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54
g u a rd e d  by  H e im d a ll  vri.th t h e  G j a l l a r h o r n , "  o t h e r  n a rro w  b r id g e s  

a n d  m a rv e lo u s  h o r n s .  A n a rro w  b r i d g e  w i th o u t  a  p a r a p e t  l e a d s  i n t o  

t h e  e l v i s h  R iv e n d a le .^ ^  The n a rro w  b r id g e  o f  Khazud-Dum ( I ,  4 2 8 -4 3 0 ) , 

w h ic h  r e s e m b le s  B i f r O s t  a s  a  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  a  f i e r y  m o n s te r ,  i s  

g u a rd e d  by  G a n d a lf ,  who may b e  I d e n t i f i e d  w ith  H e im d a ll,  n o t  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  t h e i r  names a r e  s i m i l a r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  b o th  " s to r m -  

c ro w s ,"  w a rn in g  o f  com ing d a n g e r  ( I I ,  1 3 9 ) . H e im d a ll* s  h o rn  s u g g e s t s  

B o r o m ir 's  w h ich  may b e  h e a rd  a t  home i f  b low n  an y w h ere  w i th in  th e  

r e a lm  o f  G ondor ( I I ,  3 4 7 ) .  The h o rn  g iv e n  M erry  by Eowyn h a s  s u c h  

v i r t u e  t h a t  " h e  t h a t  b lo w s i t  a t  n e e d  s h a l l  s e t  f e a r  i n  t h e  h e a r t  

o f  h i s  enem ies  an d  jo y  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s "  ( I I I ,  3 1 6 ) .

C e l t i c  r e f e r e n c e s ,  th o u g h  n o t  p r o f u s e ,  d e m o n s tra te  T o lk ie n ’s

56i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m y th o lo g y . He l i k e d  " t h e  l a n d  o f  M e r l in  an d  A r t h u r , "

a n d  G a n d a lf  t h e  f a r - s e e i n g  a d v i s o r  o f  k in g s  c e r t a i n l y  owes much t o

57M e r l in ,  A ra g o rn  t o  A r th u r .  "Hy B r e a s a i l  i n  t h e  W est" p a r a l l e l s  

t h e  U ndying  L ands o f  t h e  U a la r .  T o lk ie n ’ s  e l v e s ,  who w i l l  d w in d le  

t o  a  r u s t i c  f o l k  o f  d e l l  and  c a v e ,  s lo w ly  t o  f o r g e t  and  t o  be  f o r ­

g o t t e n "  ( I ,  472) o n c e  t h e  R in g  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  seem  a n c e s t o r s  o f  th e

S h e e - f o lk  h e  m e n tio n s  i n  a  n o t e .^ ^  T h ese  a r e  t h e  I r i s h  S ld h e . f a i r y

59d e i t i e s  d w e l l in g  i n  m ounds, t u m u l i ,  an d  g r o t t o e s .  The e lv e s  i n  

The H o b b i t . v;ho aire  m ore d e c a d e n t  th a n  G a l a d r i e l ’ s  s u b j e c t s  (n o  d o u b t

54T re e  a n d  L e a f ,  p .  6 3 .

^ ^The H o b b i t . p .  6 0 .

^ ^ T re e  a n d  L e a f , p .  4 1 .

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  6 .

^ ^ T re e  an d  L e a f ,  p .  9 .

59
F ra n k  C hap in  B ra y , B r a y ’s  U n iv e r s a l  D ic t i o n a r y  o f  M ytho logy  

(Nev/ Y o rk , 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  18 .
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b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  from  h e r  m agic r i n g ) ,  a l r e a d y  l i v e  w i th in  

a  h i l l  b e h in d  a  m agic d o o r ;  a n d  h o b b i t s ,  th o u g h  l a r g e l y  T o l k i e n 's  

ovm c r e a t i o n ,  a r e  a  r u s t i c  m o u n d -d v /e llin g  f o l k  s a i d  s t i l l  t o  be 

a l i v e ,  th o u g h  "now th e y  a v o id  u s  w i th  d ism ay  an d  a r e  becom ing  h a rd  

t o  f in d "  ( I ,  1 1 ) .  T o l k i e n 's  s i n i s t e r  b a rro w  v ; ig h ts ,  th o u g h  more 

l i k e  O ld  N o rse  d r a u g a r  (OE o r c n e a s )^ ^  th a n  I r i s h  S h e e - f o lk  i n  c h a ra c ­

t e r ,  a r e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  tu m u lu s - d w e l le r s , t h e  shadow s o f  t h e i r  f a i r  

I r i s h  c o u s in s .  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  r e v e a l s  su c h  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  N orse  

a n d  C e l t i c  M ythology t h a t  th e y  m ust r a n k  w ith  O ld  an d  M id d le  E n g l is h  

l i t e r a t u r e  a s  m a jo r  s o u r c e s  f o r  T o lk ie n ,

B etv/een t h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  an d  th e  p u b l i ­

c a t i o n  o f  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s , t h e r e  a p p e a re d  i n  p r i n t  s e v e r a l  

e v id e n c e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  c o n t in u in g  c r e a t i v e  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t y ,  

a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  h i s  w ork i n  O ld E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  M a rg a re t 

W il l i a m s ' W ordhoard , an  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g ro u n d  t o  O ld  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  p r o f u s e  new t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  ack n o w led g es  i n  

1940 t h a t  s h e  was " s t i m u l a t e d  b y  th e  h e l p f u l  g u id a n c e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

J .R .R ,  T o lk ie n "  (New Y o rk , p .  v i i ) .  T h a t th e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  

T o l k i e n 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i s  s u g g e s te d  n o t  o n ly  by  t h i s  ack now ledge­

m ent b u t  a l s o  by  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  s t y l e .  V /ill ia m s  l i k e s  o ld  w ords b u t  

a v o id s  d e a d  o n e s ,  a n d  s h e  r e g u l a r l y  t r a n s l a t e s  OE m id d a n g e a rd  a s  

" m i d d le - e a r th . "  A lso  p u b l is h e d  i n  1940 v/as th e  e d i t i o n  o f  J o h n  C la rk  

H a l l ' s  B eow ulf t r a n s l a t i o n ,  w h ic h  f i r s t  in c lu d e d  th e  T o lk ie n  i n t r o ­

d u c t io n  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e -  B e s id e s  d i s c u s s in g  some p o i n t s  em bodied i n  

t h e  f i c t i o n ,  t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w i th  i t s  s u mma r y  o f  O ld  E n g l is h

®^Cf, Beovmlf. 1 .  112,
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v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  M odern E n g l i s h  v e r s e s ,  r e f l e c t s  T o l k i e n 's  

d e s i r e  to  t r a n s p o s e  t h e  o ld  m e te r  i n t o  M odern E n g l i s h .  H is  o r i g i n a l  

s e q u e l  to  The B a t t l e  o f  M aldon , w r i t t e n  i n  M odern E n g l is h  w i th  th e  

a c c e n t u a l  l i n e s  an d  h e a d  rhym es o f  O ld  E n g l i s h  v e r s e ,  was p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1953 a s  The Homecoming o f  B e o r h tn o th  B e o rn h th e lm 's  S on .  T h e re  

a r e  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s  o f  h e a d -rh y m ed  v e r s e  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , 

a n d  poems i n  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B om bad il u s e  d e v ic e s  e v id e n t ly  

i m i t a t e d  from  O ld N orse  p r o s o d y .  I n  1 9 4 9 , T o lk ie n  p u b l is h e d  a  

p l e a s a n t  t a l e  o f  d ra g o n - ta m in g  w h ich  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  th e  

T h ird  A ge, b u t  i n  th e  M id d le  A g e s , F a rm e r G i le s  o f  Ham, much m ore 

a  c h i l d r e n 's  book  th a n  The H o b b i t . n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n ta in s  s e v e r a l  

O ld  N o rse  p a r a l l e l s  a n d  d e v e lo p s  l i g h t l y  some th em es ex p an d ed  i n  

The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s .

The F e l lo w s h in  o f  th e  R in g  a n d  The Tv/o T o w ers . t h e  f i r s t  two 

vo lum es o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , w ere  p u b l is h e d  i n  E n g la n d  i n  1954 , 

a n d  i n  1955 The R e tu rn  o f  t h e  K in g  f o l lo w e d .  R i s in g  p o p u la r  i n t e r e s t  

i n  M id d le - e a r th  drev/ m ore b o o k s  i n t o  p r i n t ,  ' 'T r a n s l a t i o n s "  from  

v e r s e s  o s t e n s i b l y  w r i t t e n  o r  c o l l e c t e d  by  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  The L ord  

o f  th e  R in g s  f i l l  o u t  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B om bad il ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  a n d  

"On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  a n d " l e a f  by  N ig g le "  ( w r i t t e n  1 9 3 8 -3 9 , p u b l is h e d  

1947) w ere  r e p r i n t e d  i n  book  fo rm  i n  1964 a s  T re e  and  L e a f ,  A m erican  

p a p e rb a c k  e d i t i o n s  o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  a n d  The H o b b it i n  1965 

made T o lk ie n  a  b e s t - s e l l e r  (T he H o b b it w as r e v i s e d  i n  1966) an d  w ere  

f o llo w e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  by  a  p a p e rb a c k  T o lk ie n  R e a d e r r e p r i n t i n g  

Homecoming, T re e  and L e a f . F a rm e r G i l e s , a n d  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom 

Bo m b a d il,  A new c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k . S m ith  o f  V/ooton M anor a p p e a re d  i n  

1 967 , t h e  same y e a r  a s  The Road Goes E v e r  On. a  r e p r i n t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l
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s o n g s  a lo n g  w i th  m u s ic a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts  by  D onald  Sv/ann a n d  n o te s  by 

T o lk ie n  on e l v i s h  la n g u a g e  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  Poems a n d  Sonirs o f  M idd le  

E a r t h , a n  L .P , r e c o r d in g  from  Caedmon R e c o rd s , i n c l u d e s  some o f  

Sw ann’s  s e t t i n g s  sung  by W il l ia m  E lv in  a s  w e l l  a s  r e a d in g s  b y  T o lk ie n  

h i m s e l f .  R e c e n tly  (M arch 1969) a  p a p e rb a c k  volum e h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  

r e p r i n t i n g  t h e  n o n - M id d le - e a r th  s t o r i e s .  F a rm er G i le s  an d  S m ith .

