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Porphyrula martinica (Linnaeus). Purple Gallinule.
Locally a fairly common permanent resident in marsh at 

edges of weed-choked fresh-water ponds in Atlantic and 
Pacific Regions, recorded in only three areas, at several 
ponds between San Juan Bautista Tuxtepec and Loma Bonita, at 
mouth of Rio Tonameca, and near Putla de Guerrero. Breeding 
evidence: slightly enlarged follicle (4 mm); enlarged testis
(10 X 4 mm). Elevations: sea level to 2,400 feet.

Fulica americana Gmelin. American Coot.
Fairly common winter resident in Pacific lowlands in 

shallows of ponds, lakes, and lagoons. To be expected in 
Atlantic Region. No fall record. Possibly a local permanent 
resident. Dates: January to 28 April. Elevations: sea
level to 300 feet.

Family HELIORNITHIDAE

Heliornis fulica (Boddaert). Sungrebe.
Rare permanent resident in lowlands of Atlantic Region 

in forest-edged ponds and streams within tropical evergreen 
forest, recorded northwest at least to a point 1 mile south­
west of San Juan Bautista Tuxtepec and south in Isthmus to a 
point 10 miles north of Matias Romero. Breeding evidence: 
range, habitat, and dates. Elevations: 100 to 300 feet
(record for Tutla perhaps higher but elevations of town and 
exact point of collection unknown).
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Family JACANIDAE

Jacana spinosa (Linnaeus). American Jacana.
Common permanent resident in marsh at edges of shallow, 

weed-choked fresh-water habitats in lower portions of Atlantic 
and Pacific Regions. Breeding evidence; "about ready to 
lay" (Lamb specimen label); range, habitat, and dates. 
Elevations: sea level to 800 feet.

Family HAEMATOPODIDAE

Haematopus palliatus Temminck. American Oystercatcher.
Very uncommon inhabitant of saline lagoon edges on 

Pacific coast of Tehuantepec region from Punta Paloma west 
to San Mateo del Mar; probably a permanent resident but 
recorded only from 21 February to 1 April. Breeding evi­
dence: habitat, and probably range and dates. Elevation:
sea level.

Family CHARADRIIDAE

Souatarola squatarola (Linnaeus). Black-bellied Plover.
Common winter resident along Pacific coast on mud flats 

and sand beaches. To be expected occasionally in open areas 
throughout remainder of state. Dates: 18 October to 31
May. Elevation: sea level.
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Pluvialis dominica (Muller). American Golden Plover.
Very uncommon transient spring migrant in Pacific Region, 

occurring on mud flats, savannas, river bars, and sand 
beaches. One record for Interior, a single bird seen by 
Morony at 5,000 feet elevation 1 mile west of Santa Maria 
Coyotepec on 28 May 1964. To be expected in Atlantic Region 
in the few areas of suitable habitat. Unrecorded in fall. 
Dates: 16 February to 28 May. Elevations: sea level to
5,000 feet.

Charadrius semipalmatus Bonaparte. Semipalmated Plover.
Fairly common winter resident in Pacific lowlands on 

mud flats, river bars, and sand beaches. To be expected 
occasionally throughout remainder of state. Dates: 5 August
to 1 June. Elevations: sea level to 100 feet.

*Charadrius alexandrinus Linnaeus. Snowy Plover.
Fairly common migrant and rare permanent resident on 

mud flats at Laguna Superior. To be expected elsewhere on 
Pacific coast. Breeding evidence: prejuvenal. Elevation:
sea level.

I have recorded the Snowy Plover on nine of twelve days 
spent at a point 19 road miles southwest of Juchitân at the 
southwestern corner of Laguna Superior. In 1961 Wolf and I 
recorded the following data: 16 May, five birds seen, of 
which two were collected (male, 34.4 grams, moderately fat, 
testes 5 x 2  and 3 x 2  mm. Wolf; male, 33.7 grams, slight 
fat, testes 8 x 4  and 6 x 4  mm, Binford) ; 17 May, two seen.
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of which one, a downy bird a few days old, was collected 
(male, 9.7 grams, little fat, testes minute); 18 May, two 
seen. In the fall of 1961 and winter of 1962 the Berretts 
and I saw 4 on 19 October (including a male collected, 35.9 
grams, moderately fat, testes small, D. G. Berrett), 27 on 
20 October, 2 on 21 October, and 2 each on 9 and 11 January. 
Finally, on 31 May 1964 Morony and I noted 12 Snowy Plovers.

Charadrius collaris Vieillot. Collared Plover.
Uncommon permanent resident in Pacific Region, occur­

ring on mud flats and sand beaches and on bars in larger 
rivers. To be expected on river bars of Atlantic Region. 
Breeding evidence: adults observed attending prejuvenals;
range, habitat, and dates. Elevations: sea level to 100
feet (higher at a point 25 road miles north of Santiago 
Pinotepa Nacional, where elevation uncertain but probably 
near 700 feet).

Charadrius vociferus Linnaeus. Killdeer.
Winter resident at edges of rivers, ponds, and lakes, 

and on some savannas, fairly common in Pacific Region except 
on coast and uncommon in Atlantic Region. Not definitely 
recorded from Interior. Apparently avoids saline habitats. 
Dates: 21 October to 29 March. Elevations: 50 to 800 feet.

*Charadrius wilsonia Ord. Wilson's Plover.
Uncommon winter resident, and possibly a rare permanent 

resident, along Pacific coast on mud flats at Laguna Superior
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and on sand beach at mouth of Rio Tonameca. To be expected 
elsewhere on Pacific coast. Dates: 18 October to 28 April.
Elevation: sea level.

In the fall of 1961 and winter of 1962, at the south­
western corner of Laguna Superior 19 road miles southwest of 
Juchitân, the Berretts and I recorded the following data:
18 October, 10 birds seen, of which 1 was collected (female,
52.7 grams, moderately fat, ova small, Binford); 19 October,
5 seen; 20 October, 5 seen; 21 October, 7 seen; 9 January, 3 
seen; 11 January, 2 seen. In 1964 at the mouth of the Rio 
Tonameca, Morony and I saw two Wilson's Plovers on 19 April 
and again on 28 April.

Family SCOLOPACIDAE

Numenius phaeopus (Linnaeus). Whimbrel.
Uncommon winter resident on mud flats of coastal lagoons. 

To be expected as a casual transient migrant in Atlantic 
Region and elsewhere in Pacific Region. Dates: 21 December
to 15 May. Elevation: sea level.

Numenius americanus Bechstein. Long-billed Curlew.
Uncommon winter resident on mud flats of coastal lagoons. 

