatient, formed small parties and
left the main force*
Most of the Confederates leaving San Antonio in June
crossed the Rio Grande at Eagle Pass or Piedras Negras; later
others crossed at Laredo and Brownsville*

Shelby and his

soldiers agreed to join Emperor Maximilian rather than take
their chances with the Liberal forces*

They sold their field

pieces and part of their ammunition to the Liberals after
crossing the river and continued their journey toward Mexico
City. 16
Among the first to reach Monterey were General Magruder,
Colonel Turner, Major Oscar M* Watkins, Commodore Leon Smith,
and Colonel A. C. Jones, who arrived on June 29*

A few days

later they were joined by Generals Smith, Preston, and John
B. Clark, Governors Reynolds, Allen, Murrah, and George W*
17
Clarke* others were to come during the following days.
The Trench General, Jeannigros, who commanded about 5,000
troops at Monterey, received the Confederate exiles very
kindly and on June 29 invited a number of them to dinner*

18

15 Baton Rouge Trl-Weekly Gazette and comet, July 20,
1865; Edwards, SheTSy*s Expedition to Mexico, 263*
16 Dallas Herald, August 12, 1865; Idwards, Shelby* s
Expedition to Mexico, 262; Galveston Tlake*s Daily bulletin,
July 6, 18657 Terrell, From Texas to Mexico, 19.
17 Terrell, from Texas to Mexico , 1ST; New Orleans Times,
July 11, August IO," 18657 “Shreveport Gazette, August
1865; Dallas Herald, August 19, September 2, 1865.
18 Edwards, Shelby*s Expedition to Mexico, 289; Terrell,
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On July 4 about fifty of the Confederate exiles in Monterey,
ineluding such leaders as Allen, Moore, Reynolds, Magruder,
Smith, and Preston, enjoyed a dinner and drank toasts to the
19
fallen Confederacy and its noble leaders.
All was not well with the exiles in Mexioo.

Governor

Murrah, who had been suffering from tuberculosis, died August
10.

£0

A small group of Missouri soldiers led by Major Gen

eral Monroe M. Parsons were murdered when they attempted to
return to the Ufcited States.

Parsons, aooompanled by his

brother-in-law, Colonel William Standish, William Conrow,
ex-member of Congress, and three privates, set out for Matamoras but when within four days march of the city they were
captured by the Liberal forces and later executed.

£1

Before Shelby left Monterey for Mexico City he asked
permission from General Jeannigros to join his army — — a
request which the General refused because he thought it might
cause trouble with the United States.

However, he granted

the Confederate leader permission to march to Mexico City.

££

Soon after July 4 the Confederates began leaving
Prom Texas to Mexico, £1.
T9 Terrell, Prom Texas to Mexico, £3.
£0 Mexico City Mexican flmea, September £3, 1865.
£1 Ibid., September 55, October 14, November 4, 1865;
Dallaa~gerald, October 14, 1865; Edwards, Shelby's
Expedition to Mexioo, £94-95. Parsons, a lawyer and soldier,
was bora in Charlottesville, Virginia, May £1, 16££, and
moved to Jefferson City, Missouri, at the age of thirteen.
He graduated from St. Charles college and was admitted to
the bar in 1846. He served in the lower House of the
Missouri legislature in 1856 and in the Senate in 1858.
Governor Jackson appointed him brigadier general when the
war began. Parsons' group was killed near camargo. Conrad
(ed.), Encyclopedia History of Missouri, V, 67-68.
££ Edwards. Shelby's jfacpeHTtlon to riexico, 301.
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Monterey and making their way south toward the historic old
/
mining town of San Luis Potosi. Allen, accompanied by Gen
erals Preston and Wilcox, Colonel Henry Denis, and Governor
Moore, left on July 8 and spent one day at Saltillo*

Here

they became acquainted with a French captain who Invited them
to be his guests at breakfast on the following morning,
Allen arose early the next morning and, as was characteristic
of him, he rode out to see the mountains and to have a look
at the city*

When about one mile from the city he was ar

rested by a French soldier and forced to walk back to the
city*

Still suffering from the wounds received in the battle

at Baton Rouge, Allen was in no condition to walk the dis
tance, but the soldier ordered him to march*

By the time

they arrived at headquarters Allen was raging with anger*
When his identity was made known, the officer in charge
apologized for the mistake and released him*

Allen hurried

away to have breakfast with the French officer and was very
much amused when he discovered that the soldier belonged to
his host’s command*

The incident was soon forgotten; and

after enjoying an appetizing meal, Allen and his party
y*
mounted their horses and traveled towards San Luis Potosi
23
where they joined other confederate exiles*
The trip from San Luis Potosi to Mexioo City required
about six days.

A number of the Confederates, including

Allen and Moore, sold their horses and took the stage from
23 Mexioo City Mexican Times, December 23, 1865, For a
description of Allen *s trip, see letter by Henry Denis quoted
in Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 326-27,
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Potosi.

Among the first to reach Mexico City was Cadmus M.

Wilcox of Missouri, who was there on July 16; Kirby Smith
came the following day; later Moore, Alexander w. Terrell,
and George Flournoy arrived; and on July 28 Allen and Denis
joined the group.
Apparently only two of the exiles had thought about
bringing letters of introduction to Emperor Maximilian: they
were A. W. Terrel and William P. Hardeman, who had secured a
letter from Governor Murrah before leaving Austin*

This

communication secured an interview with the Emperor shortly
after they arrived in Mexioo*

Maximilian gave Terrell an

appointment in the army and most important of all some muoh
needed gold because he and his Confederate friends were run25
ning short of money.
This appointment was subject to the
approval of the French foreign office and apparently was
never approved because a few weeks later Terrell accepted an
26
office with the colonization bureau in Mexioo.
When Shelby
arrived in Mexico city he offered to raise an army for the
Emperor if he would accept It.

Magruder and Commodore

Mathew F. Maury, who had been one of the first Confederates
to arrive* in Mexioo, worked for Shelby's appointment, but
the Emporer remained steadfast in his refusal to accept the
exiles or make additional appointments in his army.

27

24 Mexico City Mexican Times, September 25, 1665.
25 Terrell, From Texas to Mexioo, 5, 7, 6, 45, 55-61.
Letter quoted in ibid., 7
26 Mexioo City Mexican Times, October 21, 1865; Hippy,
The Dnlted States and Mexico, 245-46.
27 Edwards, Shelby*a Expedition to Mexico, 363-67,
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Shortly after the Confederates began arriving in Mexico,
they received a small sum of money whioh was thought to have
been sent to them by Empress Carlotta.

This was gone within

a few days and it became necessary for them to seek employ
ment or leave the country.

Former Governor Moore, Generals

Preston, Smith, and John G. Walker went to Havana and one or
two others made plans for an immediate return to the United
States*
Allen had resolved never to return home unless he re
ceived a pardon without solicitation, and he did not expect
such treatment at the hands of the Federal government.

He

had not been in Mexico very long before he was received by
the Emperor and Empress who expressed much sympathy for the
28
exiled Confederates*
With the arrival of such a large number of ex-Confederates in the month of August, Allen foresaw great possibilities
for a newspaper printed in the English language in Mexico
City because at that time there was no English newspaper
printed in Mexico,

Furthermore the Imperial government was

making extensive plans for immigration and expected to bring
large numbers of Americans into Mexico*

Allen secured a

subsidy of $10,000 from the Imperial government and agreed
to publish for one year a newspaper printed in the English
29
language *
28 See Allen’s letters quoted in Dorsey, Recollections of
Henry Watkins Allen, 50, 354-35; also, see Shreveport
Southwestern, December 6, 1865*
2$ See history of the Times in Mexioo City Mexican Times,
January 23, 1866. The only known file of the Times is "’in
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Allen, with, the assistance of two printers, one of them
an

John N. Edwards,

former adjutant on General Shelby's staff,

began publication of the Mexican Times in September, 1865*
He had to do most of the writing for the paper and supervise
the assembling of the materials, all of whioh took long hours
of hard work.

Allen wrote in December, "I am endeavoring to

make an honest living as editor, but find it hard work.

I

have no assistant and but two printers, but I make a good
31
living, and that is as much as I need or expect.”
A few
days later he wrote to Sarah Dorsey that he labored twelve
38
hours every day.
Such hard labor caused Allen to suffer
much from his wounds and in the spring of 1866 he resolved
to leave the paper and go to Paris.

However, before he de

parted for Burope he became ill and died on April 22, 1866.
According to Allen's will, his intimate friend, J.
Bankhead Magruder, became business manager of the Times for
the Louisiana State University Library. It is in an ex
cellent state of preservation; only two numbers are missing
and only three of the four hundred pages have suffered from
the scissors.
30 John Newman Edwards was born January 4, 1838, at Front
Royal, Virginia. He went to Missouri at an early age and
began working in a newspaper office at Lexington. When the
war started Bdwards joined General Shelby's command and at
tained the rank of major before the close of the war. He
followed Shelby into Mexico and became a printer for the
Mexican Times. In 1867 he returned to the United States and
engaged In journalistic work. Bdwards secured employment
with the St. Louis Republican and later became editor of the
Kansas city Times. £e was recognized as one of the leading
editors of the I860's. He died May 4, 1889.
Among Edward's publications were Shelby's Expedition to
Mexioo: an Unwritten Leaf of the War, and khelbyanl His Men.
or the War in ike WesT . F. T^TIelTey, "JoEn toevraian~ElwarSs7"
In Scyolopedieriiilory of Missouri. II, 354-56.
31 jgew orleanST S I I y Floayune. January 4, 1866.
38 Dorsey, Recollections of ffenry Watkins Allen, 354-55.
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the remainder of the year which Allen had contracted to print
the paper.

Edwards succeeded Allen as editor, and in August,

1866, he acquired control of the business management of the
paper.

The Imperial government paid him $150 per month for

publishing the paper.

In November Edwards disposed of the

Mexican Times and prepared for his return to the United
35
States.
The paper was purchased by the Mexican Times Printing
Company, owned and managed by Bradford C. Barksdale, who had
been circulation manager for a short time while Allen was
publishing the Times.

Barksdale, the new editor, began

printing the paper December 4, 1866, as an independent newspaper.

He retained the editorship until the paper ceased

publication.

In February^1867, Barksdale sold his business

interests including the Mexican Times Printing company to H.
35
J . Percy who became business manager for the Times.
The first edition of the Mexican Times appeared Saturday,
September 16, 1865.

It began as a five-column paper, but

with the fifth number its size was increased and another
column added.

It was printed in the Estafette printing of-

fiqejLintil December, 1865, when Allen purchased a press and
located at Number Eight Calle de Cordobanes.

Under Allen*s

33 Mexico City Mexican Times, January 88, 1867; also,
see West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, July 84, 1866; Baton
Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, June 16, 1866.
34 Mexico City Mexican Times, December 4. 1866.
35 Ibid., February"13, W 7 7
36 £*Estafette was a newspaper printed in the French
language at 80 Calls de Don Juan Manuel. The editors were
M. Charles de Barres and Jules M. Caire. It was the official
paper for Marshal Bazaine. The Ere Nouvelle another paper
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management the Times was well edited, neatly printed, and
almost void of typographical errors.
Volume IIf number 1, of the paper was published August
87 under Major Edwards1 editorship, but it was not printed
as neatly and carefully as Allen had done it, and very
noticeably missing were those characteristic and caustic
comments about Yankee leaders, especially Benjamin F. Butler,
Philip H. Sheridan, and William T* Sherman.

The editor

quoted freely from the Railway Era during this period of the
57
paper.
When Barksdale became editor, the Times appeared as
Volume III, number .1* with the subtitle, "Mineralogy,
Agriculture, literature. Commerce, and Politics,"

The paper

was published as a weekly until February 5, 1867, when it
became a five -column semiwe ekly.

on April 11 it was marked

volume 17, number 1, and the editor proposed to Issue a tri
weekly as soon as some new type arrived.
mained a semiweekly until its last number.

However, it re
The Times ceased

publication with Volume IV, number 15, Monday, June 17, 1867,
because the Liberal forces entered Mexico City, June 81,
when it became necessary for imperial sympathizers and
foreigners to suppress their activities,
38
The amount of advertising
under Allen*s editorship
printed in French at Orizaba was the official organ for the
French minister in Mexico.
37 The Railway Sra was an English newspaper published by
George W. Clarke a£ Orizaba during the summer of 1866.
38 Rates listed October 81, 1865, were one square ten
lines or less for first insertion #1.00 and each subsequent
insertion 50 cents. Liberal discounts were made on monthly,
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was small, usually lass than on® page.

The business houses,

apparently, were seeking the trade of immigrants because they
offered such services as hotels, railroad and steamship
schedules, banks, et cetera*

Although the paper depended

primarily upon local firms for its advertising, some foreign
companies purchased space in the paper*

Richard Nugent and

Company, cotton factors of New Orleans, was the first foreign
organization to place an advertisement in the Times;
other companies advertised through the paper*

later

The amount

and character of the advertising changed very little under
Edwards* editorship*
After Barksdale acquired control of the paper there was
a rapid increase in the amount of advertising from local and
foreign companies.

Expansion of the latter was due probably

to Barksdale*s business connections for he represented at
one time about fourteen different organizations in the Uhited
States and each placed advertisements in the paper*

Several

commission merchants from the united States were listed in
the Times, and in 1867 it carried regularly advertisements
offering for sale lots within Mexico City and nearby
haciendas.
The initial issue of the Times received many favorable
comments from the press in Mexico and the united States.
quarterly, and yearly contracts. The rates after December 4,
1866, were one square for one insertion, $1*00; four in
sertions, $2*00; ten insertions, $4.00; and one year, $15*00*
39 The members of the firm were Richard Nugent, James N.
Sherry, and A. E. Isaacson, 192 common Street New Orleans,
and it had been Allen’s factor when he lived in West Baton
Rouge* Sherry purchased Allendale at the sheriff's sale in
1867*
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Notices of Its appearance were published in Mazatlan Times,
Gaoeta de Monterey, Le Journal d f Orizaba, Sooiedad, Nacion,
—

- ... '

'

~ ........

40

gatafette, Sre Nouvelle, and Pajaro Verde.

A copy of the

"first edition was brought to New Orleans October 26, 1665,
by B. H. Thomas and J. M. Lane of Missouri.

The Daily

Picayune took notice of its arrival and commented upon its
41
prospectus.
The editor of the New York News, writing
^about the first issue of the Times, said, "It. is printed in
Bnglish, and is full of that intelligence, enthusiasm,
spirit, and loftiness of tone which are eminently characteristic of its gallant and distinguished editor."

42

The New

York gvening Post stated that it was "a really sprightly,
readable sheet, far ahead of the clumsy, lumbering native
43

journals."

However, the New York Times ridiculed the
44

paper for its lack of news.
In October, 1665, the circulation department of the
Times was placed in charge of Bradford 0. Barksdale, owner
of the American and Mexican News Company.

Local salesmen

were appointed in the Mexican cities of Vera Cruz, Orizaba,
✓
/
Mazatlan, Guadalajara, Puebla, San Luis Potosi, Matamoras,
y
Zacatecas, chihuahua, Monterey, and cordoba, an indication
45

that the paper had an extensive circulation.
40
1865;
41
42
48
44
45
Times

it was sent

Mexico City Mexican Times, October 7, November 4, 11,
Mexico City La Sooiedad, September 17, 1865.
New Orleans Paily~Fioayune, October 26, 1865.
Quoted in Mexico city Mexican Times, November 18, 1865.
New York gvening Post, February 1 , 1666.
New York Times, October 17, 1865.
Mexico City Mexican Times, September 16, 1865. The
sold for 25£ per single dopy, a .00 for on© month,
for six months, $10.00 for one year. After December 4,
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to London, Havana, and many cities In the United States*
Allen appointed a number of his friends in the states to act
as agents, and when Barksdale joined the Times he made ad
ditional appointments in the United States and Europe.

The

Amerioan and Mexican News company was discontinued as the
oiroulation agency for the Times in December, 1865, when
Allen assumed direct control over this part of the work.

In

the following March, Joseph H. Boullet, Jr., became the
authorized agent to solicit subscriptions and advertisements
46

and to make collections for the paper.

