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guarded by Heimdall with the Gjallarhorn,"s4 other narrow bridges
and marvelous horns. A narrow bridge without a parapet leads into
the elvish Rivendale.55 The narrow bridge of Khazud=Din (I, 428-430),
which resembles Bifr¥st as a defense against.a fiery monster, is
guarded by Gandalf, who may be ldentified with Heimdall, not only
because their names are similar, but because they are both "storm=-
crows," warning of coming danger (II, 139). Heimdall's horn suggests
Boromir's which may be heard at home if blown anywhere within the
realm of Gondor (II, 347). The horn given Merry by ﬁowyn has such
virtue that "he that blows it at need shall set fear in the heart
of his enemies and joy in the hearts of his friends" (III, 316).
Celtic references, though not profuse, demonstrate Tolkien's
‘interest in the mythology. He liked "the land of Merlin and Arthﬁr,"ss
and Gandalf the far=seeing advisor of kings certainly owes much to
Merlin, Aragorn to Arthur. YHy Breasail in the West"57 parallels
the Undying Lands of the Valar. Tolkien's elves, whe will dwindle
to a rustic folk of dell and'éave, slowly to forget and to be fore
~gotten” (I, 472) once.the Ring is destfoyed, seem ancestors of the
Shee=-folk he mentions in a note.58 These are the Irish Sidhe, fairy
deities dwelling in mounds, tumuli, and grottoes.sg The elves in

The Hobbit, who are more decadent than Galadriel's subjects (no doubt

54Tree and Leaf, pe. G3.

3Sne Hobbit, pe 60.

56Tree and Leaf, pe. 4l.
5

7Ibid., Pe 6o

58Tree and Leaf, p. Se
5

9
Frank Chapin Bray, Bray's Universal Dictionary of Mythology
(New York, 1964), pe 18. '
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because of their distance from her magic ring), already live within
a hill behind a magic door; and hobbits, though largely Tolkien's
own creation, are a rustic mound-dwelling follk said still to be
alive, though *now they aveid us with dismay and are becoming hard
to find" (I, 11). Tolkien's sinister barrow wights, though more
like 0ld Norse draugar (OE ngngas)ao than Irish Shee-folk in charac=
ter, are supernatural tumulus=-dwellers, the shadows of their fair
Irish cousins. "On Fairy=stories' reveals such an interest in Norse
and Celtic Mythology that they must rank with 01d and Middle English

- literature as major sources for Tolkien,

Between the composition of "On Fairy=stories" and the publi-
cation of The Lord gi the Rings, there appeared in print several
evidences of Tolkien's contihuing creative and scholarly activiti;

and particularly of his work in 0ld English literature. Margaret

Williams' Wordhoard, an historical background to 0ld English litera=

ture illustrated with profuse new translations, acknowledges in

1940 that she was “stimulated by the helpful guidance of Professor
JeReRe Tolkien" (New York, pe vii)e That the translations reflect
Tolkien's interpretations is suggested not only by this acknowledge=
ment but also by similarities in style. Williams likes old words but
avoids dead ones, and she regularly translates OE middangeard as
"middle=earthe" Also published in 1940 was the edition of John Clark
Hall's Beowulf translation, which first included the Tolkien intro-
duection mentioned above. Besides discussing some points embodied in
the fiction, this introduction, with its summary of Old English

~

80¢s, Beowulf, 1, 112.
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versification illustrated by Modern English verses, reflects Tolkien's
desire t: transpose the 0ld meter into Modern English. His original

sequel to The Battle of Maldon, written in Modern English with the

accentual lines and head rhymes of 0l1d English verse, was published

in 1953 as The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth Beornhthelm's Son. There

are several passages of head=-rhymed verse in The Lord of the Rings,

and poems in The Adventures of Tom Bombadil use devices evidently
imitated from'OId Norse prosodye. In 1949, Tolkien published a
pleasant tale of dragon=-taming which does not take place in the
Third Age, but in the Middle Ages., Farmer Giles of Ham, much more

a children’s book than The Hobbit, nevertheless contains several

0l1ld Norse parallels and develops lightly some themes expanded in

he Lor

Q.
lo
[

the Rings.

ct
1

The Fellowship of

e Ring and The Two Towers, the first two

L]

t

oy
[

volumes of The Lord Rings, were published in England in 1954,

and in 1955 The Return of the King followed. Rising pepular interest
in Middle=earth drew more books into print. "Translations'" from

. verses ostensibly written or collected by characters in The Lord
of the Rings fill out The Adventures of Tom Bombadil (1962), and
"On Fairy-stories"™ and%leaf by Niggle" (written 1938-39, published
1947) were reprinted in book form in 1964 as Iree and Leaf, American
paperback editions of The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit in 1965
made Tolkien a best-seller (The Hobbit was revised in 1966) and were

followed the next year by a paperback Tolkien Reader reprinting

Homecoming, Tree and Leaf, Farmer Giles, and The Adventures of Tom

Bombadil. A new 'children's‘book, Smith of Wooton Maior appeared in

—t———

1967, the same year as The Road Goes Ever On, a reprinting of several
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songs along with musical arrangements by Donald Swann and notes by

Tolkien on elvish language and religion. Poems and Songs of Middle

Earth, an L.P. recording from Caedmon Records, includes some of
Swann's settings sung by William Elvin as well as readings by Tolkien
himself. Recently (March 1969) a paperback volume has been issuéd
reprinting the non-Middle-earth stories, Farmer Giles and Smith.
The Silmarillion, a work in the earlier history of Middle~earth
which has been in progreés since before The Hobbit, is awaited by
Tolkien's reéders. The Oxford scholar who was forty=two beiore he
published anything besides professional scholarship has sold millions
of volumes of fiction, well over a million of the Ballantine edition
of The Hobbit alone.