The S i l m a r i l l i o n , a  w ork i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  o f  M id d le - e a r th  

w h ich  h a s  b e e n  i n  p r o g r e s s  s i n c e  b e f o r e  The H o b b i t . i s  a w a i te d  by 

T o lk ie n ’ s  r e a d e r s .  The O x fo rd  s c h o l a r  who was f o r ty - tw o  b e f o r e  h e  

p u b l is h e d  a n y th in g  b e s id e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  s o ld  m i l l i o n s  

o f  vo lum es o f  f i c t i o n ,  w e l l  o v e r  a  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  B a l l a n t i n e  e d i t i o n  

o f  The H o b b it  a lo n e .

B u t T o lk ie n  h a s  n o t  a b a n d o n ed  s c h o l a r l y  e f f o r t s  s i n c e  t h e  s u c c e s s  

o f  h i s  f i c t i o n .  I n  1952 t h e  E a r ly  E n g l i s h  T e x t S o c i e ty  p u b l is h e d  

h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  A ncrene  W is s e . t h e  E n g l i s h  t e x t  o f  t h e  A n cren e  R j.w le. 

a  p r o s e  t r e a t i s e  on m o n a s t ic  l i f e  i n  t h e  W est M id la n d  d i a l e c t ,  an d  

he  was one o f  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  and  

l i t e r a r y  r e v i s i o n "  o f  The J e r u s a le m  B i b l e . Mew Y o rk , 196 6 , p .  i i .  

R e c e n tly  h e  h a s  t r a n s l a t e d  The P e a r l  a n d  S i r  Gaw ain a n d  t h e  G reen  

K n ig h t , a l s o  i n  W est M id la n d  d i a l e c t ,  i n t o  M odern E n g l i s h  v e r s e .

T h is  r e c e n t  w o rk , an d  t h e  e m p h a s is  on  M id d le - e a r th  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  

n o t e s  to  The Road Goes E v e r  On. e m p h asize  T o lk ie n ’s  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  

T o lk ie n ’s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  show  h im , t h e n ,  t o  be  a n  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p h i l o l o g i s t  vn .th  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  h e r o i c  v e r s e  and  

M id d le  E n g l i s h  o f  t h e  W est H ig h la n d s ,  b u t  h e  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l -  

in fo rm e d  i n  O ld  M orse and  C e l t i c  p h i lo l o g y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  th e  b r e a d th  

o f  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t
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h e  i s  u n a c q u a in te d  w i th  a n y  w ork  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  p l a c e  h eav y  e m p h a s is  on T o lk ie n 's  

f i r s t  f i c t i o n .  The H o b b i t , c o n s id e r in g  m o t i f s  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  Rin,n:s 

an d  o t h e r  w orks p r i m a r i l y  a s  c o n t i n u a t i o n s  o f  th o s e  a l r e a d y  i n i t i a t e d  i n  

t h e  e a r l i e r  boo k . Some d e f e n s e  i s  p e rh a p s  n e e d e d  f o r  e m p h a s iz in g  w ha t i s  

r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  l e s s e r  w o rk , b u t  t h e r e  n e e d  b e  no a p o lo g y  f o r  s tu d y in g  

w hat v/as c l a s s i f i e d  on  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  a  c h i l d r e n 's  b o o k , f o r  t h e  

s t y l i s t i c  e x c e l le n c e  o f  The H o b b it a n d  i t s  d e m o n s tra te d  a p p e a l  to  m a tu re  

r e a d e r s  h av e  s i n c e  r e l e a s e d  i t  from  t h e  n u r s e r y  s h e l v e s .  The s t r o n g  

s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t s  s t o r y  i s  b e t t e r  i n  some ways th a n  t h e  g r e a t ,  b u t  sp raw ­

l i n g  an d  so m e tim es  f l a t ,  n a r r a t i v e  to  w h ich  i t  i s  a  p r e lu d e ;  a n d  i n  an y  

c a s e ,  v ie w in g  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in e s  from  w i t h in  i t s  p r e lu d e  g iv e s  a  s e n s e  

o f  T o l k i e n 's  e v o lu t io n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h ie v e  o t h e r w i s e .  E m p h asis  on  The 

H o b b it seem s a p p r o p r i a t e  a l s o  b e c a u s e  a l l  o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  i s  q u i t e  

r e c e n t ,  t h e  a u th o r  s t i l l  a l i v e  a n d  w o rk in g . A s u b s t a n t i a l  d o c u m e n ta t io n  

o f  m e d ie v a l  m o t i f s  i n  t h e  tw e lv e  h u n d re d  p a g e s  o f  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in g s  

w ould  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  y e a r s  o f  s tu d y  by m ore th a n  on e  m an. E ven  i f  

s u f f i c i e n t  p r e l im in a r y  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  s u c h  doc­

u m e n ta t io n  w ould  b e  p re m a tu re  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  The S i l m a r l l l i o n . 

w h ic h  may b e  e x p e c te d  t o  a n sw e r  many q u e s t io n s  a n d  r a i s e  o t h e r s .  The 

H o b b i t . one h o p e s , may b e  i n s u l a t e d  from  t h i s  u p h e a v a l  by  t h e  e x p a n se  o f  

tw e lv e  h u n d re d  p a g e s .  So I  h a v e  c h o se n  t o  l i m i t  my s y s te m a t ic  t r e a tm e n t  

t o  The H o b b it  a s  a  r i c h  f i e l d ,  a n d  one  a s  l a r g e  a s  c a n  b e  p low ed  v / i th  t h i s  

y e a r ' s  m a c h in e ry ;  b u t  w h e n e v e r i s s u e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h a t  b o o k  seem  a p p l i c a b l e  

t o  The Lord o f  t h e  B in g s . I  w i l l  a p p ly  th em , an d  th e r e b y  h o p e  t o  demon­

s t r a t e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  f i c t i o n ,  an d  to  b e t t e r  r e v e a l  i t s  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  g ro u n d  o u t  o f  w h ic h  i t  g rew .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



C h a p te r  Two

The F o u r - P a r t  S t r u c t u r e  o f  B i l b o 's  E d u c a tio n

The H o b b it  t r a c e s  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  B i lb o  fro m  " t h e  l i t t l e  f e l lo w  

b o b b in s  a n d  p u f f i n s  on  th e  m at"  who " lo o k s  m ore l i k e  a  g r o c e r  t h a n  a  

b u r g l a r "  ( p .  3 0 ) t o  t h e  r e a l  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  d w a r f s ' a d v e n tu r e  ( p .  211) 

who s t e a l s  a  cup from  a  d ra g o n  a n d  a  gem from  T h o r in  a n d , m ore impoi*" 

t a n t ,  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  Smaug, l i k e  F a f n i r ,  i s  v u l n e r a b le  u n d e r  t h e  l e f t  

s h o u ld e r .^  Though B i lb o  i s  h a l f  a  c e n tu r y  o l d ,  h i s  s i z e ,  d o m e s t ic i ty  

a n d  in n o c e n c e  s u g g e s t  c h i ld h o o d - -d e s c e n d e d  th o u g h  h e  may b e  fro m  B u l l -  

r o a r e r  T ook , "who was s o  h u g e  ( f o r  a  h o b b i t )  t h a t  he  c o u ld  r i d e  a  

h o r s e "  ( p .  3 0 )^ ^ a n d  l i k e  P a r z i v a l ,  h e  m a tu re s  th ro u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  

h a r d s h ip s  a n d  t e s ^ s  from  a  s h e l t e r e d  in n o c e n t  i n t o  a  p ro v e n  h e r o ,  

uncow ed b y  d ra g o n s  a n d  u n c o r r u p te d  b y  g o l d .  The s t o r y  o f  B i l b o 's  

e d u c a t io n  may b e  b ro k e n  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ;  (1 )  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  fro m  t h e  

S h i r e ,  (2 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  i n  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s , (3 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  

i n  M irkw ood, a n d  (4 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  a t  t h e  L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , Though 

e a c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a  h ig h e r  s t a g e ,  t h e  p a r t s  a r e  s i m i l a r :  e a ch  b e g in s

w i t h  a  w e l l - e q u ip p e d  jo u rn e y  i n t o  t h e  d a r k  w i ld e r n e s s  a n d  m oves 

th ro u g h  w a n t ,  d a n g e r ,  c a p t i v i t y  a n d  u n l i k e l y  e s c a p e  t o  a  h o s p i t a b l e  

h o u s e  w h ere  t h e  e x p e d i t io n  r e s t s  a n d  r e s u p p l i e s .  The happy  e n d in g , 

a c c o r d in g  to  T o lk ie n ,  i s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  f a i r y  s t o r y  an d  g iv e s  j o y ,  

n o t  b y  d e n y in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e f e a t ,  b u t  b y  d e n y in g  u n i v e r s a l  

f i n a l  d e f e a t .  The c o n s o la t i o n  o f  t h e  h ap p y  e n d in g  i s  a n a lo g o u s  t o ,  

a n d  no l e s s  d i g n i f i e d  t h a n ,  t h e  p u r g a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a g i c  o n e . The

^Cfo I 4 a rg a re t  S c h la u c h ,  t r a n s , ,  The S ag a  o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  (New 
Y o rk , 1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .  9 6 ,
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H o ljb lt c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  d i s t i n c t ,  b u t  n o t  s e p a r a t e ,  t a l e s ,  e a c h  e n d in g

w i th  t h e  c o n s o la t io n s  o f  fo o d ,  co m p a n io n sh ip  an d  te m p o ra ry  s e c u r i t y

a f t e r  a  " su d d e n  jo y o u s  t u r n , "  a n  u n e x p e c te d  r e s c u e .  T h ese  t a l e s  a r e

p a r t s  o f  a  f u l l  s t o r y ,  w h ic h  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M id d lc ^ e a r th ,

w h ich  i t  i t s e l f  o n ly  a  t h r e a d  ( th o u g h  a  b r i g h t  o n e ) i n  " t h e  i n t r i c a t e  

2
web o f  s t o r y , "

B eca u se  t h e  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  The H o b b it a r e  som ew hat p a r a l l e l ,  

e le m e n ts  i n  o n e  p a r t  h a v e  e q u iv a l e n t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  A b r i e f  c h a r t  • 

o f  t h e s e  e q u iv a l e n t  e le m e n ts ,  e n te r e d  b e f o r e  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  

t h e  fo l lo w in g  sum m ary, may h e lp  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  f o u r ^ p a r t  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  t h e  s t o r y .

P a r t  I ,  B etw een  t h e  S h i r e  a n d  V / i ld e r la n d , C h a p te rs  T - I I I ,  F o e s ;  

T r o l l s ,  P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  D a rk n e ss  u n d e r  t r e e s .  S a v io r :  G a n d a lf ,

B i l b o ’ s  t e s t :  P ro v e s  h e  i s  a  b u r g l a r .  B i l b o ’ s  p r i z e :  E lv i s h  k n i f e .

