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Victor was embarrassed because of his difficulty with geo-
metry, especially since people over the parish were beginn-
ing to refer to him as "that brilliant young chap in Man-
sura."15 He was fourteen years of age at that time.

Mr. Baillio followed the proceedings of the Louisi-~-
ana legislature, which passed an act in 1886, establishing
beneficiary scholarships at Louisiana State University.16
The Avoyelles Parish Police Jury passed the resolution neces-
sary to implement the Legislative Act. Under the terms of
the resolution each contestant should take a competitive
examination to be held October 4, 1886. Mr. Roy and a young
fellow named Turner from Evergréen registered to take the
examination. Turner was an advanced student and had received
much widespread fame. However, Trrner did not appear for the

examination and Mr. Roy was awarded the scholarship.17

HIGHER EDUCATION *
The scholarship paid expenses in exchange for his
carrying coal for four long years from the coal shed (near

the place where the Capitol Annex building now stands) to

15House Bill No. 235. Official Journal of the House
of Representatives of the State of Louisiana 1886, p. 313.

161hig.

3'7Roy, op. cit., p. 11l.



10
the barracks in which the men students were housed.
Mr. Roy described some of his early experiences:

Riding on the train from Bunkie to Port Allen, spending
the night in the magnificant Mayer Hotel {no longer in
operation), standing the examination administered by
Tom Boyd (then professor of English and later President
Thomas D. Boyd of honored memory)--all of these experi-
ences had loosened the tight compartments of my brain,
and I was a new man, just past 15 years of age. Geom-
etry was no longer an indecipherable maze of enigmatic
peoints, lines, and angles, but a pleasant woodland to
explore. I led the class that year in Algebra and geom-
etry. 18

The four years during which Mr. Roy attended the Uni-
versity were economically difficult days. The faculty had
nine members and the enrollment when he entered (1886) was
sixty-nine. One of the provisions of the Louisiana Constitu-
tion of 1879 prohibited the legislature from making annual
appropriations to the school of more than $10,000. This
amount was inadequate for normal college operation.19

On July 4, 1890, V. L. Roy graduated from the Univer-
sity as First Lieutenant in Company A. He was awarded the
Bachelor of Science degree and was presented the faculty
medal for achieving the highest scholastic average for his

junior and senior years.20

18yid., p. 12
1%bid.

20rpig., p. 12.



CHAPTER 11
MR. ROY'S PROFESSIONAL LIFE BETWEEN 1890 AND 1904
FIRST TEACHING EXPERIENCE

After graduating from Louisiana State University
and Agricultural and Mechanical College in July, 18%0, Mr.
Roy began teaching in his home town of Mansura. The people
who had made it possible for him to attend four years of
college were to be recipients of his teaching services.

This decision by Mr. Roy was evidence of his feeling of
gratitude toward the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury and to the
people of the parish for helping him receive an education.1

When Mr. Roy was interviewed by a reporter from the

Baton Rouge State Times, he described his first teaching

experience:

I promptly landed a teaching job in Mansura. Paid
the sum of $50 a month; my duties included teaching all
elementary and high school subjects then offered to
some half-a-hundred pupils of varying ages.

The school at Mansura in which Mr. Roy taught was

private. Some statistics for Avoyelles Parish and for the

state as a whole presented a graphic picture of the educa-

Arthur Folse, "Victor L. Roy Believes Three R's
Still Most Important to Education," State Times Profiles,
March 23, 1955, p. 4-C.

2_ .,
Ibid.

11



12
tional scene. Table I represents statistics for the parish;

Table II represents the statistics for the state.
TEACHING IN NEW ORLEANS

Mr. Roy taught one school term in Mansura in 1890-31
and then accepted a position at Southern University in New
Orleans. The minutes of the board of trustees of Southern
University contained the following reference to Mr. Roy's
appointment:

The meeting of the Board of Trustees took place on

October 1, 1891. Nominations were announced to be in
order for the position of Professor of the mechanical
and chemical departments. Mr., V. L. Roy, a resident of
Avoyelles Parish and a late graduate of the Mechanical
and Agricultural Department gf the State University,
was elected by eleven votes.

