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Ccordova, prisoners as a result of our armed victory, as

criminals guilty of high treason and usurpation, to suffer

the death penalty in a military execution, to take place

tomorxow, in the Plaza Mayor.

w59

The diarist related that on the night of the four-

teenth, officials read the sentence to the three prisoners.

Three priests were present to hear their confessions. The

next day:

. « there were artillery pieces at the four corners
of the plaza, the soldiers with smoldering wicks ready
to fire the guns; there were sentinels on all of the
streets with oxders not to let anyone on the streets,
and to shoot if they were disobeyed. The Money House,
the Plazuela del Rayo, Merced Street, and Belén Street
were filled with guards. No one was permitted to come
out on his balcony or to open any door. Down the
street from the door of the old tavern, there were
placed three stools, each about three varas (yards)
from the other.

At nine in the morning, all the troops entered
the plaza. At 9:30, the prisoners were brought £from
the Money House, manacled and blindfolded. Their
confessors led them, saying prayers and solemn psalms.
They stood in the plaza and the sentence was read by
the town crier. The Lofficers] made them kneel before
the flags. Then they were securely strapped to the
stools. Nieto occupied the stool furthest up the
street, CoOrdova the one in the middle, and Sanz the
lowest. On a signal, the soldiers fired and the
prisoners died. Nieto and Cordova were carried in a
hearse to the Misericordia, and Sanz to the Convento
del Carmen, where he was buried,®0

As Sanz approached the revolutionary standards, he was

reported to have uttered these last words:

If these are the flags of my Xing, Fernando VII,
then give me the privilege of kissing them and

59 Fellman Velarde, Historia de Bolivia, 1:114-15.

60p;jario Anénimo, Potosi, ANB, Ruck 26.
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this will be the ultimate demonstration of my love
and veneration for that august Monarch. My integ-
rity and resolution remain indelible, and let the
world know that neither torture nor the most horrible
punishment can force me to change in the least these
pure sentiments. They cannot intimidate a soul whose
firmness seems to grow in proportion to the weakening

of the vital springs of my fragile body.61l

61Mariano Torrente, Historia de la Revolucioén
Hispano-Americano, 3 vols., (Madrid: Imprinta de D. Ledn
Amarita, 1829), 1:93.




Chapter VIII
EPILOGUE AND CONCLUSION

Francisco de Paula Sanz had governed Potosi.for
twenty-two years. According to Modosto Omiste, a Bolivian
historian, Sanz had ruled kindly and without taking advan-
tage of his nearly absolute power, and the same cannot he
said of most of his predecessors or of those who followed
him in power.l It is a reflection of the citizens' regard
for him that after Suipacha, they thought of his comfort and
imprisoned him at home rathexr than in the Money House until
they learned of his escape plans. Castelli's placing of a
heavy guard at the four corners of the plaza on December 15,
1810, and his order.ﬁhat all windows and doors be kept locked
during the execution demonstrated that he feared that Sanz
had enough friends left to try to save his life.

A royalist historian, Colonel Andrés Garcia Camba,
wrote that Castilli was not only unjust, but also ungrateful
when he ordered Sanz executed. Garcia Camba alleged that
Sanz had befriended Castelli when he was young and pooxr in

Buenos Aires. The Spaniard paid for the youth's education

lModesto Omiste, Obras Escogidas, 2 vols, (La Paz:
Editorial del Estado, 1941), 1:105.
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through the doctor of law degree at San Francisco Xavier,
and was rewarded for his generosity by being shot.2 Vicente
Fidel LOpez discounted this episode by pointing out other
inaccuracies in Garcia Camba's work,3 but the story persisted.
Castelli's troops were excessively cruel in Potosi
both before and after the executions. Any admiration the
potosinos had for the revolutionary cause was soon stifled
by their hatred for the soldiers who robbed, raped, and
murdered the citizens.? A week after the executions,
Castelli left Potosi for La Plata and La Paz, and he stationed
a small detachment of soldiers in the mining city. These
insensitive rebels continued to lord it over the proud
citizens, and occasional outbhursts of violence resulted.5
After Castelli's érmy was defeated at Guagul by Goyeneche
on June 20, 1811, it fled from Upper Peru by paths which
avoided towns and cities. His soldiers straggled into
Potosl in June and July, 1811. But the potosinos had had
enough of the unruly invaders. On A&ugust 5, a fight between
. a soldiexr and some citizens of Potosi exploded into a deadly

brawl. The soldiers opened fire, and precipitated an all

2pndreés Garcila Camba, Memorias, 2 vols. (Madrid:
Editorial América, 1916), 1:79-80.

3vicente Fidel Loépez, Historia de la Repdblica
Argentina, 10 vols. (Buenos Aires: Carlos Casavalle
Editor, 1883), 4:208.

