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Appendix A: Institutional Review Board Approval Sheet 
A copy of the approval sheet from the Institutional Review Board for “Speech characteristics and 
Schizotypy.” This is an ongoing study that was started in January 2009. All participants from this 
dissertation were recruited as part of this protocol. 
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Appendix B: The Schizotypal Personality Questionnaire-Brief Revised 
The Schizotypal Personality Questionnaire-Brief Revised was administered to participants as 
part of an on-line screening to identify individuals with schizotypic features. 
 
 
Please indicate your level of agreement to the following items/questions using the following 
scale: 
 

0 1 2 3 4 
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly agree 
Definitely No No Neutral Yes Definitely Yes 

 
 
 

Item 
 
Do you sometimes feel that people are talking about you?  
Do you sometimes feel that other people are watching you?  
When shopping do you get the feeling that other people are taking notice of you?  
I often feel that others have it in for me.  
Do you sometimes get concerned that friends or co-workers are not really loyal or trustworthy?  
Do you often have to keep an eye out to stop people from taking advantage of you?  
Do you feel that you cannot get "close" to people.  
I find it hard to be emotionally close to other people  
Do you feel that there is no one you are really close to outside of your immediate family, or people you can confide in or talk to 
about personal problems?   
I tend to keep my feelings to myself.  
I rarely laugh and smile.  
I am not good at expressing my true feelings by the way I talk and look.  
Other people see me as slightly eccentric (odd).  
I am an odd, unusual person.  
I have some eccentric (odd) habits.  
People sometimes comment on my unusual mannerisms and habits.  
Do you often feel nervous when you are in a group of unfamiliar people?  
I get anxious when meeting people for the first time.  
I feel very uncomfortable in social situations involving unfamiliar people.  
I sometimes avoid going to places where there will be many people  because I will get anxious.  
Do you believe in telepathy (mind-reading)?  
Do you believe in clairvoyance ( psychic forces, fortune telling)?  
Have you had experiences with astrology, seeing the future, UFO's, ESP, or a sixth sense?  
Have you ever felt that you are communicating with another person telepathically (by mind-reading)?  
I sometimes jump quickly from one topic to another when speaking.  
Do you tend to wander off the topic when having a conversation?  
I often ramble on too much when speaking.  
I sometimes forget what I am trying to say.  
I often hear a voice speaking my thoughts aloud.  
When you look at a person or yourself in a mirror, have you ever seen the face change right before your eyes?  
Are your thoughts sometimes so strong that you can almost hear them?  
Do everyday things seem unusually large or small?  
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Appendix C: Communication Disturbances Index Modified Manual 
A modified manual for coding speech disturbances using the Communication Disturbances Index 
(CDI). Original manual written by Dr. Nancy Docherty. 
 

Communication Disturbances Index (CDI) Manual  
 

 The Communication Disturbances Index (CDI) attempts to classify instances of speech 
disturbance and separate them into six categories. In addition to gross disturbances, the CDI is 
designed to identify many subtle instances of disturbance. To this end, even nonpsychiatric 
controls should demonstrate low levels of speech disturbance. The goal in our laboratory will be 
to establish interrater reliability when applying CDI ratings to our transcribed speech samples. 
CDI ratings should be made using only the transcripts, you do not need to listen to the audio file 
to apply ratings. To find transcripts, go to Lab Projects > SPRL Projects > High Risk (Spring 07) 
> Narrative Data > Word Files Processed (High Risk 07) and select a narrative. When you have 
finished a narrative, please place your initials in accompanying slot in the CDI checklist. The 
CDI checklist can be found in the ‘Narrative Data’ folder alongside the word files. 
 
CDI Ratings- General 
 Communication disturbances are instances in which the intended meaning of a phrase or 
a word is unclear and that unclarity obscures the clarity of the larger communication. The key is 
that there is a loss of larger meaning. In other words, an unclear word or phrase is counted as 
disturbance when it obscures meaning from the statement where it occurs. Unclear words that are 
unimportant to the understanding are not counted. For example: 
 
I went up the mountain to look for some things 
In this sentence, ‘things’ is unclear and it makes the larger meaning of the sentence unclear, so it 
is counted. 
 
