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The Acadian heritage imprint is recognizable in modern day life.  Healthy indications of this 

culture exist today as part of the landscape of the area.  Building styles featuring elevated homes 

designed to keep the cyclic floods of the basin from inundating living quarters is now 

incorporated into a distinctive building style.  Homes with tall windows and front porches helped 

cool the home and steep pitched roofs help shed the rains of the swamp. 

 

Figure 20.  Acadian Creole Cottage ca. 1800 

These architectural elements are part of the results of the Acadian settlement.  The 

architectural vernacular of the 1790’s Acadian style cottage is prevalent throughout south 

Louisiana development. 95  Newer construction also incorporates this style of architecture in 

many commercial buildings of Louisiana. 

                                                 
95 Glenn R. Conrad and Carl Brasseaux, “Founding of New Acadia,” Center for Louisiana Studies USL, History 
Series #11 “The Cajuns - Essays on Their History and Culture,” Hebert Publishing, (Rayne LA: 1983). 
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Figure 21.  Acadian Architecture in New Construction 2004 

Acadians continue to live and work within the Atchafalaya Basin of Louisiana and are at the 

heart of the community.  The 1990 United States census revealed that nearly half of the parishes 

of the state have residents of French or Acadian heritage.  In the 2000 census, 88,000 people in 

Louisiana claimed either Cajun or Acadian heritage, and 111,000 claimed French Canadian 

heritage. 

 

Figure 22.  Percent Claiming Cajun French Ancestry, Atlas LSU 
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In fact, their culture is so prevalent that the state government officially recognizes the seven 

parishes occupied by these descendants as the region named Acadiana in honor of their ancestry.  

Acadiana even has an officially recognized flag.  The Louisiana Legislature made this flag the 

official flag of the Acadiana area in 1974.  The Cajuns are important people that continue to 

honor their personal heritage as well as that of the natural landscape of the region. 

 

Figure 23.  Official Flag of Acadiana, CODOFIL 

In August 1994, three hundred thousand Acadians from around the world reunited in 

southeastern New Brunswick for the first World Congress of Acadians.  Five years later, in 

August of 1999 the World Congress of Acadians convened east of the basin in Lafayette, 

Louisiana.  During August of 2004, over one million Acadians from around the world, including 

Louisiana, reunited in Nova Scotia for the third World Congress of Acadians. 

The deportation of the Acadians is a nationally and internationally recognized historical 

event of great cultural significance.  The Acadians settled and thrived in Louisiana to establish a 

heritage and culture that is celebrated in many ways.  This culture is an exceptional testimony to 

a cultural tradition and a civilization that deserves international preservation. 

The Native American cultures of the Atchafalaya Basin and Poverty Point are documented 

archaeological science.  These cultures, many of them prehistoric, have descendants living 

throughout Louisiana.  These native peoples represent a society of settlers that created intricate 

communities with advanced talents.  World Heritage Site designation for these valuable 

archaeological mounds and documented cultures will provide needed international protection for 

these sites. 
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The Atchafalaya Basin meets the World Heritage Convention’s natural criteria for 

nomination, specifically items (ii), (iii), (iv).  Item (ii), requires sites to demonstrate development 

of terrestrial, freshwater, coastal, marine ecosystems and: 

Be an outstanding example representing significant ongoing 
ecological and biological process in evolution and 
development of terrestrial, freshwater, coastal, marine 
ecosystems and communities of plants or animals. 

The Atchafalaya Basin first began to form around 900 A.D., when the ancient Mississippi 

River continually altered course.  Much of the landscape of south Louisiana formed during the 

Holocene epoch (11,000 years ago to present) during the Cenozoic Era.96 

When ice covering the earth melted, glacial expanses receded leaving deep channels on the 

landscape.  Rivers and waterways formed in the wake of the glacial melt, forming the modern 

Mississippi River Valley and Delta. 

 

Figure 24.  Louisiana Satellite Image, Atlas LSU 

“The Mississippi River has had a profound effect on the landforms of coastal Louisiana. The 

entire area is the product of sediment deposition following the latest rise in sea level about 5,000 

years ago.”97 
                                                 
96 Appendix A, Document #RRP_DPEIS, NOAA, Washington D.C.: online http://www.darp.noaa.gov/partner/rrpp-
la/pdf/la2041app.pdf, viewed July 2004. 



 47

The deltas and many associated rivers, like all natural systems, are continually in a state of 

change, evolving toward a new set of conditions.98  The region’s plant and animal communities 

reflect the geomorphic process of the basin.   

John McPhee, author of The Control of Nature writes,  

Southern Louisiana exists in its present form because the 
Mississippi River has jumped here and there within an arc 
about two hundred miles wide, like a pianist with one hand 
frequently and radically changing course, surging over the 
left or the right bank to go off in utterly new directions. 
Always it is the river's purpose to get to the Gulf by the 
shortest and steepest gradient.99 

 

Figure 25. Mississippi River Formation of Louisiana Geology, NOAA 

“The Mississippi River Basin drains 41 percent of the contiguous United States and a portion 

of Canada.  The Mississippi River alluvial plain (width of 25 to 90 miles) is comprised of 

                                                                                                                                                             
97 NASA, ISS Earthcam, The Mississippi River Delta, Washington, D.C.: 
http://www.earthkam.ucsd.edu/public/images/Louisiana.shtml, viewed June 2004. 
98 Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan, USGS National Wetlands Research Center Lafayette, LA: 
(November 1993). 
99 John McPhee, “The Control of Nature,” Farrar Straus & Giroux; 1st ed., (August 16, 1989), p. 5. 
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numerous landforms, created by successive river course switching.” 100  Natural low, broad levees 

emerge during random and cyclic flooding of the basins.  These levees form along the major 

river system because of overflow from the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers. 