40omiste, Obras Escogidas, 1:110

S1bid., 1:134-35.
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night battle that left 145 soldiers and nine citizens dead.®

Soon after this melee, Juan Martin Pueyrredon, who
had replaced Castelli as comménder of the rebel troops in
Potosi, attempted to bring about a reconciliation between
his motley army and the citizens of the city. He realized
that the resentment would persist; and to make matters worse,
Goyeneche's army, after defeating Castelli's troops, was
advancing toward the Imperial City. Late in August,
Pueyrredon decided to retreat from Upper Peru. The Money
House contained about one million pesos in silver and gold
bars and coins, and Pueyrredon did not leave that prize
behind. Expropriating 400 local mules to carry the plunder,
he made his way southward. The rebel general and his few
soldiers had to fight off the enraged potosinos as they quit
the city.7 The great treasure that Sanz had helped to
accumulate was thus lost to the royalist cause.

Goyeneche and his royalist forces entered the city
in September, 1811, and were welcomed just as enthusiastically
as Castelli's rebel forces had been welcomed ten moﬂths
earlier:

One of Goyeneche's first acts in this villa was to
honor with regal splendor the memories of the royalist
leaders shot by Castelli on December 15, of the year

before, in order to dazzle the masses and arouse
favorable sympathies in them.

6Charles Arnade, The Emergence of the Republic of
Bolivia (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1957),
P. 63,

Tibid., p. 65.
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He ordered that the bodies of each leader be
exhumed and that a funerxal for each take place on
separate days. On September 22, [1811] Sanz's body
was removed from the Carmelite Convent, where it
had been buried, and taken to San Francisco Church
for the celebration of the exequies.S

The army attended in formal uniforms, formed in
two flanks along the streets where the body was to
be carried. They stood with inverted arms [weapons
in funeral position]. The muffled drums and muted
bugles played funeral music.

The nobility of the town also attended, dressed
in mourning. The archbishop, wearing a long purple
train, led the procession, and then the priests, the
prebendary, prelates, and other clergymen, secular
and regular, followed him, General Goyeneche in all
of his finery and the decorations of his grandeeship,
with the counts, marqueses, cabildo members,? oidores,
knights of military orders, colonels, and lieutenant
colonels completed the cortege. Half a cavalry
regiment preceded the retinue, and the other half
served as a rear guard.

In the center of the church was a catafalgue with
thousands of candles attached to it. On either side of
the bier were magnificent daises, one for the arch-
bishop and one for Goyeneche.

Because of Sanz's stature in the community and the
affection with which the people of Potosi remembered him and
because of the excesses of the rebel troops, Sanz became a
martyr for the royalists.

The war for the independence of South America

8pefore the author had found this passage, he sought
the grave of his protagonist in the Convento del Carmen in
Potosi. After a long negotiation with a faceless voice behind
the conivent's turn (a revolving shelf that permits the entry of
goods but precludes face-to-face contact with the sisters)
and a contribution that disappeared into the turn, the author
was admitted to the dangerously ramshackle sanctuary. The
privileged visit was of course unfruitful, and no grave was
found.

9These same cabildo members had deposed Sanz on
November 10, 18l10.

10omiste, Obras Escogidas, p. 195.
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continued to rage. The cities of Lima and Buenos Aires at
either end of the continent had become opposing poles of the
revolution: The Peruvian city as a center for the royalists,
and the Argentine city as the seat of the rebellion. The
vast territory between these two poles was the prize in thg
struggle as well as the battlefield. Spanish colonial insti-
tutions in Upper Peru ceased to have significance as local
caudillos when fierce guerrilla armies began to take their

place., Bellicose republiquetas controlled by opportunistic

guerrilla leaders wexe emerging. The leaders had strong
antiroyalist leanings, and controlled the rural areas while
more organized armies vied for control of the cities. 1t
Midway between Buenos Aires and Lima was Potosi, the
largest and potentially richest city in the contested
territory. After Sanz's funeral, royalists remained in
control of the Impexial City until 1813, when forces of the
United Provinces of Rio de la Plata under Manuel Belgrano
came up tﬁe road from Salta and retook Potosi. Possession of
the disputed city alternated several more times during the
bitter sixteen-year transformation of Potosi from Spanish

intendancy to a part of the Republic of Bolivar, which

declared its independence on August 6, 1825.

In 1776 Charles III created the Viceroyalty of Rio

de la Plata amidst hopes that this measure would tighten

11Arnade, Frnergence of Bolivia, pp. 32-40.
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Spain's control over her colonies. The following year,
Francisco de Paula Sanz received an appointment and made
the long voyage to the new viceroyalty, where he would serxrve
for the next thirty-three years. During this time, he held
more different high-level administrative positions there than
any other individual. As Director of the Tobacco Moncpoly, he
traveled to every province and to practically every corregi-
miento (soon to become intendancies and partidos) in the
- sprawling viceroyalty. Besides exposing the young Director
to the immensity of the territory, and to its problems of
transportation and communication, the marathon visita brought
him into contact with most of the officials of the viceroyalty
and with their problems of administration.