OK-He had gone to town to pick something up, so he wasn’t there when the call came. 
In this sentence, ‘something’ is unclear; however, it does not impair the overall meaning of the 
statement so it is not counted. 
 
Faulty grammar, structure, and word usage are not counted unless they obscure meaning. If they 
render the meaning unclear or ambiguous, or they give the rater significant pause before he/she 
ascertains the correct meaning, they are counted as disturbance. Instances of disturbance that are 
immediately corrected or clarified by the speaker are not counted. 
 
EXAMPLES: 
He was doing well in the beginning, but then he sort of abused his study habits. 
“Abused” is the wrong word choice here. You can be negligent or lax with your study habits, but 
you can’t abuse them. 
 
We seen Niagra Falls on both the American and Canarican side. 
“Seen” is okay because even though it is grammatically incorrect, it does not hinder meaning. 
However, “Canarican” should give you significant pause, before realizing that the participant 
means to say “Canadian”. “Canarican” should be counted. 



 
 

56 

 

 
OK-We saw Niagra Falls from both the American and Canarican, I mean Canadian, sides. 
In this instance, “Canarican” would not be counted as an instance of disturbance because it is 
immediately corrected by the participant and the correct phrase is used. 
 

Transcripts are rated by counting each instance of communication disturbance. Total 
words are calculated; however, since many instances of disturbance are multi-word phrases, they 
are only counted as one word. Total number of disturbances are then divided by this corrected 
word score to obtain overall CDI score. For example, let’s say you are rating a transcript that 
contains 109 words and that transcript has 2 instances of communication disturbance. One 
instance is a sentence that is structurally unclear and the entire ten word sentence is underlined as 
a case of communication disturbance. The other instance is one word long and is unclear because 
an ambiguous term is used. In this case, both the word one disturbance and the ten word 
disturbance would be counted as one word when determining CDI score. Here, you would divide 
2 (the number of disturbances) by 100 (the corrected word score after counting each instance of 
disturbance as one word) to obtain a Total CDI score of 2.0%.  

The basic unit is the unclear word or phrase, with phrases of several words being counted 
as one instance of disturbance. Disturbances will be classified into one of six categories, 
described below. An instance of disturbance can not be classified into multiple categories (i.e. 
only one category is assigned per disturbance). Interrater reliability on total CDI scores is 
relatively easy to obtain; however, agreeing on how to classify disturbances into categories is 
more difficult. Instructions for separating disturbances into categories will now be discussed. 
 
General Tips: 
If applicable, use the photographs when you're coding- this will probably cut down a little bit on 
instances of CD, especially in the Missing Information category. The only time you should not 
use the photographs is in the free recall narratives. 
 
Six Types of Disturbance. 
 

1. Vague References 
Vague references are words or phrases that are unclear because they are overinclusive. They 

should be scored only if their lack of specificity is important and significantly diminishes the 
meaning communicated. These types of disturbance often leave the listener with a questionable 
impression about the intended meaning rather than a clearly communicated meaning.  

 The most difficult discrimination to make is between vague references and ambiguous 
word meanings. The vague reference category is limited to nominal or pronominal words and 
phrases in which the major source of unclarity is overinclusiveness.  

The overwhelming majority (80-90%) that we will find will contain ‘things’ or ‘stuff’. Other 
examples: ‘There was a lot of stress when people talked about me’, ‘it’s a good show, they talk 
about anything and everything’, The ohm law is basically a law of powers’ 
 
EXAMPLES: 
I’m hoping they don’t get caught up in some of the ills of our life, of our society.  
In this example, it is not clear what ‘ills’ the speaker is referring to that are present in ‘our life’ or 
‘our society’. 
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We had to go to court and other bad things. 
It is unclear what ‘other bad things’ the speaker is referring to- are they talking about paying 
fines, being arrested, or did they have to do bad things separate from this court appearance like 
going to work afterward? It is impossible to know from this sentence. 
 
Special education helped me to obtain various levels of grades. 
This sentence is also structurally unclear; however, the main impediment to understanding is the 
vagueness of ‘various levels of grades’. 
 
We have all kinds of tools and stuff at our house. 
It is unclear what ‘and stuff’ means- does it refer to other building equipment or ‘things’ that are 
completely unrelated to fixing something. 
 