The basin is a freshwater habitat similar to that of the Florida Everglades.  The climate is 

temperate to sub-tropical with mild winters and hot summers.  This environment provides a 

fertile habitat for wildlife, plants, fish, birds, amphibians and reptiles.  At the southernmost tip of 

the Basin, the Atchafalaya Delta forms vital wetlands for nesting birds and fragile estuaries for 

spawning fish and shrimp.  

 

Figure 26.  Generalized Geology, Louisiana Geological Survey 

                                                 
100 Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan, USGS National Wetlands Research Center, Lafayette, LA:  
(November 1993). 
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Figure 27.  Atchafalaya Delta Formation, Atlas LSU 

Maintaining the basin’s freshwater aquatic and marine coastal ecosystem is a major effort in 

Louisiana.  All levels of government and several major Universities located within the state 

explore and research several different flora and fauna of the Basin.  Researchers conduct studies 

on invasive plant species, habitat management, aquaculture, engineering and more with the 

Basin’s overall health in mind. 

Terrestrial studies focusing upon wetland loss in Southern Louisiana are a popular 

conservation concern amongst politicians, recreational enthusiasts and residents.  “Louisiana has 

25 percent of the forested wetlands and 40 percent of the coastal wetlands in the 48 contiguous 

States but accounts for 80 percent of wetlands losses.”101 

                                                 
101 U.S. Geological Survey, USGS Fact Sheet FS-019-99, Dept. of the Interior, Washington D.C.: (December 1999). 
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Figure 28.  Atchafalaya Wetland Loss Trends, National Wetland Research Center 

“Much land loss and marsh deterioration along the Louisiana coast has occurred where fresh 

marshes and swamps have been subjected to marine tidal processes, usually the result of 

subsidence and exacerbated by canal dredging.”102  The Federal and State Wetlands Task Force 

under the authority of The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act of 1992, 

manage a multi agency effort to study and control wetland loss and coastal erosion. 

The Atchafalaya Basin has the slowest rate of wetland loss compared to the Chenier Coast 

below Lake Charles, Louisiana or the Mississippi River Delta below New Orleans, Louisiana.103  

The Atchafalaya River is actually forming some wetlands near the Gulf of Mexico, as a natural 

delta emerges at the mouth of the river but loss continues at a faster rate than creation.  The loss 

of wetland acreage within the basin as well as along the Atchafalaya Delta threatens to upset 

balance of the ecosystem.  “The Atchafalaya Basin is unique among the basins because it has a 

                                                 
102 Coast 2050: Toward a Sustainable Coastal Louisiana, Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration 
Task Force, Wetlands Conservation, Restoration Authority, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Baton Rouge, LA: (1998). 
103 Coast 2050, par. 4. 
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growing delta system with nearly stable wetlands.  Wetland loss is minor in the areas north of 

Atchafalaya Bay when compared to the other basins.”104 

The Atchafalaya Basin meets the World Heritage Convention’s criteria for a natural 

landscape nomination, specifically items (iii).  Item (iii), describes exceptional natural beauty 

and aesthetic importance requiring sites to: 

Contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of 
exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 

The Basin is a living canvas for artists, photographers and recreational enthusiasts.  World-

renowned artists such as John James Audubon found an unmatched beauty in the scenery of 

Louisiana. Beginning in 1820, Audubon painted 80 of his wildlife masterpieces, north of Baton 

Rouge; many were birds that heavily populate the Atchafalaya Basin region.  “Audubon was 

cruising in and out of the bays and bayous of southern Louisiana-a paradise of birds. It was here 

that Audubon found some of the finest collecting and observation in all his journey.”105 

 

Figure 29.  Audubon's Louisiana Heron, Audubon Gallery 

                                                 
104 Coast 2050, par. 3. 
105 Samuel Wood Geiser, Naturalists of the Frontier, University Press, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX: 
(1948).  
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Travelers, locals and residents have kept journals of the scenic beauty of the Atchafalaya 

Basin for centuries.  In 1842, an anonymous writer described the Atchafalaya Basin, 

“The huge trunks of the cypress trees, which stand four or 
five feet asunder, shot up to a height of fifty feet, entirely free 
from branches, which then, however, spread out at right 
angles to the stem, making the trees appear like gigantic 
umbrellas, and covering the whole morass with an 
impenetrable roof, through which not even a sunbeam could 
find passage.  Within this realm could be found thousands, 
tens of thousands, of birds and reptiles, alligators, enormous 
bullfrogs, night owls, anhinga, herons (all of whose dwellings 
were in the mud of the swamp or its leaky roof, (and) now 
lifted up their voices bellowing, hooting, shrieking, and 
groaning.  Bursting forth from the obscene retreat in which 
they had hitherto lain hidden, the alligators raised their 
hideous snouts of the green coating of the swamp, gnashing 
their teeth, and straining toward us, while the owls and other 
birds circled round our heads, flapping and striking us with 
their wings as they passed.” 106 

 

 

Figure 30.  Cypress-Tupelo Swamp and Spanish Moss, Louisiana Tourism Department 

Several nationally and even internationally known artists locate their studios in the 

Atchafalaya Basin.  Contemporary artists Francis Pavy, George Rodrigue and Floyd Sonnier as 
                                                 
106 Jim Bradshaw, “Atchafalaya Basin is a World Set Apart: Wetland Covers Nearly a Million Acres”, Lafayette: LA 
Daily Advertiser, (July 29, 1997).  
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well as photographers Greg Giourad and C.C. Lockwood use the Basin and associated plant and 

wildlife as subjects for work.  

 

Figure 31.  George Rodrigue’s Blue Dog Oak Trees, Rodrigue Gallery 

The Atchafalaya Basin meets the World Heritage Convention’s natural criteria for 

nomination, specifically items (iv).  Criteria (iv) defines significant natural habitats as: 

Containing the most important and significant natural 
habitats for in situ (in the original or correct place built in 
relation to its surrounding)107, conservation of biological 
diversity, including those containing threatened species of 
outstanding universal value from the point of view of science 
or conservation. 

