Louisiana State University

LSU Digital Commons

Honors Theses Ogden Honors College

1995

SAVAGE SCOTLAND

Eric Pope

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.Isu.edu/honors_etd

Cf Part of the Political Science Commons


https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/honors_etd
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/honors
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/honors_etd?utm_source=digitalcommons.lsu.edu%2Fhonors_etd%2F1185&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=digitalcommons.lsu.edu%2Fhonors_etd%2F1185&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

£~

o

—e

-
e,

SAVAGE SCOTLAMD

Eric Fope



INTRODUCTIONM~THE RESIDENT aAMBASSADOR
Throughout the fifte=nth and sixtesnth centuriss, the

major powers of Europe were becoming strongsr, more united,
and more miiitarily effective. Tied inmto this
centralization of powsr among the major states was a
developma2nt 1in the role of dipliomacy: in gensral ., as nations
pEcams more unifisd, relations between the major powers
began to be far more organized.l! Most of the smaller states
would take theilir cus from the larger powsrs, rather than

taking any initiative of their gwn. In thi=zs changing period

I
n

Wiy intewnatlanal politics, ambassadors began to take on a
more important role in the way in which diplomatic service
Was conaucted.

Traditionally, diplomatic amnbassadors were dsually sent
aproad on one specific point of business, and once their

duties were dischargesd, they were sxpected to return home.

ot

Glso,., 1n the sarly 1400s, ambassadors werse sent and received
by reglonal authoritiss rather than by monarchs. For
gxample, during the relan of Charies Y11 the duke of Orleans

sent an ampassador to Venice, whnile the Comte de Foix sent

-

ambassadors to Castile and Mavarre.< Kings made treatiss
with theilir own vassals and the vassals of their neighbors.
Im addition, cities negotiated with one another without
referesnce to their respective sovrelgns. Indesd, in the
thirteenth century Guli=zlmus Durandus writes that " a
legatus (i1.e. a diplomatic agent) 1s anvbody sent by

T - - - - .
another."" #As the monarchs of Europs began to consolidate
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Lhelr powsrs, rulers became unwilliing to aliow their
subjects to sxercize tnis manner of freedom; the sending and
receiving of ambassadors was, in effect, a threat to their
monarchical authority and the security of the nation as a
whole. On of the most visible results of this “crack-—down"
on the nobility was the development of an officially
endorsed “resident’ ambassador .4

Medisval diplomats ware gensrally sent abroad ftor a
short time to conduct a single pilisce of bDusiness, generally
marriage negotiations or peacese treatiss, and then to return
fome . Chnaracteristic ot the +itteenth century, however,
was & Landency +tor ambassadors to remaln abroad for sxditended
periods of time, months, sometimes sven vears. They weres
not merely prassnt to negotliatse & single pisce of business,
as had their predecessors, but were expected to represent
their soverelan and to accumul ate cowrt gossip. In ordsr Lo
fHave up to date information, monarchs began to demand that
new reports of ambassadorial activities be transmitted every
tew days. To better protect these messages between monarch
and diploman, the ambassadors of the iiie fitteenth century
commonly used codes and cyphesrs in their PEDDPﬁE.S Indeed,
these early “resident” ambassadors wers often viewsed with a
great deal of suspicion by their host countrissi gensrally
considered to pe little more than foreign spies. 1In fact,
ome ambassadors tnemsslves ware confused over their actual

status, as they wers commanded to remalin at foreigan courts

arter they had discharged their original guties, and were
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ettt with no new DPGEPS.é

Ambassadors were not entirely on
thelr own, howsver, owing to the increasing numbsr of
"how-to-pooks! which were being produced, expounding on the

duties of a Christian ambassador.’  Theses treatises,
nowever, wWwerse often tar too ldealistic for the goal of most
monarchs. Take, tor sxamples, an sxcerpt from Bernard du
Rosiers detinition of an ambassador written in th2 fifteenth
century:

The busingss of an ambassador is peace. AN
ampassador labors +tor the public good...The spesdy
completion of an ambassadors mission is in the
interest of all...fAn ambassador is sacred because he
acts +or the general weltare. fmbassadors must never
be ssnt to stir up wars and international dissensions,
to plot the seizure of other people’s property. to
toment rebellion or schism, or to organize pernicious
leagues or illegal conspiracies.B

Untortunately for Rosisers, most monarchs expected their
ampassadors to stir up wars, internal dissensions,
repellions, etc., among their rivals. UOne of the wavs in
which they were bestter abpie to do this was in the form of
the resident ambassador.
Farmanent dipliomatic representation iz gensrally viewsd

as an outgrowth of the embassies sent betwsen a number of

talian cities during tne tuwrmoll of the +ittesnth century.
Mmore precisely, Florence, VYenice, and the Duchy of Mitan
were the innovators in diplomatic relation ot their times.”
From 14536-145%8, Altonso of Aragon waged an unofficial war
with Genoa over possession of Corzica.l? During the next

thirty yvears thers wers also five mors wars among the

Italian powsrs, lasting an average of two years apisce.ll
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in aggition, ltalian so1l was menaced by Tuwrkish forces
which managsd to raid deep into Friwli and to create a
Cnristian slave market 1n Otrano in the kingdom of Nap]es.lz
A3 governments toppled and the Italian peninsula becams
increasingly unstable, it became important for the

cltvy—states t

Q

hasw

i

up to date information on the political
scena. As a result, permanent, resident ambassadors were
becoming a fixktwes 1in the Italianm poiitical struaglie for
zurvival »  This new innovation began to find its way to the
Morth and the 1argdsr powers.

The mission ot the permanent ambassador was generally
the gathering and transmission of intormation, as well as
the accumalation of ailies in forelgn courts. They were
expected to "help kesp a restlisess ally in lin2, calm an
Lwniust suspicion, or smooth over a threatsned

misunderstanding." s They were to remain at their posts

N

until recalled, and to take general charges of the interest

|

i

ot th2ir sponsor. In the end, when it best served his

sovereign, “Feace was the main business of an ambassador .14

—+
1

Because of the i1mportance ot their duties, and ths sttects
which they had on international events, early resident
dipiomats were viewsd witnh sver increasing suspicion by
their nost countries. As testament to this, one only has to
Iook at the deathp=d contempliations of Henry Y11, who
considered the 1dea ot expelling ail +oreign ambassadors

e . e o e .
trom Englandl<y ng gount to smooth Henry VIII‘s assumption

oF powsEr.  Wnile they may have occupisd a nebulous position
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in the syes ot many monarchs, the ambassadors themselves
slowly began to become accostumed to their new position. As
more and more of the same men wereg sent abroad on diplomatic

missions, a class of “protessional ambassadors" began to

a . . " .
smerge .19 Unlike their medieval predecessors who considered

fu—y

themsel ves warriors rather than diplomats ?, the =smergilng
resident ambaszadors werse becoming increasingly aware of the
wvital position they played in the role of European politics.

While the uss of resident ambassadors was not &
Europgan—wide phnenomencon, it did ses a marked increase from
transitional "Renaissance" kings (i.e. Louis of France and
Hanry VI1I) to the accession of what are generally consideread
Lo be the tirst truly "Renalssance Rings": Henry VIIID of
Engiand and Francis I of France. When Henry came to the
Throne, there was onty gne parmnansnt English ambassador
gstabl ished in Rome; at the time of his death, there were
three ambassadors stationed i1n Rome and an extensive
diplomatic network. As for Francis, when he came to powsr
in 1531% there was also only one resident ambassador; at the
time of his death in 1347, he had creaggd ten psrmanent
ampassadorial positions, 10 addition to sending numerows ad
noc ambassadors throwahout his r91gn.15 This incresass 1N
increase 1N the numbsr of permansnt repressntatives
indicates that the time of the resident ambassador had
arrived among the magor polilitical plavers of Burope.

fl=spite the soread ot this poiitical innovation to the

North, many practices of Lthe Middle Ages were still very
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much alive and wouwld survive for generations. Eor exampl e,
tar 1nto the fitteentn century and beyond, diplomacy was
stiil carried out by a wide ranges of institutions and peopie
other than crowned heads of state. Frocurators
(reprasentatives empowered to negotiate on benalf of their
gmnployvers; were often sent by groups of merchants to deal
with rulers against whom they had a claim o from whom they

L In addition, the Turks

wished Lo syTtract concession

i

woula retuse to send permanent ambassadors until well into
the 1700s, There would also continue to be little
correspondence between the greater powsrs of Europe and
those states which were at the periphery of European
politics (i.e. Russia, Hungary, the Scandinavian kingdoms,
Foland, etc.) .~ Many historians attribute this to the fact

that ar2as in kEastern and Northern Europe weres |es

i

politically and diplomatically organized than thes major
powars and ware theretore not deserving, or did not reguire,
resident ambassadors. The prevailling belief is that
"Medieval " diplomacy suwrvived in certain regions becauss
they ware mors “pr*imlt1w=_="'21 or isaiatgq than the major
powars; therefore, the major powsrs did not fesl the need to
impiement any of the new diplomatic inhovations (i.e.
resident ampassadors! 1in these regions. This train of
thouwant is usually used to support the fact that none of the
major powars sent a resident ambassador to Scotland.
Howaver, this doss rnot sesm to g=il with the facts: Scotiand

nad plaved a pivotal roie 1in the relations petween two of
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the major powsrs (England and France) for geEnerations;
Scotland’s political scene was basically stabilized; and it
fhiad been blessed with James IV, who attempted to implament a
number ot Renalssance reforms. Under James, the Scottish
navy was enlarged and artillery was beginning to be cast in