I like older houses, especially with those borders on the walls. 
‘Those’ does not clearly communicate to the reader what types of borders are on the walls. 
 
KEYS to determining Vague References: 

a. Unclear because of overinclusiveness 
b. Lack of specificity diminishes overall meaning 
c. Difference between Ambiguous Word Meanings is that Vague References are limited to 

nominal and pronominal words (“things”, “stuff”, etc.) 
 

2. Confused References 
Confused references are unclear because they can refer to one of at least two alternate 

referents and the correct choice isn’t obvious. Alternatives have usually been provided by the 
speaker, but it is not possible to determine which is correct. Confused references are counted if: 
a) it is impossible to be reasonably sure which referent is correct or b) it is only possible to be 
sure after some consideration. 

The most difficult discrimination is between confused references and ambiguous word 
meanings. With confused references, there are two or more alternatives and one is most likely 
the intended meaning. Ambiguous word references are not clearcut or referents have not been 
previously presented by the speaker. Confused references are usually nominal or pronominal. 
In most cases, the term ‘we’, if coded, is an Ambiguous Word Meaning. However, ‘we’ may 
occasionally (10-20% of the time) ‘we’ be a confused reference. For example, if two different 
groups were mentioned (aunt, uncle, cousins), it is possible that we could be a confused 
reference. For instance: ‘While they went to work, we went to get food.’ (both would be coded as 
C). 
 
EXAMPLES: 
My son has two children and my daughter has three. The kids have counted on me for a lot. 
Which kids? His son and daughter, his son’s kids, his daughter’s kids, or all of the 
grandchildren? The correct answer is most likely one of these three referents provided by the 
speaker, but it is difficult to determine which of these three they are referring to.  
 
The cat reminds me of the cat in the Edgar Allen Poe story except it’s not black. 
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Which cat isn’t black? The cat in the story or the cat that is being referred to. 
 
Take the clock, for instance. You got ten, twelve on it, you got other numbers on it, you got a 
volume button on it, it go up and down. 
‘It’ (the final one) is unclear; it could refer to the clock, the volume button, or another part of the 
clock. 
 
KEYS to determining Confused References: 

a. Unclear because these refer to one of at least two alternate referents. 
b. The alternate referents have been previously provided by the speaker, but it is unclear 

which the speaker is referring to. 
c. Difference between Ambiguous Word Meanings is that with Confused References there 

are two or more alternatives, whereas the number of possible referents are unlimited with 
ambiguous word references. 

 
 

3. Missing Information References 
Missing information references assume that the listener has prior information that he or she 

does not have and should not be expected to have. With our samples, missing information 
references will be common since participants often describe a photo without giving background. 
Unqualified references to persons, places or things not previously presented by the speaker and 
unknown to the listener are classified here.  This category includes comparative references for 
which the basis of comparison is not implicitly clear and has not been made clear by the speaker. 

In some cases the meaning of the utterance is reasonably clear upon consideration, but it 
lacks the redundancy that normally facilitates comprehension. 

Remember to use the photo. If the reference can be derived from the photo, it should NOT be 
coded. So, if the speaker said “I don’t like doing using these types of tools” and there is a picture 
of a wrench, it would not be coded as Missing. MIR is probably the toughest category to get a 
handle on and we’ll work through whatever problems you may have. 
 
EXAMPLES: 
They let George go home, so why not me? (no previous mention of George) 
 
I don’t like cats very much. It’s  pretty gross. 
If what ‘it’s’ refers to is not mentioned, it is impossible to know what this is in reference to. 
 
I want to move out of New Haven and they won’t let me leave. 
If there is not prior mention of “they”, it is not possible to figure out who they are. 
 
In my mind I saw the Blessed Virgin Mary sitting on top of the concrete plaza 
in the back yard.  I fought her off ...and I went back to sleep.    
‘Back’ is counted because the speaker never mentioned having been asleep before. This example 
is more subtle than the others. The use of ‘the concrete plaza’ conveys that there was a concrete 
plaza in the back yard, but the use of ‘the’ implies that the speaker believes the listener already is 
aware of the existence of the plaza.  Similarly, the use of ‘back to sleep’ conveys the information 
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that the speaker was previously asleep, but the implication is that this was already known by the 
listener 
 
KEYS to determining Missing Information References: 

a.  When the reader assumes that the listener has previous knowledge that they do not have, 
nor should they be expected to have. 

b. Unqualified references to subjects not previously mentioned belong in this category. 
 