R iv e r :  L o u d v ra te r, H ouse; E l ro n d ’s  a t  R iv e n d a le ,

B lov/ing  smoke r i n g s  one  m o rn in g  b y  h i s  ro u n d  g r e e n  d o o r .  B i lb o  

B a g g in s  s e e s  a  s t r a n g e  o l d  man v â th  a  s t a f f .  Though h i s  m o th e r  was 

o f  t h e  a d v e n tu ro u s  Took f a m i ly ,  t h e  h o b b i t  h a s  " a p p a r e n t l y  s e t t l e d  

down im m ovably" i n  a  h a b i t  o f  d o m e s t ic  e a s e  i n  t h e  c o m f o r ta b le  b u rro w  

h i s  f a t h e r  b u i l t  v / i th  h i s  m o th e r ’ s  money ( p ,  1 7 ) ,  S o , th o u g h  B a g g in s -  

i s h l y  d o m e s tic  on th e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  h o b b i t  a n d  h i s  home h a v e  a  l a t e n t  

T o o ltis h n e s s , w h ich  b e g in s  t o  b e  aw akened  when t h e  o ld  man i d e n t i f i e s  

h im s e l f  a s  G a n d a lf  t h e  V /iza rd , a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  O ld  T ook , A rh a p s o d y  

on " s p le n d id "  f i r e w o r k s  a n d  a  s l i p  o f  xhe  uongue c o n v in c e  G a n d a lf  

t h a t  t h e  h o b b i t  i s  a s k in g  f o r  a d v e n tu r e ,  " In d e e d  f o r  y o u r  o ld  g r a n d -

2
T re e  a n d  L e a f , p ,  2 0 ,
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f a t h e r  l o o k 's  s a k e ,"  G a n d a lf  s a y s ,  " an d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  p o o r  B e l la d o n a ,

I  w i l l  g iv e  you  w hat you  a s k e d  f o r "  ( p .  1 9 )«

The n e x t  day  a t  t e a t i n o  t h i r t e e n  s t r a n g e  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  a  fev/ a t  a  

t im e ,  t a k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  B a g g in s is h  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  B a l i n ,  t h e  o ld  d w a rf  

who w i l l  "become q u i t e  fo n d  o f  B il"bo , a r r i v e s  s e c o n d , a n d  G a n d a lf  comes 

i n  t h e  l a s t  g ro u p  a lo n g  w i th  T h o r in  O a k e n s h ie ld ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  

d w a r f s .  A f t e r  a  m essy  t e a  a n d  com ic c le a n u p ,  i n  w hich th e  d v /a rfs  a r e
3

m e re ly  q u a in t  and  th e  h o b b i t  f u s s y ,  t h e  d w a rfs  p la y  m u sic  i n t o  t h e  

n i g h t ,  s i n g i n g  so n g s  o f  d r a g o n s ,  f i r e  an d  g o ld ,  "T hen  so m e th in g  T ook- 

i s h  woke up  i n s i d e  h im , an d  h e  w ish e d  to  go a n d  s e e  t h e  g r e a t  moun­

t a i n s  ,  ,  .  e x p lo r e  t h e  o a v e s  a n d  w e a r a  sw o rd  i n s t e a d  o f  a  w a lk in g -  

s t i c k "  ( p ,  2 8 ) ,  B u t t h e  mood f a d e s ,  a n d  B i lb o  s q u e a l s  a n d  c o l l a p s e s  

a t  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  h e  "may n e v e r  r e t u r n "  from  a  m y s te r io u s  a d v e n ­

t u r e  ( p ,  2 9 ) ,  The com m ents h i s  f a i n t i n g  e x c i t e s  a r e  s o  i n s u l t i n g  t h a t  

h i s  T o o k is h n e s s  s u d d e n ly  b u r s t s  f r e e :  "Many a  tim e  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  

B a g g in s  p a r t  r e g r e t t e d  w h a t h e  d i d , "  b u t  h e  s w e a rs  t o  do a n y th in g  t h e  

d w a rfs  w an t d o n e , even  " t o  f i g h t  t h e  vri.ld V/ere-worms i n  t h e  L a s t  

D e s e r t"  ( p ,  3 1 ) ,

Though t h e  h o b b i t  k e e p s  h i s  w o rd , h e  h a s  n o t  y e t  em erged  from  

c h i l d i s h n e s s ;  "my b o y ,"  G a n d a lf  c a l l s  him  ( p .  3 2 ) ;  a n d  T o lk ie n  a p o lo ­

g i z e s  f o r  B i l b o 's  ig n o r a n c e  o f  d r a g o n 's  h u g e n e s s ,  "He v;as o n ly  a  l i t t l e  

h o b b i t  you  m ust rem em ber" ( p .  3 3 ) ,  The d w a rfs  e x p la in  t h a t  B i lb o  i s  

to  b e  t h e i r  b u r g l a r  a s  th e y  c r o s s  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s  t o  r e c l a im  t r e a -  

u r e  s t o l e n  from  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  b y  t h e  d ra g o n  Smaug, f o r  a  b u r g l a r  i s  

n e e d ed  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  "M igh ty  W a r r io r ,"  an d  " i n  t h i s  n e ig h b o rh o o d

3
T h is  i s  one o f  t h e  p l a c e s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  book  w h ere  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  T o lk ie n ,  who moves s o  s m o o th ly  th ro u g h  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f ,  i s  
s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  b a la n c e  a n d  a lm o s t  f a l l i n g .
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h e ro e s  a r o  s c a r c e  o r  s im p ly  n o t  t o  b e  fo u n d "  ( p .  3 3 ) .  B i lb o ,  th e  t h r e e -  

f o o t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a  h e r o ,  " so  f a r  s t i l l  T o o k is h ly  d e te rm in e d  to  go on 

w i th  t h in g s "  ( p .  3 4 ) ,  h a s  o n ly  t o  h e a r  a  few  t a l e s  o f  d ra g o n s  a n d  h a rd ­

s h i p  b e f o r e  h e  f e e l s  h i s  T o o k is h n e s s  " w e a r in g  o f f "  ( p .  38 ) and  f a l l s  

a s l e e p  d o u b t in g  t h a t  he w i l l  go a t  a l l .

When B i lb o  awalcens l a t e  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  h e  i s  o d d ly  d i s a p p o in te d

a t  t h e  d w a r f s ' l e a v in g  w i th o u t  a  w o rd . B u t h e  i s  e a t i n g  a  s e c o n d  

b r e a k f a s t  when G a n d a lf  b r i n g s  w ord t h a t  t h e  d w a r fs  a r e  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  

i n n .  "To th e  end o f  h i s  d a y s  B i lb o  c o u ld  n e v e r  rem em ber hov; h e  fo u n d  

h im s e l f  o u t s i d e "  ( p .  4 1 ) ,  r i d i n g  o f f  t o  a d v e n tu r e  w i th  a  w iz a rd  an d  

t h i r t e e n  d v ;a r f s .  A f t e r  many d a y s  t h e  w e a th e r  a n d  c o u n t r y s id e  t u r n  b a d .

T h e re  a r e  no i n n s ,  a n d , w i th  G a n d a lf  m y s t e r io u s ly  a b s e n t ,  t h e  e x p e d i­

t i o n  l o s e s  m ost o f  i t s  b a g g a g e  i n  a  s w o l le n  r i v e r .  A round a  f i r e  i n  a  

d a rk  clum p o f  t r e e s ,  w h ic h  he h a s  b e e n  s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  B i lb o  f a c e s
4

h i s  f i r s t  t e s t .  H is  T o o k ish  a t t e m p t  to  t a k e  a  p u r s e  from  t h e  p o c k e t  

o f  one  o f  t h e  t h r e e  huge c a n n i b a l i s t i c  t r o l l s  h e  f i n d s  t h e r e  f a i l s ,  b u t  

h e  i s  so o n  ig n o r e d  a s  t h e  d w a rfs  b e g in  a p p ro a c h in g  t h e  f i r e  a n d ,  one  by  

o n e , a r e  c a u g h t  a n d  p u t  i n  s a c k s .  B e s id e s  t r y i n g  to  p i c k  t h e  t r o l l ' s  

p o c k e t ,  B i lb o  show s b r a v e r y  i n  t h i s  e p is o d e  b y  r e f u s i n g  t o  b e t r a y  h i s  

f r i e n d s  an d  b y  t r i p p i n g  a  t r o l l  whom T h o r in  i s  h o p e l e s s ly  f i g h t i n g .

B u t ,  how ever c o u ra g e o u s ,  a  h o b b i t  i s  no t r o l l - k i l l e r ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  a  

w i z a r d 's  l o r e  t o  k e e p  t h e  m o n s te rs  q u a r r e l i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s u n r i s e  t u r n s  

them  t o  s t o n e .  G a n d a lf  h a s  r e t u r n e d .  B i l b o 's  b u r g l a r y  d o e s  h e lp  w in 

t h e  a n c i e n t  b l a d e s  w h ic h  s a v e  th e  e x p e d i t io n  i n  P a r t  I I ,  f o r  h e  f i n d s  

t h e  k e y  w h ich  u n lo c k s  t h e  t r o l l s '  h o a rd  o f  t r e a s u r e  a n d  w e a p o n s . Then 

th e  company d e p a r t s  f o r  a  p la c e  c a l l e d  R iv e n d a le ,  w h ic h  i s  o n ly  a  few

^"T ook" i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  p r e t e r i t  o f  " t o  t a k e . "
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d a y s ' r i d e  a h e a d .