There are at least 300 species of birds in the Basin.  The nation's largest colony of American 

woodcock (Scolopax minor) winters in the Atchafalaya Basin next to the Louisiana Heron 

(Egretta tricolor), many species of egrets, flocks of various ibis species, Anhinga (Anhinga 

anhinga) and the majestic Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias).  Anecdotal reports sighting the 

endangered, perhaps even extinct Ivory Billed Woodpecker (Cantpephiliis principalis) circulate 

amongst the Basin community.   The American Bird Conservancy identifies the Atchafalaya 

Basin as a Globally Important Bird Area.108 

                                                 
107 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. Oxford University Press (2003). 
108 “Birding on Indian Bayou” U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans, LA (2000). 
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Figure 32.  Ivory Billed Woodpecker, National Geographic 

The Endangered Species Act recognizes “endangered and threatened species as components 

of our ecosystem and stresses that integrity of ecosystems hinges on maintaining these species of 

concern.” 109  The basin hosts many threatened or endangered animal and fish species but two 

animals in particular are of great importance to the United States. 

 

Figure 33.  Eagle Nest in Atchafalaya Basin, Vernon Wright LSU 

The image of a Bald Eagle (Haliaeelus leucocephalus) is the national emblem of America.  

Once threatened with extinction, these large birds are rebounding in large numbers nonetheless 

they remain protected by federal law.  These raptors are birds of aquatic ecosystems preferring 

                                                 
109 Michael J. Chamberlain, Assistant Professor, School of Renewable Natural Resources, “Restoring the Louisiana 
Black Bear in Louisiana” Louisiana Agriculture Baton Rouge, LA: Vol. 45, No. 2, (Spring 2002), p.12. 



 55

estuaries, large lakes and major rivers.110  Bald Eagles and nesting pairs inhabit the fertile 

freshwater ecosystem of the Atchafalaya Basin.  Today about 150 active nests exist.  Most are 

between the Mississippi River and Vermilion Bay111 (the Atchafalaya Basin). 

 

Figure 34.  1999 Eagle Population, Vernon Wright LSU 

The Louisiana Black Bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) is threatened and without proper 

action has the potential to go extinct. 112  According to scientist, about 150 of the bears live in the 

Atchafalaya Basin, “an area fast becoming encroached upon by urban sprawl.” 113 

                                                 
110 David B. Marshall, Paul R. Nickerson, “The Bald Eagle: 1776-1976” National Parks & Conservation 1976 p. 14. 
111 Vernon L. Wright, Tom Hess, “Bald Eagles Make Comeback in South Louisiana” Louisiana Agriculture, Baton 
Rouge LA: (2001), online 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/Communications/LouisianaAgriculture/agmag/45_2_articles/baldeagles.asp, viewed 
July 2004. 
112 Michael J. Chamberlain, Assistant Professor, School of Renewable Natural Resources, “Endangered Species 
Act”, Louisiana Agriculture, Baton Rouge LA: (Spring 2002), Vol. 45, No. 2, p. 12. 
113 Linda Foster Benedict, “Three Louisiana Black Bear Cubs, Mama Relocated to Save Threatened Species” 
Louisiana Agriculture, Baton Rouge LA: (Spring 2002), Vol. 45, No. 2, p. 10. 
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Figure 35.  Louisiana Black Bear Research, LSU AgCenter 

U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt made the Louisiana Black Bear famous when he refused 

to shoot a small bear cub on one of his hunting trips to the Mississippi Valley. The Teddy Bear 

probably takes its name from this event.114  When toy makers heard of the president's act of 

mercy, they created this toy bear and named it “Teddy.”  The toy animal Teddy Bear is ingrained 

into American culture.  Although the toy bears vary in shapes and colors, the origin of the toy 

remains part of the legacy of the Louisiana Black Bear.  

                                                 
114 National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.: 2004, online 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/notkid/t.htm, viewed July 2004. 
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Figure 36.  2000 Black Bear Habitat, Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Other examples of diverse wildlife, such as the bobcat, deer, turkey, nutria, mink, fox, 

muskrat, beaver, otter and raccoon fill the Basin.  Additionally, sixty-five other species of 

reptiles and amphibians, salamanders, frogs, lizards, snakes, turtles and tortoises live in the 

Basin. 115 

The basin is also the habitat for the American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis).  Once a 

federally listed endangered species, alligators thrive in warm wetland ecosystems similar to the 

Atchafalaya Basin.116  Abundant throughout the Basin, the alligator remains federally listed as a 

threatened species.  Federal and state law protects the alligator. 

More than 85 species of fish live in the basin, and their populations frequently exceed 1,000 

pounds per acre.  Freshwater crustaceans provide significant economic benefits to the 

community.117  Red swamp crawfish (Procambarus clarkii) and white river crawfish 

                                                 
115 Jim Bradshaw, “Atchafalaya Basin is a World Set Apart: Wetland Covers Nearly a Million Acres”, Lafayette: LA 
Daily Advertiser, (July 29, 1997). 
116 “American Alligator Fact Sheet” Environmental Outreach & Education Program of Savannah River Ecology 
Laboratory, University of Georgia, (April 2001) online http://www.uga.edu/srel/gators.htm, viewed July 2004. 
117 “Refuge Profile,” Atchafalaya Basin National Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries, online 
http://refuges.fws.gov/profiles/recEdMore.cfm?ID=43614, viewed June 2004. 
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(Procambarus acutus) are found in many bodies of water and are concentrated within the 

overflow basins of the Atchafalaya River.118 

Comparative Plans 

The Poverty Point State Commemorative Area is located in West Carroll Parish of Louisiana.  

This pre-Columbian site is five miles or 8 kilometers northeast of Epps, Louisiana on Bayou 

Macon. 