On motion by J. U. Woods the salar: of V. L. Roy
was fixed at $125.00 per month, on a twelve month basis. The

. X . . 4
president of Southern University was H. A. Hill.
Mr. Roy beoarded at the home of Mrs. C. B. Buddecke,

169 Washington Street in New Orleans for two years. He paid

$25.00 per month for room and board.5

Minutes of the Board of Trustees (Southern Univer-
sity, New Orleans, October, 1880-1908), p. 150.

4__ .
Ibid.

V. L. Roy, "Personal Diary, 1893," p. 3.



TABLE I
PARISH OF AVOYELLES

Statistical Report of Superintendent for 1890%

Number of schools in the parish, white ........¢.cuceenennacncns 35

Number of schools in the parish, colored ......... ceeccenasaas 21
Total number of schools....cveecvenanans tenesaseseennaccan

Number of pupils enrolled, white males ........c000ue.s cemecne 832

Number of pupils enrolled, white females ......... cvsesssscanna 639--=- 1,471

Number of pupils enrolled, colored males .....ccecececrcennans 627

Number of pupils enrolled, colored females ...cieecececcceassns 558-=-= 1,185
Total number of pupils enrolled, white and colored .......

Average attendance, whit@....ceseeeevsonacsans ceeccsressecnnas 1,345

Average attendance, c0lored ...ceeeerecsecssssonnsensscsncaanca 1,125
Total average attendance, white and colored ......ceeeanee

Number of teachers émployed, white males .......cecececuenanan 23

Number of teachers employed, white females ....... cereraerrans 12-—~ 35

Number of teachers employed, colored males .......cciveeeennesn 18

Number of teachers employed, colored females .......cciecenneen 3=~ 21
Total number of teachers employed, white and colored .....

Average salary, per month, white males .........ccci.iivenannnn $35.74

Average salary, per month, white females ...........ccccca .. 34.99

Average salary, perx month, colored males .........ceennecennnn 20.00

Average salary, per month, colored females .........ci0cercens 20.00

56

2,470

56
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Total
Text books—~-Miscellaneocus

TABLE I (Continued)

schools, in months, white ...... Cheeseracaanan casee -
schools, in months, colored ....... cee et e ‘oo
daily sessions in hours, white ........... Ceaeaeeaea
daily sessions in hours, colored ............... veen
private schools, white ........cciiiiiieiieearsnnaan.
private schools, colored ............... cessacsaeans
teachers, white .............. Ceeesaeananee ceraaaan
teachers, colored ......c.icenu... e e e
pupils, white ........... e et ns e i ssaesearenn
pupils, colored .............. e meaan ce et eeeees cenen

number of pupils in publiec and private schoecls .....

W. HALL,

TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT

Receipts

To balance on hand December 31, 1889 ..... ta e e e e es e
To receipts since--Current school fund ..... Checertsecasaneeaen
Poll taX ...ecerenninenea Gt renesaasanenaan .o

Police jury tax ..... e eteerranee cenanann

Corporation tax ........ Ceiestcaserareacana

Rent of school lands ........c.0ecee... e i trsareraree e .
From exX-TreasUYeYrS ....uveeanecncesensanresossacanans seeseasean
Interest on 16th sections ........... f et e e s s et ssae e aan
Donations or other SOUYCeS .....iieeouwvecnns G receanaan e
Total receipts ........ Ceerreeraee e ettt .

(OO RN

o
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——

$167.73
3,705.99
2,437.20

- — ————
—— e o o S o o—

2,826

Parish Superintendent.

$7,119.66
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Teachers' pay
Rents, repairs, furniture, etc.

Porter's salaries ....c.cveceee.
Secretary's salary .....cccceen.n
Superintendent's salary ........
Treasurer's commission
Assessor's commission ....a....
Building school houses ...
Incidentals ..

- e ® 4 s

Total disbursements .