4. Ambiguous Word Meanings 
These include instances in which a word or phrase has more than one possible meaning and 

is used in such a way that the intended meaning is uncertain. This does not include instances in 
which it seems that the wrong word has been chosen (Wrong Word References), but rather the 
word or phrase used could have a number of different meanings in its current context, and the 
correct meaning is not obvious. Pronouns with unknown referents are also included in this 
category unless there are clearcut alternative possible referents, in which case it would be 
classified as a confused reference. 

Most instances of unclarity contain ambiguous words or phrases; therefore, if instances of 
unclarity do not meet criteria for any of the other categories, they are likely to be classifiable 
here.  Any parts of speech may be rated as ambiguous words. 

Back to the ‘we’ disturbances mentioned in the CR category. ‘We’ coded if there is no 
previous mention of who ‘we’ might be. For example, the phrase ‘My brother and I like football. 
We watch it a lot’ wouldn’t be coded because ‘we’ refers to the speaker and their brother. Other 
examples of AWM are clichéd sayings like ‘live life to the fullest’, where a specific meaning 
can’t be derived. Here are some more examples of AWM: ‘My Grandma died… when she went, 
I broke down. I had a nervous breakdown, crying all the time.’, You have to deal with yourself, 
because sometimes I get depressed’, ‘My problems began after my father died. I was hurled into 
the mental health field by psychologists and counselors.’ 
EXAMPLES: 
I hope my GPA doesn’t inhibit me from being accepted into graduate school. 
Here, ‘inhibit’ is a word that has multiple meanings and the most commonly associated meaning 
does not work. While an alternative meaning might work here, it is a confusing word choice.  
 
 
These people don’t belong on Earth. God will get them. 
What is meant by ‘get’ them? Similar to confused reference, except here there are an unlimited 
number of possible meanings. 
 
We used to party a lot. 
If speaker does not provide a referrant to ‘we’. This is a common ambiguous word meaning. One 
exception is if the person is married and you determine that they are referring to this dyad. In this 
case, ‘we’ is not counted. 
 
I’m all natural and don’t hang in crowds. 
‘Natural” is unclear here and could possibly work, but there is probably a better alternative word 
that would clarify the sentence. 
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KEYS to determining Ambiguous Word Meanings: 
a.  These include instances in which a word or phrase has more than one possible meaning 

and is used in such a way that the intended meaning is uncertain. 
b. Most categories have unclarity; therefore, this is a rule out category. Before determining 

a disturbance is an ambiguous word meaning, rule out Vague References, Confused 
References, or Wrong Word References. 

 
 

5. Wrong Word References 
This refers to when a seemingly incorrect word or phrase is used. Wrong word references go 

beyond awkwardness of usage.  The words are not being used according to any of their possible 
correct definitional meanings, or else they seem to be used in the place of other identifiable more 
appropriate words (and often but not always resemble those words phonetically). 

These can be confused with ambiguous word meanings. The difference is that with 
ambiguous word meanings, a word may be confusing because of multiple meanings; in the case 
of wrong word references, the meaning is incorrect using any definition. These also resemble 
structural unclarities. If the unclarity can be pinpointed to a single word or phrase and 
substituting another word in place would correct the disturbance, then it is a wrong word 
reference. If there are several words or the structure of the sentence causes confusion, it is a 
structural unclarity. This category will probably have the lowest frequency considering most of 
our participants are high functioning. 

Here is a previous example (in the AWM section) that demonstrates the difference between 
AWM and WWR. Ex. ‘My problems began after my father died. I was hurled into the mental 
health field by psychologists and counselors.’ The difference being that ‘hurled’(coded AWM)  
could possibly work but this isn’t the best use of the word, while ‘field’ (coded WWR) is 
completely wrong (it implies she became a psychologist or psychiatrist). 
 
