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Natthida Petchampai was born in Phetchabun, Thailand. She is the daughter of Mr. 

Chinawitchya Petchampai and Mrs. Issarapron Suriyamart, and she is the middle sister of 

Natthapong Petchampai and Natthawut Petchampai. Natthida graduated with a bachelor of 

sciences in biochemistry at Kasetsart University in 2000, and enrolled in the master’s program in 

biochemistry at Mahidol University. After completing her Master’s degree in 2003, Natthida 

joined Center of Excellence for Shrimp Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, studying on a 

yellow head virus (YHV); a pathogen of the black tiger shrimp.  She later joined Armed Forced 

Research Institute of Medical Sciences (AFRIMS), working on a project involving dengue, a 

mosquito-borne viral disease affecting humans. During her time at AFRIMS she conducted 

research on detection and identification of the dengue virus from patient sera using reverse 

transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) and nested PCR.  Natthida became interested 

in the biology of vector-borne diseases and wanted to pursue a research career in the field. So, in 

2006 Natthida moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana to join Dr. Kevin Macaluso’s laboratory where 

she learned about the important role of arthropods as reservoirs and vectors for bacteria.In the 

spring of 2009 Natthida began her doctorate degree in the Department of Pathobiological 

Sciences, School of Veterinary Medicine, Louisiana State University under the guidance of Dr. 

Kevin Macaluso. Natthida completed her dissertation research and will graduate in May, 2013. 

After graduation Natthida will continue to pursue her research interests in the field of vector-

borne diseases in the United States. 

 

 

 

 