Scotltana rather tnan being brought from abroad. James also

i

patronised the foungation of a new university at Aberdeen, a

College of Surgeons, and introduced Scotland’s first

&

printing press.<* Even if one considered Scotland

f

culturally primitive, 1t's role as a constant thorn in the

zige ot England would seem to demand the presence of a

0
i

permansnt ambassador. cause of Scotland s proximity to

England, coupied witnh Scottish animosity towards the
English, 1t was the natural ally for anvonse who had a
guarrel with England. However, while the greater powsers
carrisd on regular diplomatic correspondence through
resident ambassadors, Scotland was exempted from this new
diplomatic innovation. The key question is WHY? UObviously
some ot the larger powsrs, such as the Ottoman Empire and
the Holy Roman Empire would have 1itt]§“1nterest in the
aftairs of Scotland; the Holy Roman Emperor was caught up in
the turmoil in Italy, and the 3ultan +;1t "mo need for
aorganlized diplomatic relations with tne Christian world . =3
But ., why woulag Englangd and France, who were continually at
2ach other’'s throats, 1gnore a countery with the ability to

intluence BEnglisnh atfairs in their bid for power? Ons

cannot really believe that any of the Renailssance kinas
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would 1gnore continuous diplomatic relations with such & By
player, even 1if they considered it less developed than their
own countries. wWhy then did they continue their “middis
age” diplomacy into the sixtesnth century? Because of the
Enal ish disdain tor Scotland, and despite the “rew
diplomnacy” which had remodeled the English diplomatic
system, England’'s relations with Scotland were based on the
praincipies of intimidation and force of arms, and there wers
individuals better suited to implementing this poiicy than a
resident ambassador. By examining the state of reliations
betwesen the two countriss, morse specifically the events
ieading up to the flight of Gueen Margarst from Scotiand, it
15 possible to sexposs the prejudicea'which caused Henry to
negiect the '"new dipiomacy' in Scotland, and which caused
other powsrs, 1n this case France, to rely upon the

diplaomatic principles of an earlier time.
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SCOTLAND-—ENGLAMD~-FRANCE: THE AULD ALLIANCE

Because of the intricacies of international politics,
1t is best to resorit to basics and look at the main driving
factors of the relations between England, Scotland, and
France . In this case, 1t iz the "Auwid Alliance” esxistina
between Scotliand and France at England’s expense. The
foundations of the "Alliance” were set in the 12%0°s by John
Bailiol in his struggle against Edward I for Scottish
independence.

Commonly reterred to as the "Toom Tabard", or Emptyv
Coat, for his tailure to resist the power of the English,

John Baltliol was set up as Fing of Scotland by Edward 1

at+ter the deatn of GueEsen Margaret in 12%0. The claimants to

i

the Scottish crown had azgreed to see the matter of

i

i

suCcession s2ttlied at court rather than by force of armsg
untortunately, the man who instituted the court was Edward
1. "For centwriss the English kings had claimed to be
overlords ot their Scottisth counterparts but this had meant
little 1in practice and relations had been generally

cordial “12% this was all to change und;} Edward. Styling
nimsel+ as the "Overlora of the Land of Scotland®, Edward
insisted that atl those who claimed thé throne as succsssor
to Margaret recognize the king of England as their fesudal
suparior. To reintorce this, Edward placed Engiish
constaples in key Scottish roval casties and marshalled

troops in cass there was trouble. While Edward’'s actions
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might seem a bit heavy handed, England’s claim to Scotland

was not untounded. As garly as 1070, King Malcolm 111 of
Socot)and was torced by William the Congusror to submit to
stringent terms of peace st Abernathy; Malcolm promised to

"be Willtiam's man' and was {forced to surrender his son

=

Duncan as nostage.<2  This claim, along with the constant
porder wartare between the English and the Scots, woulg
Create an alr of Lntolsrance between the Enaglish and Scots
tor generations. The English fg2lt they had a claim to
scotland, while the Scottisn felt the need to prove
themselves superior to their English oppressors.

Atter Edward had secured his position in Scotland, 104
auditors wers summoned to settie the "Great Cause" and John
Ealliol was chosen as the new king.£& Unfortunately for
Baltiol, the "ambitions of Edward I, backed by the
digloyalty of thwarted competitorsz, ensured that John

s
enjoved insufficient peace in which to establish himsslf .5

ACcording to tThe Chronicles of Scotiand:

Balliol schort tyme eftir hiszs coronacioun come to
pa New Castell, guhars he maid nomage to kKing Edward
tor pe reaime of Scotland, contrair pe mynde of all
his nobiliis, gevand him sel+ and his realme 1n
serultude, gquhililk was detendit in liberte to his
davis.<8

After conguering Wales, Edward was intent on following
a similar policy towards Scotland. To thnis end, Edwara

intended to press his rights as Balliol’s feudal overlord to

p—

"the limits of legalitv” white still presserving the lettsr

e
7

ot the law, ali in an attempt to force Balliol to reavolt.s

Unce kalliol turnea against him, Edward could deal with him
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as he would any unruly vassal (i.e. the confiscation of
tands, casties, towns, 2tc.). A5 a result of Edward’s
desires, Balliol +tound himself called to English couwrts to
answarr the complaints and appeals of his own subjects, and
was even threatened with a charge of contempt of court and
the confiscation of threes major castles and towns when he
volced his angsEr at these restrictions. The Final straw
camz when ne was ordered to collect increased taxes and levy
seottish troops for Edward’s war against Philip IV of France
in 12%4. With the support of his counselors, Balliol
zljected all Englishmen from Scotland, formally repudiated
nizs allegiance to the English king. Most importantly,
howesver, he conciuded a defensive treaty with Fhilip in
12%50:

Fing Ballioll, dcedand bes pir slychtis of
Inglishmen extrems dangsre to cum to his realms, send
Williame Bischop of Sanstandrois, with Schir Iohnne
Sowli1s and Schir Ingerame Vmfra in France to renew pe
band with Fhiiip pe Fourte...9V
"There nad been previous understandings between the

French and Scottish kingsi but it was this treaty which
establ ishad the tradition ot a Scoto-French alliance."31

The 12953 alliance was more significant than any other
previous Franco-scottish ailiance, however, because 1t was a
clear repudiation of the tvps of
Edward was trying to inpose on Scotland.22  In addition,
thils treaty would endure as & political bond until the
Retormation and as a tradition of frisndship thereatter . =

cdward s relan ot terror atter Balliol ‘s defection, which
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would earn Edward the title of "the Hammer of the Scotg",
only served to reintorce Scottish animosity towards Ermgland s
“for more than half a century (it) was to evoke the worst
passi1ons of two kindred peop]ea.“34

"Edward aesmanded that, as a contumacious vassal

'
Balliol shouid surrender his kinadom and renounce the French
alltance."99  Ealliol did both in July 1396, but, as Edward
was st1lll intent on the annexation of Scotiand, nis removal
dio not end the Franco-Scottisn alliance. Inmstead, the
allrance wouwld be contirmed in the treaty of Corbeil in 13%&
by Robert I and Charles IV.3® The treaty explicitly stated
that any future Anglo-Scottish reproachment would be
nuititied oy contlict between France and England, obliging
the Scottish king to attack England “in the nams of his
French ai\y.”37 The Scots would live up to this bargain in
the futuwrs: &,000 troops were sent o France in 1419,
Archibald Douglas, head of the powerful Dougias clan, was

sent to getend the Loiss Malley for Charles ¥ 38

=i
=t

. and they
were still committed to Charles’'s losing cause in 1475 .37
This "Auld Alliance” bound the two countries together
in more than a mere political and military partnersnip, it
also sxrended into the sconomic and domestic sphers. "“The

migration ot Scots, initiaily as mercenaries, led t

A

permanent sa2ttlement and intermarriage; there wers Scots
colonigs in fieppe and Rouen and a aroup of Scotsman
acquired propsrty and the right to cisar part of the forests