 

Figure 37.  Poverty Point, Louisiana State Parks 

In 1962, the U.S. Dept. of the Interior designated Poverty Point as a National Historic 

Landmark.  Poverty Point is currently on the Tentative List for Nomination to World Heritage 

Convention.  The tentative list is a formal acknowledgement by the World Heritage Committee 

that entitles a site to consideration for World Heritage designation. 

The site is under consideration based upon the World Heritage Convention’s cultural criteria, 

“(iii) bearing an exceptional testimony to a civilization which is living or has disappeared.”119  

Poverty Point is an archaeological sight representing the remains of the main trade center and 

ceremonial grounds of a definable Native American culture. 
                                                 
118 NOAA, Document #RRP_DPEIS.doc, Appendix A, Washington D.C., online 
http://www.darp.noaa.gov/partner/rrpp-la/pdf/la2041app.pdf, viewed July 2004. 
119 National Park Service, Links To The Past: Cultural Resources of North America,  Washington D.C.: online 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/worldheritage/list1.htm, viewed July 2004. 
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Poverty Point contains some of the largest prehistoric earth works in North America.120  

Sophisticated communities flourished in the area from 1,500-600 B.C.121 The site contains a 

geometric earthwork complex, consisting of 11.2 miles of raised terraces arranged in six 

concentric octagons, and Poverty Point Mound, a bird-shaped ceremonial structure. 122 

 

Figure 38.  Poverty Point Mounds, Firespeaker Photos 

“The area is considered by some researchers to be as archaeologically significant as 

England's Stonehenge - and only 1 percent of the mound has been excavated.”123  Eventual 

placement of Poverty Point on the list of World Heritage sites is virtually assured.  Similar 

Native American sites, e.g., the Cahokia Mounds of Illinois are listed as World Heritage sites.  

Cahokia was listed as a World Heritage Site in 1982.124 

Everglades National Park is located on the Florida peninsula, along the Gulf of Mexico.  The 

Everglades National Park was inscribed onto the World Heritage list in 1979 under the natural 

criteria of (i), (ii), and (iv). 

                                                 
120 National Park Service, Poverty Point, National Monument Louisiana, Washington D.C.: online 
http://www.nps.gov/popo/, viewed July 2004. 
121 Jon L. Gibson, Poverty Point, A Terminal Archaic Culture of the Lower Mississippi Valley, 2nd ed., University of 
Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette LA: (May 1996). 
122  allRefer.com, Reference North America Gazetteer, “Poverty Point State Commemorative Area”, online 
http://reference.allrefer.com/gazetteer/P/P07722-poverty-point-state-commemorative-area.html, viewed July 2004. 
123 Gay N. Martin, The St. Petersburg Times “The Gumbo that is Louisiana: From the Agrarian North to its Cajun 
South and Beguiling New Orleans, the State Offers a Mix of Cultures, Geographies and Culinary Delights.” St. 
Petersburg, FL: (April 18, 2004). 
124 Sally A. Kitt Chappell, “Cahokia: The Symbolic Language of Landscape Architecture” Landscape Architecture 
Washington, D.C.: Vol. 93, No. 5, May 2003, p. 28. 
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Figure 39.  Florida and Everglades National Park Map, GORP 

The Everglades National Park habitat resembles the ecosystem of the Atchafalaya Basin.  

Both are vital freshwater aquatic habitats with diverse plant and animal life.  In fact, many of the 

bird species found in the Everglades are also found in the Basin region.  Brackish water 

mangrove swamps and large flats of sea grass differentiate the Everglades from Louisiana’s 

Atchafalaya Basin. 

Similar to the Atchafalaya Basin, the Everglades World Heritage site is filled with cypress 

swamps, pinelands, and hardwoods as well as estuarine environments. The Everglades Park also 

offers habitat to more than 30 endangered species. 125  Two of these species, the Bald Eagle and 

the American Alligator (threatened) are also found in the Atchafalaya Basin. 

The Everglades National Park World Heritage site is an internationally important natural 

landscape.  The ecosystem is one of the more biologically diverse on earth.  The Atchafalaya 

Basin is an equally diverse ecosystem. The exceptional beauty and richness of the Atchafalaya 

Basin habitat merits equal protection under the preservation umbrella of the World Heritage 

Convention. 

                                                 
125 Appendix E, Plaintiff's Exhibit 16 from Plaintiff's Motion for Partial Summary Judgment in  
United States v. SFWMD, 88-1886-CIV-HOEVELER, Everglades National Park World Heritage Submission, 
UNESCO, Paris: February 1979. 
 



 61

Conclusion 

The Atchafalaya Basin merits a complete conservation management program, including 

designation as a World Heritage Site.  The Louisiana landscape called the Atchafalaya Basin 

meets the criteria outlined by the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and 

Natural Heritage.  The Basin is one of the world’s most outstanding landscapes. 

Speaking to the American Society of Landscape Architects in 2002, Former Secretary of the 

Interior Bruce Babbit said, “New landscape protections reflect more recent understanding that, to 

truly protect natural and cultural values, we must protect the larger landscapes-whole sections of 

ecosystems and communities that contain them.”1   Secretary Babbit’s statement reaffirms the 

general position advocated by this thesis project. 

Landscape study varies greatly.  Historically, conservationists, recreation enthusiasts, 

preservationists, scientists and even artists set the goals for protection of earth’s great landscapes.  

These parties were essential elements in the formation of preservation policy.  Today, the 

resulting policy and laws of our communities establish management goals, objectives and even 

guidelines for the actual use of the lands.  National and regional support for these management 

initiatives preserves America’s great landscapes.  International landscape preservation is a 

logical fulfillment that represents global recognition and protection of these sites. 

In 1972, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

formally established the concept of international landscape preservation through the World 

Heritage Convention.  This treaty is an international instrument for preservation of the world’s 

most outstanding cultural and natural landscapes. 

