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in his deeds. Man then, as a maker of
Culture gives witness to their very
humanness .*?

What is this Christian culture with which Wojtyla
concludes his theory for economic justice? It is not a
call for homogeneity, or cultural "sameness" in any regard.
The diverse ethnic and national identities contained within
the Church community, along with an evaluation of
Christianity and its role in the making of culture, ensures
this. In fact, there can never be in Christian doctrine
any specific or ideal vision of the world or of a social
entity: "To expect [that] leads to ontological heresy,
according to which, that which is particular in the realm
of human life can be limited to that which is general and
universally bound forever, and therefore what is particular
would, in fact, be that which is general and can be
expressed in norms."®’ Wojtyla's prescription for the
economic failings of the world involves a search for
justice consistent with the dignity of the human person, an
ambiguous endeavor.

In the end, Wojtyla returns to the mystery of
existence that initiated the anthropological question. It
is easy to understand why Max Scheler's notion of "world
openness" would attract Wojtyla so early in his career.
Scheler is reacting to the same reality that the Catholic

Church has known for two millennia: there is no adequate

Wojtyla, Sign of Contradiction. 128.
»Wojtyla, The Dignity of Man as a Person: Essays on

. 13.
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and exclusive vision of Christian reality. If there is no
absolute Christian culture, can there be a Christian
economic plan? An affirmative response to that question is
possible only when the plan is, itself, filled with the
same sort of world openness. That is why Wojtyla insists
upon including salvation as a crucial element in his third
way. That is why this economic plan is quite capable of
functioning in any cultural context, and why the third way
can be reformed to meet the demands of a unique experience,
even over the objections of this Pope. That is why most
claims of hypocrisy are more likely efforts to incorporate
this Pope and the Catholic Church into supporting a
particular culture, or welfare plan, or statement regarding
population control. In the Pastoral "Constitution of the
Church in the Modern World," the following ideas are
presented which illustrate this point:

Living in various circumstances during the
course of time, the Church, too, has used in
her preaching the discoveries of different
cultures to spread and explain the message
of Christ to all nations, to probe it and
more and more deeply understand it, and to
give it better expression in liturgical
celebrations and in the life of the
diversified community of the faithful. But,
at the same time, this Church, sent to all
peoples of every time and place, is not
bound exclusively and indissolubly to any
race or nation, nor to any particular way of
life or customary pattern of living, ancient
or recent. PFaithful to her own tradition
and, at the same time conscious of her
universal mission, she can enter into
communion with various cultural modes, to
her own enrichment and theirs too.’*

14

the Modern World, " (Gaudium et Spes), 264.

“vatican Council II., "Constitution of the Church in
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Wojtyla wishes to create a certain shared solidarity
based upon a common human condition. He insists upon the
alteri incompmerniabilis, the intrinsic condition of
existence, that is the base of human solidarity and proper
economic behavior. The problem is that the world is now
more than ever before conflicted between the mystery of
human teleology, salvation, and the reality in which we
live. Wojtyla believes that: "It is the drama of man who
is deprived of an essential dimension of his being, namely
his search for the infinite."’® He believes it is
possible to speak both of the universal transcendent
reality that does not change and the relative demands of
justice in the world, which may require different
understandings of that immutable transcendent reality.

Is this dissonance between the reality of contemporary
society and human nature a condition that can be corrected?
The response to that question lies in the mystery of
revelation, but Wojtyla believes it can be addressed.
Exactly how that happens gets to the heart of Wojtyla's and
the Church's vision for the world. Time and time again
Wojtyla's economic writings expose a Christocentric
eschatology. The Incarnation can f£ill the void originated
by original sin and exacerbated by human folly.

God entered the history of humanity and, as
a man, became an actor in that history,
one of the thousands of millions of human
beings but at the same time unique! Through

the Incarnation, God gave human life the
dimension that he intended man to have from

**John Paul II, Encyclical Letter (Redemptor Hominis),

7%1.
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the first beginning: he has granted the
dimension definitively--in the way that is
peculiar to him alone, in keeping with his
eternal love and mercy, with the full
freedom of God--and he has granted it also
with the bounty that enables us, in
considering the original sin and the whole
history of the sins of humanity, and in
considering the errors of the human
intellect, will and heart, to repeat with
amazement the words of the sacred liturgy:
"O happy fault which gained us so great a
redeemer! "*¢

Wojtyla believes that modernity is particularly in
need of the Incarnation. Contemporary society, and the
people in it, have succumbed to technological progress:
"The man of today seems ever to be under threat from what
he produces, that is to say from the result of the work of
his hands and, even more so, of the work of his intellect
and the tendencies of his will."®” Only when the road to
God is reclaimed will the pessimism and the economic
brutality so evident across the world recede. And,
according to Wojtyla, the only way to overcome these self-
willed obstacles is first to restore and then to protect
"the fundamental equality and the dignity of man."**

Thus, we are brought full circle. As Wojtyla's
philosophical anthropology and Christian personalism
initiated an ethical evaluation of economic behavior, so
now does the inclusion of that economic plan into a

Christocentric eschatological culture bring us back to

*Ibid., 72.
Ibid

**John Paul II, "Development and solidarity: Two Keys
to Peace", L'Obsservatore Romano, 22-29 December 1986.
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personalism. It is impossible to attempt a synthesis of
Wojtyla's writings on economic justice without coming to
terms with the personalistic norm. The idea itself defies
precise conceptualization, except to insist upon its

ambiguity and the resulting quest for truth in experience.

Nonetheless, Wojtyla tirelessly encourages all of
humanity to embark upon this quest. He claims from the
start of his pontificate in the address Urbi et Orbi (to
the city and to the world), "Be not afraid!"™ He enforces
this notion in a book written sixteen years later: "Of
what should we not be afraid? We should not fear the truth

about ourselves."®®

**John Paul II, Crossing the Threshold of Hope, "The
Pope, A Scandal and a Mystery," 5.
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