He remained with

the organization in this capacity until it ceased publication.
The number of copies printed by Allen is unknown, but
he said on October 38, "We send large numbers to the island
of Cuba and Surope, and every two weeks the edition for the
United states, by the American steamers, will reach from
47
five hundred to a thousand.1* However, Barksdale
said when
he took over the agency in Octoberthat there
paying subscribers.

were only 58

This number was increased to 157 by the

following January, but it fell to 46 in November, 1866.
Barksdale reported that 113 subscriptions were added during
the first week of his editorship and that by January, 1867,
there were 437 subscribers with less than twelve of them
48
outside of Mexico City.
On February 4 the Times said that
TtThad “at least 1,000 readers the majority of whom were
1866, the price was $1.00 for one month, $3.50 for three
months, $4.50 for six months, and $8.00 for one year.
46 Ibid*, March 5, 1866.
47 Ibid., October 38, 1865.
48 Ibid., January 33, 1867.
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merchants,w and on March 4 it referred to its circulation as
second only to one other paper in Mexico*

A few days later

the editor boasted that he was publishing 1,000 copies and
that his foreign circulation was very large.

However, it

must be remembered that the editor was seeking advertising
among foreign business houses and this may be an exaggeration
of its circulation.
The editor stated in the first edition of the Times
that its aim would be to work for the best interests of the
Empire and to advocate immigration and progress,

in the

second number of the paper Allen published a prospectus which
elaborated oh his editorial policy.

He said that the Times

would advocate immigration and progress, internal improve
ments, especially manufacturing and railroads, and would give
49
attention to the arts and sciences.
Allen and Edwards were
zealous in their efforts to carry out the aims of the paper.
Both were especially anxious for the success of the Empire}
however, Barksdale was not at all times willing to support
Maximilian as will be pointed out later.
Allen defended the Emperor and Empress at all times and
scarcely an issue of the paper appeared without an article
about one of them.

He was always very gracious and laudatory

In his remarks about Empress Carlotta, alluding to her as a
beautiful, courageous, and intelligent woman.

Her work in

raising money for charity received much notice as did her
trip to Yucatan in the southern part of Mexico where she was
49 Ibid., September 16, 23, 1865.
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aoclaimed, according to the paper, with all the enthusiasm
and fervor that any royal personage could receive.
The Times during the editorship of Allen and Edwards
contended that a monarohial goyernment was best for the
people of Mexico, and it urged the Mexican people to support
Maximilian, who was described as a kind, industrious, in*
telligent, and liberal sovereign.

On October 88, 1868, the

editor summarized the achievements of the Emperor as fjbllows;
He has done much for its (Mexico*s) welfare and
prosperity. In the first place he has given to his
people one of the best and most liberal constitutions
of the age. ... A first class railroad has been com
pleted from Vera Cruz to Paso del Macho, and is pro
gressing rapidly on to this city, with a branch to
Puebla. The short road to Guadeloupe on this line
has long since been in successful operation. The
Chaleo Hallway has been finished for two leagues, and
the work is being pressed forward with vigor in the
direction of Cuernavaca
on the line to the Pacific.
A splendid line of American steamers has been placed
between New York and Vera Cruz, and another between
the San Francisco and Hazatlan. The roads and bridges
through the Empire have been repaired and public
buildings heretofore permitted to go to ruin, have
been restored. The customs are being regularly col
lected, and a system of general order has been estab
lished. Forced loans and public robberies, under
whatever name, are among the things of the past, while
the rights of persons end property are every day be
coming more and more secure. His Majesty has caused
to be established a Bureau of colonization, and his
attention is earnestly directed to this great enter
prise. With the eye of a statesman he plainly sees
many and great advantages which must flow from its
success. Foreign capital, skill, and labor are there
fore invited to Mexico, on the most liberal terms, for
the purpose of assisting in the developing of the
great and wonderful resources of this country. Know
ing full well the vast importance of education to a
nation he 1ms given a new impetus to schools and col
leges, to science and literature. But the orownlng
virtues of our Emperor are these —— he is honest and
sincere. 80
50 Ibid., October 88, 1865.
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The paper under Allen's

took the position

that the united States would not interfere with the Emperor
in Mexico*

Editorially the Times contended that intervention

by the united states would be too expensive and could not
serve any good purpose for it had no dlreot interest in the
Mexican affairs*

Allen, referring to the Monroe Doctrine as

"a bloated humbug,w did not believe the United states would
enforoe it to the extent of driving the French and Emperor
Maximilian out of Mexioo*

He reasoned that if the Yankee

nation removed the Emperor, it would be necessary to control
Mexico

an expensive endeavor*

He pointed out further

that the United states had a huge debt, that the army was
being demobilized, and that the people were tired of war and
were busy with reconstruction*
During the year 1866 the possibility of united States
intervention became of great importance to the Empire and
equally significant was the question of French withdrawal*
Major Edwards thought the French could leave without any
material danger to the Empire, and as early as May, 1866,
the Times was ready to accept French withdrawal although
other Mexican papers did not believe the French would leave
Mexico*

In August, when the Emperor's forces were being de

feated, the Times defended him for withdrawing the army from
certain Interior towns*

In this connection the paper said,

"True enough the Dissident forces In Mexico have been active
of late and gained advantages in various positions of the
Empire, but in all of them there is nothing alarming or even
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discouraging. "
The Times remained loyal to the Empire until Edwards
sold it to Barksdale in November, 1866, when its tone im
mediately changed.

In outlining its policy the editor said,

”The Mexican Times will advocate peace, educational, agri
cultural, mineral and public improvements and no official
high or low will be asked what we may or may not say*”
”It no longer employs its columns to call Juaress a halfblood Indian and the Liberals brigands and thieves.

Neither

does it waste ink and space in declaiming upon the regal
titles of any power*

It will not invite Americans to 'come

to Mexico,* merely to accomplish the ends some enthusiastic
speculator*”
In his first issue, December 2, Barksdale advocated ab
dication by Maximilian as the best solution for the Empire*s
problems.

The Times said the American people had decreed

that the Empire must go and that the best policy was for the
Saperor to resign.

Editorials between December and January

15 pointed out the condition of the country and showed that
abdication was essential if the Mexican people wanted peace
and prosperity.

Again on January 89, after the Erenoh Com

mander, Aohille Franpoia Bazaine, had declared that the
Emperor ought to resign, the Times urged Maximilian to heed
the advice because the Empire was at an end and that it was
needless to prolong the war.
51 Ibid., August 27, 1866.
52 Ibid., January 22, 1867.

The editor thought much blood-
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shed could be saved by the Emperor's resignation, although
he said, "we distinctly affirm that as foreigners and peace
ful citizens, we care not what form of Government exists In
Mexico, if only the Mexicans are contented and live in

*53

peace•"

The Times was suspended in April by order of the govern
ment for publishing a borrego or rumor concerning a meeting
of Maximilian's minister and General Forflrio Diaz, commander
of Juarez's army*

The Emperor’s government was badly shaken

at the time, he had already left Mexico Oity, and this story
made it appear that he was ready to compromise with the
Liberal forces.

Barksdale spent nearly a month in a military

prison before he could secure his release.

Upon resuming

his editorial duties he praised the Emperor in his first
edition and concluded by saying that "the writer desires you
to rally now to the support of Bmperor Maximilian because he
feels that everything dear to the Mexican Patriot depends
54
upon his success to establish peace in Mexico."
The editor
continued to support the Empire until the end of the regime
in June, 1667,
The Times oontains much information on the constitution
al development of the Empire.

Maximilian's constitution and

many documents promulgated by him and his administrative of
ficers were published, as were also the names of members of
the Emperor's oablnets and the changes which were made during
53 Ibid., January 29, 1867.
54 T5T3.. May 16, 1867.
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the last years of the Empire*
The editors were assiduous in advocating internal im
provements .

They urged the building of railroads and tele*

graph lines, the construction and improvement of highways,
and the bringing of steamship lines to Mexico*

a

perusal of

the paper's files leads to the ooncluslon that the Emperor
responded to many of these suggestions*
Mexico City shared in the improvements, especially
during the editorship of Allen, who was much interested in
improving the drainage of the city*

The capital, located In

a valley, was subject to annual floods which cost the prop
erty owners many thousands of dollars.

Allen urged the

proper drainage of the oity and advocated the construction
of canals and levees with a sufficient number of pumps to
keep the city free from surplus water.

Henry Hirsh, a native

of Louisiana, came to Mexico City in 1866 to direct the construction of the drainage system.

66

Another item of interest was Allen's efforts to remove
beggars from the streets*

He proposed workhouses or govern

ment public works as a means of removing them from the
capital.

However, neither of the suggestions was accepted.

To alleviate suffering in the oity during the year 1865-66,
the Emperor spent large sums of money, part of which was
used in the construction of a hospital*
As the Confederate exiles were interested In information
from the United States, the Times gave muoh space to news
55 Ibid*, November 19, 1866.
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from various localities, especially in the southern states.
These notes usually were published under the title or Omnibus
de Rebus.

The editors were vigilant in securing information

on the Reconstruction acts, re-organisation of state govern
ments in the south, and the general development in the United
States.

The work of Congress was followed very closely

through the newspapers received in Mexico city,

president

Johnson*s message to Congress In 1665 was printed in English
and in Spanish.
The Times published much European news of a general
character but gave especial attention to French affairs dur
ing the years 1665 and 1666 because of the close relation
between Napoleon III and Emperor Maximilian.

Within Mexico

the editors were careful to note local incidents, and Allen
and Edwards were always ready to criticize Liberal leaders,
but Barksdale did not use the paper to condemn either group
so readily as his predecessors.
Allen was prompt to defend the confederates against any
attack, and in doing this he frequently criticized Yankee
leaders, but he never attacked the united States government.
He wrote on many occasions that he had no grievance against
the government and his only wish was that the officers would
be kind to his many friends in Louisiana.

Allen, through

the columns of his paper, wrote a letter to Horace Greeley,
editor of the New York Tribune, asking him to leave criticism
of the confederates out of his paper because they were not
serving in the Mexican army.

He stated they left the United
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States and sought exile in Mexico and it was only just that
56
his unwarranted attacks should cease*
Major Bdwards had
very little to say in defense of the Confederates, and Barks**
dale found no reason to employ the Times for such a purpose*
Immediately after Barksdale became editor of the Times,
he stirred up a controversy with the Fatria and Pajaro Verde,
two local papers which sympathised with the Bmpire*

He

criticised them for being late with their news, for lack of
material, and for publishing incorrect statements*

Barksdale

took issue with them frequently for misquoting artides which
they took from his paper*

They retaliated by criticizing the

Times for deserting the Bnperor*
Barksdale conducted a vigorous campaign for freedom of
the press* He demanded that the government adhere to the
constitutional guarantees regarding it, and after February
9, 1867, the Times published in the upper left corner of the
front page the constitutional provisions guaranteeing certain
private rights*
The Times is perhaps moat Interesting to the American
historian because it contains much information on the Con*
federates who emigrated and attempted to colonise in Mexico
during the years 1665 end 1866*

Immediately after the close

of the civil War an emigration fever spread over the south*
ern states*

Many of the exiles left the United States to

escape arrest and imprisonment as rebels; some became down*
hearted after the close of the war when they returned home
56 Ibid *, February 24, 1866*
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and found their property destroyed, and others were in
fluenced by emigration companies dominated by the profit
motive and directed by strong-willed individuals such as
Maury.

Some of the emigrants went to South America.; others

to Central America; but Mexico was the El Dorado for many
57
who left the United States.
After the movement had got well under way, many of the
southern editors sounded warnings against such adventurous
trips.

They advised the people not to go into countries

where the government was unstable or even worse where civil
war prevailed.

The editors urged upon them as a patriotic

duty the necessity of remaining at home to aid in rebuilding
the South.

In Louisiana the New Orleans Daily Picayune, the

Daily True Delta, the Crescent, and the Times were vigorous
in their opposition to this emigration movement.

Other

papers in the South which opposed the movement were the
Charleston pally courier, the Charleston Daily News, the
58
Raleigh Standard, and the Mobile Daily Register.
Shortly after the close of the civil war in the United
States, Mexico City had within its confines a large number
of prominent Confederate military and civil leaders who had
57 For a discussion of this movement, see Lawrence F.
H U l , "The confederate Sxodus to Latin America," in
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXXIX (1935), 100-134;
1(51-199, 36$-326; George D. fiarmon, "Confederate Migration
to Mexico,** in Hispanic American Historical Review (Durham,
(193?), 468-357:
58 Harmon, "Confederate Migration to Mexico," in loo.
clt., 456; also, see editorials in New Orleans Daily
yicayune, February 1£, April 17, 1866; New Orleans Daily
drescenT, December 15, 1855; April 1£, 1855.

1918), z n i
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gone into Mexioo voluntarily*

The Mexican Times in its first

issue carried a list of ninety-five names representing ten
different states,

Forty-nine of the exiles came from Mis

souri , thirteen from Texas, and eleven from Louisiana*

The

preponderance of Missourians was due to the number of soldiers
who followed General Shelby*

Some of the leading Confeder

ates and the dates of their arrival in Mexico City are former
Governor I sham G* Harris, Tennessee, August 9, 1865$

General

J. Bankhead Hagruder, Virginia, August 5 , 1865$

Captain

Matthew Fontaine Maury, Virginia, June 1 , 1865$

former Gov

ernor Thomas o* Moore, Louisiana, July 85, 1865;
Perkins, Jr., Louisiana, August 9, 1865$
Price, Missouri, August 9, 1865$

Judge John

General Sterling

former Governor Thomas C*

Reynolds, Missouri, August 8, 1865$
Shelby, Missouri, September 3, 1865*

and General Joseph 0*
59

One of the first prominent Americans to attempt a colon
ization movement in Mexioo was William M* Gwin of California,
former senator, Jacksonian Democrat, and Unionist*

He went

to Paris in 1865 and obtained a conference with Napoleon III,
who questioned him closely concerning his proposed colon
ization in the states of Sonora, Sinaloa, Chihuahua, and
Durango.

Gwin left Paris, thinking he had everything ready

for his colony$ but after his arrival In Mexico city the
project was abandoned when Maximilian refused to support him
59 For a list of these immigrants, see Mexico city Mexican
Times, September 16, 83, 30, October 17, 1865 et. seq* $ie
writer has compiled the names of over 800 confederates who
went to Mexico in 1865 and 1866*
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witli the necessary military force.
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Gwin remained in Mexico

until the latter part of 1S65 when he and John B. Clark,
former brigadier general of Missouri, returned to the united
States*

They orossed the Hio Grande at Matamoras, were ar

rested, and taken to Port Jackson near Mew Orleans.
61
were released on May 17, 1866.

They

Captain Maury, internationally known geographer, writer,
60 Rippy, The United States and Mexico, 247-49; Edwards,
Shelby*s Expedition to Mexico, 3UU; Terrell, Prom Texas to
Mexico, 48; New TorFTpiaes, January 26, 27, March $6, I66N;
Shreveport Semi -Weekly News, April 6, 1866; New Orleans
Times, June 25, 1365; also, see letters written from Mexico
City, Gwin to his mother, May 16, 1865; id. to colonel John
Winthrop, May 18, 1865, in Diplomatic Correspondence, Pt.
I H , 512-14; Mr. Romero to William It. Seward, Secretary of
State, July 8, 1865, Ibid., 511; Thomas H. Corwin, United
States Minister to Mexico, to Sweard in Diplomatic Cor
respondence from Thomas Corwin to William H. Seward, June
26, 1865, to May 29, 1864, MSS., XXX, The National Archives.
Cited hereafter as Mexican Diplomatic Correspondence.
William McKen&ree Gwin (October 9, 1805-September 5,
1885), was born in Sumner County, Tennessee, He studied
law and medicine and received a degree in the latter from
Transylvania university (now Transylvania College) Lexing
ton, Kentucky, March, 1828. Gwin went to Mississippi, where
he practiced medicine until 1855 when President Jackson
appointed him United states marshal. He was elected and
served one term in the lower house of Congress in 1840.
When financial obligations forced him into private life,
Gwin transferred to New Orleans where he was appointed to
supervise the construction of the customhouse. He went to
California in 1649, was elected to the constitutional con
vention, and took a leading part in the work of the body.
After the adoption of the constitution he was elected to
the United States senate in 1850, Gwin represented the state
until 1861. He was arrested on board a ship in the Bay of
Panama and taken to New York where he was held a prisoner
from November 18 to December 2, 1861. In 1863 he visited in
Paris and the following year he went to Mexico* Gwin re
turned to the United states in 1865 and after his release
from Port Jackson he retired to private life. John D. Wade,
*William McKendree Gwin* in Dictionary American Biography,
Till, 64-65.
61 New Orleans Times, October 1, 1865; Mexioo city
Mexican Times, October 28, 1865; January 20, 1866; New
brieans Daily Picayune, May 17, 1866.
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and prominent leader in the confederacy, arrived in Mexioo
City June 1, 1865.

