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they were possible, would allow interventions into these 
problems.

Events outside the legal quarter are also fertile 
sources of scenic research. Such events as: suicide, school 
drop-outs, international armed aggression, and marital 
infidelity may be shown to be scenically influenced. Such 
findings would surely interest the social scientists.

In the study of events that are act, agent, agency, or 
purpose driven rather than scene driven, it would be useful 
to know whether the dominating pentadic element is due to a 
weak or unique scene or due to a particularly active 
pentadic element other than the scene, or due to both these 
conditions. Perhaps, in events that are not scenically 
driven, a pattern would emerge.

Final Reflections

There are many facets of the Rosenberg case scene that 
are similar to those of the late 1980s. There are several 
exigencies of the 1950s that are not present in the 1980s 
era; however, the possibility exists that the current scene 
could be fraught with similar danger and betrayal as was the 
Rosenberg case scene given unforseen circumstances. U.S. 
Justice Department officials and other American opinion 
leaders need to be conscious of the many problems faced as a 
result of the Rosenberg case so that repetition of these 
difficulties can be minimized.
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Notes

1
The Chief Judge, who commonly is the senior member of 

the court; the U.S. Attorney General; the U.S. Solicitor 
General; and the Directors of the C.I.A. and the F.B.I. can 
have significant influence in trial case assignments. While 
the Chief Judge is the only one who had direct influence in 
the Rosenberg case assignment, the others were likely 
influential. Such influence could be exerted by the timing 
of other cases, pre-trial publicity, and by professional 
pleading with the Chief Judge.

2
This assertion is based upon the lack of cited 

espionage/treason cases in the Reader's Guide to Periodical 
Literature and the Department of State Bulletin both of 
which seem to regularly report such cases.

3
This concept was discussed on the CBS TV show, 60 

Minutes with Mike Wallace as moderator in the Fall of 1987.
4
Based on an interview on the ABC TV show Nightline 

with Ted Koppel as moderator in February 1988.
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