But Tolkien has not abandoned scholarly efforts since the success
of his fiction. 1In 19624the Early English Text Society published

his edition of Ancrene Wisse, the English text of the Ancrene Riwle,

a prose treatise on monastic life in the West Midland dialect, and

he was one of "the principal collaborators in translation and
literary revision" of The Jerusalem Bible, New York, 1966, p. ii.
Recently he has translated The Pearl and Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight, also in West Midland dialect, into Modern English verse.

This recent work, and the emphasis on Middle-~earth religion in the
notes to The Road Goes Ever On, emphasize Tolkien'!s religious interests.
Tolkien's publications show him, then, to be an active professional
philologist with specialization in 0l1d Engiish heroic verse and
Middle English of the West Highlands, but he is also apparently wellw-
informed in 0ld Norse and Celtic philology, as well as in the breadtn

of English literature. Indeed, it is difficult to feel certain that
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he is unacquainted with any work of literaturc.

The organization of this study will place heavy emphasis on Tolkien's

first fiction, The Hobbit, considering motifs in The Lord of the Rings

and other works primarily as continuations of those already initiated in
the earlier book. Some defense is perhaps needed for emphasizing what is
regarded as the*lesser work, but there need be no apology for studying
what was classified on its publication as a children's book, for the
stylistic excellence of The Hobbit.and its demonstrated appeal to mature
readers have since released it from the nursery shelves. The strong
simplicity of its story is better in some ways than the great, but spraw=

ling and sometimes flat, narrative to which it is a prelude; and in any

case, viewing The Lord of the Rings from within its prelude gives a sense

.of Tolkien's evolution difficult to achieve otherwise. Emphasis on The
Hobbit seems appropriate also because all of Tolkien's fiction is quite

recent, the author still alive and working. A substantial documentation

of medieval motifs in the twelve hundred pages of The Lord of the Rinss
would be the reéult of years of study by more than one mane. ‘Even if
sufficient preliminary scholarship had already been published, such doc=
umentation would be premature before the publication of The Silmarillioq,
which may be expected To answer many questions and raise others. The
Hobbit, one hopes, may be insulated from this upheaval by the expanse of
twelve hundréd pages. S0 I have chosen to limit my systematic treatment
to The Hobbit as a rich field, and one as large as can be plowed with this
Yyear's machinery; but whenever issues raised iﬁ that book seem applicable

to The Lord of the Rings, I will apply them, and thereby hope to demone

strate internal structures in the fiction, and to better reveal its

relation to the ground out of which it grew,
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Chapter Two
The Four-Part Structure of Bilbo's Education

Ihe Hobbit traces the evolution of Bilbo from "the little fellow
bobbing and puffing on the mat" who "looks more like a grocer than a
burglar" (pe 30) to the real leader of the dwarfs® adventure (pe 211)
wno steals a cup from a dragon and a gem from Thorin and, more imporw
.tant, discovers that Smaug, like Fafnir, is vulnerable under the left
shoulder.1 Though Bilbo is half a century old, his size, domesticity
~and innocence suggest childhood==descended though he may be from Bulle
roarer Took, “who was so huge (for a hobbit) that he could ride a
norse" (pe 30)==and like Parziv§}, he matures through a series of
hardships and tes*s from a sheltered innocent into a proven hero,
uncowed by dragons and uncorrupted by goldes The story of Bilbo's
education may be broken into four parts: (1) the departure from the
Shire, (2) the adventures in the Misty Mountains, (3) the adventuves
in Mirkwood, and (4) the adventures at the Lonely Mountain., Though
each represents a higher stage, the parts are similar: each begins
with a well=equipped journey into the dark wilderness and moves
through want, danger, captivity and unlikely escape to a hospitable
house where the expedition rests and resupplies, The happy ending,
according to Tolkien, is the heart of the fairy story and gives joy,
not by denying the possibility of defeat, but by denying universal
final defeat. The consolation of the happy ending is analogous %o,

and no less dignified than, the purgation of the tragic one. [The

e ———

]Cfo Margaret Schlauch, transe, The Sacga of the Volsungs (New
York, 1949), pe 95.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



23.