He was received by the Emperor at once

and soon became his close friend and a regular visitor at
the Imperial palace*

Maury urged the Emperor to Invite im

migrants into Mexico, and when the Confederate exiles began
arriving he was able to convince the Emperor of the possi
bilities of colonisation,

Maury was made Honorary counsellor

of State by an Imperial decree in September, 1865, and later
was made a citizen of Mexico*
62 Mexico City Mexican Times, October 14, 1865; Corwin
to Seward, October
1 8 6 5 , in Mexican Diplomatic Correspon
dence, MSS*, XXX; Mexioo City La Sooiedad, October 10, 1865*
Matthew Fontaine Maury (January 1 4 , 1806-February 1,
1873), was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia, and after re*
ceiving an early education he joined the United states navy
in 1825* He made during his first period of service three
cruises to different parts of the world. In 1634 Maury re
ceived a leave of absence, returned to Virginia, and pub
lished his first work on navigation which met with immediate
favor. Two years later he was promoted lieutenant and at
tached, as stronomer, to the exploring expedition to the
South seas* However, he refused to go when trouble developed
over the appointment of the commander* Maury wrote a number
of articles during the next few years in which he criticized
the Secretary of the Navy for his inefficiency* In 1842
Maury was appointed superintendent of the Depot of Charts
and Instruments of the Navy Department at Washington* This
post also included the superintendency of the new Naval ob
servatory and Hydrographical Office* He spent moat of his
time working on the hydrographic and meteorological aspects*
Maury wrote a number of books on these subjects which re
ceived international recognition* His work became so im
portant by 1853 that he was invited to Belgium for the inter
national hydrographic congress* Cyrus W. Field consulted
with him frequently and later expressed his Indebtedness to
Maury.
Three days after Virginia seceded from the Union, Maury
resigned, returned to his home, and became a commander in
the Confederate States navy. After the war Maury went to
Mexico and offered his services to Maximilian, in 1866 Maury
went to London where he secured employment with a transAtlantie company and, also, wrote a number of geographies
for a Hew York publishing house. In 1868 he returned to the
United States and aocepted a professorship of meteorology in
the Virginia Military Institute. H. A. Marmer, "Matthew

338
In tit# same month Allan established the Timesf which
had as one of Its chief functions the encouragement of im
migration,

Each of the editors placed much emphasis upon

immigration, hut Allen was the most enthusiastic.

The Times

carried many editorials on immigration, and almost every
issue during the first six months carried an article describ
ing some section of Mexico, its crops, the minerals, re63
sources, or climate.
Although Allen was zealous about im
migration, he never misinformed his readers.

He urged them

to come in groups and to bring enough money to pay for their
upkeep until they were established,

writing in February,

1866, he said, "Wealth is accumulated here faster than per
haps in any other portion of the world, but do not come with64
out some capital
He warned the immigrants that they
would not find things easy during their first few months In
Mexioo,

He said, "Emigrants coming to Mexioo, must not ex

pect to sleep on beds of roses. They must come prepared to
65
submit to an emigrant*s life.*'
The Imperial government, in order to encourage and ex
pedite the flow of immigration, permitted them to bring into
Mexico "free of all duty, their equipage, their domestic
utensils, brood and draft animals, implements of husbandry,
Fontaine Maury," in Dictionary American Biography, XII.
438-31.
63 Many of the articles and editorials were written by
Matthew F. Maury. See the Papers of Matthew F. Maury, MSS.,
51 vols,, in Library of Congress, XXIII-XXV. Cited here
after as Maury paper*.
64 Mexico City Mexican Times, February 3, 1866; also,
see February 17, March 13, 24, 1866•
65 Ibid., February 3, 1866.
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and tools of all kinds;* late* when the United states began
to impede and restrict emigration to Mexico they were ad-

gg

mitted without a passport*

To aid immigration further,

Maximilian established a colonisation office and chartered
three companies to bring immigrants into the Empire*
In October, 1865, Maury was appointed Imperial commis
sioner of colonization*

He was paid an unannounced salary
67
and allowed $£,150 for clerical and office expense.
The
Commissioner was authorized to appoint agents of colonization
in the United states*

Saoh was to receive a salary of $100

per month and was allowed $300 annually for expenses*

These

agents were located in Virginia, Texas, North and South
Carolina, Missouri, California, Louisiana, and Alabama *
Later agents with instructions to "invite to Mexico colonists
who are practical agriculturists and skilled in mechanical
arts** were appointed for New York, Baltimore, Boston, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Buffalo.

68

Perhaps the most important immigration company was the
American and Mexican Emigrant company which was organized in
December, 1865, with headquarters In Mexioo City*

Members

of the organization were from some of the leading cities of
the United States*

The officers of the company were yames

Harrison, president; Pierre A* Barthold, vice-president;
Charles P. Chouteau, treasurer; Bernard G* Caulfield, attorney;
66 Maury Papers, X3CCII; Diplomatic Correspondence. pt.
214 ■
67 Mexico City Mexican Times, October 14, 1865; Maury
Papers, XXIII*
68 Mexico City Mexican Times, October 14, 28, 1865.
Ill
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and George Frank Gouley, secretary.

The purpose of the com

pany was to secure immigrants for Mexico.

To accomplish

this, the company appointed In the principal cities of the
Uhited States agents who were expected to disseminate infor
mation about Mexico's land, climate, resources, and the
privileges accorded by the Empire.

The company received in

its charter the privilege of securing lands for colonisation
purposes and was exempted from the five per cent tax on land
transfers.

It was free to introduce into Mexico certain im

plements without duty and immigrants could be sold land not
to exceed one square kilometer.

69

The Asiatic Colonisation company with Doctor Manuel B.
de Cunha Eels as its leader was organized for the purpose of
introducing Chinese labor into Mexico.

This company did

very little, if anything, toward bringing in coolies and
70
subsequently its charter was revoked by the government.
An Imperial decree of October 18, 1865, authorized Numa
Dousdebas, a merchant in Mexico City, to organize a company
in Paris to assist in bringing French and Spanish immigrants
69 Mexico City Mexican Times, December 2, 1865; January
13, 20, 27, 1866. tfhe prospectus of the company was printed
in the Times, December 2, 1865. Members of the company were
Bernard S. Caulfield, Chicago; William H. Bussell, Lexington,
Missouri; A. W. Arrington, Chicago; R, 0. Glover, New York;
John How, St. Louis; James Rigney, Lexington; Marshall 0.
Roberts, New York; Edward P. Teeson, St. Louis; Charles P.
Chouteau, St. Louis; Giovanni A. Bertolla, St. Louis; Gerard
B. Allen, St. Louis; J. B. Wilcox, St. Louis; Charles s .
Waller, Chicago; Pierre A. Barthold, St. Louis; Daniel N.
Carrington, Hew York; William H. Warder, Chicago; B. P.
Churchill, Cincinnati; and Lyttleton coke, Louisville.
70 Maury Papers, XXIV; Mexico City Mexican Times, March
10, 17, April 14, 1866; January 8, 18671
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from the Basque provinces to Mexioo; however, very few if
any, of than aver reaobad Mexico.71
In October, 1865, the Imperial government received from
some Trench soldiers, whose terms were about to expire, ap
plications for land in Mexioo*
the Taouba

The Emperor ordered land in

and San Juanico districts, which were about six

miles from

the capital, set aside for any Trench soldier who
78
desired to remain in Mexico•
The success of the Emperor*s efforts to encourage im

migration is not known, but it is certain that they acceler
ated the movement*

Marcus Otterbourg, American Consul in

Mexico City, wrote as early as September 11, 1865, that there
were about
daily*

350 Confederates there and more were arriving

In

the same letter he said that the Confederates had
73
done much to promote the colonization scheme*
writing

again a few weeks later he said that about 500 Americans had
74
come to the oity during that year*
Statistics are not available to show the exact number
which came into Mexico, but the Times published incomplete
reports on the number of immigrants who arrived at Vera Cruz,
75
Tampico, and Guaymas. The following table
shows the num
ber arriving in certain months at Vera Cruz and also the
71 Mexico City Mexican Times, November 4,
1865.
72 Ibid*, November l8, 26, 1865; Mexioo
City LaSooiedad,
November 17, 1865*
73 Marcus Otterbourg to William H* Seward, September 11,
1865, in Consular Dispatches, Mexico to United States,
January 15, 1861 to December 29, 1866, MSS*, ZI, in The
National Archives.
74 Ibid., September 30, 1865*
75 This informat16n was compiled from the Mexican Times*

zu
number of Amorloans inoluded In the group;
Date
September
October
January
February
July
October
December
Total

Total Number
1865
1868
1866
1866
1866
1866
1866

Number of Americans
£9

£64
290
£39
765
186
£52
81
&;6W

«»«»

540
11
30
TOT

The total number of immigrants arriving at Vera Cruz
for the year 1866 was 2,097, and the number of departures
76
from the port was 2,536,
Immigrants coming by boat to Mexico from the United
States usually sailed from New Orleans or Galveston, but
many preferred to take the overland route through Texas#
They crossed the Bio Grande at Matamoras, Laredo, or Eagle
/

Pass and traveled via Monterey, Saltillo, and San Luis potosi.
The Matamoras Ranchero in October, 1865, said, "not a day
passes that exiles from the old Confederate states do not
77
enter the Nop ire at this point."
Many of the exiles who arrived In Mexico in 1865 and
1866 lived only a short time#

Some died from exhaustion

caused by the long and arduous journey, others contracted
disease after reaching Mexico, and a few were murdered#
Among the first to die as noted earlier, were former Governor
Hurrah of Texas and General Monroe M# Parsons and his party#
Sense of the leaders who died in 1866 were D, F# E, Kavanaugh
76 Ibid#, January 29, 1867#
77 Quoted In Ibid#, October 81, 1865.
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of Missouri.

76

Colonel pan Showalter of Pennsylvania,

79

former Governor Allen, and Major Frank Mullins of Texas*

80

A note of despair is seen in an October announcement that an
unidentified American bad committed suicide near cordoba be*
81
eause of extreme poverty,
Tbe Imperial government offered land to immigrants and
promised tbat they would receive an incommutable title to it,
Tbe bead of a family received 640 aores and a single person
received 380 acres free or at a very nominal price.

They

were permitted to bring their personal effects into tbe
country free of duty and it was suggested tbat they might
bring laborers with them,

Tbe immigrants were exempt from

military duty for a period of years and they did not pay any
82
transaction tax wbiob was customary at tbe time.
Lands offered to tbe colonists were of three classes:
improved public lands which bad been confiscated or bad
r
escheated to tbe government, unimproved parts of tbe public
domain, and private lands wbiob tbe proprietors were willing
to sell for liberal terms,
Tbe most important source was government owned land
wbiob was offered to tbe immigrants at $1,00 per acre payable
with six per cent interest in five equal annual payments,
78 Ibid., March 3, 1866,
79 TEH., March 31, 1866.
80 Ibid,. August 27, 1866.
81 Ibid.. October 1, 1866.
82 Ibid., September 23, 1865. See extracts from Maxi
milian^ decree of September 5, 1865, in Diplomatic
Correspondence, Pt. Ill, pp. 204*206j also, see Hichard L*
Maury to Reuben Herndon, February 28, 1866, Galveston, Texas,
ibid.. 214.
83 Mexico City Mexican Times, December 2, 1865; Diplomatic

£64
If the land had not bean improved the government usually
gave it to the immigrant, reserving every alternate section
for the public domain.
Commissioner Maury appointed as chief of the Land Of
fice of colonization John B. Magruder at an annual salary of
$3,000,

He was authorized to select engineers to survey the
84
lands for colonization.
A large number of Confederates
were appointed to visit various parts of Mexico and inspect
the lands with the view of colonizing them.

Sterling Price,

Isham G. Harris, and John Perkins, Jr., were sent to the
Cordoba region; W. P. Hardeman and Judge o. M. Roberts of
Texas went into the Guadalajara section on the west coast;
William U. Anderson and John G. Lux went to Monterey; George
W. Clarke was sent to Durango; Alonzo Ridley went to Mazatlan;
John Henry Brown was sent to Merida near Orizaba; and Z . P.
Cropesa inspected near Vera Cruz.

These men made their re

ports to commies ioner Maury between November 24 and February
1, 1866.

Their recommendations on the possibility of using

the lands for colonization were made in glowing terms because
85
everyone was high in his praise of Mexico.
The Commissioner of Colonization urged the Mexloan citi
zens to share their lands with the immigrants, and many com
plied with his request, making their offers through his
Correspondence, Pt. Ill, pp. 207-208; also, see Maury’s
Circular letter, February 7, 1866, in Maury Papers, XXIV.
84 Mexico City Mexican Times, October 14, 1865.
85 Mexico City Mexican ’times, September 23, 1865;
Diplomatic Correspondence,
Ill, 209. A record of ap
pointments and the reports of these men are in Maury’s
Papers, XXIV.
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organization.

An example of the arrangements generally of

fered is illustrated by the proposal of Buenaventura Saravia
who sent, concerning his haoienda, the "chaparrion", the
following proposal:
I will furnish on that farm, situated in the
neighborhood of Nombre de Bios and Parrila, a habi
tation to the oolonists and their families. X will
give them gratis, for five years, a fanega of fertile
land, watered by rain, for I have no irrigation; also,
a yoke of oxen, two cows with their calves, two mares,
one horse, two ewes, two hogs, two goats, one jackass,
one ohioken cook and two chickens; and moreover, the
necessary tools for planting.
I will give the oolonists, for their subsistence
during one year, two audea of corn, one-half measure
of beans and one dollar each week. If at the end of
the five years, the colonists have realized fine
profits, they will pay me the price of the animals
and the tools. We will then make a new contract for
the future, in which, for my part, I will bring per
fect good faith. I only ask for the present of my
colonists honest, good conduct and the obligation to
assist me In defending my property in case of attack
by wild Indians or robbers. 86
The colonists settled in all parts of the Smpire from
the Hio Grande south to the state of Oaxaca; from Matamoras
and Vera Cruz on the Atlantic to Mazatlan on the Pacific
coast.

Some of the more important colonies were attempted

by Price, Harris, and others at Carlotta near Cordoba; Bryant
of Arkansas in chihuahua; Terry of Texas in Jalisco; Reverend
P. T. Mitchell of Missouri in the Tuxpan on the Rio Verde
/

near San Luis potosl; and Shelby in the Tuxpan.
Harris, Price, and perkins, after making their report
to Maury, announced that they were taking lands in the
Cordoba region which very quickly caused many Confederates
86 Mexico City Mexican Times, October 7, 1865;
ibid., October 14, 1865; Maury Papers, XXIII.

also, see
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to seek grants in that section.

Magruder, Shelby, Edwards,

and others soon secured land grants in Carlotta.

Allen own*

ed a piece of land near there and said that he expeoted to
spend the last days of his life on it*

By October, 1365,

thirty-eight confederates were listed as living in the region
87
of Carlotta.
While most of them engaged in farming, General Shelby
and John McMurtry secured from the government a contract for
hauling freight into the interior, which occupation Shelby
retained until the fall of 1866, when he joined Barron
Sauvage in a colonization project in the Toxpan region.
Captain Herbert Price, the son of Sterling price, and James
£• Slaughter erected a sawmill near Protrero to make cross
ties for the railroads,

colonel Richard H. Andrews of Gen

eral Lee*s staff and General Walter H. Stevens were employed
by the railroad company.

Judge W. S. Oldham, formerly chief
88
justice of Texas, turned photographer and writer.
The colonists at Carlotta in the fall of 1865 had a

bright future because there was plenty of land which could
be had without much difficulty, but with the increased im
migration conditions changed.

It was reported that fifty

87 Mexico city Mexican Times, October Id, March 5, 1865;
Hew Orleans pally crescent, February £4, 1866; New Orleans
Dally Picayune, August 30, 1865; Galveston flake's Daily
Sulletin, August 26, 1865; Austin Tri-Weekly State Gazette,
February 13, 1866; Mexico City La So'oledad, Debember 24*
1865; Diplomatic CorreapondenoeT^Pt. H I , 214. The Mexican
Times, October 14, 1865, contains a list of the settlers’"at '
Ctfrdoba.
88 Mexico City Mexican Times, February 17, 1866; Edwards,
Shelby's Expedition to Mexico, 370; Baton Rouge Weekly
Gazette and comet, March 51, 1866•
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families had staked out claims in the region before the end
of 1865, and in the first few months of the following year
many Americans came into the colony*

It is estimated that

500 immigrants arrived the first week in March, 1866.

This

influx of population caused congestion and lack of housing
facilities although two hotels had been erected to take care
of the immigrants.

The early arrivals had taken the best

lands and were holding them for higher prices; quarrels de
veloped over the unsurveyed boundaries and lawsuits resulted
which caused much confusion.

These conditions created much

unrest and dissatisfaction and were aggravated by the govern
ment *s inability to provide lands as advertised.

