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CHAPTER  5. CONCLUSIONS 

 Like many other developing cities, Chiang Mai has developed so fast, and has not  protected  its 

pristine natural resources that maintain the nostalgia for the city. The witness of this circumstance is Mae 

Kha Canal. Also, Mae Kha Canal is not widely recognized. Two blocks away, this canal is suffering from 

pollution, unpleasant smell and is known as an open sewage of the city. 

 In conclusion, it can be said that the transformation of urban water development plays a 

significant role in the restoration of cities in regard to socio-economic status, health and ecology. At the 

onset of the 20th century, we started paying attention to the negative impacts of industrialization and 

urbanization on the degradation of urban water bodies. This phenomenon has changed people’s 

perception about this infrastructure as part of the city, and as an important aspect of their lives. Mae Kha 

Canal restoration project in dense urban settings has increased people’s capability to appreciate 

landscape and the significance of protecting natural resources. Moreover, the improvement will stimulate 

property values, attract new businesses, and strengthen a new sense of community identity and pride. 

 It can be understood from the case studies that developed countries are able to effectively clean 

their rivers since they have adequate resources, a strong public sector capacity, and public institutions. 

Whereas, developing countries, like Thailand, struggle to rehabilitate their natural resources in the context 

of limited capacity and resources, as well as absence of appropriate public institutions, legal framework, 

and strong regulation. After all, one of the greater challenges being faced regarding urban canals is how 

to bring some kind of compatibility in balancing the needs of economic development as well as the need 

to protect this vital ecosystem. 

 From intensive research, site analysis and site observation, the Mae Kha Canal has a strong 

potential for developing to a new green corridor in the City of Chiang Mai. Three mile corridor stretches in 

the heart of the city provide accessibility and connection for the city and also recreation space for people. 

In addition, this site will be a new tourist attraction for the city, encouraging local economic improvement. 

Along its flow through different part of the city, this will provide great experience for visitors. They can 

perceive the story of the city, enjoy with nature while strolling or jogging along the canal.  

  The development of Mae Kha will provide great benefit to the city, however; the canal existing 

condition needs immediate action for improvement. From site visits, it is obvious that Mae Kha’s 

extremely bad odor and condition take people’s attention away. Also, a lack of proper pathway 

maintenance hinders the pathway usage. Therefore, the first steps of the Mae Kha development are to 
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eliminate the odor problems, improve water quality, clear and maintain walkways and canal condition, 

together with announcing water treatment policies and laws to control wastewater discharge. 

Furthermore, the cooperation of the community, government, stakeholders and non-profit institutions is 

encourage to implement the sustainable future of the Mae Kha Canal. 
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