Hobbit consists of four distinct, dbut not separate, tales, eaéh ending
with the consolations of food, companionship and temporary security
after a “sudden joyous turn," an unexpected rescue. These téles are
parts of a full story, which is part of the history of Middlewearth,
which it itself only a thread (though a bright one) in "the intricate
web of story."2

Because the four parts of The Hobbii are somewhat parallel,
elements in one part have equivalents in the others. A brief chart -
of these equivalent elements, entered before each of the four parts of

the following summary, may help to elucidate the four=part structure

of the storye

Part I, Between the Shire and Wilderland, Chapters I=III. Foes:
Trollse Place of peril: Darkness under trees, Savior: Gandalf,
Bilbo's test:  Proves he is a burglar, Bilbo's prize: Elvish knife,
River: Loudwater. House: Elrondfs at Rivendale.
Blowing smoke rings one morning by his round green door, Biibo

" Baggins sees a strange old man with a staff, Though his mother was
of the adventurous Took family, the hobbit has “apparently setiled
down immovably" in a habit of domestic ease in the comfortable burrow
his father built with his mother's momey (pe 17)s So, though Bagginse
ishly domestic on the surface, the hobbit and his home have a lateat
Tookishness, which begins to be éwakened when the old man identifies
himself as Gandélf the Wizard, a friend of the 0ld Tooke A rhapsody
on Wsplendid" fireworks and a slip of tlie congue convince Gandalf

thaé the hobbit is asking for adventure. ''Indeed for your old grands

2

H

ee and Leaf, pe 20,

R SE————
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father Took's sake," Gandalf says, "and for the sake of poor Belladona,
I will give you what you asked for".(p. 19),

The next day at teatime thirﬁéen stirange dwarfs arrive a few at a
time, taking advantage of Bagginsish hospitalitye. Balin, the old dwarf
who will become quite fond of Biibo, arrives second, and Gandalf comes
in the last group along with Thorin Oakenshield, the leader of the
dwarfs. After a messy tea and comic cleanup, in which the dwarfs are
nerely quaint and the hobbit fussy,3 the dwarfs play music into the
night, singing songs of dragons, fire and gold,. '"Then something TooOkw
ish woke up inside him, and he wished to go and see the great moun=
tains « ¢« » €xXplore the caves and wear a sword instead of a walking=-
stick" (p. 28). But the mood fades, and Bilbo squeals and collapses
at the suggestion that he "may never return® from a myéterious adven=
ture (pe 29)e The commenté his fainting excites are so insulting that
‘'his Tookishness suddenly bursts free: "Many a time afterwards the
Baggins part regretied what he did," but he swears to do anything the
dwarfs want dbne, even "to fight the wild Vere~worms in the Last
Desert" (p. 31).

Though the hobbit keeps his word, he»has noet yet omerged from
childishness: "my boy,* Gandalf calls him (pe. 32); and Tolkien apolo=
gizes for Bilbo's ignorance of dragon's hugeness, “He was only a little
hobbit you must remember" (p. 33). The dwarfs explain that Bilbo is
to be their burglar as they cross the Misty Mountains to reclaim trea=
ure stolen from their fathers by the dragon Smaug, fgr a burglar is
needed in the absence of a Y“Mighty Warrior,¥ and “in this neighborhbod

3This is one of the places early in the book where it is apparent

that Tolkien, who moves so smoothly through the second half, is
struggling for balance and almost fallinge
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heroes are scarce or simply not to be found" (p. 33). Bilbo, the three=-
foot substitute for a hero, "so far still Toolishly determined to go on
with things" (pe 34), has only to hear a few tales of dragons and hard-
ship before he feels his Tookishness “wearing off" (p. 38) and falls
asleep doubting that he will go at ali.

When Bilbo awakens late the next morning he is oddly disappointed
at the dwarfs!' leaving without a worde But he is eating a second
breakfast when Gandalf brings word th#t the dwarfs are waiting at the
inne "To the end of his days Bilbo could never remember how he found
himself outside" (pe. 41), riding off to adventure with a wizard and
thirteen dwarfs. After many days the weather and countryside turn bad.
There are no inns, and, with Gandalf mysteriously absent, the expedi=
tion loses most of iés baggage in a swollen river. Around a fire in a
dark clump of trees, which he has been sent to investigate, Bilbo faces
his first test. His Tookish attempt to take4 a purse from the pocket
of one of the three huge cannibalistic trolls he findg there fails, buf
he is soon ignored as the dwarfs begin approaching the fire and, one by
one, are caught and put in sacks. Besides tpying to pick the trollts
pocket, Bilbo shows bravery in this episode by refusing to betray his
friends and by tripping a troll whom Thorin is hoPélessly fighting,
But, however courageous, a hobbit is no troll=lkiller, and it takes a
‘wizard's lore to keep the monsters quarreling until the sunrise turns
them to stone. Gandalf has returned. Bilbo's burglary does help win
the ancient blades which save the expedition in Part II, for he finds
the key which unlocks the trolls?® hoard of treasure and weapons, Then

the company departs for a place called Rivendale, which is only a few

4nPook" is, after all, the preterit of “to take."®
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days' ride ahead.