As early

as March 84 the Mexican Times took note of the situation
when it remarked that the immigrants "find the lands all dis
posed of and the proprietors each day becoming more exorbi
tant in their terms.

The oonsequence is that all those who

can do so return to the United States and take with them the
most discouraging acoounts.
returned in this manner."

Last week more than 50 colonists
Added to these woes was the toll

taken by fever and dysentery during the first rainy season
because the newcomers were poorly acclimated and without
proper medical cure,

otterbourg, writing in June, 1866,

said he was besieged for medical aid, hospital service, and
89
assistance for returning to the United States.
89 otterbourg to Seward, June 8, 1866, in Consular Dis
patches, Mexico to United States, MSS., XI. For information
on the development of the colony, see Dallas Herald, January
13, 1866; Mexico City Mexican Times, February 177 March 10,
84, 1866.

If the trouble in the region of Oarlotta were not al
ready enough to cause the colonists to seek ways and means
of returning to the united States, the final incentive was
given when the group living at Omealco & few miles from oar
lotta were captured and marched away by Figueroa, one of the
Mexican bandit leaders.

After being robbed and mistreated,

they were released and permitted to return but upon arriving
at omealco they found their homes destroyed, their animals
90
killed or driven away, and their crops ruined.
This was
enough to start the exodus, and before the end of 1806 the
grandiose colonization scheme of Maury had become only a
dream.
The next most important colonization project was located
north of Cordoba in the Tuxpan region near the old city of
San Luis Potosi.

F. T. Mitchell, a Methodist minister from

Missouri, purchased a 5,000 acre plot in the Rio Verde Valley
y
91
midway between San Luis Potosi and Tampico.
Another
settlement in this region was & hacienda known as Tumbadsro,
containing about 10,138 acres, which was occupied in April,
1866, by Major John H. Brown and a number of friends*

Ad

joining this tract was another containing about 1,817 acres
90 Mexico City Mexican Times, May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 23,
1866; Diplomatic correspondence, Pt. Ill, 218j Otterbourg
to Seward, June 2, 1865, in consular Dispatches, Mexico to
United States, MSS., XIJ Shreveport Southwestern, November
1, 1866; Galveston Flake»a Dally_Bulletin, June 7. 1866;
New Orleans Daily Picayune, June 12, 1866. For the names of
the people captured, see Salveston Flake*a Dally Bulletin,
June 7, 1866; New Orleans Dally Picayune, j*une 12, 1666.
91 Mexico City Mexican Times, dotbber 14* 81, 186$;
October 29, 1866; Hill, "The confederate Exodus to Latin
America," in loo♦ clt., 315.
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which had been purchased and settled by several families*
In thla same region between Tumbadero and the coast lay
another tract of 7,000 acres called Zapotal.

A number of

families occupied this hacienda and in 1669 were operating
a large plantation with a sugar mill, sawmill, and a grist98
mill.
Another colony in the Tuxpan region was under the di
rection of Shelby who secured a grant of land from Baron
Suavage, a financier in Mexico.

The government granted a

concession to Suavage in 1666 on condition that he colonize
300 families in the departments of Huaohlnango and Tuxpan by
February, 1867.

The rights were transferred to Shelby who

organized a company for the purpose of colonizing the area.

93

Hardeman and H. W. Keith of Hew York became directors
in Shelby* s company.

It secured two small vessels which

were to bring passengers without cost from Hew York and New
Orleans to Mexico.

Shelby*s organization proposed to sell

land in 320 acre tracts at $1.00 per acre.

When only a few

people had settled in the area, the colony suffered the same
fate that others did in Mexico,

After the withdrawal of the

French soldiers, Shelby’s schooners were seized by the people
of Tampico, his colonists were attacked by robbers, and the
finishing touch to the colony was administered when a large
group of Indians raided the place.

94

92 Hill, "The confederate Exodus to Latin America," in
loc. cit., 323-24.
93“Hexico City Mexican Times, September 24, October 1, 1866,
94 Ibid., October 2^1, November 19, 1866j Edwards, Shelby’a
Expedition to Mexico, 397-99.
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Cunha de Reis secured from the government all its public
lands in Mltlaltoyuoa and Amixtlan of the Huachinango dis
trict,

He agreed to bring into Mexico 8,000 Portuguese with

in six years and promised that not less than 500 would be
brought during the first year of his contract.

His grant of

land was about fifty miles from the Tuxpan on the Rio de las
Naranjas or Orange River,

He contracted with R. J, Lawrence,

a skillful engineer, who had been working for a railroad
company in Mexioo and sent him to survey the land.

Later

Reis brought a few Americans into the district but he was
95
unable to bring enough immigrants to colonize the area.
In the state of Tamaulipas, about thirty miles north of
Tampico on the Fanuoo River, D. J. 0, Forns owned the
Hacienda de Limon which consisted of twenty-five square
leagues.

He wrote Commissioner Maury and offered to sell

his land at $2.00 per acre in blocks of 320 and 640 acres.
Although this offer was advertised in the Times, very few
immigrants ever settled in the area, probably because it was
too near the section of the state held by the Liberal
96
forces,
David L. Terry and Hardeman of Texas purchased a
hacienda of ££,140 acres on the west coast in the Guadala
jara section.

They agreed to furnish colonists with horses,

95 Mexico City Mexican Times, January £7, April £1,
August 27, 1866; Maximilian *s decree to Reis, January 18,
1866, in Maury Papers, XXIV.
96 Mexico City Mexican Times, February 17, 1866; Forns
to Maury, February 6, 1866, Maury’s oircular letter,
February 7, 1866, in Maury Papers, XXIV.
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some sheep, and a portion of the provisions necessary to
maintain them for the first year.

They expected the Immi

grants to give them one third of the crop and animals raided
97
on the land.
The Palaoio Colony in the state of Durango was begun as
a model community for Mexico.

Edward Conway of Missouri was

sent into the region to make surveys, but after arriving
there he found the Mexican official willing to connive with
him so he secured for a very nominal consideration the title
to the more desirable lands.

Conway proposed to sell these

lands at an enormous profit when immigrants began coming in
to the area.

In April, 1866, George w* Clarke was appointed

agent of colonization and sent to supervise the settlement
of the immigrants in this area,

\7hen he arrived and dis

covered the questionable transactions of Conway and the
Mexican official, Clarke reported to the colonization offioe
and asked for their removal.

Before any official action was

taken a few Americans settled in the region but with the ad
vent of the year 1867 and the overthrow of Maximilian most,
98
if not all, the colonists returned to the United States.
Colonel Alonzo Bidley, formerly of California and a
member of the southern army, was the colonization agent for
the Department of Mazatlan on the west coast.

He was in-

97 Mexico City Mexican Times, November 4, 1865; New
Orleans Daily Picayune, Marofi~Il, 1866; Mexico City La
Sociedad, November i , 1865.
93 Mexico City La Sociedad, October 3, 1865; Mexico City
Mexican Times, February 10, 1866; Clarke to Richard L* Maury,
Aprfl’
T O , 1866, Conway* s report to Maury, March 80, 1866,
yuan de Dios Palacio to Maury, March 80, 1866, in Maury Papers,
XXIV.
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strumental In securing land for Judge D. 0. Shattuck from
California and formerly of Louisiana, who In 1866 was grow
ing his first ootton crop in the Comaoho Valley only thirty
✓ 99
miles from the town of Mazatlan.
The largest colonization
project on the west coast was under the direction of Doctor
Cornelius Boyle and Bustaoe Barron, who received in September,
1866, a grant of land in the state of Jalisco.

The tract lay

between the San Pedro and Santiago rivers and was located
around the Hacienda de san Lorenzo.

Doctor Boyle contracted

with five Americans who made a survey of the area and later
published their reports in the Mexican Times.

After

Boyle received their reports he left for New York to secure
immigrants but it does not appear that any colonists ever
arrived at the San Lorenzo colony.
Although much was done under Maximilian's regime to en
courage immigration and colonization the entire program was
doomed to fall within a year after it started.

As early as

January, 1866, the chief leader of the movement, Commissioner
Maury, realized it was falling and asked for a leave of ab
sence to visit Paris.

His excuse for visiting Europe was to

meet his family in Paris and bring them to Mexico.

He also

proposed to purchase instruments to aid him in studying the
weather and determining the rainfall in Mexico.

After re

ceiving Maximilian's permission he placed his son, Richard
99 Mexico City Mexican Times, November 11, £5, December
30, 1865; March 3, 1866; UexTco City La Sociedad, November
9, 1865.
100 Mexico City Mexican Times, September 3, 10, 24,
November 19, 1866.
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L., in charge of the ooloniaation bureau and in Mar oh de*
parted for London.

101

The following month Maximilian wrote

to Maury who was in London, "I am impelled by motives of
economy and convenience to abolish the Imperial commissioner

102

of Colonisation.w

The Bmperor expressed much pleasure in

the work done by Maury and urged him to return to Mexico and
take charge of the observatory.

Later in August, 1866, when

Maury had seoured an appointment to assist in laying the
trans-Atlantic cable, Maximilian conferred upon him the
"Grand Cross of the order of Guadeloupe," and again urged
him to return to Mexico.^3
The fundamental cause for the failure of the coloni
sation movement was the chaotic political conditions in
Mexico.

Maximilian was not a strong ruler and did not have

a capable group of advisors to assist him with the govern
ment*

He did not develop a strong political party among the

Mexioans so when the French army withdrew the overthrow of
the Baperor was inevitable.

Many of the lands sold or given

to the colonists had been confiscated, and when Maximilian
was defeated many of the foreigners were driven out.

Other

reasons for its failure were the character of the immigrants,
lack of capital, and speculation by a few of the leaders.
101 Maximilian to Maury, January 29, 1866, Richard Maury
to W. 0. Hasbrouok, New York, February 18, 1866, in Maury
Papers, XXIV; Richard L. Maury to W. S. Ventres, New Orleans,
March 3, 1866, Diplomatic Correspondence, pt, m , 215.
102 Maximilian to liaury,' April 19, 1866, In Maury papers ,
XXV.
103 Maximilian to Maury. August 16, 1866, Maximilian to
Maury, August 18, 1866, ibid.

Chapter XI
LOUISIANA HONORS A HERO

Allen’s nine months in Mexico were in many respects very
disagreeable to him.

He hated to leave his beloved state of

Louisiana, and after his arrival in Mexico he continually
referred to his very dear friends in Louisiana and on many
occasions expressed a great desire to return.

Shortly after

arriving in Mexico and finding himself in a destitute con*
dition, he secured a tutor in order that he might learn the
Spanish language and become an instructor.

He taught school

after establishing the Times, and as late as January, 1866,
Allen wrote that he was teaching sohool to earn an honest
living.

Z

writing in December, 1866, he said, *X am out of

money and must do something to live on,

X am too proud to
fit

beg, and too honest, I hope, to steal.n

Later he wrote that

his printers lived with him and that he had gone for weeks
4
with only one meal each day.
When these conditions were made known to the people of
Louisiana in October, 1866, A, D, Battle of Shreveport organ*
ixed a committee to raise funds for the destitute confederate
exile.

The people of Louisiana raised 179 pounds sterling

and sent it to Allen through R. C. Cummings and company of
1 Allen to Dorsey, August 7, 1865, in Dorsey, Recollections
of Henry Watkins Allen, 331} Shreveport southweste
r
n
'
December 6, 1866.
Z Allen to Dorsey, January 1, 1865, in Dorsey,
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 538.
5 Id. 'ToTdTT ggiemHer T T l O T g T ’lbld., 333.

4 fs. t o - H - January i» i&65, ibid:; 338*39.
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Shreveport.

5

Heoelvlng this money on Christmas day, he wrote

and thanked the many friends for their material expression
of love and sympathy, and In closing selected what later became his epitaph.

He said, "When it shall please God to con

sign this mutilated body to its final resting place, be it
5 Shreveport southwestern. October 4, 1665; Shreveport
Gazette, September 23, 1665; Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Gazette
and Comet, October 19, 1865; Hew Orleans Dally True 6 e i i a ~
(ScSober 12, 1865; Hew Orleans Times, October 15^ ISO?)]
Marshall Texas Republican, April 17,1 1866. Allen*s name was
before the people at this time as a candidate for governor.
In the fall of 1665 lames Madison Wells of Rapides accepted
the gubernatorial nomination from the Democratic and the
Rational Conservative Union parties, the strongest organ
izations in Louisiana. A group of disgruntled politicians
in Hew Orleans organized the "Youhg Men* a Allen Association19
and placed Allen *s name before the people for the governor
ship. He had been mentioned before the Democratic convention,
but the group thought it unwise to nominate him although he
was very popular and probably would have won the election.
The Hew Orleans group held mass meetings which were well at
tended and sent a circular letter over the state asking for
the election of Allen. The Louisiana Democrat urged his
election and at public meetings in Alexandria all the can
didates were forced to declare for or against him for gover
nor. In the Florida parishes and in the Shreveport area
organisations were effected to secure his election, on
October 21 James V. Duralde, Richard Nugent, Bolling R.
Chinn, Alexander Barrow, H. M. Favrot, and other close friends
of Allen published a notice in the New Orleans papers urging
the people not to support Allen because he was ineligible for
the office and that it would be inexpedient to elect him*
Most of the leading papers opposed Allen*s nomination because
they believed his election would retard reconstruction. When
Allen heard of his nomination he said that he was not inter
ested in it and that he expected to spend the remainder of
his life in exile. It appeared that the nomination of Allen
by the New Orleans group was a political trick because none
of them had ever been associated with him in business, poli
tics, or any other capacity*
Although Allen*s personal friends opposed his election,
he carried five parishes, Caddo, Rapides, Livingston, St,
Helena, and Washington, and received a respectable vote.
The total vote cast was Wells, 22,512, and Allen, 5,497.
For an account of the election, see Qaskey, Secession and
Restoration of Louisiana, 160-84. For Allen’s nomination,
see New Orleans ^imes, October 25, 26, 1865; Hew Orleans
Dally Orescent, October 84, 26, 89, 1865, For information
orTTne Alexandria campaign, see Alexandria Louisiana Democrat,
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among strangers in Mexico, or friends in my own Louisiana,
I will want no better epitaph inscribed on my tomb than the
sentiment contained in the closing part of your letter;
9Tour friends are proud that Louisiana had a Governor who
had an opportunity of securing a million dollars in gold,
and yet preferred being honest in a foreign land, without a
cent•
Allen9s destitute condition was aggravated by pains from
his old wounds which caused him to spend much time In bed.
In January, 1666, when he had determined to go to Paris for
an operation, Allen wrote Sarah Dorsey that he expected to
7
leave in Hay because his wounds troubled him very much,
Writing again in March he said that he was going to Vera cruz
and cordoba for a short visit and upon his return he expected
to leave for prance.

Allen arranged with one of his printers

to edit the Mexican Times while he was in Europe.

if his

operation had been successful Allen planned to travel in
Surope for about twelve months during which time he was going
October 65, November 4, 1865; Baton Rouge Trl-Weekly Gazette
and Comet, October 31, 1865. For cards opposing Allen7!
election, see New Orleans Daily Crescent, October 81, 87,
68, 29, November 24, 1865. Papers opposing Allen9a election,
see New Orleans Bee, October 16, 17, 23, 1865; New Orleans
Dally Southern tfEar, October 24, 1865; New Orleans Daily
Crescent, October 16, 18, 24, 28, 1865; Opelousas courier,
October 28, 1865. For Allen9s comment, see Mexico *5Ity
Mexican Times, December 9, 1865. For the results of the
eSctibn, see New Orleans Dally Crescent, December 4, 6, 11,
12, 1865; Louisiana senateTournal. 1865. pp. 25-26.
6 Allen to R. C. Cummings ” December 85, 1865, in Dallas
Herald, March 10, 1865; Alexandria Louisiana Democrat,
February 28, 1865; Shreveport Gazette, ffebruary 23.1665;
Dorsey, Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen, 336-37.
7 Id. to Dorsey, January I, 1866, in Soreey, Recollections
of Henry Watkins Allen, 339.
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to write letters for the Times*

The editor had agreed sec

retly to pay him for these art idles which was Allen’s means
of traveling.

a

The first week in March Allen went to the coast and
spent ten days at Vera Cruz.

Upon his return to Mexico City

he was taken illt and for three weeks in April he suffered
from his wounds and probably yellow fever although John
0
Perkins said it was ttover fatigue."
He died Sunday, April
22, 1866.

During his last days Captain P. H. Thompson of

Louisiana, Colonel William A. Broadwell of Hew Orleans,
Major Robert J. Lawrence of Missouri, and Major Edwards
oared for him day and night.