 
EXAMPLES: 
I used to sit in the café, have something to eat, and just glare out into the night. 
In this instance, ‘glare’ is incorrect. The speaker probably meant to say ‘stare’. 
 
He was doing well in the beginning, but then he sort of abused his study habits. 
Here is an example used earlier. “Abused” is the wrong word choice. You can be negligent or lax 
with your study habits, but you can’t abuse them. 
 
My mother and father wasn’t together… but it didn’t hinder my likeness for her. 
Here, the speaker probably meant to say ‘like’ and not ‘likeness’. ‘Likeness’ makes the sentence 
unclear.  
 
In this photo, I can see a somewhat manicured background consisting of a beautiful lake. 
In this sentence, ‘manicured’ is incorrect. ‘Pastoral’ might be what the speaker meant. 
 
KEYS to determining Wrong Word References: 
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a.  These include instances in which a word is not being used according to any of the 
possible correct definitional meanings, or else it seems to be used in the place of other 
more appropriate words 

b. Wrong Word References often are phonetically similar to the intended words. 
c. They differ from Ambiguous Word Meanings in that none of their alternative definitions 

would work correctly. They are all incorrect. 
d. These differ from Structural Unclarities in that Wrong Word References are single words 

or phrases that are incorrect, as opposed to a breakdown in the structure of the sentence. 
 

6. Structural Unclarities 
Instances in which meaning is unclear due to a breakdown or inadequacy of language 

structure. This includes grammatical errors that impair meaning and incomprehensible 
statements that lack sentence structure. Common disturbances found here are semantically 
unworkable combinations of words (ex. I thought I was going to live forever because of the sun, 
the horizon of the sun. ) where the sentence is not grammatically incorrect, but it is a 
semantically unworkable combination of words. This can also be a confusing category; there are 
quite a few judgment calls about what is or is not unclear. 
 
EXAMPLES: 
I got a sister in Buffalo, New York. I’ve been there… must have been about twice since I was up 
there. 
‘Twice since I was up there’ does not make sense; what was about ‘twice’ ? 
 
Either I do custodial work. 
Again, this a grammatically incorrect sentence that does not make sense. It is basically a word 
salad. 
 
It looks wet, like it might have just lost it’s eye. 
These are two separate thoughts that should not be placed together or if they do make sense, 
should be explained more thoroughly. 
 
 
I’ve been in three or four weddings… they’ve been fun, but I don’t know, it’s a big deal. 
The speaker is probably trying to convey that weddings are a big deal and they have had fun 
being in three or four weddings. However, the way this sentence is worded makes it hard to 
decipher that meaning and gives significant pause. 
 
KEYS to determining Structural Unclarities: 

a.  Unclear due to a breakdown or inadequacy of language structure. 
b. Grammatically incoherent sentences fit here. 
c. Grammatically correct sentences were meaning cannot be determined also belong in this 

category. 
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SAMPLE  
Um, this picture makes me happy I guess because I really like, I really enjoy reading um even 
though I’m not an English major I prefer English reading over anything else. Um, my aunt said I 
started learning to read at the age of three which like the earliest one in the family I don’t know 
why I just enjoy reading. Um, I read almost, um, I enjoy story books like a mystery books. I read 
Japanese mystery books, English mystery books, and Chinese. Um, this cabinet. Doesn’t make 
me feel I don’t feel anything about the cabinet, it’s just it looks kind of like my little cabinet at 
home. Um, it’s about this size too. Um, mine, my small little small cabinet like this at home I use 
to keep is, I keep it next to my chair that’s where I use to keep my little um nap books in there. 
Or sometimes I fall asleep on my couch and this cabinet is like right next to my couch my little 
chair so like um. This picture reminds me um I don’t like this picture that much but it’s not I 
don’t hate it that much either I just don’t like the dark.  I’m afraid of dark blood anything like 
that. Um, this picture reminds me kind of like a pub I don’t know I’ve never been to one my 
parents doesn’t like me going out late after nine so I haven’t been anywhere dark like that so. 
Um, especially they don’t like me going out like to pubs so this kind of reminds me of a pub. 
Um, why is there, oh I seen those many times. My dad uses them he um before my dad my 
brother who’s like only six before he had him he always wanted a boy I was the second child in 
the family he always treat me like a boy so every time when he do something like this, cutting 
wires or stuff he always calls me and it’s really scary because he expects me to know the names 
of like each thing he use. Um, and right  now I still don’t know most of the names of the 
equipment he uses. Um, I feel happy to see a towel because towels make me I guess think of like 
warm you know. Um, I um, that’s my color that’s my sister’s color she kind of like this color 
towel, I prefer purple though. Um, now it makes me want to take a bath right now I’m so gross. 
Um, what else? A towel, let’s see. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