One record apparently away from immediate coast, a specimen 
taken by Sumichrast at “Juchitân" on 11 December 1868 
(Oberholser, 1918: 191). To be expected as a casual transient 
migrant in Atlantic Region and elsewhere in Pacific Region. 
Dates: 20 October to 18 May. Elevations: sea level (record

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



1 9 3

for Juchitân slightly higher but elevation at exact point of 
collection unknown).

Limosa haemastica (Linnaeus). Hudsonian Godwit.
Rare transient migrant on mud flats around saline 

lagoons on Pacific coast of Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Dates;
15 to 18 May; July. Elevation: sea level.

There are only three Oaxaca records for the Hudsonian 
Godwit. Blake (1953: 140) mentions a sight record by L. I. 
Davis and Richard Herbert at Salina Cruz in July 1952. My 
only records are from the southwestern corner of Laguna 
Superior 19 road miles southwest of Juchitân, where single 
males were collected on 15 May 1961 (241.0 grams, very fat, 
testes 10 X 5 mm. Wolf) and 18 May 1961 (181.9 grams, 
slightly fat, left testis 7 x 3  mm, right testis 4 x 2  mm, 
Binford). These are the only specimens for México.

Limosa fedoa (Linnaeus). Marbled Godwit.
Uncommon winter resident on mud flats of coastal lagoons 

Dates: August to 1 June. Elevation; sea level.

Totanus flavipes (Gmelin). Lesser Yellowlegs.
Fairly common winter resident in shallow portions of 

open aquatic habitats in lowlands of Pacific Region. To be 
expected elsewhere at least as a transient migrant. Dates:
20 October to 22 May. Elevations: sea level to 300 feet.
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Totanus melanoleucus (Gmelin). Greater Yellowlegs.
Common winter resident in shallow portions of aquatic 

habitats in lowlands of Pacific Region. To be expected else­
where at least as a transient migrant. Dates: 18 October
to 1 June. Elevations: sea level to 300 feet.

Trincra solitaria Wilson. Solitary Sandpiper.
Uncommon transient migrant in shallow portions of fresh­

water habitats of Pacific Region. Very rare winter resident 
at least in lowlands of Pacific Region (one record, two birds 
seen, 8 road miles southwest of Juchitân, 9 January 1952, 
the Berretts and Binford). One record for Atlantic Region 
(two seen, 1 mile southwest of Valle Nacional, 20 April 1961, 
Wolf and Binford). Should be sought on migration in the 
Interior. Dates: 9 January? 11 March to 5 May? 15 August
to 21 October. Elevations: 50 to 8,500 feet.

Actitis macularia (Linnaeus). Spotted Sandpiper.
Common winter resident at edges of aquatic habitats 

throughout state. Dates: 14 August to 28 May. Elevations:
sea level to 6,300 feet.

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus (Gmelin). Willet.
Very common winter resident, restricted to shallows and 

mud flats of saline lagoons. Dates: 6 August to 1 June.
Elevation: sea level.
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*Heteroscelus incanus (Gmelin). Wandering Tattler.
Uncommon winter resident on rocks exposed to ocean waves 

Dates: 28 September to 27 April. Elevation: sea level.
In the fall of 1961 and winter of 1962 the Berretts and 

I recorded the following data: one seen and another col­
lected on 28 September (male, 71.8 grams, little fat, testes 
small, D. G. Berrett), and one seen on 9 October on an off­
shore "bird rock" just west of Puerto Angel; one seen on 17 
October and another on 10 January on the breakwall at Salina 
Cruz. In 1964 Morony saw a single bird at the harbor of 
Puerto Escondido on 3 March, and Morony and I saw one along 
the coast 6 road miles west of Puerto Angel on 27 April.
The only other record for Oaxaca is a sighting of two birds 
by F. W. Loetscher (in litt.) at Salina Cruz on 21 March 
1939.

Arenaria interpres (Linnaeus). Ruddy Turnstone.
Very uncommon transient migrant along Pacific coast on 

mud flats, sand beaches, and sand bars. To be expected 
occasionally on migration throughout state. Possibly a rare 
winter resident on Pacific coast. Dates: 19 April to 31
Ma%; 9 August (only "fall" date; Sumichrast specimen, San 
Mateo del Mar, 1869; published by Lawrence, 1875: 46). 
Elevation: sea level.

*Limnodromus griseus (Gmelin). Short-billed Dowitcher.
Two specimens; also three sight records. Status of L. 

griseus and L. scolopaceus uncertain because of difficulty
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of separation in field. Both species probably uncommon 
winter residents in Pacific Region in shallows of aquatic 
habitats and on mud flats. No Limnodromus recorded from 
Atlantic or Interior Regions, but both species to be expected 
in both areas at least as transient migrants. Dates and 
elevations for all Limnodromus, identified to species or not: 
12 August to 31 May; sea level to 300 feet.

All definite Oaxaca records for Î . griseus have been 
obtained by my field companions and me at sea level 19 road 
miles southwest of Juchitân at the southwestern edge of 
Laguna Superior. On 15 May 1961 I collected a male (LSUMZ 
24246) that weighed 79.9 grams and possessed slight fat and 
small testes. In the fall of 1961 and winter of 1962 the 
Berretts and I recorded the following data: 18 October, one
bird collected (female, LSUMZ 27399, 86.4 grams, little fat, 
ovary small, D. G. Berrett); 20 October, 12 seen; 21 October, 
5 seen; 11 January, 1 seen.

Limnodromus scolopaceus (Say). Long-billed Dowitcher.
Four specimens examined. See Limnodromus griseus.
The only definite records for the long-billed Dowitcher 

are four specimens taken by Sumichrast on the Pacific coast 
at San Mateo del Mar in 1869 as follows : 23 February, one
female (USNM 58927); 12 August, two males and one female 
(USNM 59716, 59718, and 59717, respectively).

*Gallinage gallinago (Linnaeus). Common Snipe.
Very uncommon winter resident in shallow fresh-water
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habitats of Pacific Region. To be expected at least on 
migration in Atlantic and Interior Regions. Dates ; 5
October to 20 February. Elevations: 300 to 700 feet.

On 5 October 1961 at 700 feet elevation 9 road miles 
north of San Pedro Pochutla, I collected the only specimen 
for the state (male, 107.3 grams, moderately fat, testes 
small). In 1964 Morony and I saw this species almost daily 
at a small savanna pond at 300 feet elevation 9 road miles 
west-northwest of San José Estancia Grande, as follows : one
bird each on 12, 14, 17, 18, and 20 February, and two each 
on 15, 16, and 19 February. See Mayr (1963) for use of 
Gallinago instead of Capella.

*Calidris canutus (Linnaeus). Red Knot.
Uncommon transient spring migrant on Pacific coast on 

mud flats and sand beaches. Probably occurs as a rare spring 
transient migrant elsewhere in state. Possibly also a fall 
transient migrant and a winter resident. Dates: 19 April
to 18 May. Elevation: sea level.

