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FOREWORD
From the Editor

ontrary to received opinion, parts are often greater than the

sum of the whole. Anyone who has attempted to assemble a

complicated patio accessory directly from a hardware-store
carton suspects that the barbecue grill or the patio swing is likely smaller
than the apparent amalgam of its pieces. Anyone who has relished the
mechanical pleasure of probing a motor, assembling a radio-controlled
airplane model, or simply reading the catalogue of any supply house will
recognize the amusing pleasure of disassembly, inventory, and parts
perusal. Cultural history, as any bookworm knows, is full of choice
scraps, of collectible objects and assembly-ready data that easily
outnumber the words in a published study or the hobby-yeats in an
enthusiast’s lifetime.

The vivacity and the persistence of patts could be regarded as a de
facto theme of this volume of 7650-7850. Whether the incompleteness
of the argument in John Milton’s Paradise Lost ot the complicated
spottiness of Eliza Haywood’s publishing career or the difficulty in
navigating a multinational periodical, the essays in this volume evidence
a relish for detail that matks a new turn away from broadly generalized
theoretical claims. Time and again the authors in this volume return to
the building blocks of cultural traditions. Mark Pedreira, for example,
has assembled a set of four essays that examine the fundamental trope
of metaphor, a trope from which almost all expressive acts or utterances
emerge. Pedreira’s feature is itself a part of a two-segment series that
will show how a single technique can color, change, or otherwise
compound with all the major idioms of an era, indeed may itself come
to characterize that age.



xii - 1690-1850

In the spirit of generalizing particularity, this volume also includes
a full complement of reviews, each of which encompasses one of the
plurality of eighteenth-century worlds. Among the reviews is a
multipart, triple analysis of three major books on Samuel Johnson, a
patts-aware author for whom an aphorism often substituted for an
encyclopedia. “Review” suggests a second look—a return engagement
in which one small piece of eighteenth-century studies is allowed to
amplify meanings missed on the first perusal. All the patts of this issue
of 7650-1850 bode fair to merit a literal review—a second ot third or
fourth reading—as they piece together a period that is as often
organized and evocative in its detail as it is in systematic compositions
or putatively big pictures.
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