The treaty offers state parties the opportunity to nominate sites within their borders to a select 

list of what humanity collectively considers the most significant and environmentally important 

landscapes of earth.  Geological formations such as the Everglades and the Great Smokey 

Mountains are listed on the World Heritage Site roster.  Other sites that recognizing the impact 

                                                 
1 Michael Leccese, “Nurturing a Fragile Giant” Landscape Architecture, Washington D.C.: May 2003, Vol. 93, No. 
6, p. 52. 
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of humans upon the natural landscape such as the Taos Pueblos of New Mexico, Egyptian 

Pyramids and even the Statue of Liberty in New York are on the World Heritage Site list. 

An understanding of cultural and natural landscape protection by the many disciplines of 

landscape research is essential to identification of the sites.  Archaeologists, artists, 

environmental planners and scientists as well as architects, engineers and landscape architects 

are joining to protect these internationally important sites. 

The World Heritage Convention of 1972 provides a methodology for these researchers to use 

when nominating sites for inclusion to the World Heritage Site list.  The treaty outlines criteria 

that each site must fulfill, partially or wholly.  The Atchafalaya Basin meets certain specific 

criteria detailed for cultural and natural sites.  Justification for nomination is based upon these 

criteria discussed in this thesis research project. 

The Atchafalaya Basin of Southern Louisiana is a potential site for nomination.  The cultural 

history of the region is told through the Acadian people and is uniquely maintained in the Basin.  

These French Canadian exiles sought refuge in the swamps and marshes of the Atchafalaya 

Basin as far back as 1755.  The Acadians joined the Native Americans of the Basin, sharing the 

bounty of the freshwater aquatic ecosystems of the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers. 

Alligator, deer, turkey and even the endangered Louisiana Black Bear roam the Atchafalaya 

Basin.  The biologically diverse ecosystem hosts game birds, wading birds, birds of prey and 

even birds, which may in fact be extinct.  The Bald Eagle nests and lives in the Atchafalaya 

Basin, feeding upon the many fish species of the swamps, lakes and bayous.  Recreational and 

commercial interests enjoy the bounty of the Atchafalaya waters by harvesting largemouth bass, 

crappie, and crawfish from the basin. 

The Atchafalaya Basin is one of the world’s outstanding landscapes.  The Basin meets the 

requirement criteria of the World Heritage Convention in the cultural specification and the 

natural specification.  The culture of the inhabitants represents a traditional civilization 

persecuted and settled in one of the world’s most outstanding landscapes. 
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The Atchafalaya Basin is an outstanding example of an ongoing ecological and biological 

process, which has formed one of the world’s most diverse freshwater aquatic ecosystems.  The 

superlative natural beauty of the river basin of cypress-tupelo swamps filled with wildlife and 

migratory birds is exceptional.  This ecosystem is a significant natural habitat of such 

outstanding universal value; science and conservationists invest time and public money to 

preserve the Atchafalaya Basin for all of humanity. 

The World Heritage Convention details minimum criteria defining the world’s outstanding 

landscapes.  The Atchafalaya has a tremendous amount of evidence fulfilling these criteria.  

Further research detailing the immense numbers of animal and plant species will provide further 

evidence of the Atchafalaya Basin’s diverse ecosystem worthy of preservation.  Additionally, 

further research into the existence of Indian cultures and the establishment of the Acadians in the 

basin will also strengthen the justification for World Heritage Site designation. 

 



 64

References 

 

“A Brief Look at the Convention, How Does It Work,” The World Heritage Review, UNESCO 
Publishing, Paris: (June 2000), online http://www.unesco.org/whc/4conves.htm, viewed 
August 2003. 

“Do Wildlife Corridors Work?  Fragments of Open Landscape,” Ecological Applications, 
Ecological Society of America, Washington, D.C.: (June 1999). 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 36 CFR PART 800—PROTECTION OF HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES, Washington, D.C.: (2004), online http://www.achp.gov/, viewed June 
2004. 

Alanen, Arnold R. and Robert Z. Melnick, ‘Preserving Cultural Landscapes in America”, 
(Baltimore, MD Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000), p. 7. 

AllRefer.com, Reference North America Gazetteer, “Poverty Point State Commemorative Area,” 
online http://reference.allrefer.com/gazetteer/P/P07722-poverty-point-state-
commemorative-area.html, viewed July 2004. 

Atchafalaya Basin Program, 2003 Atchafalaya Basin Program, Report to the Governor, 
Louisiana Dept. of Natural Resources, Baton Rouge, LA: (2003) p. 10. 

Atchafalaya Trace Commission, What is the Atchafalaya Trace?  Department of Culture, 
Recreation, & Tourism, Baton Rouge, LA:  (2002), online 
http://www.atchafalayatrace.org/what_is_the_trace.htm, viewed January 2003. 

Atchafalaya Trace Commission, Who’s Leading This Effort? Louisiana Department of Culture, 
Recreation, & Tourism, Baton Rouge, LA: online 
http://www.atchafalayatrace.org/what_is_the_trace.htm, viewed July 2004. 

Benedict, Linda Foster, “Three Louisiana Black Bear Cubs, Mama Relocated to Save Threatened 
Species,” Louisiana Agriculture, Baton Rouge LA: (Spring 2002), Vol. 45, No. 2, p. 10. 

Birnbaum, Charles A., “Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management 
of Historic Landscapes, Preservation Brief 36”, National Park Service, Preservation 
Assistance Division, Washington, DC: (1994). 

Bradshaw, Jim, “Atchafalaya Basin is a World Set Apart: Wetland Covers Nearly a Million 
Acres”, Daily Advertiser, Lafayette: LA: (July 29, 1997).  

Brasseaux, Carl, “Acadian to Cajun: Transformation of a People, 1803-1877,” Oxford, MS: 
(Mississippi University Press, 1992). 



