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In June of 1944, American aviator Roy Allen's B-17 was shot out of the sky over 

the French town of Jouy, where he was sheltered for weeks by Colette Florin, a young 

schoolteacher.  Allen, Florin and the courageous Pierre Mulsant, captain of the local 

resistance circuit, and the relationships that developed among them form the core of 

Childers' tale of World War II. 

 

A true story of heroism and endurance that has been pieced together from records 

and interviews, In the Shadows of War is told in a novelistic style, employing multiple 

points of view combined with an omniscient narrator's ability to divine the thoughts and 

feelings of the characters.  It's an effective technique that keeps the reader in suspense, 

rapidly turning pages, racing forward to see what will happen.  In its ability to capture the 

reader and portray the emotions of war, Shadows is in a class with Jack Higgins' semi-

fictional The Eagle Has Landed. 

 

Public libraries will want to offer this book as a great read.  Academic libraries 

may want to consider it as well, but more as an example of a different way of telling 

history than as history itself. 
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