. nALC) et . . . G ;
ot Haute-Brune."%Y This intermarrizae of political and
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SOONOMLIC Concerns served far better than a resident
ambassador might. Since the French and Scots wers
inextricably bound by thelr everlasting enmity of the
English, and thneir continuous stream of trade, therse was
tittle nesd for the constant +low of communication and court
gossip which mignt pe provided by & peErmanent embassy: it

was readily available on the streets of Faris or 1n any of

the marksts of Scotland.
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SCOTLAND AND EMGLAND--THE BETROTHAL

furing the reign of Henry VII, therse was no sstablished
diplomatic corps: most historians chalk this up to Henrv's
desire +or gold. In truth, he had 1Tittle neesd for an
eXIensive diplomatic service @ he was protected
geographicaily from most of the other greater powers, he had
no outstanding guarrels with any of them, and he had managed
to suojugate political opposition at héme. Actually,
Henry ' s maJor Concern was the consol idation of political
powsr at home: he was intent on ensuwwing that his son would
Nnot have Lo sxperlience & Civil war on the scale he had when
he came to powsr. In order to ensuwre a lasting peace., Henry
wowld nave to securs his bDordsrs: 1t was believed that once
the bordsrs were stabilized a long term security would
naturaliy follow. 4t Al thouwah Anglo-S5cottish truces were a
constant feature of the period, they meant little,
especially on the borders; at sea, piracy disrupted commerce
on both sides regardless of truces . e Thus, "there appeared
To be good reasons +or Scotliand’s maintenance of a continual
alliance with France and an attitude of hostility towards
England and this seems to have been a nationally popular
policy."43  J¢ is reported that a traveller to Scotland in
1455 remarked “"that ‘nothing pleases the Scots more than
abuse ot the English’, and when the English taught their
children archery they sncouraged them to take good aim——so
at lsast a Scot belisved—-—by zaving, "There’'s a Scot. Shoot

Ram: "4%  Wwitn sucn hostility existing between ths two
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nations, could Henry truly consider England at peace? And,
as Hall writes in his Cnronicles:

The kyng ot gngland which nothing mors embraced
ana desired than guiet tranquilitees and ferfighte love
and amitie with all princes being his nevyghboures and
borderers, to thentent that he might lyve in his later
dayses 1n an nonest and guiet lyfe atter so many
laboures and vexaciones...42

In order to impose greater order, and hopefully
negate the "auld alliance", Henry decided to secure his
borders by arranging a marriage between his daughter
Margaret and James 1V of Scotland. When she had reached the
aée ot six, Hanry was already sending ambassadors to
Scotland in the hopes of a royal union;45 her marriage would
serve to form the first peace betw=2en the two since 1328.

In addition, having a +tamily member so closely tied to the
Scottisn cowt wouwld ssrve better than any mere ambassador
to transmit valuaple information on French activities in the
North, and to exert a caiming influence (i.e. a pro-English
influence) over Jamss.

Untortunateiy, negotiations were cut off prematuwrely
dug a number of 111 conceived plots by both Henry and James.
In 14%1 Henry pledged his support to a‘%roua of rebellious
5cots, 1ed by the tavorite of James 111, Ramsay of Balmain,
which was intended to seize James and convey him as a

prisonsr Lo Eng]and.4?

At the same time, Henry also entered
into a secret arrangement witnh Archibald,Earl of Angus, the
heao o+ tne House of Dougias. In their agreement, Douglas

promised to do his utmost to prevent James +rom 2ntering

into war witn England. If¥ war did break out, Archibald
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agreed Lo surrender N1s castle of Hermitage to Henry
providing that he recsived one of equal valus in England. 48
Both of tnese schames, however, were discovered by James.

In retaliation, James cut otf negotiations and supported the
various plots of Ferkin Warbeck , the Yorkist pretender to
the throne of England. In 1494 James invaded Ernglarnd on
Warbeck's behalt and proclaimsd him "Richard IV©.
Untortunateiy for Jamess, the people did not rally around
this new "king” and the invasion twrned out o be a total

fariure.? gz a r

]

sult ot Warbeck’s presence in Scotland,
Henry carried out a policy of friendship with the French in
order to keep Scotiand politically isolated.2?@ Throughout
the Warbeck situation, Henry had begun negotiations withn
Archibald Douglas, fifth Earl of Angus, “who was the leader
of a family with some tradition of friendship towards
England and of independence towards the Scottish
monaﬁcﬁy.“ﬁl Througn Angus, Henry was able to ply James
Wwith considerable sums of monsy and with the proposal that
e work out a marriage arrangement with Margaret. In
addition, James was coming under increasing pressure from
the Scottish Council, & collection of the most important men
1n Secotland whnose duty it was to advise the king on domestic
aNd +torsian a¥+airsgz, to father a legitimate heir worthy of

ThHEe Crown--

H

[
[¥%

i the numerous roval bastards he had spawhed were
beEcoming som2thing of a headachs in the matter of roval
BUCCSSS10OMN . The French, wno desired to continue their

pollocy of friendship with Henry, were also pressuring James
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peasze tne English by ceasing hostilities and agrseing

p
to the roval union. -4 fue to these political demands, as

wall as the eventual capture and imprisonment of Warbeck ,
James finally agreesd to the treaty of Aaviton in 14%7, opening
up the possibility of greater triendship between James and
Henry. This possibility seemad endangered by a series of
Dorder INCUWs1ons 1n 1501

In this vere a sodeyne chaunce, ve a thinge of no
MOMSENT NOor Worthy ©to be regarded had almost so
Eyndeled agayne ye olde displeasure and arudge betwene
Eing Henry % king lames of Scotland, ty could scace
keen their hades & bridle theirr courages from warrs &
fighting. The first mocion of this displeasure was
thus: Certeins young men of ve Scottes came armed vnto
Mortha castel & behelde it woderous
Circumspectiy...But when yve kepers of ve castell could
noot perceaus any hostilitee or dammage towards him or
his, % seynge theim departe of their awne accorde,
determined it not cousniet fo moue any guestio to
theim nor once to stirre oute, But whe thei cams
again ye next day % viewed it Tikewyse, the kepers of
thesaide castel suspectyngs some fraude to lurcke in
their jookynas, demaundsed of theim what was their
entent...lThe Scotted =uen like theim selfes, aunswered
theim proudly and rustically with many disdevnfull
woordss. Insomuch that after their blustering and
blowing aunswers made, Thenglishmen being vexed and
mouds thers with al, replisd to ftheim with hard %
manly strokes, and aftter many a sore blow asusn and
taken on bothe parties, % diusrse Scottes wounded %
some slayne, the Scottes .«..fled as fast as their
horses would carye theim. When thry came home abd
caertetied the kyna of thesame, he was therewith sore
moued & angry, and sware Dy swetes sainct dMinvan ve
thara was Nothing to him more inconstant and
vnateadtast then the obsesruving of the league by the
Eyng of England, and sent word thereof to king Henry
in &ll hast py Marchemount his herauld.S5

Henry, still desiring to creats a lasting peacs with
scotiand, answersd the charges brouwght against him in a most
couwncilatory mannse:

a1t Was not done through his defaulte, neither
oy ni1s councelil nor knowledges, but rather by the

(17)



temerarious tolly ot ve kepers of the casteil,

FRAUYEIng nim +or that cause not to thinks the 1eagus

nfringed, promising in the woorde of a kyng to

snguyer of the trubth and who were the maletfactoures.

And 1+ ve otffence wers founde to be begone on the

partie of the kepers of the castell, he assured nvm

that they snould Yor no mnede or fauourse eskape payne

and punishment .5
In order to assuage the Scots, Henry sent Richard, the
bisnop ot Duwrham, to arrangse a reascnable settlement. When
Richard arrived, ne2 found the unexpected; Jamss, bowing to
political pressures, was ready to negotiate for the hand of
Margaret. After six vears of negotiations, an arrangement
was tinally reached; in January of 1502 a ftreaty was sianed
contirming the betrothal of Margaret and James. At the last
minute 1n the treaty negotiations, Henry demanded that James
not renew nis “oid league and covenant with France . ' S7
James, howsver, only agreed not to renew the alliance for a
time, but would say no more on the matter: he regarded the
Tink with France as an insurance policy against Scotland’s
becoming a satellite of England, vet only as long as England
and France remained at peace woulld this position remain
tenable .28 -

In the marriage negotiations, as well as in the
cersnony 1tseit, the observar ssesz a trend which would come
Lo mark the state of diplomatic relations: anglo-Scottish
relations more or 1253 10 the hands of a single influential
nobie. In this case, Thomas Surrey was personally

responsible for ooth the marriage negotiations and for the

conduot  of Margaret into Scotiand.  Surrsy, who had been
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given commnand ot the MNorthern borders during the Warbeck
situation, was one of the most important and influsntial
nooles of his time, and was primarily responsible for
keeping thse Socottisn bordsr in & state of chaos during
Warbeck’'s stay with James. Interestingly enough, James and
Euﬁrey, once ottt the battlefield, would find themselves to
e good companions. After the marriage festivities, the
Tectter Margaret sends to her father 1s ample testimony to
the influsnce Surrey was able to exert over James:

i, as for news I have none to send, but that my
Tord of Surrey is in great favour with the King here,
that ne cannot +forbesar the company of him no time of
the day. He and the Eishop of Moravy ordereth
evarything as nigh as they can to the King‘'szs pleasure:
I pray God 1t may be for my heart’'s gase in time Lo
com2. They call not my chamberliain to them which I am
sure wWwill soeak better for my part thanm any of them
that be of that counsel. And if he speak anvihing for
my cause, my Lord of Surrey hath such words unto him
that he dare speak no further. God send me comfort to
his pleasure, and that I and mine that be left here
with me b2 waell entreated, such ways as thesy have
taken. For God‘s sake, sir, hold me excused that I
write not myself to your grace, for I have no leisurs
this time, but with a wish I would I were with yvour
grace now, and many timesz more, when I wowld answer.
#5 for this that I have written to vour grace, it is
very true, but I pray God I may find it well for my
waelfare hereatter. No more fto yvour grace at this
time, but our Lord have you 1n his keeping. Written
with the hand of your humble dawghter ,——