To balance on hand

PR A L R I Y

TABLE I (Continued)

DISBURSEMENTS

$6,455.80

—

* * % 8 = e ks e s ds s T an e

4 B @ & 4 s E e r e ke e s s PR S N R A A ]

——— ——————

® % % & & 4 A B W S A A RS sE s e L B A L

189.33
181.83

@ & e ® & & 8 4 5 S 88 S B 8 R ES S PSS e e e

@ & & & B 8 S ¥ 8P e e s are e * 8 E P s E e

l-....n---l.-..--...-----...‘...)

caeesdcresaasanssasceransena ceas)=—=— 121.86
LTI e as
et veerr e e enaean o 7,043.97
cesecsteevansccsasasene ses e aaenn $75.69

I,. Barbin, Treasurexr of School Fund

*Louisiana State Department of Education, Biennial Repoxrt of the State Superintendent

of Public Education 1890-91,

New Orleans:

E. P. Brandos, Printer, 1892, p. 155.
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TABLE 1II

STATE OF LOUISIANA

Statistical Report of State Superintendent of Public Education for 1890%

Number of schools in the State, white ....... ..t ieritrretrennasaaans 1,539
Number of schools in the State, colored .......cceciiiisnnannnsnanannns 751
Total number OFf SChOOLSE ..t iittoeneereeoeeaaeaeeneesonneacsceens 2,290
Number of pupils enrolled, white males ........iceiuteuiiennnennnnnncnns 36,152
Number of pupils enrolled, white females .......ecciiiriinenannnnnan. 34,430
Number of pupils enrolled, colored males ......ceeeveecacencoconnoanans 24,415
Number of pupils enrolled, colored females ........iveuenennennonanna 25,256
Total number of pupils enrolled, white and colored .........o0v0..- 120,253
Average attendance, white ........i. i iiiiiieiienneeieennsnonnaacanas 50,891
Average attendance, colored ........ s essumeassesacavamnsrmbr et v e 36,645
Total average attendance, white and colored ........icceiecernncnne 87,536
Number of teachers employed, white males ......cceevverseacenoroaavens 696
Number of teachers employed, white females .........cciieniiinaiia.. 1,179
Number of teachers employed, colored males ......ccversveccccnccencana 500
Number of teachers employed, colored females ......cviveecscnsecsonens 301
Total number of teachers employed, white and colored ............. 2,676
Average salary, per month, white males ........cciceeimrinececrersonnnna $38.20
Average salary, per month, white females .........cceciirieiernnnnnann 32.18
Average salary, per month, colored males ........cc..iiiiiineanncaans 28.98
Average salary, per month, colored females .......cc.iiiineecrananenss 26.24

9T



TABLE 1II {Continued)

Length of schools, in months, white ...... cetensareares cheessanesenan 5.12
Length of schools, in months, colored ......ccuu... e tssssceurassananns 4,90
Eength of daily sessions in hours, white ............ cecssesraasanne . 6
Length of daily sessions in hours, colored ............ ceansecsanance 6
Number of private schools reported, white ....c.eenenirrenmenieenne.. 277
Number of private schools reported, colored ....ciceeuiiaaretenranenss 64
Number of teachers, white ....cicuiitaneacenas Cececscecessessasessssnas 439
Number of teachers, colored ..... veesasacaea Cescetcaansaanansssannn . 76
Number of pupils, white ......... Cseeessseasnsaesencsssanssesananeann 8,948
Number of teachers, colored ......c.cevensesesnsascsannnasassansasncssnsns 2,148

Total number of pupils reported in public and private schools

Text-books--Miscellaneous
CONDENSED FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE STATE OF
LOUISIANA FOR 1890
Receipts

To balance on hand December 31, 1B89 .....icceeeecceatsnncccscnns $138,368.19
To receipts since-~Current school fund.......c.eciemneceesoccnnnn 156,735.77

POLL 83X teteeeccececsossosnansoncasseosncsausoossnnsonsnnsenonnsns 99,206.41

Police jury tax ...... S eesesesssanaascaccnsennneasonasassenas 101,146.01

Corporation £aAX ..ceeseccecensacecacancosoncsssocasnnassnssnncans 196,203.57
Rent Of sSchool 1ands ..c.ccesececseensenanssncaasannancsssvssscanse . 8,727.91
From ExXx~TreasUYErS  c.ieeesecstscanncocccsccsnetonsannssssannsssnnans 444.70
Interest on 16th SECLIONS ciieeeeeercencncsacnceacannnossnsnnnceses 37,593.37
Donations Or Ofther SOUXCES ...ieseescsssncsusosananscanccaannncsns 31,195.11
Bills payable .......... secsenanssscsssona creeracaaeans censeesans 181,800.00