In 1961 at the southwestern corner of Laguna Superior 
19 road miles southwest of Juchitân, Wolf and I saw 13 Red 
Knots on 15 May (including one male collected, 115.3 grams, 
slightly fat, testes small, Binford), 4 on 16 May, 9 on 17 
May, and 8 on 18 May. The only other record for Oaxaca is 
from the mouth of the Rio Tonameca, where Morony and I saw 
two birds on 19 April 1964.
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Crocethia alba (Pallas.). Sanderling.
Winter resident along Pacific coast, very common on sand 

beaches and uncommon on mud flats. Possibly occurs elsewhere 
in state, at least as a transient migrant. Dates: 5 August
to 1 June. Elevation: sea level.

Ereunetes pusillus (Linnaeus). Semipalmated Sandpiper.
Two specimens; also one published sight record. Status 

uncertain; probably a very uncommon or rare winter resident 
at edges of aquatic habitats of entire Pacific coast but so 
far recorded only in spring and only on Pacific side of 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec, as follows : three birds seen by 
Coffey (1960: 292) at about 100 feet elevation just east of 
Tehuantepec City on 19 May 1954; and two collected at sea 
level 19 road miles southwest of Juchitân at southwestern 
edge of Laguna Superior on 17 May 1961 (one female, a 
skeleton, UMMZ 156458, 28.3 grams, heavily fat, ovary small. 
Wolf; and one male, a skin, 22.5 grams, moderately fat, 
testes small, Binford). Confusion in field with much com­
moner Western Sandpiper probably accounts in part for the 
scarcity of records.

Ereunetes mauri Cabanis. Western Sandpiper.
Fairly common winter resident on Pacific side of Isthmus 

of Tehuantepec on mud flats, sand beaches, and river bars, 
and in shallows of aquatic habitats. Probably more common 
in remainder of Pacific Region than indicated by the one 
record (one bird seen, mouth of Rio Tonameca, 28 April 1964,
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Binford). To be expected at least as a transient migrant in 
Atlantic and Interior Regions. Dates : 7 August to 1 June.
Elevations; sea level to 100 feet.

Erolia minutilla (Vieillot). Least Sandpiper.
Common winter resident on muddy or sandy shores of 

aquatic habitats throughout lowlands of Atlantic and Pacific 
Regions. Unrecorded in the Interior. Dates: 13 October to
15 May. Elevations: sea level to 300 feet.

[*Erolia fuscicollis (Vieillot). White-rumped Sandpiper.]
No specimen or published record; one sight record, a 

single bird that I observed carefully as it fed on a large 
mud flat at sea level in the Pacific Region 19 road miles 
southwest of Juchitân at the extreme southwestern edge of 
Laguna Superior on 18 May 1961. Status uncertain; probably 
a rare spring transient migrant on mud flats of Pacific side
of Isthmus of Tehuantepec and a casual spring transient
migrant elsewhere. Should be sought in late May.

*Erolia bairdii (Coues). Baird's Sandpiper.
Rare but probably regular transient spring migrant, 

recorded only on the mud flats of Pacific side of Tehuantepec 
region but to be expected in similar habitats, as well as on 
river bars and sand beaches, throughout state. No record
for fall, when species probably has same status as in spring.
Dates: 17 May to 1 June. Elevation: sea level.

In 1961 on mud flats at the southwestern edge of Laguna
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Superior 19 road miles southwest of Juchitân, Wolf and I 
obtained the following records: 17 May, three seen, of which
two were collected (male, 27.5 grams. Wolf; female, 36.8 
grams, Binford; both moderately fat and with small gonads);
18 May, two seen. In 1964 I observed one at the same locality 
on 31 May and eight on a mud flat near the eastern end of 
Laguna Inferior 15 road miles south of Reforma on 1 June. As 
indicated by Coffey (1960: 292), the record for this species 
by Amadon and Eckelberry (1955: 67) in May 1942 at junction 
of Trans-Isthmian Highway and the Rio Jaltepec pertains to 
Veracruz.

Erolia melanotos (Vieillot). Pectoral Sandpiper.
Spring transient migrant in lower portions of Atlantic 

and Pacific Regions, very uncommon at edges of fresh-water 
habitats and rare in saline aquatic habitats. One fall 
record (Cumichrast specimen, sex?, USNM 59700, Tehuantepec 
City, 13 October 1869). Should be sought in the Interior 
during migration. Dates: 24 March to 3 June ; 13 October.
Elevations: sea level to 2,400 feet.

*Erolia alpina (Linnaeus). Dunlin.
One record, one bird seen and another collected (male, 

43.0 grams, little fat, testes very small, D. G. Berrett) 20 
October 1961 on mud flats at sea level in Pacific Region 19 
road miles southwest of Juchitân at extreme southwestern 
corner of Laguna Superior. Status uncertain; probably a 
casual transient migrant or casual winter resident.
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Micropalama hiinantopus (Bonaparte) . Stilt Sandpiper.

Recorded only in the shallow aquatic habitats on Pacific 
coast of Isthmus of Tehuantepec, where apparently a rare 
spring transient migrant and casual winter resident. Pos­
sibly a transient migrant elsewhere in state. To be expected 
in fall. Dates: 15 and 18 May; 24 February, Elevation: sea
level.

The only winter record that I have examined is a male 
specimen (USNM 58925) taken by Sumichrast at San Mateo del 
Mar on 24 February 1859. I have not seen two other specimens 
supposed to be of this species that were recorded in the 
catalogue of the United States National Museum but then sent 
to other museums ; I suspect that these two birds were taken 
by Sumichrast in the same month and at the same locality. 
Ridgway (1916: 207) misquotes Lawrence (1876: 47) by listing 
August instead of February as the month in which Sumichrast 
took the Stilt Sandpiper at San Mateo del Mar. In 1961 at 
the southwestern edge of Laguna Superior 19 road miles south­
west of Juchitân, Wolf and I recorded the following data:
15 May, seven birds seen, of which two were collected by 
Wolf (male, 52.8 grams, heavy fat, testes small; female,
54.7 grams, moderately fat, follicles small); 18 May, eight 
seen.
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F a m i l y  R E C U R V IR O ST R ID A E

Himantopus itiexicanus (Müller) . Black-necked Stilt.
Common permanent resident in Pacific Region at edges of 

ponds, lakes, and coastal lagoons. Breeding evidence: 
range, habitat, and dates. Elevations; sea level to 300 
feet.

*Recurvirostra americana Gmelin. American Avocet.
One specimen; also twelve sight records. Status uncer­

tain; occurs locally in lowlands of Pacific Region near 
edges of ponds, lakes, and lagoons; probably a fairly common 
winter resident but recorded only from 21 February to 1 June. 
Elevations; sea level to 300 feet.