With "not much in their bags" (p. 55) they ford the river identi-

fied as the Loudwater in The Lord of the Rings and come to the edge of

the mountains, Bilbo is "thinking once again of his comfortable chair
before the fire" (pe 55), but, however Bagginsish his thoughts, he is on
a Tookish quest and cannot turn back. Because they "need food, for one
thing, and rest in reasonable safety" (pe. 56), Gandalf leads *them along
a narrow path through bare country to a hidden valley where, in the twie
light, they can hear elves singing under trees. After a few days of
rest with Elrond, who is half-man and half-elf, they are ready to cross
the mountains, ‘First, Elrond identifies the blades from the troll=lair
as elvish and disc§vers on the treasure map invisible writing which
tells that the side éoor in the mountain can only be opened at sunset

on Durin's daye. DBut no one knows for sure what day that is any more.

Part II. The Misty Mountains, Chapters IV-VIII. Foes: Goblins, Gol=-
lun and Wargs, Places of peril: Tunnels underground, dark under trees,
Saviors: Ganda;f, Eagles. Bilbo's test: Sayes himself, has pity.
Bilbo's prize: The Ring. River: The Great River (Anduin). House:
Beorn's Hall,

After days on crooked, cold and lomely mountain paths, Bilbo is
thinking again of "safe and comfortable things" (p. 64) when a frightful
thunderstorm forces the company to shelter in a dry, clean little cavee.
Bilbo helps Gandalf save the dwarfs, for the hobbit awakens just in
time to warn the wizard so that he is not captured by the goblins
whcse‘doorstep the cave is. But everyone else is captured, includ=

ing Baggins and the baggage. Condemned before the goblin king,
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the company is saved again with the help of Gandalf's {iery wand and
the elvish swordse TFlecing down black tunnels lit by the glowing
wand, they repel one goblin assault before a confused ambush leaves
Bilbo stunned and forgotten in the dark. |
Awalrtening, Bilbo crawls through the gloom until he touches “a
tiny ring of cold metal" and puts it in his pocket, "It was the
Turning point in his career, but he did not know it" (p. 76)e His
Baggins personality dominant, he sits down to think about "frying
bacon and eggs" (pe 76) and is about to foolishly light a ﬁipe when
he discovers the elvish knife hidden under his clotheso The blade
avakens something Tobkish, almost something elvish, in him ("It was
often said « ¢« o that long ago one of the Took ancestors must have
taken a fairy wife." [p. 16]), and the hobbit becomes a reluctant
warrior==a sword-boy trotting along "with his little sword held in
front of him and one hand feeling the wall" (pe 77)e
The tunnel finally ends at an undergréund lake where Gollum,
the fallen hobbit who is so important in The Lord _g_i;‘ the Rings, paddles
about in the dark and eats whatever oxr whéever happens by; but,
because of the bright sword, he challenges Bilbo to a riddle contest
rather than eating him immediately. If Bilbo wins, Gollum will show
~ the way oute If Bilbo loses, he vill be eaten, When Bilbo luckily
wins with the Question (not a riddle), "What have I got in my pocket?®
(pe 85), Gollum rushes back to his island for a magic ring of invisie
bility, but finds it missing and guesses what is in Bilbofs pocket.
-Running up the tunnel, Bilbo learns the ring's magic and invisibly
trails Gollum toward the exit, leaping over the demented wretch

ratrer than killing him, Having shown himself both brave and merci=
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ful==an excellent mixture of Took and Baggins virtues=—he dodges gob~
lin guards andvsqueezes through a slightly open door into the shelter—
ing sunlight. Goblins, like all evil creatures, hate the sunlight.

Finding that he has come out on the far side of the mountains,
Bilbo has Tookishly determined to return for his comrades when he
hears dwarf voices. The ring is kept secret, so he wins more respect
than he will deserve before Part III.. Hurrying downhill: to avoid
goblin pursuit, the company stumbles into a dark clearing full of
wolves and climbs trees just in tinee. Gandalf scorches the wolves
vith wizard fire, but tables are ﬁurned when the goblins arrive and
kindle the trees. Even the wizard cannot save them nowm, Suddenly
sagles, "not kindly birds" but noble creatures who do not love goblins
(pe 108); fly the coﬁpany.to the comfortable safety of their high Eyrie.
Part of fhe great eucatastrophe in the Battle of the Five Armies in
Part IV, the eagles help this time by giving f&od and setting the
company down nearer iis destination; .

On a hill of rock in the riddle of The Great River, the wizard
reveals that he_must leave the dwaris soon, aiter he has seen them
resupplied at the hall of Beorn, a huge mam who can turn himself into
a bear and does not Yhunt or éat wild animals" (118)s Whereas Elrond
was half elf, Beorn is half bear. Just as the dwarfs took refuge from
trolls with elves, they take refuge from wolves with good animals,
and it seems consistent that birds should bear them there. Gandalf
has a plan for gaining hospitaiity from Beorn, who lives alone,
served by intelligent animals. A variation on the plan which worked
50 well with Bilbo and so badly with the trolls, it is simply that