Total receipts .iiiieeeerieieensentoncana crenns ceseesnanansans $951,421.04

131, 349

L1



TABLE IT {(Continued)

DISBURSEMENTS

Teachers' pay seeee- Ceetecssecaccatreana J $529,246.47
Rent, repairs, etc. ....cccaen ceeacssescestsssenearenetsatsnnenea 23,847 .46
Porters' salaries ....ecoe.- csecceesentecssaccasatnaanenre Gt ee | mmm—mem———
SecretaXy's SAlary c.eeesceecsscscaccnncnaccsnnecssssncsnsssnnnses  —mUmm—m—e——
Superintendents' salaries .....cceciiecasn e s e veessacasans .o 15,499.62
Treasurers' commission ...eccceeccccessnna . cnsesen caseess . 10,009.81
ASSESSOYS' COMMLSSIONS tveeeweesnencancenanteasosnascsssns cereceee )

Tax collectors' cOmMiSSioNn .e.cviceeesseccersansarsrsnansasancesas ) 8,773.69
Building sSchool hoUSES ..ciieeeccirsnnencscnanncconanncoonncascns 4,515.63
Incidentals ..cvveevecasnsannsns c v e s e mesese s nas et s as s nanans 46,324.67
Bills payable ......cc00.. caenee cersasseccena T 178,900.00

Total disbursements ....e.e. Ceaemeaseacctenacatetsseaacsnan . $817,117.35

To balance on hand .....ecveaea- teecncacsosannessescecensaneansa $134,303.69

*Louisiana State Department of Education, Biennial Report of the State Superintendent
of Public Education 1890-91, New Orleans: E. P. Brandos, Printer, 1892, p. 44.
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On January 31, 1893, he moved to 768 Prytania
St. to board with the William W. Charlton's. W. E. Athens
and C. E. Ross also boarded at this address.6
In the summer of 1893, Mr. Roy and his sister,
Inez Roy, went to the World's Fair in Chicago. He was sent
by the University to supervise their booth at the fair. They
left New Orleans August 29, 1893, and returned September 28,
1893, They utilized their free time to visit places of
interest in the Chicago area.
While Mr. Roy was living in New Orleans and teaching
at Southern University, he became interested in religion.
He attended services in many protestant churches énd dis-
cussed his religious convictions with numerous ministers.
These discussions were requested by Mr. Roy because he
was not affiliated with any protestant church but was consi-
dering making such an affiliation.8
On October 20, 1893, Mr. Roy was appointed Secretary
of the Octavia Street Afternocon Sunday School. The school
was organized at that time, but did not begin operation

until November 5, 1893.9

6
V. L. Roy, "Personal Diary, 1893," p. 3.

7
Ibid., p. 19.
8
Ibid., pp. 42-49.

9
Ibid., p. 52.
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Mr. Roy's diary of November 8, 1893, described his
request to S. M. Robertson for a United States Post Office
in Mansura, Louisiana. S. M. Robertson was a Louisiana
Congressman.

On April 2, 1893, Mr. Roy met Josie Sanford. Josie
was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Reuben R. Sanford. The
Sanford family had moved from Illinois to New Orleéns in

1892$10

The contents of this diary of 1893 illustrated the
nature of Mr. Roy. He was devoted to his teaching duties at
Southern University; he was serious about his religious
life; he loved to be with people; he had many girl friends;
he went to lectures, culﬁural activities, and social enter-
tainment; he carried on regular correspondence with friends
and relatives; he was concerned with conditions in Avoyelles
Parish, and he was concerned about the welfare of the
State of Louisiana.

On January 4, 1894, Mr. Roy and T. W. Atkinson
wrote to Johns Hopkins University and Harvard University
for catalogs. These two young men wanted to enter one of
these universities in 1894-95 to pursue a medical career.
Mr. Roy sent letters to Professor B. B. Ross, Judge A. V.

Coco, Colonel J. W. Nicholson, Colonel S. M. Robertson, and

10 11
Tbid., p. 40. Ibid.
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Professor J. H. Randolph requesting them to send letters

of recommendation to Harvard and Johns Hopkins Universities

for him.12

A letter from John Hopkins University dated June
15, 1894, informed Mr. Roy that he had been accepted by the

university and had been awarded a graduate fellowship.