Although Friedmann, Griscom, and Moore (1950; 101) list 
Oaxaca in the range of the American Avocet, I can find no 
records prior to my own, which were obtained in 1954. During 
that year Morony and I recorded the following data: 1 to 10
birds noted daily from 21 February to 1 March at Minitân 
(including one female collected, 296.3 grams, very fat, 
follicles not enlarged, 22 February, Binford); 15 seen at a 
small pond 12 road miles southeast of Santiago Jamiltepec on 
2 March; 3 seen at mouth of Rio Tonameca on 28 April; flock 
of 178 noted on a mud flat 15 road miles south of Reforma on 
1 June.
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F a m i l y  PHALAROPODID2VE

Phalaropus fulicarius (Linnaeus). Red Phalarope.
One specimen; also four sight records. Status uncer­

tain; occurs to within 3 miles of shore on open ocean, where 
probably an uncommon transient migrant and winter resident, 
although unrecorded in fall or early winter. Dates: Febru­
ary to 22 April.

Loye Miller and Frank Richardson, during two trips 
across the Gulf of Tehuantepec in 1936, noted rafts of 
"uncountable numbers" in February and "a scant dozen birds" 
in April (L. miller, 1937: 19). I recorded this species from 
3 to 6 miles offshore on three of elevan oceanic trips made 
off Puerto Angel. In 1961 Morony and I recorded the follow­
ing data: 20 April, one bird seen and another collected
(female, 52.2 grams, very fat, follicles not enlarged, Bin­
ford) ; 21 April, seven seen; 22 April, one seen.

*5teganopus tricolor Vieillot. Wilson's Phalarope.
One specimen; also two sight records. Status uncertain; 

probably a fairly common transient migrant in shallow aquatic 
habitats throughout state but so far recorded only on Pacific 
coast of Tehuantepec region and only in spring. Scarcity of 
records probably due to scant field work during very late 
spring and very early fall. Dates: 16 May to 1 June.
Elevation: sea level.

On 16 May 1961 at the southwestern shore of Laguna 
Superior 19 road miles southwest of Juchitân, I collected a
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female Wilson's Phalarope (53.2 grams, slightly fat, follicles 
poorly developed). In 1964 Morony and I saw a male on a 
small pond 8 road miles southwest of Juchitân on 31 May and 
a flock of 44 birds on a mud flat 15 road miles south of 
Reforma on 1 June.

Lobipes lobatus (Linnaeus). Northern Phalarope.
Fairly common transient migrant on ocean from surf line 

to at least 3 miles offshore. Dates: 20 April to 4 May; 11
to 24 October.

Family BURHINIDAE

Burhinus bistriatus (Wagler). Double-striped Thick-knee.
Fairly common permanent resident in savanna on Pacific 

side of Tehuantepec region from Tapanatepec and Punta Paloma 
west to Tehuantepec City and Huilotepec and north to Chivela 
and Niltepec; also at Rancho Las Animas. To be expected 
between Tehuantepec City and Rancho Las Animas. Should be 
sought in savanna on Atlantic side of Isthmus. Breeding 
evidence: "eggs large, ready for laying" (Schaldach field
catalogue in LSUMZ); enlarged testes (11 x 5 mm). Elevations: 
sea level to 3,000 feet.
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F a m i l y  ST E R C O R A R IID A E

[*Stercorarius pomarinus (Temminck). Pomarine Jaeger.]
No specimen or published record; two sight records, 

light-phase adults seen by Morony and Binford about 3 miles 
offshore from Puerto Angel on 21 April (one bird) and 22 
April 1954 (flock of four). Status uncertain; probably a 
very uncommon transient migrant or winter resident.

*Stercorarius parasiticus (Linnaeus). Parasitic Jaeger.
One specimen, a male (345.9 grams, fat between moderate 

and little, testes small) collected by Morony on 21 April 
1964 about 3 miles offshore from Puerto Angel; also one 
sight record, an adult seen by the Berretts and me on 30 
September 1961 at the same locality. Status uncertain; 
occurs on open ocean, where probably an uncommon transient 
migrant and possibly a winter resident.

On the eleven days spent on open ocean off Puerto Angel, 
I have recorded this species definitely only on the occasions 
noted above. However, my companions and I saw jaegers that 
were either parasiticus or lonqicaudus on two other trips 
off Puerto Angel, 20 April 1964 (two birds) and 3 May 1961 
(one bird).

*Stercorarius lonqicaudus Vieillot. Long-tailed Jaeger.
The one record, an immature female (298.0 grams, very 

fat, follicles not enlarged) that I collected on 21 April 
1964 on open ocean 3 miles offshore from Puerto Angel, is
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the first acceptable specimen record for México. Status 
uncertain; occurs on open ocean, where probably a rare 
transient migrant and possibly a rare winter resident. See 

parasiticus.

Family LARIDAE

Larus delawarensis Ord. Ring-billed Gull.
One specimen examined; also one published specimen record. 

Status uncertain; occurs on Pacific coast of Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, where probably a very rare winter resident or 
visitor. Recorded only at "San Mateo" [=San Mateo del Mar] 
(specimen, sex?, USNM 58953, 21 February 1869, Sumichrast) 
and at an unknown locality, probably also San Mateo del Mar 
in my opinion, on Pacific side of Isthmus (March, Sumichrast; 
record published by Lawrence, 1876: 51). To be expected 
elsewhere on Pacific coast. Elevation: sea level. See L.
californiens in Hypothetical List.

Larus atricilla Linnaeus. Laughing Gull.
Winter resident, common along ocean shore and on coastal 

lagoons, uncommon inland in Pacific lowlands, where found on 
lakes, or ponds, and in cultivated fields, and very uncommon 
in;lowlands of Atlantic Region (one record, an immature 
female weighing 317.6 grams and possessing little fat and 
small follicles, collected by Binford from flock of seven 
birds on Presa Miguel Alemân on 1 December 1961). Possibly 
a local permanent resident. Dates: 7 August to 1 June.
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Elevations: sea level to 200 feet.

Larus pipixcan Waqler. Franklin's Gull.
Transient migrant, very common during flights on a north- 

south axis across Isthmus of Tehuantepec and uncommon on 
remainder of Pacific coast. Possibly a winter resident on 
Pacific coast; the only winter record, two birds seen on 2 
December 1948 at Salina Cruz by Coffey (1950: 293), may, how­
ever, represent late migrants. Usually noted in flight but 
occasionally seen feeding or resting in cultivated fields, 
on coastal lagoons, or on open ocean. Only two Oaxaca speci­
mens, one adult male (UMMZ 137157) taken by Shufeldt at 
Tehuantepec City on 29 April 1917, and one adult female 
(211.9 grams, slightly fat, follicles small) collected by 
Binford 2 road miles east of Tehuantepec City on 14 May 1961. 
Unrecorded in the Interior or in Atlantic Region outside of 
Isthmus. Dates: 19 April to 3 June; 19 to 23 October; 2
December. Elevations: sea level to 350 feet.