Margaret=7

Margaret’'s letter not only reveals the powsr which

Thomas, Lord of Surrey, could exert over James, it also
demonstrates the general attituos shared by all of the

Enalisn about Scotland. For the Engiish it was & pla

1
it

filled with uncertainty, where repelilion could break out at
the arop ot hat, or the political climate couwld changs from
tolerance To nhatred towards the English at the instigation
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ot the French. Even for the new gueen, there was a nagging
uncertalnty about her fate in this strange, and sesmingly
barbarous land. After all, the Scottish noclies had slain
thelir own king atter the pattlie of Sauchieburn in 14858 +for
the “in-bringing of Engl ishmen . 90 Imagine Margarst’'s snock
at first seeing the heavy belt of iron links whichn James
Wore outside of his clothes in penance for having
participated 1n the rebsllion against his father. In
addition, she was soon to discover that the constant fear of
rebsillion was only one of the dangers of her new realm,
there still remained the “"wild Scotsz" of the north.

The Hignlanders, or "wild Scots” as they were called by
torelgn obssrvers, were descendants of the Ficts and Scots
“who had neld the Romans at bay.“51 They inhabited the
north and west, and nad preserved a great deal of the
marnners and customs of earliler pericds (so much so, in fact,
that thney still spoke ancient Gaelic). Due to the rocky,
barren terrain which they called home, the Highlanders
sirvived by railding and hunting in the @uch richer Lowiands.
Those "lTuckless owners who tried to guard their property
often 1ost their lives, while their nomes and barns wers
looted and burned. 52 Al thouwgh Jamss reassured his bride
tnat the "wild Scots’ were pacified wunder nis rule, they
required constant supervision to snsure their good behavior.

This unsettlied aspect of Scotiand’s political landscape
15 one Q+ the reasons that the Englizsh would not trust the

reglon to a resident ambassador. After all, with the very
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real possibliity of a sudden change in power, combined with
the dangers presented by the populace of Scotland itselsf, it
was more prudent to rely on men such as Surrey, who knew
England’s border regions and had contacts among the various
Scottisn clans. Men such as these, who had taken part in
numarous border skirmishes, would bes lTess Tikely to be

rattled by politica!l upheavals, or the meEnacing character of

i
U

the Scots themselves. In fact, due to their 1imited
mobil ity and thelr nesd to appesar “acceptable" in the eves

ot th=ir hosts, a re

ti

ident ambassador might prove more of a
getriment to the English than a boon in the "wild’ sY of

Seottish politics. Indeed this realm was more suitable to

i

the tender carss o nen who could be as brutal as the
atmosphers of the langd itsel+:; Thomas Dacre, Lord of the

Morth .
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ERELUDE : THE wWARDEN OF THE NORTH--LORD DACRE

Henry YI11's answer to the resident ambassador in
dcotland was Thomas lord Dacre, sometimes calied Lord Dacre
ot the North, Chiet of the English Marches. For centuries,
the Northern borders had been entrusted to the kesping of a

tew prominent northern families; generally thess wers th

1]

Fercigs, Nevilles, Cliffords, or the Dacres. These men were
hardensd Dy thelr environment, used to border clashes,
pre-emptive strikes, and wanton destruction of the towns and
villages of the Scots. Marny of the Northern famiiies had
allies and confidants among the brigands who populated the
no-man ‘s zons ssparating the Northern border and the
inhabited regions of Scotiand, and they fe2lt few gualms
about resorting to the border raider’'s stylie of justice.
Thomas Dacre was one of these men, hardensed by life on the
tringes of civilization. FPerhaps the description in the
Freface of '"Letters and Fapers of Henry VIIIY will serve
best to demonstrate this man’'s character:
tierce, 1mperious and indefatigable; not so fiery
as Hotspur, but one to wham might be applied, mors
truty than to Hotspur himsel+$, the exaggerated
giprassion of prince Henrvy,—-—one that "would kill some
s1% O seven dozen of Scots at a breakfast, wash his
hanas, and say to his wite: ‘Fie upon this guiet 1ife,
I want work.’" But Dacre, unlike Hotspur, was a man of
grzat policy, habituated to all those arts of disguise
and surprise which had been {fostered by his boraer
life.od

FAs Warden ot the Marches, it was Dacre’s duty to snsure that

peaca wWas malntalined along the borders, and that the King’'s
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s5 OFf the area, [Dacrs ruled

u

througn force of arms and associations with various Scottish
clans (particularly the Northern Tyne and border clans) .

Due to the free nand Dacre was accorded in the NMorth, the
only real restrictions which could be placed on him wers the
Ktent of his resources and the wishes of the king. It was

not without some justiftication that Dacrs could refer to
Mimsel+ as the king’s "+iddling stick to hold Scotland in
cumber and business.” o

The sxtent of Lacre’'s powsr in the North reveals one of
the magor concerns of the English monarchs: overly powerful
notles. Throughoot hizs relan, Henry VYIID felt the need to
restrict the actions of his nobles in order to avoid
insurrection. Howsver, the unigue situwation of the North,
whara an enamy army was virtually camped at the borders,
meant that the NMorthesrn lords were relisd upon more often
than thoss nobles cioser to England. As a result, their
actions were rarely hampered by a fearful king. Because of
the extent of their powsr, these Northern Tords would prove
to be a constant source of worry to the English moﬁarchs.
While Dacre’'s movement’s are not that well documented during
the relan or Renry YI1I, mainly consisting of border raids
ana generally sending the Scottish authoritiss along the
pordar into paroxyms of angsr, hbe would leap into prominsnce

atter Henryv’'s death.
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THE KING IS DEAD; LONG LIVE THE KING!

cal e 1502 treaty, linked to the king‘s marriage
to Henry's daughter, Margaret Tudor, could indeed have
inavgurated long yvears of psace. But treatiss ars
only as durable as_the men who make them and Henry YII
was not immortal .o

Now, atter the death of this noble Frince, Henry
the. Viil. sonne to Eyna Henry the. YII. bsganns his
relgne the. xxii. dai of April, in the vere of our
Lorde. 150%. and in the. x2vii vere of his bodily age:
Maximilian then beeyng Emperoure, and Lewes the. xii.
rergnying in Fraunce. And Fernando besyng kyvng of
arragon and Castell, and kyng lames the fourthes then
ruling ouer the Scottes: whose stile was Froclaimed by
the blast of a Trumpet in the citie od London, the.
®K¥ili. oale of the saisd monethe, with muche gl adnes
and reioysyna of the people.o®
While thers may have been rejoicing in London, thers
was certalnly littie among the Scots. To the Scots, Henry
was "a man even more vain, insecure and thirsty for glory
than James."®?  In snort, they realized that there was
nothing more dangsrous than an untried king yearning to get
his fest wet in international poiitics, and prove his mettie
as a prince in martial atfairs. This attitude was doubly
dangerous to the bBcocots considering their proximity to the
new prince. N

At tirst, Henry's time was consumed with marriags
negotiations concerning Lady Catherine of Sragon and in
endearing himself to the people of England; soon, however,
he would turn to international matters. Indeed, it seemsd
as thouan Henry might follow the policies of his father when

ne renswad the Creaties with Scotland which restrained

porder skirmishes and retaliation.®®  In fact, James and
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Henry nad a fairly good relationsnip at the start of Henry s
mRlgn, as 18 evidenced by James’s correspondence with his
“Toving® brother-in-)aw:

Atter our most hardy reccomendation, dearest
brother and cousin, We received yvour loving Letters
written witn your own hand, where throuah we
understand good and kind heart yve bare to us, of the
which we are right glad considering our tenderness of
Dlood. God willing we shall bare thse same to yvou, the
which ye shall perceive indeed, if it pleasure yvou to
charge us, as knoweth ouwr Lord who have vou in his
keeping. At our Abbey of the Holy Cross the xi. day
of June with the 111 hand of vowr Cousin.