Later he decided not to attend.l3

On Thursday April 5, 1894, Mr. Roy became a member

of the Valence St. Baptist Church. He was baptized on April

8, 1894.14

The following quotation shows that he was serious
about Josie Sanford and his church activities:

Took Josie to the entertainment given by the Sun-
beams at church. How I love her I would not dare to
describe. But had I such a desire the attempt would
be vain. S8ince Tuesday I have looked with a longing
never before known, to this evening when I knew I
would be beside her. And after the long, apparently
limitless hours of three days had dragged themselves,
snail-like into the past, and I stook by her side,
then I could feel myself drawn up into a nobler sphere
than mine. A sense of happiness filled my soul with
unspeakable bliss as even her own presence near had
never brought to my heart before. But what makes my
joy and happiness most complete is the happy love
with which she requitez my feelings. The look I bear
her, in glances, expressions, I cannot mistake. Tonight
she accepted my ring.

12
V. L. Roy, "Personal biary 1894-1904," p. 2.

13
Ibid., p. 23.

14
Ibid., p. 18.

15
Ibid., p. 21.
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Victor Leandér Roy became engaged to Josie Sanford, Friday,
May 10, 1894.

Mr. Roy enrolled at the Univexrsity of Chicago for
the summer term, 18%4. The semester lasted from July 2,
through September 4. He enrolled in organic and general
chemistry, and Cerman. His laboratory work was under the
supervision of Drs. Curtis and Stiegletz and his German
class was taught by Mr. Mullfinger.16

When Mr. Roy returned tec New Orleans and was re-
united with Josie, he wrote the following note in his
diary: i ———

Called on Josie, the darling girl is dearer
than is written in these records. I know it will
never be in my power to do for her all that she is
deserving of. My engagement to her has changed
the ccurse of my life. It was my purpose or in-
tention to attend Johns Hopkins University this
1894-95 school year. My plan was changed complete-
ly, for I would have come out without a penny, if
not in debt, in two or three years, when the dear
girl would be 20 or 23. My present $1500.00 posi-
tion would be lost and the country being overrum
with able men, my chances of securing another such
a situation would have been shadowy.

My present plan is to work diligently for S.U.;
devote all leisure time to self-development in chemis-
try, physics, and math., spend as little as possible,
save all I can, look forward to my Fridav night dates
with Josie, attend church for aesthetic and spiritual
pleasures, and ride my wheel for physical exercise.

16
ibid., p. 28, 29, 30.

17
Ibid., pp. 36, 37.
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At the first meeting of the Southern University
faculty, Mr. Roy was nominated to represent the University
at the convention of American Agricultural Colleges and
Experimental Stations to be held in Washington, D. C. He
left New Orleans on November 10, 1894, to go to the con-
vention. While in Washington, Mr. Roy attended most of the
meetings and made a special effort to visit many famous |
places of interest. He returned to New Orleans, November

19, 1894.18

In December, 1894, Mr. Roy assisted in an initiation
ceremony of the Gamma chapter of Kappa Sigma Fraternity in
New Orleans. He had become a member of this organization
while a student at Louisiana State University in 188?.19

Mr. Roy became a member of the Free Masons, F and
AM, in January, 1895. He received the first degree, January
15; the second degree, February 5; and the third degree,
February 19, 1895.20

February 20, 1895, Mr. Roy enrclled at Tulane Uni-

versity to major in chemistry. He was a part-time student

at Tulane and at the same time was a full-time instructor

18
Ibid., p. 47.

19
Kappa Sigma program for Seventy-Fifth Anniver-
sary, Baton Rouge, 1962.

20
V. L. Roy, op. cit., p. 33.
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at Southern University. Two of his professors at Tulane

were Brown Ayres and Douglas Anderson.21

Mr. Roy described a significant event in his diary:

Married Josie Tabieth Sanford, August 6, 1896.
Took place at Sanford home on Constance and Exposition
Blvd. Performed by Rev. D. I. Purser, pastor at Valence
St. Baptist Church. Rev. E. F. Aisle, best man, Miss
Effie Gregory, Bridesmaid. Those present: Miss May
Thorn, T. J. Butler and wife, Turner Butler, Rev. and .
Mrs. D. I. Purser, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Gregory. After
wedding went to Grand Isle for a wedding trip for
eight days. Returned from Grand Isle August 20. Went
Aug. 25 to visit in Mansura and Marksville. Returned
to N. 0. Oct. 1 and S. U. began Oct. 5,22

In November, 1896, the Tulane Chemical Society was
organized. Mr. Roy read a paper that he had written about
argon. This was the first paper read to the society. Those
present were Professor J. M. Orway, Dr. Jonathon W. Caldwell,
Professor L. W. Wilkinson, B. B. Caldwell, and V. L. Roy.

Mr. Roy was elected secretary of the society.23

Mr. Roy accepted the position of principal of the
Marksville High School on June 14, 1897.24 His departure
from Southern University was described by President H. A.
Hill:

During the year there have been no changes in the

present corps of teachers except that of Mr. Victor

L. Roy who resigned in the month of Oct. 1897, in
order to. take 2 much better position in the

21 23_, .
Ibid., p. 57. Ibid., pp. 69, 70.

221bid., p. 78. 241pid., p. 81.



25

Parish of Avoyelles. Mr. Roy was a capable and effi-
cient teacher and we parted with him with great re-
gret .25

SECONDARY SCHCOL PRINCIPAL

The Marksville Educational Association hired Mr.
Roy on June 15, 1897, to be principal of the newly reorgan-
ized Marksville Academy. (This school was also referred to

as the Marksville High School.) This school was chartered

26 27

in 1856, incorporated in 1858, and reorganized in 1897.

Plans for the reorganization of the school were
made at the Januvary meeting of the Avoyelles Parish School
Board in 1897.

Avoyelles Parish School Board Proceedings, Monday,
January 11, 1897. On motion of Mr. Oscar Bordelon,
resolved that the resolution adopted by the Marksville
Educational Association on the date of Nov. 18, 1893,
presented by Judge Wm. Hall, be it received and spread
on the minutes that the president of the school board
appoint a committee of 3 to confer with the Marksville
Educational Association and make sure arrangerments as
will be necessary to adjust all matters in reference to
the Marksville High School, either as to repair or to
receive and accept same as property of the school becard:
The president appointed the following committee: A. D.
Lafarque, Louis Saucier, V. Goudeau.Z8

25 Minutes, Southern University, op. cit., p. 212.

2GBioqraphical and Historical Memoirs of Northwest
Louisiana, op. cit.. p. 617.

27 Minutes of the Avovelles Parish School Board Pro-
ceedings, Monday, January 11, 1897, p. 31.

28 7pid., p. 32.
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The following resolution refers to the above matter:

Be it further resolved that in order to establish a
high school in the town of Marksville, the school hoard
in the parish of Avoyelles is allowed the use and con-
trol of the building, located in the twon of Marksville,
for a period of six years. Said building to be used for
white educable youths,

Be it further resolved that the school board shall
be required to keep said building and furniture therein
in good order.

Resolved further that should said building be used
for any purpose other than stated above, then these
resclutions will be null and of no effect.

Signed A. D. Lafargue,
Secretary of the Avoyelles
Parish School Board
The Marksville Educational Association emploved Mr.
Roy as principal of the school. The governing board of the
Marksville Academy was: A. M. Bordelon, president; S. M.
Gardiner, vice-president; A. V. Saucier, L. P. Roy, secre-
tary; and H. V. Couvillion. Also on the board were Arcade
Brouillette, W. H. Peterman, and M. Bettevy. The school

was an academy for white male students.30

Mr. and Mrs. Roy left New Orleans June 26, 1837, on

the river steamer "Valley Queen" and reached Marksville on

June 28.31 Mr. Roy went to Ruston, July 16 through July 24

291pid.

30V. L. Roy, "Personal Diary 189%4-1904," p. 96.