W ith  " n o t  much i n  t h e i r  b a g s "  ( p .  55) th e y  f o r d  t h e  r i v e r  i d e n t i ­

f i e d  a s  t h e  L o u d w ate r i n  The L ord  o f  th e  Rin%s a n d  come t o  th e  edge o f  

th e  m o u n ta in s . B i lb o  i s  " t h i n k i n g  o n c e  a g a in  o f  h i s  c o m f o r ta b le  c h a i r  

b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e "  ( p .  5 5 ) ,  b u t ,  ho w ev er B a g g in s is h  h i s  th o u g h t s ,  h e  i s  on 

a  T o o k ish  q u e s t  a n d  c a n n o t  t u r n  b a c k .  B e c a u se  th e y  " n e e d  fo o d , f o r  one 

t h i n g ,  and  r e s t  i n  r e a s o n a b le  s a f e t y "  ( p ,  5 5 ) ,  G a n d a lf  l e a d s  them  a lo n g  

a  n a rro w  p a th  th ro u g h  b a r e  c o u n tr y  t o  a  h id d e n  v a l l e y  w h e re , i n  th e  tw i­

l i g h t ,  th e y  c a n  h e a r  e lv e s  s in g i n g  u n d e r  t r e e s .  A f t e r  a  few  d a y s  o f  

r e s t  w i th  E l r o n d ,  who i s  h a lf - m a n  a n d  h a l f - e l f ,  th e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  c r o s s  

th e  m o u n ta in s .  F i r s t ,  E l ro n d  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  b l a d e s  from  th e  t r o l l - l a i r  

a s  e l v i s h  a n d  d i s c o v e r s  on  th e  t r e a s u r e  map i n v i s i b l e  w r i t i n g  w h ich  

t e l l s  t h a t  t h e  s i d e  d o o r  i n  t h e  m o u n ta in  c an  o n ly  b e  o p en ed  a t  s u n s e t  

on  D u r i n 's  d a y . B u t no on e  knows f o r  s u r e  w h a t d ay  t h a t  i s  any  more*

P a r t  I I ,  The M is ty  M o u n ta in s , C h a p te r s  I V - V I I I ,  F o e s :  G o b l in s ,  G o l-

lum an d  V /args, P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e ls  u n d e rg ro u n d , d a rk  u n d e r  t r e e s .

S a v i o r s :  G a n d a l f ,  E a g le s ,  B i l b o 's  t e s t ;  S a v e s  h i m s e l f ,  h a s  p i t y .

B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  The R in g , R iv e r ;  The G r e a t  R iv e r  (A n d u in ) , H ouse:

B e o r n 's  H a l l ,

A f t e r  d a y s  on  c ro o k e d , c o ld  a n d  l o n e l y  m o u n ta in  p a t h s .  B ilb o  i s  

t h in k i n g  a g a in  o f  " s a f e  a n d  c o m f o r ta b le  t h in g s "  ( p ,  64) when a  f r i g h t f u l  

th u n d e r s to r m  f o r c e s  t h e  company t o  s h e l t e r  i n  a  d r y ,  c l e a n  l i t t l e  cave*  

B i lb o  h e lp s  G a n d a lf  s a v e  t h e  d w a r f s ,  f o r  t h e  h o b b i t  aw akens j u s t  i n  

t im e  t o  w arn  t h e  w iz a rd  s o  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  c a p tu r e d  by  t h e  g o b l in s  

w hose d o o r s te p  t h e  c av e  i s .  B u t e v e ry o n e  e l s e  i s  c a p tu r e d ,  i n c l u d ­

i n g  B a g g in s  an d  th e  b aggage*  Condemned b e f o r e  t h e  g o b l in  k in g .
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t h e  company I s  s a v o d  a g a in  vri.th th o  h e lp  o f  G a n d a lf» o  f i e r y  wand an d  

t h e  e l v i s h  s w o rd s . F l e e i n g  down b la c k  t u n n e l s  l i t  by  t h e  g lo w in g  

w and, th e y  r e p e l  one  .g o b l in  a s s a u l t  b e f o r e  a  c o n fu s e d  am bush l e a v e s  

B i lb o  s tu n n e d  a n d  f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  d a r k .

A w alten ing , B i lb o  c ra w ls  th ro u g h  t h e  g loom  u n t i l  ho  to u c h e s  " a  

t i n y  r i n g  o f  c o ld  m e ta l"  a n d  p u t s  i t  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  " I t  w as t h e  

t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  b u t  he  d id  n o t  laaow i t "  ( p .  7 6 ) ,  H is  

B a g g in s  p e r s o n a l i t y  d o m in a n t,  h e  s i t s  down t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  " f r y i n g  

b a c o n  a n d  e g g s"  ( p .  75 ) a n d  i s  a b o u t  t o  f o o l i s h l y  l i g h t  a  p ip e  when 

h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  e l v i s h  k n i f e  h id d e n  u n d e r  h i s  c l o t h e s .  The b la d e  

aw akens so m e th in g  T o o k is h , a lm o s t  so m e th in g  e l v i s h ,  i n  him  ( " I t  was 

o f t e n  s a i d  •  • •  t h a t  lo n g  a g o  one o f  t h e  Took a n c e s t o r s  m u st h av e  

t a k e n  a  f a i r y  v d .fe ;"  [ p .  1 6 ] ) ,  an d  t h e  h o b b i t  becom es a  r e l u c t a n t  

w a r r io r r - r a  sw o rd -b o y  t r o t t i n g  a lo n g  " w i th  h i s  l i t t l e  sw ord  h e ld  i n  

f r o n t  o f  h im  a n d  on e  h an d  f e e l i n g  th e  w a l l "  ( p .  7 7 ) ,

The tu n n e l  f i n a l l y  e n d s  a t  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  l a k e  w here  G o llum , 

t h e  f a l l e n  h o b b i t  who i s  s o  im p o r ta n t  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in e s ,  p a d d le s  

a b o u t  i n  t h e  d a rk  a n d  e a t s  w h a te v e r  o r  w h o ev er h a p p e n s  by,- b u t ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b r i g h t  s w o rd , h e  c h a l l e n g e s  B i lb o  t o  a  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  

r a t h e r  th a n  e a t i n g  him  im m e d ia te ly .  I f  B i lb o  w in s ,  G ollum  v ri.ll  show 

t h e  way o u t .  I f  B i lb o  l o s e s ,  h e  v d . l l  b e  e a t e n .  When B i lb o  l u c k i l y  

w in s  w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ( n o t  a  r i d d l e ) ,  "V/hat h a v e  I  g o t  i n  my p o c k e t? "  

( p ,  8 5 ) ,  G ollum  r u s h e s  b a c k  t o  h i s  i s l a n d  f o r  a  m ag ic  r i n g  o f  i n v i s i ­

b i l i t y ,  b u t  f i n d s  i t  m is s in g  a n d  g u e s s e s  w h a t i s  i n  B i l b o 's  p o c k e t .  

R u n n in g  up  t h e  t u n n e l .  B i lb o  l e a r n s  t h e  r i n g ' s  m ag ic  a n d  i n v i s i b l y  

t r a i l s  G ollum  to w a rd  t h e  e x i t ,  l e a p i n g  o v e r  t h e  d em en ted  w r e tc h  

r a t h e r  th a n  k i l l i n g  h im . H a v in g  shovm h im s e l f  b o th  b r a v e  a n d  m e r c i-
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f u i — a n  e x c e l l e n t  m ix tu re  o f  Took an d  B a g g in s  v i r t u e s — he d o d g es  gob­

l i n  g u a rd s  an d  s q u e e z e s  th ro u g h  a  s l i g h t l y  open  d o o r  i n t o  t h e  s h e l t e r ­

i n g  s u n l i g h t .  G o b l in s ,  l i k e  a l l  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s ,  h a te  th e  s u n l i g h t .

F in d in g  t h a t  he  h a s  come o u t  on th e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in s ,

B ilb o  h a s  T o o k is h ly  d e te rm in e d  t o  r e t u r n  f o r  h i s  com rades v;hen he  

h e a r s  d w arf v o i c e s .  The r i n g  i s  k e p t  s e c r e t ,  s o  he  v /ins m ore r e s p e c t  

th a n  h e  v n .l l  d e s e r v e  b e f o r e  P a r t  I I I . . .  H u rry in g  d o w n h i l l ',  t o  a v o id  

g o b l in  p u r s u i t ,  t h e  company s tu m b le s  i n t o  a  d a rk  c l e a r i n g  f u l l  o f  

w o lv e s  an d  c lim b s  t r e e s  j u s t  i n  t im e .  G a n d a lf  s c o r c h e s  t h e  w o lv e s  

vri.th w iz a rd  f i r e ,  b u t  t a b l e s  a r e  tu r n e d  when th e  g o b l in s  a r r i v e  and  

k i n d l e  t h e  t r e e s .  Even th e  w iz a rd  c a n n o t s a v e  them  no.w. S u d d e n ly  

e a g l e s ,  " n o t  k i n d ly  b i r d s "  b u t  n o b le  c r e a t u r e s  who do n o t  lo v e  g o b l in s  

( p .  1 0 8 ) , f l y  t h e  company to  th e  c o m fo r ta b le  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  h ig h  E y r i e .  

P a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  e u c a ta s t r o n h e  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F iv e  A rm ies i n  

P a r t  IV , t h e  e a g le s  h e lp  t h i s  t im e  by  g iv in g  fo o d  a n d  s e t t i n g  th e  

company down n e a r e r  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n .

On a  h i l l  o f  ro c k  i n  t h e  r i d d l e  o f  The G re a t  R iv e r ,  t h e  w iz a rd  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  he  m ust l e a v e  th e  d w a rfs  s o o n , a f t e r  h e  h a s  s e e n  them  

r e s u p p l i e d  a t  th e  h a l l  o f  B e o rn , a  huge mam who c an  t u r n  h im s e l f  i n t o  

a  b e a r  and  d o e s  n o t  " h u n t  o r  e a t  vd .ld  a n im a ls "  (1 1 8 ) .  W hereas E lro n d  

w as h a l f  e l f ,  B eorn  i s  h a l f  b e a r .  J u s t  a s  t h e  d v /a rfs  to o k  r e f u g e  from  

t r o l l s  vd .th  e l v e s ,  th e y  ta lce  r e f u g e  from  w o lv es  v / i th  good a n im a ls ,  

an d  i t  seem s c o n s i s t e n t  t h a t  b i r d s  s h o u ld  b e a r  them  t h e r e .  G a n d a lf  

h a s  a  p la n  f o r  g a in in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  from  B e o rn , who l i v e s  a lo n e ,  

s e r v e d  b y  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n im a ls .  A v a r i a t i o n  on th e  p la n  w h ich  w orked  

s o  w e l l  w i th  B ilb o  and  s o  b a d ly  w i th  t h e  t r o l l s ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  t h a t  

th e  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  a  fev; a t  a  t im e  v /h ile  G a n d a lf  t e l l s  th e  t a l e  o f

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29

t h e i r  a d v e n tu r e s .  The p la n  w orlcs. A f t e r  a  s u p p e r  " s u c h  a s  th e y  had  

n o t  had  s in c e  th e y  . . .  s a i d  c o o d -b y e  t o  E lro n d "  ( p .  1 2 7 ) , th e y  s in g  

and  s l e e p ,  to  b e  awalconed a t  m id n ig h t  by  so u n d s  l i k e  th e  t ra m p in g  o f  

many b e a r s  o u t s i d e .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  a  day s p e n t  i n  h i s  f i e r c e  b e a r  

s h a p e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  G a n d a lf* s  s t o r y ,  B eo rn  r e t u r n s  t o  o f f e r  h e lp  a n d  

a d v ic e .  To a v o id  g o b l in s ,  t h e  d w a rfs  m ust f o l lo w  a n  o ld  e l v i s h  r o a d  

tb r o u g h t  M irkv;ood, b u t  th e y  m ust n o t  to u c h  th e  b l a c k  s tr e a m  t h a t  f lo w s  

t h e r e  o r  l e a v e  t h e  p a th  f o r  an y  r e a s o n .  As th e y  s a y  f a r e w e l l  t o  Gan-r. 

d a l f  on th e  f o r e s t ' s  e d g e , a  new s u b - t a l e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n , o n e  i n  

w h ic h  B i l b o ,  m a s te r  o f  sw ord  an d  r i n g ,  v / i l l  f i n d  h i s  h e ro is m  p u t  t o  a  

h a r d e r  t e s t .