10

When Marshall Bazaine heard

of his illness he sent his personal physician to assist in
treating h i m . ^
Allen’s Confederate friends secured permission from
Marcus otterbourg, the American consul, to bury him in the
American cemetery.

However, when otterbourg learned that

they planned to bury Allen in his Confederate uniform and
use the confederate flag he informed them that the grant
would be withdrawn if such ceremonies were held.

They prom

ised not to use any confederate clothes or flag.

Later

Otterbourg said he learned "that Allen was buried In the
8 Id. to id., March 15, 1865, Vera Cruz, ibid., 340-41;
Mexico City Mexican Times, March 17, 1865. Shis' secret
arrangement was necessary because the Emperor was subsidiz
ing the paper.
9 West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter. August 18, 1866.
10 John w. Edwards to Dorsey, Vuly 18, 1866, in Dorsey,
Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen. 363-64. See account
of his death*,’ Th Mexico City Mexican Times. April 28, 1866.
11 Edwards, Shelby*s Expedition to Mexico, 460.
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fatigue uniform coat which he wore whilst in command of con~
federate troops."

12

The first report of Allen*s death reaohed the united
States about May 11, 1866.

The Picayune in announcing the

news said, "He was endeared to every class of our people by
his brilliant qualities of head and heart, by his ohlvalric
bearing as a gentleman and soldier, and his ever generous,
genial and unselfish virtues and manners... ♦

His intelligence,

firmness, and earnestness gave him a conspicuous position and
great influence in the political arena and in public af*
15
fairs."
The Baton Houge Gazette and Qomet, referring to
his death, said, "The state of Louisiana, to which he was so
devoted, will mourn his loss in the sense that a fond mother
mourns the death of a dearly beloved child.

Hearts will ache

and tears will flow in contemplating a bereavement like
thia."^*

When the news reached other sections of Louisiana

comments of a similar nature were published in many of the
state*s papers.

As late as the second week in June the

Bossier Banner appeared in mourning as a tribute to the late
1B
Governor.
The information reaohed Alexandria on May 22,
and the district court after hearing Judge Michael Ryan,
senior member of the bar, pay an eloquent tribute to Allen,
16
adjourned for the day.
12 otterbourg to Seward, May 6, 1866, in Consular Die*
patches, Mexico to the United States, MSS., XI.
13 Hew Orleans pally Picayune, May 16, 1866.
Id Baton Rouge pally Gazette and Comet, May 16, 1866.
15 Hew Orleans tialTy CreaoehtTTune 16, 1866,
16 Alexandria Louisiana Pomocrat, May 23, 1866.
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The people of Shreveport and Caddo Pariah were so de
voted to Allen that they arranged for a commemorative service
for him*

Honorable Thomas T. Land, former member of the

state supreme Court, was appointed to deliver the eulogy and
Reverend Bishop R. M. Marvin was selected for the sermon.
Saturday, June 23, all the business houses in Shreveport
closed and a great crowd gathered to do honor to the deceased
patriot.

Judge Land's eulogy, it was reported, was all that

one could ask for and Bishop Marvin "was really eloquent and
17
impressive•"
On May 16 about fifty of Allen's friends met at the St.
Charles Hotel in Hew Orleans and elected General John L.
Lewis president of the meeting and R. W. Halsey secretary.
John Sandldge announced that $1,400 had been subscribed to
bring Allen's remains to Louisiana and asked that a committee
IS
be appointed to arrange for their return.
The committee
met on May 13 and instructed Secretary Halsey to write the
Mexican officials for information concerning the removal of
Allen's remains.

Halsey and Henry penis communicated with

J. Bankhead Hagruder; Governor Madison Wells and Major John
10
J. Monroe of Hew Orleans wrote the mayor of Mexico city.
17 Shreveport Semi-Weekly Hews, June 2, 1366; Shreveport
Southwestern, June 6,” 27, iS&ST; hew Orleans Pally Crescent,
June 12, July 3, 1866.
IS Hew Orleans Dally orescent, May 16, 17, 1866.
19 JB. W. Halsey to j. Bankhead Magruder, May 18, 1866,
Hew Orleans, in Mexico city Mexican Times, June 2, 1866;
Henry penis to id., May 10, isod, Hew Orleans, ibid.i J.
Madison wells to Mayor of Mexico City, May 18, ISM, Hew
Orleans, ibid.; John J. Monroe to id., May 18, 1866, Hew
Orleans, ibid. These letters were also quoted in Hew Orleans
pally Crescent, July 4, 1066.
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Magruder, after talking with the Sniperor and other of
ficials, informed Halsey that Allen's remains oould he re
moved hut they would have to he placed in a metallic coffin
which oould he secured in Mexico.

The officials agreed to

wave the usual fees charged for removing a body from Mexico
and stated, further, that they were anxious to assist the
people of Louisiana in every way possible.

Magruder sug

gested that he would pay all the expenses hut it was beyond
£0
his ability.
On May £8 a group of Hew Orleans people met at the
Lyceum Hall and organised the H. W. Allen Monumental Associ
ation and appointed a committee of eighteen to take charge
61

of bringing Allen's remains to the city.

captain M. Hanley

who was selected to go to Mexico, left Hew Orleans, December
80 Magruder to Halsey, May 89, 1666, Mexloo city, in
Mexican Times, June 8, 1866, Hew Orleans Daily Crescent,
July Ti 15557
---- -------81 Hew Orleans Dally crescent, May 83, 1866. The members
of the committee were D. tf. Adams, Rrnest Miltenberger, John
L. Lewis, Harlow J. Phelps, William S. Pike, Doctor W. G,
Austin, Henry Denis, Samuel Smith, Colonel X. Szymanski, J.
0. Hlxon, J. W. Overall, John Pemberton, James McCloskey, A.
H. Isaacson, John M. Sandldge, J. S. Copes, R. C. Cummings,
and Hobert M. Lusher. Monumental Associations were organ
ised in St. Helena and Hapldes parishes to assist in defray
ing the expenses of bringing Allen's remains to Louisiana,
Members of the executive committee in St. Helena parish were
2. John 2111s, Charles s . Stewart, c. H. Hyde, James B.
Corkem, and William 0. Lea. Hew Orleans Daily Crescent,
June 18, 1866. Members of the Rapides Association were
judge Thomas 0. Manning, president, w. A. Seay, secretary
and 2. R. Blossat, treasurer. Hxeoutlve committee members
were James C. Wise, S. W. Henarie, Julius Levin, Moses
Rosenthal, W. L. Sanford, Lewis Texada, Benjamin Turner, J.
K. Cavanaugh, M. Nugent, p. Boggas, Stephen Holstein, p. W.
Marshall, M. Ryan, G. W. Stafford, J. H, Hans dell, 2. M.
Wells, John J. Swan, and Dempsey Pennell. Alexandria
Louisiana Democrat, July 4, 1866.
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6, and upon arriving in Mexico "was treated with extreme
kindness and courtesy by citizens and public officers.”
General Hindman assisted him in making the necessary arrange
ments, and by January 5, 1867, he was ready for the return
trip*

Hanley, arriving in New Orleans on January Ed, took

the remains to Messrs. Casanave and Brothers establishment
EE
on Marais Street.
General Sdward R. S. Canby, the commanding general for
the district, had given orders that no display of flags,
guns, or anything pertaining to the military would be per23
mitted at the funeral.
In keeping with this the Orescent
on January E7 published the following notice: "There will be
no display of any sort; no music, no salvos of artillery, no
flaunting of banners, no military procession.

The brave,

generous, whole-souled and noble Allen will be buried with
Ed
the funeral ceremonies of a citizen,”
On Sunday, January 28, Reverend J, P. B, Wilmer, pre
siding Bishop of the New Orleans diocese, assisted by Doctors
W. Sheet and C. S. Hedges, conducted the funeral service for
Allen at Christ Church.

There was no sermon or oration,

only a simple service performed before Allen*s friends and
admirers who had filled every seat in the building.

The

pallbearers were close friends and former associates of
EE Ibid., January E5, 1867. General J, Bankhead Magruder
left Mexico December 10, 1866.
S3 Ibid., June 28, 1885.
£4 ibid., January 27, 1867. It Is interesting to not©
that .General Albert Sidney Johnston’s remains were taken
from New Orleans on the same day that Allen’s arrived,
Johnston was reburied in Galveston.
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When the procession left the church, It moved along
Canal street to Hagasine Street and up it to Washington then
down to the Lafayette Cemetery.

A huge crowd lined both

sides of the streets; the procession extended over about
twenty blocks and contained over 5,000 people.

It was esti

mated that about 1,000 had assembled at the oemetery before
the arrival of the remains.

The New Orleans Times, com

menting upon the funeral, said, "Not even partisan or sec
tional hostility —

not all the revengeful thoughts and

passions engendered by a war, of which he was one of the
victims ——

oould suppress or restrain that natural impulse,

of every honest and generous heart, to unite in the testi
monials of respect to a man of such rare and singular virtue.
Even those who had been arrayed against the deceased in
mortal conflict could not withhold their admiration from one,
on

who so heroically gave his life to the cause.*
The people of the country parishes, and more especially
those of Baton Bouge, were disappointed when Allen's remains
were not brought to the capital for internment.

It appeared

that the New Orleans Monumental Association in December,
1866, Just before the arrival of the remains, informed the
25 New Orleans Dally Crescent, January 27, 28, 1866; New
Orleans Times, January 20T 1867; New Orleans Dally Pioayune,
June 28 ,“ 1585. The pallbearers were Theodore 6. lunt, John L.
Lewis, E, W. Halsey, John M, Sandidge, William S# Pike, Oscar
Arroyo, Ernest jfiltenberger, M. Hanley, Harlow j, Phelps,
William Ball, James B. Corkern, and Henry Denis.
26 New Orleans Dally Picayune, June 28, 1885; New Orleans
Daily orescent, January 28, 1867,
Z7 New Orleans Times, January 28, 1867.
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Baton Rouge organisation that Alien would he burled at the
capital.

Immediately the Baton Rouge Association appointed

an executive committee consisting of J. o. Nixon, chairman,
Henry M. Favrot, Joseph E. Slam, James M. Taylor, Alexander
Barrow, and Douglas o. Montan to make plans for the services*
A number of committees were appointed to prepare for the in£8
ternment.
a place just Inside the gates of the capital
grounds was selected for the tomb and on January 15, G* M.
Lockwood and P. A* Walsh began constructing the vault*

29

However, three days later the Hew Orleans Association decid
ed that Allen's remains would be burled in one of the city
cemeteries*

The Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Advocate remarked,

"The hopes and expectations of thousands of Governor Allen1s
friends have been disappointed, and it will be a hard task
to convince them that the Hew Orleans Committee ever intended
to carry out the arrangement the committee here was author30
ized to make for the internment **
In February the Feliciana
Democrat said, "Considerable feeling has been elioted by the
31
change throughout the country parishes."
The Ouachita
Telegraph, which did not approve of burying him in New
Orleans, said, "Bury him among his flowers and shrubs,
28 Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Advocate, January 7, 11, 14,
16, 1867* The mealiers, of the committees are listed in ibid*,
January 7, 1867. The West Baton Rouge police Jury approp
riated fifty dollars to pay for the ferry fee of all who
wished to cross the Mississippi River on the day of the
funeral. West Baton Rouge Sugar planter, February 2, 1867;
West Baton Rouge Police Jury Records7 1^67, p. 163.
29 Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Gazette and Comet, January 15.
1867*
30 Ibid., January 18, 1867.
31 Quoted in ibid., February 8, 1867*
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magnolias and cedars

beneath the ruins of our Gothic*
32
capital, where he may sleep evermore."
The Carroll Beoord
said they expected the legislature at its next meeting to

pay all the expenses incurred by the New Orleans Association,
to bring the remains to Baton Rouge, and "have them deposited
35
in the most appropriate place for their long rest."
For three years after Allen*s burial nothing was done
about erecting a monument at his grave; however, in March,
1870, his friends reorganised the Allen Monumental Association
and prepared to raise funds and erect a suitable monument.
A permanent organisation was effected on March 1 when
Samuel £. Hunter, former lieutenant colonel and colonel of
the Fourth Louisiana Regiment, was elected president and A.
W. Roberts vice-president*

S. W. Halsey, Allen*s former

private secretary, was made the corresponding secretary and
W. 1* Hodgson, recording secretary*

John M. Sandidge, chief

of ordnanoe under Allen, was elected treasurer.
tion was adopted which
an executive

provided

A constitu

for the aboveofficersand

committee of five members.

Itproposed to

erect over Allen*s grave a monument which would not cost
over $50,000.

Anyone could become a member of the organ

ization by signing the roll or sending a written request
with one dollar.

The original roll contains 812 names, with

the following distributions 754 from New Orleans and vicin
ity, 15 from Avoyelles parish, 24 from Franklin, 15 from
32 Quoted
33 Quoted

in ibid.. February 18, 1867.
in T E H ..February 8, 1867.
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Richmond, Arkansas; 2 from Hooky comfort, Arkansas, and one
each from Brownsville, Mississippi, and Aberdeen, Scotland.

34

In May, 1872, the Association contracted with lames
Hagan to erect a monument of Missouri granite consisting of
a large base and a shaft twenty-six feet long.

The executive

committee estimated the cost at $10,000 and it reported the
treasurer had only $1,200.

The monument, which cost $4,250,
35
had been set in place by December 1, 1872.
In December and January of the following year the As
sociation secured a number of benefit performances by dra
matic clubs in New Orleans and raised enough money to pay
for the monument and relieve the Association of all its in36
debtedness.
By 1882, the chaotic days of Heconstruction were gone
and the oontrol of the government in Louisiana had returned
to the native sons.

The capitol had been restored and Baton

Houge had beeome the seat of the government*

Two years later

34 New Orleans Daily picayune, March 1, 1870. Allen
Monumental Association, MS&"., contains a copy of the consti
tution, a list of the members, programs for benefits given in
New Orleans, an invitation to the dedication in Baton Bouge,
and numerous newspapers clippings about the work of the As
sociation. Copy available in Howard Memorial Library.
Members of the executive committee were J. s. Copes, William
S. Pike, Harry T. Hays, A. H. Isaacson, and James H. Wingfield.
35 New Orleans Dally Picayune, November 24, December 1,
1872; New orleana~?Imes, November 24, December 1, 1872.
The officers of the Association were John M. Sandidge, presi
dent, A. w. Roberts, vice-president, w. I. Hodgson, record
ing secretary, Horace carpenter, corresponding secretary,
and william S. Pike, treasurer. Members of the executive
committee were J. S. Copes, Harry T. Hays, J. H. Wingfield,
A. H. Isaacson, and william C* Black. New Orleans pally
Picayune, November 24, 1872.
M Sew Orleans Dally Picayune, December 8, 15, 27, 31,
1872; January 4, 15, 21, M , 1873; New Orleans Daily
Times, December 8, 22, 30, 31, 1872; January 21,' 1873.
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tii« Allen Monumental Association in response to a demand
from the people agreed to transfer the remains of Allen and
tha monument erected by them to the state if it would place
them in a suitable spot on the capital grounds in Baton
37
Rouge and pay all the oosts of transferring them.
Charles
Knowlton of New Orleans introduced a bill in the lower House
providing for the necessary appropriation and accepting the
proposition of the Association.
out any opposition.

The bill became a law with

A committee composed of three citizens

and three members of each of the houses was appointed to
36
carry out the provisions of the act.
The legislative committee met June 6, 1885, and appoint
ed a number of special committees to arrange for the receiv
ing and reburial of Allen on July 4.

Messrs. Hannan and

Toss contracted to bring his remains to Baton Rouge.

The

committee selected a place about halfway between the build
ing and the fence near the northwest tower of the old capltol which is the present location of the monument.
A most elaborate program was prepared for the occasion.
General P. G. T. Beauregard was chosen grand marshal and in
structed to select six assistants.

United States civil and

military officials, foreign consuls, state judges, military
37 Baton Rouge gapltollan and Advocate, July 0, 1883.
38 Ibid*, July10, 1064; Louisiana frouse Journal, 1884,
p. 1781 Louisiana Acts, 1884, p. 57. Bombers of the com
mittee from the House were Charles Knowlton of Orleans, G.
W. Monday of East Feliciana, and L. B. Claiborne of Points
Coupes'; from the senate John 0. Fisher of East Baton Rouge,
Allen Jumel of Iberville, and G. A. Breaux of Orleans; and
citizens William Garig, Charles MoVea, and S. M. Hart.
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organisations, civic groups, and state officials were invited
to partioipate in the ceremony.

Surviving members of the

Fourth Louisiana Hegiment, Allen’s old organisation, were
sent special invitations.

