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ABSTRACT
Emily Somebody is a chamber opera in three acts that tells the story of the friendship between
the American poet Emily Dickinson and the man that would become her first editor, Mr. Thomas
Higginson. This story, for me, is ultimately about a poet (or an artist) in the process of finding
not only her own voice but also discovering what poetry and art mean to her, in the most genuine

way, and standing up for these beliefs and values.

All the lyrics used in this work are from Emily Dickinson’s poems and letters exchanged

between her and Mr. Thomas Higginson.
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PROGRAM NOTES
Emily Dickinson, soprano
Thomas Higginson, tenor

Ensemble: Flute (and piccolo), violin, cello, piano, conductor.

FIRST ACT

Ambherst, Massachusetts. The 1860s. Emily Dickinson is in her room. She feels alone and
hopeless, away from the real world, without anyone to share her poetry with. Also, the Civil War
is at its most critical stage, making the country a hostile place to live. Inserted in this
environment she feels that her life has reached a dead end.

However, reading the newspaper, she comes across an article by Thomas Wentworth
Higginson, a prominent writer and editor. His article is addressed to young poets, providing
inspirational and technical advice for the better writing of poetry. This article is enough to give
her hope and a new horizon to look forward to.

Reading the article Emily gazes at a new opportunity, and even though Thomas
Higginson have not properly encouraged any poet to write back to him, Emily Dickinson makes
a bold move and feels compelled to send him a letter presenting herself. Attached to the letter,

she sends some “sample” poems of her own.

SECOND ACT
This act depicts the correspondence exchange between Emily and Thomas Higginson.

When Higginson receives the first letter from Emily, he gets fascinated by her poetry and style,



and responds immediately, wanting to know more about this mysterious poet who writes such
enigmatic and powerful verses.

Little by little (or letter by letter) the image of Emily Dickinson becomes more clear, not
only for Thomas Higginson, but also for the audience. Through her letters, she explains who she
is and what poetry means to her. She considers herself an amateur, who has a lot to learn in terms
of poetry. Indeed, her goal with this correspondence exchange to Mr. Higginson is to have him as
a mentor or poetry teacher, a task that he refuses, since Emily, for him, is already a much greater

poet than he could ever be. However, he offers his friendship and poetic faithful complicity.

THIRD ACT

This act takes place in Amherst, Massachusetts, at Emily’s father’s house, 8 years after
the first correspondence between Emily and Thomas Higginson. After a long time and some
failed attempts, they finally meet in person in 1870.

This meeting seals a friendship that started years before through letters and mutual
admiration and ultimately helps Higginson and the audience to complete the enigmatic mosaic
Emily Dickinson still was even after many letters and poems exchanged. Here we witness a poet
who is sure about what poetry means to her and, even though she had never left her father’s
house, she could communicate and relate to others, as well as grow as a person, exclusively

through her verses.
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What is not covered in this work is that Emily and Higginson remained friends until her
death sixteen years after their first meeting. The worth of mention too is that Higginson was the
first editor of Emily’s poems after her death, a surprisingly tremendous literary success at the
time.

The book edited by Higginson contained some of Emily’s best poems and was the first
step toward her unquestionable acknowledgment as one of the most important poets in Western
literature.

Right before her first letter to Higginson, she could feel somehow that this first contact
would be of great importance. Somehow she could feel that this was a letter from her to the
world. And it was. Indeed, after her death, almost 30 years after this first letter, Thomas W.
Higginson would publish the first book containing her poetry. From then on the world would

meet Emily Dickinson.

vii



ACTI

The action takes place in Emily Dickinson’s room. Displayed on the stage there's a writing desk with a chair, a
quill-pen and lots of books, loose sheets and fascicles (handmade thread-tied chunks of sheets containing her

poetry).
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[Returning to the newspaper on the floor,
grabing it, staring at it with excitement/|
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[Runs to her desk, picks her
quill-pen and writes a letter...|
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ACT 2

Emily's and Higginson's writing desks are displayed on the stage. They are

placed opposite from each other with a bookshelf in the middle.
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Emily Dickinson

Thomas Higginson

Flute
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ACT 3

The action takes place in Emily's living room. Displayed on the stage are two
chairs and coffee table in the middle, late 19th century style. The chairs are
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[Emily Approaches Higginson
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VITA
Rodrigo Camargo is a Brazilian composer. He studied Composition (BM) at Rio de Janeiro
Federal University (UFRJ) with Marcos Nogueira and Liduino Pitombeira. His music has been
played at events such as Panorama da Musica Brasileira Atual (Brazilian contemporary music
panorama), Série Compositores, Bienal da Musica Brasileira Contemporanea, Atlantic Music
Festival and Penn State New Music Festival. His works have been performed by contemporary
music groups like Quinteto Lorenzo Fernandez, Quarteto Kalimera, Orquestra de Sopros da
UFRIJ (UFRJ Wind Ensemble) Homegrown Music Ensemble and Orquestra Filarmonica SCAR.
In 2022 he released his first EP “5 Poemas de Fernando Pessoa” on streaming platforms. This
was followed by the early 2023 release of “Two Duos”.
Rodrigo plans to receive his Masters degree in Composition at LSU in May 2023. He is from the

studio of Dr. Mara Gibson.
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