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something new to Louisiana politics. Perhaps the New
Orleans Republican summed up the matter of corruption in
Louisiana during Reconstruction best when it replied to an
attack from the New Orleans Bee (a Democratic journal) by
stating that "Corruption existed before the war, as now,
and the same amount of crime and rampant lawlessness bid
defiance to the administration of the laws. It did not
require the Radicals to introduce corrupt practices as
something new, for if the charges that were made by the
political parties that existed here in antebellum times,
against one another were true--and we are cognizant of the
truth of some of them--a very melancholy condition of
society existed here prior to the advent of Radicalism"'l7

Finally, the Louisiana scalawags were few in number.
The evidence indicates that only a tiny fraction of white
Louisianians allied with the Republican movement during
the era of Reconstruction. Only a small fragment of the
white voters favored the ratification of the Radical-
oriented constitution of 1868. And there is no indication
that the number of Southern white Republican voters in-
creased after 1868. Racism certainly prevented many £rom
voting with their black neighbors. And certainly terrorism
and social ostracism reduced the number of scalawags even
further. It was black Republican voters and Federal
New Orleans Republican, March 20, 1870.

17Ncw Orleans Republican, March 12, 1870.
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troopers that kept the Radical party in power in Louisiana.
The scalawags and carpetbaggers made up the leadership of
the Republican party in Louisiana; the blacks made up the
rank and file. Located primarily in New Orleans, Republican
leaders exercised little control in the countryside. They
were, in effect, a frail cockboat of white elitists bobbing

precariously on a sea of black votes.
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M.A. (1965) degrees at Saint Louis University, he taught
one year (1965-66) at St. Mary's High School in Saint Louis,
Missouri, and one year (1966-67) at the University of
Missouri at Saint Louis. In 1967 he began his doctoral
studies at Louisiana State University. In January of 1972
he was appointed an instructor of history and geography in
the Department of Social Sciences at Galveston College,
Galveston, Texas. In 1973 he was also appointed an adjunct
instructor of history at Texas A and M University's Moody
College of Marine Sciences and Maritime Resources
(Galveston) . During the academic year 1976-77 he was a
Leverhulme Fellow at the University of Keele, England. He

is married, and the father of a daughter and a son.
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