Xema sabini (Sabine). Sabine's Gull.
Fairly common transient migrant on open ocean to within 

3 miles of shore. Possibly a winter resident on open ocean. 
Dates: 5 March to 4 May; 29 September to 11 October.

Loye Miller and Frank Richardson noted Sabine's Gulls 
flying up the coast west of Tehuantepec City on 11 and 12 
April 1936 (L. Miller, 1937: 19). I have observed this 
species from 3 to 10 miles offshore on nine of twelve oceanic 
trips taken off the coast of Oaxaca. Off Puerto Angel in
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1961 Wolf and I saw 2 birds on 3 May and 20 on 4 May. In 
the same area during the fall of 1961, the Berretts and I 
observed three on 29 September, two on 30 September, and two 
on 11 October. Morony and I noted three on 5 March 1964 
about 3 miles offshore from Puerto Escondido. Off Puerto 
Angel in 1964, Morony and I recorded the following data: 20
April, 3 seen; 21 April, 13 seen, of which one was collected 
(adult male, 210.9 grams, testes small and black, Binford 
only Oaxaca specimen); 22 April, 13 seen.

Chlidonias niger (Linnaeus). Black Tern.
Transient migrant on open ocean and in Pacific lowlands, 

common on ocean from shoreline to several miles out, uncommon 
on coastal lagoons, and rare along large rivers on Pacific 
side of Isthmus. Unrecorded elsewhere but to be expected in 
lowlands of Atlantic Region and remainder of Pacific Region. 
Should be sought as a winter resident on Pacific coast and 
perhaps elsewhere in state (30 seen by Morony and Binford on 
5 March 1964 offshore from Puerto Escondido may represent 
early migrants). Boucard record (immature male specimen, 
October) from "Putla, Vera Cruz" (Saunders and Salvin, 1896: 
22) may pertain to Putla de Guerrero, Oaxaca. Dates: 5
March; 20 April to 18 May; 9 August to 21 October. Eleva­
tions: sea level to 100 feet.

Gelochelidon nilotica (Gmelin). Gull-billed Tern.
Very uncommon winter resident and probably a local 

permanent resident, occurring on bays and lagoons of Pacific
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coast from San Mateo del Mar west to mouth of Rio Tonameca. 
Breeding evidence: enlarged follicles (largest 5 mm) very
fat adult female specimen weighing 205 grams and taken by 
Morony at mouth of Rio Tonameca on 19 April 1954; habitat 
and probably range and dates. All dates: 22 February 1869,
19 and 28 April 1964, and 16 and 17 May 1961; 6 August 1869. 
Elevation: sea level.

Hydroprocfne caspia (Pallas) . Caspian Tern.
Uncommon winter resident on Pacific coast on bays, 

harbors, and lagoons and in Atlantic Region at Presa Miguel 
Alemân. Should be sought on lakes and large rivers else­
where in lowlands. Only Oaxaca specimens : one male (648.4
grams, moderately fat, testes small, Binford) and one female 
(583.0 grams, moderately fat, follicles not enlarged, D. G. 
Berrett) taken at southwestern corner of Laguna Superior 19 
road miles southwest of Juchitân on 9 January 1962. Dates:
20 October to 18 May. Elevations: sea level to 200 feet.

Sterna hirundo Linnaeus. Common Tern.
Fairly common winter resident on open ocean within 

several miles of shore and along Pacific coast on lagoons, 
bays, and harbors. One specimen (USNM 59750, 22 December 
1869, Sumichrast), and perhaps others, from Bahia Ventosa 
originally misidentified by Lawrence (1876: 51) as forsteri, 
Dates: 29 September to 18 May. Elevation: sea level.
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Sterna forsteri Nuttall. Forster's Tern.

Very uncommon winter resident on bays and lagoons of 
Pacific coast. Dates: 20 February to 17 May. Elevation:
sea level. See hirundo.

Sterna albifrons Pallas. Least Tern.
Fairly common summer resident, feeding on lagoons, bays, 

ana harbors of Pacific coast, along the Rio Tehuantepec in­
land in Pacific Region as far as Tehuantepec City, and on 
open ocean within several miles of shore. Should be sought 
in winter. Breeding evidence: 8 to 10 adult pairs and nests
with eggs noted by Shufeldt on 8 May 1915 and 20, 24, and 26 
May 1917 on river bars about 1 mile northwest of Tehuantepec 
City, the only definite breeding site; probably breeds at 
mouth of Rio Tonameca, where Binford and Morony observed six 
adult pairs courting on 28 April 1964. Dates: 19 April to
19 October. Elevations: sea level to 100 feet.

Thalasseus maximus (Boddaert). Royal Tern.
Fairly common winter resident on Pacific coast on 

lagoons, bays, and harbors from Punta Paloma west at least 
to a point 4 road miles southeast of Puerto Escondido. 
Possibly a permanent resident. Dates: 6 August to 31 May.
Elevation: sea level.

Thalasseus eleqans (Gambel). Elegant Tern.
Uncommon transient migrant on open ocean and on bays and 

harbors of Pacific coast. Possibly occurs in winter and as
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a breeding bird in spring and summer. Dates: 3 March to
13 May; 17 October. Elevation: sea level.

Thalasseus sandvicensis (Latham). Sandwich Tern.
Very uncommon bird on coastal lagoons from wouthwestern 

edge of Laguna Superior east to Punta Paloma; probably only 
a winter resident but possibly a permanent resident. Dates: 
August to 18 May. Elevation: sea level.

Lawrence (1875: 51) records an unstated number of 
Sumichrast specimens taken at San Matel del Mar in August 
and February. Most subsequent authors have correctly fol­
lowed Lawrence. Friedmann, Griscom, and Moore (1950: 111), 
however, state that the "very old record from the Pacific 
coast of Oaxaca was originally a misidentification of T. 
comatus [=T. eleqans1 by Sumichrast, corrected by Sclater 
and Salvin in 1871, but perpetuated by all subsequent 
authors!" This statement is completely incorrect; P. L. 
Sclater and Salvin (1871: 568) do not mention the Sandwich 
Tern with reference to the Elegant Tern; and the original 
identification by Lawrence was correct, as corroborated by 
my examination of the specimens concerned.

