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many Louisianians cast ballots in the 1928 Presidential election
as had voted in 1924, Hoover doubled the Republican vote and
Smith almost doubled Democratic balloting. Certainly Smith's
religion had much to do with the increase in Republican voting in
| the Pelican State, but the appeal of "Republican prosperity” was
probably an equally compelling issue. 19
Thus, the Louisiana Réalm of the Knights of thé Ku Klux Klan
declined almost as rapidly as the organization had emerged into
prominence in the state, By 1928 it had probably shrunk to less
than 3, 000 members.. Klan violence had complétely disappeared.
The organization was, in short, no longer a force of any consequence
in Louisiana life, Séverél developments suggest reasons why the
}Invisible Empire declined so rapidly after 1925. In 1924 Congrevss |
passed an immigration law which severly restricted the number of
immigrants allowed to enter the United States, Southern and
eastern Europeans, the group most obnoxious to the Invisible

Empire, were clearly discriminated against under the laws. 20

19His’corical Statistics of the United States, p. 686. See also
Edmund A, Moore, A Catholic Runs for President: The Campaign
of 1928 (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1956), p. 2.

2050hn D, Hicks, Republican Ascendancy, 1921-1933,
(unnumbered volume) in The New American Nation Series, ed.
Henry Steele Commanger and Richard B. Morris (45 vols.; New
York: Harper & Brothers, 1954 --), pp. 131-132,
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In addition, fraternal organizations which had played so important
a role in American life, began to decline during the latter part of

21 And finally, the abnormal conditions arising from

the decade.
World War One -- the fear of Negro militance, the fear of radical
foreign influences, anti-Cafcholicisni, and the lawlessness which
characterized the postwar years -- had been considerably
ameliorated with the passage of time, 22

In Louisiana there were more immediate reasons why the Klan
experienced an early demise, The Invisible Empire had promised
Louisianians "law and order." On too many occasions the secret
order was responsible for lawless acts it was pledged to prevent,
The Morehouse episode clearly demonstrated that fact to Bayou State
residents, The Klan's emphasis on anti-Catholicism, in a state
where.a substantial proportion of the population was Catholic, soon
created difficulties for the secret organization. But the most

important factor in the rapid decline of the Invisible Empire in

Louisiana was the secret order's involvement in state politics.,

21Gist, Secret Societies, pp. 43-44, See also Arthur M,
Schlesinger, Paths to the Present (New York: McMillan Company
1949), p. 44. :

2'2Higham, Strangers in the Land, pp. 329-330, See also
Oscar Handlin, Race and Nationality in American Life (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday, Anchor Books, 1957), pp. 135-149,

("3
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Not only did that involvement produce a permanent split in Klan
ranks, it also resulted in legislation against the Klan., Despite

the fact that Klansmen found a way to avoid the registration of their
membership, the law caused them no little inconvenience. More
damaging was the law forbidding the wearing of masks. The mask
was a vital romantic symbol, and when it was removed the Klansman
who found in its' use an escape from the reality of his world su&dénly
discovered that without it he had not 'escaped at all. The law
providing penitentiary penalties for masked assault was decisiveiy
effective., There is no evidence of any Klan violence after the
passage of this law,

Many men had joined the Invisible Empire because it could be
used as a vehicle to advance their professional or political careers.
There is, however, no.evidence that the Klan significantly
contributed to either business or political advancement. In fact,
in the political arena, the Klan was usually a greater burden than
an aid. That was certainly the case beyond the local level in polities.
Thus, having failed to produce the positive results merﬁbers
expected from it, the flame of the Invisible Empire dimmed rapidly
after 1924, To be sure, that flame had vbux;ned brightly during 1922
and had promised the faithful great rewards for their service. But

the Morehouse episode, Governor Parker's persistent attacks,
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internal disunity, and the anti-Klan legislation of the Fuqua
administration had weakened its glow, and by 1925 the flame of

Klanism was flickering, and would shortly be extinguished.

|
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