P a r t  I I I .  Mirlcwood, C h a p te rs  V I I I -X . F o e s ;  S p id e r s  a n d  g re e d y  e l v e s .  

P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  D ark  u n d e r  t r e e s  a n d  t u n n e l s  u n d e rg ro u n d . S a v io r :

B i l b o .  B i l b o 's  t e s t :  S a v in g  t h e  d w a r f s .  B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  L e a d e r s h ip .

R iv e r :  R u n n in g . H ouse: A t E s g a r o th .

A new m o ra l c o m p le x ity  e n t e r s  i n  P a r t  I I I .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  two 

p a r t s  t h e  company i s  t h r e a t e n e d  o n ly  b y  o b v io u s  v i l l a i n s — d i s o r d e r l y ,  

q u a r r e ls o m e  c a n n ib a l s  who h a t e  t h e  su n — a n d  t a k e s  r e f u g e  v â th  o r d e r l y  

a n d  f r i e n d l y  n o n - h u n te r s .  I n  P a r t  I I I  th e y  a r e  im p r is o n e d  b y  h u n t in g  

e lv e s  who a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Good P e o p le ,  a n d  th e y  t a k e  r e f u g e  w i th  

men who h av e  c o r r u p t  l e a d e r s h i p .  D w a rf is h  g r e e d  m akes t h e  e lv e s  

e n e m ie s , a n d  human g re e d  w elcom es t h e  d w a rfs  a t  E s g a r o th .  The c o r ­

r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  "good" d w a rfs  w h ich  f o r c e s  B i lb o  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  them  

i n  P a r t  IV i s  a l r e a d y  underv fay . A g a in  s h o r t  o f  fo o d  i n  a  d a rk  t u n n e l ,  

t h i s  t im e  u n d e r  t r e e s ,  t h e  d w a r fs  c r o s s  t h e  f o r b id d e n  s t r e a m  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  B i l b o 's  e y e s  a r e  s h a r p  enough t o  h e lp  th e m - g ra p p le  a  l i t t l e
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b o a t .  B u t a s  t h e  l a s t  d w a rf  i s  c r o s s i n g ,  a  b la c k  s t a g  l e a p s  o v e r  h im , 

p u s h in g  him  i n t o  th e  s o p o r i f i c  w a te r ,  s o  h e  f a l l s  a s l e e p  j u s t  a s  

w h i te  d e e r  and  th e  so u n d  o f  d i s t a n t  h o rn s  s u g g e s t  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  an  

e l v i s h  o th e r w o r ld .  C lim b in g  a  t a l l  t r e e  i n  w ha t h e  d o e s  n o t  know i s  

a  s m a l l  d i s h l i k e  v a l l e y  (B unyan w ou ld  c a l l  i t  t h e  D e l l  o f  D e s p a i r ) ,  

B i lb o  s e e s  o n ly  m ore t r e e s  and  c a n  t e l l  no news o f  t h e  f o r e s t ' s  edge  

to  t h e  h u n g ry  d w a r f s ,  o r  t o  t h e  s t r e a m 's  v i c t im ,  who aw akens s u d d e n ly  

t e l l i n g  d ream s o f  a  w ood land  f e a s t »  B a l in  s e e s  l i g h t  i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  

an d  t h e  company f o o l i s h l y  l e a v e s  t h e  r o a d  to  a p p ro a c h  a n  e l v i s h  

f e a s t .  B u t t h e  l i g h t  d i e s  s u d d e n ly .  They c h a s e  o t h e r  l i g h t s ,  an d  

so o n  B ilb o  i s  l o s t — a lo n e ,  h u n g ry  a n d  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  Bag­

g in s  t h a t  h e  i s ,  he  i s  d re a m in g  o f  b a c o n  an d  eggs when t h e  g i a n t  

s p i d e r  g ra b s  h im .

Naming th e  k n i f e  v â th  w h ich  h e  k i l l s  th e  s p i d e r  S t i n g , B i lb o  

s e a r c h e s  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s .  They a r e  i n  b a g s  a g a in ,  t h i s  t im e  cobweb 

s a c k s  su sp e n d e d  from  b o u g h s  b y  a  t r i b e  o f  g r e a t  s p i d e r s ,  a n d  i n  

G a n d a lf* s  a b s e n c e ,  B ilb o  m u st s a v e  th em . I n v i s i b l e ,  h e  t a u n t s  th e  

s p i d e r s  a n d  l e a d s  them  aw ay , d o u b l in g  b a c k  to  f r e e  t h e  d w a r f s ,  V /ith  

th e  h e lp  o f  S t in g  an d  much h o b b i t  v a l o r ,  th e y  e s c a p e  t h e  s p i d e r s '  

r e a lm  b u t  a r e  s t i l l  l o s t ,  h u n g ry  a n d  t i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  e n d le s s  l e a v e s .  

The d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  T h o r in ,  t h e  d v /arf ' c h i e f ,  i s  m is s in g  u n d e r l i n e s  

B i l b o 's  a s s u p t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e y  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  a t  

t w i l i g h t  b y  a  t r o o p  o f  e l v e s .  B e c a u se  t h e  E l f - K in g  w a n ts  t o  knovf th e  

d w a r f s ' e r r a n d  a n d  th e y  h a v e  no w is h  t o  s h a r e  t r e a s u r e ,  i t  seem s th e y  

may b e  t r a p p e d  f o r e v e r  i n  a h  u n d e rg ro u n d  p a la c e  b e h in d  m ag ic  d o o r s .  

B ut B i lb o ,  w hose m agic  r i n g  l e t s  him  move u n n o t ic e d ,  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  

T h o r in  i s  a l s o  im p r is o n e d  an d  c o n c e iv e s  a  p l a n .  S t e a l i n g  a  k e y  from
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a  d ru n k e n  j a i l e r ,  h e  f r e e s  t h e  d v /a rfs  an d  p a c k s  them  i n t o  em pty fo o d  

b a r r e l s  t h a t  t h e  e l v e s  v ; i l l  f l o a t  dovm r i v e r  t o  E s g a r o th ,  And he  l e a p s  

i n v i s i b l y  a f t e r  th em . So i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  com pany, h a l f - d e a d  vri.th h a rd ­

s h i p ,  and  e n c lo s e d  i n  t h in g s  b a g l i k e , w ash es  a s h o r e  a t  t h e  la k e m e n 's  

town w i t h in  s i g h t  o f  The M o u n ta in .

T h e re  a r e  a g a in  c o n s o la t io n s  o f  r e s t ,  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  an d  so n g  

i n  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  m en, b u t  u n l i k e  E l ro n d  an d  B e o rn , t h e  la ltem en  h a v e  

l o s t  t h e i r  n o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  shadow  o f  t h e  d r a g o n . T h e i r  l e a d e r  i s  

a  s k e p t i c a l ,  c o w a rd ly , s e l f i s h  m e r c h a n t - - a  s o r t  o f  Kay w i th o u t  an  

A r th u r — who h e lp s  t h e  d w a rfs  o n ly  b e c a u s e  h i s  p u b l i c  dem ands i t .  

E m b lem atic  o f  t h e  to w n 's  c o r r u p t i o n  i s  i t s  l o c a t i o n  on p i l e s  i n  t h e  

r i v e r ,  a  p a s s i v e  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  Sm aug, f o r ,  t o  g e t  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i a l l y  

good h a v e n , th e  d w a rfs  c r o s s  o n ly  p a r t  v;ay a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They 

f u l l y  c r o s s  o n ly  w hen, r e p r o v i s i o n e d ,  th e y  e n t e r  t h e  D e s o la t io n  o f  

Smaug.

P a r t  IV , The L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , C h a p te r  X I-X IX , P o e s :  D rag o n , d i s ­

s e n s i o n ,  g o b l in s  a n d  w a rg s .  P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e ls  u n d e rg ro u n d , t h e  

b a t t l e f i e l d .  S a v io r s ;  B i lb o  an d  B a rd ; E a g le s  a n d  B e o rn . B i l b o 's  

p r i z e s :  T r e a s u r e  an d  s a f e  r e t u r n .  P i v e r s  : A l l  p r e v i o u s .  H ouse:

B ag-E nd .

B e c a u se  P a r t  IV , a s  t h e  l a s t  p a r t ,  m ust r e s o l v e  t h e  t o t a l  s t o r y  

a s  w e l l  a s  end  i t s e l f — a n d  m ust b a la n c e  P a r t  I — i t  i s  l o n g e r  an d  

m ore com plex  th a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  P a r t  I I I  h a d  o n ly  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s ,  b u t  

two o f  P a r t  I V s  e i g h t  c h a p te r s  a r e  d e v o te d  t o  c o n s o la t i o n  a f t e r  a l l  

r e a l  p e r i l  i s  p a s t .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  th o u g h  e v i l  c o u ld  t r iu m p h  an y  t im e  

b e f o r e  C h a p te r  X V III , e v e r y th in g  a f t e r  Sm aug' s  d e a th  i s  e p i lo g u e .
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The t r e a s u r e  s e c u r e d ,  two t h i n c s  a r e  h a p p e n in g : s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  p e o p le

a r e  f a c in g  t h e  d e a d ly  p ro b le m s  o f  d i v id i n g  t r e a s u r e ;  b u t  m ore d e e p ly ,  

th o  t r e a s u r e  i s  t e s t i n g  p e o p le ,  d e s t r o y in g  th o s e  v/ho s u b m it  t o  g r e e d .  

