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ABSTRACT

Symphony Number 7, the “Barthes Symphony,” was written in the Fall and Spring of
2014-2015. Symphony No.  is a five movement work written for full orchestra, additionally
including saxophones and a larger than average percussion section (including a larger than
average mallet percussion section). The piece is tonal, though it relies heavily on non-resolving
dissonances. The piece is abstract or non-programmatic, although, at the time of its conception,
its author was reading Roland Barthes’ Myhologies, and found several phrases in Barthes’ text
intriguing and fitting with the nature of the five movements. The piece lasts 26°59” in duration.

For chronological efficiency and economy, the composer originally intended the piece to
last about 20 minutes, and therefore conceptualized the symphony in two movements of equal
duration. The author’s model for this concept was Leonard Bernstein’s Symphony No. 1
(“Jeremiah”). However, as the piece came along, a five movement plan was implemented; the
symmetry of halves is still applicable (the first movement lasts 13°08,” while the next four
movements last 13°51”). The first movement utilizes a rough ABA’ form, with an introduction.
The introduction was influenced by Claude Debussy and Arnold Schénberg, in that it utilizes
gamelan-like instrumentation and klangfarbenmelodien. The A-section is based on a descen

The second movement is inspired by the scherzo movements of Beethoven’s string
quartets. It uses syncopation, and lilting waltz or ballet components. The third movement relies
heavily on sustained seconds, tremolos, and passacaglia basslines. It is tacet winds and
percussion, to give a drastic change in timbre. The fourth movement is a scherzo, and inspired
by Dmitri Shostakovich’s Allegro non troppo, from his Symphony No. 8. The final movement
uses a somber ostinato which draws from the Haydenesque theme of the first movement. Many
of the melodies are meant to sound highly improvisatory and virtuosic. This movement was also
inspired by Modest Mussorgsky’s Bydlo movement from his Pictures at an Exhibition.



INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

Flute /11

Oboe I/I1

English Horn

Clarinet in E-flat

Clarinet in B-flat I/II

Bass Clarinet (treble clef)

Bassoon I/IT

Contrabassoon

Soprano Saxophone I/II (Movement V ONLY)
Alto Saxophone I/II (Movement V ONLY)

Horn in F I/II
Trumpet in B-flat I/I
Trombone I/11/111
Tuba

Violin I/IT (I/II/III/IV Movement III ONLY)
Viola (I/IT Movement III ONLY)

Cello (I/II Movement III ONLY)

Double Bass (I/Il Movement III ONLY)

Percussion:

Crotales
Glockenspiel
Marimba (5 octave)
Vibraphone
Xylophone

Chimes
Timpani (4)

Snare Drum

Bass Drum (2)- doubled with Surdos (2)(Movement I ONLY, if available)
Tom-Toms

Crash Cymbals

Finger Cymbeals

Ride Cymbal

Sizzle Cymbal

Suspended Cymbals (2)

Hi-hat
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Percussion continued:

Anvil
Brake Drums (2)
Triangle

Gong
Tam-tam

Castanets
Claves
Cow Bell
Slapstick
Tambourine
Woodblock

Taiko Drums (2)(Movement I ONLY, if available)
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SYMPHONY NO. 1

I. LABARBAQUE

(transposed score)
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