Two unsexed specimens collected by Sumichrast on 24 
February 1869 at San Mateo del Mar are still in the United 
States National Museum (USNM 58935 and 58938). Four 
additional specimens supposed to be of this species are 
entered in the catalogue of that museum, but three have been 
exchanged, and the fourth cannot be found. In 1961 at the
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southwestern corner of Laguna Superior 19 road miles south­
west of Juchitân, Wolf and I recorded the following data:
16 May, one bird collected (female, 210.5 grams, follicles 
minute. Wolf); 17 May, one of two collected (female, 160.5 
grams, slightly fat, follicles minute. Wolf); 18 May, nine 
seen. On 20 March 1964 near Punta Paloma, Morony and I saw 
19 Sandwich Terns.

Family RYNCHOPIDAE

Rynchops nigra Linnaeus. Black Skimmer.
Very uncommon winter resident on bays and lagoons of 

Pacific coast. Possibly a permanent resident on Pacific 
coast. One record inland from coast, an individual seen by 
Morony and Binford on a small lake 12 road miles southeast 
of Santiago Jamiltepec on 2 March 1964. Dates: 9 August to
4 March. Elevations: sea level; higher at a point 12 road
miles southeast of Santiago Jamiltepec but exact elevation 
unknown.

Family COLUMBIDAE

[*Columba livia Gmelin. Rock Dove.]
No specimen or published record; numerous sight records 

Introduced. Fairly common permanent resident in many towns 
in Pacific and Interior Regions ; presumed to be largely 
feral. Unrecorded but probably occurs in Atlantic Region. 
Breeding evidence: range, habitat, and dates. Elevations:
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50 to 7,000 feet.
I have observed this species in numerous towns, includ­

ing Oaxaca City, Puerto Angel, San Pedro Pochutla, and San 
Pedro Y San Pable Teposcolula.

Columba flavirostris Wagler. Red-billed Pigeon.
Permanent resident, common in Pacific Region in tropical 

deciduous, tropical semideciduous, and humid gallery forests 
and fairly common to uncommon in Atlantic Region in tropical 
evergreen forest. Breeding evidence: nest with young.
Elevations: sea level to 4,900 feet.

Columba fasciata Say. Band-tailed Pigeon.
Fairly common breeding bird in pine-oak forests 

(especially humid portions) in Pacific Region west of Isth­
mus and in the Interior; presumably a permanent resident but 
recorded only from 1 April to 10 September. Breeding evi­
dence: nest with young. Elevations: 5,800 to 9,700 feet.

Columba speciosa Gmelin. Scaled Pigeon.
Rare bird in Atlantic Region in tropical evergreen 

forest, recorded northwest to San Juan Bautista Tuxtepec and 
a point 5 road miles southwest of Valle Nacional and south 
in Isthmus to a point 2 miles north plus 2 miles east of 
Matias Romero ; presumably a permanent resident but recorded 
only from 21 February to 22 April. Breeding evidence: 
enlarged testes (19 x 8 mm). Elevations: 100 to 1,900 feet.
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Columba nigrirostris Sclater. Short-billed Pigeon.
Very uncommon permanent resident in Atlantic Region in 

tropical evergreen forest, occurring northwest to "Lalana" 
and "Mocturn" and south in Isthmus to Palomares. Breeding 
evidence: enlarged follicle (11 mm). Elevations: 250 to
300 feet (records for Lalana and Mocturn probably much higher 
but elevations of towns and exact points of collection 
unknown).

Zenaidura macroura (Linnaeus). Mourning Dove.
Mainly a winter resident, common in Pacific Region and 

in the Interior, occurring in arid tropical scrub, arid 
temperate scrub, and tropical deciduous forest, and uncommon 
in Atlantic Region in clearings within tropical evergreen 
forest. Uncommon permanent resident in the Interior in arid 
temperate scrub (see below). Bird banded on 21 August 1927 
at Tiffin, Ohio, shot in December 1934 at Tamazola (M. T. 
Cooke, 1938: 187). Breeding evidence: nest with two eggs
found by Binford 9 road miles east of Santa Maria del Tule 
on 8 May 1961. Elevations: sea level to 7,300 feet (record
for La Parada perhaps slightly higher; elevation at exact 
point of collection uncertain but not 10,000 feet as erron­
eously reported by Salvin and Godman [1897-1904 (1902): 
243]).

Zenaida asiatica (Linnaeus). White-winged Dove.
Permanent resident, common in Pacific Region in clear­

ings and sparsely wooded sections within tropical deciduous
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forest and arid tropical scrub and uncommon in the Interior 
in arid temperate scrub; recorded north in Isthmus to 
Chivela. Unrecorded, but probably occurs, in arid tropical 
scrub of Interior valleys. Numbers augmented by transient 
migrants and winter residents. Isthmus population largest 
in October. Breeding evidence: nest with young. Eleva­
tions: sea level to 6,300 feet.

Scardafella inca (Lesson). Inca Dove.
Permanent resident in Pacific and Interior Regions, 

very common in arid tropical scrub, arid temperate scrub, 
and tropical deciduous forest and rare near habitation with­
in arid pine-oak forest and cloud forest, recorded north in 
Isthmus to Chivela. Probably a rare permanent resident in 
Atlantic Region (one record, one seen in scrubby savanna at 
Amapan, 3 December 1961, the Berretts and Binford). Breed­
ing evidence: nest with eggs. Elevations: sea level to
6,400 feet.

Columbicrallina passerina (Linnaeus) . Common Ground-Dove.
Common permanent resident in Pacific and Interior 

Regions, occurring in arid temperate scrub, in arid tropical 
scrub, and in guamil and savanna within tropical deciduous 
forest. The only record for Atlantic Region (female speci­
men, USNM 33779, Moctum, 3 September 1941, Avilés) needs 
substantiation by additional data. Breeding evidence: nest
with eggs; two nestlings (UNSM 155433 and 155434) collected 
by Nelson and Goldman on 18 June 1895 at La Rancheria

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



2 1 6

(specimens labeled "Mts. near Santo Domingo") are Ç. 
talpacoti, not Ç. passerina as erroneously listed by Todd 
(1913: 538) and Ridgway (1916: 403). Elevations: sea level
to 6,100 feet.

*Columbiqallina minuta (Linnaeus). Plain-breasted Ground- 
Dove .

Inhabitant of savanna and grazed land, common in 
Pacific Region near Putla de Guerrero and uncommon in 
Atlantic Region along Trans-Isthmian Highway from a point 12 
miles north of Matias Romero north to Donaji. Probably a 
permanent resident but recorded only from 5 March to 7 
August. Should be sought elsewhere at low elevations. 
Breeding evidence: nest with young. Elevations: 300 to
2,400 feet.