Colonel Thomas a. Sparks of points

Coupee, formerly associated with Allen in Shreveport, was
chosen to give the address on his civil oharacter and Colonel
Henry H. Favrot was selected to discuss his military life.
Allen’s remains were taken from his grave about June 1
and placed in the tomb of Hodgson where they rested until
July 3, when they were placed in the armory of the New
Orleans Washington Artillery.

A large prooession partici

pated in the removal, and the pallbearers for the occasion
40
were former members of the Fourth Louisiana Hegiment.
On the morning of July 4, accompanied by a large number
of people from New Orleans, including a special guard, mem
bers of the Allen Monumental Association, Fourth Louisiana
Hegiment, military organisations, and oivio groups, Allen’s
remains were placed on the train and taken to Baton Kouge.
They were received In the capital by one of the largest
groups that had ever assembled in Baton Houge for such an
occasion.

The prooession formed at the depot and moved up

North Boulevard to Church street, thence to Main, up it to
Lafayette Street, and down it to the capitol grounds.
39 For the complete program and members of the various
committees, see Baton Houge Capitollan and Advocate, July 6,
1885; also, see ibid., June^lfriBt^ 7 ^ 7 T E B 5 r New
Orleans Dally Picayune, July 4, 1885; New Orleans TimesDemocrat, J u n e U B , 1 8 5 5 •
40 ifew Orleans Dally Picayune, July 4, 1885.
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Colonel John Milton Sandidge, president of the Allen
Monumental Association, presented the monument, remains, and
Allen9s sword to Governor Samuel D. McBnery.

The Chief

Executive accepted the gift of the Allen Monumental Associ
ation and in describing Allen and his administration said,
"Craft and cunning were abolished from his council chamber,
and an open and frank, firm and courageous policy dictated
his course.

He went directly to the popular heart, bringing

the people in the closest sympathy with him, winning their
love and their support."

Then followed an eloquent address

by Henry M. Favrot, who reviewed Allen9s military career.
Cadet J. a. Lee of Farmervilie, Louisiana, read a poem which
had been written for the occasion by Merle B. Williams of
St. Landry Parish.

Thomas G. Sparks concluded the program
41
with a eulogy on Allen9s civil life.
He described the destitute condition of the people in
1863 and the inability of the government to aid them and
then summarized Allen»a work as governor.

Sparks related

how Allen sent aid to the suffering people in the Bed Elver
Talley after the invasion of 1664 and how he was one of the
first to secure supplies for the Missouri soldiers when they
came to Louisiana.
41 Baton Houge gapltollan and Advocate, July 6, 1885;
New Orleans Daily Picayune, July
New Orleans TimesDemocrat, July 5, 1S66. fhese papers printed complete progrflmfl9 TnoiuAing the speeches made during the day. For a
copy of ?avrot9s address, see Henry M. Favrot, Address on the
Military career of Governor Henry Watkins Allen "bn the
Occasion of the %e caption of bis Remains and Transfer of the
Monument frec’
ted to nis lemory, Baton Rouge, July 4, lSS5
(fiatbn"Houge ,168^1 •""TFopy available Ih Soward^emorial Elbrary.
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Allan was sincere in ©very undertaking which he attempt
ed and entered upon every new task with all his energy.

Al

though he was often perplexed and irritated hy the slowness
of the military regulations of the army9 Allen could not he
discouraged.

He, aooording to Sparks, "infused his enthusi

asm into every department of the Government, and all who came
within the magio circle of his magnetic power caught the
contagion of his public spirit.*

jt was Allen*s high am*

bltion *to make the state independent of the world and by
scattering manufactories over it to fabricate at home every
article which was absolutely needed for consumption,"

Allen

"had an exalted idea of the obligations of his office and
his duty to his people," Sparks said, and he thought that
every individual ought to have the same high regard for his
position.

Although Allen's "love of approbation was great,

and the applause of his people was the sweetest music he
could hear.

Yet fear of public opinion never swerved him

from his course, when he felt his was right, nor ever caused
him for a moment to evade his responsibilities
In describing the closing of the war, Sparks stated
that when it became known at Shreveport that Allen was to
leave, a profound sensation was produced, and feelings of
deep sorrow were witnessed on every side.

"Hundreds of

people came to grasp his hand and wish good luck to him in
exile."

"During these trying moments," Sparks said, "he

preserved his equanimity and cheerfulness, advising all to
return to their homes and cheerfully accepting the inevitable,
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remain good citizens, and show the world that they had fought
like men, like men they oould make peace.”
Since his death, Louisiana has honored Allen in many
ways,

The town of Port Allen was renamed in 1878 for him, a

parish created in 1918 was given his name, and a section of
Shreveport and an avenue hear the name of Allen.

In the city

of New Orleans there is a Henry Watkins Allen school and in
Shreveport the confederate monument on the courthouse square
hears the name of Allen along with those of Beauregard, Lee,
and Jackson.

In the 1870*s a steamboat which operated on

the Mississippi River carried Allen*s name.

About the time

of Allen*8 death a number of people wrote poems and dedicated
them to him.

Tim Linkinwater, well-known writer and actor

of New Orleans in the nineteenth century, wrote one which
was read at a benefit performance in New Orleans in 1878.
John pimitry, the historian, dedicated a poem to him, and
Colonel A. M. Hobby of Texas wrote another in 1666.
The death of Allen took one of Louisiana*s most illus
trious sons.

He demonstrated his versatility when he came

to Louisiana as a stranger and within fifteen years became
a leading sugar planter, legislator, soldier, and governor.
He arrived in west Baton Rouge at the age of thirty-two and
quickly won a host of friends because of his genial nature
and forceful personality.

His oratorical ability secured

him a place on the program for all public gatherings which
opened the avenue for a polltioal career.

Allen entered the

legislature as a Know Nothing, the minority group, but soon

291
demonstrated his ability to influence the poliolas of the
state; before the Civil war began he joined the Democratic
party and became its floor leader in the lower House.
Allen possessed all the qualities of a military leader.
Entering the army as a private he attained the rank of major
general.

He did not know the meaning of fear because he was

brave to the point of recklessness.

He, as an officer, never

ordered his men to charge; instead he was always out in front
leading them.

Although daring and impulsive, Allen never

abused his men nor would he permit others to mistreat them.
He was a s t e m disciplinarian but was not overbearing.

He

had a high sense of duty and expected others to maintain the
same standard.
As an admlnstrator Allen ranks second to none in the
history of Louisiana.

His work at Shreveport demonstrated

clearly his ability to organise and husband the resources
of the state.

He took over when conditions were chaotic and

within eighteen months had established order and had supplied
the people with food, clothing, and medicines.

Allen did

these things without making enemies and without suffering
criticisms from his subordinates or even his enemies.
A great tribute that can be paid Allen is that during
his brief but active life he was never criticised by any one
through the press or printed sources.

Even his political

adversaries were willing to concede his ability and were al
ways anxious to have him as a personal friend.

Allen as a

citizen, public official, soldier, and statesman, ranks among
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the best which Louisiana has produced.

Appendix I

The following were eleoted to the Legislature in 1861.
Those marked with an asterisk attended the session at Shreveport, from Hay 4 to June 80, 1863.
Pistrlot

Senators

Assumption, Ascension, and
Terrebonae:
A* Tete, and Thomas H. weightman*
Avoyelles, Points Coupee',
and West Felioiana:
7. Cannon and S. W. McKneeley
Bienville and Bossier:
John L. Hodges
C&ldwell, Catahoula, and Winn:c. G. Meredith
Carroll and
H. R. Lott
Claiborne:
W. F. Moreland*1'
Bast and West Baton Rouge
and Bast Felioiana:
Alexander Barrow and Thomas J.
Buffington
Iberville:
N. J. Dupuy
Jefferson, St, Bernard,
Orleans, Right Bank, and
Plaquemines:
F. Carders and B. Lawrence
Doctor J. A* Scudday
Lafourche and St. Charles:
LiTingston, St. Helena, St.
Tammany, and Washington:
J. P. Wall
Madison, Tensas, and
S. B. Oswall and 1. D. Newell
Concordia:
R. Wilson*
Morehouse and ouaohita:
Natchitoches, Caddo, PeSoto,
J. W. Butler* and J. 0,
and Sabine:
Flournoy*
F. Labatut, J. B. Leefe, K. A.
Orleans:
Patterson, and S. Salomon
Lewis Texada
Bap ides:
St. John the Baptist and
J. H. Loughbotough
St. James:
St. Landry, Lafayette, and
B. R. Qantt and J, A. Taylor
Oalcasieu:
John Moore*
St. Martin and Vermillion;
Doctor EH. J. Sanders
St. Mary:
J. F. Fuller*
Union and Jackson:
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Parish
Ascension,
Assumption,
Avoyelles,
Bienville,
Bossier,
Caddo,
Calcasieu,
Caldwell,
Carroll,
Catahoula,
Claiborne,
Conoordla,
DeSoto,
Bast Baton Rouge,
East Felioiana,
Franklin,
Iberville,
Jefferson,
Lafourche,
Lafayette,
Livingston,
Madison,
Morehouse,
Natchitoches,
Ouachita,
Orleans,
First District,
Second District,
Third District,
Fourth District,
Right Bank,
Rapides,
pointe coupee,
Plaquemine,
Sabine,
St. Bernard,
St. Charles,
St. Helena,
St. James,
St. John the Baptist,
St. Landry,
St. Martin,
St. Mary,
St. Tammany,

R. J. Babin and E. F. Morehead*
D. LeBlano and W. B. Foley
Colonel B, W. Blakewood* and G. P.
yoorhies*
J. R. Head*
T. J. Caldwell* and A. A, Abney*
J. A. McRady* and R. White*
W. H. Kirkman*
J. J. Meredith*
J. D. Imboden* and F. H. 0. Taylor*
T. Briethaupt*
James W. McDonald* and J. M. soaife*
T. Alexander* and E. B. Whitaker*
Joseph B. H a m * and J. W. Mundy*
F. M. Hereford
W. F. Kernan* and George H, Jones*
J. W. Willies*
Joseph A. Breaux and Charles o.
Hebert
F. Charlaswell©
0. Harang and R. M. Ogden
E. Gilbeau*
Thomas C. Davidson
Samuel Anderson and N. D. Coleman*
C. 0. Davenport*
Phanor Prudhomme and J. M. B.
Tucker*
Charles H. Morrison*
S. Jamison*, J, W. Carroll, and
Robert Mott*
F. G. Guady and J. J. Bofil
J. F. Barthelemi
J. Holmes* and T. 0. McLean
A. Fortier
J. P. Helm*, J. p. Eddleman*, and
j. R. Andrew*
Z. Demruelle, Jr.*
J. Foulhouze*
D. A. Blackshear*
F. H. Knapp
G. B. N. Wales*
M. S. Newsom
J. R. Gaudet and E. Legendre
Joseph Bossier*
John M. Moore*, A. 0. Guidry, R. J #
Smith*, and J, J. Morgan
R. T. King*
J. B. Robertson*, and A. Oliver
B, Edwards*
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Representatives

Parish
Tensas,

A. Snyder* and £* Mason (deceased)

Drake*
Terrebonne,
Ohion,
Vermillion,
Washington,
West Baton Rouge,
West Felioiana,
Winn,

W* H. Knight and J* b . Robinson
S. C. Lee* and J. Taylor*
A. Nunes
A, 0. Biokham*
James Victor Duralde
C. N. Gibbons * and Wade H*
Richardson*
William Walker*

Shreveport semi-Weekly Hews, December 5, 1861, contains
a list of these elected in ladl. ibid*, June 5, 9, 1863,
contains the names of those who attended the session in
Shreveport*
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Avoyelles
Bienville
Bossier
C&ddo
Calcasieu
Caldwell
Carroll
Catahoula
Claiborne
Concordia
Desoto
Franklin
Iberville
Jackson
Livingston
Madison
Morehouse
Natchitoches
Ouachita
x
Points Coupee
Bapides
Sabine
St, Helena
St, Landry
Tensas
Union
Vermillion
West Feliciana
Winn
Total
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38
351
£53
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Lieutenant Governor
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1
655
159
142
116
192
246
409 32

Auditor

Avoyelles
Bienville
Bossier
Caddo
Caloasieu
Caldwell
Carroll
Catahoula
Claiborne
Concordia
Desoto
119 354
franklin
63
187
Iberville
20
yackson
258
4
Livingston
229
Madison
25
Morehouse
290
Natchitoches
534 13
209
Ouachita
^
32
Points Coupee
30
351
Hapides
Sabine
355
245
St. Helena
241
St, Landry
74
113
Tensas
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27
Vermillion
166
West Feliciana
163
Winn
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secretary of state

3
w
186
188
129
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Avoyelles
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Bossier
Caddo
Calcasieu
Caldwell
Carroll
Catahoula
Claiborne
Concordia
Desoto
119
Franklin
70
Iberville
18
Jaokson
162
Livingston
206
Madison
19
Morehouse
245
416
Natchitoches
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/
2
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£73
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The names of the candidates were Henry Watkins Allen,
Leroy F. Stafford, Leonidas polk, Fames W. McDonald, Benjamin
L. Hodge, John M. Sandidge, Benjamin W* Pearce, Hodge Rayburn,
Sdward Barry, Sam Powers, John Ray, Pliny D. Hardy, Doctor M.
Bates, Lewis Zim, S. R. Bast in, R. Ray, Flavillus S. Goode,
B. L. Defreese, L. D. Semmes, J. H. Muse, T. J. Semmes, R.
Warren Moise, Lewis Zim, Hypolite Peralta, B. L. Defreese,
R. A. Huhter, Edward W. Robertson, B. L. Defreese, W* B. N.
Magruder, P. A. Walker, and Daniel D. Avery.
For election returns, see Shreveport Semi-Weekly News,
February 2, 1864; Journal of the Louisiana Senate, December
15, 1862- to February 11, 1864, MSS., in Confederate Records,
The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXGII, 3.

Appendix III

The following were eleoted to the Legislature in 1863.
Those marked with an asterisk attended the session at Shreve
port, from January 18 to February 11, 1864.
District

Senators

Ascension, Assumption, and
Terrebonne:
Avoyelles, Point© Coupee,
and West Felioiana:
Bienville and Bossier;
Caddo, Desoto, Natchitoches,
and Sabine:
Calcasieu, Lafayette, and
St. Landry:

A. D. Coco* and A. W. Cray*
A. A. Abney*

Carroll and Franklin:
Caldwell, Catahoula, and
Winn;
Claiborne;
Concordia, Uadison, and
Tensas:

William H. Rogers*
James w. McDonald*

Thomas H. Weigh tman*

J. W. Butler* and Samuel Clark*
Benjamin B. Gantt* and J. A.
Taylor
Hiram A. Lott*

Vinelent L* Beeves* and
Samuel B. Oswalt*

West Feliciana and West
Baton Bouge:
Fast Baton Bouge, Fast
Feliciana, and West Baton
Bouge;
Iberville:
Livingston, St. Helena, St.
Tammany, and Washington:
Horehouse and Ouachita:
Bapides:
St. Martin and Vermillion;
St. Hary:
Union and Jackson;
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Alexander Barrow*
Preston Pond, Jr.*
J. A. Dardemme
J . P; Wall*
James c. Weeks*
Lewis Texada*
John Moore*
H. J. Sanders
J. F. Fuller
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Pariall
Ascension,
Avoyelles,
Bienville,
Bossier,
Caddo,
Calcasieu,
Caldwell,
Carroll,
Catahoula,
Claiborne,
Conoordia,
DeSoto,
Bast Felioiana,
Franklin,
Iberville,
Jackson,
Livingston,
Madison,
Morehouse,
Natchitoches,
Orleans,
Ouachita,
Points Coupee',
Rapides,
Sabine,
St. Helena,
St. Landry,
St. Mary,
St. Tammany,
Tensas,
Union,
Washington,
West Felioiana,
Winn,

E. F. Morehead*
0. Couvillion* and J, C. Jaffrion*
J. R. Head*
J. R. Or iffin* and J. A. Snyder*
J. B. Gilmore* and W* A. Lacy*
E. A. Perkins*
F A
Blanks*
J. W. Dougherty* and F. H. C, Taylor*
Moses Walker
J. W. Berry* and J. Murrell*
J. B. Cotton* and E. 3. Whitaker
B. F. Chapman* and Joseph B* Elam*
Clement Gore* and W. F. Herman*
M. S. Osborne*
H. pesobry, James Foulhouze*, and J. H.
Johnson*
G. W. McCravey*
Jones
S a m e l Anderson* and W. H. peck*
W. R. Mayo*
W. H* Jack* and F. Roublen*
S a m e l Jamison* and Robert Mott*
J* D. MoEvery*
WV H. Cooley and W. L. Jewel*
T. B. Helm*, S. B. Johnson*, and J. J.
Meyers*
E. F. Pressley*
M. S. Newsom*
Thomas Anderson*, J, C. Barrey* and
A. R. Hawkins* and F. L« Pitre*
J. B. Robertson*
James Bowie
H. W. Brake* and R. H. Snyder*
C. H. Hodges* and J. G, Taylor*
C. P. Bailey*
J, Hunter Collins* and w. H. Rlohardson*
J. A. Hargis