i the dwarfs arrive a few at a {ime while Gandalf tells the tale of
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their adventures. The plan works. After a supper “sucia as they had
not had since they « « ¢ said good=bye to Elrond" (p. 127), they sing
and sleep, to be awakened at midnight by sounds like the tranping of
many bears outside. Finally, after a day spent in his fierce bear
shape investigating Gandalf's story, Beorn returns to offer help and
advice, To avoid goblins,'the dwarfs must follow an 014 elvish road
throught Mirkwood, but they must not touch the black stream that flows
there or leave the path for any reason. As they say farewell to Ganw
dalf on the forest's edge, a new subwtale has already begun, one in

which Bilbo, master of sword and ring, will find his heroism put to a

harder teste

Part III. Mirkwood, Chapters VIII-X, Foes: Spiders and greedy elves.
Places of peril: Dark under trees and tunnels underground. Savior:
Bilbo.' Bilbo's test: Saving the dwarfs. Bilbo'!s prize: Leadership.
River: Running. House: At Esgaroth.

A new moral cbmplexity enters in Part III. In the first two
parts the compahy is threatened only by obvioﬁs viliains-rdisorderly,
quarrelsome caannibals who hate the sun--and takes refuge with orderly
and friendly non~hunters. In Part IIIL they are imprisoned by hunting
elves who are, nevertheless; Good Pééple, and they take refuge with
men who have corrgpt leadershipe Dwarfish greed makes the elves
enemies, and human greed welcomes the dwarfs at Esgarothe The cor=
ruption of the "good" dwarfs which forces Bilbo to turn against.them
in Part IV is airead& underwaye. Again short of food in a dark funnel,
this time under trees, the dwarfs cross the forbidden sitream only

tecause Bilbo's eyes are sharp enough to help them-grapple a little
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boat. But as the last dwarf is crossing, a black stag leaps over hin,
pushing him into the soporific water, so he falls asleep just as
white deer and the sound of distant horns suggest entrance into an
elvish otherworld. Climbing a tall tree in what he does not know is
a small dishlike valley (Bunyén would call it the Dell of Despair),
Bilbo sees only more trees and can tell no news of the forest's edge
to the hungry dwarfs, or to the stream's victim, who awakens suddenly
telling dreams of a woodland feasts Balin sees light in the trees,
and the company foolishly ieaves the road to approach an elvish
feast, But the light dies suddenly. They chase other lights, and

~ soon Bilbo is lost--élone, hungry and asleep in the darkness. Bag=
gins that he is, he is dreaming of bacon and eggs when the giant
s2ider grabs hime

Naming the knife with which he kills the spider Sting, Bilbo

searches for his friends. They are in bags again, this time cobweb
sacks suspended from boughs by a tribe of great spiders, and in
Gandalf!'s absence, Bilbo must save them, Inviéible, ne taunts the
spiders and leads them away, doubling back to free the dwarfs. With
the help of Sting and much hobbit valor, they escape the spiders!
realm but are still lost, hungry and tired under the endless leaves.
The discovery that Thorin, the dwarf chief, is missing underlines
Bilbols assuption'of leadership just before they are surrounded at
twilight by a troop of elves. Because the Elf=King wants to know the
dwarfs?! errand and they liave no wish to share treasure, it seems they
may be trapped forever in ail underground palace behind magic doors.
But Bilbo, whose magic ring lets him move unnoticed, discovers that

Thorin is also imprisoned and conceives a plane Stealing a key from
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a drunken jailer, he frees the dwarfs and packs them into empty food
barrels that the elves will float down river to Esgarothe And he leaps
invisibly after them. So it is that the company, half=dead with hard=-
ship, and enclosed in things baglike, washes ashore at the lakemen's
town within sight of The Mountaine

There are again conéolations of rest, food, shelter, and song
in the houses of men, but unlike Elrond and Beorn, the lakemen have
lost their nobility in the shadow of the dragon. Their leader is
a skeptical, cowardly, selfish merchant==a sort of Kay without an
Arthur~~who helps the dwarfs only because his public demands ite
Emblematic of the town's corruption is its location on piles in tne
river, a passive defense against Smaug, for, to get to their partially

good haven,- the dwarf{s cross only part way across the river. They

fully cross only when, reprovisioned, they enter the Desolation of

Smauge

Part IV, The Lonely MHountain, Chapter XI-XIX. Foes: Dragon, dis=
sension, gbblins-and wargse. Places of péril: Tunnels underground, the
battlefield. Saviors: Bilbo and Bard; Bagles and Beorn. Bilbols
prizes: Treasure and safe return.~ Rivers: All previous. House:
Bag=End.

