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Allison Manning was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She has been fascinated with
Jacques Cousteau and all things ocean from a very young age. Her third-grade career paper was
entitled “Marine Biology and Underwater Exploration.” She graduated from Silliman Institute in
1998. She received her Bachelor of Science in Biology from University of Louisiana at
Lafayette in 2005. In Lafayette, she worked on the molecular systematics of coral in Dr. Joseph
Neigel’s lab and in Dr. Scott France’s lab with Dr. Mercer Brugler. She became a NAUI
Divemaster in 2006 through Underwater Adventures in Baton Rouge. In 2009, Allison was
accepted into the Oceanography and Coastal Sciences program at Louisiana State University
working under Dr. Donald Baltz. She accomplished her childhood dream of studying marine
mammals and is presenting the work here. Allison is a candidate to receive a master’s degree in

May of 2019 and is moving to San Diego, California, to be near her first love.
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