James R.&6%

Howsver, with Henry s marriage to Catherine came a naive
trust in the advice of her father, Ferdinand, one aof the
most wily political schemsrs of the time. Ferdinands
overtriding desire was to secure Henry’'s aid in his schemnes
against Louis Xil,’9 Henry, “"possessing the national
prejudice against the Frencn“’l_ was more than ready to lend
his tather-in-law whatever support he might need. Indeed,
whan the Abbot of Fecamp, Louis’‘s ambaszsador, came to Herry
in 1509, "ne received anything but a warm welcoms." ‘< The
avent 1s recordsd by Badosr:

s Ne abbot amnounced the recelipt by his Eing of

a letter +rom King Henry, reguesting trisndship and
peace, and stated that his king had =ent him to

contirm the said peace. Thereupon King Henry took
otfence, and, tuwrning towards his attendants,
exclaimed, "Who weote this jetter? I ask pesace of the
Fing of France, who dare not look me in the +ace, much
less make war on m2!!" With this he ross, nor would he
hear anymore; so the ambassador withdrew. After this,
“tilting at the ring" took place. The French

ampasszador was invited to be present, but no place
faving been reserved for hilm upon a :tage reserved for
gussts, ne departed in dudgson. The King, howsvar,
fnad Nnim recalied, and caused a cushion to bs given
im, and he sat down. Inr short, King Henry holds
France in small account ... s
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In agdition, Fope Julius II sent Henry the Golden Rose,
sianitying him as a defender of thne Christian faith, in 1510
in an attempt to win his support against the French. By
1311, Henry was “+ully committed to an active share in
Europsan po1it1c5”74, By October the Holy League,
dedicated to the removal of French forces from MNMorthern
[taly, had pesn completesd betwesen Ferdinand and the Fope ,
and Henrv was 1nduced oo JDinAa tew weeks later; in Joining,
Herry committed himsel+f to prepare for war against the
French in the +ollowing year.

Anidst nis preparations for war, Henry received letters
trom Margaret, inguiring about her inheritance: her brother,
Arthur, had bsqueathed to her all of his personal property
with the understanding that Henry VII would receive uss of
them +irst, but with his death they were still not
torthcoming. In reply, Henry sent Dr. Nicholas West and
Lord Dacre to Scotland in the hopes of using the inheritance
issue to kesp James +trom =ntering the upcoming war on

France ' s

i

ide. At their interview, West made it ciear that
the inheritance would not be sent, unless Margaret could
ensure James’'s neutrality in the upcoming clash: when asked
1+ the Jewsels were ready to be sent, West replied only if
“tne king would promise to keep the treaty of peace“?s and
adaed that "1+ ne (James) would maks war i(Henry)...would not
only withhold that, but also take from them the best Towns
Thay faog.t s Margarset's reply retlected the attitude which

Was Deglnning to exist in Scotland:
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Rignt esxcellent, right high and mighty Frince,
our agarest and best beloved Brother. We commend us
unto you 1in our most hardy wise. Touwr ambassadaor
Doctor West dslivered us vouw loving letters...Ws
cannot belleve that of yowr mind or by vour command we
areg so untriendly delt with in ouwr father’'s Legacy,
whereot we would not have spoken nor written had not
the Doctor now spoken to wus of the same in his
credence.  Our husband knows it is witheld for his
zake, and wWilll recompense us so far as the Doctor
Shows Mim. We are ashamed therewithi...?7?

When West returned to England, he had little choice but to
intorm Henry that he thought there was little hope of
dissuading James from supporting his “auld a}ly“u75
Uoviously, one can ses the first cracks beginning to
appear in the Anglo-Scottish peace. PBevond that, however,
one can also ses why rslations betwesen the two countries
were better served by ad hoc ambassadors and personal
diplomacy than by a perman2nt ambassador. Considering the

MEsSsS&gEs o+ enmity which were regularly circulated bestwesn

the two kingdoms, it would be hard for a permansnt

i

mpassador Lo exist 1n an area governed by absolute hatred
and mistrust of nis country. After all, for hundreds of
yasrs normal relations between the two countries generally
consisted of countless border raids angra state of
undeciared wartare. In fact, one could say that the only
time refations petwesen the two :Duntriga aver proke down was
during periods of peace. In addition, the two countries
were bound s0 closely Dy marriage and geocgraphy that lstters
betwean monarchs served as a franker, more direct method of

COMMUNLICation. Also, how many permansnt ambassadors couid
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aeliver a direct insult to & palr of monarchs and =til] walk
away unscathed?

lespite the affront to her stature asz guesen,
Margaret still adopted a conciliatory tons towards James in
matters concerning foreign policy?7; in fact, she “used her

ULmost endEavours to prevent an open breach of the peacs

with England."'80

U

mes, howaver, was being drawn more and

more into the sphere of French influence. Louis XI11 offered

1]

James a "grant ot a whnole disme ‘throughout all his raealm,
on this side and beyond the Mountains, to be levied by the
F.ing ot Scots within a yesar atter the peace was made’; also
a number of men of arms and shipping .8l Louizs also

promised J

i1

UMES BNoUGn men anada money Lo conduct a crusads
into the Holy Land, knowing that tnis wowld play on his
romantic spirit. B Further, Anne of Brittany, Louis’ Gusen,
wrote to James, "snclosing a ring plucked from her own
finger, invoking him as her knight and assuring him that his
delay in taking up arns against the Ernglish had given riss
to aspersions on his valor which she was anxious +to

For the fair GQuesn of France

Sent him a turguise ring and glove

ANd cnarged him as her knignt and iove,

For ner to brsak a iance,

And strike tnres strokes with Scottish brand,
FAnd march three miltes on Southron 1and,

And bid the banners of his band

In English breszes dance.=

By thiis ftime, nowever, James was inextricably bound to the

French causs{ war with England was inevitablie.
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Tnroughout this tense period, Lord Dacre was in

constant contact with Henry concerning the readiness of the

it

pordear reglons tor Scottish hostilities. As of 1512, Da
Was advising the cessation of hostilities until the border
reglions were put into better order, S0 that it could be made
. . . . . . gy
"mard tor the Scots to make enterprise within the realm.'S9
later, 1n Uecember of the sams yvear, Dacre was reporting on
JameEs’s reaginess to Join the French enterpriss, and gave a
detalled report on the French provisions sent to Scotlandf9,
in the same letter, Dacre, having fortifisd the border,
xpreszed his readiness to engage the Scots.
in June of 1513, Henrvy set out for Dover, where he
appointed Catherine the Regent of England and ordered sSurray
once more to the porder. Upon his arrival at Calais, Henry
waz met by a Scottish herald bearing a list of grievances
drrawn up by James; he accused Henry of violating their peacs
treaty by arming the borders, and asked him to "desist +rom
turtner invation and wbter destruction of our brother and
. R -, . . . ; . o = L] . R .
Cousin the most Christian king (Louis XII).2¢ Henry's reply
tett Tittle doust to his +eslings towards James:
Mow we perceyus the kynge of Scottes our brother
1N law & yows master to be ve sams2 person whoms we
2uer toks hym to be, for we neusr sstemed hvm to be of
arny truthe & s0 nows we hause founde it, for
notwitnsandyng his othe, his promize in ve woorde of
kEyng, % his awne hand and seale, yvet nows ha hath
oroke his +aith and promise to his great dishornour and
intamie for susr, and =sntendeth to inuade ouwr res) me
in ouwr absence whiche he dirst not ones attempte, our
pErson belngs presente, but he shewsth Bim s21+¢ not to
be dedensrate from the condiciones of his foretathers,
whaose ftaytnes for the most pare hath eusr byn violated
and otner promises neuer obserued, farther than they

tist. Therfore tell thy master, first that he shall
neusr be comprised in any leagus where in I am a

(29)




At s

reprassnts hil

the 5

contederate, % aisoc that i suspecting his treuth (as
now tne deds prousth) haue left an earle in my real me
At home which shalibe2 able to defende him and all his
powra...0ut thus saye Lo thy master, that I am the

very ownsr ot scotlad, & yve he nolasth it of me by my
homage, and 1n S0 much &% now contrary to his bounden

e Yool

dusty ne being my vasall, doth rebel against me...oo

the neralds asparture, Henry dictated a letter which

ut

attitude not only towards James, but towards
cottish in general s

Rignt excellent, right high, and mighty prince,
oL and haus recelued yvouwr writving...whersin after
rehersal and accumul acioc of many surmised iniuries
grates and damages doone by vs & ow subiectes to vou
and your lilisges,...cememberyng that to theim and susry
ot theim in etfect reasonable aunswers founded vpon
lawe and coscience hath tofor ben made to yvou and your
counsaill , ve not only reguyre vs o desiste from
tarther inuasion and vitter destruction of vour brother
L Lousyng the French kyng, but also certifis vs that
you will take parte in defence of thesayd kvng...vour
immagened guarelles causelesss deuised to breake with
V3 contrarye to vour othe promised, all honor and
Eyndnesse: We cannot maruayle, consideryng the
auncient accustomablie manners of vouwr progenitours,
whiche neusr kept lenger favithe and promise than
pleased them. Howbeit, yf the loue and dread of God,
nighness of bloud, honow of the world, lawe and
rEason, nad bound vou, wWwe suppose ve woulde nesuesr baus
80 tarre proceded, specially in our absence. Wheresin
the Fope and ail princes Christened may well note in
you, dishoneragle demsanour when ve lyesng in awavyte
zeke the walies to do that in our savde absence, which
ye would haue ben well adulsed to attempte, we bheavnge
Within our reaime and present...Nesvertheless, we
remembrynge the briyvtlines of vyou promise and
suspectynge though not wholy beleuyving so much
viistedtastnes, thought it right expedient and
necessarig to put our saide realme in a readyness for
reslsting of your sayde Sntsrprises,...and reguyts you
and oure snamies, which by suche vnnatural demeanour
haue gyuen sutticiente cause to the dyshersion of you
and your postsrite for suer from the possvbilitie that
¥ve thynke to naue to the royvalme, whiche yve now
attempte to inuade....Fynally as towchyng your
requisicion to desist from farther attemptyng againste
our enemy the French kyna, we kEnowe yvou for no
competeEnt 1udge of 30 high adcthoritie to reguirs vs

4

in that benaife...o7
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After sending this, Henry wrote to Catherine, advising her
to tell Swrey to be ready for a defensive campaign in case
the Scots invadsd.’" For James, this command signaled the
beginmning of the =nd.