In savanna and pastures 1 mile east of Putla de Guer­
rero, Morony and I observed from 1 to 16 individuals daily 
from 18 to 22 May 1964. Eight male specimens, all with 
greatly enlarged testes, were collected as follows: 18 May,
one (34.2 grams, Morony); 19 May, one (39.9 grams, little 
fat, Morony); 20 May, one (little fat, Binford); 22 May, 
five (33.8 grams, little fat, Morony; 36.4, 38.3, 39.5, and 
42.2 grams, all with little fat and collected by Binford).
In the same area I noted two nests as follows : 19 May, nest
under construction by both adults ; 22 May, nest with two 
pinfeathered young.

I have examined five specimens from the Atlantic side
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of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, as follows: one male (testes
not enlarged, ARPC uncatalogued) collected by Rook and L. 
Petite at a point 12 miles north of Matias Romero on 7 
August 1961; one female (follicles not enalrged, AMNH 775906) 
taken by Schaldach at Montebello on 5 March 1961; one female 
(some fat, largest follicle 2 mm, ARPC uncatalogued) col­
lected by Schaldach at Rancho Las Cruces near Donaji on 3 
July 1962; and one male (moderately fat, testes not enlarged, 
ARPC uncatalogued) and one female (moderately fat, follicles 
not enlarged, AMNH 787502) both secured by Schaldach at 
Donaji on 15 July 1962.

Columbigallina talpacoti (Temminck). Ruddy Ground-Dove.
Permanent resident in guamil, cultivated land, grazed 

land, and savanna; common in lower portions of Atlantic 
Region within general range of tropical evergreen forest and 
at low elevations in Pacific Region within general range of 
tropical deciduous forest from Guerrero border to Puerto 
Escondido; and uncommon in remainder of Pacific Region. 
Breeding evidence: nest with young (see C_. passerina) .
Elevations: sea level to 2,400 feet (record for Moctum per­
haps higher but elevations of town and exact point of col­
lection unknown).

Claravis pretiosa (Ferrari-Perez). Blue Ground-Dove.
Uncommon permanent resident in Atlantic Region in dense 

understory of tropical evergreen forest, recorded northwest 
to San Juan Bautista Tuxtepec and south in Isthmus to
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Escuilapa. Breeding evidence: enlarged follicle (5 mm).
Elevations: 100 to 2,600 feet.

Leptotila verreauxi Bonaparte. White-fronted Dove.
Permanent resident in all Regions of state, very common 

in tropical evergreen, tropical deciduous, tropical semi­
deciduous, and humid gallery forests, uncommon in arid 
tropical scrub and extreme lower reaches of cloud forest, 
and rare in densely forested canyons within general range of 
arid temperate scrub. Breeding evidence: nest with young.
Elevations: sea level to 5,100 feet.

Leptotila plumbeiceps Sclater and Salvin. Gray-headed Dove.
Very uncommon permanent resident in tropical evergreen 

forest of Atlantic Region lowlands, recorded south in Isth­
mus to Sarabia. Breeding evidence: enlarged testes (right,
13 X  6, left, 15 X  7 mm). Elevations: 250 to 300 feet.

Geotrygon montana (Linnaeus). Ruddy Quail-Dove.
Permanent resident, fairly common in Pacific Region 

west of Isthmus in tropical semideciduous forest and uncom­
mon in Atlantic Region in tropical evergreen forest, recorded 
south in Isthmus to a point 16 road miles north of Matias 
Romero. Breeding evidence: nest with eggs. Elevations:
300 to 4,900 feet.

Geotrygon albifacies Nelson. White-faced Quail-Dove.
Permanent resident in cloud forest, very common in 

Atlantic Region in Sierra Madre de Chiapas, common in Pacific
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Region in Sierra de Miahuatlân, and uncommon in Atlantic 
Region west of Isthmus. Breeding evidence: nest with young.
Elevations: 4,100 to 5,800 feet (records for Totontepec and
Cerro Zempoaltepec probably higher but elevations at exact 
point of collection unknown).

Family PSITTACIDAE

[Ara militaris (Linnaeus). Military Macaw.]
No specimen examined; one published record, a listing 

by Sumichrast (1881: 238) of the locality “Reg. alp. de . . . 
Zapotitlan, cerca de Huamelula" (Zapotitlân at 5,739 feet 
but elevation at exact point of collection unknown). All 
other Oaxaca references, including that by Lawrence (1875:
35) from "Mountains north of Tehuantepec," pertain to the 
Zapotitlân record. I do not know whether or not Sumichrast's 
record is based on a specimen. In the catalogue of the 
United States National Museum, immediately following a long 
series of Sumichrast specimens from Oaxaca, is the name Ara 
militaris (USNM 58975). No locality or other data, however, 
are given in the catalogue, and I can find no specimen with 
this number in the collection. Should be sought in mountains 
throughout state.

Ara macao (Linnaeus). Scarlet Macaw.
Permanent resident in lower portions of Pacific Region 

in gallery forest and heavy tropical deciduous forest, 
recorded from Punta Paloma and Tapanatepee west to Puerto de
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Hua tu 1 CO and north in Isthmus to a point 16 road miles south 
of Matias Romero and to “Chimalapa" (adult male taken in 
February by W. B. Richardson at either Santa Maria Chimalapa 
or San Miguel Chimalapa; record published by Salvadori,
1891: 155); formerly "excessively common" between Niltepec 
and Tapanatepec (Sumichrast, in Lawrence, 1876: 35) and 
abundant near Tehuantepec City (Nelson, 1898a: 118); now 
very uncommon or extripated over much of former range. 
Breeding evidence: range, habitat, and dates. Elevations:
sea level to 800 feet.

Aratinqa holochlora (Sclater). Green Parakeet.
Fairly common permanent resident on Pacific side of 

Tehuantepec region from Chiapas border west to a few miles 
northwest of Tehuantepec City and north to La Ventosa and a 
point 12 airline miles north-northeast of Zanatepec, occur­
ring in tropical deciduous forest, tropical semideciduous 
forest, humid gallery forest, and arid tropical scrub. 
Breeding evidence: egg without shell in oviduct (A. h.
strenua). Elevations: 50 to 4,900 feet.

Birds from eastern Oaxaca and south along the Pacific 
slope of Central America are larger than typical holochlora 
from the Atlantic slope of México and are sometimes con­
sidered a distinct species, A. strenua (Ridgway). Bangs and 
Peters (1928: 388) found both size types among a collection 
taken by W. W. Brown at Tapanatepec and, therefore, treated 
the two as separate species. I have not examined Brown's
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birds. Most of the Oaxaca specimens that I have seen are 
close to strenua. although one female (AMNH 775908) from the 
Oaxaca-Chiapas border 10 miles east of Tapanatepec is close 
to holochlora. A male (AMNH 775907) from the same locality 
and two males (LSUMZ 39655 and 43731) from Tonala, Chiapas, 
appear to me to be intermediate in dimensions, and for this 
reason I prefer to consider the two forms as conspecific 
pending a thorough study of the situation. It is interesting 
to note that the Oaxaca population and that of the Atlantic 
slope of México apparently are separated by a wide gap in 
northern Oaxaca and southern Veracruz. Thus, if strenua is 
indeed sympatric with a population of smaller birds in 
eastern Oaxaca and western Chiapas, the latter must be a 
different population from that which inhabit Atlantic México, 
even though the two apparently are morphologically identical.