A g a in  B i l b o ’ s  T o o k is h n e s s  i s  f a d in g  a s  th e  company e n t e r s  th e  

D e s o la t io n  " a t  th e  w an in g  o f  th e  y e a r "  (p« 1 9 5 ) , The d w a rfs  d e s p a i r  

when no t o o l  w i l l  b r e a k  th e  s e c r e t  d o o r ,  s o  o n ly  B i lb o  i s  w a tc h in g  

when s u n s e t  comes on D u r i n 's  d a y , Thanlcs t o  h im , t h e  t u n n e l  i s  o p e n , 

an d  th o  t im e  h a s  come f o r  him  to  be  a  b u r g l a r .  Though h e  h a s  a  m agic  

r i n g  an d  i s  " a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  h o b b i t  from  t h e  o n e  t h a t  h a d  ru n  o u t  

w i th o u t  a  p o c k e t - h a n d k e r c h ie f  from  B ag-E nd lo n g  ago"  ( p ,  2 0 4 ) ,  th e  

B a g g in s  p a r t  o f  him  w is h e s  f o r  hom e, a n d  m a t te r s  becom e m ore s e r i o u s  

when he  s e e s  th e  d r a g o n ’ s  glow  from  i n s i d e  t h e  t u n n e l :  "G o in g  on

from  t h e r e  was t h e  b r a v e s t  t h i n g  h e  e v e r  d i d .  The tre m en d o u s  t h in g s  

t h a t  h a p p en ed  a f t e r w a r d s  w ere  a s  n o th in g  com pared  to  i t "  ( p ,  2 0 5 ) ,  

B i lb o  s t e a l s  a  cup  from  t h e  s l e e p i n g  d ra g o n , who s o o n  aw akens from  

dream s o f  a  b i l l - b o y — " a  w a r r i o r ,  a l t o g e t h e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  s i z e  

b u t  p ro v id e d  v / i th  a  b i t t e r  sw ord  a n d  g r e a t  c o u ra g e "  ( p ,  2 0 7 )— d i s ­

c o v e rs  h i s  l o s s  an d  s c o r c h e s  th e  m o u n ta in s id e .  H udd led  b e h in d  t h e i r  

d o o r ,  t h e  d w a rfs  a r e  h e l p l e s s .  B i lb o ,  i n  a  s e c o n d  i n v i s i b l e  v i s i t  to  

t h e  d ra g o n , c a r e l e s s l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  E s g a r o th  h e lp e d  th e  d w a r f s ,  b u t  

h e  d i s c o v e r s  a n  a r m o r le s s  s p o t  i n  t h e  d ra g o n ’s  b e l l y .  As Smaug f l i e s  

t o  E s g a r o th  f o r  r e v e n g e ,  s o  f l i e s  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  t h r u s h  w i th  t i d i n g s  

o f  h i s  weal: s p o t ,  w h ic h  t i d i n g s  p e r m i t  a  n o b le  a r c h e r  t o  s l a y  t h e  

d ra g o n  a s  i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  to v /n , T h o r in  h a s  shovm sym ptom s o f  d ra g o n -  

s i c k n e s s  by  c la im in g  th e  A r k e n s to n e , a  p r i c e l e s s  gem, a s  h i s  a lo n e .  

The d o o r  sm ash ed , t r a p p e d  i n  t h e i r  t u n n e l s ,  th e  d w a rfs  m ust 

f e l lo w  B i lb o  down to  t h e  d r a g o n ’s  l a i r ,  w here  t h e  h o b b i t  f i n d s  an d
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h id e s  th e  A rk e n s to n e . L ie h t in g  t o r c h e s ,  a r n in g  th e m s e lv e s ,  th o  adven­

t u r e r s  m arch o u t  t h e  g r e a t  c a v e rn  d o o r ,  p a s t  a n c i e n t  r u i n s ,  to  a  

w a tc h h o u se  h ig h  up  th e  m o u n ta in s id e ,  w h ere  th e y  r e s t  an d  s e e  o n ly  " a  

g a th e r in g  o f  many "b ird s"  ( p .  2 3 3 ) ,  The d r a g o n 's  s l a y e r ,  d e sc e n d e d  from  

th e  n o b le s  o f  D a le , b e g in s  E s g a r o t h 's  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  th e  name o f  

th e  s e l f i s h  tovm m a s te r ,  th e n  m arc h es  o f f  t o  t h e  L o n e ly  M oun ta in  w i th  

an  arm y o f  to w n s fo lk  an d  f r i e n d l y  e l v e s .

B ecau se  d w a rfs  u n d e rs ta n d  no b i r d - s p e e c h ,  th e  h e l p f u l  th r u s h  

b r in g s  them  a n  a n c i e n t  r a v e n ,  who t e l l s  o f  th e  d r a g o n 's  d e a th  and  th e  

m arc h , a d v i s in g  T h o r in  to  c o o p e ra te  w i th  th o  a r r i v i n g  army’i. F o r t i f y i n g  

th o  c a v e rn  d o o r ,  t h e  d w a rfs  w a tc h  t h e  arm y g a th e r  and  s in g  t o  drown 

o u t  e l v i s h  m u s ic , b u t  i t  i s  a  h a r s h  s i t u a t i o n ,  w i th  T h o r in  g row ing
5

m ore and  m ore f i e r c e  i n  th o u g h ts  o f  t h e  A r k e n s to n e . A d w a rf  army 

from  th e  I r o n  K i l l s  i s  e x p e c te d  so o n ; a  b a t t l e  b e tw e en  th e  s e v e r a l  

"go o d "  p e o p le s  seem s i n e v i t a b l e .  To malce p e a c e ,  B i lb o  i s  w i l l i n g  to  

l o s e  t h e  A rk e n s to n e  an d  a n g e r  a  d r a g o n - s ic k  d w a rf , s o  h e  s l i p s  i n t o  

t h e  b e s ie g in g  camp and  g iv e s  t h e  e lv e s  a n d  men th e  gem v / i th  w h ich  to  

b a r g a i n .  Ee i s  s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  G a n d a lf  t h e r e ,  b u t  T h o r in  i s  more

5
T h e re  i s  some b a s i s  f o r  e n d in g  P a r t  IV v /ith  C h a p te r  XV, s e e in g  

t h e  d w a r f s ' f o r t i f i e d  cave-hom e a s  i t s  House an d  th e  d r a g o n 's  d e a th  a s  
i t s  f i n a l  e u c a t a s t r c n h e . The s in g i n g  an d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d w a rfs  a r e  
home s u g g e s t  t h i s ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  t h e  f o u r t h  an d  f i f t h  p a r t s  c o u ld  b e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  f o l lo w s :

P a r t  IV , The L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , C h a p te rs  XI-XV, F o e : D ragon ,
P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e l u n d e rg ro u n d . S a v io r s ;  B i lb o  an d  B a rd , B i l b o 's  
t e s t :  C ourage  w i th o u t  h o p e . B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  A rk e n s to n e , a rm o r . R iv e r :  
R u n n in g , H ouse: T h o r in 's  H a l l ,

P a r t  V. B a t t l e f i e l d ,  C h a p te rs  XVI-XIX, F o e s :  d i s s e n s io n ,  gob­
l i n s ,  P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  B a t t l e f i e l d .  S a v io r s :  E a g le s  an d  B e o rn .
B i l b o 's  t e s t :  P e a c e  c h o se n  o v e r  w e a l th .  B i l b o 's  p r i z e ;  G old  an d  s a f e
r e t u r n .  R iv e r s :  A l l  p r e v io u s .  H ouse: B ag-E nd ,
The m ain  f la w  i n  t h i s  schem e i s  t h a t  i t  ta lc e s  t h e  d ra g o n  from  th e  
l a s t  p a r t ,  w here  h e  seem s to  b e lo n g  b o th  b e c a u s e  he  i s  t h e  l a s t  nev/ 
f o e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s u g g e s te d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  B i lb o .
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s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  h i s  gem i n  "en en y "  h a n d s  t h e  n e x t  d a y , when h e  a g r e e s  

t o  e l v i s h  t e r n s  a n d  e x p e l l s  B ilh o  from  th e  c a v e .  F o r ,  th o u g h  th e  

h o b b i t  h a s  c r e p t  b a c k  to  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  l i e  v;hen a s k e d  who 

to o k  th e  s to n e .  The s o l i t a r y  a c t  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  f o r  p e a c e ,  th e  

r e n o u n c in g  o f  g re e d  a n d  t r u t h f u l n e s s  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  d a n g e r  a r e  f i n a l  

p r o o f s  o f  h i s  h e ro is m . H is T o o k is h n e s s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  B i lb o  w i l l  h en ce ­

f o r t h  b e  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  b a g g a g e .

The r e s t  o f  t h e  t a l e  moves s w i f t l y .  B i l b o 's  s a c r i f i c e  l e a d s  

n o w h ere . B e fo re  t h e  t r e a t y  can  b e  e x e c u te d ,  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  from  t h e  

I r o n  H i l l s , and  b a t t l e  seem s i n e v i t a b l e  w hen, u n e x p e c te d ly ,  t h e  " e v i l "  

a r r i v e  i n  f o r c e .  A h o rd e  o f  g o b l in s  an d  w o lv e s  a t t a c k s  th e  q u ic k ly  

u n i t e d  e lv e s ,  d w a r f s ,  and  m en. The B a t t l e  o f  F iv e  A rm ies b e g in s .  

O utnum bered , th e  good a rm ie s  a r e  l o s i n g  when B i lb o  lo o k s  skyw ard  and  

i s  s t r u c k  s e n s e l e s s  a s  h e  i s  c r y in g ,  "T he E a g le s  a r e  com ing !"  L a t e r  

h e  malves p e a c e  w i th  a  d y in g  T h o r in  a n d  l e a r n s  t h a t  t h e  e a g le s  h e lp e d  

th e  good a r m ie s ,  b u t  i t  v/as th e  a r r i v a l  o f  B eo rn  i n  h i s  b e a r  sh a p e  

w h ich  tu r n e d  th e  b a t t l e .  T r e a s u r e  i s  d iv id e d  to  e v e r y o n e 's  s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n ,  B ilb o  r e c e i v i n g  a l l  h e  c a n  e a s i l y  t r a n s p o r t ,  a n d , a f t e r  a  

w in t e r  a t  B e o r n 's  an d  a  s p r i n g  v i s i t  w i th  E l r o n d ,  h e  a r r i v e s  home to  

d i s c o v e r  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  B ag-End on a u c t i o n ,  h im s e l f  l e g a l l y  d e a d . 

M ild ly  c o r r e c t i n g  th e  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g .  B i lb o  l i v e s  h a p p i ly  i n  a  

B a g g in s  f a s h i o n ,  b u t  w i th o u t  l o s i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  d w a rfs  a n d  

w iz a r d s ,  and  h i s  T o o k ish  lo v e  f o r  t h e  e l v i s h  a n d  t h e  g o o d .