Henry's reply to the Scottish herald and his subsequent
letter, more than merely sxpressing his anger at James’'s
atfront, alzo reveals another reason why the "Renaissance
prince” never sent a resident ambassador to Scotland. To
the mind of an Englishman, Scotland was, and always had
besn, a part of England. It has been postuliated that Henry
learned to hates tne Scots +rom hisz mentor John Skelton, who
was virwlently anti-Scottish.”! Far more than a learned
response, nowsver, Henry’'s answer harkens back to the tims
of Edward I and the "Auld &lliance”". To the English kinas,
Scotland was nothing more than a tisfdom which owed its
axlistence to the continuing tolerance and the whims of the
F.ing of England. Whatever any tre2aty might say and whatever
agreements might have been made in the past, ingrained in
the minds=t of the English monarchs was the belief that
Scotland was only an extension of England, existing by their
grace. To send a resident ambassador to Scotiand would have
sarved as a recoanition of its sesparatensss, almost as an
admission of their independence.  The usse of ad hoc
ambassadors and border families alliowed the Ernglish kings to
treat the Scottish as they would some powsrful , unruly

noblemans 1n this case Dy sowing diszcord among James’'s
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SUDJBECLS ana rescorting to a sword and fire policy when

Atter the "I11 Raid" {(a preliminary Scottish
invasion! , James 1ssued a formal declaration of war, in
which he highlights one of the reasons why France was so
secure 1n thelr political position in Scotland that thev had
no nesd for resident ambassadors:

We are not 1gnorant that here will be objsctsd,
the breacn of a league between our brother and us. We
Nave not broken that lsague...f national lsague 1s
ever to be preferred before any personal ;1 and an
ancient to a new ally. The league between France and
Scotland, having continued many ages, should justly be
preterred betore that of England, which we, as an ally
o+ the Houss of England, did contract...for we declare
ard manitest that i+ ows brother shall lsave off the
invasion ot France,...that we will disband our
TORCESE, ...and in the mantime consent to a trucs, or
cessation ot arms, till a perfect and Tasting peace
can be concluded...7=
in this declaration, the reader finds clear esvidence of
scotland’s total commitment to the French cause. Although
they usdally came ouft on the losing end of this alliance,
the Scots were2 too mired in their hate of the English to do
anyining other than support France. Why should the French
waste their resources on sending & resident ambassador, when
they haad centwies of hate and mistrust of the English on
thneir side? Contidant that the Scots would support them in
any action, the French knew that Scotland would never
deviate from the sphere ot their intluence.
In accordance with his declaration of war, Janes

crossed the border and lzaid siege to Ford Castie. Upon

capturing the castle, James was overcome by his rampant
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libido. Seduced by the charms of Lady Heron, the lady of
the castle, James dallied at Ford Castle for thres wesks;
more tnan enougn time for Suwrrey to cross the border. At

this time, Lueen Catnerine reported to Henry that .. .They

it

re all hers very glad to be busy with the Scots, for they
taks 1t as a pastlme.“ga When he arrived in Newcastle,
Surrey issued a challenge to James to do battle on Friday,
Septemper 9th.74  In responss, James crossed the Til11 and
took position an advantagesous position on the hill of
Flogden. Untortunately for James, his estimation of his
apilities as a gensral were far too great. Leaving his
position on the hill, James led & mad charge into the snamy.
"Their spears wers too long and their daggers too short to
ofter much detense, for the Englisn with their shorter
nalberts sliced away at the spears and gored the fissh
before the rushning Scots could recover."'7-5

0 Flodden Foeld the ruin to revolve

Or that most dolent day +or to deplore
I M1l ror gread that dolout to (vouwr dissolve
Or show how that prince in his triumphant glory
Destroved was what needed process more

Not by the virtue of Englizh ordinance
But by his own wilfuil misgovernance.

Alas that day had been counselable

He had obtained laud, glory, and viciory
Whose piteous process being so Tamentable

I mitl at tengtn to put in mEmory

I never resad in tragedy nor story

At oDne Jowsnsy so many nobles slain
For the detenss and love of their sovreign7é

ey

As the victorious English moved over the bloody +ield, they
found almost 11,000 dead: among thoss reckoned dead were the

king himselfd, his son (Archbishop? Alexandesr , 12 earlis, 14
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lords, & bishop, two abbots, and knignts and robleman of
almost every Scottish %ami]yng? In one battle, the +1ower
of Scotiand’'s manhood had peen all but snuffed out, the

Scottish threat had been averted, and the period of Regancy

was apout to begin.
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THE REGENCY

Margaret, at James’s insistence, had been named resgent
ot the realm and tutrix of her son, James V. Despite
James's mistrust of the English, he realized that Margaret‘s
actions would be closely watched by the Scottish nobility

and theretore had 1ittle +

1]

arr of investing her with so much
authority. Within days ot Flodden, Margaret was already
graspling the reigns of powser. Summoning the remaining
councilors and noblemen left in Scotland, Margaret created
some semblance of governmeEnt. In addition, she contacted
her brother, wwging peace "for her kingdom, protection for
her son, and renewsd truce betwesn the two reaims,"79 Henry
replied that "1+ the Scots want peaces, they can have
it..."?7 Zince the main advocate of the French alliance had
tallen 1in battle, and his pro-English sister was now at the
nelm of Scottisn government, Henry couwld atford to be
gEnerous 1n terms of peace. Untortunately, he still held a
grudge against & numper of the border inhabitants.

It 1s durina this period of the Regency (1513-1514)
that one can truly sse the infiuence of the border magnates
over Scottish attairs. After the fterrible svents at
Flodden, it seemsd as thouan Surrey might push unopposed
into the neart of Scotland. Fortunately, Surrey nad too few
men and  horses for such an endeavorli®Y snd was forced to

dispand the levies ne had gathered. Lord Dacre, howsver,

was lett to carry out Henry’'s desirez along the border. On
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November 10, HDacre carrisd out two railds, at the insistence
ot Henry, upon the West and Middie Marchnes. In his letter
to Henry on November 13, (%13, he readily describes the
destruction he wrought:

<esUpon Thursday last past 1 assembled yvour
subjects...and rode in at Gallespeth...and there set
torth two forays—-—-my brother..., who burnt and
desetroyed the town of Rowcastle, with all ths
COrMa«sy, and won two towesrs in it, and burnt both roof
and +tloori; and Si1r Roger Fenwick,...(who) burnt the
town of Langton and destroyed all the corn therein...
My zaid brother came in at Cressopbridge and therse
antered the Middle Marches,...fourteen miles within
the ground of Scotland, and then put forth two forays.
Sir John Ratcliiff,...burnt the town at Dyker, with a
towsr in the sameg; they laid corn and straw to the
door and burnt it both roof and floor, and so smoked
them out. #HAlso the said Sir John and his company
burnt the towns of Snowden and Luwrchestrother,...and
took divers prisoners with much insight and goods.
Micnolas Harrington, Micholas Ridiey, Thomas
Medilton, and George Skelton,...burnt ths ftown of
Hyndhalgnehedei....and in liksewise the towns of West
Sawsios and East Sawsige...Ww2 put us in array to coms
nomewards, and rode no taster than owr sheep and swine
that we had won would drive, which ware of no great
substance, ftor the country was warned of our coming,
and the bpbesacons burnt +rom midnight forward.

Fleaze it youwr grace, as for the Raid to be made
upon youwr West March I cannot sees how it can be dons
convieniently unto the next 1Tiaght, for two
considerations; one 1s that I dare not be absent from
this Middle March guring this lignt...3; and one other
is that my servants’ horses, which came to this RHaid,
wereg sore |aboured for they rode twenty-eight hours
without any abate...And in the next light I shall, God
willing, perform the said Raidi; and in the mean time
shalil cause small Railds be mads, which shall be
asareat annovyance to the Scots as a great Raid should
pe and thus shall your monev be emploved to the best I
can, and +for tne greatest hurt and destruction of ths
HootE ;... 10l

acre s attitude in this Tetter harkens back to those men
who regarded going To war against the Scots as a “pastime,
and once again reveals the Engliish disgust For all things

Socottish. Unge C

1]

N sE2 1n his tetter an aimost glsetu]l Dride
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in the damage he and his brother wrought upon the Scottish
countryside. Indesg, he seems to deeply regret the fact
that he camnot continue his mission of destruction until his
m=2n are rested enough to carry out thelr work with renswed
vigor. For Dacre and his men, torturing the Scottish,
burning their towns and villages, and carrying off their
animals and goods was more than Jjust sport, it was a life’s
catling. Little wondsr that no English ambassador ever
staved +or more than a tew wesks! When one considers the
hostility which existed between the two, unabated by ths
roval marriags, it is gbvious that a resident ambassador
trom either nation would not swvive iong in his host
country. While the killing of an ambassador was not sxactly
A Common ocourrencs, mobs were far too prevalent in both
countries. Une could hardly predict what an angry mob of
Scottisnhn or English citizency might do to the representative
ot the opposing power.