63 

 

SAMPLE 1 Breakdown 
Um, this picture makes me happy I guess because I really like, I really enjoy reading um even 
though I’m not an English major I prefer English reading over anything else.  
‘Anything else’ should be coded as a Vague Reference. This description is overinclusiveness and 
assumes the reader knows what ‘anything else’ refers to. Since ‘anything’ is a nominal phrase it 
is coded as Vague Reference as opposed to Ambiguous Word Reference. 
 
OK-Um, my aunt said I started learning to read at the age of three which is like the earliest one 
in the family I don’t know why I just enjoy reading.  
Here, ‘the earliest one’ is poor grammatically; however, it can easily be determined that what is 
meant is the earliest or youngest ‘person’ in the family that could read. 
 
OK-Um, I read almost, um, I enjoy story books like a mystery books.  
This sentence is poor grammatically, but the speaker corrects themselves immediately. 
 
I read Japanese mystery books, English mystery books, and Chinese.  
This is a tough one. It appears to me that the speaker means ‘Chinese mystery books’, but they 
could easily mean that they can read the language. I felt like this sentence gave me significant 
pause and coded it as a Confused Reference since there are two possible options, 
 
OK-Um, this cabinet. Doesn’t make me feel I don’t feel anything about the cabinet, it’s just it 
looks kind of like my little cabinet at home. Um, it’s about this size too. Um, mine, my small little 
small cabinet like this at home I use to keep is, I keep it next to my chair that’s where I use to 
keep my little um nap books in there. Or sometimes I fall asleep on my couch and this cabinet is 
like right next to my couch my little chair so like um.  
‘This cabinet’ is questionable since two cabinets are mentioned in the passage: the one in the 
photo and the one the speaker owns. However, since the speaker has been describing their 
cabinet at home in the previous sentence, I did not feel this caused enough of a pause to 
constitute coding it as a Confused Reference. 
 
This picture reminds me um I don’t like this picture that much but it’s not I don’t hate it that 
much either I just don’t like the dark. 
This sentence is a grammatical mess. I feel like the transition from how much the speaker does 
not like the picture to them disliking the dark comes out of nowhere and gives enough pause to 
code this as a Structural Unclarity. 
 
I’m afraid of dark blood anything like that. 
The phrase ‘anything like that’ is overinclusive and would usually be coded as either Vague or 
AWM; however, the speaker did not have a chance to explain what this meant due to the photo 
changing so I chose not to code this. 
 
Um, this picture reminds me kind of like a pub I don’t know I’ve never been to one my parents 
doesn’t like me going out late after nine so I haven’t been anywhere dark like that so. 
While ‘my parents doesn’t like me going out late’ is poor grammar, it does not hinder meaning. 
However, ‘dark like that’ could mean to a pub, to the ‘pub’ depicted in this photo (CANSI.7180), 
or somewhere dark like in the photo. This should be coded as a Confused Reference.  
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Um, especially they don’t like me going out like to pubs so this kind of reminds me of a pub. Um, 
why is there, oh I seen those many times.  
There is not enough information provided to understand what ‘those’ refers to; however, if you 
use the photo (CANSI.7056), it is obvious that the speaker is talking about the bolt cutters. 
 