 65

Chamberlain, Michael J., School of Renewable Natural Resources, “Restoring the Louisiana 
Black Bear in Louisiana” Louisiana Agriculture, Baton Rouge, LA: Vol. 45, No. 2, 
(Spring 2002), p.12. 

Clay, Grady, Ed., “Whose Time is this Place?”  Landscape Architecture Denver, CO: (May 
1976), p. 217. 

Conrad, Glenn R., Carl Brasseaux, “Founding of New Acadia,” Center for Louisiana Studies 
USL, History Series #11 “The Cajuns - Essays on Their History and Culture” Hebert 
Publishing, (Rayne LA: 1983). 

Conservation Study Institute, A Handbook for Managers of Cultural Landscapes with Natural 
Resource Value: An Overview of Cultural Landscape Preservation, (Woodstock, VT, 
2004). 

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972, 
Article 6, UNESCO Publishing, Paris: (1972 version) online 
http://whc.unesco.org/world_he.htm - Article6, viewed March 2004. 

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972, 
Article 1, UNESCO Publishing, Paris: (1994) online, 
http://whc.unesco.org/world_he.htm#Article1, viewed March 2002. 

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972, 
Article 2, UNESOC Publishing, Paris: (1994) online, 
http://whc.unesco.org/world_he.htm#Article2, viewed March 2002. 

Convention on Biological Diversity, Article 2, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, Montreal, Quebec, Canada: (1992). 

Coreil, P.D., Wetlands Functions and Values in Louisiana, Louisiana State University, 
Cooperative Extension Service, Pub.  2519, (1994), via “Louisiana Coastal Facts” 
Louisiana Dept. of Natural Resources, online 
http://www.americaswetland.com/PDFs/dnr_webfactsheet.pdf, viewed June 2004. 

Darby, William, “A Geographical Description of the State of Louisiana,” (John Melish Pub.  
Philadelphia 1816). 

De Oliveira, Jose Pedro, “Protecting the Amazon”, World Heritage Review, Ediciones 
Publishing, Madrid, Spain (January 2004) No. 34, p. 21.  

Delta Chapter of the Sierra Club, Protecting Special Places: The Atchafalaya, Baton Rouge, LA 
(2002) online http://louisiana.sierraclub.org/atcha.htm, viewed Feb. 2004. 

Division of Historic Preservation, Louisiana Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan, Office 
of Cultural Development Baton Rouge, LA: (October 2001). 



 66

Document #RRP_DPEIS, Appendix A, NOAA, Washington D.C., online 
http://www.darp.noaa.gov/partner/rrpp-la/pdf/la2041app.pdf, viewed July 2004. 

Donlon, Jon G. and Johnson H. Donlon, Cypress, An Atchafalaya Basin Saga, Louisiana Life 
Magazine, New Orleans, LA: (2003), Vol. 15, Issue 1, p. 57. 

Duhon, Bridgette, Atchafalaya Basin, Center for Cultural and Eco-Tourism, University of 
Louisiana Lafayette, online 
http://ccet.louisiana.edu/04a_Environmental_Tour_Files/Atchafalaya_Basin_Home.html, 
viewed June 2004. 

Environmental Outreach & Education Program of Savannah River Ecology Laboratory, 
American Alligator Fact Sheet, University of Georgia, (April 2001) online 
http://www.uga.edu/srel/gators.htm, viewed July 2004. 

European Landscape Convention, Explanatory Report, Council of Europe, Florence, Italy:  
(February 2000). 

Fry, Macon and Julie Posner, “Cajun Country Guide,” Pelican Publishing Company, Gretna LA: 
(1992). 

Gannett News Service, “Local Music Stars Unite to Celebrate Atchafalaya Basin,” Lafayette 
Advertiser, Acadiana Section, Lafayette, LA: (October 10, 2003). 

Gazetteer Online Reference, online http://reference.allrefer.com/gazetteer/A/A07996-
atchafalaya-river.html, viewed Feb. 2004. 

Geiser, Samuel Wood, “Naturalists of the Frontier,” University Press, Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas, TX: (1948).  

Gibson, Jon L., Poverty Point, A Terminal Archaic Culture of the Lower Mississippi Valley, 2nd 
ed., University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette LA: (May 1996). 

GORP, Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge -Sherburne Wildlife Management Area, online 
http://gorp.away.com/gorp/resource/us_nwr/la_atcha.htm, viewed June 2004. 

Hafvenstein, Lauri and Brian Handwerk “World Heritage Status a Mixed Boon,” National 
Geographic News, Washington, D.C.: (February 3, 2003). 

Hamilton, Sam, What is a National Wildlife Refuge?  Southeast Regional Director U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Atlanta, GA: online 
http://southeast.fws.gov/louisiana_waterfowl_issues/LouisianaOp-Ed.html, viewed June 
2004. 



 67

Hart, Judy,  “Planning for and Preserving Cultural Resources through National Heritage Areas,” 
CRM:  The Journal of Heritage Stewardship, National Park Service, Dept. of the Interior, 
Washington D.C.: vol. 23, no. 7., (2000). 

Hayden, Dolores, Arnold R., Alanen and Robert Z. Melnick, Eds., Foreword, Preserving 
Cultural Landscapes in America, (Baltimore MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
2000), p. vii. 

Henry Renaud, Susan L., “Preservation Planning: Ensuring a Future for Our Past”, CRM: the 
Journal of Heritage Stewardship, National Park Service, Washington, D.C.: Issue 7, 
(2000) online http://crm.cr.nps.gov/archive/23-07/23-07-1.pdf, viewed June 2004. 

Hiller, Herb, “Boosting Cajun Culture: Efforts Are Under Way to Reinforce the Heritage of 
Louisiana's Cajun Country, an Area Accentuated by Good Music, Good Food and Good 
Times.”  St. Petersburg Times, FL: (July 20, 2003). 