While 1t was “contrary to all Scots custom and
tradition which ailowed the regency to the man nearest in
oiood to thes young klng“lﬁzg Margaret was allowsed to remain
tutrix of her son. UOnce again pregnant with James’s child,
and made tutriz by Jamss's will, Margarst’s position as head
of the government was more or less sate. Despits attempts
by the Earl of &rran, James Vs uncie, fo seize the ragency,
the Scottish lords refused to grant it as Tong as “"the gusen

kept her widownood and her body clean from lechery."1U3
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The seventesn month old king’'s coronation on 21
September 1313, known as the "Mourning Coronation", was not
merely a coronation, but a fond goodbye to “peaceful and
prosperous times. 1Y% The people of Scotland, well
acgualnted with the eftects of a roval minority, wers
prepared for the worst (especially considering how long &
minority James Y's promised to be). Sure enough, soon after
the Scottisn FPariiament ratified Margarst’'s appointment as
guardian of tne King, opposition among the nobility and
clergy began to emerges. The opposition soon coalesced into
a very vooal pro-French party, which began to zall for the
appointment of John, Duke of Albany, as regent. Adhering to
the tradition of entrusting the regency to the Hing s
nearest adult male kinsman, the pro-French Scots found
Albany to be an sxcellent alternative: Albany was Lthe son
ot James [Il s brother, making him the closest male kinsman,
lhad 1mportant political contacts in France, and had the
added bonus of not being English. In agdition, ths
pro-trench taction’s resclve was furthsr hardened by a
promise from king Louils to send an army of Frenchmen to
Scotland commanded by the Dukes of Albanv; the offer arrived
a day betore Margarst announced that sﬁe had gotten Henry to

agre

i

To a one vyvear truce. To make peacs, as was Margaret’'s
intention, was a repudiation of Louwizs‘s offer. Others, who

helid no pro-French sympathies, werse also andious for French

ald. When James had left for Flodden, he had apparently

emptizd the treasuary for the war s2ffort. The money which
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James had set aside for Margaret's safe-keeping was never
tuwrned over to the Scottish treaswry and the governmesnt was
in dire tinancial straits. To many, it sesmed as though
France was the only hope of salvation. Pregnant and plagued
by sickness, Margarst was helpless to resist the Council’s
tormal requsst to “invite the Duke over from France Lo wrest
from the people coin to fil11 the empty treasury."l03
Untortunately +or the Scots, Albany was extremely
reluctant to accept such an invitation. From his childhood,
Albany hag peen raised amid the French cowrt and culturs.
He had marrisda a French he=iress, and was "entirely a man of
France in outlook, +eelings and habits."10& g spoke no
Scottish, and his only link to Scotland was by ancestry and
infrequent correspondence with James IV.1Y%7  az 4 result,
Albany hesitated while ne tried to make up nis mind.

For Margaret, conditions grsw steadily worse; the
partiament oFf Marchn 20 bore this out. The yvoung 1ords,
despising the idea of being ruled by a woman, used any
excuse avallable to unadercut Margarst’'s position. The
enbassy she wisned to send to England :Qas delayed +tor the
most trifling reasons."1%® [espite her protests, excuses
ware found to delay the ambassador to Eng?and until Albany
arriveaed in case heg might want continue the war with England.
Im addition, many of the pro-Frencn faction were putting
t+orth the idea that Margaret stould marry Louis, thersoy
welding the two kingdoms together. Weakened by both her

political andg phvsical struggles, Margaret retired to
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Stirting to deliver Jamss‘s posthumous chiid. A1l of these

gvents were reported in detail to Henry by Lord Dacre (April

B, 1514):

On breaking up of the Scottish Council on the
Stn, the Farliament was "continued" to the 15th of
May. The bill {for Albany’'s restitution was read, but
15 not vet determined. & herald wiil b2 sent to
Enaltand to demand sate conduct for ambassadors on the
pretense that some of those mentionsd in the last are
zsick; really to prolong the time till they know if
Albany 15 coming, in which case they will send none.
They tave dispatched Islay herald by the West coast,
to invite him to come secretly and be their protector.
The Cuesen has taken her chamber at Stirling Castle.
I+ the French King pleasss to marry her he can have
her . 109

Whnile recovering from chiltdbirth, Margaret found
that more and more powst was siowly being aszsumed by the

Council. Her only real authority was in the proximity of

the young king himssl$f. Increasingly, Margarst found

+

hersel reiying upon the traditionally pro-English House of
Dougtas. In ths infighting which occurred amongst the
scottisn factions, law was thrown to the wind. Again, this
15 reported by Dacre (Juns 4, 1514)
5ir, of a suety, there is noder law ne reason ng
Justice at this day used ne kept in Scotland, but git
that git may.llV
The lawlessness would only increase once Margarst’s secret

marrliage was discoveresd.

On August &, Margaret had sscretly married nineteen

veatrr old Archibald Douglias the BEarl of Angus. Margaretb’'s
Drimary reasons for marrying Angus were that he was both

nandsome and head of the powsrtul House of Douglas. With

all the pressure being placed on her by the various Scottish
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tactions, Margarst was in desperate need of support, both
politically and emotionally. The ceremony was kept private,
and no one knew of the marriage for several weeks. Trualy,
Margaret could not have found a worse match. angus, being
the head of the pro-Englisn Douglas clan, drew the enmity of
most ot the pro-French Council members. As Margarst heaped
rewards upon th2 Angus’s ftamily, the anger of the French
taction increased until they discovered the truth behind the
marriage. Unbsknownst to Margaret, the Council aecided that
she had forfeited her riagnt as the king’s guardian with her
second marriage. When she arrived at Fariiament in August,
she was greeted by unkind glancses and the news that she was
no longer regent of Scotland.lll  ghe would have to resiagn
Lhe regency 1in +avor of Albany, James IV's nearest
kinsman.lle  pearing the Council ‘s anger, Margarst was
torced to ratreat to her castlie at Stirling. On September
1o, Farliament formally requested Albany’'s prssence in
Srotland.  As usual , all of these activities were faithfully
reparted to Henry by Dacre.

The omne conciliation which MargaP;£ had wete the
promnises of Engliish aid brouwght by Dacres’ men. Fromised an
English army to suppress the Pebe?]ioué Scots, Margaret was
beginning to +teel that her position was securs.
Untortunately, Henry had no intention of sending an army, as
this would alienate Louis, and perhaps restart hostilities.
The one service whicn Henry wss able to extend to his sister

wasz Louls’ promise that he would detain the Duke of Albany
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in France. Although 1n time this might have allowsd
Margaret to reconsolidate her power, Louis died only a few
weeks later. With the accession of Francis I to the French
throng, Louls’'s promise was nedated. While Francis still
intendsd to maintain peacseful negotiations with England, he
recognlized the usefulness of Scotland. As a result, Francis

B . o - ]
was intent on preserving the “auld altiance"”.113
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THE DEPOSITION

To the great reliet of the Scots, Albany appearsd off
the boottilish coast on May 17. The Scots were somswhat
dismayved that Albany was not accompanied by a French army
With which to crusn the Enalish. Albany, however, was
committed to a policy of peace, as long as that suited
Francis. FRather tnan initiate anothesr war with England,
Albany = mission was to enswe that Scotland remainesed out of
Margaret s hands, and was drawn ever further into the French
sphere of intlusnce.