Sanz's purpose on the visita was to establish the
Tobacco Monopoly. He had a specific mandate from the King
and he was accompanied by a nmilitary escort, bbth of which
helped to blunt any resistance he encountered. In Asuﬁcibn,
however, he experienced the first of many disagreements with

other officials. To subdue the Asuncioén capitulares, he

began to formulate his modus operandi for dealing with
bureaucratic opposition. He wrote his arguments not only for
his opponents to read but also (and more importantly) for his
superiors in Buenos Aires and in Spain. To do this, Sanz
stated his position clearly and simply, leaving out local
details, He identified this position with the interests of
the royal treasury or the State, so that opposing it would be

like opposing the Crown itself. The capitulares succumbed to
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this strategy, and Sanz retained it for use in future dis-
agreements,

Back in Buenos Aires, Sanz witnessed the imposition
of the intendancy system and he was subsequently appointed
superintendent general, the second most important position in
the viceroyalty. During his five years as superintendent,
Sanz was responsible for the financial and military affairs
of the entire viceroyalty. He doubtless called upon his
intimate knowledge of the varied regions as he helped to
govern them.

During most of this segment of his career, Sanz
clashed with his superior, Viceroy Loreto. Superintendent
Sanz continued to use the same strategy that had worked for
him before--~identifying his interests with those of the
Crown--put this was more difficult when his opponent was the
King's representative. Sanz had to learn to temper his
opposition carefully with respect for his rival's office. 1In
1788, he was reprimanded for his bluntness with the tribunal

de cuentas, so that in later disputes, he was more tactful

with opponents. Sanz honed his skill as a polemicist in
Buenos Aires, continuing to write with Spanish authorities in
mind, and he won most of his encounters with Loreto and other
authorities. But the death of José de Galvez in 1787 reduced
Sanz's support at Court. The office he held was soon
abolished but Sanz was transferred to Potosl as Intendant
Governor in 1788.

Almost as soon as Sanz arrived at that mining center,
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he aligned himself with the Gremio de Azogqueros, He quickly

and forcefully acted to acquire financial aid from the royal
treasury for the construction of silver refining machines for
the azogueros. In 1793, he entered a debate on behalf of the
azoqueros to increase the number of Indians sexving in the
Potosi mita. His principal opponent in this debate was Fiscal
Victorian de Villava of the Audiencia of Charcas. The
Governor used tactics that had worked for him before, remem-
bering to treat his opponent civilly. He simplified the

issue and tried to show that a reduction of mita workers
would bring about a reduction in the amount of silver produced,
and in the revenue raised for the King. He relentlessly
repeated these arguments’in a flurry of discourses and
petitions over the next four years, until Villava threw up
his hands and retired. Sanz continued to use the same tactics
in the interest of the azogueros. During the drought and war
years between 1798 and 1803, he persistently redquested and
finally received aid for them from the royal treasury.

For his constant and loyal assistance, Sanz must have
been a great favorite of the Potosl azoqueros. Whether or not
he received any financial gratuities frﬁm the group would be
difficult to prove but not so difficult to believe since large
gifts to helpful officials were common in the Spanish
colonies. Sanz's assistant Pedro Vicente Cafiete accused the
Governor, after their relationship had soured, of éccepting a
10,000 pesc bribe from the azoqueros. Sanz registered proper

outrage and denied the charge.
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The revolts in La Plata and in Buenos Aires were the
final problems that Sanz faced in his career. His antagoniéts
in La Plata remained loyal to the Spanish colonial system, of
which they considered themselves a part; and they felt
obligated to obey the viceroy. This made it easier for Sanz,
authorized by Liniers and later by Cisneros, to isolate and
guell the movement. However, the Buenos Aires Junta of 1810
deposed the viceroy on May 25 and recognized only itself as
the supreme authority in the territory of the viceroyalty.
Sanz's old modus operandi was uselesas against the ruthless
Jacobins of the Buenos Aires Junta who disregarded his position
and authority. Sanz was forced to depend on military force
instead of written arguments; that military force proved
inadequate, and Sanz became one of the first victims of the

Revolution of May 25, 1810,

In a dispute with Sanz, Cafilete once accused him of
being simplistic and repetitive, and of exaggerating the
urgency of his claims. This accurately describes Sanz's
technique. He simplified issues for his superiors in Spain
who lacked the time and interest to involve themselves in the
local squabbles of remote parts of the Empire. Sanz explained
his position as coinciding with the interests (usually
financial) of the Crown and then he urgently and repeatedly
implored his superiors to follow his advice. While he was

not innovative or brilliant, Sanz developed over the years an
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operational procedure that worked well in the complicated
interactions of the Spanish colonial system under the Bourbons.
When this system collapsed, Sanz's technigue was no longer
workable, and he perished with the Viceroyalty of Rio de la

Plata.
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APPENDIX
THE VICEROYS OF RIO DE LA PLATA

Pedro de Cevallos

Juan José de Véxrtiz

Nicolas del Campo, El Marqués de Loreto
Nicolas de Arredondo

Pedro Melo de Portugal

Antonio Olaguer Feliu y Heredia

Gabriel de Avilés y del Fierro,
El Marqués de Avilés

Joaquin del Pino

Rafael de Sobremonte, El Marqués
de Sobremonte

Santiago de Liniers y Bremond

Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros
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1776-1778
1778-1784
1784-1790
1790-1795
1795-1797
1797-1799

-1799-1801

1801-1804

18041807
1807-1809
1809-1810
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