Because Part IV, as the last part, nust resoive the total story
as well as end itself-=and must balance Part I=~it is longer and
more complex than the others, Part III had only three chapters, but
two of Part IV's eight chapters are devoted to comsolation after all
real peril is paste In a éense, though evil could triumph any time

before Chapter XVIII, everything after Smaug's death is epilogue,
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The trecasure secured, two things are happening: superiicially, people
are facing the deadly problems of dividing treasure; but more deeply,
the treasure is testing people, destroying those who subuit to greed.
Again Bilbo's Tookishness is fading as the company enters the
Desolation "at the waning of the year" (po. 195). The dwarfs deséair
when no tool will break the secret door, so only Bilbo is watchning
when sunset comes on Durin's daye. Thanks to him, the tunnel is open,
and tho time has come for him to be a burglar. Though he has a magic
ring and is "a very different hobbit from the one that had run out
without a pocket~handkerchief from Bag=End long ago (p. 204), the
Baggins part of him wishes for home, and matters become more serious
when he sees the dragon's glow from inside the tunnel: $Going on
from there was the bravest thing he ever did. The tremendous things
that happened afterwards were as nothing compared to it¥ (p. 20%5).
Bilbo steals a cup from the sleeping dragson, who soon awakens from
dreams of a bill=boy=='a warrior, altogether insignificant in size
but provided with a bifter sword and great courage'" (pe 207)~=dis=
covers his loss and scorches the mountainside. Huddled behind their
door, the dwarfs are helpless. Bilbo, in a second invisible visit to
the dragon, carelessly reveals that Esgaroth helped the dwarfs, but
ne discovers an armorless spot in the dragon's belly, As Smaug flies
to Esgaroth for revenge, so flies an intelligent thrush with tidings
of his weak spot, which tidings permit a noble archer to slay the
dragon as it destroys the towne Thorin has shown sympteoms of dragone
sickness by claiming the Arkenstone, a priceless gem, as his alone,
The door smashed, trapped in their ﬁunnels, the dwarfs must

fcllow Bilbo down to the dragon's lair, where the hobbit finds and
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hides the Arkenstone. Lighting torches, arming themselves, the advern=
turers march out the great cavern door, past ancient ruins, to a
watchhouse high up the mountainside, where they rest and sce only "a
gathering of many birds® (p. 233). The dragon's slayer, descended fron
the nobles of Dale, begins Esgarotin’s reconstruction in the name of

the selfish towvm master, then marches off to the Lonely Mountain with
an arny of townsiolk and friendly elves.

Because dwarfs understand no bird=speech, the helpful thrush
brings them an ancient raven, who tells of the dragon's death and the
march, advising Thorin to cooperate with the arriving armyl. Fortifying
the cavern door, the dwaris watch the army gather and sing to drown
out elvish music, but it is a harsh situation, with Thorin growing

o . . 5
more and more fierce in thoughts of the Arkenstone. A dwarf army
fronm the Iron Hills is expected soon; a battle between the several
ngood" peoples seems inevitable. To make peace, Bilbo is willing to
lose the Arkenstone and anger a dragon=sick dwarf, so he slips into
the besieging camp and gives the elves and men the gem with which to
bargaine EKe is surprised to see Gandalf there, but Thorin is nmore

S . . . < .

There is some basis for ending Part IV with Chapter XV, seeing
the dwarfs? fortified cave~home as its House and the dragonts death as
its final eucatastrcvhe, The singing and the fact that the dwarfis are
home suggest this, in which case the fourth and fifth parts could be
represented as follows: o

. Part IV. The Lonely Mountain, Chapters XI-XV. Foe: Dragone.
Place of peril: Tunnel underground. Saviors; Bilbo and Bard. Bilbo's
test: Courage without hLope. Bilbo's prize: Arkenstone, armore. River:
Running. House: Thorin's Hall,

Part V. Battlefield, Chapters XVI-XIX, IFoes: dissension, gob=
lins. Place of peril: Battlefield. Saviors: ZEagles and Beorne
Bilbo's test: Peace chosen over wealthe Bilbo's prize; Gold and safe
return. Rivers: All previous. House: Bag=End.

The main flaw in this scheme is that it takes the dragon from the

last part, where he seems to belong both because he is the last new
foe and because of his suggested identification with Bilbo.
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surprised to see his gem in '“Yenemy" hands the next day, when he agrees
to elvish terms and expells Bilbo from the cavee. For, though the
hobbit has crept back to his friendsy he does not lie when asked who
took the stone. The solitary act of self=sacrifice for peace, the
renouncing of greed and truthfulness in the face of danger are final
roofs of his heroism., His Tookishness established, Bilbo will hence=
forth be little more than baggage.

The rest of the tale moves swiftlye. Bilbo's csacrifice leads
nowherec. Before the treaty can be exeeuted, dwarfs arrive from the
Iron Hills, and battle seems inevitable wkien, unexpectedly, the M"evil®
arrive in force. A horde of goblins and wolves attacks the quickly
united elves, dwaris, and nenes The Battle of Five Armies hegins.
OQutnumbered, the good armies are losing when Bilbo looks skyward and
is struck senseless as he is crying, "The Eagles are comingd® Later
he makes peace with a dying Thorin and learns that the eagles helped
the good armies, but it was the arrival of Beorn in his bear shape
which turned the battles Treasure is divided to everyonels satise
faction, Bilbo receiving all he can easily transport, and, after a
winter at'Beorn's and a spring visit with Elrond, he arrives home to
discover the contents of Bag~Ernd on auction, himself legally deades
Mildly co;recting the misﬁnderstanding, Bilbo lives happily in a
Baggins fashion, but without losing his friendship with dwarfs and

wizards, and his Tookish love for the elvish and the goode.
The humorous name, Bilbo, may be a compound of two diddle English

words suggesting the hobbitl!s initial immaturity and later heroisn.

