Louisiana State University

LSU Digital Commons

LSU Master's Theses Graduate School

2009

The direction we grow

Reid Willis
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.Isu.edu/gradschool_theses

6‘ Part of the Music Commons

Recommended Citation
Willis, Reid, "The direction we grow" (2009). LSU Master's Theses. 3648.
https://digitalcommons.Isu.edu/gradschool_theses/3648

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at LSU Digital Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in LSU Master's Theses by an authorized graduate school editor of LSU Digital
Commons. For more information, please contact gradetd@Isu.edu.


https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_theses
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_theses?utm_source=digitalcommons.lsu.edu%2Fgradschool_theses%2F3648&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/518?utm_source=digitalcommons.lsu.edu%2Fgradschool_theses%2F3648&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_theses/3648?utm_source=digitalcommons.lsu.edu%2Fgradschool_theses%2F3648&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:gradetd@lsu.edu

THE DIRECTION WE GROW

A Thesis

Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of the
Louisiana State University and
Agricultural and Mechanical College
in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of
Master of Music

in

The School of Music

by
Reid Willis
B.M., Louisiana State University, 2007
December, 2009



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRUMENTATION. .. .ot e e e et e e e i
T KT e e v
AB S T R A C T .. e Y,
THE DIRECTION WE GROW.....ooii i e e 1
VT A e e s 56



INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

Flute (2)

Oboe (2)

English Horn
Clarinet in Bb (2)
Bassoon

Horn in F (2)
Trumpet in C (2)
Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
Triangle
Cymbal
Woodblock
Snare Drum
Tenor Drum
Bass Drum
Antique Cymbals
Chimes
Glockenspiel
Marimba
Vibraphone

Piano

Solo Soprano
SATB Choir

Violin |
Violin Il
Viola

Cello
Contrabass

Per cussion Key

Triangle Snare
-;x- Cymbal Woodblock Drum | )
- : - F - : 5

1 1
T



TEXT

Text taken fromAfter Finding the Dragon’s Streaby Heather Krogsgard.

we said they were like bones

the bones of the earth

pushing up from its soily nest growing
8 heads, 17 arms, 206 twigly fingers
and with its belly below, sucking
gritty water, they all stretch

out and reach up

the direction we grow

the place we instinctively look to

for a reason.

Signed Consent

May 27, 2009

To whom it may concern ,

T I is to inform that Reid Willis has my permission to use any portion or entirety of the

work - After fmding the dragon s stream."

Heather Krogsgard

—



ABSTRACT

The Direction We Grows a composition for orchestra, solo soprano,dradr. It
is a summation of the compositional knowledge Beeumulated throughout my
undergraduate and graduate programs at LSU. Hue peflects my compositional style,
which is characterized by rich melody and complgghm. With sweeping melodic
motives, climactic builds, and percussive colomtithe piece incorporates characteristics
of the Classical, Romantic, and Impressionisticicalperiods.

The piece is palindromic in structure. It buildoop simple, celestial one-note
motive and introduces new melodic patterns unfihdlly morphs into a steady,
percussive section. The section builds to a gcdinthx at the center of the piece, and
then falls back into another more tumultuous pesimessection. The tension releases as
the piece returns to the opening one-note motielodically and harmonically, the
piece is tonal, with frequent use of sevenths anths and occasional use of dissonant
chords and clusters in the percussive sections.

The style ofThe Direction We Grous a literal product of my work and
development as a composition student in the LSUcrepartment over the last six

years.
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VITA

Reid Williswas born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in April, 1985. He attended
St. Ceceliaelementary and middle school in Broussard, Louisiana, and graduated from
St. Thomas More high school in 2003. The following August he entered Louisiana State
University and graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Music degree. That year he also
entered the Louisiana State University Graduate School with afocusin music
composition. Hewill be receiving his Master of Music degree in December 2009. After

graduation, Reid plans on scoring movies and working with the visua arts.
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