The hum orous nam e. B i lb o ,  may b e  a  compound o f  two i-Iidd le  E n g l i s h  

w ords s u g g e s t in g  t h e  h o b b i t* s  i n i t i a l  im m a tu r i ty  a n d  l a t e r  h e ro is m . 

B l l - b S i e  »sw o rd -b o y ' i s  f i t t i n g  b e c a u s e  h i s  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  S t in g  i n
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t h e  t r o l l s »  ca v e  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  g ro w th , p e r m i t t i n g  him  t o

d o m in a te  G ollum  an d  th o  s p i d e r s  a n d  to  assum e l e a d e r s h i p  o v e r  t h e

d w a r f s .  K id d le  E n g l i s h  b l l l o  'n o te »  s u g g e s t s  t h e  d o m e s t i c i ty  w h ich

seem s h i s  w ho le  c h a r a c t e r  a t  f i r s t ;

The n e x t  day  h e  h a d  a lm o s t  f o r g o t t e n  a b o u t
G a n d a lf .  He d id  n o t  rem em ber t h in g s  v e r y
w e l l ,  u n l e s s  he  p u t  them  down on h i s  E ngage­
m ent T a b le t ;  l i k e  t h i s ;  G a n d a lf  T ea Wed­
n e sd a y  (17 )

B l l  m eans »s w o rd ' i n  OE h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ^  b u t  b o i e  i s  n o t  y e t  i n  th e  

l a n g u a g e .  M a r t i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  w ord seem  m ore e v i d e n t ,  how­

e v e r ,  when we n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  O ld  E n g l i s h  f o r  boy  i s  c n i h t  (Mod* E , 

'k n i g h t » ) .  W ith  th e  a i d  o f  h i s  sw o rd , B i lb o  grow s from  a  boy  i n  d e e d s  

a s  w e l l  a s  s i z e  i n t o  a  l a i ig h t  "m ore  w o rth y  t o  w e a r t h e  a rm o r o f  e l f -

p r in c e s  th a n  many t h a t  h a v e  lo o k e d  m ore com ely  i n  i t "  ( p .  2 5 8 ) ,

Though i t  may b e  a n  a c c i d e n t  t l i a t  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  m e e tin g  w i th  G a n d a lf ,  

o f  t e a  w i th  t h e  d v /a rfs  an d  o f  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  W ild e r  la n d — T u e sd a y , 

W ednesday an d  T h u rsd ay — a r e  t h e  t h r e e  d a y s  named i n  E n g l i s h  a f t e r  

M orse g o d s  o f  w a r , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  a n y th in g  TolldLen 

d o e s  i s  a c c i d e n t a l  when i t  i n v o lv e s  G erm anic P h i lo l o g y .

B i lb o  t h in k s  o f  c a l l i n g  h i s  m em o irs , w h ic h  a r e  t h e  p s e u d o - h i s t o r i ­

c a l  s o u r c e  o f  The H o b b i t .  " T h e re  a n d  B ack A g a in , a  H o b b it» s  H o lid a y "

( p .  2 8 5 ) ,  a n d  t h e  t a l e  i s  c y c l i c a l ,  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d in g  i n  B i l b o 's  

c o m f o r ta b le  h o l e .  G a n d a lf  an d  t h e  d v /a rfs  s t a r t  t h e  a c t i o n ,  w h ich  

en d s  w i th  a  v i s i t  from  th e  w iz a rd  an d  B a l i n ,  B i l b o 's  b e s t  f r i e n d  

among th e  d w a r f s .  B i lb o  i s  sm o ld n g  " a n  enorm ous lo n g  wooden p ip e "

( p .  17)  a t  t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  w hen G a n d a lf  a p p e a r s , an d  a t  t h e  v e ry

°B e o w u lf ,  1 1 , 4 0 , 5 8 3 , ^  •pssslrn.
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end B i lb o  la u g h s  a n d  h a n d s  him t h e  to b a c c o  j a r  ( p ,  2 8 7 ) .  The c y c le  

i s  n o t  a  s im p le  r e t u r n ,  b u t  p a r t  o f  a  s p i r a l .  The a c t i o n  i n  w h ich  

th e  h o b b i t  p la y e d  a  p a r t  h a s  p ro d u c e d  p r o s p e r i t y ,  f o r  h i s  w a i s t c o a t  i s  

"m ore e x te n s iv e "  a n d  h a s  " r e a l  g o ld  b u t t o n s , "  a n d  B a l in  h a s  a  lo n g e r  

b e a rd  an d  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  je w e le d  b e l t .  The good  p e o p le  a ro u n d  th e  

M o u n ta in , we a r e  t o l d ,  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d  ( p .  2 8 6 ) ,  a n d  B i lb o  h a s  grown 

t o  b e  a  h o b b i t  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  He h a s  " l o s t  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n "  vn.th  h i s  

p r o v i n c i a l  n e ig h b o r s  an d  ta icen  t o  " w r i t i n g  p o e t r y  an d  v i s i t i n g  th e  

e lv e s "  ( p .  2 8 5 ) .

H ot o n ly  d o e s  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s t o r y  s u g g e s t  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  b u t

t h e r e  i s  a n  odd p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  t h e  h o b b i t  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f

h i s  h o le  u n d e r  The H i l l  sm o k in g  a n d  Smaug t h e  d ra g o n  (w hose name

7J . S .  E yan d e r i v e s  from  OE s n e o c a n  ' t o  e m it  sm o k e * ), fu m in g  i n  h i s  

c a v e rn  u n d e r  The M o u n ta in . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  s t r e n g th e n e d  by  

TolldLen*s c a l l i n g  th e  r o c k  s h e l f  b y  t h e  s e c r e t  d o o r  to  The M o u n ta in  

" t h e  d o o r s te p "  i n  a  c h a p te r  t i t l e ,  an d  b y  B i l b o 's  m s h  a s  he e n t e r s  

th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in  t h a t  " I  c o u ld  wake up  a n d  f i n d  t h i s  b e a s t l y  

tu n n e l  was my own f r o n t  h a l l  a t  home" ( p .  2 0 5 ) .  I t  i s ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  

a  g h a s t l y  v e r s i o n  o f  h i s  own f r o n t  h a l l ,  b u t  h e  c a n n o t  aw aken fro m  i t .  

A r r iv in g  " t h e r e "  a t  t h e  end  o f  h i s  q u e s t ,  h e  i s  " b a c k  a g a in "  a t  a  

t e r r i b l e  d u p l i c a t e  o f  h i s  hom e, a n d  h e  m u st d e f e a t  t h a t  t e r r o r  b e f o r e  

r e t u r n i n g  hom e. "G o in g  on fro m  th e r e ,V  T o lk ie n  w r i t e s  a  few  s e n te n c e s  

l a t e r ,  "v/as t h e  b r a v e s t  t h i n g  h e  e v e r  didV ( p .  2 0 5 ) ,  C o n s id e r in g  t h i s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  when h e  r e t u r n s  a n d  f i n d s  h i s  

h o le  ( l i lc e  S m a u g 's )  b e in g  p lu n d e r e d ,  h e  t a k e s  t h e  l o s s  o f  "m any o f

7
"G erm an ic  M y th o lo g y  A p p l ie d — The E x te n s io n  o f. t h e  L i t e r a r y  F o lk  

M em ory," F o l k l o r e . LXMVII ( S p r in g  1 9 6 6 ) ,  5 0 ,
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uiG s i l v e r  s p o o n s"  ( p .  205) m ore g r a c e f u l l y  th a n  Smaug d o e s  t h e  l o s s  

o f  a  s t o l e n  c u p . F o r  i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  B i l b o 's  h ig h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  g r e e d ,  

c a l l e d  " d r a g o n - s ic k n e s s "  b y  T o ll t ie n  ( p .  2 8 6 ) ,  t h a t  l o t s  him  re m a in  

" v e r y  h ap p y  to  t h e  end o f  h i s  d a y s"  ( p .  2 8 5 ) .

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  The H o b b i t , t h e n ,  i n v o l v e s ,  o p p o s i t i o n  an d  r e t u r n :

th e  en d  o f  t h e  q u e s t  i s  an  e v i l  d o u b le  o f  i t s  b e g in n in g ,  t h e  end  o f  

t h e  s t o r y  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  b e g in n in g .  V /ith in  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  f o u r  

p a r t s  p a r a l l e l  o n e  a n o th e r  a n d , a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  l i n e a r  s h a p e  a l lo w s ,  

p a r a l l e l  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t o r y .  E ach  p a r t  b e g in s  and  en d s  v / i th  d e p a r tu r e  

fro m  a  c o m f o r ta b le  h o u se  v / i th  w e l l - s to c k e d  b a g s ,  an d  a t  e a c h  h o u se

t h e r e  i s  s o n g . Though u n d e rg ro u n d , B i l b o 's  home h a s  n o n e  o f  t h e

d i s c o m f o r t s  we a s s o c i a t e  v / i th  c a v e s  ( p .  1 5 ) ,  s o  i t  i s  a  c o m b in a tio n  

o f  h o u se  a n d  h o l e :  a n  o v e r l a p p in g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w h ich  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  by

t h e  o v e r l a p p in g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  an d  r e t u r n .  To b a la n c e  th e  

L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , i t  m ust b e  a  c a v e , b u t  t o  b e  a  happy  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r ­

t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n ,  i t  m ust b e  h o m e lik e  a n d  t h a t ,  t o  m ost r e a d e r s ,  im p l ie s  

a  h o u s e .  T h e re  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n ly  t h r e e  h o u s e s  v i s i t e d  i n  The H o b b it—  

E l r o n d 's  h o u s e , B e o rn ’ s  h a l l ,  an d  E s g a ro th — a n d  a l l  t h r e e  a r e  p l a c e s  

o f  r e s t ,  r e s u p p ly  a n d  s o n g , h a v e n s  o f  c o n s o la t io n  a f t e r  t h e  d e a r t h  

a n d  d a n g e r  th r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  company h a s  p a s s e d .  E s g a r o th  i s  d e s t r o y e d  

b y  th e  d r a g o n ’s  f a l l ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  B i lb o  a n d  G a n d a lf  

s t o p  a t  t h e  two o t h e r  h o u s e s — th o s 'e  o f  good a n im a ls  a n d  t h e  e lv e s — to  

r e s t  on  t h e  r e t u r n  J o u rn e y . They s t o p  o n ly  a t  th o s e  two h o u s e s .  So 

t h e r e  i s  no s m a l l  r e a s o n  f o r  s e e in g  t h e s e  t h r e e  h o u s e s ,  a lo n g  v / i th  

B i l b o 's  h o l e ,  a s  t h e  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d in g  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  f o u r  su b ­

t a l e s  o f  The H o b b i t .