Ingerson, Alice E., Changing Approaches to Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Landscape Studies, 
Landscape Institute, Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, Cronkhite Graduate 
Center, Cambridge, MA: (June 29, 2000), online 
http://www.icls.harvard.edu/language/whatare.html, viewed Jan. 2004. 

Ishwaran, Dr. Natarajan, Chief Natural Heritage Section, The World Heritage Convention, World 
Heritage Centre, UNESCO Paris: online 
http://www.iucn.org/themes/wcpa/wheritage/wheritageindex.htm, viewed July 2004. 

Jameson, John H. Jr., Public Archeologist for the National Park Service, “Archaeology on the 
Inspirational Highway”, Proceedings of the 9th Annual Meeting of the European 
Association of Archeologists, St. Petersburg, Russia: (September 2003). 

Kitt Chappell, Sally A., “Cahokia: The Symbolic Language of Landscape Architecture” 
Landscape Architecture, Washington, D.C.: vol. 93, no. 5, (May 2003), p. 28. 

Leblanc, R.A.. “Les Migrations Acadiennes,” Cahiers de géographie du Québec, Montreal: 
(April 1979) vol. 23, no 58, p. 99-124. 

Leccese, Michael, “Nurturing a Fragile Giant” Landscape Architecture, Washington D.C.: (May 
2003), vol. 93, no. 6, p. 52. 

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force and the Wetlands 
Conservation and Restoration Authority, Coast 2050: Toward a Sustainable Coastal 
Louisiana, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Baton Rouge, LA: (1998), p. 49. 

Louisiana Geographic Information Center, Interactive Tour of Louisiana, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge LA: (2000), online 
http://lagic.lsu.edu/SatelliteTour/MorganCity/description_files/slide0003.htm, viewed 
January 2003. 



 68

Louisiana Geological Survey, Generalized Geology of Louisiana, Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA: (2000), online http://www.lgs.lsu.edu/gengeo.htm viewed June 2004. 

Louisiana Legislature Senate Bill 112, Sec. 1221, Louisiana Atchafalaya Heritage Trace, Baton 
Rouge, LA: (1997). 

Marshall, David B., and Paul R. Nickerson, “The Bald Eagle: 1776-1976,” National Parks & 
Conservation, Washington D.C.: (1976), p. 14. 

Martin, Gay N., The St. Petersburg Times “The Gumbo that is Louisiana: From the Agrarian 
North to its Cajun South and Beguiling New Orleans, the State Offers a Mix of Cultures, 
Geographies and Culinary Delights,” St. Petersburg, FL: (April 18, 2004). 

McAvoy, Gene, Hendry County Extension Service, Florida Dept. of Agriculture, University of 
Florida, (2004) online http://hendry.ifas.ufl.edu/HCHortNews_Cypress.htm, viewed July 
2004. 

McHugh, Lois, World Heritage Convention and U.S. National Parks.  Congressional Research 
Service Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade Division, Doc. 96-395, Washington D.C.: 
(July 17, 2000). 

McPhee, John “The Control of Nature,” 1st ed., Farrar Straus & Giroux, New York, NY: (August 
16, 1989), p. 5. 

Meinig, D.W., “The Beholding Eye, Ten Versions of the Same Scene,” Landscape Architecture, 
Louisville, KY: (January 1976), p. 47. 

Mikesell, Marvin, “Landscape, International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences 8” Crowell-
Collier and Macmillan, New York, NY: (1968), p. 575-580 

National Audubon Society, Louisiana’s Atchafalaya Basin, A Threatened National Treasure, 
Washington D.C.: (2002), online http://www.audubon.org/campaign/wetland/atcha.html, 
viewed December 2003. 

National Museum of American History, Teddy Bear, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.: 
2004, online http://americanhistory.si.edu/notkid/t.htm, viewed July 2004. 

National Park Service Cultural Resource Management Guidelines, 16 U.S.C. 470, NPS-28, 
Washington D.C.: (August 2002). 

National Park Service, Heritage Preservation Services Historic Landscape Initiative, The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, with 
Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes, Washington, D.C.: (1996). 

National Park Service, Links to the Past, Washington D.C.: online 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/landscapes.htm (2004), viewed May 2004. 



 69

National Park Service, Links to the Past: Cultural Resources of North America, Washington 
D.C.: online http://www.cr.nps.gov/worldheritage/list1.htm, viewed July 2004. 

National Park Service, Poverty Point, National Monument Louisiana, Washington D.C.: online 
http://www.nps.gov/popo/, viewed July 2004. 

National Park Service, The U.S. Tentative List of World Heritage Sites, Washington D.C.: online 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/worldheritage/tentlist.htm, viewed May 2004. 

National Wetlands Research Center, Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan, USGS, 
Washington, D.C.: (November 1993). 

Neuman, Robert W., Nancy W. Hawkins, Louisiana Prehistory, 2nd ed., Department of Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism, Louisiana Archeological Survey and Antiquities Commission, 
Baton Rouge, LA: (May 1993). 

O’Sullivan, Dermot A., “UN Conference: Idealism Has Its Day” Environmental Science and 
Technology Journal, Columbus, OH: (August 1972), vol. 6, no. 8, p. 682. 

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Oxford University Press London: (2003). 

Rees, Mark, Bayou “Portage Guidry and the Plaquemines Mounds Archaeological Project,” 
Louisiana Archaeological Society Newsletter, (Spring 2003) vol., 30, no.1 p. 16. 

Rees, Mark, Lance Blanchard, & Renee Durio, “Archaeology Field Sites at Three Sites in St. 
Martin and St. Mary Parishes,” Louisiana Archaeological Society Newsletter, (Spring 
2004) vol., 31, no.1 p. 16. 