Bil~bBie tsword-boy'® is fitting because his acquisition of Sting in
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the trolls'® cave is an essential part of his growth, permitting him to
~dominate Gollum and the spiders and to assume leadership over the
dwvarfse Middle English bille ‘note! suggests the domesticity which
seents his whole character at first:
The next day he had almost forgotien about
Gandalfs He did not remember things very
well, unless he put thenm down on his Engage~

ment Tablet: ike this: Gandalf Tea Vedl=
nesday (17)

Bil means 'sword' in OF heroic litera‘cure6 but bdie is not yet in the
.language. Martial implications of the word seem more evident, how-
ever, when we notice that the Old English for boy is cniht (Mod. E.
tknignt*). With the aid of his sword, Bilbo grows from a boy in deeds
as well as size into a knight "more worthy to wear the armor of elfw=
princes than many that have looked more comely in it" (pe 258).

Though it may be an accident that the days of the meeting with Gandalf,
of tea with the dwarfs and of the departure for Wilderland~-Tuesday,
Vednesday and Thursday=-are thé three days named in English after
Norse gods of war, it is difficult to feel sure that anything Tolkien
does is accidental winern it involves Germanic Philologye.

Bilko thinks of calling his memoirs, which are t?e pseudo=histori-
cal source of The Hobbit, "There and Back Again, a Hobkitts Holiday"
(p. 285), and the tale is éyclical, beginning and ending in Bilbo's
confortable hole., Gandalf and the dwarfs start the action, whichl
ends with a visit from the wizard and Balin, Bilbo's best friend
among the dwarfs., Bilbo is smolring "an enormous long wooden pipeV

(p. 17) at the very beginning when Gandalf appears, and at the very

®Beovulf, 1l. 40, 583, et
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end.Bilbo laughs and hands him the tobacco jar (p. 287). The cycle
is not a simple return, but part of a spirale The action in which

the hobbit played a part has produced prosperi{y, for his waistcoat is
Ymore extensive" and has "real gold buttons,"Aand Balin has a longer
beard and a magnificent jeweled belte The good people around the
Mountain, we are told, have prospered (p. 286), and Bilvbo has grown

to be a hobbit of the worlde He has "lost his reputation™ with his
provincial neighbors and taiken to "writing poetry and visiting the
elves" (p. 285).

Not only does the end of the story suggest the beginaing, but
there is an odd parallel between the hobbit standing at the doof of
his hole under The Hill smoking and Smaug the dragon (whose name
J«S. Ryan derives from OE sneocan 'to emit smoke'),7 fuming in his
cavern under The Mountaine The identification is strengthened by
Tolitients calling the rock shelf by the secret door to The Mountain
"the doorstep" in a chapter title, and by Bilbo's wish as he enters
the heart of the mountain that "I could wake up and find this beéstly
tunnel was my own front hall at.home" (pe 205). It is, in a sease,

a ghastly version of his own front héll, but he cénnot awalken from it,.
rriving "there' at the end of his quest, he is Yback again® at a
terrivle duplicéte of his home, and he nmust defeét that terror before
returning home. YGoing on from there,” Tolitrien writes a few sentences
later, "was the bravest thing he ever did¥ (p. 205). Considexring this
identificatiOn, it is interestiing that when he returns and finds his
hole {(like Smaug's) being plundered, he takes the loss of '‘many of

7"Germanic'Mythology Applied==The Extension of the Literary Folk
Menory," Folklore, LXXVII (Spring 1966), 50.
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his silver spoons™ (p. 285) more gracefully than Smaug does the loss
of a stolen cupe. TFor it is probably Bilbo'!s high resistance to greed,
called ¥"dragon=sickness" by Tolldden (pe 286), that lets him remain
very happy to the end of his days® (p. 285).

The structure of The Horlit, then, involves, opposition and return:
the end of the guest is an evil double of its beginning, the end of
the story a return to that veginning, Vithin this structure, the four
parts parallel one anotiher and, as far as their linear shape allovs,
parallel the overall storye Each part begins and ends with departure
ffom a comfortable house with well-stocked bags, and at each nouse
there is song. Though underground, Bilbo's home has none of the
discomforts we associate with caves (p. 15), so it is a combination
of house and hole: an overlapping significance which is called for by
the overlapping structures of opposition and returne To balance the
Lonely Mountain, it must be a cave, but to be a happy point of depar=
ture and return, it must be homelike and that, to most readers, implies
a house. There are, in fact, only three houses visited in The Hobbitw=
Elrond's house,-Beorn's hall, and Esgaroth=~and all three are places
of rest, resuppl& and song, havens of consolation after the dearth
and danger through which the company has passedo ﬁsgaroth is destroyed
by the dragon's fall, but it is not surprising that Bilbo and Gandalf
stop at the two other houses==those of good animals and the elves==to’
rest on the return journeye. They stop only at those two houseses So
there is no small reason for seeing these three houses, along with
Bilbo'!'s hole, as the beginning and ending poiﬁts of the four sub=
tales of The Hobbit.