Aratinqa astec (Souancé). Olive-throated Parakeet.
Common permanent resident in Atlantic Region in tropi­

cal evergreen forest, recorded south in Isthmus to El Barrio. 
Breeding evidence: range, habitat, and dates. Elevations:
100 to 1,050 feet.

Aratinqa canicularis (Linnaeus). Orange-fronted Parakeet.
Very common permanent resident in tropical semideciduous 

forest, humid gallery forest, tropical deciduous forest, and 
arid tropical scrub, occurring along entire length of Pacific 
Region, northwest in Rio Tehuantepec basin to Rancho Las 
Animas, and north across Isthmus into Atlantic Region to a
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point 10 miles south of Matias Romero. Breeding evidence; 
nest with young. Elevations: sea level to 4,350 feet.

Brotocreris jugularis (Muller) . Orange-chinned Parakeet.
Uncommon permanent resident in humid gallery forest, 

and perhaps other habitats, of Pacific lowlands and adjoin­
ing foothills from Chiapas border west to Ostuta. Should be 
sought elsewhere in Pacific Region. Breeding evidence: 
"testes full size" (Lamb specimen label); range, habitat, 
and dates. Elevations: sea level to 800 feet.

Pionopsitta haematotis (Sclater and Salvin). Brown-hooded 
Parrot.

Fairly common permanent resident in Atlantic Region in 
cloud forest and heavy tropical evergreen forest, recorded 
northwest to Vista Hermosa and a point 5 road miles south­
west of Valle Nacional and south in Isthmus to a point 18 
road miles north of Matias Romero. Breeding evidence: 
range, habitat, and dates. Elevations: 200 to 5,200 feet.

Pionus senilis (Spix). White-crowned Parrot.
Fairly common permanent resident in Atlantic Region in 

tropical evergreen forest, recorded south in Isthmus to a 
point 18 road miles north of Matias Romero. Local migration 
indicated by records from a point at 300 feet elevation 1 
mile southwest of Valle Nacional, where species unrecorded 
from 14 February through 25 March 1951 but fairly common 
thereafter. Breeding evidence: enlarged testes (12 x 6 mm).
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Elevations: 300 to 1,900 feet (record for San Ildefonso
Villa Alta probably higher but elevation at exact point of 
collection unknown).

Amazona albifrons (Sparrmann). White-fronted Parrot.
Common permanent resident in tropical deciduous forest 

and arid tropical scrub, occurring along entire length of 
Pacific Region and north across Isthmus into Atlantic Region 
as far as Matias Romero. Record from La Parada (Ridgway, 
1915: 256) probably erroneous. Breeding evidence: nest with
one egg. Elevations: sea level to 3,000 feet.

Amazona finschi (Sclater). Lilac-crowned Parrot.
Very uncommon permanent resident in humid and semiarid 

pine-oak forests of Pacific Region west of Isthmus, wander­
ing into lowlands of Pacific Region (including Isthmus) in 
fall; recorded from Putla de Guerrero east to Zanatepec, the 
easternmost point in entire range of species. Breeding 
evidence: range, habitat, and dates. Elevations: sea level
to 4,900 feet.

Amazona autumnalis (Linnaeus). Red-lored Parrot.
Common permanent resident in Atlantic Region in tropical 

evergreen forest, occurring south in Isthmus to El Barrio. 
Breeding evidence: enlarged testes (12 x 5 mm). Elevations:
100 to 1,050 feet.

Amazona ochrocephala (Gmelin). Yellow-headed Parrot.
Uncommon and local permanent resident in tropical
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deciduous and humid gallery forests, from Pacific Region 
north across Isthmus into Atlantic Region to "Petapa" [=Santo 
Domingo Petapa?]. Should be sought elsewhere in Atlantic 
Region. Breeding evidence: enlarged testes (19 x 8 mm).
Elevations: sea level to 1,050 feet.

A. o. auropalliata (Lesson), sometimes considered a 
distinct species, occurs from the Chiapas border west to the 
Rio Ostuta and to a point near Ixhuatân. A. ô. oratrix 
Ridgway is found from near the Guerrero border east to 
"Petapa" [==Santo Domingo Petapa?] and El Barrio. No inter­
mediates between these two forms have been collected; a 
detailed field study is needed to determine whether or not 
intergradation occurs in the intervening area. The race 
magna Monroe and Howell has never been recorded in Oaxaca but 
may occur in the lowlands of the Atlantic Region. Alleged 
occurrence at Santa Maria Chimalapa, listed by Ridgway (1915: 
232) as a locality for auropalliata, is based on a misidenti­
fication of A. farinosa.

Amazona farinosa (Boddaert). Mealy Parrot.
Fairly common permanent resident in Atlantic Region in 

heavy tropical evergreen forest west to Uvero and a point 16 
road miles north of Matias Romero. Breeding evidence: 
range, habitat, and dates. Elevations: 100 to 950 feet.
See A. ochrocephala.
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Family CUCULIDAE

Coccyzus erythropthalmus (Wilson). Black-billed Cuckoo.
Very uncommon transient migrant, recorded in only four 

localities, three in tropical eyergreen forest in Atlantic 
Region in yicinity of Isthmus of Tehuantepec (Escuilapa,
Tutla, and a point 24 road miles north of Matias Romero) and 
one in the Interior in arid temperate scrub (La Hacienda). 
Dates; 8 March to 23 April; latter part of September. 
Eleyations: 300 to 5,250 feet.

Coccyzus americanus (Linnaeus). Yellow-billed Cuckoo.
Fairly common transient migrant throughout state occur­

ring in tropical eyergreen forest, tropical deciduous forest, 
tropical semideciduous forest, arid tropical scrub, arid 
temperate scrub, and humid gallery forest. Rare winter resi­
dent at least in Atlantic Region: three specimens taken by
Ayilés at Tutla in 1941, one male (FM 119422) and one female 
(FM 119421) on 11 February and one female (FM 119424) on 11 
March. Dates: 11 April to 31 May; September to 1 October.
Eleyations: 50 to 5,250 feet.

Coccyzus minor (Gmelin). Mangroye Cuckoo.
Uncommon permanent resident in Pacific Region in mangroye 

swamp, tropical deciduous forest, and humid gallery forest, 
recorded from Punta Paloma and a point 9 road miles east of 
Tapanatepec west along foothills of Sierra Madre de Chiapas 
to a point 5.2 miles west of Niltepec and also in Rio
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