3l1pid., p. 98.
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for the Chautauqua. His purpose in attending the Crautauqua
was to obtain teachers for the academy. At the meeting he
visited with E. L. Stephens, Col. A. T. Prescott, R. L. Himes,
B. C. Caldwell, C. E. Byrd, J. E. Reeny, and T. H. Harris.32

The Marksville school charged a tuition of $4.00 a
month to the pupils in all grades but later the fee was re-
duced to $3.00 for pupils in the elementary grades. Albert
J. Dupuy of New Iberia was elementary teacher, H. E. Walker
of Ruston had charge of the grammar grades, and Mr. Roy taught
all the high school subjects. There were 106 pupils enrolled
for the school year 1897-98. (See Table III.)33

A summer normal school was held at Marksville in
1898. The purpose of this school was to establish harmonious
relations between public school authorities and the acadeny.
Classes were held from June 4 to June 30. Instructors were
E. L. Stephens, Miss Lucia J. Lawless, Mr. Roy, Henry E.
Walker, and Miss Eliza Cross.34

The board re-elected Mr. Roy as principal of the

academy for the 1898-99 school year. Faculty members

32
Ibid., p. 99.

33
Corinne Saucier, Historv of Avovelles Parish,

Louisiana (New Orleans: Pelican Publishing Co., 1943), p.
77.

34
V. L. Roy, op. cit., p. 10L.
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TABLE III

STATISTICS OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN AVOYELLES
PARISH FOR THE 1897 SCHOOIL YEAR¥*

Aca- Colle- No. of
Pri, demic giate Library  Princi-
Dept. Dept. Dept. Total Books pal
Immaculate
Conception
Convent 36 12 48 Sr. Marie
Evergreen
College
{(boys) i8 34 22 74 W. L. Dicken
Marksville
High
School 35 71 106 (boys) 75 V. L. Roy
Presenta-
tion
Convent 25 29 54 300 St. Theresa

*
Louisiana State Department of Education, op. cit.,

1897, pp. 66-67.
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selected were C. A. Smith, Miss M. B. Huey, and Miss M. B.
Hall. It was at this time that the school changed from a
boy's school to a co-educational school .35

During the summer of 1899 another normal school was
held. The faculty consisted of H. E. Chambers, Lucia J.
Lawless, W. C. Robinson, J. B. Taylor, and Mr. Roy. The day
sessions were used to instruct teachers in teaching methods,
while the night sessions were open to the publig. Speeches
were made by faculty members at the night sessions, community

_singing was encouraged, and debates by the young people were

entertaining.36

During the 1900-01 school term, Mr. Roy described
his dissatisfaction with teaching:

Brothers Tesca and Lewis were both prosperous busi-
ness men and wanted me to go intc business so that I
could make a better living for my family. Tesca, Lewis,
and I talked the situation over and we three agreed that
I should go into the mercantile business with Tesca. I
promnptly gave the school board notice of my intended
resignation to be effective Jan. 1, 1901. The board was
willing to grant my request provided that I supply them
with an able man to £ill the vacancy, and provided that
I give this man my check from the parish each month.
Their bookkeeping was set up for the yvear and it would
be easier for them to handle it this way. I thought the
matter over and decided to wait until June 1901 to resign.
In the meantime, Lewis began to interest me in his busi-
ness. Three of us agreed that I should become a partner
with Lewis in June. What happened then? It seemed that

35
Ibid., p. 101.

36
Ibid., p. 102.
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Lewis began to have misgivings about the deal, so I
asked to be released from any partnership with either
of them.

In early May, I was still at a loss as to what to
do. The scheool board had granted my requested resig-
nation. Knowing of E. L. Stephens' project in Lafayette,
I wrote and told him that I was considering getting out
of education and going into business. I seriously re-
gquested his advice in the matter. (I was feeling him
out~-I wanted to teach in his school.) He answered
promptly and requested that I forget about business.

He asked that I send letters to members of the board
of his college and inform them that I wanted to teach
for them.