The adventures have similar shapes, The compaay runs short of

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



38

supplies (losing its ponies in parts II and IV) and is caught by

evil beings in a dark place. In parts I and III the dwarfs are put in
sacks by hungry trolls or spiders at night under trees; in II and

IV they are trapped underground by goblins or a dragon. ZBilbo, briefly
separated from the expedition during each of the four parts, earns a
vrize, material or moral. There is only one close call in part I, two
or three in the other paris, but after the final escape in each part,
the company crosses a river and comes to a place of food, song and
companionshipe. Suggesting the visits with Tom Bombadil and with

Galadriel in The Fellowshivp of the Ring, these joyful houses are the

most pleasant passages in The Hobbit, but only because of the inter=

vening perils., Pleasure is sharpened by the knowledge that the road
walts ahead, "and even if they passed all the perils of the road, the
dragon was waiting at the end" (p.-134), and by the sense of relief
which follows their passage aéross the water which divides them from
thelr enemies.

More comment is in order here on '"the Consolation of the Happy
Ending," which Tolkien suggests '"that éll conplete fairy~stories must
’have.“8'~Treating fairy=-stories fefreshingly as serious art, hne
begihé to do for them what Aristotle did for drama and finds, in
place of the tragic catastrophe and purgation, a maglcal eucatastrovhe

and consolationes The eucatastronhic tale is *the true form of féiry:

R . - R S o s .
tale, and its highest function.® The newly=-coined word is needed

because the familiar “happy ending" is misleading. The heart of the

]

Tree and Leaf, D. G8

%Ibid., p. 68.
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fairy-story is not the ending, but the gucatastrophe or sudden joyous

<

Yifurn," the coming of Gandalf or the eagles, the deus 2x machina

which mars tragedy dbut is a beaut& hereo The Jjoyous turn doez not .
deny the possibility of defeat or preclude a later tragic fall: it
only asscrts the possibility of deliverance, Ygiving a fleeting
gliqpse of Joy, Joy beyond the walls of the world, poignant as grief."?o
Beoﬁulf's victory in Grendel's cave, for instance, is a strong ecucatase
trophe==a joyous reversal celebrated with song and dependent on the
chance discovery of a marvelous sword that will bite the ogresse=-but
it does not deny the possibility of his defeat by the dragon, or even
by another ogress.1] The Jjoyous turn is not the end, "“"for there is no
true end to any fairy-tale.“12 Bach story is only part of a larger
story.

As a scholar, Tolkien is conscious that he is only adding a few
leaves to "ithe countless foliage of the Tree of Tales";13 and as a

romancer, he suggests a vast early history of which his tales are only

fragments.14 In The Hobb.t, which may be read as prologue to The L

;

oTree and Leaf, pe G58.

nBeowulf, 11, 572-573.

2
]“Tree and Leaf, pe 686

13
Ibide, pe 56.

MBecause Tolkien's stories are written as though they were a
translation from ancient history, complete with scholarly apparatus,
some criticsrhave complained that the history interferes with the
fiction. They may find the appsratus tedious, but it is indeed fiction,
though written (like Swift's Tale of 2 Tub) in the form of scholarshipe.
The Professor Tolider who annotutes the Red Book of Westrarch is a
fictional person created by Tollien the romancer. The notes are merely
another style of narrative, the persuasiveness of whick is attested to
by its being confused with non=fiction. See Ready, Understanding
TOlI{ien’ Pe 74.
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of the Rinms, there are hints of goovlin wars in the mines of Moria

(ppe 37 and 65) and of the Necromancer driven from his tower to the
south of Mirkwood (p. 281). These places and the results of these
cvents are shown at first hand in the later romance, where there are

dozens of additional "historical™ allusions, and the appendices refer

to The Silmarillion, an unpublished Middle=carth history first writion
. . e ; vsa 13 - ;
by Tolkien ysars before The Hobbit, Sam and Frodo discuss the Tree

of Tales at a dark nmoment in The Two Towers:

“"Beren now, he never thought he was going
to get that Silmaril from the Iron Crovn in
Thangorodrim, and yet he did, and that vas a
worse place and blacker danger thanl OUTS e e o o
Wetve got==you'lve got some of the light of
it in that star-glass that the Lady gave you!
¥hy, to think of it, welre in the same tale still!
It's going on. Dontt the great tales ever end?®

WNo, they never end as itales," said Frodo.
“"But the people in them come, and go when their
part!s ended® (II, 408).

Bilbvot's part, which is told mosﬁly in The Hobbit and becomes part

of other tales when he carries an ancient knife from the goblin wars

and discovers the One Ring of Sauron, easily divides into four parts,
= each one in itself a little tale. Though, in the words of an early

review, the book is VYcrammed with episodes that will obliterate need

for meals and bed,"16 it is not episodic like Orlando Furiosoe Strucew

tures of opposition and return submerge the four tales, each depeandent

on the others, in a relentless coherent narrative flows.

15Lin Carter, Tolkien, pe 27

A]BTimes Literary Suvplement, October 2, 1937,
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