Reis, Deborah and Peter H. Fontaine, Congressional Budget Office, Atchafalaya National 
Heritage Area Act S. 323, as Ordered Reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources: Washington D.C.: (June 16, 2004). 

Sultzman, Lee, Chitimacha History, Chitimacha Location, online 
http://www.dickshovel.com/chi.html, viewed March 2004. 

The National Historic Preservation Program: Overview Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, Washington D.C.: (April 26, 2002), online 
http://www.achp.gov/overview.html, viewed July 2004. 

Thorsell, Jim and Todd Sigaty, Human Use of World Heritage Natural Sites - A Global Overview, 
Working Paper # 4, Natural Heritage Program IUCN, Switzerland (September 1998). 

Travel Industry Association of America “The Economic Impact of Travel on Louisiana 2002, A 
Study Prepared for the Louisiana Office of Tourism,” Washington, D.C.: (January 2004). 



 70

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, New Orleans District, New 
Orleans, LA: (2003), p.1. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Birding on Indian Bayou, New Orleans, LA: (2000), p. 1., online 
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/pao/BRO/IndianBayou-Birding.pdf, viewed Jan. 2004. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, The Atchafalaya Basin Project, New Orleans, LA: 2000, online 
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/pao/bro/AtchafalayaBasinProject.pdf, viewed July 2004. 

U.S. Congress, Louisiana Sens., Landrieu and Breaux, 108th Congress, 1st Session, Senate Bill 
323: To Establish the Atchafalaya National Heritage Area, Washington D.C.: (February 
5, 2003). 

U.S. Congress, Statement of Senator Daniel K. Akaka, Member Subcommittee on Forests and 
Public Land Management, Hearing on S. 510, The American Lands Sovereignty 
Protection Act, Washington D.C.: (1999). 

U.S. Department of the Interior USGS Fact Sheet FS-019-99, U.S. Geological Survey, 
Washington D.C.: (December 1999) 

U.S. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Refuge Profile, Atchafalaya Basin National Wildlife 
Refuge, Washington D.C.: online 
http://refuges.fws.gov/profiles/recEdMore.cfm?ID=43614, viewed June 2004. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Welcome to Southeast Louisiana Refuges, Washington D.C.:  
online http://southeastlouisiana.fws.gov/, viewed July 2004. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wildlife System, Washington D.C.: online 
http://bayouteche.fws.gov/, viewed June 2004.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Threatened and Endangered Species Listing by State and 
Territory, Washington D.C.: (July 2004), online 
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/TESSWebpageUsaLists?state=LA, viewed July 2004. 

UNESCO 28th Session Conference, 13 More Properties Added to World Heritage List at 2004 
Committee Session, China: (July 2004) online 
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=82&id_news=66 (Posted: 02 July 2004), viewed July 
2004. 

UNESCO, “New Sites to be Added to World Heritage List,” The World Heritage Review, 
UNESCO Publishing, Paris: (June 2000) online 
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=82&id_news=6322, viewed May 2004. 

UNESCO, Benefits to Ratification, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO Publishing, Paris: online 
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=164, (June 2000) viewed January 2003. 



 71

UNESCO, Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, 
World Heritage Centre, UNESCO Publishing, Paris: (July 2002). 

UNESCO, The Convention: The World Heritage Convention, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 
Publishing, Paris: (2003). 

UNESCO, United States v. SFWMD, 88-1886-CIV-HOEVELER, Appendix E, Plaintiff's Exhibit 
16 from Plaintiff's Motion for Partial Summary Judgment Everglades National Park 
World Heritage Submission, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO Publishing, Paris:  
February 1979. 

United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Declaration of the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm: (June 1972), par. 1. 

United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, Negative Socio-Cultural Impacts from Tourism, 
(October 9, 2001), online http://www.uneptie.org/pc/tourism/sust-tourism/soc-
drawbacks.htm, viewed May 2004. 

Watton, Jason R., Improving the Design of Golf Course Communities as Wildlife Habitats, Ch. 4, 
Summary, Conclusions and Guidelines, etd-0411102-155836, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA  
2002, p. 61, online http://etd02.lnx390.lsu.edu/docs/available/etd-0411102-155836/, 
viewed June 2004. 

Wright, Vernon L., and Tom Hess, “Bald Eagles Make Comeback in South Louisiana,” 
Louisiana Agriculture, Baton Rouge LA: (2001), online 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/Communications/LouisianaAgriculture/agmag/45_2_articles
/baldeagles.asp, viewed July 2004. 

 



 72

Vita 

Mitchell Coffman is a native of Lafayette Louisiana, which is located 30 miles east of 

the Atchafalaya Basin.  He is the son of Vernon and Mattie Coffman.  Mitchell graduated 

Louisiana State University (LSU) in 1987 with a Bachelor of Arts in speech 

communication. After graduation he joined United States Senator John Breaux’s 

Washington D.C., staff.  He worked on Capitol Hill before joining the staff of 

Louisiana’s Lt. Governor Melinda Schweggman in 1991.  He served as Communications 

Director for the Lt. Governor and the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism for 

three years. 

He worked for the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce and the economic 

development branch of the organization, MetroVision as Communications Manager.  

Mitchell Coffman is a survivor of West Nile Virus encephalitis, viral meningitis and 

poliomyelitis, and the founder of the West Nile Virus Survivors Foundation.  He is a 

registered lobbyist with the State of Louisiana, working for the advancement of research 

and support for West Nile Virus survivors. 

He also has his 1st Dan Degree in Tae Kwon Do Martial Arts, and is a Certified Feng 

Shui Practitioner and a member of the Four Winds Cherokee Tribe of Louisiana.  

Louisiana State University graduated him in December of 2004 with two separate 

master’s degrees, one from LSU’s College of Design, School of Landscape Architecture, 

and a Master of Science from LSU’s Department of Environmental Studies in 

environmental planning and management. 