The a d v e n tu r e s  h a v e  s i m i l a r  s h a p e s .  The company r u n s  s h o r t  o f
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s u p p l i e s  ( l o s i n g  i t s  p o n ie s  i n  p a r t s  I I  an d  IV) an d  i s  c a u g h t  by  

e v i l  b e in g s  i n  a  d a rk  p l a c e .  I n  p a r t s  I  an d  I I I  t h e  d w a rfs  a r o  p u t  i n  

s a c k s  b y  hung ry  t r o l l s  o r  s p i d e r s  a t  n i g h t  u n d e r  t r e e s ;  i n  I I  an d  

IV th e y  a r e  t r a p p e d  u n d e rg ro u n d  by  g o b l in s  o r  a  d ra g o n , E i lb o ,  b r i e f l y  

s e p a r a t e d  from  th e  e x p e d i t io n  d u r in g  e a c h  o f  th e  f o u r  p a r t s ,  e a rn s  a  

p r i z e ,  m a t e r i a l  o r  m o ra l .  T h e re  i s  o n ly  one c lo s e  c a l l  i n  p a r t  I ,  two 

Or t h r e e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  f i n a l  e s c a p e  i n  e a c h  p a r t ,  

t h e  company c r o s s e s  a  r i v e r  and  comes t o  a  p l a c e  o f  fo o d , so n g  and  

c o m p a n io n sh ip . S u g g e s t in g  th e  v i s i t s  w i th  Tom B om bad il an d  w ith  

G a l a d r i e l  i n  The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  R in g , t h e s e  j o y f u l  h o u se s  a r e  th e  

m ost p l e a s a n t  p a s s a g e s  i n  The H o b b i t , b u t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r ­

v e n in g  p e r i l s .  P l e a s u r e  i s  s h a rp e n e d  b y  th e  know ledge  t h a t  t h e  r o a d  

w a i t s  a h e a d , " a n d  even  i f  th e y  p a s s e d  a l l  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  th e  r o a d ,  t h e  

d ra g o n  was w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  end" ( p .  1 9 4 ) ,  an d  by t h e  s e n s e  o f  r e l i e f  

w h ich  f o l lo w s  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  w a te r  w h ich  d iv id e s  them  from  

t h e i r  e n e m ie s .

M ore comment i s  i n  o r d e r  h e r e  on " th e  C o n s o la t io n  o f  t h e  Happy

E n d in g ,"  w h ich  T o lk ie n  s u g g e s t s  " t h a t  a l l  c o m p le te  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  m ust 

8h a v e ,"  T r e a t in g  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  r e f r e s h i n g l y  a s  s e r i o u s  a r t ,  h e

b e g in s  t o  do f o r  them  w h a t A r i s t o t l e  d id  f o r  dram a an d  f i n d s ,  i n

p l a c e  o f  th e  t r a g i c  c a t a s t r o p h e  a n d  p u r g a t i o n ,  a  m a g ic a l  e u c a ta s t r o u h e

a n d  c o n s o la t i o n .  The e u c a t a s t r o n h ic  t a l e  i s  " th e  t r u e  form  o f  f a i r y —

9t a l e ,  a n d  i t s  h i g h e s t  f u n c t i o n , "  The n e w ly -c o in e d  w ord i s  n eed ed  

b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l i a r  " h a p p y  e n d in g "  i s  m is l e a d in g .  The h e a r t  o f  t h e

sT re e  and  L e a f , p ,  6 8 ,

9
I b i d , ,  p ,  6 8 ,
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f a i r y - s t o r y  i s  n o t  th e  e n d in g , b u t  th e  e u c a t a s t r o n h e  o r  su d d en  jo y o u s  

" t u r n , "  th o  c o n in g  o f  G a n d a lf  o r  t h e  e a g le s ,  t h e  d e u s  e% m ach ina  

w h ich  m ars t r a g e d y  b u t  i s  a  b e a u ty  h e r e .  The jo y o u s  t u r n  d o es  n o t  

d eny  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e f e a t  o r  p r e c lu d e  a  l a t e r  t r a g i c  f a l l :  i t

o n ly  a s s o r t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  " g iv in g  a  f l e e t i n g  

g l im p s e  o f  J o y ,  Jo y  b eyond  th e  w a l l s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  p o ig n a n t  a s  g r i e f .
f

B e o w u lf 's  v i c t o r y  i n  G r e n d e l 's  c a v e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a  s t r o n g  e u c a t a s -

t r o p h e — a  jo y o u s  r e v e r s a l  c e l e b r a t e d  w i th  so n g  a n d  d e p e n d e n t on th e

c h a n ce  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  m a rv e lo u s  sw ord  t h a t  w i l l  b i t e  th e  o g r e s s - - b u t

i t  d o e s  n o t  deny  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h i s  d e f e a t  by t h e  d ra g o n , o r  even

11
by  a n o th e r  o g r e s s .  The jo y o u s  t u r n  i s  n o t  t h e  e n d , " f o r  t h e r e  i s  no

12t r u e  end to  any  f a i r y - t a l e . "  E ach  s t o r y  i s  o n ly  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  

s t o r y .

As a  s c h o l a r ,  T o lk ie n  i s  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  h e  i s  o n ly  a d d in g  a  few

13le a v e s  t o  " th e  c o u n t l e s s  f o l i a g e  o f  th e  T re e  o f  T a l e s " ;  a n d  a s  a

ro m a n c e r , he s u g g e s t s  a  v a s t  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  w h ic h  h i s  t a l e s  a r e  o n ly  

14f r a g m e n ts .  I n  The H o h h i t , w h ich  may b e  r e a d  a s  p ro lo g u e  to  The L ord

^^ T re e  a n d  L e a f , p .  6 8 .

^ B e o w u lf ,  1 1 . 5 7 2 -5 7 3 .

1 9“T re e  and  L e a f , p .  6 8 .

‘ ' ' I b i d . ,  p .  5 6 .

14B ecau se  T o l k i e n 's  s t o r i e s  a r e  v r r i t t e n  a s  th o u g h  th e y  w ere  a  
t r a n s l a t i o n  from  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y ,  c o m p le te  iv i th  s c h o l a r l y  a p p s ir a tu s ,  
some c r i t i c s ; h a v e  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  i n t e r f e r e s  w i th  th e  
f i c t i o n .  They may f i n d  th e  a p p a r a tu s  t e d i o u s ,  b u t  i t  i s  in d e e d  f i c t i o n ,  
th o u g h  w r i t t e n  ( l i k e  S w i f t 's  T a ï e o f  _a Tub) i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p .  
The P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n  who a n n o ta t e s  th e  Bed Book o f  V /estm arch i s  a  
f i c t i o n a l  p e r s o n  c r e a t e d  b y  T o lk r en th e  ro m a n c e r . The n o te s  a r e  m e re ly  
a n o th e r  s t y l e  o f  n a r r a t i v e ,  th e  p e r s u a s iv e n e s s  o f  w h ich  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  
by i t s  b e in g  c o n fu s e d  w i th  n o n - f i c t i o n .  S ee  B ead y , IT ndea 's tend ing  
T o lk ie n , p .  7 4 .
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o f  th e  R in .'ts . t h e r e  a r e  h i n t s  o f  s o b l i n  w a rs  i n  t h e  a i n e s  o f  M o ria  

(p p . 37 an d  55) an d  o f  th o  N ecrom ancer d r iv e n  from  h i s  to w e r  t o  t h e  

s o u th  o f  M irkwood ( p .  2 8 1 ) .  T h ese  p l a c e s  an d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  

e v e n ts  a r e  shown a t  f i r s t  h an d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  ro m a n c e , w here  t h e r e  a r e  

d o zen s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  " h i s t o r i c a l "  a l l u s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  a p p e n d ic e s  r e f e r  

to  The S i l m a r l l l i o n , a n  u n p u b l is h e d  M id d le - e a r th  h i s t o r y  f i r s t  w r i t t o n

by  T o lk ie n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  The K o b b i t .  '* ^ Sam a n d  F ro d o  d i s c u s s  t h e  T re e

o f  T a le s  a t  a  d a rk  moment i n  The Two Tow ers :

" B e re n  now, he  n e v e r  th o u g h t  he  was g o in g  
to  g e t  t h a t  S i l m a r i l  from  t h e  I r o n  Crown i n  
T h a n g o ro d rim , a n d  y e t  h e  d i d ,  a n d  t h a t  was a  
w o rse  p la c e  a n d  b l a c k e r  d a n g e r  th a n  o u r s  .  • « •
W e've g o t— y o u 'v e  g o t  some o f  th e  l i g h t  o f  
i t  i n  t h a t  s t a r - g l a s s  t h a t  t h e  Lady g av e  you!
V/hy, t o  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  w e 'r e  i n  t h e  sam e t a l e  s t i l l !
I t ' s  g o in g  o n . D o n 't  t h e  g r e a t  t a l e s  e v e r  en d ?"

"N o, th e y  n e v e r  end  a s  t a l e s , "  s a i d  F ro d o .
" B u t t h e  p e o p le  i n  them  com e, a n d  go when t h e i r  
p a r t ' s  end ed "  ( I I ,  4 0 8 ) ,

B i l b o 's  p a r t ,  w h ich  i s  t o l d  m o s t ly  i n  The H o b b it  a n d  becom es p a r t  

o f  o t h e r  t a l e s  when h e  c a r r i e s  a n  a n c i e n t  k n i f e  from  t h e  g o b l in  w ars  

a n d  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  One B ing  o f  S a u ro n , e a s i l y  d i v id e s  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ,  

e a c h  one i n  i t s e l f  a  l i t t l e  t a l e .  T hough, i n  t h e  w ords o f  a n  e a r l y  

r e v ie w ,  t h e  boo k  i s  "cram m ed w i th  e p is o d e s  t h a t  v / i l l  o b l i t e r a t e  n e e d  

f o r  m e a ls  an d  bed ,""*^  i t  i s  n o t  e p i s o d ic  l i k e  O r la n d o  F u r io s o ,  S t r u c ­

t u r e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  r e t u r n  subm erge  t h e  f o u r  t a l e s ,  e a c h  d e p e n d e n t 

on  th e  o t h e r s ,  i n  a  r e l e n t l e s s  c o h e r e n t  n a r r a t i v e  f lo w ,

^ ^ L in  C a r t e r ,  T o lk ie n , p ,  2 7 ,

15 T im es L i t e r a r y  S u m le m e n t , O c to b e r  2 ,  1 9 3 7 .
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