On June 14, 1901 I attended the dedication in
Lafayette for the Southwestern Louisiana Industrial
Institute. After the ceremonies I met with the board
and was hired at a salary of $1000.00 per annum. Dr.
E. L. Stephens showed his pleasure by extending his
hand and saying, 'Shake, old man!'37

The family life of Mr. Roy underwent many changes
between 18%97-1901. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Roy during the time that he was principal of the Marksville
Academy. Theixr first child was born within a few weeks
after they moved to Marksville. Lucile Roy was born August
26, 1897; Rueben Sanford Roy was born February 18, 1899; and
Earl Hubert Roy was born September 12, 1900. Mr. Roy wrote
in his diary September 14, 1900: "Earl Hubert was born
Sept. 14, 1900. Small, sweet fellow. Mayv he grow to noble
manhood and may the world be made better for his having lived

in it.38

37
Ibid., pp. 105, 106.

38
V. L. Roy, op. cit., p. 101
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IV. TEACHING AT SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA

INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE*

During the summer of 1901 Mr. Roy made arrange-
ments to move his family to Lafayette. Mrs. Roy and the
children visited her parents in New Orleans during Augqust.
Mr. Roy remained. in Marksville and packed all the household
gocods. He then went to Lafayette to seek a place for them
to live. He had the home furnishings shipped from Marksville
to Lafayette and into their future home. After unpacking
and getting things in order, Mr. Roy began planning for his

work at the Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute.39

Mr. Roy was now a member of the faculty of one of
Louisiana's newly established institutes of higher education.
The first session at the Industrial Institute began on Wed-
nesday, September 18, 1901. There were one hundred pupils
enrolled on that day. By the beginning of the second semes-

ter the number enrolled was one hundred and forty~five.40

The first faculty chosen by the board included:

39
V. L. Roy, "Personal Diary 1894-1904," p. 104.

40
Louisiana State Department of Education, op. cit.,

19060-01, p. 1l4s6.

* This Institute is presently known as the University
of Southwestern Louisiana.
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Victor Leander ROy « . « « « « . . Science
Ashby Woodson . . .« . + » « . +» . Manual Training
Miss Gertrude Mayfield . . . . . . Domestic Science
Miss Beverly Randolph . . . . . . Drawing and Gymnastics
Miss Edith G. Dupre . . . - . . . English and French
Florent Sontag . « «. « « « .« « . « Music
L. W. Mayer . . . . «. +« « « « +« « Stenography
‘Mrs. Elizabeth Baker . . . . . . . Matron4l
The Institute was organized under the control
of a Board of Trustees consisting of the Governor of the
State and the State Superintendent of Education, ex-officio,
and of eight members appointed by the Governor, as follows:
one from each of the six congressional Districts of the
State, and two from the State at large. The president of
the Institute was ex-officio Secretary of the Board of
Trustees.42
The Board of Trustees consisted of the following

members: Governor W. W. Heard, Ex-officio, Baton Rouge;

Superintendent of Education, Hon. J. B. Calhoun, Ex-Officio,

41

Florent Hardy, Jr. "“A Brief History of the
Un1versmty of Southwestern Louisiana, 1900-1960" (unpublish-
ed Master's thesis, Louisiana State University, 1969),

PP 8, 9.

42
Ibid.
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Baton Rouge; Hon. Albert Estopinal, First Congressional
District, New Orleans; Hon. John Buchanan, Third Congression-
al District, Lafayette; Hon. John H. Overton, Fourth Congress-
ional District, Alexandria; Hon. J. G. Lee, Fifth Congress-
ional District, Baton Rouge; Hon. Thomas H. Lewis, Sixth
Congressional District, Opelousas; Hon. James A. Lee, State
at Large, New Ibqria; Hon. Robert Martin, State at Large,
st. Martinville.43

The officers of the first Board of Trustees were:
Gov. W. W. Heard, President; Hon. Robert Martin, Vice Presi-~
dent; Hon. Crow Girard, Treasurer; and President E. L.
Stephen, Secretary.44

President Stephens was responsible for the organiza-
£iona1 structure and the quality of education offered by
thethe Institute. The land, donated by Mrs. Maxim E. Girard
and her son, Crow Girard, consisted of twenty-five acres of

level ground from which cane had been freshly cut and was

thereford devoid of trees.

43Ibid., p. 148.

44
Ibid., p. 148,

4SMargaret Stephens Jockam, "A History of South-
western Louisiana Industrial Institute 1900-1936" {unpub-
lished Master's Thesis, George Peabody College for Teachers,
1937), p. 22. (Note: The writer of this thesis is the
daughter of E. L. Stephen.)