For a complete list of the legislators, see Houston Tri
weekly Telegraph, January S, 1364. For the names of those
who attended tnh session at Shreveport, see Shreveport SeiaiWeekly News, January 22, 29, February 2, 1864.
"
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IV

Commissioners appointed by Governor Allen to distribute
relief funds*
W* U* Allen, Desoto
Thomas C. Anderson, St* Mary
Bdward Barry, Caldwell
F* A* Blanks, Caldwell
John H. Boatner, Catahoula and conoordia
£* North cullom, president Relief commissioner in
Avoyelles
R* A. Cutliff, Caddo
Bugence Duchamp, St, Martin
R* W* Futch, Union
J. L* Qeneres, Avoyelles
J* M. Gibbs, Sabine
M. R. Girade, Lafayette
J. R. Head, Bienville
John Jourdan, Chairman of Committee at Blair's
Landing, Natchitoches
Jacob Kenneth, Caldwell
W. M. Xidde, Jackson
Julius Lisso, Natchitoches
W* Me Fee, Morehouse
Wilson McRerall, St. Mary
John G* McWilliams, Adjutant commissioner South side
of Red River
A. Nunez, Vermillion
M* L. Osborne, Franklin
A* H. Pierson, Agent for Poor in Natchitoches
John Ray, Ouachita
L* Vincent Reeves, commissioner South Side of Red
River
W. L. Sanford, Rapides
J. D. Strother, commissioner for distribution of
com, winn
J* Thomason, Claiborne
jamas Todd, St* Mary
C. L. wamsley, Agent for Poor in Natchitoches
M* J* Watson, Carroll
W* D. Winter, Bast Feliciana
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Appendix V
TO THE PEOPLE OP LOUISIANA

Executive Office,
Shreveport, La., Pune £d, 1865.
FELLOW CITIZENS,—
I Lave thought it my duty to address
you & few words in parting from you, perhaps forever. My ad
ministration as Governor of Louisiana closes this day. The
war is over, the oontest is ended, the soldiers are disbanded
and gone-to their homes, and now there is in Louisiana no op
position whatever to the Constitution and the laws of the
United States. Until order shall be established, and society
with all its safeguards fully restored, I would advise that
you form yourselves into companies and squads for the pur
pose of protecting your families from outrage and insult,
and your property from spoliation. A few bad men can do much
mischief and destroy much property, within a short while the
United States authorities will no doubt send you an armed
force, to any part of the State where you may require if for
your protection.
My countrymen, we have for four long years waged a war,
which we deemed to be just in the sight of high heaven. We
have not been the best, the wisest, nor the bravest people
in the world, but we have suffered more and borne our suf
ferings with greater fortitude than any people on the face
of God*s green earth. Now let us show to the world, that as
we have fought like men «•— like men we can make peace. Let
there be no acts of violence, no heart burnings, no intemper
ate language, but with manly dignity submit to the inevitable
course of events. Neither let there be any replnings after
lost property —
let there be no crimination or recrimi
nation —
no murmurs. It will do no good, but may do much
harm. 7ou who, like myself, have lost all (and oh, how many
there are!) must begin life anew. Let us not talk of des
pair, nor whine about our misfortunes, but with strong arms
and stout hearts adapt ourselves to the circumstances which
surround us.
It now rests with the united States authorities to make
you once more a contented, prosperous, and happy people.
They can within five years restore Louisiana to its original
wealth and prosperity, and heal the terrible wounds that have
been inflicted upon her —
so great are our recuperative
energies — - so rioh is our soli —
so great are the re
sources of the statet Our rulers have It in their power to
dry the mourners* tears — * to make glad the hearts of the
poor widow and the orphan —
to cause the past in a great
measure to be forgotten, and to make your devastated lands
**to blossom as the rose.** If my voice could be heard and
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heeded at Washington, I would say, "Spare this distracted
land — - oh, spare this afflicted people. In the name of
bleeding humanity, they have suffered enough!" But, my
countrymen, this cannot be* I am one of the proscribed — I must go into exile — — I have stood by you, fought for you,
and stayed with you, up to the very last moment, and now
leave you with a heavy heart. The high trust with which you
have honored me, is this day returned. I leave the office
of Governor with clean hands, and with the conscious pride
of having done my duty. All the officers of State, and all
employees In its various departments, have rendered their
final accounts, made full and complete statements. I thank
them for their uniform kindness to me, and their patriotic
devotion to the several duties assigned them. These accounts
are in the hands of Colonel John Iff* Sandidge. X invite the
closest scrutiny, not only of these papers, but to all my
acts as Governor of Louisiana. My state stores, and Dispensarles, and Manufactories, have all been conducted, in
the most successful manner. None can tell the vast amount
of good they have done, not only to you, but to the people
of Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri.
Fellow citizens, in this the darkest hour of my life, I
do not come before you as an old man, broke down by storms
of state, nor do I come to plead for mercy, at the hands of
those whom I have fought for four long years. No, no, I come
in the pride and vigor of manhood, unconquered, unsubdued*
I have nothing to regret; I look back with mournful pleasure
at my public career, now about to close. As a citizen, as a
soldier, as a statesman, I have done my duty. The soldier's
family, the widow and the orphan, the sick and the wounded,
the poor and needy, have all had my especial care, while the
wants of the soldier and the citizen have not been forgotten.
I have protected the people from the encroachments of mill*
tary power, and have never permitted a bale of cotton in the
State to be seized or impressed. It is partially in remem*
brance of these acts, that you have always given me your en
tire confidence. But few in authority have ever had so many
evidences of affection and regard as you have so often shown
me.
Befugges, return to your homest Repair, improve, and
plant, Go to work, with a hearty good-will, and let your
actions show that you are able and willing to adapt your
selves to the new order of things. We want no Venice here,
where the denizens of an unhappy State shall ever meditate
with moody brow, and plot the overthrow of the government,
and where all shall be dark and dreary — -* cold and sus
picious. But rather let confidence be restored. If requir
ed, let each and every one go forward cheerfully, and take
the oath of allegiance to the country in which they expect
in future to live, and there pursue their respective avoca
tions with redoubled energy, as good, true, and substantial
citizens.
I go into exile not as did the ancient Roman, to lead
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baok foreign armies against my native land —
but rather to
avoid persecution, and the or own of m&rtydom. I go to seek
repose for my shattered limbs. It is my prayer to God, that
this country may be blessed with permanent peacef and that
real prosperity, general happiness, and lasting contentment
may unite all who have elected to live under the flag of &
common country. If possible, forget the past. Look forward
to the future. Act with candor and discretion, and you will
live to bless him who in parting gives you this last advice.
And now, what shall I say in parting, to my fair country*
woment Ladies of Louisiana, I bow to youwith tears of grate
ful affection. You have always responded most promptly and
cheerfully to the calls of patriotism and duty. You clothed
the soldiers, nursed the sick and wounded, cheered up the
faint-hearted, and smoothed the dying-pillow of the warrior
patriot. God bless youi God bless youi 1 can never forget
you. In the land of the exile, I shall remember you with
feelings of gratitude too deep for utterance. Sometimes
think of him who has sacrificed all for you. Perhaps, in
better days, when the storm of passion and prejudice shall
have passed away, we may meet again; 1 may then be permitted
to return —
to mingle with my friends —
to take them by
the hand, and "forget my own griefs, to be happy with you.”
If this should be denied me, I humblytrust we may all meet
in Heaven, at last, to part no more.
For complete copies of the address, see Alexandria
Louisiana Democrat, June 14, 1365; Baton Rouge Weekly
Gazette and ComeYT June 17, 1865; Clarksville Standard,
July 15,“ 156131 Marshall Texas Republican, June $,1566;
Hew Orleans Bee, June IB, I86b; Sew Orleans Times, June 13,
1865; Hew York Times, June 25, 1865; Shreveport News,
June 6, 1865.
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daughter of Doctor Egan, who lives at Mount Lebanon,
Louisiana*
Expenditures of the Treasurer's office (Louisiana), 18811865, MSS*, in Confederate Beoords, The National Archives,
Chap. Till, Vol. CXXV. This volume contains a complete
record of the expenditures for the state during the
period of the civil War*
Gregg, William, Collection, 1863-1864, MSS.
Manuscripts, Library of Congress.

Division of

Gwin, William McKendree, Memoirs of the History of the
United States, Mexico, and California, MSS* Division of
Manuscripts, Library of Congress. There are about 175
photostatic copies of letters, notes, and papers written
and received by Gwin in this collection.
Journal of the Louisiana senate, December 15, 1862 to
February, 1864, MSS., In Confederate Records, The
National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CXCII.
Journal of the Treasurer's Office (Louisiana), 1861-1885,
MSS*, in Confederate Records, The National Archives,
Chap. VIII, Vol. CXIV*
■"Letters Received and Other Papers of the Executive Depart
ment of the State of Louisiana, 1860-1865, MSS., in
Confederate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII,
Vol. GXXXI. This volume contains a summary of the con
tents, the name of the writer, and the date of the
letters received by Allen. It also contains information
about Allen's appointments and state contracts*
List of Commissions (Louisiana), MSS., in confederate
Records, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. OLXIX.
This volume contains the military appointments In the
state organization from 1661 to 1865,
Louisiana Volunteers Register, MSS*, in confederate Records,
The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol. CLXX. An incom
plete list of the companies, officers, and privates who
enlisted from Louisiana.
Maury, Matthew Fontaine, Papers, MSS*, 51 vole., Division of
Manuscripts, Library of Congress. The volumes contain

dorrespondence and papers written and received by Maury.
Volumes XXI-XXV contain the papers relating to bis work
from October 20, 1854 to May 10, 1867.
Miscellaneous Letters, MSS., Department of State, in The
National Archives,
Moore, Thomas Overton, papers, MSS., Department of Archives,
Louisiana State university. Contains the correspondence
of Moore while he was governor of Louisiana, 1861-1854.
Murrah, Pendleton, offioial Correspondence, MSS., State
Library, Austin, Texas. Murrah was governor of Texas
from 1864 to 1865.
New Orleans Notarial Records. Notarial Record office, civil
Courthouse, New Orleans, Records of Hilary Breton cenas
contains a copy of the bill of sale for Westover
plantation.
Prince Sdward County (Virginia) Deed Booh, XVII, XIX, XX,
XXI* Courthouse, Farmville, Virginia.
Ray county (Missouri) Inventory Records, B. Courthouse,
Richmond, Missouri. An inventory of the personal and
real property owned by Doctor Thomas Allen at his death
Is contained in this source.
Record of Letters Received by the State of Louisiana, MSS.,
in Confederate Records, The National Archives, chap.
VIII, Vol. CXXXIX. This contains a summary of contents,
date, and the author of letters received by the governor
of Louisiana.
Reynolds, Thomas C«, Letter Book, 1852-1865, MSS., in
Division of Manuscripts, Library of Congress. This con
tains both the personal and offioial correspondence of
Governor Reynolds.
Special orders from the Adjutant General's Office (Louisiana),
1862-1864, MSS., in Confederate Records, The National
Archives, Chap. VIII, Vols. CLIII, CLIV.
State of Louisiana contingent Fund, MSS., In confederate
Records, The National Arohives, Chap; VIII, Vol. CXVI.
This is an account book showing the expenditures from
this fund from 1862 to 1865.
Tensas parish (Louisiana) Minutes of the civil Docket,
Thirteenth District court, 1843-1870. courthouse, St.
Joseph, Louisiana.
Tensas parish Mortgage Records, 1841-1881.
Joseph, Louisiana.
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Tensas Parish Notarial Records, 1841-1881, Courthouse, St.
Joseph, Louisiana, This is a record of conveyances for
the period.
"Measurer’s Office Ledger (Louisiana), 1861-1864, MSS., in
Confederate Records, The National Archives, Chap. VTII,
vol. c x m i .
Treasurer’s Office Ledger (Louisiana), 1864, MSS., in Con
federate Reoords, The National Archives, Chap. VIII, Vol.
CXVII.
Chited States Circuit Court Minute Book, April 85, 1869 to
April 11, 1865, VIII. Postoffioe building, New Orleans.
United States Census Reports, MSS., Population in Claiborne
County, Mississippi, 1840, I. All census reports used in
this manuscript are in the Bureau of the census, Depart
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C. These are unpublished
records which, before 1850 give the name and age for each
member of the family and the number of slaves owned.
After 1850 the reports contain the name, age, and sex for
each slave owned by the family, schedule I shows the
white population and Schedule II shows the slave popu
lation.
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in Claiborne county,
Mississippi, 1850, I; Schedule II, Slave Inhabitants in
Claiborne County, Mississippi, 1850, 1.
Population in Prince Bdward County, Virginia,

15307 XXXIX.
__________Population in Ray County, Missouri, 1840, V.
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in Ray County,
Missouri, 1850, VIII; Schedule II, Slave Inhabitants
in Ray County, Missouri, 1850, XI.
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in Ray County,
Missouri, 1860, XX; Schedule II, Slave Inhabitants in
Ray County, Missouri, 1860, XXI.
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge
Parish, Louisiana, 1850, I; Schedule II, Slave Inhabi
tants in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1850, VII.
Schedule I, Free Inhabitants in West Baton Rouge
ParisiT, Louisiana, 1860, I; Schedule II, Slave Inhabi
tants in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, 1860, I.
United States consular Dispatches, Mexico to United states,
January 15, 1861 to December 29, 1866, MSS., in Depart
ment of State, The National Archives, XI. This volume
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contains the correspondence between Marcus otterbourg and
William H. Seward.
United states Diplomatic Correspondence from Thomas Corwin
to Williams. Seward, June 86f 1865 to May 89, 1864, in
Department of State, The National Archives, XXX.
West Baton Rouge Parish (Louisiana) Cash sales Booh, 18591873, I-IV, A-B, Z. All West Baton Bouge Parish records
used in this manuscript are in the courthouse, Port Allen,
Louisiana, and were made available through the kindness
of V. M. Lefebvre, Jr., clerk of court.
west Baton Bouge Parish Certificate of Marriage and License
Book, 1807-1846. I-B, 1837-1874, I-A.
west Baton Bouge Parish Inventory United states Land Patents,
1854.
West Baton Rouge Parish Mortgage Record Books, 1848-1880,
A-B, R, T, U, V, X, T, Z.
West Baton Rouge Pariah original Aots, 1852-1854, I.
West Baton Rouge Parish Papers, filed in Fifth District
Court, No. 2,098.
West Baton Rouge Parish Police Jury Records, 1858-1862,
1865-1880.
West Baton Rouge Parish Probate Records, Nos. 322, 464, 466.
West Baton Bouge Parish Record of Donations, 1841-1920.
West Baton Rouge Parish Record of succession Book, 18421855, T.
West Baton Rouge Parish Record of Wills, 1846-1926, I.
West Baton Rouge Parish Sales of Land, Mortgages, and Powers
of Attorney, A.
West Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Deeds of Sale, 1867-1868.
West Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sales Book, D.
West Baton Rouge parish Tax Roll, 1852.
West Feliciana Parish (Louisiana) Mortgage Records.
house, St. Francisvllle, Louisiana.
West Feliciana parish Notarial Records,
Francisville, Louisiana.
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OFFICIAL FKD3RAL, STATS, AND LOCAL DOCUMENTS

Aots and Resolutions Passed at the Thirtieth Congress of the
Unlaid States TWashiiigton, lSW).
Aots and Resolutions Passed at the second session of the
ThTriyrilriT^ongress^ T O e ^ l I e T ^ a W l W s H T n i l o n ,
istoyr
------------------------Acts and Resolves of the state of Maine, 1657 (Augusta,

"