My dad uses them he um before my dad my brother who’s like only six before he had him he 
always wanted a boy I was the second child in the family he always treat me like a boy  
‘Them’ refers to the bolt cutters again.  ‘who’s like six before he had him’ is a poorly 
constructed phrase that I had to read several times to determine that the reader was probably 
trying to communicate that their father was six and wanted a boy until he had the reader’s 
brother. Due to the difficulty in determining the meaning, I coded this as a Structural Unclarity. 
 
so every time when he do something like this, cutting wires or stuff he always calls me and it’s 
really scary because he expects me to know the names of like each thing he use.  
‘something like this’ is okay because it is corrected to ‘cutting wires’. ‘or stuff’ is filler and does 
not hinder meaning as it is not the subject of the sentence (if it said ‘cutting stuff’ it would be 
Vague). However, ‘each thing’ is overinclusive. Does it mean ‘each tool’? It is impossible to 
know. This should be coded as a Vague Reference. 
 
Um, and right  now I still don’t know most of the names of the equipment he uses. Um, I feel 
happy to see a towel because towels make me I guess think of like warm you know. Um, I um, 
that’s my color that’s my sister’s color she kind of like this color towel, I prefer purple though.  
The speaker never provides the information needed to know what this color the towel is but you 
can easily see it the color if you use the photo (CANSI.7002) . This should not be coded.  
 
OK-Um, now it makes me want to take a bath right now I’m so gross. Um, what else? A towel, 
let’s see. 
This sentence is fine, as the speaker is cut off at the end. 
 
Corrected words (total words in parentheses)- 418 (433) 
TOTAL CDI Score (frequency in parentheses)- 6 (1.44%) 
Vague References- 2 (0.48%) 
Confused References- 2 (0.48%) 
Missing Information References- 0 (0%) 
Ambiguous Word References- 0 (0%) 
Wrong Word References- 0 (0%) 
Structural Unclarities- 2 (0.48%) 
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Appendix D: Category Fluency Test 
The scoring sheets and instructions for collecting category fluency data. 

Category Fluency Task 
 

Say: Now I’d like you to tell me the names of all the different kinds of animals you can think of. 
I’ll give you one minute to come up with as many as you can. Ready? 

 

Animals 
 

1.             20. 
 
2.             21. 
 
3.             22. 
 
4.             23. 
 
5.             24. 
 
6.             25. 
 
7.             26. 
 
8.             27. 
 
9.             28. 
 
10.             29. 
 
11.             30. 
 
12.             31. 
 
13.             32. 
 
14.             33. 
 
15.             34. 
 
16.             35. 
 
17.             36. 
 
18.             37. 
 
19.             38. 
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Appendix E: Alternative Uses Test 
Laboratory protocol and a sample scoring sheet for Alternative Uses Test. 
 
RUNNING SUBJECTS: 
 
I. Consent forms, answering questions, etc. (Approx. 2 minutes) 
 
The Subject must sign 2 copies of the consent form prior to beginning the experiment. 
Give the subject 1 copy to take with them. 
 
 
Ia. Intro statement: 
 

“Thanks for agreeing to participate in this research. You will be asked to perform 
a few brief exercises and answer some questions on your own as well. This 
experiment should only take about 10 minutes of your time. Do you have any 
questions?”  

 
II. Brief Assessment of Creativity- Alternative Uses Tests (Approx. 8 minutes) 
 

“During this study, I’ll be asking you to complete a few exercises. I want you to try 
to come up with as many different uses as you can for a common household 
item. For example, if the object was a newspaper… you could use it for reading. 
You could also use it to swat flies, to line drawers in your cabinets, to make a 
paper hat, and so on. When you are ready, I will say the item and you say aloud 
as many possible uses as you can think of. You will have two minutes; try to think 
of as many possible uses for the item as you can for the full time. Ready?” 

 
• Present the three items (brick, pencil, paperclip) in the order they are listed in 

your particular packet. Allow two minutes for each item, then move to the next 
one by saying: 

 
“Next, I will say another common household item and, just like before, you will 
again give me as many different uses as you can think of for the item in two 
minutes. Ready?”  
 

• Once these exercises are completed, lead the participant outside to the testing 
lobby and allow them to complete the questionnaire and demographic sheet. 
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Alternative Uses Test 
 
 

Brick 
 

1. 
 
2.        
 
3.        
 
4.        
 
5.        
 
6.        
 
7.        
 
8.        
 
9.        
 
10.        
 
11.        
 
12.        
 
13.        
 
14.        
 
15.        
 
16.        
 
17.        
 
18.        
 
19.        
 
20.        
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