At first, Albany attempted to endear himseld to
Margaret 1n the nopes of gaining her support. Margaret,
howaver, was tar {from receptive. Albany was awars that
without thes support of the fueen or the custody of the king,
fig authority was in danger. Realizing this, Margarest
retreated with ner children to Stirling in the hope of
delaying the inevitable. When the day of reckoning did
comne, and ftouwr enissaries trom parliament appeared bsfors
the gates of Stirling for the childrensy Margaret demanded
si1x days to consider the2ir mandate. It is unknown what
actions she might have intended to take in these six davs,
but Henry and Lord Dacre wers not 1dle. Btill bound by the
French treaty, Henry’'s only option in Scotland was
insurrection.  He ordered Lord Dacre to renew his border
raids and stir up trouble among the border clans. For
Dacre, this was welocome news. "As he raged, bwned and

pillaged the villages, farms, the barns and +isids, as he
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slaughtered the cattle and the sheep, he woosd Humnse the
chamberlain into becoming the chief rival of the Duke of
#Albany . Hume, while not betraying any English interests,
sntaered the border ralds with delight and waged angry
destruction on his own 1ands and against his own people with
Enalish arms and munitions."114

Mot to be intimidated by a few border raids, or the
botd actions of a woman, Albany ordered the siege of
Ztirling castle. Uacre, however, had arranged a plan by
wnich Hume and Angus, accompanisd by sixty men, could
anuggle the king and his brother from the castle and carry
them across the border into England. Unfortunately, Hums
and Anaus arrived lats, and found the castle under sisges.
fs a result of this failed attempt, Margarset was torced to
give her childrsn over to Albany, and was escorted to her

chambers at Edinburgn.
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THE ESCAPE

AE has already been mentioned, Lord Dacre, King Henry’s
“fiddiing stick”, was very busy during Margaret’'s period as

regent. Thnroughout the regency, Dacre was bu

ul

v
concentrating his etforts on the Scottish nobility. After

securing the ssrvices of Lord Home, Chamberlain of 3cotland,

1]

as wall as the support of Angus ang the Douglas clan, it
seanad a4s though Dacre would have the support he needed to
smuggle the gqueen and children across the border. After
Margaret' s capture, and the open rebellion of Lord Home
(i.e. during the escape attempt at Stirlina)ll3 pacrais
plan seemsd to be 1n ruins. Howsver, few people could
realize the full sxtent of this man’‘s resowrcsefulness.
Dequaestered at Edinburgh, Margarset was isolated from
both her children and any opportunity to seize power. In
agdition, she lost the privacy of her correspondence.
Eartier, Margarst had warned her brother to disregard any
correspondence not signed “vouwr loving sister':; any other
correspondance had been wrltten under duress. Albany,
howsver, soon discoverad this ploy and supervised (more or
less writing) all of her writings. Uacre also discovered
Margaret's ii1ttle ploy, and madse a regular practice of
intercepting all letters from Margaret to Henry. Indesd, in
August , Dacre discovered that Albany had compeliled the Queeﬁ
to write to Henry, Francis, and the Fopes asswing them that

she was contant 1n her present situwation. Albany, howsver,

(45)



intercepted the French messenger, and forwarded all thres
letters to England. “"After this episcde the statement which
was relterated by the Duke in his letters to Dacre, Henrvy,
and others that ‘the Guessn is content’ received no credence
from his carrespsndents.”ll& In addition to interceptinag
the letters, Dacre also issued a letter to Albany
prociaiming exactly why the Gusesen was not “content®.

Few resident ambassadors, for fear of their position
and the political repercussions, would be able to do as
Dacre had. In addition to insulting the Regent of Scotiand,
as well as intercepting French messengers, [lacre was alsao
assisting the Scottish nobiss to riot, and sscreting
meszages to Margarest in which he put forward various escape
plans of nis own devising. By the beginning of September,
Margaret was ready to accept Lord Dacre’s schemes. 117

Mearly seven months pregnant, Margaret appealed to
facre tor his aid. After telling her that her formeer
retusals of his ptans nad led to “the utter destruction of
the king and prince, your sons, my master’s nephews“ila, e
put +torth his i1dea. Margarst was to get permission to
Teave for Lintithgow For her "lying in" period. Fromn there,
Margars2t wWwas to escape undsr cover of ﬁarkneas {with the aid

ot Angus and the Douglases) and procsed to Blackadder

[t

astlie. Uacre would meet her there, and then convey her
across the border into England. Along with this messaags,

Dacre conveved a sum of money for the bribing of servantis,

)
7

stc.ll
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Feceiving pesrmission from Albany to go to
Linlithgow, Margaret began her Jjowrney on September 13,
1313, Sne and Angus, under cover of night, left the castle

and mst GHeorge HUouglas along th

il

road;i Douglas conveyved thesm
to Lorg Hume, who conducted them to Tantallon Castle (a
bouglas tortress) . From Tantallon, Margaret finally reached
Blackadaer. Safte from tne Scottish lords at last., Margaret
began to plan for the escape of her children. Hoping to
draw away the garriszon at Stirling, Lord Hume set fire to
one of his own towns.l<Y Unfortunately, Albany was far too
diligent to be drawn away from the pressnce of the king.
Instead, he declared Lord Hume a rebel and arszonist, and
ordered the imnediate capture of fthe GQueen.

Fearing &lbanvy‘s intentions, Margaret, at Lord Dacre’'s
insistence, fled to Berwick, “"the gateway to England."121
Untortunately, the commander of the English garrison at
Berwick had no idea that Margaret’s arrival was imminent,
and nad oroers to retuse entrancs to anyone from Scotland,
sven to the king’'s sister. As a result, Margaret was forced
to take retuge at a itocal church. Hearing of this, Albany
dispatched a French ambassador to Berwick bearing a letter
of concessions to Margarety 1+ he couwld not win her by
force, he would try diplomacy. Just as the ambassador
arrived to sse the usen, e was informed that she had
alrsaagy la+t +or Morpeth Castle, one of Lord Dacre’'s
strongnolds. In truth, Dacrs was at that moment escorting

Margaret out the back door of the church. ffter a briet
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"laying 1n’ at Morpeth, Margaret finally entered London an
the third of Marcn.lds  The king‘s ‘fiddling stick’ had
again succesded in keeping Scotland dancing to England’'s

tuneg .t 1L
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COMCLUSION

In tne end, gue 1n large part to Lord Dacrs’'s rather
disturbing intluence, aAlbany found the Scots too hard to
govern.lad  giter two years as Regent, he returned to
France. He had, nowever, managed to strengthen thes bond
between France and Scotland by his presence. Albanv's
departure, as well as his intluences over the Scots,
fpignl ights tne gsneral theme of this paper: the major powers
d1a not have to rely on resident ambassadors to infiusncs
Scotiand because thney had othsr methods.

The French hag relied +or centuries on the “Auid
Allliance” to keep on good terms with Scotland. Althougnh the
Scots invariably cams out on the losing end of this
arrangsment , they were loath to repudiate the agreement; i1t
was one of the few things which prevented wholesals war with
the English. For the French, a permanent ambassador would
be a wastes of money and man-—-power: tar better to send ad hoc
ampassadors when the situation called +tor it (as is evident
trom Albany’'s briet stavry. The French-wsre confident that
as long as Scotland and England were Joined by gsography and
mutual natred, they could always count on the goodwill of
the Scots. Boung by sconomic and political ties which had
axlisted {tor genrations, the French weres secure 1n their
Bcottish alliiance.

Un the Englisn side, there were better ways ot dealing
with Scotliand than by sending a resident ambassador; they

relied on +tear and intimidation. Lord Dacre was the primary
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instrument of English “diplomacy". Through Dacre and the
other Englisn border families, the Ernglish kings were able
to influence Scottish aftairs. MNo resident ambassador wouid
be capabie of carrying out the kind of actions which Dacre
performed on a regular basis. In addition to tramsmitting
tLhe mundane typess of information expected of an ambassador,
dacre also intercepted messengers, sngaged in bordsr
wartare, and was given almost lTimitless authority in his
relations with Scotland. With men such aszs this at Hemrv's
dizposal , who were ready to commit any act imaginable for
the king's waltare, and who were abls to operate almost
unrestrained by any rules of conduct., why shouwld any English
Eing bother with a resident ambassador? While this may have
so0lved Henry’'s problem along the border, it would later lead
to greater difficulities. Because of their isolation from
court, and the great power they were invested with, the
Morthern +amilies would often play a pivotal role in English
uprisings. For sxample, in 1528 & numbsr of the Morthsen
lords telt contidant snough in thesir abilities to support
the Filgrimage of Grace in response to increasing tax
demands . 1 €7 By relving on these Northern lords, the English
monarchs may have controlied thes border, but they had Teft
themselves open to internal risings.

Aside from thes pressnce of the Morthern families, two
other reasons +or the absence of an English ambassador also
come into play. Firstly the Scottish disdain for all things

Engl ish made the ssnding of an ambassador impractical .
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Secondly, the pressnce of Margaret was seen as an al most
certaln assurance of peace. At the very least, Henry was
sure that hne couwld rely on her to temper James’'s pro-French
éttitude, and to help create a pro-BEnglish atmosphere.

s to those other powers which have only besn mentioned
in passing, they had concerns of their own which kept them
from taking an active interest in Scotland.  The Holy Roman
Emperor, for edample, was engrossed in his Italian affairs.
In a like manner, most of the larger powsrs were caught up
in their own continsntal attairs and would have f=21t that
France's 1nflusnce over the Scots was too powsrful to bother
with the sending of an ambassador.

Whils many historians point to Scotland as a primitive
naticon, too mired in the backwardness of the Middle Ages to

recelve permansnt ambassadors, 1t is mors accurate to say

uy
a

hat the mew “eniightened” princes were too set in their
ancient blases to send any. From England’s ancestral hate
to France’'s security in an age old alliance, it‘s evident
that these two Yenlightenad” powers were hampersd in their

relations with Scotland by their medieval outlook.
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