T657T,

Acts Passed at the second session of the First Legislature
of the Territory of Orleans (Sew Orleans, 1607].
Booth, Andrew B. (comp.)y Records of Louisiana confederate
Soldiers and Louisiana confederate 'commands, & vols.
(New Orleans, I$8o).
Congressional Globe, 36 congress, 2 Session, 1860 (Washing*
ton, 186l).
Journal of the convention to Form a New constitution for the
State of Louisiana (Sew orleansT 16527^
Journal of the official Proceedings of the Convention of the
State of Louisiana (New Orleans, 1061] *
Louisiana Acts, 1828, 1846*1865, 1884, New Orleans, Baton
Rouge, Natchitoches, and Shreveport. There are three
copies of the acts for the session held in Opelousas,
1868 and 1863, see confederate Records, The National
Archives, chap* VIII, Vol. CZC. There is a typewritten
copy of these acts In Louisiana State University Library.
For a copy of the acts of the special session held In
Shreveport, 1863, see confederate Records, The National
Archives, Chap* VIII, Vol. CXCV. There are two copies of
the acts for the session held In Shreveport, 1865, see
Confederate Reoords, The National Archives, Chap* VIII,
Vol. CXCVI.
Louisiana House Journal, 1856*1861, New Orleans and Baton
Rouge•
Louisiana Legislative Documents, 1852, 1854, 1857, 1858-1861.
These sources contain annual reports for state depart
ments, corporations, banks, and legislative committee
reports for the years indicated.
Louisiana Senate journal, 1858-1865, 1884, Baton Rouge.
For the journals of 1862*1864, see Journal of the Louisi
ana senate December 15, 1862-February, 1864, MSS., in
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Confederate accords, The National Archives, chap. VIII,
Vol. OXCII.
Mississippi Acts, 1346, Jackson.
Mississippi House Journal, 1646, Jackson.
Mississippi Senate Journal, 1846, Jackson,
Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, Accompanying the Annual
Message of the~President to the First Session ,~fKir iySlntn Congress ^Washington, TBS6) , f a r t fll.
Peters, Richard (ed.)f The Public statutes at Large of the
United States of A m e r l c a ~ r g v o T i T T M Y o n T ^ s U T , ~ 1 T .
Texas Aots, 1856, 166S, Austin and Houston.
War of the Rebellions A compilation of the official Records
oF"t5e Union and Confederate Armies,"T£’9 vols. (WashingT o n T T e W ^ O T T : ---------------------

NEWSPAPERS

Alexandria constitutional, August, 1860-June, 1841.
Alexandria Louisiana Democrat, July. 1659-Aprll, 1660;
September, 186^-December, 1365 (incomplete files),
Alexandria southern Sentinel, 1863 (incomplete files).
Alexandria iovta Talk office and used through the courtesy
of Mr. Hunter Jarreau.
Amite (Louisiana) Daily wanderer, 1664 (unbound and incom
plete files). Louisiana state university Library.
Austin Tri-weekly State Gazette, December, 1863-Decamber,
1866 (incomplete files)7
Baton Rouge Daily Advocate, 1853, 1856-1858, 1861* Louisiana
State University has the most complete files of the Baton
Rouge papers.
Baton Rouge pally Qapltollan and Advocate, 1883-1885,
Baton Rouge pally Comet, 1850-1856. This paper combined
with the Baton Rouge Gazette In 1856.
Baton Rouge pally Gazette, 1850-1856.
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Baton Houge pally Gazette and comet, 1856-1860,
Baton Bouge Bvening Truth, 1899.
Baton Bouge Tri-weekly Advocate, 1887.
Baton Bouge Tri-Weekly Gazette and Comet, July-Decexaber,
1865; leOTXlBS?;
Baton Bouge Weekly Advocate, 1854-1858, 1850-1881, 1884,
1878,
Baton Bouge Weekly Capitollan and Advocate, 1884-1885,
Baton Bouge Weekly Gazette and Qomet, 1857-May, I860;
August, l m ^ U n e T i m 181^1068.
Bayou Sara (Louisiana) Ledger, 1852-1082 (incomplete files).
Made available through the kindness of Mr. Elrie Robinson,
St. Francisville, Louisiana.
Boston paily Advertiser, 1854.
Boston Dally Atlas, 1654.
Boston Dally Times, 1854.
Boston Post, 1851-1858, 1854, 1885-1888.
Charleston Courier, 1842.
Cincinnati Daily Gazette, 1851.
Clarksville (Texas) Standard, 1882-1865 (unbound and incom
plete files). university of Texas Library.
Cleveland Herald, 1851-1852.
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 1851-1852.
Crockett (Texas) Quid Nuno, September, 1864-July, 1865
(unbound and incomplete files). University of Texas
Library.
Dallas Herald, 1861-September, 1883;
1866.

July, 1884-September,

False River (Louisiana) Points Coupee Democrat, 1861 (un
bound and incomplete files). Louisiana State University
Library.
Fort Smith (Arkansas) Hew Bra, October, 1863-Deoember, 1865
(unbound and incomplete Tiles). University of Texas
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Library,
Franklin (Louisiana) Planters* Banner. 1853-1855.
Galveston Civilian and Qaaette, 1842.

Library of congress.

Galveston Flake*s Tri-Weekly Bulletin, June, 1865-February,
1867. Universityof texas library.
Galveston Tri-Weekly News, July, 1862-1866 (incomplete
files).
Galveston weekly News, May, 1863-May, 1864 (unbound and incamplete filesTI University of Texas Library.
Grand Gulf (Mississippi) Advertiser, July, 1835-January,
1839. Clerk of c o u r t s office, Port Gibson, Mississippi.
Greensburg (Louisiana) Imperial, 1857-1661 (unbound and in
complete files). Louisiana State university Library.
Henderson (Texas) Times, 1864.

University of Texas Library.

Houston Daily Telegraph, February, 1864-December, 1864.
Houston Per Texas Democratic, 1864-1866.
Austin, Texas.
Houston Morning Star, 1842.
Texas.

State Library,

City Public Library, Houston,

Houston Telegraph and Texas Register, 1840-1845.
Houston Tri-Weekly Telegraph, June, 1862-August, 1865.
Jackson Dally Mlsslssippian, 1862-1863 (Incomplete files).
Jackson Southron, 1842-1648.
La Grange (Texas) Patriot, September, 1863-May, 1865.
Library, Austin, Texas.

State

Liberty (Mississippi) Advocate, July, 1844-December, 1845.
Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi.
Marshall Texas Republican, September, 1864-August, 1866.
Mexico City SI Pajaro Verde, 1866.
Library.
Mexico City La sooledad, 1865-1866.
Library.

University of Texas
University of Texas
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Mexico City Mexican Timejs, 1865-1867. Louisiana State
University Library has the only known file of this paper.
Memphis Appeal, 1861-1862.
Memphis Daily Appeal, 1860-1862.
Memphis Avalanche, 1860-1867 (incomplete files).
Mississippi Free Trader and Natohez pally Gazette, 1842.
Mississippi Free Trader and Natchez Weekly Gazette, 18421844 '*
Monroe Ouachita Telegraph, December, 1865-September, 1866.
Monroe Register, 1859-1860 {incomplete files).
Monroe Weekly Telegraph, September, 1865-December, 1865.
This paper became the Ouachita Telegraph in 1865.
Natohez Dally courier, 1841-1842,
Natchez Mississippi Free Trader, 1843-1844.
Natchez semi-weekly Courier, 1847-1850.
Natohez Weekly courier, 1856-1666 (incomplete files).
Natchitoches Times, 1864 (incomplete files).
New Orleans Bee, 1842, 1852-1865.
New Orleans courier de la Louisians, 1850-1859.
New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, 1842, 1852-1862.
New Orleans Dally Crescent, 1850-1862, 1865-1867.
New Orleans Daily Delta, 1850-1862.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, 1842, 1850-1885.
New Orleans Daily Orleanian, 1852-1858.
New Orleans Dally Southern Star, 1865-1866.
New Orleans Dally True Delta, 1852-1865.
New Orleans Sra, 1863-1864.
New Orleans jgvenlng Crescent, 1866-1867,
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Hew Orleans Times, 1865-1875.
New Orleans Times-Democrat, 1884-1885.
New Orleans weekly Orescent, 1866-1867.
New Orleans Weekly Delta, 1858-1853, 1855-1860.
New Orleans Weekly Ploayune, 1857.
New Orleans Weekly True Delta, 1868-1864.
New York Daily Times, 1851-1858, 1860-1866.
New York Herald, 1854-1866.
New York Tribune, 1851-1866.
New York Weekly Herald, 1850-1854.
Opelousas (Louisiana) Courier, 1858-1867.
Pittsburg Daily Gazette, 1851-1858.
Plaquemine (Louisiana) Iberville Gazette and Sentinel, April,
1858-July, 1858; August, I860 -July, “l M I . Property of
the sebwlng Lumber and shingle company and made available
through the courtesy of Mr. S. B. Schwing, Sr.,
Plaquemine, Louisiana.
Plaquemine Iberville south, 1865-1866.
Shingle company.

Schwing Lumber and

Plaquemine southern Sentinel, 1853-1855.
Shingle company.
Port Gibson Correspondent, 1837-1848.
office, Pori Gibson, Mississippi.

Schwing Lumber and

Clerk of court’s

Port Gibson Daily Southern Reveille, 1858-1859.
court’s office, tort Gibson", Mississippi.

clerk of

Port Gibson Herald, 1848-1845, 1848-1851, 1856-1858.
of court’s office, Port Gibson, Mississippi.

Clerk

Port Gibson Southern Reveille, 1858-1854, 1856-1859.
of court’s office, Port (jlbson, Mississippi.

Clerk

Richmond Dally Dispatoh, 1901.
Richmond Daily gnqulrer, 1861-1867.
Richmond Weekly inquirer, 1661-1868.

816
Rodney (Mississippi) southern Telegraph, 1837 (incomplete
files).
Rodney (Mississippi) Standard, 1837*1838 (Incomplete files).
San Antonio Dally Herald, April, 1866-May, 1866.
San Antonio Herald, December, 1864-Sept ember, 1863 (incom
plete fileSTI
Shreveport Army and Navy Messenger, 1864-1865 (incomplete
files)•
Shreveport Daily News, April, 1861-November, 1861. Louisiana
State University Has a complete file of this paper for
the years 1861 to 1866. It was published as a dally,
semiweekly, and weekly during the period of the war.
Shreveport Semi-weekly News, November, 1861-November, 1862;
November, 1063-february, 1864; March, 1865-May, 1865.
Shreveport Southwestern, August, 1860-January, 1862; June,
1865-December, 1867 (incomplete files). University of
Texas has the most complete file of this paper for the
period of the war.
Shreveport Weekly News, April, 1861-November, 1861;
February, 1863-June, 1865; March, 1864-June, 1865.
St. Augustine (Texas) Red Lander, 1842.
Library.

University of Texas

St. francisville Feliciana Democrat, 1856-1059, Made avail
able by the kindness of BrTTSIrTe Robinson, St. Francis
ville, Louisiana.
St. Francisville Feliciana Sentinel, 1885. Made available
by the kindness of Mr.SlrieRoblnson, St. Francisville,
Louisiana.
Vicksburg Dally Whig, 1846-1880.
Vicksburg Sentinel and Exposition, 1844.
Vicksburg Tri-Weekly Sentinel, 1848-1850, 1851-1852 (incom
plete filesTT"
Vicksburg Weekly Sentinel, 1846-1847, 1850-1851 (incomplete
files).
Vicksburg Weekly Whig, 1842, 1847-1848 (incomplete files),
Washington Post, 1901,
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Washington (Arkansas) Telegraph, 1865 (Incomplete files).
Ohivarsity of Texas Library.
West Baton Rouge Capitolian Via-a-Vis, 1658*1654
files). Louisiana state tETversiiy library.

(incomplete

West Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, 1656*1868, 1666*1870,
Woodville (Mississippi) Republican, 1653*1664 (incomplete
files). Department of Archives and History, Jackson,
Mississippi.

PAMPHLETS

Allen, Henry W , , Address of Governor Henry W. Allen to the
Legislature o f t E e State of Louisiana, January 85~l6^4,
Delivered at""ghrevepori (SEreveporb, 1864), Howard
Memorial LTErary.
Annual Report of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas
Railroad Company, April 1 , 1857 (fiatonftdugeTT657V.
Annual Report of the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas
RailroaflJompany (8aton Rbuge, 1866).
Annual Report of the Baton gouge, Grosse Tete, and Opelousas
Railroad Company (Baton Rouge, I860).
Annual Report of the Geological Survey of Louisiana to the
(general Assembly^ Rew Orleans, 1671).
Bullard, Henry Adams, Discourse before the Historical Society,
January 13, 1836 (New Orleans, 1886), Library of Congress,
Favrot, Henry M., Address on the Military Career of Governor
Henry Watkins Allen on tEe Occasion or the Reception of
his Remains and Transfer of MohumentTrEcted to m s
gemo r y "gaEorTgoukeT T u Iyi; I B S F ’(RaToiTRougeT 1885).
Gayarre, Charles, Address to the People of the State on the
Late Frauds Perpetrated at'~'tlie“l!lect'lon Held bn the~VtE~
of November, 1653, in "the city of"'Sew' brleaiisTNew Orleans,
isssr:------ --------------------Louisiana Soldiers' Relief Association and Hospital in the
City of Richmond, Virginia (Richmond, 186 S) . Louisiana
8tateHJnivers 11y Library.
Official Report Relative to the conduct of Federal Troops in
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Western Louisiana During the Invasions of 1863 and 1864,
Compiled from sworn ‘testimony," tfnderDirection ofHenry
Watkins Alien."'SEevepori, April, 1865 (Shreveport, I M S ).
Copy available in Louisiana state xJnlversity Library*
There is a reprint of this pamphlet {Baton Rouge, 1939).
Robertson, Thomas Chinn, Battle of Shiloh from a southern
Stand-Point: A Letter lrftten~Tohis Mot Her when a Soldier
Boy tWited Daughters of the confederaoy, fiaton Rouge,

1512).
Report of committee on Lands and Levees in Answer to Petition
of Iberville Citizens Praying for 'the closing'oJTBayou
Plaouenine (Baton Rouge, 1558). Howard Memorial Library.
Report of the special committee of the New Orleans Academy
of Sciences .7 .on the"Importance of a Geological and
Scientific Survey of the 3tafe~o?~Louisiana (Baton Rouge,
1836)»
'
Trial of Henry W. Allen, U. S. Deputy Marshal, for Kidnapping,
wTtEHArguments of Counsel""Bind charge of "Justice Marvin,
on theConstltuTTonality rof 'the fugitive Slave Law, in
lEe Supreme court" of H e w York'TSyraouse, 1882)'. l i b r a r y
ofCongress.
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Alexander, lames w., The Life of Archibald Alexander, First
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Yofk7"THE4TT ------------ --------------- ---- ----------Allen, Henry W . , The Travels of a Sugar Planter or, Six
Months in Europe (New fork, lB6l)7
Blesslngton, I. P., The Campaigns of Walker*a Texas Division
by a private soldier,v f l i e w York ,"1575 H ---------------Boggs, William R., Military Reminiscences of General W. R.
Boggs, C. S. A. (The tfohn' Lawson Monographs of 'the** *~
'trinity”*college Historical Society, Durham, 1913).
Clarice, H. C., Diary of the War for Separation; A Daily
Chronicle of the PrTncTpaTTlvent3~and history”*of the
present Revolution to which is added notes and*T5es or iptions
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Reminiscences and Recollections.. .^Also a Reprrnt of
sheihy»s fapedlTEIon to Mexlo o an Uhwr Itten Leaf of"T h e
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Fulkerson, H. S., Random Recollections of Early Days In
Mississippi (nbkS¥urg7”TeS5T'. Cbpy^valTtBlTtn TEe
bounty library, Port Gibson, Mississippi. There is a
reprint of this with an introduction and biographical
sketch of the author by P. L. Rainwater (Baton Rouge,
1936).
Luis, Blaslo Jose, Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico; Memoirs of
His Private secretary... (New Haven,*"193371
Noll, Arthur Howard, General E. Kirby Smith (Sewanee, 1907).
Taylor, Richard, Destruction and Reconstruction: Personal
Experiences of the Late WaFTNew fork, 1879),
Terrell, Alexander Watkins, From Texas to Mexico and the
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Williams, Alford M . , Sam Houston and the War of Independence
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DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS

American Annual cyclopedia and Register of Important Events
o?T5e “Tear" 1561 (Nbw T orET I S W J T ------- -------------Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana*.., 2 vols.
(Chicago, 18927"!
Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Northwest Louisiana...
(Chicago, 1890T:
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in 1849-50 (New OrleanslBFoy * Tfhie report was published
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Cullum, George w . , Biographical Register of officers and
Graduates of the Unite! States Military Academy, 7 vols*
T W w "tork^ e W ^ T O J T ---------------- --------Davis, Walter B . , and Durrie, Daniel s . . An Illustrated
History of Missouri comprising its History from t1£e~first
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Stephen, Leslie, Lee, Sidney, and Weaver, J. R. H. (ads.),
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Alumni (Lynchburg, 1920).
Perrin, William H., Southwest Louisiana Biographical and
Historical (New Orleans, 1891}.
Rowland, Dunbar, Mississippi, 4 vols. (Atlanta, 1907),
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